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Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala says in the Noble Qur'an, in surat Aal- `Imran: " ن
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calling to the good, enjoining right, and forbidding wrong.  It is they who shall prosper" (3: 104).  

 

And in a famous hadith, the Prophet salla Llahu `alaihi wa sallam is reported to have stated 

something similar to this "  لكوذ فبقلبه يستطع لم فبلسانه، فإن يستطع لم بيده، فإن فليغْيه منكرا  منكم رأى من

اإليمان أضعف " "Whosoever of you sees wrong, then let him change it with his hand, and if he is 

not able to, then let him change it with his tongue, and if he is no able to, then let him change it 

with his heart [that is, let him recognize it as wrong inside his heart], and that ["changing" it in 

the heart] is the weakest of faith. 

 

We see from this verse in the Qur'an and selection from the sayings of the Prophet, salla Llahu 

`alaihi wa sallam, that "calling to the good, enjoining right, and forbidding wrong" are things 

that Allah has commanded us to do.  It is not sufficient for us as a community to simply pray, 

fast, perform hajj, and to concern ourselves with ourselves and our worship, while ignoring that 

which is around us.  We have to be engaged, discussing issues of common concern, "calling to 

the good."  We must enjoin that which is right, and we should not sit idly by when we see 

wrong, but rather should be people, as individuals and as a community, that forbids wrong 

through the various means at our disposal. 

 

One of the most important hadiths that is a basis for law in general--whether Islamic law and 

even secular notions of law--is " ر  ل  ار ل  و  ضر ضر " "Let there be no harm, nor any reciprocation of 

harm."  Based upon this hadith, Muslim scholars have posited a general legal principle " ر  يزال الضر  

""Harm must be removed." 

 



Based on the ideas above, we can understand that it is a responsibility of our community, both 

as individuals and collectively, to be engaged in the larger society around us, and to work to end 

unfair financial practices (that help the rich, but harm the poor), to end the corrupting 

influences of money in politics, and to remove harm from individuals, particularly the weak who 

may lack the means or resources or knowledge to seek the removal of things that are harming 

them.  This responsibility is both individual and communal, and we can seek these goods, we 

can "call to good, enjoin the right, and forbid wrong," as the Qur'an commands us to, through 

so many avenues.  We can be involved directly in charity work, feeding the homeless and 

helping the poor, even a welcoming smile to a stranger we do not know; we can buy electric 

cars or hybrid cars in order to reduce our environmental impact--or use more environmentally 

responsible cutlery and paper plates, etc., at our community dinners and iftars; we can be sure 

to be fair to people we hire in our homes and to tend to our yards, we can be fair to them and 

give them a fair wage for their labor; we can seek out to buy products, food and clothes for 

example, that are produced using fair labor practices; we can establish and support shelters for 

victims of domestic violence; we can establish scholarship funds so that students who have the 

intelligence and work ethic to learn can go to college without having to become heavily 

burdened with debt; we can establish and support civic organizations that support our rights 

and speak to those in power on behalf of our communities--we can and we SHOULD do all of 

these things.  But these are individual actions--they will have more effect if these kinds of things 

influence our political institutions that would help solve these kinds of problems more 

systematically.  So, in addition to those things we have just mentioned, another avenue of 

calling to good, enjoining right, forbidding wrong, reducing unfair financial dealings, removing 

the unfair influence of power and wealth on our political institutions and our politicians, and to 

address environmental challenges is to VOTE and take part in the political process.  There are 

many wrongs we might see in society that we cannot change with our hands because we do not 

know how to.  But we can change it with our tongue, by voting for people who advocate for the 

issues, who campaign against the wrongs, we see and are concerned about.  Voting with this 

intention, in sha Allah, will be rewarded by God as a part of fulfilling our moral obligation to 

enjoin right, to forbid wrong, and to "change wrong with our tongues." 

 

There are many commands in the Qur'an that are very specific on particular issues.  Some 

issues related to marriage, or inheritance, you will see Qur'anic verses that prescribe specific 

actions or specific shares to be given to different relatives.  However, other verses are very 

broad, they lay down general ideas.  One of the things about these broad verses that our 

community fails to appreciate is that these broad verses are really mechanisms through which 

we CAN and SHOULD unleash our creativity, our ingenuity, our intelligence as a community to 

achieve the ends of those broad ideas.  There is no single way to "call to good"--there are 

multiple avenues, and in one way by not specifying how to do it, with these general 



prescriptions, Allah is challenging us to be creative and use the means at our disposal to achieve 

the good.  In addition to some of the verses already quoted, another broad Qur'anic principle 

that we should embrace as a challenge to be creative in achieving good ends is this portion of a 

verse in al-Ma'ida also: "  
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"Help one another towards piety (birr) and reverence (taqwa); do not help one another toward 

sin and enmity.  And reverence God.  Truly God is severe in retribution" (5: 2).  Ibn Taymiyyah 

mentions that this verse is the basis of politics.  How do we help each other towards birr--which 

denotes all notions of good (fighting income inequality, fighting environmental degradation, 

fighting political corruption, embracing peoples of all backgrounds)--and taqwa--reverence?  

