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Thank you to our partners at the NC Justice Center for providing some of these 
questions 

FAMILY ECONOMIC SECURITY 
	   How will you address the challenges of North Carolinians who work low-paying jobs and struggle 

to support their families 

What measures do you support to help working mothers and fathers make ends meet? 

More than 1 in 4 NC children lives in poverty.  What policies would you support to lift families out 
of poverty and improve upward mobility? 

Other states have raised the minimum wage, provided workers the right to earn paid sick days, 
and established paid family leave insurance programs.  Would you support these policies for North 
Carolina? 

Access to affordable quality, child care is critically important for families, yet North Carolina has 
moved to limit subsidies and has cut funding for proven early learning programs.  How would you 
help families address the need for quality early learning and affordable child care?  

Many middle-class and low-income North Carolinians now pay more taxes, thanks to changes in 
the tax code like the expiration of the Earned Income Tax Credit. How will you make the state tax 
system fairer to working families?  Do you think allowing the North Carolina EITC to expire was a 
mistake?  

What will you do to make sure that working families aren’t paying a greater share of their incomes 
in taxes than the state’s wealthiest do?  

Recent tax reforms have left North Carolina facing a $5.3 billion shortfall over the next five years 
which threatens our public investments in education, health care, early learning, and 
infrastructure. Would you stop future tax cuts from going into effect and take a fiscally responsible 
path to funding public services?  

What will you do to ensure that North Carolina can make investments in core public services, like 
public schools and public health?  

How will you reduce the harm that the 2013 cuts to the unemployment insurance system did to 
North Carolina families?  

The debt North Carolina owed the federal government for unemployment benefits will be paid off 
in 2015. Do you think it’s time to roll back the 2013 cuts to the unemployment insurance system?  



 

EDUCATION & EARLY LEARNING 
	   In a recent bipartisan poll by the NC Early Childhood Foundation and the First Five Years Fund, 86 

percent of North Carolina voters say making sure children get a strong start in life is a top priority for 
the state.  What will you do to ensure children get a strong start? 
Public support is strong for NC’s proven early learning programs, NC Pre-K and Smart Start, but 
recent years have seen significant cuts to these programs.  Will you support restoring funding to NC’s 
early learning programs? 
Do you think current state funding for public schools is adequate? If not, how do you propose North 
Carolina raise the funds necessary to boost its investment in our children?  
The NC General Assembly and Governor McCrory have a constitutional responsibility to ensure that 
every student in North Carolina receives a sound basic education. Do you think they are living up to 
that responsibility now?  
North Carolina students need up-to-date textbooks, computers, and other basic supplies in order to 
get a quality education that will prepare them for good jobs. How would you ensure that teachers and 
students have these essentials of education?  

GUN SAFETY  
 Changes passed in 2013 weakened NC gun laws to allow concealed weapons in places where our 

children play, eat and learn: playgrounds, pools, state parks, restaurants, and even in cars on school 
grounds. It also prohibits local governments from passing ordinances regulating concealed weapons 
within their own jurisdictions; even public schools and parks cannot opt out. Where do you stand on 
this law? 

 Backgrounds checks are an important step in protecting North Carolina children, women and families. 
Background checks would keep guns out of the hands of domestic abusers, terrorists, felons and those 
with mental illnesses that cause them to be violent. According to a 2013 Elon University poll, 93% of 
North Carolinians support background checks for gun sales. Where do you stand on background 
checks for all gun purchases?  

TOXIC CHEMICAL REFORM 
	   Over 80,000 chemicals are on the market that have not been tested for safety. Where do you stand on 

passing strong laws to regulate toxic chemicals? 

Growing scientific evidence links growing numbers of childhood cancers, early onset puberty, and 
learning and developmental disabilities to environmental exposure to toxic chemicals.  What will you 
do to keep NC’s children safe from toxic chemicals? 

ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE 
	   Do you support accepting federal funds to expand coverage to those who can’t afford insurance? 

If not, how do you propose getting health services to the more than 300,000 North Carolinians in the 
coverage gap? 

Can rural hospitals survive in the state if we continue refusing federal funds to expand health 
insurance coverage? 

VOTING 
	   Recent changes to NC voting laws, including voter ID laws, the elimination of same day registration, 

and limits on early voting hours, disproportionately impact women and will make it more difficult for 
all voters to participate in the political process.  What is your stance on these recent changes? 

The elimination of voter pre-registration for 16 and 17 year olds will make it more difficult for young 
people to be involved in the civic process. Where do you stand on eliminating barriers to participation 
for young people? 


