
 
 
 

 
 

 
January 12, 2022 

 
The Honorable Deb Haaland                    The Honorable Brenda Mallory 
Secretary                                Chair 
Department of the Interior                     Council on Environmental Quality 
1849 C Street, N.W.                            730 Jackson Place, NW 
Washington DC 20240                      Washington, DC 20503 
 

Dear Secretary Haaland and Chair Mallory: 

Thank you for your longtime commitment to conserving our public lands for future generations 
and working with communities and tribal nations on these issues. We have an opportunity to 
preserve a place of deep sacred reverence filled with natural wonders and vibrant scenery of 
several mountain ranges. Avi Kwa Ame is the Mojave name for Spirit Mountain, the center of 
creation for Yuman-speaking tribes, and the surrounding landscape. While Spirit Mountain 
enjoys permanent protection as part of Lake Mead National Recreation Area, the sacred 
landscape associated with it is still in need of permanent protection. 

Today, I announce my support for the Avi Kwa Ame National Monument proposal and my intent 
to introduce legislation to establish these protections. I have communicated this and have been 
working with Jon Raby, State Director for the Bureau of Land Management in Nevada, on an 
agency-produced map of the proposed monument. As you implement your priorities to address 
environmental justice, climate change, and improving the quality of life for our fellow 
Americans, I ask that you join me in supporting my legislation and the effort to make this a 
reality.  

The proposed Avi Kwa Ame National Monument in Southern Nevada, nearing 450,000 acres, 
contains unique and stunning geography and culturally significant resources in the Mojave 
Desert. The Avi Kwa Ame landscape, stretching from the Newberry mountains in the east to the 
New York, South McCullough, Castle, and Piute mountains in the west, features scenic peaks 
and canyons, natural springs, Joshua tree forests, bighorn migration routes, unique grasslands, 
and a rich history of petroglyphs and other ancient cultural sites. 

The entire area is considered sacred by ten Yuman-speaking tribes as well as the Hopi and 
Chemehuevi Paiute. Spirit Mountain itself is located on the eastern boundary of the Monument. 
It is designated a Traditional Cultural Property on the National Register of Historic Places in 
recognition of its religious and cultural importance. 

A robust coalition of tribes, local communities, including Clark County, Boulder City, 
Searchlight, and Laughlin, the Nevada Legislature, conservation groups, recreation interests, and 



other stakeholders are working to establish the Avi Kwa Ame National Monument to 
permanently protect these treasured lands. I will be announcing my intent to introduce legislation 
to designate Avi Kwa Ame as a National Monument with conservationists and tribal leaders on 
Friday, January 14, at 10:30am Pacific Time. The event will be livestreamed and the link can be 
shared with your staff. 

I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you on this matter and invite you to visit the Avi 
Kwa Ame landscape. I stand ready to work with your team on this exciting legislation to 
preserve our heritage and important conservation lands. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Dina Titus 
Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


