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August 19, 2016 

 

Members of the State Medical Board of Ohio: 

For more than a century, the State Medical Board of Ohio has been entrusted with establishing 

the credentials needed to practice medicine, issuing licenses to qualified practitioners and 

monitoring licensees to make sure they maintain their expertise and uphold high ethical 

standards. Recent public and private comments by Michael Gonidakis show he lacks the 

objectivity required to remain a member of this important board.  

The organizations listed below respectfully request that Mr. Gonidakis be asked to step down 

from his position as a member of the Medical Board. If he declines to do so, we ask that the 

Board take whatever steps are necessary to force Mr. Gonidakis’ resignation from the Board.  

We recognize the gravity and unusual nature of our request. However, we believe that Mr. 

Gonidakis has a professional conflict of interest so profound that it cannot be remedied as long as 

he continues in the two posts he now holds.  

As the Members are aware, in addition to his role as President of the Medical Board, Mr. 

Gonidakis also serves as President of Ohio Right to Life, which is dedicated to – and lobbies for 

– ending the legal right to abortion. The clear conflict of interest inherent in these two roles was 

on full display recently when Mr. Gonidakis’ Ohio Right to Life organization openly and 

publicly condemned the abortion providers who are named in a complaint that Dayton Right to 

Life filed with the State Medical Board. That complaint is pending. 

Specifically, on August 3, 2016, the Dayton affiliate of Ohio Right to Life filed a complaint with 

the Medical Board against three licensed Ohio physicians. The complaint states that the doctors 

“violated Ohio law and forced an abortion on this patient … who was incapable of withdrawing 

her consent due to a drug overdose.’’  

Also on August 3 – the very same day – Ohio Right to Life issued a news release entitled Dayton 

Abortion Facility Performs Abortion Despite Drug Overdose. The release was distributed on 

Ohio Right to Life letterhead and included a quote from Devin Scribner, executive director of 

Ohio Right to Life that states, in part, “Ohio's abortion lobby forfeits whatever tinge of 

credibility it has if it refuses to condemn what happened at Women's Med Center."  

That same day, Mr. Gonidakis forwarded a copy of the news release to ProgressOhio Executive 

Director Sandy Theis with this personal note:  

“Sandy … Will you finally repudiate the industry for which you so proudly support? So much for 

"women's health." So sad.“ 

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ohiolife/mailings/198/attachments/original/8-2-16_Women%27s_Med_Center_-_State_Medical_Board_Complaint_-_Dayton_RTL.pdf?1470235702
http://www.ohiolife.org/dayton_abortion_facility_performs_abortion_despite_drug_overdose
http://www.ohiolife.org/dayton_abortion_facility_performs_abortion_despite_drug_overdose


 

 

 

This personal note clearly indicates that Mr. Gonidakis has reached a conclusion about the 

doctors named in a complaint pending before a state regulatory board for which he serves as 

President. Equally clear, Mr. Gonidakis reached this conclusion without the benefit of hearing 

from the doctors, the patient or others with first-hand knowledge of the facts of the case. 

ProgressOhio has filed a formal complaint with the Ohio Ethics Commission that also seeks Mr. 

Gonidakis’ removal from the State Medical Board.  

Whether or not the doctors acted inappropriately is a matter for the Medical Board to decide, but 

only after a thorough and proper investigation of the facts, should the Board determine that any 

such investigation is warranted.  

But Mr. Gonidakis’ clear conflict of interest isn’t confined to the Dayton case.  It also is evident 

in comments he made in response to a federal judge’s ruling that invalidated an Ohio law that 

would have defunded Planned Parenthood.  

According to the August 13, 2016, Columbus Dispatch, Mr. Gonidakis called the ruling "an 

embarrassing decision by a judge who knows that the (federal appeals court) will overturn his 

opinion …. The federal judge has no legal authority to tell a state how to spend its resources. I 

suggest he do us all a favor and step down from the bench and run for the legislature. Then he 

can legally craft policy in Ohio. Of course he won't, though, because he would never be elected." 

Apart from the fact that U.S. District Court Judge Michael R. Barrett, unlike Mr. Gonidakis, 

reached his decision only after weighing evidence provided by both sides in the case, it is 

unseemly in the extreme for a member of the State Medical Board to castigate a federal judge in 

such personal terms, let alone publicly call for his resignation from the bench.  

Governor John Kasich appointed Mr. Gonidakis to one of two “consumer” seats on the Medical 

Board. Yet Mr. Gonidakis has demonstrated that he does not represent all – or even a majority – 

of Ohio consumers. Instead, he primarily represents the narrow interests of an organization that 

is dedicated, according to its mission statement, to “helping to eliminate such immoral practices 

as abortion….’’  History shows that a ban on legal abortions will lead to an increase in illegal 

abortions and have a profound and devastating effect on women’s health. 

As president of Ohio Right to Life, Mr. Gonidakis is perfectly free to pursue his anti-abortion 

agenda. But as a member of the State Medical Board, this pursuit is entirely inappropriate – 

especially since the views he espouses are at odds with those of the American Medical 

Association, American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and, according to multiple 

rulings of the United States Supreme Court, the constitutional rights of all Americans. 

  

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2016/08/12/Ohio-law-defunding-Planned-Parenthood-struck-down.html
http://www.ohiolife.org/who_we_are


 

 

 

Clearly, a State Medical Board member’s personal views on abortion should have no bearing on 

potential disciplinary actions against Ohio abortion providers. And we believe it is equally clear 

that anyone who is professionally committed to overturning a safe, constitutionally protected 

medical procedure does not belong on the Medical Board of our state.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandy Theis 

Executive Director 

Progress Ohio 

 

Arthur Lavin, MD 

Co-Chair 

Doctors for Health Care Solutions 

 

Samuel Gresham Jr. 

Chairman 

Common Cause Ohio 

 

Diane Dodge 

Director 

Ohio National Organization for Women 

Education and Legal Fund 

 

Keary McCarthy 

President 

Innovation Ohio 

 

Representative Teresa Fedor 

Chair 

Ohio House Democratic Women’s Caucus 



 

 

 

Nicki Bloch 

President 

NCJW Columbus Section 

 

Mindi Axner 

President 

NCJW Cleveland Section 

 

Alex Kass 

Executive Director 

Democratic Voices 

 

Camille Wimbish 

Election Administrator 

Ohio Voice 
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