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Dear Member of Congress,

MomsRising members from across the country agree: Congress must act quickly to end the Bush tax cuts to the wealthy, 
stop tax hikes for the middle-class, and avoid the “fiscal cliff.” 

Why? 

Ending the Bush tax cuts for the richest 2% – those households making over $250,000 a year – would generate about 
$1 trillion in revenue. But if these special tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans continue, we won’t be able to protect 
middle-class families and priorities like education, Social Security, Medicaid, and Medicare, from deep cutbacks. Clearly, 
we can’t afford to keep giving tax cuts to those who need them the least.  

This is why MomsRising are coming together to deliver a message directly to you: Moms can’t “bear” more than our 
fair share. Don’t push us off a fiscal cliff. Don’t raise taxes on middle-class moms and families in order to protect tax cuts 
for millionaires and billionaires. End the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy to defend investments in America’s middle class, 
prevent drastic cuts to healthcare, education, unemployment insurance and other critical economic security programs. 
Protect Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Security – as well as moms and families on Main Streets across the nation.

Why should Congress listen to women and moms? Because: Women and moms were a decisive voting bloc in the elec-
tion; we voted based on the issues that most affect us and now we are redoubling our efforts to ensure a bright future 
and a fair shake for our families.  The election may be over, but our work has just begun.  

MomsRising is mobilizing its more than 1 million members to bring forward the voices of moms and families on Main 
Streets across the nation who are struggling. We simply can’t balance the budget on the backs of children, seniors, fami-
lies, and those most in need. It hurts our families, and our national economy alike.

In the last few weeks, thousands of MomsRising members have sent letters to Congress (a partial list is available at www.
MomsRising.org/FiscalCliffStories), started organizing in-district meetings, and shared hundreds of moving stories that 
illustrate the fact that our family budgets can’t be stretched any farther.  And we will continue to make our voices heard.

A selection of those stories is below. These stories tell of the impossible choices and improbably triumphs of families who 
will be impacted by the “fiscal cliff.”  As you continue negotiations around the fiscal cliff, please keep these families in 
mind.

** Additional stories are available on our website and are being delivered to Congressional district offices the week of 
December 3rd. To see more stories from your state go to: momsrising.org/FiscalCliffStories ***

Moms’ message is loud and clear: Congress must not sacrifice the well-being of our nation’s families in order to keep tax 
breaks for the wealthy.  

Thank you for all that you do,

Sincerely,

Kristin Rowe-Finkbeiner
CEO/Co-Founder, MomsRising.org

December, 2012
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Terri, Sutherlin, OR
We have had these tax cuts and 

loopholes for 10 years! No jobs...no 
progress! The top earners want to 
pay their fair share! Ask Bill Gates 
or Warren Buffet! We all need to 
pay our fair share to keep America 
strong! Hiding income from taxes 
is UNAMERICAN and punishable by 
law! 

Let’s close those loopholes so 
the cheaters can’t use them any-
more! Middle class America is the 
backbone of our country. Let’s back 
solar and wind power and run from 
big oil and their influence! 

Angela, Hillsborough, NC
My family of six spends $400 per 

month more for food and gas than 
we did 4 years ago. The minimum 
increase in salaries for my husband 
and I have not kept up with the 
rising prices on necessities. We are 
refinancing our home in order to 
lower our mortgage and balance 
our budget. Our vehicles are 13 + 
years old and we need to buy an-
other mode of transportation soon. 

We cannot handle an increase 
in taxes on our middle class fam-
ily income. We should not have 
too, when an increase in taxes on 
the most wealthy would generate 
enough revenue to cover a tax in-
crease on the masses of middle 
class.

Carol, Rocklin, CA
We need to get this straight-

ened out ASAP so the working mid-
dle class does not suffer anymore at 
the hands of our elected officials.

Cristin, San Jose, CA
When my husband and I chose 

raising our child as a priority over my 
time-consuming, demanding job, 

we eventually found ourselves with-
out good health care benefits. Al-
though we are still relatively young 
(mid 40s) and are quite healthy, we 
have high deductibles (due to pre-
existing conditions) that discourage 
us from seeking regular health care. 
The healthcare options for teachers 
(me) and small business owners (my 
husband) are not serving us. 

It is unjust that we have to make 
this kind of choice between a good 
family environment and good 
health care! I see Obamacare as a 
step in the right direction and hope 
to see other benefits for families 
who continue to be main contribu-
tors to our economy and society.

E, Summerville, SC
As a sole proprietor, my tax rate 

last year was 25 percent. Yet Mr. 
Romney pays almost half that. Talk 
about entitlements! End them for 
the super-wealthy. Either the Unit-
ed States of America is a democ-
racy, or it is not. I want to live in a 
democracy – not a theocracy, not a 
plutocracy – a democracy. 

The voters have expressed 
themselves and will continue to 
do so. Women, minorities, youth 
have sent a message: If you disre-
gard, dismiss or underestimate us, 
you may end up ‘shell shocked’ and 
‘dumbfounded.’

Francine, Washington, DC
My spouse is a Vietnam Veteran 

in a nursing facility, Our social se-
curity checks and retirement in-
come is not sufficient as it is now 
to pay for his car and the rising cost 
of medical care and prescriptions. 
Along with the VA’s garnishment 
of his check for none payment of 
all the co-pays incurred while wait-
ing to get compensated for PTSD a 
tax increase for us would put more 
stress on our already stressed to 
the limit income. But why should 
the rich care? They do not have this 
problem and never will. 

Ana, Siloam Springs, AR
I have been working since I was 

17, and raising two children of 
my own and another child I share 

MomsRising Members Speak Out on the Fiscal Cliff

“As a sole 
proprietor, my 

tax rate last year 
was 25 percent. 
Yet Mr. Romney 
pays almost half 
that. Talk about 
entitlements!”

E, Summerville, SC

OF AMERICAN
CHILDREN
are covered by medicaid
or Children’s health insurance program

nearly one third

http://www.pgpf.org/Chart-
Archive/0097_children_medicaid_chip.aspx
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with my husband (my step-daugh-
ter though I hate calling her that, 
because she is my daughter) and I 
have never asked the government 
for help with things like s.s.i. And 
yes even though my other 2 babies 
are grown (one joined the army na-
tional guard, to help with school, 
and the other working a ft job and 
helping me) I am still raising them, 
both getting ready to go to college. 

And right now I am really con-
cerned because when I really need 
the government to help me now 
I am afraid there will be nothing 
there for me. I have done some-
thing to my back and even after 
surgery (5 years later) I am not able 
to work right now and not sure if 
I will be returning to work or not 
since we really do not know why my 
back is causing me so much pain. I 
have been off work since February 
this year. At this point in my life I 
am not where I thought I would be. 

My husband and I have had to 
file bankruptcy in order to keep 
our house, so right now especially 
since I am fighting for social secu-
rity disability (they denied me for 
every thing right now) there is no 
way we will be able to afford to 
help our children with college. Also 
we are counting on an income tax 
return to help with needed repairs 
on our house (the roof over both 
porches, front and back, have leaks 
or holes in them.) 

So if there was an increase on 
taxes or a cut to social security then 
we would be hung out to dry, since 
right now we are living off a very 
tight budget (especially with all the 
medical bills and cost of gas to get 
me to the dr.’s office two towns 
away.) Without a little help from 
our government right now my chil-
dren will not get the education 
they deserve and we would not be 
able to survive. 

Taxing the middle class even 
more would hurt people like me. 
Please let there be a government 
system intact to help the people 
who need it most and keep that 

government intact to let our chil-
dren know that when they grow 
up there will still be a government 
there that is ‘of the people, by the 
people, for the people.’

JoAnne, Fort Myers, FL
I divorced when my son was 7. 

He is now 34. My entire life was 
a struggle to make sure he had a 
good education, food in his stom-
ach, clothes on his back and a roof 
over his head. 

I never collected welfare and 
worked my butt off making horri-
ble living wages yet my taxes were 
paid. I would go for years without 
getting a raise yet the cost of living 
escalated and continues to do so. 

Why are we, the Americans 
who make this country what it is, 
penalized? If it weren’t for us, the 
wealthy would not be wealthy. 
We make the money for them. 
Therefore, they need to pay.  Bad 
enough, they refuse to give us liv-
able wages so more can go in their 
pockets. Their sense of entitlement 
needs to go. They have enough tax 
loopholes. Pay up!

Jean, Pearland, TX
I would like to retire, but do not 

feel well enough prepared to do so. 

I continue to work and am 71 yrs. 
old! My savings were diminished 
1/2 in the stock market crash. They 
have still not made their way back. 
What savings I do have are mak-
ing minimal interest. I have come 
to the end of the road of know-
ing what to do. I do not owe bills, 
but my home is not paid for yet. If 
taxed more, goodbye vacation and 
goodbye retirement. 

This is a rotten state of affairs. 
I have been working since I was 
12. Now, even my Social Security, 
Medicare and healthcare is in jeop-
ardy. I have done everything right 
and others (politicians, bankers, 
financial) have destroyed my plans 
through their actions and deci-
sions. It really is not fair! Just try 
to squeeze a little more out of us. 
Something will have to give.

Mary, Liburn, GA
I am a divorced mom of a col-

lege aged son and high school 
aged daughter, and my ex is not 
able to pay child support. I have a 
job as a writer for a university mag-
azine, making the nation’s smack-
mid-level average wage. I freelance 
for extra money whenever a free-
lance gig is available. We (or rather, 
mostly the bank) own our home, a 
split level in a middle-class suburb 
where we’ve lived for 12 years. I 
have two dogs and four cats. I drive 
a used Prius. My son attends college 
on a courtesy scholarship because I 
work at the college. 

This past year, it has been a chal-
lenge to make my paycheck last 
the month. I refinanced my house, 
delayed our dental and vet visits, 
put off my daughter’s sport’s team 
payment, buy clothes at goodwill, 
don’t own a smart phone, and still, 
my 82-year-old dad has had to help 
me out with thousands of dollars in 
loans/gifts, just to pay for the ba-
sics. My family is making it work, 
but just barely. 

g

“I have been 
working since I 
was 12. Now, 

even my Social 
Security, Medicare 
and healthcare is 

in jeopardy.”

Jean, Pearland, TX
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For all middle class families 
like me, we could use a break. We 
aren’t deciding which fine restau-
rant to frequent or what designer 
handbag to buy, we are deciding 
between milk and orange juice in 
the supermarket aisle, and wheth-
er a small cavity can go another six 
months without being filled.

G.B., Raleigh, NC
With health care costs rising for 

a family of four, utilities, food, and 
gasoline costs spiraling out of con-
trol; how can a two income house-
hold save for a college education? 
There is no money left to save. No 
money left for swim lessons, bas-
ketball, football or soccer camps. 
It’s No to the pro-sports game or 
decent family vacation. Can’t! For-
get about grandparents helping. 
They went broke in the economic 
deep recession. Can’t help at all. 

A tax increase on a family of four 
with an income below $130,000 
means they have to cut back on 
what? BASICS. Ask the top two per-
cent to give up an expensive vaca-
tion for a less expensive one; pay a 
little more in taxes so that families 
making less can survive.

Delois, Rio Vista, CA
The middle class continues to 

lose jobs and if we get them the 
pay is very low. But we still have to 
pay taxes and the continued high 
prices even though we do not get 
salary increases. The rich continue 
to get the freebies and the con-
stant write offs. They know all of 
the loop holes. There are some re-
ally unselfish rich who welcome tax 
increases to help our nation with 
the deficit. Warren Buffet for an 
example.

Silver, Tolland, CT
In a nut shell, I worked really 

hard in my twenties getting a bet-
ter education so that I could stand 
on my own and raise a family. My 

husband and I met in the military 
and served a combined 15 years of 
service. He stayed home for four 
years with my two young boys so 
that I could work and finish nursing 
school. We were told that we made 
to much to even get food stamps 
while I was working and going to 
school full time. Thank god for the 
Montgomery GI bill, or I would 
have not been financially able to 
continue my education after leav-
ing the service. 

It has now been 12 years since I 
was honorably discharged and I did 
get my degree in Nursing. I am still 
living pay check to pay check but 
find out ways to work extra shifts 
to pay for the extras I want my chil-
dren to be able to have, sports ac-
tivities and an occasional fun night 
out. Gas prices have made a huge 
difference in our choices. Going to 
the movies is out of the question. 
My husband works hard and his 
pay check is the same amount I pay 
for in taxes every year. People don’t 
believe it until we show them. 

WE make a combined total of 
about 120 thousand a year. I know 
that we are better off than most 
but it is hard to work this hard for 
something and feel like you haven’t 
made much of a difference finan-

cially. Luckily we have put some 
away into a 401k but constant dip-
ping into is hard to swallow. Thanks 
for reading my story.

Rebecca, Monroe, WA
The baby boomers, who have 

raised their kids, and are now may-
be assisting in raising their grand-
children, have already invested and 
put hard work into a future that 
may not exist.We spent a good 
share of our retirement invest-
ment on caring for a daughter of 
college age, who became too sick 
to work or attend school. As a re-
sult she lost her college insurance. 
Her health care if uninterrupted 
could have given her back her life 
much quicker and could have pro-
tected our own future.We deserve 
a future without having to worry 
about our children’s and their chil-
dren’s futures. 

Affordable health care for fami-
lies as well as singles is essential 
for economic security in families. 
Wealthy people, who hide their 
income in off shore accounts, who 
can avoid paying their fair share 
and complain about health care 
laws disable the small business and 
local family from becoming full-
fledged contributors to their own 
future as well as the economy.

Mary, Louisville, KY
 I worked till I was 69 yrs. old so 

I could rebuild my retirement fund 
after the 2008 wall street drop and 
subsequent recession. I’m hoping 
to make my money last but every-
thing has gone up except my social 
security cost of living adjustments.
Now our elected officials would 
rather cut social security and medi-
care so they can spare taxing the 
wealthy their fair share! That’s why 
I voted for Obama.

Hannah, Greenville, SC
I’m only 20, and I have it easy 

compared to most, because I’m 

“We aren’t 
deciding which 

fine restaurant to 
frequent... we are 
deciding between 
milk and orange 

juice in the 
supermarket 

aisle...”

Mary, Liburn, GA
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not a mother, and I have a family 
who helps, but change needs to 
happen. If these tax cuts are taken 
from those of us in the lowest tax 
brackets, I won’t be able to make 
my mortgage payments, or buy the 
new car that I need to get back and 
forth to work. Nor will I ever be 
able to have children like I’d like to. 

Nina, Flossmoor, IL
In 2010 I became a single mom. 

I thought that my income level for 
a single mom was fairly sustainable 
however I learned differently. My 
take home pay is shrinking year af-
ter year. I am a government worker 
with an average salary in the low 
50’s. Every month I pay more than 
half my salary to taxes such as prop-
erty, local, federal, state and taxes 
for purchases. I am forced to seek 
assistance from food drives because 
after I pay my mortgage, utilities, 
gas to go to and from work, there 
is nothing left. 

My monthly property taxes 
(which were never reduced by the 
County even after the value of my 
home went down drastically) cost 
more than what I pay monthly for 
my mortgage. I never thought I 
would see the day when property 
taxes each month cost more than 
the mortgage. Then when you add 
in federal, state, and miscellaneous 
taxes, I’m left with nothing. 

It’s sad when a person works so 
hard and over 60% of their salary 
goes to taxes and health care cost. 
It seems everything is increasing yet 
I make too much money to qualify 
for anything. How dare anyone say 
all I want is a handout when I have 
paid my share plus all my life. It’s 
time for those who have benefited 
from my sacrifices pay their fair 
share. 

Anna, Portland, OR
My husband and I emerged from 

the recession with one less car, one 
full time job [mine] and a construc-

tion company that has started 
building again (his and mine). But 
my job with a nonprofit would be 
‘on the block,’ and if the recession 
returns, there go our building con-
tracts. Again. 

One son and one daughter work 
for nonprofits. Two sons are self-
employed, both – you guessed it 
– construction. They are doing ok – 
right now. This ‘cliff’ could take us 
all down. Why would elected offi-
cials put corporations ahead of the 
ordinary, but voting, public? Please 
don’t let this happen. I’m one of 
many and I care.

Maja, Chicago, IL
I have worked full-time for 

over thirty years in law enforce-
ment, as has my husband, though 
he has more than 40 years’ worth 
of full-time work. Many of those 
years were on a swing shift and 
outdoors. The whole time, we paid 
into a pension fund that we hope 
will be there in two years when we 

might be able to retire. 

I am angry that there are so 
many wealthy people who haven’t 
worked like we have, but they 
don’t pay their fair share of taxes, 
park their money overseas without 
penalty, and they get golden para-
chutes. That’s wrong!

Gail, Peabody, MA
My husband and I both rely on 

our Social Security checks to sur-
vive. In addition, my husband has a 
small disability check for injuries re-
ceived while he was serving in the 
military. I have a small retirement 
check from Delta Air Lines, my for-
mer employer. We must pay for 
our healthcare plans, taxes on our 
home, insurances, etc., out of our 
seemingly shrinking monies. 

Our 34 year old son returned 
back home after his divorce. He has 
survived a deadly form of cancer 
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and is enduring side effects from 
the treatment. Our grandson, who 
is almost 6, comes to our home 
since both parents share his custo-
dy. Even though we no longer have 
a mortgage, we struggle to pay the 
taxes every year. It is important that 
we keep our home. Even though I 
have not worked for many years 
I am trying to find a way to make 
some money preferably by working 
out of our home. 

Our story is not unique but we 
are among the many who are find-
ing it increasingly difficult as we 
trudge through Life. Our political 
representatives seem to have NO 
CLUE as to the difficulties of the av-
erage person. They are too wealthy 
themselves and get too many spe-
cial benefits for their positions.

Kathy, Poplar Bluff, MO
I think that the wealthy should 

get taxes raised but not the work-
ing middle class people due to the 
fact that it would hurt most of the 
middle class due to the economy 
but the wealthy can afford more to 
go out of their lives than us!!! 

LaVelle, Nampa, ID
I am the mom of three kids and 

a new small business owner. I am 
still paying student loans and debt 
I acquired from going to school 5 
years ago. Our family makes about 
$68,000 with both me and my hus-
band working. We’ve never gone 
on fancy vacations nor live in an 
expensive home, yet we struggle 
to meet our monthly expenses. We 
contribute to our community in 
many ways but we are part of the 
‘47%’. To increase our taxes would 
be devastating to our family.

Jennifer, Wahpeton, ND
My story is short but not simple. 

My husband and I have a 2 year old 
boy and another on the way. We 
just found out that our baby has a 
very severe heart defect called Hy-

poplastic Left Heart Syndrome. We 
don’t have a large income, I work 
for the USDA-NRCS and my hus-
band works for MN-DOT. We don’t 
have much left at the end of the 
month after all the bills. Now we 
will be faced with even larger bills, 
medical bills. 

Larger taxes for the middle 
class could bankrupt us. The load 
that we, as the middle class, carry 
is growing too heavy of a burden. 
We work hard and contribute to 
our communities. We aren’t look-
ing for handouts, just a fair shake. 

Virginia, Desoto, TX
I worked over 30 years and so-

cial security were taking out of my 
check every week before I even re-
ceive my weekly pay. I paid into so-
cial security so when I retire I would 
have enough money to pay for my 
living expenses. Now I’m not sure if 
they are going to try and take my 
social security away from me that 
I paid for, no one gave this to me , 
I paid for it with 30 years of labor.

Sophia, Lawrenceville, GA
I am a mother of three beauti-

ful and intelligent daughters. One 
is grown and independent, one is 
eleven, and the other just turned 
18 and moved in with her sister, the 
independent one in order to save 
for college. We can’t afford to send 
our daughter directly to college so 
she is working and saving and es-
tablishing residency so she can go 
and pursue her degree in a year or 
two. 

This recession has hit my fam-
ily hard. My husband has not had 
a full time job in three years. He 
works here and there whenever 
he can, but has no benefits. I work 
fulltime and insure myself and my 
daughters but cannot afford to 
cover him. Our fiscal cliff is both 
no health care coverage for my 
husband and trying to assist our 18 
year old with her college monetary 
needs. It’s hard to be a 50-year-old 
mother and not be able to give 
your child the money she needs 
to pursue her education. She is a 
bright, lovely honor student who is 
an over achiever and a joy to know. 
She not only got excellent grades in 
school, but gave back to her com-
munity by running the Ecos club at 
her High school as well as oversaw 
the Ecology club at the local grade 
school.  She deserves a chance to 
succeed. 

If our taxes go up, I fear that 
she may not get the opportunity 
to pursue her dreams. She wants to 
be a Marine Biologist. Please please 

“The load that 
we, as the middle 

class, carry is 
growing too heavy 

a burden... We 
aren’t looking for 
handouts, just a 

fair shake”

Jennifer, Wahpeton, ND

those earning more than
$250,000 per year 

ending bush-era

in savings over ten years

t a x  c u t s  f o r
the wealthy

will generate
$1 trillion
http://www.americansfortaxfairness.org/state-reports/
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please, give her a chance. My hus-
band has been blessed with good 
health most of the time but when 
he gets sick or needs medication, 
we stand on that fiscal cliff again. 
He is asthmatic and needs regular 
meds and has had a recent auto ac-
cident resulting in minor injuries.  

Such things take a ‘bite out out 
of our budget’ and we have looked 
over the edge of that fiscal cliff a 
few times. Please keep us from hav-
ing to jump off. Please support the 
end of the Bush tax breaks for the 
wealthy and keep our expenses 
down. 

Mary, Trent Woods, NC
I am a retired civil service em-

ployee living on my retirement. 
I am also providing for daughter 
who works part time in the school 
system. My husband passed away 
5 years ago. He worked for 40+ 
years as an engineer and manag-
er for private industry and fifteen 
years for civil service. He was able 
to draw social security and a small 
retirement for CS. When he passed 
away, I was unable to get any social 
security and a check for only $800 
from his CS retirement.   

While I consider myself fortu-
nate, I am frightened by the state 
of this country’s economy. I, and my 
children and grandchildren depend 
on my monthly check.  Please don’t 
increase my taxes. I did without pay 
increases during my employment 
because Congress voted on partial 
payment to CS employees. I can’t 
afford to have that happen now.

Carole, Fort Washington, MD
I retired in 2000, my husband 

was forced out of the computer 
business as much of those jobs went 
over seas. Social security and my re-
tirement income from the State of 
Maryland are important sources of 
income for us. But we also work, 
I have retrained to be a mental 
health counselor, he works nearly 

everyday as a substitute teacher. 

We live conservatively, we’ve 
worked hard all these years and 
want to be fully functioning mem-
bers of our society for as long as we 
are able. Let the 1% pay their fare 
share! The ‘entitlements’ are not 
that, we worked for them and they 
are needed by our middle class, our 
elderly, our families. our children. 
The middle class is what American 
runs on. We need our government 
to support its people so we can sup-
port it.

Trudy, West Chester, PA
I do not really have a story. I 

am one of the people who might 
have to pay a little more and I have 
no objections if my money goes 
toward making life better for the 
47% and not the 1%. Paying down 
the debt is important but not at 
the expense of growth and health 
of the nation. 

Congressmen, do the job you 
were elected to do. Lead the coun-
try and follow the American way. 
This has always been a country 
where we help those less fortunate 
especially the most vulnerable, the 
children. For God’s sake do your 
JOB! You were elected by your lo-
cal constituents and the PRESIDENT 
was elected by the majority of the 

country (popular vote and electoral 
vote) I think that makes him the 
DECIDER as one of your own said 
once!!! 

Elain, New York
I was able to realize my dream 

of owning my own home. I was 
thrown out of my house by my fam-
ily growing up. And still managed 
to make my American dream come 
true. There are too many details to 
describe my family’s abuses...Thank 
you President Obama

Deborah, La Crosse, WI
I am a single mom – I teach at a 

university in Wisconsin. When I was 
younger, I knew that I could work 
hard, better myself through educa-
tion, and I wouldn’t have to worry 
about sending my kids to college or 
my retirement. Presently, I am one 
of the teachers in Wisconsin who 
took a $4,000 pay cut. I haven’t had 
a raise since the early turn of the 
century. 

All around me, things are get-
ting more and more expensive, 
and my salary is going down, rath-
er than up. Currently, I am taking 
nothing extra out of my pay for re-
tirement other than what the state 
demands, and my take home pay 
for 9 months (I am a teacher with a 
masters degree) is a little more than 
$36,000. I work during the summer 
to earn an addition $7,000 so that 
I can pay my bills. Even though I 
am paying for it, I am lucky to have 
health insurance. I am grateful for 
that. I know that many families 
have it worse. 

Please don’t hear me as com-
plaining. I’m just telling the facts. 
My oldest just graduated from high 
school last year, after dealing with 
some medical issues. I’m not sure 
how I am going to pay for a college 
education. Although my take home 
pay is low, my gross pay puts me 

“...We have 
looked over the 

edge of that fiscal 
cliff a few times. 
Please keep us 
from having to 

jump off.”

Sophia, Lawrenceville, GA
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above the poverty level, and too 
high to receive financial aid except 
through loans. You tell me: how 
am I supposed to spend money to 
increase the economy when I don’t 
have any money to spend? 

My state budget was ‘balanced’ 
on my back. Don’t push the federal 
budget on my back as well. I’m hav-
ing a very difficult time when I see 
CEO’s and stockholders making off 
like bandits – and I’m scraping by. 

The American Dream? It doesn’t 
exist for me anymore. I don’t be-
lieve it exists at all, quite honestly. 
The bar has risen way higher than I 
can meet, given my pay, the cost of 
goods and resources, and my taxes. 
My children and I will figure out 
how to get them through school. 

We’ll manage. That’s what I’ve 
done all my life. Jokingly, I’ve told 
them that they are going to have 
to have a good income, as they’ll 
be supporting me in their garage 
apartment. :-) The bottom line, 
though, is this: The bar for reaching 
a comfortable standard of living 
(and I’m saying comfortable - shel-
ter, transportation, food, medical 
care, education – not 7 houses and 
3 cars, etc.) has risen. 

It costs me more to live, and I’m 
living with smaller salary. I don’t 
have a quarter of the retirement 
my dad did at my age. He retired 
at 55 years old, and I’m 57. I’ll be 
depending on Medicare and Social 
Security.  

I don’t begrudge those who 
have more than I do – BUT I do 
want them to pay their fair share of 
the resources they used to get more 
than I do. There is common wealth 
that belongs to all of us. If we use 
more of that ‘common wealth’ in 
resources, it’s only fair that we pay 
our fair share. Those with more 
need to pay their fair share.

Lucile, Lynchburg, SC
I have worked for 34 years as a 

teacher. I am 60 now and look for-

ward to retiring when I am 65. I am 
a middle class American who has 
worked most of my life serving chil-
dren in their pursuit to learn and 
parents in their pursuit to educate 
their child. I am about to enter the 
world of Social Security as my base 
income. 

I did not make enough money in 
this service field to be taken care of 
in my retirement years as I worked 
for an independent school, not a 
public school. I don’t need any ad-
ditional taxes as I well just be able 
to make my budget without any 
additional expenses. I won’t have 
insurance so I will need to pay for 
that, which is an exorbitant fee.

Please take a load off of our 
middle class, most of whom belong 
in the service fields. What would 
this nation do without those of 
us who are called to teach, nurse, 
counsel and take care of social 
needs? We are the middle class and 
we have worked most of our lives. 
We do not need to be burdened by 
additional taxes. 

Most wealthy business people 
don’t have to worry about health 
care or retirement income, because 
they made enough in their choice 
of careers to put enough or more 
than needed in their retirement 
pot or they were able to hire peo-
ple to manage their income. 

We in the middle class cannot 
afford those luxuries. We have 
taken care of your children, adults 
and all those with service needs all 
of our lives and worked hard with 
great passion and much overtime 
Now please see how much we need 
you to watch out or us.

Roberta, Golden, CO
For decades, inflation has been 

outpacing wages more and more, I 
never wanted to be rich, but only 
to be comfortable in my old age. I 
have worked very hard my whole 
life, sometimes holding multiple 
jobs. I also took care of my aging 
parents for several years. Now, the 
little that I have saved in mutual 
funds keeps shrinking, and espe-
cially with health care costs still 
bankrupting people, I feel like I just 
don’t stand a chance. No matter 
how hard I struggle, I will probably 
end up a bag lady.

KS, St. Paul, MN
My parents were Depression Era 

kids – they scrimped and saved all 
Dad’s working life, and with invest-
ments (excepting Enron) managed 
to save $800,000 on a middle class 
salary. My mother had a stroke 20 
years ago. When Dad (Mom’s only 
caregiver, at home) passed away 
from prostate cancer, Mom had 
to go to Assisted Living, and then, 
after she broke her ankle and was 
unable to rehab enough to do 
wheelchair transfers, into a nursing 
home. 

Since she had money, we had to 
‘self-pay’ at the nursing home – an 
amount which grew from $4,000 
to $7,000 per month the more care 

“What would 
this nation do 

without those of 
us who are called 
to teach, nurse, 

counsel and take 
care of social 

needs? We are the 
middle class and 
we have worked 
most of our lives.”

Lucile, Lynchburg, SC
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Mom needed as she declined from 
her disability. 

When Mom finally ran out of 
money, we were able to get Med-
icaid coverage for her, which pays 
a good chunk of the nursing home 
fees (Dad’s social security and pen-
sion all go to the nursing home 
too, except for $70/month that 
Mom gets to keep for herself. Now 
that she has terminal cancer, Medi-
care Hospice is taking care of her 
pain-relief needs, sending people 3 
times a week to give her bed baths, 
sending a visiting chaplain once a 
month, and volunteers who read to 
her and bring their dogs to visit. 

Medicare Hospice has taken a 
big burden off my shoulders and 
has prevented the worst of my 
Caregiver Burnout (I’ve been see-
ing to Mom’s needs for 10 years). 
Please, Congresspeople – don’t cut 
Medicaid or Medicare! My mother 
will be dead soon enough from the 
cancer, please continue the cover-
age that is making her last days 
comfortable, if not happy.

Katherine, Louisville, KY
I was wealthy for a great deal of 

the time while raising my children, 
and was able to give them the best 
of everything. I know what it is like 
to be blessed with financial secu-
rity, but felt it was my duty to help 
the less fortunate. I even bought 
my servants (in S.E. Asia) a house. 
But due to a failed business, we had 
to file bankruptcy and today have a 
hard time making ends meet. 

I think it is selfish of the very 
wealthy to insist on a tax break to 
help stabilize our country, when 
doing so would not change their 
life style at all. I’ve been there and 
know that! Knowing that the rich 
mostly capital gains only means 
they carry even less of a burden!

My husband, now 72 is dying of 
cancer, and we depend on Medi-
care to prolong his life and keep 
him out of pain. We are too old 
to work and depend on less than 

$1,500 / month to keep the roof 
over our head and stomachs full! 
When he dies, I have no idea how I 
will survive. Keep in mind we have 
paid an enormous amount of taxes, 
including S.S. taxes, during our life 
time. 

Dora, Sunnyvale, CA
For the 40 some years I have 

worked hard and long to stay on 
top and climb the career ladder 
with many sacrifices and losses due 
to economic recession. I was poor 
growing up and I made it my goal 
to give my family a better life than 
mine. I suffered many hurdles in my 
lifetime from losing our jobs, rising 
property taxes, medical illnesses, 
low pay, unable to qualify for any 
assistance due to limitations placed 
on the middle class that struggle 
along with the poor. We lost our 
last home due to upside down 
mortgage and the loan company 
failed us without any assistance of 
adjusting our mortgage to be able 
to keep our home.

As a middle class taxpayer, I pay 
more taxes that Romney and all the 
rich people. As middle class taxpay-
ers we are caught in the middle and 
are expected to maintain the poor 
and the rich without any assistance 
from the federal government. We 
have to pay money promptly but 

when we are entitled for some 
refund for overpayments it takes 
longer to get it back. It seems it is 
just a tactic of using our money to 
make up interest for the companies 
themselves.

I firmly believe it is just plain 
GREED that drives the rich people 
who in turn have their ways with 
lobbyists to influence the Republi-
cans.Rich people can afford to be 
taxed to compensate the lower 
people at the totem pole. Look at 
their homes, clothes, cars and all 
the luxuries they have. They should 
try living according to the stan-
dards of the poor and middle class 
and learn to be humble!! 