The Qur'an doesn't specify in detail--our creativity, our intelligence CAN and SHOULD be 

unleashed in working to figure that out, to organize ourselves, to advocate, to amplify our 

voices.  

  

One of the many means that other communities are able to achieve their ends--and therefore 

Muslims can learn from those experiences--is by engagement in the political process.  And the 

most basic engagement in the political process that only takes little time once every several 

years is VOTING.  But to vote, you have to be registered.  Hence, I STRONGLY encourage all 

those who are not registered to vote, to register to vote before our state deadline on _____ 

(state deadline can be found at mymuslimvote.org) so that you can vote on November 8th.  I 

am not here to endorse any particular candidate, or any particular party--there are many 

reasons why that would be inappropriate.  But I am here to encourage everyone to educate 

themselves about the issues, discuss among ourselves in the community, and for each 

individual to make a decision and to VOTE in the primary. 

 

Onto addressing some objections we often hear from people in our community. 

One is that my vote doesn't matter.  This is patently false.  Just to mention as an example, 

Muslims have swung elections in the past.  In 2000, Muslims voted overwhelmingly for Bush, 

which many understand was a mistake, but still, by doing so, Muslims delivered Florida to Bush.  

Similarly, in the recent primaries, Michigan Muslims voted overwhelmingly for Sanders, and 

hence Bernie Sanders won the Michigan primary due to the Muslim vote.  I make no 

endorsement of any candidate here--the point is that the Muslims vote has mattered in the 

past, and can matter in the primary and general elections coming up.  There are local elections--

which are just as important as national elections--that are won by single digit numbers, or tens 

or hundreds of votes.  Your vote matters. 

 

Another objection is exactly the Bush example: what if the person I vote for turns out to be 

bad?  This is a silly objection.  What if the person you chose to marry turns out to be bad, is that 

an argument against marriage or getting married to any particular individual?  We make the 



best rational decision we can using all information at our disposal at the time, and if we turn 

out to be wrong, we learn lessons from that for next time.  Otherwise, it is not possible to 

engage in any public activity--or even to sell your house or engage in any contract whatsoever.  

In fact, we should seek istikhara: after educating ourselves about the issues and candidates, and 

coming to a conclusion, pray istikhara for Allah to also guide your heart (after you've done the 

research). 

 

Finally, there are those, thankfully becoming more marginalized in our community, but still 

existing, who believe that voting is taking part in a democratic process that denies God's 

sovereign right as Lawgiver. This has a milligram of truth to it, which makes it easy for some to 

be fooled by this simplistic argument.  The vast majority of laws that affect our daily lives do not 

impinge upon Allah's sovereignty to define right and wrong.  The vast majority relate to things 

like what is the minimum wage (would such people seriously claim that Allah does not define a 

minimum wage, and therefore it is sinful, even shirk/kufr to define a minimum wage?), how 

should education be funded (would such people say that Allah has not specifically ordained free 

public education, and hence it is shirk or kufr for our society to provide education for free, and 

to levy taxes to pay for it?), how will we raise money to build roads and bridges, how should 

political campaigns be funded, how will we deal with foreign nations, etc.?  To imagine that in 

Islam we have SPECIFIC rulings specified by Allah Himself in the Qur'an on these issues is to be 

simplistic and ignorant--it shows ignorance of these issues and ignorance of scripture and the 

Islamic tradition as well as Islamic history.  These are complex political questions, that Allah has 

given us as human beings leeway in debating and working best to come to a solution that works 

for us, in our circumstance, in our time.  Finally, it is not shirk to recognize the U.S. Constitution 

as a valid social or political contract for one simple reason: The First Amendment protects our 

right to the free exercise of religion and protects our right to our conscience, and protects our 

right to speak freely about issues we are concerned about as a community, and as such, 

participation does not entail believing in anything or acting in any way that outwardly or 

inwardly violates any of the tenets of Islam.  Old fatwas prohibiting "allegiance" to a non-

Muslim ruler simply do NOT apply to our context, when we have constitutionally protected 

rights to exercise our faith in a constitutional democracy. 

 

Please remember that this campaign is not endorsing, supporting, or opposing any specific 

candidates, just generally urging Muslims to vote up and down the ballot. 


