
Justice Judith French & JobsOhio Timeline 
 

Follow the money and players involved in one of the highest profile races on this year’s ballot, 

the contest between Supreme Court Justice Judith French, endorsed by the Republicans, and 

challenger Judge John O’Donnell of the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas. 

 

2011 

January 11: House Bill 1 introduced calling for creation of JobsOhio, Gov. John Kasich’s 

public/private economic development agency. It seeks to transfer Ohio’s wholesale liquor 

profits to JobsOhio to fund job-creation efforts. 

February 4: Journalist/historian Tom Suddes explains constitutional concerns over it:  

Since before the Civil War, the state constitution has forbidden Ohio’s government to 

directly invest in private businesses. The reasons: When Ohio tried that as a young state, 

it nearly went broke. And Statehouse lobbyists always want to hijack public money for 

private profits. Those facts of constitutional life should spice debate on Republican Gov. 

John R. Kasich’s JobsOhio plan, but Republicans seem to wish the questions would go 

away. 

February 23: Gov. Kasich signs JobsOhio legislation.  

April 19: ProgressOhio challenges the constitutionality of JobsOhio in the Ohio Supreme Court. 

The move wins support from the conservative 1951 Constitutional Law Center. 

July 13: Kasich names 8 to JobsOhio board, including Mark Kvamme, Silicon Valley venture 

capitalist 

2012 

November 1: Kvamme steps down from JobsOhio for private-sector opportunities. 

2013 

New dark money group, American Freedom Builders, is quietly formed. Kvamme is on its board. 



 

 

 

2014 

May 29: Columbus Dispatch reports new Kvamee business: Project Ruby, paid for by the Ohio 

Republican Party. It will create a searchable database and spot voters who can be “moved” to 

support Republicans. It will be available to candidates besides Kasich. 

June 10:  A divided Ohio Supreme Court rules those challenging JobsOhio lacked legal standing 

to do so.  Justice Judith French wrote the 5-2 opinion. 

September 13: The Plain Dealer is the first to report on American Freedom Builders. Neither 

the usually talkative Kvamme nor anyone affiliated with it will say who is funding it or what it 

plans to do with the money it is getting. 

October 25: Freedom Builders launches a new TV ad designed to help Justice French. 