Wouldn’t it be nice if everyone 
earned equally across the board? 
Wishful thinking with our present 
high society. As for the fiscal cliff, it 
is just plain baloney. Tax the rich as 
they should be taxed. As for busi-
nesses, they announce they have 
great earnings at quarter ends, 
yet within the company only the 
executives give themselves large 
compensations while the rest of 
the real workers are left behind 
earning with small to nothing pay 
increases not to mention that tools 
of the trade that should be made 
available for the employee to carry 
out their duties are not replaced or 
even provided. Something is very 
wrong with this picture for as long 
as I have lived and worked. 

My most memorable accom-
plishment I made in my life was the 
time IRS told me to my face I would 
lose everything I had and owned 
because I could not afford to pay 
my federal taxes. My husband and 
I had 2 small children, a mobile 
home, property, truck, car and bills 
to pay that we managed very well 
before his father’s trucking busi-
ness ended. My husband ended up 
learning a new job trade where 
he brought in $78 a week. Two 
months later I returned to work 
with my school district when it 

g

“I know what it is 
like to be blessed 

with financial 
security, but felt it 

was my duty 
to help the less 

fortunate.”

Katherine, Louisville, KY
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opened it’s doors for school season. 
That summer we only qualified for 
one month of food stamps and had 
our electricity turned off. We scari-
fied to make it work. We made it 
painfully through with no assis-
tance from anyone other than my 
own mother provided us with food 
as needed. She still had 5 children 
at home she took care of herself. 

With my faith in God and my 
desire to survive with my children 
we managed successfully with limi-
tations that made us more humble 
and appreciative of what we did 
have and what came to be. To this 
day, I have found many ways to 
make it work by finding small ways 
to make the little extra money we 
needed to have vacation treats for 
my family. I will continue to strug-
gle and I praise my God for He has 
given me the strength and courage 
to go on with my terminal illness 
for the last 14 years to be able to 
work and take care of my family. 

I just hope that I will get to see 
the day when people can work to-
gether to help everyone around 
them. Only question I have, what 
happened to the reasoning behind 
the Boston Tea Party when our 
forefathers of the New England 
Colonies who fought to escape 
from paying taxes to the British not 
to mention our fight for our Free-
dom? We now are paying taxes, 
taxes and more taxes!!

Felicia, Fort Pierce, FL
When I retired in 2011, it was an 

anxious and fearful time: my home 
was ‘under water’ financially and 
unsellable, my last year of income 
had been frozen and I was about to 
embark on living on a fixed income 
that was less than half of what I 
had been earning. 

With the support of faith, family 
and friends I projected optimism, 
believed the President would lead 
us forward to better times and 
did not look in the rear view mir-
ror, either figuratively or literally. 

I relocated, made new friends and 
threw myself into the Presidential 
campaign trying to keep in office 
a President that would understand 
and be sensitive to the needs of 
people like myself. I also worked 
to defeat a Tea Party Congressman 
and replace him with an energetic 
young man who supports women 
wholeheartedly. 

Times have been difficult and 
there have been some anxious mo-
ments, but no regrets. Like many 
times in my life: hard work and 
faith have been rewarded. There 
are things you can do when you are 
young like raising 3 children alone, 
taking care of a child with a disabil-
ity, caring for an aging parent or 
returning to school to start a new 
career in middle age. All of these 
challenges I faced, but old age is 
not for sissies and one runs out of 
‘fresh starts’. Obama understands 
that. 

Now it’s time to make Congress 
responsive to ALL the people. It is 
time the rich paid a little bit more. 
Like millions of other women, I’ve 
done my part and faced every ob-
stacle head on; our elected offi-
cials may have to make some hard 
choices but it should never be on 

the backs of those on fixed incomes 
or who need compassion and sensi-
tivity in order to survive. 

Patricia, Sachse, TX
I just recently retired after teach-

ing middle and high school for 36 
years. I am raising my grandson 
on a fixed income. I cannot afford 
anymore money coming out of my 
meager check. If I was a millionaire 
or a billionaire, I would be happy 
to help out my country and pay a 
little more because I could afford it. 
I still have a mortgage, car and col-
lege loans from my child that I put 
through college. 

I don’t want to lose my home or 
be forced to move into an apart-
ment because I can no longer pay 
my house note. I simply cannot af-
ford to pay higher taxes. I would 
most likely have to go back to work 
and this would make me very un-
happy. Congress, please work along 
with President Obama and take the 
necessary actions to insure the fu-
ture of all middle class Americans. 
Remember why you were put in of-
fice - to serve your constituents not 
yourselves or your friends.

Hortencia, Santa Fe, NM
My husband and I have a new-

born baby and a 3 year old. We 
are both college educated and 
work full time. Costs of food, gas 
and healthcare keep going up. I 
have not had a cost of living raise 
in 5 years, but I am very thankful 
for our employment. It’s tough out 
here. I want the best for my chil-
dren’s future, but it’s hard to save 
when you are paying so much more 
to live. 

Katherine, Lousiville, KY
I grew up in a proud military 

family, my grandfather, an Admiral 
in the Coast Guard, and superintent 
of the Coast Guard Academy was a 
veteran in WWI and WWII, and my 
father was a Coast Guard Captain 

“...Our elected 
officials may have 

to make some
hard choices 
but it should 

never be on the 
backs of those 

on fixed incomes 
or who need 

compassion...”

Felicia, Fort Pierce, FL
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and also a veteran of WWII. They 
both had spotless records, and never 
uttered a swear word! My husband 
and I had a successful business and 
were blessed to provide the best for 
our children as the grew up.

But just as they were ready to 
go to college we had to file bank-
ruptcy and have been struggling 
ever since. I knew what it was like 
to be wealthy and now I also know 
what it is like to be poor. My hus-
band is dying of cancer. We are both 
senior citizens and rely on a small 
S.S. check and Medicare! When my 
husband dies I will have to live on 
less than $800/month! I don’t know 
how I will survive.

I doubt my grandfather and fa-
ther would be proud of the coun-
try they fought for, doing this to 
the most vulnerable in our country, 
while the wealthiest, usually only 
paying on capital gains @ 15%, are 
willing to put our country in a reces-
sion, and force others depending on 
S.S. to become homeless, over their 
greed!

Believe me I paid plenty in taxes 
as well as Social Security, and feel it 
should be there for me now. And 
the Republicans call themselves the 
Religious Right! LOL They must read 
a different Bible than I do.

Kiyomi, Belews Creek, NC
I am a 39-year-old mother of 

an awesome 6-year-old son. I have 
worked as an in-home childcare 
provider for the past 7 years. Work-
ing with and for children and their 

families has always been my passion. 
It is a highly fulfilling and demand-
ing job that goes far beyond a 9 to 5 
in many aspects. I am also an online 
college student pursuing a BA in 
both Early Childhood Education and 
Applied Behavioral Science with the 
goal of becoming an elementary 
school teacher in the future. 

It is important for me to use this 
forum to speak out against raising 
taxes on the middle class because 
we simply cannot afford it. As the 
gap between the upper and lower 
class widens, the middle class is 
forced into one category or another, 
and during trying economical times 
it is much more likely to fall into the 
lower class struggles. In my small 
childcare business I am very con-
scious that I am in a position to help 
families that are in much the same 
situation as I am. It is a struggle to 
get from one paycheck to the next 

for all too many people. 

Raising taxes on the middle class 
could cause many negative effects 
on the everyday lives and overall 
well-being of many families. It must 
not be forgotten that it is primarily 
the middle class that keeps the econ-
omy in motion. We are the workers 
and the consumers. We make up the 
larger part of the backbone of this 
country and must be valued as such. 
It would make much more sense 
to go where there is money to be 
taxed, the upper class and extreme-
ly wealthy. All classes are intercon-
nected and depend upon each oth-
er whether directly or indirectly. 

Taxing the wealthy instead of 
the people who are just getting by 
would be the more intelligent and 
healthy thing to do in order to keep 
the economy circulating and pros-
perous.

Valerie, Crescent, PA
I have two boys in high school. 

One’s a senior and looking at col-
lege next year. I need to know that 
Washington is totally committed to 
giving families like mine the ability 
to keep our heads above water. I 
gotta tell you, I can’t afford to give 
a dime more in taxes, or health in-
surance, or gasoline expenses. 

I’m sinking in debt as it is and 
won’t see the end of it until my 
sons eventually head out on their 
own someday. Someone with more 
money than they know what to do 
with will need to step up and take 
on some of the burden of paying 
for our roads and bridges and Head 
Start and WIC and the military and 
all the other programs that keep 
this country going.

Eleanor, Hopelawn, NJ
If the working and middle class 

have to pay taxes on every pen-
ny they earn why shouldn’t the 
wealthy also.

http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/final_hr8_taxbudgetfederalfactsheet.pdf

ALLOWING THE 2009 TAX CUTS FOR LOW AND
MODERATE INCOME FAMILIES WILL MEAN THAT

TAX BENEFITS THAT HELP KEEP FAMILIES OUT OF POVERTY
( like Improvements to the child tax credit & Earned income credit )

25 MILLION AMERICANS WILL LOSE

“I need to know 
that Washington is 
totally committed 
giving families like 
mine the ability to 
keep our heads 
above water.”

Valerie, Crescent, PA
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Ann, Philadelphia, PA
As an aging electrician, my 

husband can’t go on those high 
ladders any more. Recent college 
graduates, out kids can’t find work 
in anything except food service. 
That leaves me, ‘Mom with PhD’ 
as the only real ‘breadwinner’ for 
the four of us if I could make a real 
salary, but I only get low-paid, one-
semester contracts as an adjunct 
college professor, with ho health 
insurance or any other benefits. 
What will become of us in another 
couple of years?

Joy, Snellville, GA
Even though I’m eligible for 

retirement in 2013, I’ve decided 
to continue to work past 66. Just 
trying to do my share to help my 
country and to serve as a good ex-
ample for my grandchildren. 

Nicole, Kodiak, AK
The cost of living is nowhere 

near millions of dollars. If that is 
your salary, you can afford to pay 
your fair share of taxes so that chil-
dren, seniors, single parents and 
others who count their pennies ev-
ery day can afford basic necessities 
like health care and food.

Jessica, California
We are $50,000 in debt due to 

college loans and health care ex-
penses. We are just making our 
payments and holding on to our 
house. We are worried about miss-
ing one payment and seeing our in-
terest rates shoot to 24%! We can-
not afford to pay and more in taxes. 
Please preserve or pass new tax cuts 
protecting the middle class!

Felicity, Portland, OR
I have an amazing son who, 

thankfully, just graduated with 
scholarships and honors from high 
school. While raising him much on 

my own, I needed state and federal 
support (food and medical) while 
I went to school to obtain skills to 
help my community (I work in men-
tal health). My community has ben-
efited greatly from what I learned 
and my passion on the subject, pri-
marily my supportive nature and 
resourcefulness, and it has helped 
me get to where I was trying to go. 

I don’t have a lot of money and 
didn’t plan on it because I did, after 
all, choose to work in this field. But 
I do pay taxes and I have to work 
out payment plans to do so, which I 
don’t mind because I see where the 
money goes, to some extent. 

Because those taxes I pay help 
to teach and support severely men-
tally ill people from ending up on 
the street, and a system of early, 
true recovery is set up upon early 
onset, these clients of mine are 
learning valuable skills that not 
only keep them from relapsing but 
also make them valuable members 
in the peer supportive community 
and the larger community. They’ve 
learned about supporting others, 
self-care, and resourcefulness – 
things I taught them because they 
were shown to me, by my commu-
nity. (Thanks for the food stamps, 
by the way! We ate organic). 

Now my son is in northern India 
during his gap year before college, 
as a volunteer, teaching English to 
young people in rural communities 
so that they can get into college. 
He’s also learning about completely 
sustainable energy (solar) and food 
resources (building greenhouses) 
that he will bring back to the U.S. 
and benefit the community where 
he lives. 

It’s win win win all the way 
around and it’s because people 
gave and people were resourceful 
and people received the support 
they needed. I can’t pay any more 
in taxes. But I’m willing to do my 
part. Imagine how far reaching 
these programs could be if we had 
more funding? Lets encourage our 
citizens to be of service to each oth-

er and give any way they can. 

If a young man with chronic 
mean voices in his head can learn to 
manage his life and then give back 
to his community, wealthy people 
can overcome whatever seems to 
stand in their way to offer support 
to the people who need help. Just 
a thought, the DSM-V will be out 
soon and greed may one day make 
the criteria for a mental illness. It 
has some of the markers... Just say-
ing. Thanks for reading.

Elaine, Houston, TX
I am a single, professional moth-

er. I have tried to do all things right 
regarding my life planning... but 
circumstances continue to push me 
backwards. I am a college graduate 
who spent over 15 years working in 
the IT industry, before I was laid off 
due to overseas job exports. 

I did as I was encouraged to do 
at the time... go back to school and 
find another trade! Because of my 
heart to work with children, I went 
to school to become certified to 
teach and became a Public School 
Teacher. After teaching a couple of 
years, I did another thing that I was 
encouraged to do to better myself 
in the Education arena. I went back 
to graduate school and earned a 
Masters Degree in Instructional 
Technology. 

Where am I now? I am knee 
deep in debt again due to student 
loans and medical bills. My salary 
as a teacher is woefully insufficient 
to cover all my expenses (including 
my student loans). Medical benefits 
are horrible as a teacher in Texas. 
So I am also struggling to pay medi-
cal bills from a bout of illness with 
my son and me last year. My fiscal 
cliff is January 2013, when I will be 
required to pay back over $20,000 
in student loans!

Donald, Blue Ash, OH
I have cancer and can barley af-

ford my oral chemo now. Without 
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the tax cuts continuing, I can not 
afford my medication. I am retired 
on Medicare!

Marilyn, North Kingstown, RI

I am a retiree after teaching for 
35 years. During that time, I con-
tributed to both Social Security and 
our state pension plan. Already, 
our pensions have been cut and fu-
ture COLAs ended. If Social Security 
and Medicare takes a hit, I will be 
slipping farther down the econom-
ic ladder. But more importantly is 
the impact the descent of our great 
country into a plutocracy will affect 
my two grown daughters and my 
grandchildren. 

Avoiding the fiscal cliff and sav-
ing the middle class is essential for 
every income level. Nobody makes 
money in a vacuum. And the grow-
ing separation between the worker 
bees who have enabled the 1% to 
accumulate ridiculous and unnec-
essary wealth will ultimately end 
badly for all of us. 

We all deserve better, even 
those who think protecting the 
very wealthy is going to make this 
country a better place to live. 

Cara, Sparks, NV

Everyday expenses are increas-
ing while our salaries and insur-
ance coverage are shrinking. I work 
for the state of Nevada and have 
a work furlough and have list my 
step salary increases and longevity 
pay. 

My daughter will be going to 
college in 4 years and it is difficult 
to save for that with rising costs 
and demands. Sadly. I have it better 
than many in this state. Please give 
the middle class some relief!

Janice, Ashburn, VA
In April 2013, I will be moving 

from my home of 17 years because 
of inappropriate lending practices 
and being ignorant to the full facts 
at the time refinancing occurred. 
Now, I am fully educated and aware 
that a ‘balloon’ payment is due. Yet, 
I have been trying to resolve this is-
sue since 2009 without any success 
once aware that I even have a bal-
loon payment. 

My contract has now been sold 
to three different mortgage com-
panies, and regardless of all the 
government programs made avail-
able from the fallout of the housing 

slump do not help. You know why? 
Because if an individual does not 
carry a certain percentage of debt 
or not in foreclosure, and have a 
good credit rating... it does not ap-
ply, per the Government HEMP Pro-
gram, which I have in writing from 
the Government. I cannot get a 
new mortgage loan because prop-
erty values are still at their lowest 
points, therefore if I sell, I still lose. 
Now I am looking to RENT a home 
until this phase has passed. 

My question is, why are there 
no programs/entitlements in these 
instances, which forces individual 
out of their homes, causing more 
foreclosures and bankruptcies to 
skyrocket, and lose the “American 
Dream”? Additionally, I will begin 
paying on tuition payments in 2013, 
which I may have to defer because 
of the lack of confidence in the sys-
tem in this instance and will need 
to double my savings if I intend to 
pursue homeownership. 

My employment could potential-
ly be in jeopardy because I work at 
a government subcontracting com-
pany where government contracts 
are not being awarded in addition 
to government cut backs on gov-
ernment spending…I still believe 
and have faith in our democracy…
but lately I have had my doubts.

Yvette, Durham, NC
I have so many single mom 

friends who have no choice but 
to work hard every day, at both 
their jobs and raising their kids. For 
them, there is no break. It is these 
very women who are making most 
of the financial decisions in their 
families, they are small business 
owners, nurses, educators, news-
paper journalists, producers, repre-
senting all walks of life. Please do 
not push them over the cliff when 
they are already squeezing more 
than 24 hours of love and work out 
of each and every day.

g

http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/final_hr8_taxbudgetfederalfactsheet.pdf

ALLOWING THE 2009 TAX CUTS FOR LOW
and MODERATE INCOME FAMILIES WILL 

cut the american opportunity
tax credit for college expenses

“My daughter 
will be going to 
college in four 
years and it is 

difficult to save 
for that with 

rising costs and 
demands.”

Cara, Sparks, NV
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Rachael, Wellesley, MA
As a daughter of a mother in her 

eighties, as a mother and grand-
mother, as a successful small busi-
ness owner (and one who would be 
taxed at a higher rate under Presi-
dent Obama’s plan) I strongly urge 
all members of Congress to look at 
the facts, take their responsibili-
ties seriously and work together to 
appropriately tax those who are 
fortunate enough to make more 
than$250,000 per year. 

While there may need to be 
adjustments to Social Security and 
Medicare recognizing demograph-
ic changes, these social contracts 
should be kept out of politics and 
out of the federal budget. It sick-
ens me to think that those who are 
elected to public office make their 
decisions without regard to practi-
cal realities the rest of us deal with 
every day. 

I know I should be taxed at a 
higher rate, and don’t mind paying 
it as long as the rules apply to those 
making even more than I do. The 
vast majority of Americans who do 
not make as much should not have 
to carry an inordinate tax burden.
Stop posturing and be adults. We 
have much bigger issues to face 
even than the fiscal cliff!

Lynn, Clearwater, FL
Middle and lower class Ameri-

cans have been feeling the heat 
for years. While salaries are stag-
nant or lowered, everything else is 
going up, from Health, Auto and 
homeowner insurances, to power 
and water bills, to food, clothing 
and every other basic necessity. All 
this while conservatives continue to 
push for tax cuts for the wealthy, 
the group that needs it the least. 
The majority of Americans sent 
their message on November 6, 
2012. Are you listening?

Dorothy, Oswego, IL
Too many of our children are 

graduating from college and are 
unable to find suitable employ-
ment; at the same time they are 
burdened with unsustainable levels 
of student debt which cannot be 
paid with the minimum wage jobs 
they are being forced to take. This 
is a crisis situation right now, and if 
we don’t address this issue in this 
country we will be sacrificing an 
entire generation’s future income/
tax paying potential for short term 
bank profit.

Adrienne, Fredonia, NY
I am a college professor and 

my husband runs a small business 
that we personally financed. We 
live in a rural community in West-
ern New York, an incredibly tough 
area to run a retail establishment 
in. We have four children, and we 
live month-to-month on my salary 
and the little we can eek out of the 
store. We have no savings other 
than my retirement, and large per-
sonal debt from past failed busi-
ness ventures. 

We’re on our third establish-
ment in thirteen years....which is 
not at all uncommon in the small-
business community. We can only 

afford daycare two days a week for 
our youngest child, so my husband 
can’t optimize the business. There 
is no room to stretch this budget. 
We’re very fortunate to have good 
insurance, but if we didn’t, we’d be 
in real trouble meeting the health-
care needs of our family, as well. 

Megan, Seattle, WA
I am a public school teacher. I am 

still paying off my loans from grad 
school. My husband is currently in 
grad school and still paying off his 
under graduate loans. We are both 
in our 30’s and professionals; how-
ever, we still cant afford to start 
saving for our daughters education 
(and we have another on the way). 

If our budget got stretched fur-
ther, we would need to defer pay-
ment on our loans and continue 
to wait to save for our childrens’ 
education. The American Dream is 
looking further and further away. 

Bonnie, Wellesley, MA
We aren’t in the position to 

stretch our budget any further. 
We are a young family with 2 chil-
dren and are expecting a third. Just 
meeting our necessary family ex-
penses - food, heat, clothes – is a 
challenge. 

Cutting back on Medicaid, Medi-
care, and Social Security is uncon-
scionable – we need to take care 
of our widows, children left with 
out a parent, our elderly...we are a 
humane society. Increase taxes on 
the wealthiest – they can afford it 
and have benefited from crazy tax 
breaks for years.

Rebekah, Springfield, MO
Yes!! End the Bush tax cuts! The 

wealthiest Americans should pay 
their fair share. They influence a 
larger percentage of the economy, 
and should accept responsibility 
for that. My husband is disabled 
and we rely on Social Security and 

“I know I should 
be taked at 

a higher rate, 
and don’t mind 
paying it as long 
as the rules apply 
to those making 
even more than 

I do.”

Rachael, Wellesley, MA
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Medicare for his treatment. 

Our already tight budget can’t 
take any more stretching! It’s com-
pletely backwards that people 
with less money pay a higher tax 
percentage! We should all pay the 
same percentage!

James, Oxford, NJ
I’m a single parent of two boys. 

I am gainfully employed as an Ana-
lytical Chemist. On a good day, I am 
struggling to pay the mortgage, 
heat my house, feed my family, and 
provide a solid future for my loved 
ones. A tax increase will put an un-
due burden on my finances. 

I believe tax breaks for the 
wealthy should be eliminated or 
reduced so that the middle (lower) 
class doesn’t foot the bill. I don’t 
think my situation is unique, as 
most Americans are in similar or 
worse situations.

Kathleen, Ohio
I have been working full time 

since 1986. I am fortunate to still 
have a job but because of the fi-
nancial crisis beginning in 2005, 
my income has stayed the same 
but my costs have increased every 
year. I am working longer hours for 
less money. Since I bring home less 
money, 98% of my take home pay 
covers my family’s basic living ex-
penses. I have very little to spend 
on new items for my household, a 
new automobile, any type of major 
purchase that keeps our economy 
running. Are 100 million people in 
my same situation or worse? 

Think about it. If the average 
American cannot purchase new 
products, then the GNP will contin-
ue to drop. 100 billionaires do not 
have the purchasing power of 100 
million people. Will 100 billionaires 
buy 100 million clothes washers, 
will they buy 100 million cars, will 
they buy 100 million houses. No. 
The average American’s decreased 
disposable income will float up, 

(opposite of trickle down). Lever-
aging tax policies to benefit the 
minority will eventually bankrupt 
the minority. It seems pretty simple 
to me. 

Make people understand that 
policies that benefit or increase the 
buying power of the majority, will 
benefit all – the majority of aver-
age working Americans and the mi-
nority, wealthy Americans. 

Arieta, Cincinnati, OH

I have worked since I was 16. My 
parents raised me with the saying... 
be the best you can be no matter 
what your job may be give it all you 
got and be proud of your work. But 
lately I wonder what is it all for? I 
see the rich getting richer and the 
poor getting poorer. I see men car-
rying balls making millions of dol-
lars, while the teachers and the 
policemen and the hard working 
middle class be oppressed and de-
pressed. Am I included in that 47%. 
No, I feel like if you work hard, you 
should be rewarded for all your 
hard work. 

I do not want any handouts, 
just a fair chance to provide for my 
family. I don’t want to worry about 

if my dad will be able to afford his 
medicine or rent for that matter. I 
want to see my college educated 
kids get a fair chance to enjoy the 
American Dream... not looking for 
a handout, just a fair chance and 
appreciation for my contribution 
to this great country. 

I want to see everyone treated 
fairly and not judged by the color 
of their skin or where they live or 
drive. Do you know most of you 
have received handouts to get to 
where you are. IT’s because of the 
hard working middle class people 
that the rich can enjoy their life-
styles. 

I pray that God will touch the 
hearts of the wealthy and give them 
the desire to pay their fair share, so 
we all can live a better life. It’s not 
rocket science, people… May GOD 
have mercy on us all.

John, Philadelphia, PA
My wife and I are 67 and 66 

respectively and still working. We 
look forward to retiring in the next 
few years. We are counting on So-
cial Security to supplement our in-
come and on Medicare to help with 
medical expenses. Tax hikes and re-
ductions to government programs 
would present a serious hardship 
for us. 

Our four children are in their 
30’s with young children. The par-
ents work hard to provide educa-
tion and health care for the kids. 
A higher tax rate would put addi-
tional stress on each family.Seems 
to me that common sense calls for 
those families with higher incomes 
to pay their fair share of the bur-
den.

Carroll, Ennis, TX
My husband is retired and re-

ceives some income for retirement, 
but we are holding together three 
different households due to the 

g

“I want to 
see my college 
educated kids 

get a fair chance 
to enjoy the 

American dream... 
not looking for 

a handout, just a 
fair chance...”

Arieta, Cincinnati, OH
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economy. If just one emergency 
hits, we would be wiped out along 
with two other households. I am 
still working but, on a retired in-
come and one that I bring home 
it is not near enough. I wish that 
they could try to live on our income 
for just a week. Then maybe they 
would have more understanding 
for the middle class. 

We proudly pay our share to be 
citizens of this country and that is 
all that we want from those who 
have more to give. Honestly, I do 
not want them to give me any-
thing, but just the chance for us to 
have a level playing field. 

A roof, food, a job with a fair 
wage, and a chance at a good edu-
cation for our children and grand-
children. My husband does not 
take anything from the govern-
ment or the company he worked 
for, he paid into a retirement fund 
all the years he worked. It is not an 
entitlement, it is his money. End 
the Bush tax cuts now, there will 
never be a better time.

Carol, Tomball, TX
I am an almost 66 year old wom-

an who has worked since I was 15 
years old. I must continue to work, 
even though I would like to retire, 
because I cannot exist on Social Se-
curity each month. I need to have a 
total knee replacement, but cannot 
do so because I cannot afford the 
time off for recovery, and I cannot 
afford the co-pay for the proce-
dure, hospital stay, etc. 

I am frustrated, angry, amazed, 
that the super rich get tax breaks 
that the majority of us do not. We 
are the people that keep this coun-
try working, and we can barely 
keep our heads above water, and 
the super rich (who could afford 
the extra taxes) keep getting what 
the rest of us need. Please do what 
is right and make those who can 
easily afford to pay taxes do so, and 
give those of us who have worked 
hard all of our lives a break.

Mary, N. Chesterfield, VA
I’m going to give it to you 

straight: I was once a member of 
the middle-class, and now I am 
poor. We cannot afford to live the 
way we used to, and probably nev-
er will again. I worry about my chil-
dren, and their children, and what 
will happen to them in the future. 
What kind of life can they expect 
to have? 

If Medicaid, Medicare, or Social 
Security was to be cut back, then 
the security that I’ve worked for – 
and paid into – would be ripped 
right out from under me, and so 
many others. Nobody can afford 
this. Although it’s only a partial 
solution to a huge problem, it is 
clearly high time to end the Bush 
tax cuts to the very wealthy in or-
der to protect investments in work-
ing and middle-class families.

In addition, cutting tax breaks to 
the poor and middle-class will hurt 
this country far more than help. I 
hope you are ready to do your job, 
and make sure that the right deci-
sions are made in congress for peo-
ple like me, and those I represent.

Mayay, Florida
Our family has been on a fiscal 

cliff for the past three years. My 
husband has only found work on 
and off, and my salary was cut last 
year. We are trying to dig out of a 
mound of debt, and if our taxes go 
up it will be even harder. I think the 
tax cuts for the rich should be al-
lowed to expire – the wealthy can 
pay their fair share to help Ameri-
ca’s middle class.

Janice, Lockhart, TX
I am 61 years old and have been 

working since I was 14 years old. 
I have raised children, put myself 
through college, and am now rais-
ing a grandchild. My husband and I 
make less than $100,000 a year and 
over the past 10 years we have seen 
our standard of living slowly erode 
to the point we no longer take va-
cations and can no longer add to 
our savings like we could in the 
past. We are struggling to try and 
find a way to pay for my grandson’s 
college while the little money we 
have saved now goes for essential 
like utilities and the mortgage. 

I see no hope for retirement and 
even less for my grandson’s future. 
There is no longer a middle class 
because regardless of education 
the income of the middle class is 
going down while the income of 
wealthier Americans seems to be 
unaffected by our economic situa-
tion. There is no ‘fiscal cliff’ for the 
wealthy - we are now a country of 
‘us’ versus ‘them’. In other countries 
this is an environment that sparks 
riots and unrest. Is that our future 
and the future of our children?

Dina, Pittsburgh, PA
I am a clerk who works for the 

PA state government. My husband 
is a seasonal worker. He collects 
unemployment during the win-
ter months. His unemployment is 
a fraction of what he makes nor-
mally. We had to move back home 

“If Medicaid, 
Medicare or Social 
Security was to be 
cut back, then the 
security that I’ve 
worked for – and 
paid into – would 

be ripped right 
out from under 

me, and so many 
others.”

Mary, N. Chesterfield, VA
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with my mom so that we could just 
eke out a living and have a little 
breathing room. 

If we had to stretch our budget 
any tighter, we would have to give 
up our car because we would not 
be able to maintain a car payment 
and car insurance.

Janice, Lisbon, IA
I just had to discontinue my 

health insurance of over $600 a 
month for just me under the state’s 
uninsurable pool because I have 
a chronic health condition. It was 
more than my mortgage. 

As a single mom, I have to put 
together several part-time flexible 
jobs to support my kids that works 
around my illness instead of being 
able to afford the on-going medi-
cal care I need. 

Barbara, Old Bethpage, NY
Believe me, I understand that it 

hurts to lose money. We were af-
fluent. We always paid all our taxes 
and gave to charity. We saved our 
money and have retirement funds 
we can’t touch now. 

We are paying almost $2,000 
monthly for health insurance that 
has $1,000 deductible for each mem-
ber of our family. We have not had 
the money to get needed tests, pro-
cedures, basic maintenance done. 
Our children need help but because 
we have assets (that we can’t touch) 
we cannot get them help. We can’t 
get loans because our credit rat-
ing has cratered. We are using sav-
ings for mortgage and debt relief.  
Pay your fair share. You could end 
up like my family. Tax breaks for 
wealthy? Of course not. The Golden 
Rule folks, think about it!

Desiree, Brooklyn, NY
I am a legal seasoned secretary 

and have been looking for work 
continuously. I have and it has been 
a strain on me financially. My un-

employment will cease if the cliff is 
not stopped. Then, what will I do? 
Congress must take some action 
not only for me for millions more 
who have been suffering finan-
cially.

Donna, Clarksville, VA
I am a single adult, drawing so-

cial security and working full time 
as well. If I didn’t work full time I 
could not make it on my social se-
curity alone. We have not received 
a raise where I work in over 3 years. 
We need the government to realize 
how hard it is on the middle class 
in this country. Medicaid, Medicare 
and social security does not need to 
be cut.

Lucia, Portland, ME
Even though Portland, Maine is 

off the beaten path, living expens-
es here are way higher than i had 
anticipated when i took a job here. 
A year later, that company had lay-
offs and I’ve been struggling and 
freelancing ever since, paying huge 
amounts to have COBRA health in-
surance coverage. 

Add to this that I have my col-
lege age daughter living with me 
and am helping to pay for her 
schooling and other incidentals 
so there’s NO WIGGLE ROOM in 
my budget. If there’s a cliff, I’ll be 
among the first to be pushed off it. 

Jeff, Charlotte, NC
I’m a single dad who pays child 

support, but picks up his daugh-
ter from school every day. I have 
a regular job and live paycheck to 
paycheck. I cook at home because 
I can’t afford to eat out, just fine 
with that. I don’t own a TV or have 
cable, fine with that too. I make 
mortgage payments, not sure how 
I was able to do it, but no good 
apartment would rent for what I 
pay for owning my own house. I fix 
everything myself, but my car has 
250K on it and I think the head gas-
ket is going. 

