Setbacks for SB 1070 Lead Authors of Copycats to Reconsider their Bills

By Dawn Mabery

Last week’s ruling to block key provisions of Arizona’s harsh immigration law sparked a downward spiral for Gov. Jan Brewer and SB 1070. 

Following the ruling, Gov. Brewer requested to speed up the scheduling of preliminary injunction appeal.  The request was denied. Currently, the appeal of the injunction is scheduled to be heard in November.  Brewer as conceded that she is "not quite sure" her state's immigration bill would help secure the border if implemented. 

This weekend, Gov. Brewer also began to publicly consider holding a special session of the state legislature to “fix” SB 1070 based on the court ruling.  GOP Arizona Senate and House leaders appear reluctant to support the session, noting any revisions could weaken their case in court.  The author of SB 1070 has expressed that he’d only support changes that would strengthen the bill.  

To make matters worse for Gov. Brewer, her flip flops on SB1070 were compounded among conservatives when a conservative group accused her of using SB 1070 for her own political gains citing remarks by her in July expressing support for comprehensive immigration reform.
Heeding the writing on the wall for SB 1070, Republican authors of copycats in at least 3 states (Idaho, Minnesota and Ohio) have announced they will rethink the content of their copycats.

