 
LOCAL LEGISLATORS COMMEND DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE CHALLENGE OF ARIZONA SB 1070
BY Dawn Mabery
 

The Department of Justice announced that it is suing the state of Arizona, on grounds that the state’s new immigration law illegally intrudes on federal prerogatives. It invokes the legal doctrine of preemption, a concept in the Constitution’s supremacy clause that says federal law supersedes state statutes. Many local legislators are applauding these efforts.
"I enthusiastically applaud the federal government's important decision to challenge of Arizona's flawed anti-immigrant law, SB1070, and DOJ's declaration that  "...SB 1070 unconstitutionally interferes with the federal government’s authority to set and enforce immigration policy," said Ana Sol Gutierrez, Maryland State Delegate.
The announcement comes after more than 30 jurisdictions across the nation have enacted resolutions to condemn Arizona’s law, joined a national boycott of Arizona, or instituted travel bans.  Similar resolutions are pending in at least 30 other jurisdictions nationwide.  While legislators in at least 20 states are considering bills similar to the Arizona law, thus far, efforts in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and other states have either failed or stalled.  
 

An Arizona type law would be wrong for this country and now that the federal government has taken action, local jurisdictions must ask themselves whether they’re willing to engage in protracted and expensive legal battles with the federal government. Legislators want common sense solutions that will fix the root problems, not inflame division.
"As we look at the issue of immigration both in the City of New Haven and across the nation, we know comprehensive immigration reform is a priority," said John DeStefano, Jr., Mayor of the City of New Haven, CT. "In New Haven, we recognize the diversity of our city and the positive roles immigrants have played in our history and continue to play in strengthening our community.  For this reason, the City of New Haven recently signed-on to an amicus brief authored by Santa Clara County urging a federal district court to block the enforcement the State of Arizona’s new immigration law.  New Haven joined about fifteen cities and counties nationwide on the brief, taking a stance for the protection of local law enforcement and against, as the President said, an ‘ill-conceived’ extreme of immigration reform."

 

The announcement occurred on the heels of major national address on comprehensive immigration reform from President Obama. The President called Arizona’s law “misguided.” 
"Reactionary Arizona lawmakers have set a dangerous precedent with SB 1070 and I'm pleased by this announcement. As I said, in my City Council Resolution, America was founded and has thrived on legal principals contradictory to Arizona SB 1070,"remarked Alderman Proco Joe Moreno of Chicago, IL.  

Arizona’s law violates the Constitution, represents an unchecked government intervention that violates the constitutional rights of every American, undermines law enforcement’s ability to fight crime, and discriminates against U.S. citizens based on skin color or accent. 

 
“By filing a lawsuit against Arizona, the federal government is correctly seeking to set order to our nation’s patchwork of misguided state and local immigration laws.  Immigration is the federal government’s responsibility and we cannot allow intolerant state legislators, influenced by hate groups, to craft divisive measures that foster state-sanctioned racial profiling.  Kudos to the Obama Administration for filing the lawsuit.  I hope that members of Congress – especially Republicans – will finally pay attention and move toward enacting comprehensive immigration reform.  Otherwise we will continue with the same broken system that we all acknowledge needs fixing,” said Supervisor J. Walter Tejada, Arlington County, VA and President of National Association of Hispanic County Officials

Leading national associations of local elected officials, including the National Hispanic Caucus of State Legislators (NHCSL) and the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) also commended the U.S. Department of Justice challenge of the Arizona’s SB 1070.

We can’t have a patchwork of state-based immigration laws, and no state should be put into the position of having to fulfill a federal responsibility. Arizona’s law was the wrong approach, and this lawsuit should help engineer a national course correction. Now our elected leaders in Washington need to do their job and pass comprehensive immigration reform.