Time to learn something else 
I guess... It’s a good thing I was in 
the military, as I can’t afford an ex-
tra 250 per month for health care 
and I’m now in my 40s (when stuff 
starts breaking down ) I shop for my 
clothes at thrift stores. I am lucky to 
have a good head on my shoulders, 
although I have made my share of 
mistakes like everyone else. I have 
tightened my belt time and again 
since my divorce, and if I can do it 
without whining, so can lawmakers 
and wealthy people. We’re all in 
this together. 

Jennifer, Wilmington, NC
My husband and I work as ther-

apists in the mental health field, 
and we have always chosen to 
work with the disadvantaged, who 
don’t always have access to the 
best care. If cuts to Medicaid and 
to state programs that insure chil-
dren continue, we won’t be able to 
make a living. Unless we stop serv-
ing the people who need us most 
and move toward serving popula-

g

of federal spending pays
for health care and
long-term care

not overhead
http://www.cbpp.org/files/1-12-12bud.pdf

administrative costs
for medicaID are
extremely low

more than 96%
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tions who can pay more for care 
they don’t need as desperately, in 
some cases. 

This is not an easy transition to 
make, however, especially for peo-
ple like us who have been doing 
this a long time and have built up a 
client base and a reputation in our 
community. So, our personal ‘cliff’ 
is the frightening possibility that 
tax cuts for the rich will continue, 
and that further cuts to services 
like the ones we provide will have 
to happen in order to make up the 
shortfall.

Tonya, Woodbridge, VA
I am a single mom with a 15 year 

old daughter. She is a wonderful 
girl and is doing well in school. We 
live in a very nice apartment right 
now but because of the economy 
we will have to now move to a one 
bedroom apartment just so that 
I can start to prepare her for high 
school and college. I will of course 
put her in the room and I take the 
sofa but it is really ridiculous of the 
high cost of apartments these days. 

My ex-husband is not giving 
me much towards child support so 
I make do with what we have. My 
daughter is very understanding of 
the fact that I can’t buy her every-
thing that she needs. I do try to get 
her most of the things but it’s really 
hard out here.

Corby, Rices Landing, PA
I work two jobs and my hus-

band has his own business. We 
rearranged our lives and jobs so 
that our three children could have 
a better life – so that I could pay 
off my undergraduate and gradu-
ate debt – so that we could pay our 
mortgage. 

Forget about saving money – we 
can no longer put money aside as 
we once did, as the cost of living 
hikes (gas, groceries, heating our 
home, etc.) absorb any meager ‘left 
over’ money we have each month. 

I work with children who are 
disadvantaged and experience 
marginalization in school due to 
their mental health issues. Shocker: 
I don’t get paid much (although 
in order to have this job I had to 
have a clinical license and master’s 
degree), hence the second job of 
instructing psychology and sociol-
ogy courses at our local university. I 
work in an impoverished area, and 
I have been paying on my student 
loans since 1999. There are NO pro-
grams that help someone like me. 

Any increase in taxes will hurt 
my family, and my peace of mind. 
I suppose I could take a THIRD job 
or my husband a second job, then 
we’ll NEVER see our sweet children 
- but they’ll be clothed, have food, 
and their medical needs will be 
covered. Why must our family co-
hesion suffer simply so we can pay 
our bills?  

Liz, Littleton, CO
I work part-time for a nonprofit, 

so my job doesn’t offer benefits. 
My husband lost the job he’d had 
for 15 years in April; although he 
has 20 years of experience, he’s also 
of a ‘certain age’ and hasn’t been 
able to find a comparable position 
in his field. He’s working as a con-
tractor at 20% less salary than be-
fore, with no benefits. 

So we are paying our health 
insurance out of pocket, and this 

is cutting into our savings. We’ve 
forgone dental insurance for our 
three-person family until he can 
get a permanent position.If the 
‘fiscal cliff’ situation isn’t resolved, 
we’ll have even more stress on our 
budget, and will have even less sav-
ings to weather the storm. I feel 
like we are standing at the preci-
pice already, and can’t push back 
any further. 

Frances, Boise, ID
My husband and I own a small 

business. We ventured into this 
business right before 2008. Need-
less to say we have been facing our 
own cliff every since. We have two 
children and earn $65,000 gross a 
year. Our daughter has a rare ge-
netic disease that is life long. 

There is no cure and there are 
possible life threatening compli-
cations without regular medical 
treatment. We have state medi-
cal insurance for her called CHIPS, 
where we pay $15 a month to keep 
her insured. Without this program 
we would not be able to afford in-
surance and her condition would 
go untreated. 

We both work hard but unfor-
tunately we just don’t earn enough 
money. We really are just one pay 
check away from losing it all ever 
single month. Please don’t let that 
happen to us and to the majority of 
Americans out there like us.

http://unemployedworkers.org/page/-/UI/2012/EUC-Report-3-
Million-May-Lose-Unemployment-Insurance-Early-2013.pdf?nocdn=1

if congress fails to renew the
emergency unemployment compensation
program before the year’s  end
more than 5 million workers

will be unable to collect unemployment
insurance benefits next year

$
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Angela, Hoffman Estates, IL
If tax breaks are not changed 

immediately for the wealthiest 2%, 
our country is that much closer to 
being a third world country with 
the wealthiest at the top control-
ling the poor with no working class 
in between. Stop trying to sneak 
laws in under complicated legisla-
ture that no citizen can even un-
derstand. Only the 2% who can af-
ford to pay a top lawyer to explain 
it to them can understand.

Amanda, Walnut Creek, CA
My husband works on some 

of the most expensive cars in the 
world – Lamborghinis and Bentleys- 
in San Francisco. He’s worked for 
the company for nearly 10 years but 
we still struggle to make ends meet. 
The company has done away with 
401k matching, makes the employ-
ees pay more and more each year 
for health care coverage (it’s gone 

up every year that my husband has 
worked there), they ask him to to 
cover other people’s jobs because 
they are short staffed (which means 
he’s not producing hours and there-
fore losing money), and his new pay 
plan – which was supposed to net 
him more income – is leaving us in 
the same position as last year. 

Oh yeah, and they just got rid of 
his commuter benefits. They won’t 
pay workers enough to live in San 
Francisco, but now they won’t help 
them commute into the city either. 
We can’t afford anymore expenses.

Mike, Basalt, CO
My family, and the entire coun-

try, was doing just fine under the 
Clinton-era tax rates. Cutting taxes 
under Bush didn’t produce a giant 
economic boost, quite the contrary. 
There’s not been any convincing 
evidence of a correlation between 
tax rates and the health of the 
economy. 

We might have to tighten our 
budgets a bit but most of us will be 
ok, and the super rich will pay their 
share. Let the Bush tax rates expire. 
Then the Congress can have a ratio-
nal (maybe) discussion of what tax 
reforms are appropriate. 

Celeste, Brooklyn, NY
If taxes are raised on middle-

class families it will impact my fam-
ily sharply. My husband will be cut 
off of unemployment benefits in 
late January, leaving us with just my 
salary and what I can bring in from 
my very small home-based busi-
ness. That would not be enough to 
meet our expenses. 

On the other hand we have 
heard for 10 years that the rich 
have to have tax cuts so they can 
create jobs. That’s not true. There 
are now less jobs than there were 
before they were given tax cuts 
they did not need. It’s time to in-
sist that the wealthy pay their fair 
share like everyone else.

Cary, Georgia
I am 61 years old and my hus-

band has cancer. He is still trying 
to work but it is difficult. We’ve 
exhausted what was left after the 
crash of our 401k to pay for medi-
cal bills, home is underwater so we 
can’t sell and if our taxes go up or 
we loose our home mortgage cred-
it, we will be over the cliff. 

My daughter was fired from her 
job because she came down with 
chronic lyme disease and the com-
pany she worked for( an insurance 
co) would not approve enough 
leave for her to recuperate so she is 
living with us.

Emily, Merced, CA
I am a college graduate, with 

honors nonetheless from a top 
ranked school. I serve families with 
prenatal and postnatal education 
and nutrition consults and refer 
for services they need. Ironically, 
after my divorce and on a single in-
come I became the one in need. I 
am lucky to have health insurance 
but am drowning in medical debt 
from surgeries that I had and now 
my youngest child. 

My ex-husband, also a college 
graduate in engineering has been 
unemployed for two years now. 
Our SNAP funds are all we have 
for food and I am not sure how I 
will pay the next medical bill that 
comes in. My children deserve a 
music lesson or to play soccer and 
I have been lucky to find ways to 
pay for it or asked family. Those 
days are running out. My parents 
are now on Medicare and have to 
pay for their secondary coverage. 
My father is a Vietnam veteran and 
both of my parents have worked 
since they were young children. 

With cuts to any program they 
suffer and with any increase to my 
taxes I am not sure how I will make 
ends meet. I am tired of hearing 
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“If taxes are raised 
on middle-class 

families, it will 
impact my 

family sharply. 
My husband will 

be cut off of 
unemployment 
benefits in late 

January, leaving 
us with just my 
salary... That 
would not be 

enough to meet 
our expenses.”

Celeste, Brooklyn
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that those who need help do not 
work hard enough because I help 
families all day every day and many 
times in the middle of the night 
when I get a panicked call from a 
new mother. I also teach part-time 
and see many of my college stu-
dents in the same struggle I am. I do 
not know what to tell them when 
they ask why they should keep go-
ing to school when I did and look 
where it has gotten me. Unable to 
afford a graduate degree and stuck 
in an area where advanced educa-
tion is slim, an online degree could 
be possible but how can I pay for 
that? 

It comes down to this. Each 
month when I make my budget 
there is only one area that can 
give; food and gas. I do not drive 
far places anymore and extra food 
or toiletries are not purchased. I 
couldn’t contribute to my daugh-
ter’s Halloween party in her class-
room. I hang my head and won-
der how I will continue to pay my 
heating bill over the winter when 
propane cost me $350 a few weeks 
ago and that is how our house is 
heated. 

Day to day is how I manage 
these days. Thank god my young-
est daughter uses cloth diapers and 
I still breastfeed or she would be 
like other families I have worked 
with and be on a ration of diapers 
and her food would be minimal. 
Stretching it more means that rope 
breaks. Let those who have slack in 
their rope give a little out so that 
they at least put in the same per-
centage in tax money that us little 
ones do. How does a mother ex-
plain that to her children? Tell me 
how to keep these smiles on these 
faces.

Kathy, Gypsum, CO
I am a mom of two, married and 

work three jobs. My full-time and 
two part-time. I am up at 4:30 most 
mornings to get lunches together 
and myself ready to be at work 

at 6am. After my full-time I will 
go and work a few more hours at 
my other jobs. I usually get home 
by 4:30,just in time to get my kids 
where they need to go, start din-
ner, homework, house work etc. 
My husband does help he is home 
to get the kids off to school and 
he works afternoons home about 
9:30. (We are two ships that pass in 
the night.) 

I don’t mind working this hard 
I am lucky I have a job, but we 
are still struggling. We own our 
home always pay the mortgage 
pay most bills on time but every-
day I get scared what happens if 
we cant’ keep doing this? We don’t 

qualify for help because we ‘make 
to much’ (about $59,000 between 
both of us). I have over $25,000 I 
owe in doctors and hospital bills 
and that is with having insurance!

Somedays I am really tired and 
just want to sit down and give up, 
but I can’t I have two wonderful 
kids so I just keep doing what I can. 
Everyday I look in the paper just 
to see if there is another job that 
might fit in to my life but unfortu-
nately sleep gets in the way:)

Catherine, Laurelton, NY

When I purchased my home 
in Laurelton, New York in 1998, 
my property taxes were $1,200. 
This is the main reason why I pur-
chased my house in the borough 
of Queens. Right now my property 
taxes are so high, over $3,500. 

With everything else constant-
ly rising, I can barely pay this and 
maintain my home adequately. 
Property taxes need to be reduced. 
This is insane!

Sharon, West Nyack, NY
My husband and I (74 and 71) 

have already felt the pinch of ris-
ing prices and the Medicare ‘donut 
hole’. If we lost Medicare, or lost 
more coverage, we couldn’t afford 
most of our meds. My husband has 
had heart disease for 25 years, but 
his doctors and meds have kept him 
going. He still hikes! Due to arthri-
tis, osteoporosis and vitamin defi-
ciencies, I have become weak, thin 
and prone to falls. My meds and 
supplements have made me stron-
ger, if not quite my old self. 

We have both worked hard all 
our lives, and struggled to rise and 
succeed in our careers: music and 
writing. We are still doing what 
freelance work we can find, but 
we have made some big dents in 
our retirement savings. If cut off, 
or back, from Medicare and SS, we 
would run through our savings all 
too quickly; alas, we had hoped to 
have something to leave to our son. 

He too is a musician (which Rob-
ert Schumann’s mother called ‘the 
breadless art’), though not a union 
member, and a writer, is not mar-
ried, and will never be rich. He is 
a wonderful, lovable and talent-
ed human being and we are very 
proud of him. 

We groan at the mere thought 
of having to sell our home, a fine 
old (1840) farmhouse on a wooded 
acre on the banks of a small river. 
We sacrificed to pay off our mort-
gage 20 years ago, and have no 
debts. We moderate our power us-

“Somedays I am 
really tired and just 

want to sit down 
and give up but I 
can’t – I have two 
wonderful kids so 
I just keep doing 

what I can.”

Stacy, AZ
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age; I cook dinner every night. We 
do not deserve to be denied the 
benefits we have striven so hard to 
accrue. 

Karen, Stockton, CA
I am a ‘retired’ Computer Sci-

ence Professor living on Social Se-
curity as my income. Two years ago 
I decided to change careers since 
there are NO education jobs open 
in S.J. County, CA. I have a Mas-
ters’ Degree in Education, a Bach-
elors’ Degree, and two Associates’ 
degrees. I am a life-long learner! I 
became a student at S.J. Delta Com-
munity College two years ago and 
am finishing a Certificate to be-
come an Addiction Counselor.  Un-
fortunately, there is a huge need 
for that where I live!

I am grateful this Thanksgiving 
for CA Prop 30 passing and for re-
cently being hired as a tutor for 6 
hours/week at $10 per hour. I have 
hope to again work as a full-time 
tenured professor or as a decently 
paid counselor. I have a love of 
learning and helping students and 
others. I am NOT one of Romney’s 
47% but work with many who are. 
They are people, just like me, who 
didn’t make it over their ‘financial 
cliff’ yet. 

I have hope that this Adminis-
tration will find a way to close the 
‘Divides’ in the USA. Not just the 
political divides, but the divides 
between ‘haves’ and ‘Have-NOTS.’ 
Please GIVE us all hope for our fu-
tures! 

Larry, So. Lake Tahoe, CA
I have a rare disease, Erdheim-

Chester Disease. Fortunately I’m 
able to struggle through it every-
day and maintain my job so that I 
have health insurance. My biggest 
worry is will the safety net continue 
to be there should I have to go on 
disability? The overwhelming ma-
jority of those with my disease have 
high medical bills and are on dis-

ability. I’ve worked as a social work-
er for over twenty years, working 
with those families who’ve fallen 
through society’s cracks. 

Why do I have to have the ad-
ditional stress of worrying about 
health care? We’re the only indus-
trialized society where healthcare 
isn’t a right it’s a luxury. How do we 
continue to say we’re the greatest 
country on earth, when we don’t 
take care of each other?

Saren, Corvallis, OR
I am 73 years old and still work-

ing full time to keep up with mort-
gage payments and the rising cost 
of living. If there are cuts to SS or 
Medicare my husband and I will 
lose our home. 

Robert, Presque Isle, MI
I am in education. The Gover-

nor of Michigan has taken so many 
bites at my salary (the Apple) that 
he is spitting out seeds. With addi-
tional payments to health care and 
to retirement the cost about 8% 
more of my salary then a year ago, 
so if sequestion happens you would 
have to subtract the 2% from pay-
roll taxes plus roughly $4,000 from 
the tax roll back it could vary mean 
that we would have to give up our 
house or skip trips to the Mayo 
clinic for my wife’s biannual cancer 
check ups not easy to do, so the 
house would go. All that would left 
would be the stem.

Lyn Dee, Iowa City, IA
My husband and I make MORE 

than $250,000 and think we should 
pay more taxes. There are others 
who need more than we do. It’s 
that simple.

Vivian, Lake Hughes, CA
In trying to support myself and 

my son, I had up to now cobbled 
together an income without secu-

rity or benefits. Losing one of my 
jobs at a school which is hampered 
by continuing loss of funds, I con-
tinue to try and keep afloat. My 
ex-husband is working at a job in 
education for less than I have been 
making and for 1/3 of the pay he 
had been receiving for years. 

Looking for a full time job is 
hard when there are so few out 
there. We need the safety nets that 
we have. There are many people I 
hear of who are under employed or 
not employed in their field. Trickle 
down didn’t work. Do not tax the 
middle class. All of us, from the low-
est of the middle to the $100,000 
earners are doing the best that we 
can with what we have. 

Lillian, Houston, TX
First of all and without ques-

tion, the Bush proposal needs to be 
stopped. It doesn’t take a genius or 
someone in Congress to look at our 
Country’s current state. There are 
more poor and middle class fami-
lies fighting a battle everyday just 
to maintain their own structure 
and stability. 

This is not the time for anyone 
taking a seat in Congress to place 
a wedge between Medicare, Med-
icaid, or Social Security. It is a given 
fact, that they too will be in need 
of the same organizations, one way 
or another.

It’s about time that we all stood 
together about these same issues 
which continue to hinder Ameri-
cans today. The Constitution states, 
‘We the people,’ this means all of 
us.

Jenn, Seattle, WA
Our family of 3 has felt safe 

through the downturn because my 
husband’s skills as a medical pro-
fessional are in high demand. If 
he had followed a different career 
path, things might be different. We 

g
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want to live in a society that cares 
for people in times of distress, and 
where everyone has access to basic 
health care. 

We’re willing to pay our share 
into that system; we believe it’s the 
right way to invest in our country.

Katie, Chicago, IL
I’m a mid-thirties woman who 

had a good start to retirement 
savings. Then I had two kids and 
although we make good money 
we are balancing the high cost of 
childcare with a mortgage, child 
support for my husband’s daughter 
from a previous marriage. We are 
a well educated American family 
who is working hard and making 
good money but has too much go-
ing out to maintain personal retire-
ment savings at a level where it can 
get us through our later years. 

My company does not have a 
pension so I’m 100% reliant on 
401k savings. Due to the economic 
downturn my company has stopped 
matching. We need to preserve so-
cial security now so I don’t work my 
whole life and end up in poverty in 
my later years. I’d rather pay now 
then be a burden on my children as 
I age. 

Eden, Baltimore, MD
Autism has no barriers, and the 

wealthiest Americans are as much 
at risk of having their children af-
fected as we are. But the difference 
is that they probably have health 

insurance, and they can afford to 
pay for the life-changing therapies 
that will give their kids a chance 
at a fulfilling, independent life. I 
can’t. 

My 4-year-old son Noah has au-
tism, and if it weren’t for the State 
Child Health Program, we would 
never be able to pay for the speech 
and occupational therapy he des-
perately needs to catch up with his 
peers and keep up. 

If Medicaid is cut back and SCHP 
is defunded, he’ll be out of luck. 
All kids with special needs deserve 
the chance to succeed, not just the 
ones whose parents can afford to 

pay for it. Don’t put my son out 
with the trash. 

Sharleen, Turners Falls, MA
I am a 60 something female 

married to a disabled veteran. Al-
though he can no longer walk with-
out assistance and is in and out of 
the hospital every other month, we 
have been waiting months for his 
disability status to be changed. If it 
weren’t for my income we would 
be homeless. We have already sold 
our house and now rent. I am still 
working 40+ hours a week and re-
tirement is not even on the table 
for me anymore. 

A cut in any direction, be it so-
cial security, Medicare etc. would 
be the end for us. Our only option 
left, after 44 years of marriage 
would be to divorce (if we can find 
money for a lawyer) and leave him 
on his own. This goes against every-
thing I believe in. 

I am sorry but the rich are rich 
enough so they could take a hit 
once in a blue moon to keep the 
rest of us with a roof over our head.

Tiffani, Suitland, MD
I am a woman living in urban 

suburb of Washington DC. I am 
married. I have a graduate school 
education, mid-level manager pro-
fessional, and principle bread win-
ner of my family. My husband is a 
full time student in the process of 
changing careers. I am blessed and 
thankful that I can support my fam-
ily during our transition. 

The debate over increasing tax 
rates for the wealthy angers me to 
no end. I want to spit nails, I am so 
angry! I am appalled that Republi-
cans will fall on the sword to save 
their campaign contributors for 
paying additional tax dollars need 
to support the future growth and 
sustainability of this country. It’s un-
fair that middle class families pay 
more taxes than millionaires and bil-
lionaires.  It sickens me to know that 

HEALTHY KIDS DO BETTER IN SCHOOL
affecting their chances later in life
medicaID is an investment in our future,

http://www.consumersunion.org/pdf/hiresearch.pdf

helping kids GET the health care they
need TO STAY HEALTHY AND DO WELL IN SCHOOL

“All kids with 
special needs 
deserve the 
chance to 

succeed, not just 
the ones whose 

parents can 
afford to pay 

for it. Don’t put 
my son out with 

the trash.”  

Eden, Baltimore, MD
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people with generational wealth 
can hide their money in overseas ac-
counts and lawfully manipulate the 
tax code to reduce their tax rates to 
nominal rates.  

It’s legal grand larceny for mil-
lionaires and billionaires to pay tax 
rates of 0, 5, 12, 13, 15 or anything 
below 30% for that matter. Yes, per 
dollar the exclusive rich pay more, 
but in truth, families such as mine 
living on $100,000 or less per year 
have a much higher price to pay. My 
tax rate is about 24% or $24,000/
year in real dollars. That’s a lot for a 
family of 5 (two kids, mother in law, 
husband, and wife).  

My family and I live within our 
means and make the $86k we are 
left with meet our needs. How-
ever, we cannot afford my tax rate 
or other families like mine to raise 
any further if the Bush Tax rates ex-
pire and there is no provision that 
keeps mine from raising any further. 
Paying additional taxes means a re-
duction in my kids college fund, no 
movie nights, no vacations, no extra 
curricular or enrichment programs 
for my kids. 

The exclusive rich pay more taxes 
will not impact their lives one bit. 
They will continue to live life as usu-
al. Their kids college tuition, vaca-
tions, or other activities of their lives 
will remain untouched. I am angry 
and this better not be allowed to 
continue. The people haves spo-
ken, no they have sent a resound-
ing shout all over the country, they 
want the rich to pay more because 
it helps everyone. Stop fooling and 
make this happen, for all our sakes.  

Erin, Renton, WA
My husband works three jobs 

(two part-time and one full-time) 
and I work one full-time job. We 
have four young children. In cur-
rent economic times, we are just 
barely able to stretch our salaries 
to provide for our family. 

The tax cuts for the very wealthy 
make no sense to me because the 

very wealthy do not have to make 
choices about how much they can 
spend on groceries so they can still 
afford the health insurance pre-
mium for their children. The very 
wealthy should have to pay their 
fair share of taxes, just like the rest 
of us. 

As working parents, we do not 
receive any government benefits, 
and we pay our taxes, yet we still 
have to make difficult choices 
about spending for our family’s 
basic needs. When my family be-
comes very wealthy someday, and 
it falls on me to make the decision 
between paying my fair share of 
taxes, or buying another iPad for 
each of my kids, I will choose to pay 
taxes and contribute to the well-
being of my country every time. 

We are in this together, and 
we need to think of the collective 
good of paying taxes, especially the 
very wealthy who have the finan-
cial flexibility to pay their taxes and 
still continue to live their very com-
fortable lifestyle without making 
serious financial sacrifices.

Christine, Wetumpka, AL
From day to day is a challenge. 

But by the Grace of God we are 
hanging. We would be more than 
honored to acquire a fixed mort-
gage rate of 2% as advertised daily. 
For we are currently paying 12% 
Adjustable Mortgage Rate. Help! 
We need and love our home for 
we have no intentions of leaving 
our main investment for the past 7 
years. We have no car note. Just the 
bare essentials of survival from day 
to day.

With my husband daily medi-
cation requirements it is no joke, 
frequently medical office visits, 
numerous outpatient surgeries is 
no joke – but by the Grace of God 
we are hanging. We use manufac-
ture coupons for every purchase; 
no coupon, no purchase. Trying to 
make the budget stretch a little 
further each day.

Yes, the Bush tax breaks needs 
to ‘go away’ because we do not 
make nowhere near $250,000 per 
annum. We are barely at $95,000 
AGI. We have cut /trimmed so much 
the grandchildren have began to 
ask fiscal questions, for example, 
‘why are we always drinking water 
and no sweet drinks when we are 
eating?’ Of course there are others 
but this one came to mind. 

Bottom line we the ‘Middle 
Class’ truly need a relief not a 
handout but a true Honest finan-
cial break. We are experiencing a 
financial decline but we still hang-
ing by the Grace of God.

Christina, Pinole, CA
I have heard that many more af-

fluent people think it is ok for the 
middle class to do more with less. I 
am on the fringe of the lower mid-
dle class and can not do more with 
less. I have not had a true income 
building raise in over three years. 
The last raise was for bailing out 
the UC system retirement. More 
deep pockets playing with other 
people’s retirement monies. 

Everybody should pay their fair 
share. Even the Unions have a fair 
share. It is ridiculous to think that 
more affluent people are above 
paying for the very government 
that provides a government struc-
ture, commerce, liberty and safety 
for them and for all in the USA. I 
say fair share for all and take pride 
in your country and yourself by 
paying your fair share.

Lois, Norwich, CT
I drive a 1998 car. I cringe every 

time I hear a new noise from the 
front end. I need the car to go to 
work and back. I have no idea what 
I am going to do if it breaks down. 
There is no public transportation to 
either of the two jobs that I work 
at. I support myself and my two 
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children – one is in college, the oth-
er is permanently disabled. I have 
almost nothing in savings. I don’t 
smoke, drink or do drugs. 

I have bean responsible and 
have worked hard to keep my 
household solvent. I cook from 
scratch and make each dollar go as 
far as it can. I am not begging for a 
hand-out. I just don’t see why those 
who HAVE more than enough can’t 
pay as much as I do? If you add ALL 
the taxes – income, gas, sales, social 
security, Medicare, and property 
tax, (yes I pay tax on my cute little 
old car) – then I am paying a much 
larger percentage of my income in 
then most of the owners of Banks 
on Wall St. and there is something 
deeply wrong with that.  

Carol, Manistique, MI
My husband and I are both re-

tired, we live in a area that doesn’t 
have high paying jobs, so we 
couldn’t save a whole lot for retire-
ment, so what we did save is going 
fast do to rising prices on every-
thing. Just everyday things like gas, 
food, medical and utilities. 

If they cut Social security and 
medicare, we are screwed. I feel the 
rich should pay their share, because 
they made their millions from our 
hard work! We worked hard for 
them, now it’s time for them to 
step up and help us.

Karen, Hinton, IA
My husband and I are retired 

and are fortunate enough to travel 
to Arizona for the winter in our 
fifth wheel camper. Our budget 
is stretched to the limit right now 
and if we have to pay more in taxes 
we will not travel to Arizona. Now 
that is no big thing to us but I think 
the Arizona businesses might think 
it is. 

All those campgrounds down 
there could become a desert dust 
bowl very quickly if the people of 
the midwest do not come for the 

winter. Please think about that all 
you Arizona senators.

Diane, Havre, MT
I am a working mother with 

three children. During the Bush 
years my budget was stretched so 
thin that I had to get another job 
to pay my bills and still eat. I re-
cently had to drop the insurance I 
had on my children because I could 
no longer afford it. My adult chil-
dren and grandchildren have had 
to move in with me because they 
cannot find affordable housing. 
The jobs that they can find will not 
pay the childcare bill let alone the 
rent and utilities. 

If things keep getting worse 
and prices going up I may lose my 
home and we will all be home-
less. My mother who is disabled 
is barely able to get by with what 
she receives on Social Security. She 
has to pay for a medicare supple-
ment so she can afford her doctor 
bills and prescription medication. 
If there are more cuts she will end 
up in a nursing home because she 
will not be able to afford rent and 
her medical bills. Not to mention if 
she does not receive her expensive 
medications she will die! 

What is happening that we no 
longer care about our elderly and 
their welfare or our youth who are 
our future? 

Lorena, Bakersfield, CA
My mom had to quit her job be-

cause of a medical condition and 
my father has not found a stable 
job in 4 years. I am the oldest of 3 
and also a wife and mother of 2. 
My husband is the only one work-
ing so we are responsible for help-
ing my parents financially. We are 
both full time students who also 
have a dream of being business 
owners one day. 

Because of this financial crisis 
we have had to support 2 families 
on the salary of one family. We’ve 

been living paycheck to paycheck 
for years now, and sometimes that 
isn’t enough. When we don’t have 
enough to feed both families, I feel 
like a failure because I could pro-
vide enough. My fiscal cliff is mak-
ing sure my families have enough 
to just survive!! 

Brooke, Los Gatos, CA
I have 5 children including a 

handicapped son. My husband mo-
lested my youngest daughter and 
physically abused the others. I got 
a restraining order and borrowed 
money from my mom for a retainer. 
Despite photographic evidence, my 
ex-husband denied everything and 
lied about his income from his busi-
ness. Now we receive only $2,300/
month (on a good month) and if it 
weren’t for my mom we would be 
homeless. 

The divorce system doesn’t pro-
tect children; it impoverish’s them 
and that is why children in America 
are in poverty. All prices are sky-
rocketing now and we try to live 
simpler and simpler. Politicians are 
morally wrong to protect the bil-
lionaires while cutting services that 
provide a safety net to the children. 
Shame on them!

Sarah, Austin, TX
I have had part time jobs for 

decades, most of the time two but 
now only one. Nearly my entire sal-
ary goes to my insurance and my 
rent. It is only with the occasional 
babysitting job that I can pay medi-
cal debts. My education has not 
helped me get more work.

Beverly, Land O Lakes, FL
I have a Masters degree in Edu-

cation and a Bachelors degree in 
Sociology. I have worked with chil-
dren and families for 18 years. I 
relocated to Georgia six years ago 
from New York. I have one son and 
have been a single parent for most 
of my life. I have always worked 
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and have only been on unemploy-
ment twice in my life. 

I was laid off from my job 
01/12/2010 and had to get unem-
ployment. I received unemploy-
ment for almost two years because 
of my president. I will be unem-
ployed for three years in January 
as educated as I am. I lost my home 
in Florida and if it was not for the 
Lord I would have been homeless. I 
will be 55 years old in January and 
I recently registered in St. Leo uni-
versity to get my masters in social 
work so that I can continue to help 
others. 

I voted for President Obama 
because I believe in him. He is 
very compassionate and like me, 
he cares about people. I am in the 
middle class but the middle class is 
depleting. I am in desperate need 
of a job so I can take care of me.

Deborah, North Carolina
I am a married woman whose 

husband hours were cut at work. I 
am the only one working full time. 
We have a mortgage, two vehicle 
payments, credit card bills and we 
are borrowing from Peter to pay 
Paul. If taxes are allowed to expire 
or raised for middle class, I don’t 
know what we will do. 

We are currently behind in the 
car payment and the mortgage 
payment. Trying to keep all our 
bills current has been an ongo-
ing battle. If I have to pay more in 
taxes, we will not be able to keep 
our home, pay our utility bills, buy 
food. My husband is working less 
than 30 hours a week. Please do 
the right thing by making sure the 
rich gets richer and people like my 
husband and myself keep strug-
gling. 

I’m not trying to get rich – we 
just want to be able to pay our 
bills and keep our home. Can’t you 
see that people like my husband 
and myself are the ones who need 
the help. You can’t truly believe 
that we are getting a fair share 

of the american dream when we 
are in jeopardy of sleeping on the 
streets. 

Don’t let millionaires and bil-
lionaires get richer at our expense. 
We are not takers, we have and 
want to work for our shot but you 
have to stop rigging the playing 
field in order to keep us at first 
base.

Eileen, Tampa, FL

I am 68 years and still work to 
help my daughter with her single 
mother struggles. I am a college 
graduate and continue to struggle 
financially. I have back injuries, (job 
related) and I do not think I can 
continue full-time work much lon-
ger. 

