
Gifts By 
Beneficiary 
Designation
Simply Sign Your Name  
to Protect the Constitution  
and Fight Extremism.
You are a champion for freedom, equality, 
opportunity and justice. You stand with People 
For the American Way to make the promise of 
America real for every American. When forces of 
hatred and bigotry are emboldened in our nation, 
you help us stand strong against right-wing 
extremism and promote progressive values. 

Now, there’s an easy way to continue your 
commitment and make a lasting difference for your 
children, grandchildren and all future generations. 
Simply make People For a beneficiary or partial 
beneficiary of your retirement plan or other financial 
account. It’s as easy as signing your name.

How You Benefit:
• Your gift costs you nothing now. You retain control 

of your assets during your lifetime.
• You do not need to create a will to leave a gift.
• You can change your mind and modify your gift  

if circumstances change. 
• Your gift can remain anonymous, if you choose. 
• You may save on taxes or reduce the tax burden 

for your heirs. 
• You will feel good about your role in protecting 

freedom, equality and justice for generations  
to come. 

What the people 
want is very simple 
— they want an 
America as good as 
its promise.

— Former Rep. Barbara Jordan, 
Cofounder of People For the American Way



We’re Here to Help
We are so honored that you would consider leaving your legacy with People For. Please let us know 
if we can help you decide on a gift that’s right for you. To notify us of a legacy gift you have planned, 
or to discuss the best gift option for you, please contact Pete Dohan at 202-467-2342 or by email at 
pdohan@pfaw.org.

People For the American Way  |  1101 15th Street NW, Suite 600, Washington, DC 20005
www.pfaw.org/legacy

How It Works
It’s easy to leave a gift by beneficiary designation. Simply name “People For the American Way or 
PFAW Foundation” as a beneficiary, or partial beneficiary, of any account, including:  

Retirement Plan Account (such as an IRA)
 This is one of the most tax-wise gifts you can make. Most retirement plans are taxed differently than 

other funds. By leaving those gifts to charity and other less tax-burdened assets to your family, you 
can do more for your loved ones and the causes you care about.

Certificates of Deposit, Bank and Brokerage Accounts, and Life Insurance Policies
 Consider naming People For the American Way as a beneficiary of a certificate of deposit, other 

bank or brokerage accounts, or a life insurance policy you no longer need. 

Donor-Advised Funds
 Many people have chosen to name PFAW Foundation as the beneficiary of donations remaining in 

their donor-advised fund after their lifetime. 

Three Easy Steps! 
Just follow these simple steps to complete your gift by beneficiary designation: 

Step 1 Request a beneficiary form from your bank or plan administrator. The form may be available 
online. This form—not your will—determines how these assets are distributed after your lifetime.

Step 2 Write in “People For the American Way” or “PFAW Foundation” as beneficiary (or partial 
beneficiary) using our current business address: 1101 15th Street NW, Suite 600, 
Washington, DC 20005. 

Step 3 If the form requests a social security number and your gift is to People For the American 
Way, the 501(c)(4) non-profit corporation, please use our tax identification number: 52-
1366721. Gifts to the (c)(4) are not tax deductible. 

 If your gift is to PFAW Foundation, the 501 (c)(3) charitable corporation, please use our tax 
identification number: 13-3065716. Your gift to the PFAW Foundation is tax deductible. 

Please tell us about your gift! 
If you leave a legacy gift to People For, please let us know. We would love the chance to say thank 
you and to ensure that your wishes are carried out. Plus, your gift may inspire others to support 
PFAW in this very meaningful way. 

If you, or your plan administrator, have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us at the 
number below.


