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These gains persist over time – ECEAP 
children outperformed their peers in 
reading and math in 3rd and 5th grade. 
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The 2016-17 ECEAP Outcomes Report 
found that children made incredible 
progress in school readiness while in the 
program. The chart shows the percent
of ECEAP children meeting age level 
expectations in each of the domains 
measured by WaKIDS at the beginning of 
the ECEAP year compared to the end:

Percent Meeting Grade Level Expectations 
at Beginning End of ECEAP Year

Fall 2016 Spring 2017

Source: https://del.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/ECEAP/ECEAP%20Outcomes.pdf
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We can increase the eligibility for ECEAP 
to ensure more children and families 
have access to this proven program. The 
translates to more children arriving at 
kindergarten with the opportunities 
they need to be ready to experience 
success, and we will maximize the 
investments being made in K-12 
education. 

What can be done:

“I was an ECEAP teacher in an excellent program and I miss it!  

Now I am a elementary teacher and I love my job but I miss the 

family support ECEAP provided. We changed lives for the better. As 

a first grade teacher, I can tell which kids in my Title 1 school have 

had ECEAP. It's value is priceless. Please support ECEAP!”

– BRENDA, NEWMAN LAKE, WA

The Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) is 
Washington’s public pre-k program for at-risk three- and four-year-olds 
and their families including families at or below 110% of the Federal 
Poverty Line, children with disabilities, children experiencing
homelessness, and children involved in the child welfare system.
Yet eligibility for ECEAP is currently so restrictive that a single
parent with two children working full time at minimum wage does
not qualify for the program. 

What’s going on?

ECEAP sets kids on the path
to success in school and life
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Home
Languages:

English (67%) 

Spanish (25%) 

Somali (2%) 

Other (6%)

Who is served by ECEAP?

English Language Learners33%
On an Individual 
Education Program

Have a Parent Who is Incarcerated

Expelled From a Previous Childcare

10%

In Kinship or Foster Care6%

Chronic Health Condition9%

5%

1%

38% White

37% Hispanic / Latino

9% Black

8% Multi-racial

3% Asian

2% American Indian

1.3% Unspecified

1% Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander

Source: http://del-public-files.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/ECEAP_Outcomes_2015-16%20revised.pdf

“My daughter is in ECEAP. In the clinic there was a flyer to put 

our kids in Head Start. I didn’t qualify and was told about this 

program. I didn’t qualify for Head Start because of income. For 

me, it is very important that the kids learn to relate to other 

children and are prepared for kindergarten. Even better are 

the social skills to help them triumph. For my daughter who 

attends, she is more open to making friends. Before she was 

more serious and timid.”

– ARACELI, YAKIMA, WA (translated)

“My daughter attended and eceap program and Kent Washing-

ton. Why am I thankful for eceap program experience because 

with my family going through this program we were able to 

change my whole family’s trajectory and without this program 

my family would have been destined to continue with are 

generational curses How did this experience change my 

daughter's life that with being one of the lucky ones that were 

able to enroll in this program they helped me give the tools to 

unlock my daughter's brilliance and now instead of her being 

so far behind her peers she's now academically ahead of a lot 

of them and we were given an application for her to test for 

the highly capable program I know that if she wouldn't have 

got this early intervention that her story would have come out 

a lot di�erent and instead of getting an application for the 

highly capable program I know my daughter would have got a 

referral for the special education program because my 

daughter didn't even start speaking until a�er two.”

– SHEREESE, KENT, WA

“Emma is my 5 year old. She was born weighing 1lb 3oz and 

was 11in long. She spent her first 4 months of life in the NICU. 

When she was born I was not given very much hope for her 

future. She has worked hard from the day she was born to 

prove the doctors wrong. Emma entered ECEAP at age 3 and 

started with just special services. She needed physical therapy 

to help her not only master some gross motor milestones but 

also to help her with self-regulation, impulse control and 

pre-planning.  At 3.5 she was able to enter the classroom and 

receive physical therapy during school. She just graduated 

from physical therapy and is now developing on track with her 

peers. She started Kindergarten in the Fall without an IEP. I 

know that her success is in large part because of the 2 years 

she has been in the ECEAP program. I wish that Jadyn would 

have had the same opportunity. ECEAP works; I have seen it 

with my own child.”

– DAREE, SPOKANE VALLEY, WA