Please do not reduce Medicare 
benefits, now that I will be needing 
them. I have been working since 
freshman year of high school and 
continue to work to support myself 
and help to provide for my grand-
children. My mother is 91 years old 
and needs her benefits to pay for 
assisted living. Please protect the 
middle class. 

Kim, St. Paul, MN
Our story is short and to the 

point: My husband and I don’t mind 
working, paying taxes and being 
good people for our city, state and 
country. We also don’t object to 
people who have more money than 
us. However, we do object to peo-
ple who have so much money that 
they object to paying more in taxes 
to insure that our country gets back 
on the right track and levels the 
playing field so that everyone has 
a chance to make a life for them-
selves and their families. 

My husband and I work hard to 
give our family the best we can but 
it’s very disheartening when the 
super rich, i.e., Mitt Romney, the 
Koch brothers, et al., take the at-
titude ‘we work hard and we want 
all of our money.’ Shame on them. 
According to the 2011 MN Tax Inci-
dence Study, Table 3-3, the tax rates 
for 2013 are as follows: my hus-
band and I will pay 11.9% ($99,387 
to $142,225) in State and Local Tax-
es while the Top 10% (more than 
$142,226) will pay 10.4%; the Top 
5% (more than $200,907) will pay 
10.1%; and the Top 1% (more than 
$472,626) will pay 9.7%. People 
who make less than my husband 
and I will pay 12.3% ($76,277 to 
$99,386). People who make $11,299 
to $18,722 will pay 12.1% of their 
income in taxes. 

What is wrong with this picture, 
you may ask? Well, if you can’t fig-
ure it out, then you pay too little 
in taxes.

Wendy, Taos, NM
As a mother and wife, I urge you 

to think about the role of family in 
our society. My husband and I work 
very hard to provide for our family, 
always making sure we live within 
our means. We are committed to 
being the best parents possible to 
our children; we believe this in-
cludes teaching our kids the impor-
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“As a mother and 
wife, I urge you to 

think about the 
role of family in 
our society. My 
husband and I 
work very hard 

to provide for our 
family, always 

making sure we 
live within our 

means.”

Wendy, Taos, NM
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tance of hard work, thriftiness, and 
the importance of community and 
giving back. 

We try so hard to be fiscally 
responsible, and it feels like at ev-
ery turn there are more and more 
expenses we have to cover to be 
responsible. It is crushing us finan-
cially. Our healthcare premiums 
are tremendously expensive and 
still there is so much we pay out of 
pocket that health insurance won’t 
cover. Our property taxes, home 
owners insurance, flood insurance 
(which for some reason all of a 
sudden became necessary to have 
despite never having been flood-
ed- has been federally mandated), 
waste management costs, and of 
course the occasional repairs to our 
property are making it impossible 
to save money. 

We live simply, we have fam-
ily and friends help with day care, 
we do trades within our commu-
nity to save money on services....in 
short, we are truly doing our best. 
But in our attempt to do our best, 
we get less time with our children, 
less time with our families, and no 
opportunity to save for college, va-
cations, or god forbid, a serious ill-
ness or any other incapacitation to 
earn money. 

Something must change. And 
likely many things. We pay so 
much in taxes and yet have terrible 
schools (and we are very involved 
parents), expensive and yet poor 
quality healthcare, mandated in-
surance for our home and property 
that finagles its way out of paying 
for things despite years of premi-
ums. The list goes on! 

The country was founded on 
the principle that the people de-
cided what was best for them, and 
elected people to represent them. 
But corporations really are the ones 
determining policy. They have the 
money to do so. In part because of 
the tremendous tax breaks they re-
ceive. This must stop. The corpora-
tions don’t need protection...they 
need regulation. Families and com-

munities need protection and help. 
We need relief! 

For what it’s worth, I beg of you 
to remember that children need 
parents who are available and have 
time to participate in their lives and 
activities and not just work, work, 
work to make ends meet. The good 
that would come from involved 
parents is so tremendous. Please 
let’s make it possible.

Patricia, Chesapeake, VA
I was a single mom living from 

paycheck to paycheck. Taking 
care of three children. It was not 
easy then  and much harder now. 
I would like to see the congress to 
try living on $312 a month and no 
expensive meals that we know you 
all are used to. 

Now get to work! No tax breaks 
for the rich and super rich! Money 
is the root of all evil. 

Shannon, Oceanside, CA
As a teacher’s wife and dis-

placed worker, we are barely mak-
ing it. Furlow days for my husband 
and my lack of being able to find 
a job has cut our income by 25% 
from 4 years ago. Unfortunately 
we still have the same bills, plus 
two children in college and 2 more 
at home. 

One of the children at home 
has severe allergies so we have no 
choice to buy more expensive glu-
ten free foods. It is time to make 
the wealthy pay their share and 
help those in the middle class from 
becoming homeless.

Joan, Lawrence, KS
Twenty two years ago, I bought 

a house in Lawrence, KS, in order 
to provide a home for my aging 
mother. Mom died in 2006, and 
now I have run out of retirement 
funds and must sell the home my 
mother and I shared all those years. 
I have only my social security to sur-
vive on, and unfortunately it is not 
enough to provide for my needs 
and make the house payment, 
which is $750 a month. 

I am 68 and have some health 
issues that prevent me from being 
active , i.e. COPD and Afib. I wake 
up every morning with this terrible 
anxiety that soon I will be left to 
find a place to live that I can afford 
and leave all my many memories 
that Mother and I shared in this 
home.

Victoria, Albuquerque, NM
I receive Social Security Disabil-

ity and rely on other supplemental 
programs to help me get by. It’s re-
ally important for me to have these 
programs and help available, be-
cause I’m easily prone to excessive 
stress.Without help from the Sec-
tion 8 Housing Program I would be 
paying 70% of my income on rent. 
Without help from the EBT (food 
stamps) Program I would lose 1/3 of 
my monthly food. Without the help 
of both of these programs, I would 
be going off a cliff. 

Here are the numbers: Total 
monthly income = $718; Monthly Rent 
= 500 (without Section 8); Monthly 
Food = 180 (without EBT); Monthly 
Utilities/Phone/Cat Food/Soap and 
other necessities = $200; Monthly Ex-
penses Without Support = $880.

“It is time to make 
the wealthy pay 

their fair share and 
help those in the 
middle class from 

becoming 
homeless.”  

Shannon, Oceanside, CA



MomsRising.org 27

The numbers don’t add up, and 
very shortly I could be homeless if I 
didn’t have the help of supportive 
programs. Let me add as well that 
I don’t own a car, I’m single, I have 
no debt, and yet I would be in debt 
in short order if these programs are 
cut. THIS is my reality and not some 
obscure or made-up scenario. 

I don’t dream of owning a car, 
or going out partying. I don’t 
dream of cruises or vacations. I only 
ask for a quiet, stress-free life. That 
includes people at the ‘top’ to un-
derstand that not everyone wants 
caviar and a jet.

Kelly, Anchorage, AK
I see people in my city every day 

in crippling poverty. Imagine being 
homeless in the far North. My family 
recently made major changes, includ-
ing a move to Anchorage because we 
were being crippled by the expense 
of commuting. My husband is a pro-
fessional with a good job and ben-
efits, for which I am so grateful; and 
yet we can barely afford our monthly 
bills. He works very hard and very 
long hours as a salaried employee 
with no bonus potential. 

We give to others through our 
church and on our own. We rarely 
eat out, go to the show or have our 
two children involved in extracurricu-
lar programs. Our family has traveled 
out of Alaska once in the last 7 years 
to visit family, and we used air miles 
to get there. 

My point is we do not live extrava-
gantly in any way. We have faced ad-
ditional challenges with our children’s 
health; and have been blessed to find 
ways to manage. With a solid career, 
we struggle. How is it right that our 
tax burden be a hardship while the 
wealthiest Americans, who can af-
ford to pay a little more and who 
only benefit by a stronger economy 
in a much bigger and faster way than 
the rest of us, continue to enjoy tax 
breaks? 

I am among the millions of people 
who are fed up with the lack of prog-

ress on our deficit! We must reduce 
spending and all Americans need to 
do there part to pay down our debt, 
even the wealthy.

Jody, Washington

It is so very important to end the 
Bush tax cuts for the very wealthy. Pe-
riod. If you imagine our country as a 
tree, with the ripe – verging on rot-
ten – fruit hanging at the top while 
the rest of the tree, its leaves, roots, 
circulatory system is crying out for 
sustenance and nutrients from the 
‘fruit’ which is not allowed to fall; this 
is the current US of A. Let the fruit 
fall: Spread the nutrients around to 
provide fertile ground for all. Let us 
stop this cess-pooling of nutrient rich 
money at the top.

Our families and our workers are 
tired (and sick) of un-benefited and 
short termed ‘temp work,’ of being 
under-houred, and under employed. 
We work and work and work and 
work, but the getting ahead part 
never seems to materialize. To use 
another analogy: We just get zipped 
off the back of the treadmill. It is dis-
heartening. We are not rewarded for 
our hard work or our loyalty. 

A friend who was just 2 years from 
her 20 year retirement from a large 
insurance company, was just ‘laid off.’ 
The other 5 employees who were 
‘let go’ were also within inches of 
their retirement. Legal and ethical in 
the USA should be synonymous and 
aren’t. What ever happened to ‘Truth, 
Justice, and the American Way?’

Denise, Long Beach, CA

My husband and I have a small 
business that was hit hard in ‘08 and 
‘09. We are 65 and 66 years old and 
starting to collect SS and Medicare. 
These programs that We Paid into 
ALL our working lives, will allow us 
to stay in our home that we own and 
assist us in medical bills in the future. 

The Bush tax cuts should END. And 
middle-income and working-class 
families should receive a break NOT 
the 1% who have benefitted richly 
from govt. tax programs and hand-
outs in the ‘08 financial crisis.END the 
Bush Tax Cuts!! and give U.S. a break!
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of all families with children and

of low-income families with children

OVER one-third (37%) of all

nearly three-quarters (74%)

will lose tax benefits this year

“I don’t dream 
of owning a car 

or going out 
partying. I don’t 
dream of cruises 

or vacations. I only 
ask for a quiet, 
stress-free life.”  

Victoria, Albuquerque, NM
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Leslie, Anchorage, AK
While I feel like our family – all 

of whom work 40-60 hrs/week, 
even in our ‘retirement years’ (I’m 
65), is constantly facing our own 
fiscal cliff, I also want to speak on 
behalf of those that we serve in our 
volunteer work. My husband and I 
both have masters’ degrees, plus 
many additional educational unit; 
all three of our children and their 
spouses have a Bachelors, some 
have MBAs. 

We’re no slouches! Yet because 
of the jobs we have (education, 
management for a non-profit, 
small business) and the limited 
health care offered in them, we are 
all one health disaster or car break-
down away from going over that 
fiscal cliff ourselves. But even with 
our own insecurities, regardless of 
how hard we work, we also do a 
lot of volunteer work with Habitat 
for Humanity, both locally and in-
ternationally, and the families that 
we partner with are amongst the 
working poor here in the U.S. They 
often work more than one job, pay 
way too much for their rent be-
cause they don’t qualify for stan-
dard loans, and more likely than 
not, what they rent is less than 
healthy or safe or decent. 

They constantly live on the edge 
of that cliff – hanging on to each 
other and those of us who are close 
by. And that’s my point – when 
some start to fall, the rest of us go 
with them. If just one of my chil-
dren goes over that edge, the rest 
of us will go too because none of 
us are going to stand by and let any 
one of us not get the health care 
they need at whatever the cost. 
And that will definitely happen 
with the partner families we have 
in Habitat. 

And as one family after another 
goes over their own cliff, those that 
care about them, family or not, will 
go to. Only those that have built 
their own financial walls to pro-
tect themselves FROM US will stay 
on back, lonely as it will be, from 

that ledge. But their walls are high 
enough they won’t even see it hap-
pen, much less care. It’s way past 
time to lower those walls – they 
can still keep them to one extent or 
another – just not to the point that 
they push the rest of us over; not 
to the point that they can’t at least 
see the havoc they are wreaking. 

When I heard some of them say, 
‘everyone has health care, they can 
just go to the emergency room’, I 
heard instead ‘let them eat cake!’ I 
have little hope for the other 2% to 
ever know, understand, or care. But 
I do have hope that those in Con-
gress will.

Mary, Connecticut
We are OK as retired military 

family which has also worked in the 
private sector. We enjoy the medi-
cal/financial security of Medicare, 
a government subsidized medical 
supplement/prescription coverage 
as well as social security. Yes, we 
have given much to receive those 
benefits which includes serving in 
an unpopular war but there is no 
way, in this great country, those 
who are less fortunate for any 
number of reasons should not have 
a floor to keep them from falling 
into deeper despair and misery. 

Asking the most wealthy of us 
to pay the SAME tax rate they paid 
urging the prosperous years of the 
Clinton Administration strikes me 
as a moral imperative. And please, 
no more rhetoric about ‘makers 
and takers.’ We find that rhetoric 
mean spirited and divisive.

Shirley, Texas
I am a single mother and grand-

mother, and do not get social secu-
rity. I am a retired federal civil ser-
vice employee. For that reason I had 
to opt for my retirement instead of 
Social Security. The amount differ-
ences in what I would have to live 
on was too great for me to accept 
SS. At the age of 65, I had to make 

the choice between SS or my retire-
ment. I currently pay $110.00/per 
month for Medicare. 

I also pay an additional $445.00 
for supplemental insurance in or-
der to keep my daughter insured. 
My daughter has two children now, 
and is unemployed. The father of 
the kids is unable to pay any kind 
of support because of unemploy-
ment. My daughter currently gets 
food stamps and that is the only 
way we get to eat. She and her two 
children now live with me because 
she lost her job due to pregnancy 
limitations. We are already unable 
to keep a phone on consistently; as 
well as the internet. The internet is 
needed because this is the quickest 
way for her to apply for jobs, for 
my granddaughter to do her home-
work, and for me to stay in contact 
with other family members. 

I was born with a disability, but 
never let this hinder me from work-
ing and earning an education. I had 
to fight the state to get assistance 
to go to college. I finally got it and 
did graduate. My employment 
benefits allowed for me to achieve 
a higher degree. I no longer drive, 
which blocks me from working, be-
cause I cannot afford a modified 
car. I am retired. My monthly ex-
penses exceeds my income by 300 
to 600 dollars. 

There is no way that I can af-
ford a cut in my annuity and still be 
able to take care of: an increase in 
my medicare payments; increase in 
taxes with four dependents being a 
sole provider; an increase in prop-
erty taxes; an increase in utilities; 
and the need for a better means 
of transportation in order to go 
get the social and human services 
we all need on a daily basis. Yes, 
the more affluent should pay more 
taxes than I do. They may not be 
aware of the cost required to main-
tain self with a disability. The mere 
cost of accommodating myself to 
live daily in this so called normal 
world is far more than I can afford. 

My so called business has gone 
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under, and I am about to lose the 
building I own, because I cannot 
get a loan on it to pay back taxes. 
It’s already been foreclosed on, and 
I am trying to get it back. I have 
faith that things will get better, but 
I do not know when. 

All of this is personal, but with 
GOD’s help we will make it. Yes, it’s 
unfair that so many of the rich can 
keep getting richer while I keep 
losing ground.  I am not sure if I an-
swered the questions, but it’s even 
more depressing to talk about any 
degree or level of my finances. I 
am nicknamed ‘SHORTIE’, because 
of my height and arms being too 
short to do anything by hands. 
Now my budget and I share name 
and title.  I just live from day to 
day and prayer to prayer. Surely I 
stretch as far as I can physically all 
my life, and now having to do the 
same with finances truly remains 
robbing Peter to pay Paul!! 

I am still wearing clothes that 
are more than 15 years old. My 
grandchildren are not aware that 
they are wearing hand-me-downs 
from family and friends. Still we 
wear what we have been blessed 
with in pride and dignity. 

We are proud Americans, but 
I have more than reached my 
stretching limits. We already do 
without so many things we need, 
not to mention want. I better hurry 
and send this before the lights are 
turned off. 

Cindy, Leawood, KS
I believe that the wealthy should 

pay their fair share and honestly 
don’t even know why this would 
be in question to do so! Money 
has a way of making exceptional 
things happen to those that have 
it. And I believe that if they earned 
it fair and square they should have 
it – we are not all equal in that re-
gard. BUT, to have different rules 
for those that have and for that 
have not is not fair and the Ameri-
can way.Cut out the loop holes and 
make the tax scales make some 
sense!Go President Obama! I have 
your back!

Dian, Boise, ID
For a year my husband was un-

employed as a result of his com-
pany downsizing. If he didn’t have 
unemployment, we would have 
lost our ability to pay our mortgage 
and would have lost our house. If 
not for Medicaid, our children 
would not have any healthcare as 
we wouldn’t be able to afford to 
take them to the doctor. 

Of course, me and my husband 
didn’t qualify for Medicaid because 
our house was an asset. If not for 
food stamps – we wouldn’t have 
had enough money to keep our 
family fed. We have a 2 year old 
and 9 year old and without these 
safety nets, I don’t know what we 
would have done. My husband is 
now employed again at his old job 
(but the company said they would 
have to lower his pay because they 
can’t afford his previous salary) so 
he can once again contribute to the 
tax rolls. 

We are very thankful that the 
safety nets were there to help us 
survive this bad economy, and with-
out the dedication of President 
Obama, Democrats, and activists 
daily fight to keep the nets in place 
- we and millions others would be 
out in the street.It is EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT to END THE BUSH TAX 
CUTS!!!  

The wealthy are NOT PAYING 
THEIR FAIR SHARE! If the tax cuts 
for the rich end - we can be assured 
that the programs will always be 
there to help the needy families 
and individuals, and they in turn 
will be able to survive when they 
lose their job, when their health 
fails, or when their senior citizen in-
come can no longer support them.

Collette, Lancaster, OH
My mom is on oxygen 24/7. 

She has asthma with COPD and is 
in chair because her legs are very 
weak. She also has had stents put 
into her heart she also suffers from 
arthritis. 

To take away her SS and doc-
tors that keep her around to see 
her grand and great grandchildren 
would NOT be what I want for my 
MOM. Would you like to lose your 
Mom because she could not eat or 
have the doctors she has and stay 
around to see all of her grandchil-
dren? Would you like to lose your 
mom like this?

Luci, Sonoma, CA
We are the seniors who got 

you through school, into your ca-
reer and off into the world as your 
teachers, parents, superiors in busi-
ness, etc. We have done a lot for 
you now it is your turn to do a lot 
for us! 

We will not stand by and watch 
more wars take our precious citi-
zens, our precious resources, and 
all our funds! We need to have full 
healthcare and education for all! 
We will not tolerate the money we 
put into Social Security being sto-
len for war anymore !

Ruth, Silver Spring, MD
As I’m writing this story I have a 

plumber at my house doing emer-
gency repairs that are going to cost 
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“We are proud 
Americans, but I 
have more than 

reached my 
stretching limits.”  

Shirley, Texas
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a small fortune. Our Christmas bud-
get is pretty well blown. We don’t 
live high on the hog: we don’t eat 
out, we pack lunches, we have one 
car, we don’t take vacations, we 
clip coupons. 

I appreciate that we’re doing 
better than some, but we aren’t 
saving as much as we should be – 
because we can’t. We have two kids 
in childcare and it costs a fortune. 
We will be in trouble if middle class 
tax cuts expire. I don’t want free 
stuff. I just want everyone to do 
their part. 

Patricia, West Lebanon, NH
When I moved from CA to NH 

I went to work at a non-profit, 
state-sponsored Mental Health 
agency across the river in VT. I pro-
vided Family Therapy to the poor-
est of the poor, and was minimally 
paid by their Medicaid coverage 
through the agency. The medicaid 
funded services were bare-bones, 
and amounted to the thinnest of 
band aid approaches. 

Child-abuse, severe child de-
velopmental disorders, addiction 
and domestic violence were never 
appropriately treated, and I never 
saw much change. Not enough 
therapists for all the patients. To 
take from these people by cutting 
Medicaid is unconscionable, Medic-
aid needs MORE funding. Please Do 
the Right Thing!

Maya, Pasadena , CA
Please put an end to the tax cuts 

for the wealthiest people in this 
country. We are a small family of 
three, and due to the cuts in bud-
get for education I have lost my job 
as a teacher. I was forced out of my 
job by the cuts to arts education. I 
worked as a teacher for 16 years. It 
is a joy to be with my toddler son, 
but it is very stressful for our family 
not to have my income. 

We do not pay all our bills 
regularly. We have to juggle and 

it causes fights between my hus-
band and I. We are lucky to have 
what we do, but it is every month 
we have problems paying our bills. 
Please end the favoritism towards 
corporations and wealthy people 
and put money back into the edu-
cation system – I loved teaching art- 
and am sad that I am not able to 
any more.

Sherry, Cape Coral, FL
My husband has a cabinet shop 

which is a dying trade and I have a 
pet sitting service I started because 
I could not find work. Some weeks 
we pay the bills the others we don’t 
always pay as we would like. 

We are very hard workers and 
have kept our beautiful home by 
the grace of God! Any tax increase 
would take us under. We don’t 
even make $50,000 a year. Please 
ask the wealthy to pay more.

Terri, Jupiter, FL
So tired of the Job Creators cut-

ting out the worker so they can 
put more $ in their own pockets. 
ENOUGH ALREADY! The country 
has spoken. Middle-Class workers 
need a LIVING WAGE and MEDICAL 
BENEFITS! Corporate Greed has got 
to end now. The USA would be a 

better place for everyone if the Job 
Creators put good above greed! 
You are already rich enough so 
take care of those that work for 
you. You just might even feel good 
about it:)

My family of 5 pays over $800 
per month on Health Insurance...
and none of us has any health is-
sues OR pre-existing conditions. 
Help! End tax cuts for the wealthy 
now! 

Judy, Elk City, OK
I work for the state of Oklaho-

ma so I have fairly good Heath ben-
efits, but my pay barely let’s me pay 
my bills. Any raise in taxes would 
be a real hardship on me and my 
family.  I have always worked and 
never depended on the govern-
ment to take care of me but believe 
that the strong in society must take 
care of the weak. 

Anyone making over $250,000 
a year can afford to pay more in 
taxes. Voters showed that they fa-
vor this and will make their voices 
heard again in two years. 

Gabriele, Liberty Lake, WA
We pay taxes. Lots of taxes. In 

exchange for those taxes, we only 
ask for representation. When I see 
my taxes being used to ‘bail out’ 
the banks and Wall Street, I start 
regarding them as the ‘takers’. 

We, the tax payers, provided a 
loan to the auto industry at a rea-
sonable rate of return. That same 
interest rate should not be consid-
ered a ‘gift’ if my sons are given 
the same option through our gov-
ernment for their student loans. No 
gift. Just fair play. 

There are enough wealthy, less 
greedy individuals who want to see 
the playing field leveled. Don’t feel 
that, as our representatives, you 
need to bow to the special inter-
ests. Greed is their motivator. They 
are the ‘takers’.

“We pay taxes. 
Lots of taxes. In 
exchange for 

those taxes, we 
only ask for 

representation.”  

Gabriele, Liberty Lake, WA
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Bonnie, Bowie, MD

Retired, drawing Social Security 
and would NOT be able to live com-
fortably if any of this was taken 
away from me. I am the one who 
has paid into Social Security all my 
life and it is MY MONEY.

Betty, Mountain Home, AR

I am a widow and live on social 
security. If cuts are made to medi-
care I will be forced to sell my home 
and move in with my daughter. My 
budget is stretched to the limit. 
The rich should pay their fair share. 
How can the rich justify not paying 
their fair share? They create jobs? 
Where are the jobs?

Lea, Santa Barbara, CA

If you think about it this way, the 
majority of Americans who make 
over $250K a year are in these po-
sitions of economic gain because 
of the profits generated from our 

spending. Considering we ‘spend-
ers’ (moms) are doing our part, 
shouldn’t they be paying it forward 
and doing their part? 

Yes, people who make over 
$250K a year should be taxed. A 
percentage of our spend should be 
going to schools, healthcare pro-
grams, etc, not to the rich getting 
richer. Our nation needs to work 
collectively to get ourselves off the 
fiscal cliff. Guaranteed, there is no 
Holden Caulfield waiting to catch 
us.  

Miriam, Lakewood, OH
I am a single mother who lost 

her home last year 1 week before 
Christmas! My son and I have had 
a fairly tough time coming out 
of that, but we’re survivors. I am 
a life-coach, and I also substitute 
teach to supplement income. How-
ever, there was a major decrease 
in my income that began before I 
lost our family home and is still on 
a downward spiral. I am in debt, 

struggling to maintain a positive 
attitude, and losing my ground 
emotionally. 

Our belongings are being held 
by a moving company who upped 
the cost of our move by 3 times 
the original quote. We sleep on air 
mattresses, and I barely can afford 
rent on the child support we get. I 
really need a break! 

Can anyone help us? My son 
is too embarrassed (so am I, actu-
ally) to invite friends over due to 
the lack of furniture, so we could 
really use some immediate relief. 
Thank you for listening.

Shirley, Saint Petersburg, NY
I have paid all my bills on time 

and now that the economy failed, 
I too am in financial trouble. Now 
that I am 63 and the options for a 
job are slim, I’d be destroyed if I 
didn’t have Medicaid, Medicare, or 
Social Security. 

I think it’s horrendous, uncon-
scionable and illegal that the Re-
publicans could allow the wealthy 
to have a lower taxable rate than 
the middle class who is struggling 
to send their kids to college pay 
their bills and take care of their 
family’s health. End the Bush tax 
cuts for the very wealthy in order 
to protect investments in working 
and middle-class families?

Linda, Davis, CA
I have a number of family mem-

bers who are hard working people, 
living pay check to pay check. Even 
though they budget very carefully, 
there is often more month than 
money at the end of the month. 
This is true even though both par-
ents are working full-time. 

This is not the America of our 
parent’s day. The working poor are 
suffering while the rich get richer, 
and it is not fair.
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Micheline, Lawrenceville, GA
I’m the mother of two children. 

They’re both in college and they do 
not have a job. My husband lost his 
job about 4 years ago. Since he has 
Congested Heart Failure he is not 
able to do the hard labor job that 
he was used to. 

I thank the Lord because I still 
have a job that can provide food 
for my family, but it is hard for us. 
Because I have to struggle every 
month to make the mortgage. 

Tatjana, Phoenix, AZ
I have had to budget every 

penny for my entire life. I buy 
any clothing and consumer goods 
used from the thrift store, get en-
tertainment from the library, cut 
coupons for groceries, and cook at 
home. These cost-saving methods 
stretched every last penny to fit 
the budget. 

Then my daughter needed 
braces. I had put it off as long as I 
could. The cost of the braces makes 
it impossible for me to pay back a 
loan, and it has now been charged 
off, and I am facing a world of fi-
nancial and credit hell. Welcome 
to my life.

Make the wealthy pay their 
fair share. Give the rest of us a tax 
break, or higher wages, or afford-
able or free health care. Working 
and middle class families are the 
majority of America. Stop taking 
advantage of us.

Sherlie, Illinois
As I watch my 401K balance 

dwindle and face limited prospects 
for finding employment, I faced the 
difficult choice of taking early SS 
payments.  I have paid my fair share 
in taxes because I never had hefty 
investment options to cushion the 
blow that the IRS handed me each 
year. If I can pay my fair share, those 
making a hundred or thousand 
times more can certainly pay theirs.

Frances, Valley Village, CA

We the People have been telling 
Congress and the Executive Branch 
for at least 12 years that Social 
Security is not to be touched; no 
Wall St Gambling Addicts will be 
allowed to touch our Medicare or 
Medicaid. If Boehner and his thugs 
try to cut, we will make sure HE 
gets NO health care at all.

Latrina, Houston, TX

I am a mother of four, my hus-
band works 60+ hours a week. Even 
with that he still doesn’t get ben-
efits which means my kids are on 
Medicaid. If it wasn’t for Medicaid 
and food stamps I don’t know how 
we will make it. 

I wasn’t born into a wealthy 
family...my family are still strug-
gling, and its not because they 
are lazy! Its already hard for the 
middle-class, why would you make 
things harder?

Angela, Miami, FL
My husband and I are both sci-

entists, and our work is directly 
funded by the federal government, 
including through NSF, NASA, and 
NOAA. The prospect of sequestra-
tion has potentially devastating 
consequences for our careers, as 
well as for the long-term ability of 
our country to remain at the fore-
front of science. 

Currently American scientists 
are watching as our European col-
leagues are enjoying a better fund-
ing climate and are taking the lead 
on a variety of scientific topics. For 
Americans to compete and lead the 
world in science, funding for the 
agencies supporting basic and ap-
plied science needs to be ensured 
- American science cannot survive 
the fiscal cliff. 

Ann, Florissant, MO
I am a mom who doesn’t work 

and my oldest child gets assistance 
from the government. She has two 
children and if they were to cut back 
on that I don’t know how I would 
survive. Money is very tight in our 
home and if I had to add three more 
people to this shoestring budget I’d 
be sleeping on a park bench with 
all my children and grandchildren. I 
can’t make my house note and it is 
already difficult to keep my utilities 
paid, which I am currently seeking 
assistance with. 

So stop cutting back on much 
needed programs that have helped 
my daughter get on her feet. She 
had a job and an apartment and her 
own vehicle, but once she got laid 
off she was forced to seek assistance 
again. When she worked she also 
had insurance through her job. But, 
once you get laid off you have no in-
come.  She drew unemployment but 
that soon came to a close and she 
was forced to seek government as-
sistance again. People who receive 
government benefits aren’t lazy, 
they just need a little help until they 
can get back on their feet.

THE RYAN-HOUSE
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Rebecca, Enterprise, AL
This is a story, not of individuals, 

but a story of all Americans mak-
ing under $250,000. The Republi-
can party needs to ‘STOP’ being the 
party of obstruction! I will do all I 
can now, and in the future, to see 
that Republicans are not elected 
or re-elected...they are completely 
out of touch with what the Ameri-
can people want.

Muriel, Oak Park , IL
I am retired on investment in-

come and I worked all my life. 
Without Medicare and Social Secu-
rity (which I paid into), I can’t make 
it after years of hard work.

Penny, North Richland  
Hills, TX

Right now I am living in a nice 
Senior Living Facility. If my Social 
Security earnings are reduced or 
eliminated or my late husbands 
government pension is reduced or 
eliminated I will be forced to move 
in with one of my children. Either 
that or I will be living in my car. Al-
though both my children own their 
own homes and have good jobs 
they do not have room for me to 
live with them.

Joby, Ponder, TX
I am presently retired and living 

on $1,500 per month Social Secu-
rity, as my only income. From my 
monthly check, I pay $99 for Medi-
care, and $116 for my Medicare 
supplement.This leaves me with 
$1,285 to live on. 

I would like to see those mil-
lionaire / billionaire politicians live 
on this amount. I am barely staying 
afloat, and if these lifesavers are 
removed, I will drown. Who will as-
sist me, then? With what money? 
If Congress allocates my contribu-
tions to Social Security and Medi-
care, to other destinations, who 
will support me? Do they laughing-

ly want me to borrow money from 
my 93-year-old mother?

Suzanne, Germantown, MD
I like to think of myself as middle 

class.  My family lives a good life. We 
don’t have much money in the bank 
because over the years, we have 
had to pay for some of our health 
expenses out of pocket. Now, I am 
sending my son to college. It is a 
very big challenge to find the finan-
cial resources to support his educa-
tion while paying for the basics at 
home. 

Without higher education, my 
son has very little chance of being 
able to support himself in the fu-
ture. Yet, interest rates on Federal 
student loans are threatening to 
rise. This change could mean the 
difference in being able to support 
this crucial education or having to 
end the pursuit. If my taxes rise, it 
is another threat to that education. 
We shop in thrift stores out of ne-
cessity.  

I have watched as many of my 
friends have gone through financial 
crises.  For the last several years, we 
have friends living with us because 
they cannot afford a place to live. 
We cooperate and pool resources 

to make ends meet. WE ARE THE 
MIDDLE CLASS. I volunteer for the 
local food pantry. Living in one of 
the richest counties in the DC Metro 
area, you would be astounded to 
see the number of households that 
cannot afford to keep any food in 
the house. This problem is growing.

Meanwhile, there are tax cuts 
and loopholes that the wealthy of 
this country are trying to keep. Ev-
ery loophole for the wealthy threat-
en my social security and my son’s 
education. I have been working 
since I was 13. I have worked for the 
Federal Government for 28 years. 
There is no way I can even THINK of 
retiring because after all this time, I 
am still living paycheck to paycheck. 

The middle class has become the 
working poor. It is time the wealthy 
lose some tax cuts and see some 
loopholes close. As a Federal em-
ployee, this financial crisis and lack 
of resolution is quite challenging. 
Constantly having to adjust our ser-
vices because we never know what 
budget we may have and for how 
long keeps me from doing work 
necessary to actually get my normal 
duties accomplished. 

While lawmakers posture and 
refuse to negotiate with each other, 
the little (publicly) known fact is: 
not making fiscal decisions or mak-
ing continuing resolutions that last 
for only a few weeks at a time costs 
the government millions of dollars. 
Therefore, it costs the tax paying 
base millions of dollars. Every year, 
Congress has a whole year to for-
mulate a budget and every year, 
lately, the job never gets done. You 
were voted in to do a job. Popular 
or unpopular, do it.

Maria, Salt Lake City, UT
We all need to pay for our coun-

try’s debt. The wealthiest among us 
need to return to Clinton-era (or 
Nixon-era) tax rates to help shoul-
der the load.
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see the number 
of housholds that 
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keep any food in 

the house.”  
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Erin Wichita, KS
My family of three scrapes by on 

about $21,000 a year. My husband 
has a part-time job with no medi-
cal insurance. It is very tight, yet I 
know there are many others who 
are struggling more than we are. It 
is appalling how wide the rich/poor 
gap is in this country. End the Bush 
era tax cuts for the wealthy! 

Crist Ann, St. Louis, MO
I’m a disabled single mom living 

on social security disability. I’ve been 
disabled since 1996. My only source 
of income is my monthly check. I 
need more money because the ssd 
check doesn’t support all my needs. 
I’m not asking for a hand out from 
anyone. I make due with what I 
have. I’m disgusted with the behav-
ior of the rich. Why don’t you think 
you shouldn’t pay your fair share? 

Please sign the bill for the 90% 
of us who need just a little more to 
live on. Why are you still trying to 
fleece the country? My suggestion 
to you is to sign the bill and let us all 
go on about a dismal day. GREED...
GREED...GREED is all that you do. 
Pass the bill right now!  

Erika, Phoenix, AZ
I can’t stay in my condo. As it is, 

my awesome mom/attendant and 
I are staring down the barrel of a 
pretty stark attendant-funding cut, 
but it’s my check that keeps this 
mortgage paid, and I know there 
aren’t that many wheelchair-acces-
sible shelters.

Barbara, Cadmus, MI
If SS or Medicare is hit with cuts, 

or if my taxes go up very much, I 
won’t be able to pay my way. I’m 
just making it now. I have to pay 
over $400 per month for health in-
surance with a $5,000 deductible. 
No prescription coverage. I’m high 
risk and I have 1 1/2 more years be-
fore Medicare starts. 

I’m living on a reduced pension 
plus early SS payments. My daugh-
ter is working two manual labor 
jobs just to survive. No health insur-
ance for her. We aren’t on the bot-
tom of the heap yet, but we’re only 
a whisker away.

Tennye, Spring Valley, CA
It is extremely urgent that you 

end the Bush tax cuts for the very 
wealthy for my benefit and others 
like me existing on our social secu-
rity income with the help of medi-
care and medicaid. 

Cuts to meager benefits we re-
ceive would be a grave disaster and 
a national disgrace. As it is now, ba-
sic necessities have to be prioritized 
every single month and more often 
than not just done without.

Darlene, Richmond, VA
Dear President Obama, I wish to 

tell you my story and what it would 
mean should there be a fiscal cliff. 
I was placed on Worker’s Compen-
sation by my employer in 2010 due 
to complications of carpel tunnel 
to both hands and wrists. In Au-

gust 2011, after I was terminated 
and then forced to retire (my ap-
plication for disability retirement 
was denied), I receive less than 
$300 a month with no health in-
surance provided by my employer. 
I applied and receive SSD and pres-
ently workers compensation (tem-
porary). 

Should a fiscal cliff happen, it 
would place a burden on me as it 
relates to my financial status should 
all payments stop. I’ve worked all 
my life beginning at the age of 15 
years and would like to continue 
to receive these benefits , so I can 
continue to maintain my life. I’m 
not asking for a hand out, just a 
helpimg hand from the programs I 
contributed to all my working life.
Thanking you for being America’s 
Warrior of Justice.

Dottie, Texas
I find it appalling that throwing 

98% of the country to the sharks to 
protect the vast wealth of 2% ab-
solutely deplorable. i find it more 
deplorable that the Republicans 
are digging in their heels on this 
all because President Obama is for 
it. This group of sorry SORE losers 
need to get over it! He was re-elect-
ed! Move on and get to work do-
ing what’s best for the country as a 
whole! 

Having recently lost my job due 
to health issues and being denied 
unemployment benefits, my house-
hold is down to one income and 
we are FAR from $250,000. We are 
a part of the already stretched be-
yond our means middle-class. We 
simply cannot afford higher taxes 
or to have any of our current tax 
cuts removed. It is unbelievable 
that CONgress, or at least a portion 
of it, would allow this to happen all 
because of a pissing contest with 
the President. Hell, if you can’t re-
spect the man, at least respect the 
freaking title. Quit acting like kids 
who lost a game of kickball who’s 
taking their ball and going home. 
People are struggling in real life. 
The middle class is disappearing as 

“Cuts to meager 
benefits we 

receive would be 
a grave disaster... 
As it is now, basic 
necessities have 
to be prioritized... 
and more often 

than not just done 
without.”  

Tennye, Spring Valley CA
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more and more become lower class 
and have to depend on government 
assistance just to survive! Quit play-
ing with our lives!! We are people, 
not chess pieces. Stop looking down 
your noses from your ivory tower 
and use the brain you were given. 

To take $1 from a family that 
only has $5 and take that same 
$1 from a family with $1000 is the 
worst math I’ve ever heard and 
makes plain why other countries 
are ahead of us in math and sci-
ence. Add in the fact that food and 
gas prices are highest in the poorer 
neighborhoods and you have a rec-
ipe for disaster. Everyone wants to 
move forward and do better and 
that will not happen as long as you 
have your heads in your asses refus-
ing to do what’s best for the coun-
try as a whole. 

Sorry for your loss Republicans, 
but don’t hold myself and my fel-
low middle-classers responsible for 
it. Don’t make our next four years 
hell because of racism and stub-
bornness. The nation as a whole 
does not feel the same way you 
do; if it did, then President Obama 
would not have had such a decisive 
victory, winning both in the elec-
toral college AND the popular vote. 
Dust yourself off, shake hands, and 
let’s move this nation forward.

Carolyn, Oak Lawn, IL
Without Social Security and 

Medicare we would not be able to 
stay in our home. We depend on 
these things. And could not take 
a cut. We need a raise in SS. And 
more coverage in Medicare. A lot 
of people feel this way.

Erin, Langley, WA
I woke to find I cannot afford cof-

fee for the next week. Caffeine with-
drawal averted; there is some tea at 
the food bank where I went with my 
daughter this week – a straight-A 
middle-schooler who has only known 
her mom as a single parent taking 

any side jobs she can find. Here are 
my child’s words from a school essay: 
‘She walks a lot and eats healthy, but 
she sometimes works sixty hours a 
week to have enough money for us, 
so when she does that I feel really bad 
for her because she doesn’t have a lot 
of time to get exercise so she feels re-
ally bad physically.’  

The reason I must work several 
jobs or rely on food bank is because 
my wages have decreased by a third 
over the past 18 years at my job, de-
spite a college education. I do believe 
it is essential to stop the Bush-era tax 
cuts for the very wealthy, because 
there are so few of them and a major-
ity like me. We need to work toward 
a day when currency reflects our own 
shared strengths, not a shame-filled 
dynamic of haves and have nots. 

Micki, Woodlawn, IL
I am a 57-year-old widow raising 

two special needs grandchildren we 
adopted. We exist on monthly So-
cial Security. If Social Security is cut it 
would destroy my ability to continue 
to care for these kids. 

I deal with doctors, meds, and 
therapist on a daily basis. If I didn’t 
get Medicaid there is no way I could 
afford the meds these boys have to 
take in order to have any kind of 
normal life. I have fought for years 
to keep these kids out of the system 
but if I lose the money to care for and 
take care of them I will not have any 
choice left.

Darlene, New Orleans, IA
If my family’s budget had to be 

stretched any tighter than what it 
already is I can’t bear to think about 
what else I’d have to give up. I’m a 
single mother of a 16 year old daugh-
ter. I did not graduate from college 
however I still make a pretty decent 
living but you wouldn’t know if you 
were to look at my checking/savings 
account. I get paid once a month and 
as soon as I receive my paycheck, I 
immediately pay the mortgage, car 
payment, monthly necessities (elec-
tricity, gas, water, groceries, phone 
bill.) Once this is done, there isn’t 
much left. There is no allowance for 
my daughter as I can’t afford to give 
her one. I don’t eat out for lunch –  
both my daughter and I brown bag it. 
We thrift store shop instead of at the 
mall; we eat at home instead of din-
ing out; we cut our own lawn instead 
of hiring lawn care service; we make 
do with what we have but it seems 
like what we have is disappearing be-
fore my eyes. 

I am at my fiscal cliff and there is 
nowhere else to go but down. To get 
a second job means that the mini-
mum wage I receive will only pay for 
gas for my vehicle after taxes are tak-
en. It will be as working for free while 
my 16 year old is left home unsuper-
vised. Our goal is for her to attend 
college but what do I tell her when 
she can already see we’re financial-
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ly strapped. She doesn’t go to the 
movies on weekends or out with 
her friends. I can’t afford it. 

I have medical coverage through 
my job however; I cannot afford 
to get coverage for my daughter. 
She’s being carried through her fa-
ther’s job which will end soon. Then 
what? If you who were elected to 
represent the people don’t STOP 
and LISTEN to the people I can as-
sure you that you will be spending 
your last term in office. 

Don’t just listen but receive 
what middle class America is saying 
and experiencing. We’re bleeding 
and you won’t help to stop it. Re-
gardless to what our personal views 
are about our President at least we 
know his heart is in the right place. 
He believes in, “NO AMERICAN 
LEFT BEHIND.” What about you? 
What do you believe in?

Jessica, Chicago, IL
I am an expert cliff walker. As a 

late-twenty-something working in 
the nonprofit field in a large met-
ropolitan city, my career has been 
thus far fulfilling, albeit not par-
ticularly prosperous in terms of an-
nual earnings. 

In the past, I waited tables and 
slung drinks to pay for two years of 
community college, but still man-
aged to rack up tremendous debt 
when I transferred to a university 
and received my baccalaureate de-
gree. 

Therefore, when I look over that 
terrifying ledge, I see defaulting 
on my student loans, giving up my 
public interest career to again join 
the millions of workers in the ser-
vice industry doing grueling work 
for next to nothing (including no 
sick time, no vacation, no security, 
no advancement). I see that short 
period of time when I bought gro-
ceries with food stamps. I see grad-
uate school or dreams of owning a 
home crumbling like the cliff under 
my feet. I see the rent going unpaid 
and the gas being shut off, because 

I’m barely making ends meet now, 
and stuff just keeps getting more 
expensive. 

There is no magic tree limb that 
will sprout from above to pull me 
off this cliff – it used to be an edu-
cation; it used to be simply landing 
a position at a good company that 
would take care of you for life; it 
used to be easy. That’s what the 
American dream was about. Now, 
it’s do the best with what little 
you’re given, and when you can’t, 
it’s your fault. And only your fault. 
But I wholeheartedly, fervently ob-
ject. 

I refuse to let the white conser-
vative men with power design my 
life for me, to push me ever closer 
to that ledge. I’m a young profes-
sional, I shouldn’t have to think 
that this is as good as it gets. Cut-
ting funding for public services 
puts holes in my pockets, and the 
rich are getting awarded. We MUST 
end the Bush era tax cuts, we MUST 
protect Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security, we MUST NOT let 
them win and push us all off of 
cliffs. 

I don’t want to be an expert cliff 
walker anymore, I can’t. I want to 
be a climber sitting comfortably 
atop a conquered mountain with 
a(n) (American) dream. 

Bonnie, Hanna City, IL
Every day presents changes to 

my daily life. My budget changes 
are these challenges are present-
ed to me. It’s so frustrating to see 
wealthy people get more tax cuts 
and loop holes than middle class 
families receive. I fail to see how 
the tax cuts helped anyone other 
than them in the last 12 years. It 
surely didn’t help businesses thrive 
or middle class benefit. 

Mr. Boehner and McConnell 
have certainly worked diligently in 
preserving wealth for the wealthy. 
The rest of us can fend for self 
but,,,they will see as more and 
more republicans are defeated in 
upcoming elections. Maybe they 
need to remember the saying ‘cut 
off the nose to spite the face?’ It’s 
time to end the Bush tax cuts for 
the wealthy!

Sandy, Southborough, MA
I lost my contract position in July 

and have been on unemployment 
since then. Now it’s about to run 
out which means I transition to the 
federal extension but the exten-
sions are not funded after the end 
of the year. 

Congress needs to vote to fund 
the extension – there are too many 
of us who are out of work through 
no fault of our own. We want to 
work but can’t find jobs. How are 
we supposed to manage without 
any federal help?Everyone is talk-
ing about the fiscal cliff but no one 
is talking about the unemployment 
extensions.

Megan, Rolla, MO
I am the mother of two great 

boys and although I know that my 
story isn’t all that unusual I hope 
that you read it. I grew up poor at 
times we only had school lunches to 
eat and if we missed school we had 
to wait until lunch to eat again. I 
always wondered why the other 
kids loved Fridays. Even though I 
was mercilessly bullied because of 
my bad hair cut and ripped, dirty 

“I see graduate 
school or dreams 

of owning a home 
crumbling like 

the cliff under my 
feet.”  

Jessica, Chicago, IL
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clothes, I wanted to go to school 
most days even if it was just to get 
away form the depressing squalor 
of my home and to get something 
decent to eat. 

Once I was placed in the gifted 
program but when I was so hungry 
I couldn’t concentrate on my work. 
Because of this I was not allowed 
to participate. I was to ashamed 
to tell my teacher that I was hun-
gry. When I was a young woman 
my mother left my father and re-
ceived HUD housing, finally I had 
a safe, warm home. My neighbors 
were young families, disabled older 
people, and people trapped in the 
addiction cycle of Meth. Although 
it was not perfect it was our home 
and we had a community. 

As an adult I have found myself 
raising a boy who has Autism with 
no help from my former husband. I 
again received help from the state 
but this time I humbled myself for 
help. With the financial help we 
receive because of my son’s disabil-
ity I was able to graduate with a 
Bachelors degree in Psychology and 
English. Now although things are 
not perfect it seems like the dark 
cloud of poverty is on the verge of 
parting for my family. I have not 
been able to get a good paying job 
yet but I am capable of getting one 
when the timing is right.       

Ken, Albany, NY
I have a disabling form of arthri-

tis in my spine along with a number 
of associated ailments. Since I went 
on SSDI, I’ve had to cut back on ex-
penses. When you have arthritis in 
your spine, you live with constant 
pain and I’ve had ask for help with 
household tasks that used to be 
normal chores for me like lawn rak-
ing, painting and repairs. 

People say ‘just hire someone’. 
The problem is I have 30% less 
money now. I can’t afford it. If the 
Republicans cut back Medicare and 
or Social Security, I will have file for 
bankruptcy.

Elizabeth, Castaic, CA
I am 77 years old and on social 

security my only income – $1,178 
a month. This is my only income. 
My retirement was eaten up in the 
stock market. I took my last money 
out and paid my bills off. There 
was not enough to pay the taxes 
on that so I owe the IRS $10,000, 
owe my taxes on my house paying 
that by the month, I have a reverse 
mortgage, the income is gone from 
that. I am paying my house insur-
ance by the month and use my 
credit card for food. I pay on that 
each month. 

I have to sell my home and have 
no idea what is in the future for me 
or where I will live. I am also pay-
ing state tax $50. a month and $70. 
a month to my medical insurance. 
I had heart surgery last year and 
still on that bill – $50 goes to that 
and the other $20 is my premiums. 
You tell me if I can make it on less 
money or more bills, I don’t think 
so. I just have to depend on God to 
show me the way I can survive.

Frank, Middletown, NY
I am retired, on disability but I 

still scrape by. My wife works two 
jobs to help, we are on a tight bud-
get. We try to help out members 
of our family who have lost their 
jobs and have children – our grand 
children. For a few years Social Se-
curity did not give a cost of living 
increase, and my pension gave a 
small one. Every time we do receive 
a cost of living increase, our health 
insurance takes a bigger bite, so we 
never get ahead. 

When we face a crisis, we face 
it head on – making compromises 
here and there to keep our heads 
above water. I think the Govern-
ment should get their collective 
acts together and do what we 
hired them to do – and please do 
not touch our meager benefits (so-
cial security, medicare, and medic-
aid) to fulfill your obligations. 

Remember you really do work 

for the American People, and not 
big business – we face tough deci-
sions everyday – hoping we don’t 
lose our home, that our family get 
good paying jobs so they can feel 
useful again. There are a lot more 
people worse off then us so I have 
never written (cried for myself) but 
someone has to speak up for the 
working and poor people we want 
only what is right.

PauLa, Amherst, VA
I am a handicapped 72 year old 

woman. I have seen services cut for 
many of us elders. The Central VA 
Agency On Aging took a $200K hit 
last year. Thanks to our Governor. 
Dial-a-Ride is a critical program for 
many seniors – to get to doctor’s 
appointments, go grocery shop-
ping, and for a large number of 
people on dialysis, it is a matter of 
life or death. 

Services had to be cut for the 
rest of us, and now only dialysis pa-
tients can schedule a ride on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday and we 
are limited to one destination on 
Tuesday and Thursday. So we must 
choose between our M.D., Physical 
Therapy, the Dentist or Eye doctor. 

CVAAA also provides home-
maker services for many, a friend 
of mine is nearly deaf and blind, 
and only has a homemaker one day 
a week. Many of us live alone and 
have no family living in the area, 
and CVAAA is critical to our well 
being. 

We are only one group in one 
area. The problems for seniors is 
nationwide. Many of us are living 
on our Social Security and Medicare 
is critical to our survival. Most of us 
worked very hard during our lives. 
Social Security was taken out of our 
paychecks and matched by our em-
ployers. It is not a hand out. It is our 
retirement money. 

For the Republicans to hold us 
Hostage, trying to cut our crucial 

g
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services, and increase taxes on the 
middle class is totally unacceptable. 
And it is NOT CHRISTIAN. It is very 
upsetting to hear them referring 
to themselves as the CHRISTIAN 
RIGHT, when they are doing the op-
posite of what Christ taught. 

I highly recommend a book that 
fell off the top shelf onto my foot 
at Ollie’s, (one of the stores we el-
ders can get lower prices on a wide 
variety of items from groceries to 
clothes, etc...) The book is ‘THE 
HOLE IN OUR GOSPEL’ by Richard 
Stearns, President of World Vision, 
a wonderful organization serving 
the poor and oppressed around 
the world. Richard shares his story 
of being a top executive, making 
a huge salary, living the good life 
of the 2% when God called him to 
give all of that up to serve those 
truly in need. It is an inspiring book 
that outlines how we have forsak-
en our values to build a system for 
the most wealthy in America. He 
and his family gave up opulence for 
JOY and lives of true SERVICE. 

America is at a critical Cross-
roads. We all need to examine our 
hearts and our lives, our beliefs and 
our actions. I pray our leaders will 
not come up short on Judgement 
day because they choose building 
massive ‘holdings’ in this short life 
time over taking ‘righteous actions, 
and building their fortune in Heav-
en for Eternity.’ 

Alberta, Mokelumne Hill, CA
My husband and I are Native 

Americans. We have worked hard 
all our lives. We don’t own a home, 
lost it in a flood and high winds 
years ago. WE have 2 grown daugh-
ters who are drowning in school 
debt (us too). They each have 2 jobs 
and have struggled through school. 

We were doing pretty good 
again until I got sick (huge hospi-
tal bills – CHF, pacemaker and etc.). 
I am still working but have a hard 
time staying healthy. Then my hus-
band got sick, and after 2 years 

off work is now back and trying to 
catch up and NOW THIS!! As it is, 
my paycheck net is less then half 
my gross!

Dolores, Bethel, ME

My husband worked for Good-
year for around 35 years, then 
took early retirement. Goodyear 
had always been generous in pro-
viding health insurance, drug 
coverage,etc. This year they an-
nounced that they would no lon-
ger be in the business of covering 
the above, and we were referred to 
ExtendHealth to assist us in choos-
ing a new plan, to be covered by 
$1,100 per year for each of us, total 
$2,200 per year. 

The resulting coverage is much 
less comprehensive than the former 
coverage, and at least two of my 
husband’s medications are not cov-
ered at all. The out-of-pocket costs 
are astronomical. We will be drop-
ping dental coverage, and we’re 
not sure we’ll get vision coverage 
at all. We surely could use universal 
health care coverage. Retirees on 
Medicare and fixed incomes are in 
peril.

William, Olympia, WA
We are about to retire. Actu-

ally, I am well over 65 years old. 
Our house is more than $80,000 
underwater. However we choose to 
handle our own financial crisis, we 
will be impoverished afterwards. 
We have worked all our lives and 
we will have next to nothing.

Wendy, Elmira Heights, NY
Sadly I’ve been struck with 

several serious diseases and have 
been unable to work. I applied 
to Medicaid for years only to be 
turned down over and over. They 
thought because I was young when 
I first applied that I was faking. My 
health went down hill and I could 
only afford a few of my medicines 
and had to decide which ones I 
could take and then cut that in half 
or thirds.

Then one day I got a letter say-
ing I had been unjustly denied and I 
was getting Medicaid. For me it was 
equal to winning the lottery. I was 
able to see a doctor that wasn’t in 
a low income clinic and that actu-
ally started testing me to see what 
I had and where to go next. I’ve 

major source of financing
medicaid is the nation’s

for long-term care
services for the elderly 
and people with disabilities

paying for over 40%
of long-term care

www.kff.org/medicaid/loader.cfm?url=/commonspot/security/
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been able to have much needed 
surgeries and get medicines to help 
better my life and keep me alive. 
I’m still very ill but now have doc-
tors who will see me and treat me. 

There had been times in my 
past when the emergency rooms 
wouldn’t see me because I had no 
insurance and didn’t have cash to 
pay or a credit card. Now if I need to 
I can go to an emergency room and 
they will treat me. This may sound 
silly but knowing that if I have to 
go back to the ER they will see me 
has taken a load of my shoulders. 

This is just a small part of my 
own story but my mom (who has 
passed, luv u mom) also had to go 
on Medicaid. Medicaid saves lives, 
no doubt whatsoever. And cutting 
the budget on Medicaid is the same 
as killing some people! Please don’t 
touch Medicaid!

Terri, Melbourne, FL 
The day began with sunshine 

and smiles. It was Mother’s Day 
2002. I was reminiscing as mothers 
do on such a day and remember-
ing all of the joys my two children 
had brought into my life over the 
years. My daughter now grown 
with a child of her own lived far 
away. Time and space separated us 
but love and the telephone kept us 
connected. 

My son however, still lived at 
home but this Mother’s Day he was 
not feeling well which was unusual 
for him. He was very strong and 
healthy his entire life, a football 
player and a bass player in a band, 
he was usually full of energy. Two 
weeks earlier he came down with 
a fever. We rushed him to his doc-
tor who put him on antibiotics and 
sent us on our way. We let the days 
pass but he did not get better. In 
fact, in the course of 30 days he 
went from strong and healthy to 
the emergency room on that fate-
ful Mothers Day in 2002. 

The nurses glanced my way 
and were concerned. The doctors 

came and went, several in fact, 
and then they were running, and 
as I watched in confusion to the 
events that were unfolding, I could 
not comprehend at that time how 
serious things were and how life 
changing a moment in time can be. 

My son was 21 on that Mothers 
Day. Your children are near to your 
heart no matter how old they are, 
the years just make them more so. 
As a mother you breathe a sigh of 
relief when you make it through 

the teen years, you anticipate col-
lege and what your child’s life will 
be like and hope that you did a 
good job of instilling morals and 
values to make their life easier. If 
only I could turn back the clock, 21 
years old turned out to be a bad 
thing for me, my son was no lon-
ger a minor, the doctors and nurses 
could not tell me what was wrong 
with him. 

As I stood there totally helpless 
and bewildered, I watched as my 
son was wheeled unconscious on a 
stretcher full of wires and bleeping 
boxes past me at full speed down 
the hallways toward the outside 
door where the Flight for Life he-
licopter stood waiting. Of course I 
screamed “What is happening?” 
and was told there is no room you 
can’t go with him. He is going to 

Shand’s Hospital in Gainsville. 

I stood in the parking lot of the 
hospital looking up into the dark 
night sky until I could no longer see 
the light of the helicopter glow. I 
had no idea why they took him, I 
had no idea where Shand’s hospital 
or Gainsville was. I only knew on 
that Mothers Day in 2002 I was go-
ing to find it, and my son. 

Three long hours I drove in the 
dark of night and I finally arrived 
at Shand’s hospital in Gainsville, FL 
at 3:00 am. It took me another hour 
to find my son in this huge hospital. 
He was in the cardiac intensive care 
unit. The doctor came toward me 
and said ‘the pneumonia that was 
in your son’s lungs has moved into 
his heart and attacked it; he has 
less than 10% function and unless 
he is put on an experimental life 
support system he will not make it 
though the night. 

There is a good chance insur-
ance will not pay for it but it is 
your son’s only hope for survival. 
Can you pay $150,000 for the pro-
cedure so we can begin? What 
would your answer have been? You 
know what mine was… what are 
you waiting for, save my son. Did I 
have $150,000 for the procedure? 
Of course not, but just like finding 
that hospital in the dark of night I 
needed to give him a chance to live 
a full, happy life even if I had to 
work night and day for the rest of 
my life to pay that bill. 

He was given life through that 
experimental machine. It became 
his heart, beating, beating non 
stop, pretending to be his heart un-
til the pneumonia was clear and he 
was strong enough to withstand a 
heart transplant. For four months, 
he lived in that hospital room at-
tached to the life line that kept him 
alive. Four months past and he be-
came number one on the national 
transplant list, not the kind of list 
you want to be number one on. 
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He was given four days to live, 
as the machine did all it could do. 
On the third and final day, a per-
fect match arrived. My son received 
a new heart. 

The story only really begins here; 
the gift of life can’t be measured in 
dollars and cents. But it takes dol-
lars and cents to maintain this gift 
of life. Without vital insurance all 
of the efforts of the doctors, nurs-
es, drug companies, insurance com-
panies, and the heart donor who 
lost their life to keep my son alive 
and the lives of countless others, 
will be in vain. 

My son lost his scholarship to 
college and he will live on a disabil-
ity for the rest of his life with an 
immune system that does not allow 
him to be in contact with groups of 
people. He is not lazy or undeserv-
ing. 

He is disabled and if this hap-
pened, by no fault of your own to 
you, how would you survive with-
out insurance? How would you 
feel if someone else was allowed 
to make the decision for you that 
your life was not worth having the 
insurance needed to stay alive and 
to maintain a good quality of life? 
This could happen to you. It could 
happen to anyone at any time. 

The decisions we make today 
could very well be life saving to us 
tomorrow. Choose your decisions 
wisely by being much more kind 
than is ever necessary and remem-
bering everyone is going through 
something difficult in their life.

Barbara, Fresno, CA
I am a Public Health Nurse work-

ing with under-served mothers and 
children, the majority of whom 
utilize Medicaid funded services. 
If this de- funding proposal goes 
through, these families will be 
greatly impacted. These actions will 
ultimately have a greater negative 
impact on society by costing more 
both financially and socially.

Bab, Austin, TX
I had a perfectly healthy preg-

nancy and followed guidelines to 
the letter. More than half the time 
babies are born early, there is no 
reason ever identified. My daugh-
ter was born at 25 weeks gestation 
and weighed 2 lbs. Premature birth 
can happen to anyone. And when 
it does, Medicaid has been there to 
help shoulder the financial burden 
of saving a baby’s life while the par-
ents shoulder the incredible emo-
tional and physical burdens like we 
did. PLEASE continue to be there 
for families whose dreams of a full-
term baby are shattered suddenly 
by helping sustain the medical care 
required to save their baby...their 
future.

Lisa, Oakland, CA 
Hi, I have an older sister who has 

high blood pressure and diabetes. 
She is a single mother and desper-
ately needs the help of Medicaid 
in order to stay off the streets. Un-
fortunately, there are many people 
like her that need some help. We, 
the working people, have a respon-
sibly to help those less fortunate, 
it’s just the right thing to do.

Joyce, Los Ranchos,NM
I have two adult children with 

schizophrenia and one with autism. 
Two of the three have Medicaid. 
The other only Medicare. All are 
doing well considering their condi-
tions. 

There is no way we could pro-
vide all they need on their own. 
Our son’s progress seems miracu-
lous as he takes part in community 
activities more and more: singing 
in the choir, playing French horn 
and piano (after years of not doing 
it), being on the board of NAMI-
Westside, art and music programs. 
This would not be possible without 
Medicaid which provides medicine, 
medical care, Home Health Care, 
Case Manager. 

Our daughter with autism has 
been helped a great deal by the 
Medicaid waiver program. She 
has a life in the community which 
she enjoys thanks to help for forty 
years, twenty with Medicaid. Be-
sides medical care and medicine, 
she has been helped to find em-
ployment after years of a search, 
Home Based Provider among other 
benefits. It is so important to keep 
these programs so that people with 
disabilities and develop their abili-
ties out in the community and feel 
like the rest of us. Don’t cut this es-
sential support!. 

Nancy, Los Gatos, CA 
Thank God for Medicaid! I don’t 

know what we would have done 
without it! My mother developed 
dementia and destroyed her fi-
nances and went deeply into debt 
with poor decisions before we even 
knew what was happening. This is 
quite common in early Alzheimer’s. 
Finances are the first clue. 

We relied on Medi-Cal (CA’s 
Medicaid) to provide long-term 
nursing home care for her when 
we could no longer keep her safe 
in her low income apt. We couldn’t 
afford private help and couldn’t 
quit our jobs to care for her our-
selves. It was grueling because the 
Alzheimer’s created such difficult 
situations and safety issues. Her 
care was intense. She could wear 
out 3 shifts of professional caregiv-
ers all by herself! Mom died June 
1st, 2011 after 5 years in a nurs-
ing home. Medicaid beds are hard 
to get. There are waiting lists. We 
were lucky to get one in an excel-
lent facility.

Lisbeth, Baltimore, MD
My mother Ruth was a nurse for 

over 30 years before she retired. 
At age 75, she was diagnosis w/Al-
zheimer. I took care of her for over 
4 years before I had to admit her 
to a skilled nursing home. To cover 
the cost of her stay at the nursing 
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facility, it takes her entire social se-
curity, her pension, my father’s VA 
pension and Medicaid to cover the 
cost of her care. 

My mother Ruth dedicated her 
life to taking care of others. Now 
she needs someone to help take 
care of her. Please help her and 
others out there that need support. 
I think its the right thing to do. 

Sonja, Rosenberg, TX 
Danielle was born 1 pound 3 

ounces. She was fine with the ex-
ception of her small lungs. For the 
first 4 weeks she looked good, she 
was placed on a vent and all brain 
scans showed no brain bleeds. The 
goal was to get her to take a bottle 
and gain weight, so that with time 
her lungs will become stronger. On 
day 28 she developed a Staph infec-
tion (Staphylococcus) on her right 
wrist, then 8 days later it moved to 
her shoulder. 

This was when our nightmare 
began, it moved to her bowl, then 
her lower small intestines and at-
tacked it. She caught the ‘NEC’, 
Necrotizing bacteria and the sur-
geon couldn’t operate until 1pm. 
They removed 30 cm of her small 
intestines and her Ileocecal Valve. 
That’s when she took her first hit 
to the brain, (hit = lack of oxygen 
to the brain) She developed PVC’s 
in the brain, that was when we 
had our first talk about ‘quality of 
life’. Who are we to say, what is 
best for any living human being? 
However, throughout our whole 
ordeal she would still squeeze your 
finger, even after this surgery she 
squeezed it.  It was her way to tell 
us, ‘I am still here!’ 

She was in the NICU for 9 
months, during which time we had 
some hills and valleys with her. In-
cluding getting a trachea, G-J feed-
ing button, and, but not limited to 
her developing the rickets as a re-
sult of them taking the potassium 
and calcium out of her TPN. Which 
we found out on an accident, they 

had placed a Broviac catheter in 
her right femur and had to x-ray 
to check the placement. The X-ray 
technician found a mending frac-
tion. So he decided to take a full 
body scan and found several mend-
ing fractures throughout her body. 
She also took another ‘hit to the 
brain’, when she crashed. 

We thought we were going to 
lose her again, this was the first 
time we signed the ‘DNR’, Do not 
resuscitate only if she was brain 
dead. But Danielle was still there, 
even after that she would still 
squeeze your finger. 

With the help of Medicaid and 
2 private insurances we were able 
to take her home with nursing. We 
were paying over $750 a month in 
premiums, not to mention all the 
other baby stuff you still have to 
buy out of pocket. Medicaid helped 
us pay for her home vent, O2 and 
not to mention copay on 5 sheets 
of Meds. 

There is no way we could have 
done and still doing without it. 
Without this assistance one or both 
of us would have to quit our jobs 
to take care of her and we still 
wouldn’t have the expertise to do 
so properly. 

Kimberly, Stockton, CA 
Working in the social services 

children has brighten my perspec-
tive on children service. Every day 
I see the positive effects of services 
for children who are chronically ill. 
The impact has always proven to 
be rewarding to both parent and 
children. It would not be beneficial 
what so ever to risk financial sup-
port for medical services and sup-
port to children who are chroni-
cally ill.

Mikki, Binghamton, NY
As the mother of a a disabled 

child I see many families struggling 
to provide care for loved ones. We 
see them in doctors’ offices, thera-
pist offices, therapy centers and 
hospital waiting rooms. In every 
single case they have made finan-
cial sacrifices in order to provide 
enough care. Often, family mem-
bers have to stop working alto-
gether in order to provide physical 
care. 

To now punish such love and 
sacrifice by treating the disabled 
and elderly as throw away citizens 
in order to give the GREEDY rich 
one MORE financial break is frank-
ly, disgusting and obscene.

Joan, Montrose, CA
Please protect the Medicare pro-

grams.  We need a single-tax payer 
program.  I’m a mom with two 
young children and can not get in-
surance because of a what they are 
considered a pre-existing condition 
– “gestational diabetes” and “knee 
surgery.”  Healthcare is a right and 
should not be what it is today – all 
about the profit margin.

Holli, Encino, CA
I do want to address the deficit, 

but not at the expense of many of 
the programs that support working 
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families and people, including child 
care and other early childhood pro-
grams, health care, child care tax 
credits, Medicaid and Medicare, 
a non-private social security, and 
supports for college students.  We 
must find ways to increase revenue 
and ensure that all Americans and 
corporations pay their fair share 
without access to unfair subsidies 
or loopholes.

Valerie, Fontana, CA
It is amazing that there could 

be an effort to begin taxing the 
set asides of the modifications. I 
struggled to keep my investment, if 
it truly is one anymore. The amount 
I pay interest on still exceeds cur-
rent value. How can anyone see the 
value in taxing me and not see the 
value in taxing a millionaire.  Very 
arcane economic policy in my opin-
ion.

Barbara, El Portal, CA
Make it so that everyone pays 

the same percentage for Social Se-
curity by eliminating the “cap” on 
the amount of income that people 
pay taxes on to fund Social Secu-
rity.  It is not fair that the rich get 
to pay a smaller percentage of their 
income to fund Social Security then 
the people who aren’t rich.

Linda, Culver City, CA
WE, THE PEOPLE, did not cre-

ate the economic mess but our lives 
seem to have been most affected by 
it.  Wall Street is fine, MAIN Street 
is hurting.  We need government 
to step in where it can to forward 
JOBS for the middle class and work-
ing poor.  We need to protect the 
poor.  We need to CONCENTRATE 
on those that work for a living as 
opposed to those that “invest” for 
a living.

Paula, Danville, CA
My eldest daughter is, for all in-

tents and purposes, a single mom. 
She is a Nurse Practitioner work-
ing for a large health maintenance 
organization and struggles every 
month with rent, utilities, child 
care and has eliminated cable, and 
any other entertainment expense 
to pay her bills in a timely manner. 
She was already forced to short sell 
her condo by the fraudulent prac-
tices of the banking industry you 
as congress members continue to 
protect. 

You will be held accountable 
for the fiscal cliff outcome and be 
out of office if you cannot protect 
the middle class.  We can no longer 
bear the burden for the wealthiest 
Americans who by the way are NOT 
the Job Creators but rather the 
Job Destroyers. Small businesses, 
independent contractors such as 
Realtors and Mom and Pop stores 
should also be supported – not 
multi-national oil, defense, etc. cor-
porations.

Sandra, Compton, CA
Don’t raise taxes on middle-class 

moms and families to protect tax 
cuts for millionaires and billion-
aires. We the middle class have suf-
fer long enough given the million-
aires and billionaires the lavishing 
life style off the blood sweat and 
tears we have work for in return to 
continual to get more out of less. It 
stops now we have the power and 
it’t our time to take action with the 
power we have.

Robyn, Cerritos, CA
Get with it Congress. Do what’s 

right not what’s going to please 
your multi-millionaire contribu-
tors. When it’s all said and done, 
they won’t save you...the everyday 
person will allow you to contin-
ue.  Look around and notice who 
won the election and forget the 
rhetoric already starting for the 
2016 campaign.  

I’m an Independent and it was 

clear who had the American People 
and Dream in mind and who was 
looking to resurrect the visions of 
the 70s. Those days are gone, and 
we must look to the future with 
the current population in mind. 
Please do what’s right and disre-
gard who’s taking you the most 
expensive restaurant, vacation, etc.

Deborah, Berkeley, CA
A “Grand Bargain” should not 

be made on the backs of the poor, 
elderly, young, or middle-class and 
working families. I am in a higher 
bracket and I WANT TO BE TAXED 
to pay my fair share for a vibrant, 
healthy, and educated society. Lis-
ten to the voters!

Timothy, Auburn, CA
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH…Don’t 

raise taxes on middle-class moms 
and families to protect tax cuts for 
millionaires and billionaires. End 
the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy 
to defend investments in America’s 
middle class, prevent drastic cuts to 
healthcare, education, and critical 
economic security programs. Pro-
tect Medicaid, Medicare, and So-
cial Security – as well as moms and 
families on Main Streets across the 
nation.

Betty, Tucson, AZ
I want this country to be mov-

ing ‘forward’ again so that my 
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren have a chance for 
a good education and jobs and to 
grow and live in a healthier envi-
ronment. Think of everyone’s fu-
ture, not just the super-wealthy.

Douglas, Scottsdale, AZ
We also need to really cut back 

on the military. We are bleeding 
our economy to support an insti-
tution that has far more generals 
than it took to win WWII and new 
unneeded weapons systems that 
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will be on the junk pile in a decade 
or so. Instead build a strong econo-
my. It is strong economies that win 
wars.

Monica, Sierra Vista, AZ
We’re hurting from the irre-

sponsible idea that the rich not pay-
ing taxes will create jobs. It doesn’t. 
Please help the middle class fami-
lies, like mine, stop protecting the 
extremely wealthy: they can afford 
to pay their taxes!!

Linda, Fairbanks, AK
In the last couple of years my 

bills have gone up so much because 
of the cost of fuel. My heating bill 
has over tripled and that is with 
taking my house from a 3 star to a 
5 star rating. Last year in the mid-
dle of winter I paid over $1,700 per 
month for 2 months just for heat-
ing fuel. My top cost in 2006 was 
$659 and that was using more fuel. 

If you also raise taxes I am not 
sure I can stay in my home. I know 
that there is little chance of me re-
tiring as everything just keeps go-
ing up. I am middle class and sliding 
down a slippery slope. The middle 
class can not take much more. The 
top 1% needs to step up to the 
plate and take on an equal burden 
of the taxes.

Timothy, Oakland, CA
In the most affluent country in 

the world we should not be so stub-
born about taxing those that have 
never had to worry about where 
their next meal is coming from (my-
self included) that we leave our na-
tion’s children starving.

Roger, Palm Desert, CA
The President has stated that 

the immediate passage of legisla-
tion to extend the middle-class tax 
cuts will restore certainty to our 
financial markets today. WE THE 

PEOPLE are insistent that you do as 
our President recommends and will 
hold you accountable for your fail-
ure to do so in the 2014 elections.

Peggy, Petaluma, CA
Don’t raise taxes on middle-

class moms and families to protect 
tax cuts for millionaires and bil-
lionaires. End the Bush tax cuts for 
the wealthy to defend investments 
in America’s middle class, prevent 
drastic cuts to healthcare, educa-
tion, and critical economic security 
programs. Protect Medicaid, Medi-
care, and Social Security – as well as 
moms and families on Main Streets 
across the nation.

Rose, Quartzhill, CA
Close tax loopholes for the 

wealthiest Americans. STOP corpo-
rate welfare. STOP rewarding out-
sourcers with our tax money. STOP 
eliminating the middle class! Au-
thoritative governments no longer 
succeed! 

The old system of oppression 
into submission of the masses no 
longer work! STOP destroying the 
American way of life.

Nita, Rialto, CA
I have a first and second mort-

gage on my home which exceeds 
my monthly income. If it wasn’t for 
my son helping me with the utili-
ties and food I would be homeless.
This year was the first time in my 
life seeking help from a community 
program to pay my light bill. 

The low and middle-class are 
the ones who is paying taxes and 
it has always been that way. Please 
don’t not tax the low and middle 
class, tax the millionaires and bil-
lionaires. If donald Trump has $5 
million to offer President Obama 
for his transcripts than he can pay 
higher taxes. Don’t you agree?

Kathleen, Rocklin, CA
I am hoping and praying that 

the message the American voters 
sent on 11-6-2012, you heard loud 
and clear. It is time to quit screw-
ing over the Middle Class taxpay-
ers!!  The priority of Congress is to 
“serve” the people. 

Raising taxes on middle-class 
mom and families in general to 
protect the wealthy is “not” serv-
ing the middle class and poor of 
American, but would be catering 
to the wealthy.  Shame on “YOU” if 
the middle class continues to pay to 
keep your sorry asses in Congress. 
Don’t care if you are Democrat or 
Republican!  Do the right thing!

Tim, Rowland Heights, CA
The greatest threat to Democ-

racy is hypocrisy! Seek truth! Speak 
truth! As you enter into negotia-
tions or deliberations on the clev-
erly-marketed, but misleading and 
arbitrary congressionally-created 
“fiscal cliff,” I would ask you to focus 
on what’s important to the Ameri-
can people. Once a phrase becomes 
commonplace, especially when it is 
associated with one side of an issue, 
it tends to lose its impact. 

g

“Protect 
Medicaid, 

Medicare, and 
Social Security – as 
well as moms and 
families on Main 

Streets across the 
nation.”  

Peggy, Petaluma, CA
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However, in these very diffi-
cult times, and on this specific is-
sue of deficit cutting and revenue 
raising, this slogan should be the 
watchword for every single elect-
ed official: PEOPLE BEFORE PROF-
ITS! We have experienced the 
devastation to our country and 
to our world when the opposite 
course is pursued. 

The wealthiest corporations 
and individuals have experienced 
overwhelming profits while the 
middle class has been decimated 
by the deliberate destruction of 
unions, the cutting of social pro-
grams, the crumbling of infra-
structure, skyrocketing health 
costs, devastating unemployment, 
and the loss of both personal sav-
ings and income by the working 
class. 

Medicaid, Medicare and Social 
Security have been successfully 
helping Americans for decades. 
The fiscal problems these pro-
grams face are the direct result 
of political failure: tax cuts that 
favored the wealthiest; huge tax 
loopholes and subsidies to the 
wealthiest corporations and in-
dustries; an out of control private 
health insurance and pharmaceu-
tical system; and a nonsensically 
low threshold for social security 
deductions. America did speak in 
these most recent elections. 

Paul Ryan and Mitt Romney’s 
proposals to gut or drastically al-
ter these essential social programs 
were resoundingly rejected not 
merely by those who voted for 
President Obama but by millions 
of Republicans who also oppose 
cutting Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid. I repeat: PEOPLE 
BEFORE PROFITS!

Angela, Sacramento, CA
This was a campaign promise 

and the reason Democrats did so 
well, so we expect results and hon-
oring of the promise.  Please make 
us proud!

Eugene & Nancy,  
San Diego, CA

Don’t raise taxes on middle-class 
moms and families to protect tax 
cuts for millionaires and billion-
aires. 

End the Bush tax cuts for the 
wealthy to defend investments in 
America’s middle class, prevent 
drastic cuts to healthcare, educa-
tion, and critical economic security 
programs. Protect Medicaid, Medi-
care, and Social Security – as well as 
moms and families on Main Streets 
across the nation.

Vogita, San Diego, CA
There is absolutely NO logic in 

increasing taxes for the middle class 
while the wealthy and corporations 
pay less than their share. 

The rich may think they don’t 
have a stake in a strong middle 
class but look at countries with 
small middle clas: people don’t 
have glass windows and sliders. 
They have grills because when the 
middle class becomes weak and 
diminishes, so does the so called 
middle class morality! Do you want 
the US to become another Banana 
Republic?

Illona, San Francisco, CA
Please, we need to protect our 

social services and the environment 
and the middle class can no longer 
bare the burden alone. It is Ameri-
can to help each other and espe-
cially at the top!! So yes enroll the 
Americans that make 250,000 + to 
do there share. It’s fair! Taxing the 
wealthy keeps the middle class buy-
ing and our economy is very middle 
class consumer based. Let logic pre-
vail.

Sherri, San Pedro, CA
I am a small business owner, 

neighbor, wife, aunt, friend and 
excellent citizen of the US.  We 
must enact policy now that lev-
els the playing field for all Ameri-
cans.  70% plus of those making 
over $250K/year agree that they 
should pay a higher tax rate. For 
God’s sake, pass it already so that 
all of us can grow forward.

Earl, Santa Maria, CA
There is plenty of money in this 

country. The problem is most of it 
is in the hands of a tiny fraction of 
the population. Our fiscal problems 
have obvious solutions, which only 
require political will: Tax the rich 
and the corporations who are all 
freeloading off the rest of us un-
der the current tax structure. Cut 
the obscene budgets for “defense” 
and “intelligence.” Pass Medicare 
for all.

Sheilla, Vallejo, CA
Times are too hard. The middle 

class aren’t really middle class any 
more and the ones that make less 
than the middle class are strug-
gling even more. Please help. The 
individuals that make $250,000 or 
more will get some of the funding 
spent during income tax time. They 
should feel good about being a po-
sition to help the economy and the 
United States of America.

“Please, we need 
to protect our 

social services and 
the environment 
and the middle 

class can no 
longer bare the 
burden alone.”  

Illona, San Francisco, CA
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Tracy, Boulder, CO
It’s also important since fund-

ing for pressing childhood cancer 
clinical research trials would be im-
pacted as well. We cannot afford to 
delay life saving research and clini-
cal trials for our children because 
of any financial delays. We must 
act and act wisely, for the future 
generations to come. Our families 
and children are counting on this 
responsibility getting done.

Ruth, Colorado Springs, CO
I believe that the trickle down 

economics nonsense that has dev-
astated the middle class wealth and 
buried the poor for another gen-
eration has got to stop now. The 
Emperor of trickle down econom-
ics has no clothes! Let’s get on with 
the common good and stop balanc-
ing the budget on the backs of the 
middle class and poor.

Leah, Conifer, CO
I started paying into Social Se-

curity when I was 15. I’m now 61. 
Don’t change the rules on me now. 
You let corporations get away with 
not having pensions all of these 
years. I buy my own health insur-
ance because I’m not covered un-
der a company plan.  Don’t change 
all the rules at this late date!

Sarah, Bolton, CT
Please think about all the middle 

class families and working mother, 
end the Bush tax cut we need our 
health care, education funds,social 
programs,and of course my parents 
need there social security. We are 
not rich just working class America 
,we need your help congress and 
Mr.  President.

Clarisa, Milford, CT
Subsidies to corporations that 

are doing fine financially are out 
of control.  The tax rate on the 

wealthiest Americans is at its low-
est in decades.  When dealing with 
financial debt, cut the fat FIRST!  It 
is disingenuous to go after any of 
the safety net programs before fix-
ing those first two problems.

Judy, Stamford, CT
As a Christian, I take very much 

to heart, the entreaty to care for 
the least of our brethren. I am com-
fortable as a middle class member, 
and would not be opposed to do-
ing my share to help disadvan-
taged  people of all kinds. How 
about it, wealthy supposedly re-
ligious people? How much would 
you suffer in order to make life a 
bit easier for someone less fortu-
nate than you?

Agatha, Boynton Beach, FL
Bringing back the tax code used 

by Bill Clinton is proven to work:  he 
created over 20 million jobs and 
the greatest surplus in US history. 
This tax code means the rich have 
got to pay more. Truth is the rich 
did really well during the Clinton 
years because everyone was doing 
well and as a result, their business-
es thrived. It was a win-win!  

If the Republicans say no to 
tax increases for the 2%, they will 
be continuing the sabotage of 
our economy they conspired dur-
ing the President’s first term, at a 
time, right before the holidays, 
that is dangerous to our continued 
growth. The President did not for-
get special needs families today in 
his first press conference, citing the 
need for these tax increases for the 
top 2%, lest all Medicaid services 
for Special needs get slashed fur-
ther.

Jacquelyne, Davie, FL
Help keep the affordable health 

care act and keep the rate of taxes 
down for the middle class by sing-
ing on to send this letter to Con-
gress and distributing it to friends 

and family.  Our family health and 
financial stability  depend on these 
measures.

Charise, Orlando, FL
The election results and poll af-

ter poll demonstrate that the vast 
majority of Americans  want to see 
tax rates return to Clinton era lev-
els, at least for the richest Ameri-
cans. All that stands in the way of 
this partial return to fiscal respon-
sibility is the intransigence of poli-
ticians who care more about their 
ideology and/or their donor base 
than about the will of the American 
people. If this intransigence contin-
ues most of these craven politicians 
will be rejected  like Romney/Ryan 
and many of their Congressional 
friends in this past election.

Howard, Port Saint Lucie, FL
We must look to our infrastruc-

ture needs – what Republicans in 
Lincoln’s day called ‘internal im-
provements,’ ‘rivers and harbors,’ 
and the ‘Pacific Railroad.’  Lincoln’s 
part knew that an improved infra-
structure was good for business 
and good for the country.  Let’s get 
to it!

Kenneth & Nellie, 
 Seminole, FL

Enough of the stalemate in con-
gress.  Do the right thing and pre-
serve the tax cuts for the poor and 
middle class.  And as for those who 
make more than $250,000 per year, 
encourage them to be more patri-
otic and fair by raising their tax-
es.  For the sake of the middle class, 
we can’t postpone such action any 
longer.

Scott, Wellington, FL
Don’t believe the lies from the 

2%. Remember that Clinton raised 
taxes on the higher earners and the 

g
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economy thrived.  However,this is 
not the time to raise it on a middle 
class that has not seen raises for 
years and has faced rising costs.

Marilyn, Kailua Kona, HI
I am a disabled senior citizen 

just getting by with part time sub-
stitute teaching assignments. I also 
help care for my young daughter 
who has recurrent cancer and her 
ten-year-old.  We have NO margins 
for tax increases or loss of medical 
benefits or social security. 

In our circumstances, any of 
those forecasted consequences of 
the selfish behavior in congress, 
could cost us access to medical care 
and adequate nutrition. As it is 
now, we have to go without some 
other necessity (properly fitting 
shoes and clothes for grandchild) 
to pay for exorbitant gasoline 
prices to drive for chemotherapy 
treatments and radiation. PLEASE 
ensure there will be no tax increase 
for us and others like us!

Galendee, Wahiawa, HI
As a government employee I 

have not had a raise nor am I ex-
pecting one for how many more 
years into the future because of 
our economic situation. This means 
that my pay is not keeping up with 
the overwhelming inflation for 
food, fuel and medical that keeps 
coming my way.  If the wealthy 
don’t shoulder their fair share to 

cover inflation everyone should 
pay an equitable flat tax rate.

Gene, Des Moines, IA
The wealthiest Americans have 

had over 30 years vacation from 
most of their tax obligations.  If it 
isn’t a crime for someone making 
over 250K a year to pay a smaller 
tax than most of the smaller wage 
earners, it should be. The Buffett 
Rule is correct.

Starla, Alton, IL
I think there should be further 

action to DRASTICALLY REDUCE 
every member of Congress’ pay! 
Any company in trouble will either 
downsize drastically or fire people 
and start fresh with cheaper la-
bor to stay afloat! It doesn’t make 
sense for congress to make them-

selves rich off the backs of the 
women, men and children they are 
SUPPOSED to be serving!!

Bruce, Rolling Meadow, IL
The GAO predicted we would 

end up here when Bush put his tax 
cuts in place, and here we are!  Cut 
oil subsidies, defense spending 
and end the stupid tax cut for the 
wealthy.  Don’t cut benefits for the 
poor and elderly!!

Nicole, St. Charles, IL
I am a single mom that works 55 

hours a week. I make a good salary 
but my take home pay is less and 
less every year.  My time with my 
son is limited already, don’t contin-
ue to make me work more hours to 
pay my bills when the millionaires 
play golf all day!!!

Linda, Urbana, IL
If you want to reduce healthcare 

costs start with our food. Please 
push for decreased subsidies for 
corn and soybeans and increased 
subsidies for vegetables and 
fruit.  In addition please push for 
increased organic farming.  Con-
ventional farming kills the soil.  Live 
soil greatly reduces CO2.  It’s a dou-
ble economic whammy.  

We can have healthier people 
reducing healthcare costs and a 
healthier environment reducing 
global warming thereby reducing 
future costs caused by damage as 
we have seen from “Sandy”.  It is 
all part of a interrelated system to 
go forward we need environmen-
tal and personal health to provide 
the basis for new sustainable jobs 
and a healthy workforce.

Audrey, Crown Point, IN
As a senior citizen who solely de-

pends on her social security check – 
we need stability and increases in 
our pay – not our pay outs.  I’ll be 

“I am a disabled 
senior citizen 

just getting by 
with part-time 

substitute 
teaching 

assignments.”  

Marilyn, Kailua Kona, HI

nine million
medicaid covers nearly

people with disabilities
http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-Population/By-Population.html
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72 yrs old and have worked many 
years and deserve to reap more 
than what I’m getting.  HELP!

Linda, Indianapolis, IN
As a mother of five young 

adults, I’m aware of the difficul-
ties we all will face if our domes-
tic economy does not help provide 
basics for ALL Americans.  Please 
end the tax cuts for those who can 
MOST afford them and do not put 
balancing the budget on the backs 
of the “least among us”.

Sister Janice, Garden City, KS
More and more people and fam-

ilies are moving here to southwest 
Kansas because our unemploy-
ment rate is lower than the 10-12% 
where they have lost their jobs.  To 
me it is immoral to cut taxes for a 
family with a three car garage and 
cut public assistance for the poor 
and raise taxes on the middle class 
who struggle to make a go of it at 
least part of the time.

Joan, Goddard, KS
Favoritism for the wealthy has 

got to stop. That only makes them 
richer and the rest of the country 
poorer. It has been the middle class 
who held this country together for 
many years and now we are near-
ing the poverty line. Who is going 
to carry the load when we are sit-
ting on the street corners begging. 

We are taxed to the bone and 
beyond. We have families to feed 
and children to send to school. It is 
time the wealthy pay their share, in 
fact they owe more since they have 
gotten a pass for so many years.

Angela, Pittsburg, KS
Don’t hold the middle class hos-

tage, just so the wealthy can con-
tinue to get the Bush tax cuts. The 
middle class are barely surviving. 
It’s time to end the Bush tax cuts 

for the wealthy.  hose making more 
than $250,000 aren’t hurting. The 
middle class is bleeding. They are 
the ones that need a break!  Do the 
right thing when you vote. Don’t 
be a puppet for the rich. Americans 
will be watching and will remem-
ber come next election time.

Amanda, Burlington, KY
Please do not raise taxes on low-

income, already struggling fami-
lies either!  Unfortunately, neither 
Obama or Romney made promises 
to our most vulnerable.  Many low 
income families are one small crisis 
from financial disaster.  Please lift 
them up!

Terese, Gretna, LA
I agree with president Obama. 

Please allow the Bush tax cuts to 
expire for more wealthy Ameri-
cans but keep them for middle class 
citizens. Do not continue to place 
holds on our progress. Do not be 
obstinate. Do your job. We are the 
majority of the population. 

You work for us, or you are 
supposed to. Just do it. We need 
healthy finances so that our coun-
try can continue to have a growing 
economy. We spend our money in 
the economy.

Ruthie, Malden, MA
It is appalling that in the richest 

country in the world we have fami-
lies that are hungry and homeless. 
Please raise the taxes of those who 
can afford it – any family making 
over $200,000 a year certainly can 
afford to pay more so that other 
families have enough to eat and a 
place to live.

Geneve, Melrose, MA
If taxes are raised on the middle 

class, the first things to go will be 
the extras, and that in turn is bad 
for the economy. If Congress cares 

about the economy, they need to 
avoid middle class tax cuts so mon-
ey can continue to flow into the 
economy.

Kristina, Salem, MA
I am overwhelmed by the de-

mands of work and family and 
finding health care and the cost of 
child care.  All of this with a doc-
toral level of education, only makes 
me realize how challenging it is for 
those less fortunate. Please address 
the needs if the middle class.

Joanne, Catonsville, MD
The non-existent bargaining 

that is going on within congress 
has got to stop! The majority of 
Americans DO NOT want addition-
al taxes on the Middle Class at a 
time when our economy, and each 
of us are struggling… living pay-
check to paycheck! While the rich 
continue to get their tax cuts!  It is 
UNFAIR, and UNAMERICAN! Do the 
right thing and STOP catering to 
the chosen few!

Danielle, Clarksville, MD
Both parties should be able to 

agree on this and work togeth-
er.  There is no excuse for holding 
the middle class and working fami-
lies hostage.  Please get this done 
and restore the good although 
weakened faith of the American 
people that congress can do their 
job.

Kim, College Park, MD
I live overseas. The actions the 

US Government takes on its eco-
nomic policies affect people and 
economies around the world, not 
just the US.  Please act responsibly 
and cooperatively with the Presi-
dent.  More divisiveness will only 
exacerbate global instability in 
world markets.

g
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Katherine, Columbia, MD
It is not acceptable to continue 

to punt on this. Another 90 day 
extension is harmful and inexcus-
able. The people have sent a clear 
message that we expect Congress 
to compromise and come up with 
viable solutions, not more obstruc-
tionism.

Judy, Columbia, MD
Small business who have a net 

income of $250,000 or above should 
pay a higher rate on that income, 
that is only just.  They are not go-
ing to pay higher rates on the por-
tion below $250,000 and it would 
always be adjusted income.  There 
is no relation between the higher 
rates of tax and the job creation.  

Committing to never raising 
taxes is really a stupid strategy and 
part of the reason we are in the 
mess we are in.  You don’t go to 
war without paying for with high-
er taxes and if that had happened 
the deficit would be 1/2 what it is 
today.  Make that right if you are 
really serious about your commit-
ment to your country and your con-
stituents.

Sahira, Upper Marlboro, MD
You were elected to serve the 

citizens of this country, not just the 
interest of big business and the 
wealthy. Do not balance the bud-
get and take us off the “financial 
cliff” by placing the burden on 
those most valuable and vulnerable 
citizens, our children. They may not 
be old enough to vote, but those 
of us who care for them as parents 
and pediatricians do.

Tracy, Westminster, MD
It is time to once again have 

have the richest of Americans pay 
their fair share. They’ll be ok, they 
will still spend what they spend and 
regular Americans will not have to 
wait for a trickle that never comes.

Peg, Bangor, ME
Providing a safety net for all 

Americans is vital to our economic 
security.  We need a community-
minded America.  I

t is not patriotic for the super 
rich to have so many breaks and 
loopholes.  In Europe, the rich and 
super rich contribute more.  Less 
corporate welfare too!  Trickle 
down is bunk.

Cindy, Portage, MI
It’s very important that we do 

NOT have a repeat of what hap-
pened the last time we had the 
chance to do what is right for this 
country, to protect those needing 
protection and to make those who 
have had financial successes, pay a 
fair share. 

Our votes this election and the 
one coming up in 2014 reflect our 
dissatisfaction with the current 
means and we intend to keep the 
pressure on DC until our law mak-
ers and elected officials do the job 
that WE sent them there to do.

Lucy, Golden Valley, MN
What the rich have to remem-

ber is not to look at that dollar 
amount. They need to look at the 
%! I think what happens is they 
look at how much they are paying 
in and flip out! And because they 
provide jobs, they shouldn’t have 
to pay their share of taxes? Aren’t 
they doing this because they love 
what they do?

Linda, Minneapolis, MN
It is time to work for the people 

and for the people best interest. 
Everyone stop road blocking when 
progress is in view and attainable. 
When you help the guy in the mid-
dle to survive the the guy at the top 
will still reap their millions and bil-
lions that are a part of their every-
day life!

Seleana, Minneapolis, MN
I am a working mother that 

falls in the middle class.  With ev-
erything else that we are asked to 
pay for-when do we get a break 
as well?  The wealthy have had a 
break now for years.  Break time is 
over and it is back to business.  This 
is something that you would think 
you would understand but the 
more talk that happens the more I 
know that you don’t.  

How can you continue to raise 
taxes in a class that already is 
stretched x-ray thin but lower them 
for those who can actually afford 
to go grocery shopping for what-
ever food they want.  

You want America to rise but 
how can it if the heart of it (mid-
dle class)is giving nothing to work 
with. For those of us who are just 
a hair over poverty level, you are 
asking them to give you more 
money but not offer any help to 
make up for it. I don’t understand 
how you keep asking for dollars 
from those that have few and cents 
from those that have the most. 
What happen to logical thinking in 
Government?  What happened to 
your heart and caring about oth-
ers?  What happened to you work-
ing for me instead of me working 
for you?  

America lately feels like it is 
someone else’s country that I am 
just living in because those who are 
higher up no longer try to pull oth-
ers up to see the view but just kick 
them down.  Think logically when 
looking at this: If you want more 
money-get it from them who have 
it and those who will have to work 
more to get it.

Belinda, Minneapolis, MN
Please understand that the mid-

dle class WOULD NOT continue to 
pay for tax break to you and your 
ultra rich constituency either by re-
duction services (via cuts to social 
programs) nor higher taxes.  The 
rich must pay their share!
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Susan, Red Wing, MN
I cannot believe how the Middle 

Class has eroded. My daughter and 
son-in-law have both lost jobs and 
cleaned out savings to try to hang 
on to their house. The good state 
of Minnesota is helping with health 
insurance for their preemie daugh-
ter. Just flew my younger daughter 
in from Arizona for mental health 
care here. The health care there for 
the working poor is non-existent. I 
would NEVER live there. My husband 
and I are  college graduates who are 
using what little extra money we 
have to help our kids. This is going 
on ALL OVER AMERICA!! We need 
sane, responsible adults willing to 
work together to save this country!

Beverly, Columbia, MO
I pray that Congress will be able 

to work with President Obama to 
solve the problem of the Fiscal Cliff 
and work to reducing the National 
Debt.  I am willing to pay my fair 
share of taxes (I am a retired wid-
ow) but hope to see some action 
from Washington for a change.

Cynthia, Imperial, MO
Now is the time to get people 

back to work and leave the middle 
class taxes stay in place. The mil-
lionaires have to pay more and in 
the next year coming put together 
a tax reform and work on Medi-
care and Social Security. We need 
to move on this think about our 
country.

John, Kansas City, MO
Perhaps one of the greatest 

benefits of the Great Recession and 
of the fiscal cliff that now threat-
ens is the necessity that it places on 
us to redefine our priority – away 
from defense spending and other 
cold war priorities and toward the 
investments that will keep us great 
– education, healthcare and food 
security, for instance.

Chester, Laquey, MO
My income is such that I do not 

qualify for Medicaid, yet is low 
enough that I could NOT live on it if 
I didn’t a bit of help from my other 
half.  Yet we are the people who 
will be hit hardest by all the pro-
posed Medicare and Medicaid cuts, 
and increases in other expenses.

Annie, St. Louis, MO
I am a single parent, care giver 

for my mother and a have child 
that is currently a freshman in col-
lege.  I can’t afford to have addi-
tional  taxes levied against my in-
come or become witness to any of 
the above tax downfall.  I am peti-
tioning YOUR HELP!

Kim, Missoula, MT
I am a single working mother, 

a full-time teacher with a 4-yr. old 
daughter, preschool (daycare) and a 
mortgage to pay on a single salary. 
I am unable to save, though I live 
frugally.  Yet a millionaire pays HALF 
the tax rate that I do?  A tax hike on 
the wealthy does NOT, would NOT, 
hamper their ability to continue a 

pampered life. It makes NO DENT in 
their lifestyle or ability to raise their 
child, send them to college, gain ac-
cess to the best medical care, pay for 
a savvy accountant to maximize the 
loopholes, and take vacations in their 
lakeside summer mansions. Level the 
playing field once and for all.

Yvette, Asheville, NC
I feel we’ve ALREADY given 

and compromised nearly every-
thing. If you let our earned benefit 
programs, like Social Security, get 
chopped to bits then we have no 
hope of keeping our heads above 
water. Let the Bush tax cuts expire.

Amy, Cary, NC
I need taxes to remain low on 

middle-income families like mine. 
We need the savings for home 
maintenance and health care. 
Recapturing the taxes from the 
wealthy means they pay their fair 
share and we all contribute to pro-
grams for those poorer than our-
selves!

Alexis, Wilmington, NC
Taxes were supposed to be  pro-

portioned to income originally – 
the only fair process.  Who would 
have thought “loop holes”  were 
created so that the rich can keep 
more cash evident with the on-
going widening income gap. In-
comes over $250,000 s/b taxed b/c 
they were able to take advantage 
of tax loop holes designed for the 
rich.  The other 98% can’t realize 
the tax loop holes cuz they don’t 
earn enough.  I’m nauseated with 
the myopic view that you can keep 
what you manipulated to obtain 
and not share.

Arda, Lincoln, NE
I am a retiree, on Medicare and 

still working to help rehabilitate 

g

“If you let our 
earned benefit 
programs, like 

Social Security, get 
chopped to bits 
then we have no 
hope of keeping 
our heads above 

water.”  

Yvette, Asheville, NC
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my son who has been unemployed 
for seven months and receiving 
medical care.  Thus far we have re-
ceived no financial aid.  

Everything in my world is cost-
ing more but my income is fixed!  A 
raise of taxes on my budget will 
probably be the last straw.  The 
wealthy have done well for over 20 
years.  It’s time for them to stand 
up and pay their fair share!

Verla, Omaha, NE
When multi-millionaires hide 

their money in off shore accounts, 
paying zero income taxes,including 
presidential candidates, we need to 
rethink our tax codes. 

Let the Bush tax cuts expire 
and begin rebuilding the middle 
class.  Let’s move forward into a 
more balanced, stronger future for 
everyone.

Rachael, Clementon, NJ
Please remember the people of 

this great country who are strug-
gling to find jobs and pay their bills 
so there families can sleep at night.

Dorothy, Lakewood, NJ
I am a middle class single parent 

of a child with a chronic medical 
condition (Sickle Cell Disease).  Rais-
ing taxes on a person like myself is 
hurting my entire household.  

Why should I punished by over 
taxing what I barely have when 
there are people who have so 
much more than I (economically) 
that could afford to part with their 
money.

Kenneth, Lambertville, NJ
It is unconscionable that the rich 

and ultra-rich pay a lower tax rate 
than middle- and lower-income 
Americans. They are benefitting 
from the economic opportunities 
of Americans and should be paying 
proportionately to the rest.

Dan, Union, NJ
It is definitely time to END the 

Bush tax cuts for the wealthy and 
have some common sense to help 
out others in the middle class as 
well as the lower income class as 
well. Anyone with a heart would 
no this is the right thing to do.

Amanda, Albany, NY
Families are already heavily bur-

dened with the rising cost of EV-
ERYTHING. Raising taxes means less 
spending, which has huge impli-
cations for our already weakened 
economy. Support the middle-class, 
stop only protecting millionaires 
and billionaires.

Mikki, Binghamton, NY
It is awful and obscene that any 

decent human being would ask 
those who need social programs to 
sacrifice for the wealthy.  Govern-
ment is supposed to be about pub-
lic SERVICE not sucking up to the 
rich few.

Bertino, Brooklyn, NY
The American people have spo-

ken; the expiration of the Bush tax 
cuts for the rich was an explicit part 

of President Obama’s re-election 
campaign and that’s what we’re 
expecting to see. 

Please don’t break my heart 
with the “plight” of the wealthy. 
They got their break when the 
American taxpayers had to fund 
TARP; taxpayers now need to have 
reciprocal relief.

Leslie, Brooklyn, NY
It is outrageous that there 

needs to be a discussion about 
whether people deserve food, 
shelter, healthcare, education and 
meaningful work. What are our 
taxes for if not to invest in us, the 
people? I am also dismayed by the 
fact that so many wealthy feel put 
upon, as opposed to being willing 
to jump in and assist in any way 
those less fortunate themselves. 
It’s not an obligation but rather a 
privilege. 

When you are in a position to 
make a positive and long-stand-
ing difference in the lives of mil-
lions of people through correct 
and unbiased legislature. This 
gift is delivered because of one’s 
willingness to do with a little less, 
so that those less fortunate than 
them may have a little more. 

Some choose instead to call 
people lazy, and to bash social 
service programs as almost devi-
ant in nature. What’s deviant is 
allowing the wealthy to pay so lit-
tle in proportion to their income 
on the backs of the middle class 
and the poor. I have worked since 
age 14 through a summer youth 
employment program. In all of my 
working years money has been 
deducted from my paychecks, 
for city tax, state tax, federal tax, 
FICA,for Social Security, 401k, 
403B, Medicare, etc.

Joanne, Shirley, NY
Raise the tax rates on upper 

wage earners, period! Don’t get 
bamboozled with shady deals!  If 

“It is outrageous 
that there needs 

to be a discussion 
about whether 
people deserve 

food, shelter, 
healthcare, 

ducation and 
meaningful work.”  

Leslie, Brooklyn, NY
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loopholes and other waste can be 
eliminated, fine; however, it is NOT 
to be done as a replacement of tax 
hikes; it is in ADDITION to tax hikes 
on the upper wage earners!  Stop 
the wishy-washy nonsense, take a 
stand, do what Obama campaigned 
on, no smoke and mirrors, just do it 
already!  Enough already!!!!

Muriel, St. Johns, NY
Please protect the backbone of 

our country, ie middle class wage 
earners, education, Social Security, 
Medicaid and Medicaid.  Lets be 
proud of what we’ve achieved and 
hang on to it.  The Gap between 
rich and poor must not be permit-
ted to widen any further  Lets stand 
together in this cause!!

Irene, Stewart Manor, NY
Our infrastructure is antiquated 

–  workers in NY from Florida and 
other states have commented on 
how old out electric grid is. How 
about rebuilding our country and 
putting Americans back to work 
too.

Cheryl, Parma, OH
The Bush tax cuts and the Bush 

wars AND the wealthy who are 
buying our elected officials and 
selling out America from under our 
feet are the things that are caus-
ing our economic problems.  Social 
Security and the poor and elderly 
and the children had nothing to do 
with the economic disaster.  

It was the greed, corruption and 
lack of oversight on the big banks, 
Wall Street, the Fed and those in 
power that caused this, and again, 
they want the people and the mid-
dle class to suffer and pay for it. 

Timothy, Jay, OK
This isn’t a FISCAL CLIFF but a 

FISCAL CURVE and if you don’t act 
then taxes will go up on everyone 

THEN Republicans can explain why 
their taxes went up because they 
don’t want to raise taxes on the 
wealthiest Americans.

Norah, Portland, OR
My job at a non-profit has been 

cut to less than half time. Don’t in-
crease my tax burden on top of cuts 
to jobs. funding and services!

My kids face huge life-long stu-
dent loans, and my spouse and I 
have to try to work past retirement 
to pay off parent loans make living 
expenses. And we aren’t even poor.

Helen, Troutdale, OR
Austerity does not work it just in-

creases unemployment. Just look at 
Europe. DO NOT CUT social security, 
Medicare or Medicaid. Reducing 
the cola on social security as well as 
increasing the retirement age and 
increasing the age for Medicare are 
all a back door way to make cuts.

Pam, Ardmore, PA
I would like to see taxes revert 

to Clinton-era rates for the wealthy, 
while lower rates are extended for 
middle- and lower-income families. 
I also hope that many of the loop-
holes that the wealthy utilize are 
closed so that American tax policy 
can be more progressive in prac-
tice, not just by name.

E, Elkins Park, PA
As stated in the message we 

definitely need to commit to taking 
necessary actions not only to keep 
Social programs but, create jobs to 
improve the programs.  

Proper administration of pro-
grams will ensure that the right 
person gets the proper payment, 
food service and medical treatment 
thereby increasing public trust and 
understanding of the importance 
of such programs and the need to 
fund them.

Sherwood, Gibsonia, PA
The Bush tax cuts were passed 

to return the “surplus” to Ameri-
cans (rather than use it to pay 
down the debt, as should have hap-
pened). However, the surplus has 
been gone for ~13 years, yet taxes 
remain at historical lows.  The 2% 
can afford a return to pre-”surplus” 
taxes. Once the economy recovers, 
the rest of us can, too.

Rhonda, Charleston, SC
Raise taxes on those who can 

afford it, not the middle class and 
lower income folks. Protect Medi-
cade, Medicare and Social Security, 
don’t slash it and hurt our seniors 
and the poor who need the services 
they provide and funds it takes to 
live.

Ovella, Goose Creek, SC
A large part of the middle class 

is made up of single parents who 
struggle to provide for their fami-
lies. Most times we are not eligible 
for the programs that benefit those 
at a lower income bracket but we 
have the same concerns, frustra-
tions and needs. Please don’t make 
our lives any harder.

Nancy, Lugoof, SC
Do you really need a personal 

message – like how my 40 year old 
college educated lovely, hardwork-
ing mother of two and her husband 
worry constantly about how they 
will finance their children’s educa-
tion, set aside money for retirement 
and take care of a major illness that 
she has?  Do you really need per-
sonal stories?  Since when did you 
stop understanding the human con-
dition?  

 We are all in this thing called 
life together and it will be together 
that we survive or collapse, environ-
mentally, fiscally, and emotionally.

g
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Dottie, Dallas, TX
I consider it a personal affront 

that Congress would even consider 
raising taxes on the rapidly dis-
appearing middle class. It is hard 
enough without having to produce 
more money out of thin air without 
knowing how the next bill is going 
to get paid. As it stands, gas and 
groceries are higher in the poorer 
neighborhoods, making it harder 
to provide basic needs for your 
family. This disparity is egregious. 

The rich are getting richer, the 
poor are getting poorer, and the 
middle class is screwed; taxed be-
yond reason. Things will never be 
equal but making the playing field 
more level by protecting tax cuts 
for the middle class and only the 
taxes of the top 2% is a start. The 
fact that the remaining 98% could 
suffer needlessly for 2% makes ab-
solutely no sense. 

That’s just bad math. No wonder 
we’re not #1 in math and science. 
Do what’s best for the majority 
Congress!

Charles, Friendswood, TX
Just like the family’s moral pur-

pose is to protect and empower 
their children, our government’s 
moral purpose is to protect and 
empower its citizens.  Transferring 
this moral function to local daycare 
centers or multinational corpora-
tions, who must put profit before 
protecting or empowering their 
customers, harms both our children 
and our citizens.   

As George Lakoff puts it, “ 
‘Smaller government’ means mak-
ing the public good secondary and 
abandoning the sacred moral mis-
sion of the government.”

More specifically, it is the moral 
obligation of our government to 
provide and manage the Social Se-
curity and Medicare programs for 
the citizens.  These programs are 
especially critical for protecting and 
empowering senior citizens.   With-

out representative governance, the 
freedom of seniors will be severely 
restricted as they unnecessarily suf-
fer from shrinking incomes while 
trying to pay for increasing medical 
costs during their retirement years.

Privatization of SS only bene-
fits Wall Street while it robs Main 
Street. Wages, which haven’t 
grown for decades and have be-
come insufficient, are then subject-
ed to the vagaries of the irrational 
and inherently selfish free mar-
ket.  This exacerbates the decades 
long transfer of wealth from most 
Americans to the ONE%.

Privatization of Medicare only 
benefits the insurance industry 
while robbing elderly citizens of 
their right to healthcare – a moral 
responsibility of our government.   
Insurance companies cannot com-
pete with Medicare with their high-
er administrative costs and profit 
requirements, and elderly citizens 
can’t afford the insurance premi-
ums of totally privatized health 
care that has no moral concern for 
the health of its customers.

What we need, instead of priva-
tization, is additional revenue to 
properly fund these citizenship 
benefits.  All citizens need to pay, 

as most currently do, citizenship 
dues for these future benefits.  This 
includes paying dues on all pre-
retirement income, not just income 
from employment wages.

Ann, New Braunfels, TX
I am married.  My husband and I 

together make $140,000.  We have 
four teenage children at home.  We 
are taxed as if we are rich.  We live 
paycheck to paycheck and always 
owe taxes at the end of the year. 
I do not even have one dime saved 
for retirement.  

We have adjusted our lifestyle 
and have eliminated all debt ex-
cept our house payment. My hus-
band and I drive vehicles that are 
almost 10 years old.  

It seems the tax breaks, and 
relief programs favor the poor 
and the rich.  I feel like I work so 
hard and am tired of not getting 
ahead.  My parents were much bet-
ter off at my age. I can only antici-
pate continued struggle to be able 
to retire with perhaps 1/4 of what 
my parents have. It is time that ev-
eryone pay their fair share, rather 
than the tax burden being born by 
only the middle class.

Joby, Ponder, TX
You were elected by the peo-

ple of your state, not the super 
wealthy.  Just because they line 
your pockets with “contributions” 
doesn’t mean that you owe them 
instead of the people.  Take care of 
us, not them.  They are fine with-
out your help.

Tara, Round Rock, TX
The people of America have 

spoken and what we said was that 
we do not want tax cuts for the 
extremely rich.  We want them to 
pay their share.  Please – let’s get 
this done so that we can move on 
to other issues that need our atten-
tion.

“I feel like I work 
so hard and am 

tired of not 
getting ahead. 

My parents were 
much better off 

at my age.”  

Ann, New Braunfels, TX
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Barbara, San Antonio, TX
Congress and Senate please 

wake up and or care about your 
Country’s people. The recent Elec-
tion should have revealed to you 
that Americans want to live just as 
comfortable as you all do and stop 
giving yourselves raises in your pay 
when others can’t find jobs.

Christina, Chesapeake, VA
I need help. I’m a single moth-

er with a 23 year old son, a skilled 
worker trying to find steady work, 
but only getting part time jobs. 
Last year,he only made $8,000 not 
enough to live on,so he’s still at 
home. But that $8000 meant he 
made too much to be claimed as a 
dependent. I have to file as a single 
taxpayer not as head of a house-
hold although we are both living 
on my salary. If our representa-
tives consider the plight of working 
mothers, they need to look at that 
too.

Brenda, Covington, VA
How can you even consider tak-

ing away what little the people 
have on social security and Medi-
care? These are the elderly and 
less fortunate people in the United 
States. They surely have less to give 
and are ones who even a few dol-
lars means the most to them. LEAVE 
THEM ALONE! Look to where it 
hurts less and do the right thing by 
all Americans. Make taxes even for 
all and cut your spending on waste-
ful programs, yourselves and less 
spending on government benefits. 

It will be a sad day when people 
go back to deciding to eat or stop 
taking medicine in order to eat and 
still pay bills to live. Shame on each 
of you who even consider taking 
more from them. I am ashamed of 
your actions, your degrading words 
and actions that hurt the reputa-
tion of our great country. Your 
choices have put us in the shape our 
country is now and before you let 

it be the total ruining of our coun-
try do what is right for the major-
ity of the people and what it takes 
for us to hold our head high and 
not shake it in shame for a govern-
ment that has been going way to 
far from serving the majority of the 
people who depend on you voting 
what is right. 

Fix this mess you guys have cre-
ated and stop making the people 
pay for your mistakes, self centered 
politics. And if you are one who 
signed a pack then you should re-
sign as you have let the American 
PEOPLE down and have sold your-
self to a man. SHAME ON YOU!!!!

Eleanor, Jonesville, VA
If I made $250,000 a year then 

I would be happy to pay more be-
cause I would be doing pretty darn 
well. The Bush tax cuts for the mil-
lionaires never should have hap-
pened.

Aimee, Springfield, VA
It is imperative Congress act de-

cisively and quickly before more 
damage is done to the econo-
my.  You were voted into office to 
represent THE PEOPLE, not special 
interest groups, super PACs, or the 
ultra-wealthy.  This is your opportu-
nity to rise above the partisan fray 
and leave a lasting, positive accom-
plishment behind, rather than be-
ing the 112th who drove the USA 
off the fiscal cliff.

J, Arlington, WA
Please listen to the voters who 

came through supporting the poli-
cy proposals of and programs estab-
lished by President Obama.  Even 
many citizens who didn’t vote for 
President Obama want to see the 
middle class supported and giv-
en the chance to make economic 
progress. Maintain the tax cuts for 
those making less than $250,000, 
and protect those relying on Med-
icaid, Medicare, and Social Security.

Darren, Bainbridge Island, WA
Social Security is not part of our 

annual budget, nor is it part of the 
deficit. (Despite the Bush-era ac-
counting practices that attempted 
to lump it in to make our financials 
look better!)  Please make sure to 
begin with the position that Social 
Security is not even part of the dis-
cussion – as logically it can’t be. Just 
as they tell you not to include the 
value of your trade in when negoti-
ating your new car price, we should 
not fall for this GOP gamesmanship 
again. Up front – Social Security is 
not part of the conversation.

Sarah, Lake Forest Park, WA
Americans in the lower class 

work hard.  We support many chil-
dren and our communities’ children 
and elderly.  We earn pennies on 
the dollar of the rich, and yet we 
have the same basic needs and ris-
ing cost of living.  The rich need to 
give back for all the opportunities 
they were handed.  How could it 
hurt them?  It would keep so many 
working families like ours from fall-
ing into debt and despair.  It would 
mean kids can still use college 
as a way to rise in American soci-
ety.  From a mother of four whose 
husband simply walked away from 
responsibility, please don’t walk 
away from us.

Diane, Lake Stevens, WA
The president is correct, we 

need a middle out approach to 
the economy.  It is disgusting that 
the middle class bears the brunt of 
the tax burden when you consider 
what percentage of our income 
goes to taxes.  If you lawmakers re-
ally wanted to do something more 
than just cover your own butts, you 
would implement a fair tax.  Ev-
eryone should pay a percentage 
of their income.  No deductions, 
no credits, no loopholes.  Heck, we 

g
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could cut the IRS department and 
save a bundle of money there.

Richard, Mount Vernon, WA
On Social Security...just scrap the 

cap! On Medicare and Medicaid: 
Stop starving those programs. When 
Medicare was first introduced pre-
miums were .035% of wages.  Now 
they are 1.45%.  That is an approxi-
mate 400% increase in 47 years.  

Health care costs, however, have 
gone up over 2000% in the same 
span of time. No wonder Medicare/
Medicaid funding is growing thin. 
They are being starved! 

There is more than enough rev-
enue to fund essential human ser-
vices.  The problem lies with a Con-
gress that is unwilling to allocate it 
in a humane manner. If medical care 
was funded the same way wars are 
funded, everyone would have all 
the health care they required, and 
the nation would find the money to 
pay for it later.

Rosemary, Pullman, WA
After being treated for cancer, 

I had to retire several years earlier 
than I’d planned.  This, combined 
with the stock market crash a few 
years ago, have created significant 
financial challenges for me.  What 
if I had no Social Security, or even 
less than I do have?  And this is 
after working all my life in profes-
sional, but not highly-paid work 
with people with disabilities. We 
need social security, we need Medi-
care and Medicaid, and we need 
people making over $250,000/year 
to step up to the plate.

Angela, Seattle, WA
Families and middle class earn-

ers aren’t making ends meet eas-
ily any more, even after cutting so 
much from their lives and spend-
ing.  Please keep them protected 
while you work out a solution on 
the rest of the tax issues.

Jane, Seattle, WA
I am fortunate enough to be 

quite well off; I will happily pay 
more taxes to make things easier 
for my children’s classmates and 
their families and prevent the qual-
ity of our overburdened public 
school from decreasing further.

Norm, Seattle, WA
Social Security and Medicare are 

NOT “entitlements” the way that 
term has been misused. They are 
earned benefits, prepaid benefits. 
We paid for them all our lives. The 
only way you should be considering 
changing Social Security is to raise the 
salary cap – do not touch, adversely, 
the retirement age, the benefits or 
the COLA formula (do not go near the 
“chained CPI”).  If anything, the CPI 
formula ought to be made more gen-
erous. My mother paid for her Social 
Security and Medicare benefits. I do 
as well. My daughter does, too. Un-
like Mitt Romney, I do not enjoy firing 
people who are supposed to provide 
me with services. But I will do it if de-
served. Don’t make me fire you.

Rand, Snohomish, WA
It is crazy that our government 

is considering cutting programs 
such as Medicare and education, 
which truly protect the citizens and 
the future of this country, while 
at the same time giving obscenely 
large amounts of federal money to 
the military and cutting taxes for 
the extremely wealthy.

Joe, Amery, WI
We must take in more tax rev-

enue and it must come from the 
top 50% of our earners.  The poor 
and the middle class must have the 
freedom of sufficient resources so 
they can do the difficult task of 
raising and educating their chil-
dren.  Money spent on that level 
will be returned many times in new 
tax revenue and in a more func-
tional society.

Nancy, Madison, WI
The presidential campaign was 

fought to a large degree over 
the issue of taxes and cuts to pro-
grams.  Obama was reelected on 
his position that the wealthy need 
to be taxed at a higher rate.  It 
won’t hurt them to pay a little 
more.  They will still be wealthy.

Amy, Bridgeport, WV
We recently joined the 2% and 

started making just over $250,000 
per year. We can afford to pay more 
taxes so that we can get our bud-
get under control while still help-
ing families that are struggling.

William, Charlton Heights, WV
If you think that 320+ electoral 

votes mean that Congress and es-
pecially the knee-jerk Republican 
right can cut just the poor and fat 
cat the super wealthy, then you 
are delusional and living in an al-
ternate universe. Don’t try to take 
us into that world or you may soon 
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enough join the ranks of the Rove-
shocked defeated at the polls mi-
nority who fail to understand what 
real change is. Listen to your Presi-
dent and quit trying to derail the 
American dream.

Tary, Cheyenne, WY
You might even consider ending 

all of the Bush tax cuts for everyone 
and then using some of the extra 
funds to set up a jobs program for 
the unemployed.  I realize that  of 
these are corporations that you 
have prostituted yourself to so you 
may have to give up some of your 
sacred donations.

Asheley, Evanston, WY
I am I mom of 3, working very 

part time and am having to apply 
to get by weekly unemployment 
just to feed a family of 5. since it is 
so hard to find a second part time 
job, racing Texas for working in 
middle class, where I am at, really 
cause women like me to have to 
look for a third job which we just 
can’t manage. especially since I am 
also continuing my education and 
raising at least one disabled child.

Betiana, Hopatcong, NJ
My son will start pre-school in 

September. Our budget is stretched 
very thin due to debts incurred 
while remodeling our house to 
have enough space to accommo-
date our growing family. Once he 
starts pre-school, we will spend 
more money that we make unless 
one of us finds a part-time job.

Frances, Titusville, NJ
The cost of gas, taxes, food and 

medical services are rising so fast 
the middle class, and certainly the 
lower economic class, are lost and 
it is impossible to feel safe any-
more. We are in our 70’s and we 
will not be able to find a job. We 
worked and saved all our lives and 

thought we had done a good job 
until now. I can’t even imagine 
what it would be like to have a 
yearly income of $250,000. 

Our Congress persons seem to 
be unable to comprehend what it 
is like to live on a limited income in 
this society. Were you always rich 
and never have had the ability to 
understand and empathize with 
people of moderate incomes or is 
it you are just rich and don’t care? 

The middle class needs to be 
recognized for their strengths, 
their ability to work, give back and 
create a growing economy. We do 
not need more taxes and the bur-
dens that come from this struggle. 
Why would you beat up on this 
valuable group to protect the rich 
who already have it made? Maybe 
you need to listen to Warren Buf-
fet.

Too bad that those who want 
to raise our taxes can’t be thrown 
out, too bad we don’t have a Par-
liamentary system like Great Brit-
ain. I hope the people who voted 
you in remember your actions and 
take action and vote you out the 
next time. What a sad time in our 
history when the Congress can’t 
work together for the betterment 
of all.

Helen, Huntsville, AL
I have a chronic, incurable dis-

ease – focal dystonia – which pre-
vents me from working because 
I never know when or how many 
attacks I will get each week which 
causes extreme pain to my tight-
ening muscles which don’t release. 
My meds help but don’t make it go 
away, even if I say, please. 

I don’t know what would happen 
if my Social Security benefits were 
cut or my long term disability carrier 
decided to take away my benefits 
to increase their corporate strangle-
hold on the American people. 

To top it all off, I watch my hus-
band day in and out send out one 
resume after another and he’s been 
doing that for two years in addi-
tion to attending job networking 
groups. Then there’s one of our 
grown sons who had to move back 
home after he could not find a job. 
I can’t do housework, other than 
some laundry and dusting so he 
helps us around the house. I can’t 
even push a vacuum or wash my 
kitchen floor.

So let’s not give tax breaks for 
the wealthier Americans who hide 
their money in the Cayman Island 
accounts or manage not to pay their 
fair share of taxes, taking advan-
tage of loopholes. Why in the name 
of Christ should they stop paying 
Social Security when they continue 
to rake in hundreds of thousands of 
dollars? 

Banks were bailed out. Did they 
make it easier for Americans to get 
loans to buy homes when their fam-
ilies had working jobs, or harder? 
Did they make it easier for small 
businesses to get loans, or harder? I 
think President Obama should have 
gotten rid of Gaitner and Bernake 
who were well aware of what was 
happening to our country ahead of 
time with the housing bubble as did 
the banks whose greed will follow 
them to their grave.

g

“The middle class 
needs to be 

recognized for 
their strengths, 
either ability to 

work, give back 
and create 
a growing 
economy.”  

Frances, Titusville, NJ
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Sherry, Wingdale, DE
I am a single mother of one. 

The family court judge in Ontario 
County N.Y. ruled the father – who 
is a physician, does not have to pay 
child support. I am in debt to the 
IRS for $30,000 because I withdrew 
from my retirement to hire a law-
yer to defend myself against my ex-
husband. 

Rent is almost half of my month-
ly paycheck. I am a registered 
nurse. I hope my daughter will be 
able to go to college in 2 years. She 
is a honor student. Why shouldn’t 
the wealthy pay their share! Why 
shouldn’t my daughter have choic-
es?

Carol, Vineland, NJ
Four years ago both my husband 

and I had pretty good jobs (for this 
area). He had benefits which cov-
ered me also. Then he was laid off 
and the company I worked at as a 
temp went to Texas. So now I am 
under-employed part time and 
making much less. 

My husband had to retire as he 
could not find a job. The price of 
gas doubled, house insurance went 
up a lot, food costs more, we are 
stretched thin. And we are better 
off than many, many people.

Dorieta, Lubbock, TX
Jim and I worked our entire 

adult lives invested and saved to 
prepare for this time in our lives. 
We expected to be able to be self-
supporting using interest and in-
vestment income. This is not what 
is happening in this economy!! 

Without Medicare (paid in pre-
paid taxes) and Social Security (paid 
for in prepaid taxes so where is the 
entitlement – we paid) we would 
struggle to make ends meet. And 
forget about medical treatment. It 
would and is impossible to pay for 
it individually!! Unfortunate but 
true. I appreciate what I have and 

it is more than many have; but it is 
not carefree financially.

Martha, Dripping Springs, TX

The Republicans are spreading 
purposeful fear about the nation’s 
deficit. Yes, it has to be reduced, 
BUT only when the unemployment 
rate has decreased and the econo-
my has increased. FIRST, we need to 
invest in jobs, so that people have 
money to spend and money for 
taxes, thereby reducing our deficit. 

To reduce the deficit first, will 
only depress the economy, sending 
us back into the same kind of reces-
sion that Bush produced. I am a re-
tired woman, and don’t have a lot 
of money, but I’m not stupid, and 
understand how these things work, 
and I will not fall for the fear factor 
that is being promoted.

Judy, Alachua, FL

I am a 53 year old mom, bread-
winner and caretaker of my 92 year 
old mother in law, aging husband 
with heart problems and a 19 year 
old son who is a person with au-
tism. I’ve been working since I was 
12 years old. 

I was laid off back in February 

2012 after 13 years with a medi-
cal billing software company and 
I was very good at what I did and 
was the ‘go to’ person to get things 
fixed. An investment group bought 
us out and then proceeded to ‘im-
pact’ those of us older employees 
with $50,000 plus salaries. We were 
barely making it prior to my lay off. 

Due to the financial crisis in 
2008, my 401k was obliterated so 
we couldn’t count of much help 
there eitherI Was lucky and had 6 
months of severance but that ran 
out quickly trying to pay up on 
monthly bills and gas for therapy 
lessons. I applied for unemploy-
ment which in Florida only pays 
$275 per week... so not only did 
the bulk of our income cease to ex-
ist but unemployment left us with 
$2,700 less a month income to sur-
vive on. 

We are luckier than most since 
my son and husband receive SS and 
SSI. We got into a loan modifica-
tion for our home but due to some 
fraudulent acts by the bank, we 
had to hire a lawyer to fight the 
banks not to foreclose AFTER they 
agreed to the loan modification 
and we paid our monthly payment. 

My son and I lost our health in-
surance and I have over a thousand 
job applications but the economy is 
NOT fine for those of us a bit older 
fighting to find a decent wage job 
when there are college graduates 
that will take less pay. 

So when I hear the talking heads 
in Washington talk about ‘entitle-
ment reform’ or the fear tactics of 
the dreaded fiscal cliff... all I have 
to say is: stop worrying your gonna 
be primaried if you raise taxes or 
close loopholes, do your damn job 
for America because many of us 
are tired, overwhelmed, angry and 
don’t know what we will do next.

Jamie, Auburn, ME
I have two beautiful boys and a 

job that pays a fairly decent wage 
for the area I live in, and for not 

“I am faced with 
the possibility of 
having to quit 

my job and lose 
my apartment 

because I can not 
afford child care. 

I’m scared to 
death...”  

Jamie, Auburn, M
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having a college degree. I literally 
can not afford both my rent and 
childcare. Why are subsidized child 
care programs like Head Start be-
ing cut? We can’t have a produc-
tive, working, America without af-
fordable child care. 

I am faced with the possibility of 
having to quit my job and lose my 
apartment because I can not afford 
child care. I’m scared to death, not 
only for the situation we may be in 
personally, but what is coming for 
future generations if critical social 
services continue to be cut. 

The wealthy should absolutely 
pay their fair share. I liken it on a 
massive scale to the saying, It takes 
a village to raise a child. Except that 
it takes a village to create a success-
ful village, where everyone gives all 
that they are able to give for the 
greater good.

Mary, Macon, GA
It is time for the wealthy to give 

the Bush tax cut back and work 
to keep this country moving for-
ward. The other 98% haven’t been 
treated fairly so do not punish us 
by messing with Social Security. I 
can’t afford to pay more in taxes 
because I do not have any tax shel-
ters to help me as it is now. Infla-
tion keeps eating away at my pen-
sion and my Social Security. Every 
year, I am paying more for health 
insurance and getting fewer ben-
efits. 

I invested in Social Security for 
40 years and I can’t understand 
why it is said in a way that all re-
cipients are getting a hand out. 
I made payments from each pay 
check to invest into my Social Se-
curity. 

It is my time to reap my invest-
ment. Only individuals that have 
paid into Social Security should re-
ceive Social Security. There should 
be another fund available for non-
paying Social Security recipients. 
Don’t mess with my investment – 
don’t mess with my Social Security.

Debbie, Longmont, CO
Our nation needs good teach-

ers at the university level to teach 
YOUR kids. I love to teach and I 
rock at it. But finding a teaching 
job is almost impossible today, so 
I’m an academic advisor. On my sal-
ary I can barely afford to pay the 
rent and the bills for me and my 
son. Money to pay back college 
loans DOES NOT EXIST in my world.

Sarah, Ballwin, MO
My husband and I just retired. 

We are counting on our Social Se-
curity and Medicare for our retire-
ment. Our nest egg is not as big 
as it once was because we worked 
for a greedy and unlawful corpora-
tion, MCIWORLDCOM, perhaps you 
heard of them. They left thousands 
of people in a negative situation 
not a positive one.

The people of the United States 
have spoken. They want President 
Obama and Medicare and Social 
Security and Medicaid if needed. 
We do not need welfare for the 
wealthiest Americans.

Denise, Memphis, TN
My husband served 13 years in 

the Army for America. He worked 
for the government a total of 36 
years. He gave his best service and 
now he is retired but still works to 
make sure children grow up to be 
adults with good character. 

I am a realtor making a small 
but consistent income from the sale 
of mostly distressed properties. We 
have one child in high school and 
one about to finish college. We 
are blessed and did not and do not 
mind paying our fair share of taxes. 
Those who make over $250,000 can 
only receive this income because 
they live in America. They are not 
all CEOs of corporations nor heads 
of small businesses that can pro-
vide an income for those of us who 
make less. 

If they would pay the share 
they would pay if there were no 
Bush tax cuts they would not lose 
a house or a car or an ability to put 
a child through school. In fact, it 
probably would not hurt their life-
styles nor their ability to continue 
to make tons of money. 

As so many have brought out 
it probably wouldn’t help to bring 
down the national debt that much. 
However, if my husband’s Social Se-
curity were cut or we had to pay 
many more taxes we might lose 
one or all of those necessary items. 
I do not know why they call Social 
Security ‘entitlements’ as if it were 
a gift or something that is not de-
served. My husband worked hard 
for 36 years to earn his Social Secu-
rity and he helped pay for it. 

We have also paid a debt to the 
community by raising sons and pre-
paring them to be good citizens 
in our community. Why should 
they not be allowed to stay on our 
health insurance until they can af-
ford to pay for their own insurance. 
What about all those healthy years, 
that no one was sick in our home 
yet we still paid those premiums 
that still went higher and higher. 

Haven’t the wealthy received 
their ‘entitlements’ in the form of 
special low interest rates on their 
high priced homes, personal and 
business loans from the banks. 
Don’t they get lower insurance pre-
miums because they live in ‘safer’ 
neighborhoods, can afford to in-
stall the high priced safety features 
in their homes as well as their cars. 
Don’t they get extra perks on their 
airline tickets, at the health spas 
etc. They can buy better, healthier 
food to assure their health is bet-
ter. Don’t they get to not pay taxes 
on a lot of their money because 
they can afford to hide out of the 
country and by paying accountants 
to find all sorts of loop holes in an 
already skewed system. 

Enough is enough. I’m tired 

g
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of paying for and waiting for the 
wealthy to do the right thing. The 
really unconscionable issue is that 
many of the rich do not demand 
this tax cut. They just get it, in hopes 
that the politicians will be the ben-
eficiaries of what the wealthy do 
not have to pay in taxes. 

Marie, California
Why must us hardworking fami-

lies be forced to struggle even 
more with more taxes and cuts! 
Please stop the madness! 

N, Martinez, CA
I have $20,000 in credit card 

debt and have not yet been able to 
pay my taxes for last year because 
of money that was needed for a 
family emergency. My house is also 
underwater. 

If I lost my job because of the 
looming federal fiscal cliff I would 
not be able to pay my house or 
credit card payments and the house 
would be foreclosed upon.

Stella, Brandenburg, KY
My husband and I pay half of our 

income in insurance: life, health, 
home-owners, home warranty, 
auto, auto warranty,and they keep 
going up, especially home-owners 
as more disasters happen across the 
country, and term life ins. as we get 
in the next age bracket. We’ll have 
to discontinue some of it, just at 
a time when we may need it. (No 
wonder insurance companies make 
such profit.) 

Our income is fixed with no 
COLA, and if Social Security is cut 
or Medicare increases, we’ll have 
to cancel more policies or quit our 
internet and cell phone services.We 
don’t have cable.

Vicky, Pahoa, HI
The wealthiest 2% of Ameri-

cans should step up and pay their 

fair share in this time when there 
is so much need and so much to be 
done.

Patricia, Pittsburgh, PA
My husband and I can now be 

referred to as Seniors. I’m an RN 
on disability due to my having 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) which was 
diagnosed in 1984 and Chronic 
Lymphocytic Leukemia (CLL) diag-
nosed in 1995. Unrelated to that, 
I spent 3 weeks in the hospital in 
May of this year for an emergency 
surgery for a small bowel obstruc-
tion. Gangrene had evolved due 
to a bowel strangulation and I 
was later informed that I was near 
death. During that admission an-
other surgical intervention was 
needed for another obstruction 
as were three blood transfusions. 
Twenty four physicians visited me 
and I visited the ICU three times. 

Without Medicare and my sup-
plemental insurance, we would 
probably have had to sell our 
house to pay the bills for that ad-
venture. A CT Scan during my stay 
showed an inflammation of my 
pancreas and a renal aneurysm – 
so the testing continues. I’m now 
at stage 4 with the CLL and just 
dodged the bullet with chemo-
therapy – this time. 

Just 2 days ago my husband 
learned that he has a reason to 
need his health care coverage as 
he was told that he has a valve in 
his heart that isn’t working ade-
quately. He’s an architect who can 
now only find part time work due 
to small work loads in that field. 
We are part of the middle class (or 
used to be) who needs to get that 
tax break about which Congress 
continually debates. 

I’ve traveled to Washington 
D C as part of an advocacy group 
with the National Multiple Scle-
rosis Society to get the word out 
about the need for research for 
neurological diseases. I’m now try-
ing to get the word out about the 

need for good health care for all 
in need. We are counting on our 
congressional leaders to hear us 
and not turn your backs and walk 
away.

Meryle, Portland, OR
I’m retired and barely balanc-

ing on the edge of my own budget 
cliff. 

My 3-legged chair (to mix met-
aphors) won’t stand if the Social 
Security leg gets cut off – the com-
bination of SS + small retirement 
payment + payments from a small 
annuity I bought 20 years ago (and 
which didn’t keep pace with infla-
tion) just covers my necessary ex-
penses with a very few bucks left 
over for pleasures in life. Shorten 
one of those legs and the chair tips 
over. 

Debbie, Fort Collins, CO
As retirees, my husband and I 

are both on a fixed income and 
cannot afford any increase in ex-
penses. 

Mary, Chester, NH
I am on the front lines every day 

making a difference in the lives 
of children and families! My hus-
band and I have both been teach-
ing for 20 years. We see every day 
what budget cuts are doing to our 
schools- narrowing opportunities 
for our children. 

Four years ago my teaching po-
sition was eliminated, fortunately I 
was able to find another job but it 
is part-time and does not offer the 
salary or benefits I was earning be-
fore. 

The position is funded by the 
federal Title 1 program which helps 
children of lower income families. 
This program is one that will be 
deeply cut or eliminated if ‘fiscal 
cliff’ cuts are made. These cuts will 
be devastating to my family, my 
community and our country! 
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Mary, Woodland, CA
We still have internet, home 

phone because of my health. 
Temps set at 65 and 85. Just refi-
nanced with HARP II since $75,000 
underwater (was worse) and barely 
making payments. Selling boat and 
accessories. I’m still trying to get my 
SSDI approved from 3/2005. So, we 
have averted this cliff for the mo-
ment but hubby’s hours were cut 
by one day, he gets unemployment 
(taxable) for part of it. 

We have nothing else to sell, 
not healthy enough to get another 
job like in past. I just want EVERY-
ONE to pay their share including 
$500,000+. Leave us below $50,000 
alone, our $6,000 yearly tax bill, 
and $10,000 health insurance is 
enough burden.

Elisabeth, Greensboro, NC
I am a professor at a state uni-

versity and teach many students 
every year. A good number of my 
students are single mothers who 
have to work one or more jobs to 
put food on the table for their kids 
and to pay their rent. They are also 
working hard to get an education 
so that they can go and out help 
others as social workers. They are 
an impressive crew! 

But their budgets are stretched 
so tight that there is no room for 
an emergency, such as a serious ill-
ness or major car malfunction or 
job layoff. They deserve all the sup-
port legislators can give – not the 
rich who contribute nothing but 
money to our society! Please re-
member all my hardworking and 
dedicated moms (and dads)!

Susan, Wicomico Church, VA
My husband and I are retired 

teachers now in our 70’s. We 
worked hard, raised three chil-
dren and moved to a state where 
the cost of living is more afford-
able for our retirement years. The 
move took us away from family 

but seemed the responsible thing 
to do in order to enjoy our ‘golden 
years’. Growing older can be fright-
ening as health issues become ap-
parent and energy levels and physi-
cal abilities diminish and the added 
stress of possible cuts or changes in 
Medicare add anxiety. 

We may be fortunate and 
dodge the bullet due to our age 
but our children may not. They are 
working hard, raising families and 
contributing to their communities 
and they deserve to look forward 
to their ‘golden years’ without fear 
and anxiety.

Deni, Metairie, LA
I was a RN since 1985, working 

10-12 nights, and going to MDs be-
cause something was wrong. Turned 
out it was an eighty pound abdomi-
nal tumor-cancer. My plan was to go 
back to work. After 2 years of trying, 
my complications made my doctors 
and my employer decided I could 
not keep working – I had to go on 
permanent disability. So I am on So-
cial Security Disability, and after ex-
cess monthly payments for COBRA, 
on Medicare. I still pay thousands for 

my medical care, as I have multiple 
chronic problems. 

I CAN NOT work. The donut 
hole is a huge problem for me-the 
amount my co-pays will go up next 
year, food versus medicine will be a 
major concern, worse than even this 
year. I require an aide to help with 
my activities of daily living as well 
as MD appointments and groceries. 
Without these programs, I would 
be homeless and penniless, and in a 
nursing home, dying or on the street 
dying. Cannot we get all of Congress 
the same pay as the average Social 
Security recipient and Medicare so 
they are really in touch with the 
people. 

I worked in a military hospital 
for 3 years and a charity hospital for 
2.5 years, so I served my state and 
country, but don’t get anything ex-
tra from that. I support our troops – t 
was an honor to serve their medical 
care. I paid into SS and Medicare; I’m 
just getting my benefits like any oth-
er insurance policy has to pay, and 
they are needed. I am reviewed to be 
sure I have not gotten better. 

I would prefer to work, to be 
sure, going out and having more 
money, no pain, no oxygen, no infec-
tions, or surgeries. I tried hard to go 
back to work, so I do not understand 
why Social Security and Medicare 
are always on the cutting board. Cut 
the defense waste, cut the layers of 
useless management, cut Congress’s 
perks and salaries, cut the decorat-
ing budget for the White House, but 
don’t cut essential human services 
for real people who cant spend mil-
lions to win political positions and 
fight and write complicated laws no 
one can understand. They should 
only get paid when the budget is 
balanced and passed. 

Kathy, Mount Vernon, OH
After 2 years of being unem-

ployed, I finally landed a part-time, 
minimum wage job. I am almost 
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“A good number 
of my students 

are single mothers 
who have to work 
one or more jobs 

to put food on the 
table for their kids 
and to pay their 

rent.”  

Elisabeth, Greensboro, NC
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$2,000 behind on rent right now, 
with no way to catch up, and my 
paychecks are barely going to be 
enough to pay just my rent--never 
mind any other bills. If I lose this 
job, and even if I don’t, I may end 
up homeless. 

There are all sorts of bailout 
programs to help homeowners 
keep their homes, but what about 
people like me who rent, and are 
behind? The social service agencies 
are stretched tight and cannot help 
people very much. If the wealthi-
est Americans helped more, people 
like me who fall through the cracks 
could get help.

Wendy, Oklahoma City, OK
I am a librarian and a mother of 

three. I make about $40,000 dol-
lars per year. I am very careful with 
the budget. I have a mortgage pay-
ment, car payment and bills, gro-
ceries, etc. I barely make ends meet 
every month. If I were to lose cer-
tain tax breaks it would very nega-
tively affect my household. 

I do not receive any government 
assistance. I pay property tax, sales 
tax, etc. and need some tax relief to 
help maintain my household. Three 
kids are always needing something, 
including my 16 year old daughter 
who is about to get her drivers li-
cense (another big expense; she’s 
not even getting a car its just the 
insurance added to mine). 

Rich people should pay more!!! 
When you have all your needs met 
and all your wants it seems inevi-
table that you pay more. The more 
you make the more you pay! This 
seems obvious to me.

Hazel, Las Vegas, NV
I have lived through the Great 

Depression and believe me, the last 
decade has been nearly as bad I try 
to be independent. 

But to have Social Security and 
Medicare cut would be a hardship 
for me. 

Annie, Carbondale, CO
With the loss of my husband 

days after my daughter’s 18th 
birthday, a financial calamity 
looked me in the eye. How was I 
going to pay for her college with 
my income cut by 60% – 70%? 

At that time I didn’t grasp how 
this financial downturn would also 
effect me. But now, 2 years later, I 
understand how hard it is to be a 
single mom trying to send a child 
to college. 

Luckily I own my house, so I 
was able to take in a renter. I also 
was a retired teacher so I could 
start a tutoring business. Lastly my 
daughter is smart and thus got a 
scholarship, plus we got loans and 
she became an resident assistant 
so that we didn’t have to pay our 
room and board.

My point is, I am well educated, 
have always paid my full taxes, and 
I am taking every step possible to 
be financially responsible. I have 

taken in a renter, I’ve started a new 
job, we’ve taken out loans and my 
daughter is working off her room 
and board. I am not looking for a 
handout as Mitt Romney claimed, 
I just want the richest 1% to pay 
their fair share in taxes.... like I’ve 
always done. 

Those taxes from the 1% could 
go for more teachers, police, li-
braries, roads, clean energy ... the 
jobs and people who actually con-
tribute, in a positive way, to all of 
the people in the USA.

Anna H, Portland, OR
If we go over the ‘fiscal cliff,’ the 

nonprofit I work for could be ter-
minated. 

My husband the contractor 
would lose the business just start-
ing to come back – if middle class 
people could not afford to build/
maintain and improve their homes. 
If the city police force were drasti-
cally cut, or the VA had to eliminate 

Coalition on Human Needs; Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education.

the fiscal cliff puts at stake

nutrition
assistance to

at least

moms, babies 
and kids

750,000
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nursing positions, two of my kids 
could be facing reduced hours or 
be out of work entirely. 

NOT FAIR AND NOT RIGHT! If 
having this tax break enables ‘the 
rich’ to create jobs, why aren’t they 
already doing it? Americans are not 
stupid, we see the ill-logic of this 
whine – and are sick of it! Congress 
– get a clue!

Rachel, Connecticut
I have been self-employed for 40 

years.This is the worst year I have 
ever experienced ! I was forced to 
drop my Medicaid assisted health-
care because even the ‘seemingly’ 
reasonable cost was no longer af-
fordable. I am faced w/ the dilem-
ma of next years uncertainties, and 
while being self employed. I KNOW 
there are no guarantees. Having 
no medical insurance is frighten-
ing and has already forced me to 
forego medical attention I would 
otherwise have sought. 

I am at a quandary of what to 
do next. I am over 60, live in a rural 
area, and know full well employ-
ment opportunities for persons in 
my position are next to nil! I am 
considering early retirement to 
collect something (it will only take 
care of a portion of my expendi-
tures) and I will be forfeiting 50% 
of what I could collect if I could af-
ford to wait a few more years, los-
ing a potential S.S. sum that could 
cover closer to 90% of my financial 
needs, including healthcare costs. 

Given the ever rising cost of liv-
ing and the threat of losing S.S. al-
together, I feel caught in between 
a rock and a hard spot!! I am sure 
I am not alone in this quagmire! 
Where is the American Promise??I 
have contributed all my working 
life, to think they have ‘stolen‘ the 
money w/’loans’ they don’t repay, 
and now want to eliminate all of 
OUR safety net, while they line 
their already fat pockets is sick-
ening, demoralizing, if not down 
right devastating!

Emily, Las Vegas, NM

My budget is stretched extraor-
dinarily tight. I am a professional 
working mom who makes less than 
half of what others are paid in my 
position across the rest of the coun-
try. The reason? I live in one of the 
poorest counties in the nation so 
my workplace can get away with it. 
There aren’t jobs here. My health 
insurance eats up almost a third of 
my take-home pay. 

I am engaged in a custody bat-
tle that is ratcheting up my debt 
because I don’t have the income to 
pay for it with savings. I don’t have 
savings; I live month to month. I 
keep deferring and forbearing my 
student loans because I don’t have 
an extra $150 a month. I have no 
idea what I will do when I can no 
longer defer them. My daughters 
both have to get braces in the near 
future and I have no way to pay for 
it. They are covered by Medicaid, 
but don’t qualify for orthodontics 
under Medicaid. 

I want to stop struggling and I 
want to be able to give my daugh-
ters what they need to succeed. I’m 
not sure how to do this when I can’t 
pay for some of their basic needs. 

Elizabeth, Lyndonville, VT
Four years ago the company 

that I invested my retirement in dis-
banded, declared bankruptcy and 
all the money I had invested be-
cause I knew I would not get much 
in the way of Social Security was 
gone. When I went to the attorney 
general they told me ‘I hadn’t lost 
enough.’ They couldn’t or wouldn’t 
do anything for me. I had a small 
investment for my youngest son’s 
education which he told me to use 
as he had a good job with the post 
office and didn’t think he would 
ever use it. 

Then he was laid off from the 
Post office and could not find an-
other job. After working as a server 
in a restaurant for a while, we de-
cided to send him back to college 
to become a respiratory thera-
pist. I got a reverse mortgage for 
my house and he took out close 
to $50,000 in school loans which 
I signed for. He studied hard, be-
came valedictorian of his class and 
then went out to find a job. Two 
hundred resumes later he still 
hadn’t found work, school loans 
were due and I had no money left 
to help him out with. 

Though his children live in Cali-
fornia he is living with me in Ver-
mont. He is repeating the process 
of applying over and overt again all 
over the state and out of state. So 
far, now 5 months after graduation 
he still doesn’t have a job. Today he 
applied for a job as a server, and as 
a caretaker for a developmentally 
challenged young man. Both jobs 
pay minimum wage. 

He is 4 months behind on his 
child support and agonizes about 
not taking care of his children. He 
is in danger of going to jail for be-
ing a deadbeat dad. I don’t have 
anywhere to get more money for 
his child support. I don’t know how 
long I can keep my house. I have 
rented out all the rooms to college 
students to pay the taxes. Because 
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“I want to stop 
struggling and I 

want to be able to 
give my daughters 
what they need to 
succeed. I’m not 

sure how to do this 
when I can’t pay 
for some of their 

basic needs.”  

Emily, Las Vegas, NM
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I do this, my taxes on the property 
went up. It all feels like catch 22. 

Robin, Southbury, CT
I challenge any politician to live 

on $1,100. I was granted bank-
ruptcy two years ago and am fac-
ing foreclosure now. I am unable to 
work due to disabilities. I fought to 
keep my house because I had two 
children in the best school region 
available. When we bought the 
house we could afford it, but my 
husband divorced me, it was down 
hill from there. 

There are so many families out 
there in situations like mine. Soon 
I will be homeless, too. So, again, I 
extend my challenge to any politi-
cian, perhaps Linda McMahon, to 
be poor.

Barbara, Pinetop, AZ
I am 71 and my husband is 81. 

We have worked hard and saved 
all of our lives. We had a substan-
tial ‘nest egg’ in our retirement ac-
counts until March of 2008 when 
the banks and Wall Street crashed. 
Within days we had lost ONE THIRD 
of everything we saved over 50 
years of working, being frugal, and 
saving toward retirement and our 
house was worth far less. 

So, if Congress takes away ANY 
of our Social Security and Medicare 
earned benefits, toward which we 
have paid and continue to pay, we 
will have a personal Congress-cre-
ated-fiscal-cliff.

Shearita, Las Vegas, NV
As my children have grown up, 

my husband and I no longer have 
the EIC or dependent deduction for 
our oldest. We have encountered a 
tax bill triple what it was last year. 
We’re going to have to borrow the 
money from short term lenders 
commonly known as Payday loans.

We are also among the millions 
of Americans who are uninsured. 

So we are paying for prescriptions 
and doctors visits out of pocket. 
We need Tax Reform and Afford-
able health care to keep from go-
ing over our own fiscal cliff. 

Hillary, Carlock, IL
I am a small business owner. I 

see how stretched the middle class 
is on a daily basis. Many families 
have more month than money. I re-
alize that they pay a lower tax rate, 
in theory. But in actuality, they pay 
more than almost any other sector. 

They, and my family, receive no 
aid for anything, work hard, and 
get stuck every month in the same 
rut. The problem is that their costs 
to eat, power, heat, educate, dress, 
and drive are the same as someone 
with more wealth, but there is less 
left after taxes, regardless of the 
percentage difference, to do so on. 
I do work numbers on this almost 
every day. 

I would like to see members of 
Congress attempt, for two months, 
to live that paycheck to paycheck, 
no luxuries, no extras. A wake up 
call is in order.

Lisa, Dedham, MA
I owe over $100,000 in student 

loan debt. I’ve been making pay-
ments on time every single month 
for the past 8 years. After having 
our second baby this past sum-
mer, I had to change up my work 
schedule. The cost of two kids in 
full-time daycare would have eaten 
up nearly all of my take home pay 
and I wouldn’t have had enough 
left over to pay the nearly $900 I 
pay every month on those loans (I’d 
fall short on that by at least $200-
$300). 

I took an unpaid leave of ab-
sence from my full-time job and 
picked up more hours with my 
part-time tutoring job. I started 
working again when my baby was 
8 weeks old and, while I enjoy my 
job, it is demanding and requires a 

good deal of work outside of the 
hours I am actually paid to work. 
However, the schedule allows me 
to work afternoons/evenings and 
minimize our childcare costs. 

Still, we are teetering on the 
edge financially. I am paid $65/hr 
for tutoring, which is great, but 
I don’t get paid when my clients 
cancel due to things like Hurricane 
Sandy or if they have other plans 
one week. With the holidays ap-
proaching, I will have a good two 
weeks with no sessions, so no pay. 

I had to put my Sallie Mae loans 
into forbearance for the next year, 
just to try to breathe a little. This 
means I tack on one more year to 
my 30 year repayment plan. I can’t 
imagine adding any more expenses 
to our already stretched beyond all 
imaginable limits budget. Thank 
goodness I get paid the hourly rate 
that I do, so I can work fewer hours 
and still bring in a decent salary 
most months and not have the cost 
of daycare take it all away.

Susan, Lyons, CO
I am reliant on Medicare and 

Social Security – I have earned it by 
paying into it throughout my work-
ing career. End the Bush tax cuts for 
the very wealthy in order to protect 
investments in working and mid-
dle-class families. Tax off shore ac-
counts. Make the military and mili-
tary contractors be responsible for 
proper accounting. Stop trying to 
take the peoples earned social con-
tract away. Force the banks to pay 
interest instead of being allowed to 
use our money to only make money 
for themselves and their CEOs. Stop 
the wars and bring the money and 
jobs back to America.

Andrea, Ely, MN
Well, we already live without 

health insurance. And our property 
taxes are skyrocketing. I don’t want 
a hand-out. I just want an even 
playing field. And the opportunity 
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to succeed. If I made more than 
$250,000 a year, I would be happy 
to pay my share. 

I was thrilled to become a tax-
payer with my first job and help 
support the country I love. I still am, 
but the rose-colored glasses got 
lost over the years. Bush’s wars and 
tax cuts got us into a huge mess. 
Let’s start fixing it.

Lara, Tybee Island, GA
We are in most ways a typical 

family: we have three kids, a spouse 
with full-time job, other spouse 
with part-time job, own a home 
and our situation is very tight. We 
rarely go out to eat, we rarely buy 
new clothes (or new anything!) and 
we rarely go on vacations. Actually 
the only way we can break even 
each year is to rent our house out 
for a few weeks in the summer – 
we are lucky to have that option.  

A tax increase or removal of 
mortgage or child care deductions 
would cause us to spend less. What 
would a person with over $250k do 
with that money – probably save it.

Shizandra, Santa Fe, NM
I work full-time and although 

68 years-old have no plan to stop 
working and be on a fixed in-
come. Social Security would be my 
sole source of income then. I am 
amazed when I read and hear of 
the great resistance by some to in-
creasing the tax rate on the top 2% 
in this country. 

The growing gap between rich 
and poor has become shameful in 
America. Maybe some of our po-
litical leaders need to be on a real-
ity show and live on the less than 
$35,000 yearly income of mine.  

William & Dorothy,  
Sheffield, MA

We are proud grandparents of 
five children from the ages of 26 to 
2 weeks. Through hard work and 

good fortune, our own financial fu-
ture is considered secure;  that of 
our grandchildren is not! The Re-
publican elements in the Congress 
should be ashamed to propose cuts 
in the budget to rob the security 
of middle class families in order to 
protect the life style of the exces-
sively wealthy minority.

Julie, Beverly, MA
My family is facing a REAL fis-

cal cliff. My husband is an airplane 
mechanic for American Airlines. 
He has worked for American for 
13 years and has NEVER missed a 
day of work – EVER! After the 9/11 
tragedy, he took a 17% cut in pay 
to help the company avoid bank-
ruptcy in 2002. He has not had a 
single raise since. American Airlines 
filed for bankruptcy earlier this 
year with $4 billion in the bank. My 
husband got a 3% raise in Novem-
ber, but has to contribute more to 
healthcare, resulting in a net loss to 
his take-home pay of $20/week. 

I started a solo law practice in 

2010 and revenues have grown 
steadily 75% year over year, but I 
am still paying business debt, which 
has decreased my take-home pay, 
if any, over the last 2 years. Please 
stop protecting the extremely 
wealthy individuals and corpora-
tions under the proven false prem-
ise that it stimulates the economy. 

Tanya, Vermont
I am a single mother with two 

children. I work part-time for an 
employer and am self-employed 
for several more hours a week. As 
things are right now, I can barely 
afford rent, heat and utilities. I just 
had to take my youngest out of 
preschool one day a week because 
I can’t afford it. This leaves me with 
one less day I can work. 

I depend on food stamps to 
feed us and Medicaid to help with 
health care. If these were cut, rent 
would be impossible for us. Hous-
ing is hard to find in central Ver-
mont where we live, so we would 
be homeless, unless I chose to pull 
my kids from school and move in 
with my father, who is living off of 
Social Security in a house in New 
Hampshire with no feasible heat-
ing system.

Of course it’s necessary to tax 
the rich people of this country! 
The financial discrepancy between 
classes has grown exponentially in 
a relatively short period of time, in 
part due to the ridiculous tax cuts 
for the people with the most mon-
ey. Taxes should be raised for those 
who can afford them and social ser-
vices should receive more, not less 
money. There are more people who 
need help and not enough well-
paid jobs to go around.

Cheryl, Glen Burnie, MD
I’m a retired federal employee 

who retired early due to diabetic 
health issues. I don’t get a lot of 
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“I don’t want a 
hand-out. I just 
want an even 

playing field. And 
the opporutnity 
to succeed. If I 

made more than 
$250,000 a year, I 
would be happy 
to pay my share.”  

Andrea, Ely, MN
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money in my monthly pension 
check. If the fiscal cliff comes to 
pass, I can’t afford and additional 
$250 per month further reducing 
my meager pension. My rent just 
went up an additional $50 a month 
when it usually increases about 
$25. My medications take another 
huge chunk. I gave up my car and 
depend on public transportation 
because that would have been a 
further $500-600 a month leaving 
virtually nothing left to purchase 
groceries.  

I’ve had to turn back the heat 
and turn the lights down to save on 
utilities. This is not how I imagined 
spending my retirement and I have 
so many more years to go. Please 
resolve this issue without making 
seniors and lower income families 
make due with even less.  

K, Pittsburgh, PA
I am an adjunct professor at sev-

eral local colleges and universities. 
My hours – thus my income – have 
been decreased by half because 
these institutions do not want to 
pay part-time faculty any benefits. 
I am the sole support for my family. 

Full-time academic positions are 
extremely rare. I pay my family’s 
own medical insurance myself, plus 
our rent, food, clothes, and trans-
portation. How can I do this when 
my already-meager income is re-
duced by 50%?

Lisa, Burlingame, CA
Thank God I have a job. My 

husband doesn’t after cancer and 
being unemployed for a total of 
two years he has been putting out 
three to five applications every 
couple days sometimes everyday. 
Our three older children work. One 
has had three jobs at one time to 
save for a trade school. Mom can-
not pay the mortgage, food (they 
buy their own food, there are three 
of us I buy food for) and some bills 
and pay for community college too. 

My kids don’t have debt, we 
live in our means, but we are on 
the edge. We could have lost our 
home, my husband could have lost 
his life, but we are blessed with still 
having both. Why, when so many 
of us are having so many problems 
there are those wish to add on to 
them? We need our Congress to 
understand the real harm they do 
by not representing ALL of us.

Carol, Florida
We are retired with two So-

cial Security checks, one small and 
one larger but not the maximum 
some people get. My husband also 
has a very small pension from a 
long ago employer. We both have 
health issues and would be totally 
devastated if any of these checks 
shrank or disappeared. We are also 
concerned about our children and 
grandchildren and how any major 
cuts could hurt them.  

My son is just under 50 and my 
husband has a daughter just a year 
or so younger all with kids who are 
young adults or teenagers in school 
and any changes to Medicare and 
Social Security will hurt them also 
My son has worked since he was 12 
years old so he has as many years 
in as many older workers already 
and it is totally unfair for him to be 
cheated out of what he has paid 
into the system. Don’t let the rich 
guys get away without paying their 
fair share and trying to steal our 
lives in the process.

Patricia, Santa Clara, CA
Laid off from my full time job of 

30+ years three years ago. Work-
ing part-time, still collecting partial 
UI... thanks to all the extensions. 
Paying 110% CA Cobra of $1400 
per month. Depleting my small re-
tirement. Uninsurable by any other 
due to pre-existing condition and 6 
meds per day. 

Will be broke and completely 
dependent on the government by 

the age of 62, when Obama Care 
kicks in in 2014.There are thou-
sands of us stuck in this same hole. 
It’s criminal what the GOP has done 
to us. 

Wafae, Austin, TX
The economy meltdown has 

impacted millions of Americans in-
cluding my family. Thankfully, I still 
have a job which is allowing me to 
help my two adult children with 
their bills. They both go to school 
and work but do not make enough 
money to cover their basic needs. 

However, if I were to pay more 
taxes next year, I would have diffi-
culties continuing to assist my chil-
dren with their bills. This will most 
likely force them to quit school and 
continue having a low paying job. 
Consequently, they will not be fi-
nancially independent for a long 
time.

Karen, Vail, AZ
I had my first real job at age 13. 

I am now 76 and feel fortunate to 
have a nice home.BUT, my current 
Social Security and Medicare just 
barely keep me from going under. 
If those get cut I’m homeless!

JoElla, Conroe, TX
We have worked hard to earn 

these benefits, so please don’t cut 
back Social Security and Medicare. 
You should be discussing how to 
strengthen Medicare for today’s se-
niors and for future generation. 

The Bush tax cuts for the 
wealthy needs to end to protect 
investments in working and middle 
class families. If Social Security and 
Medicare is cut back we will be fac-
ing A fiscal cliff in our budget, be-
cause it can’t be stretched tighter. 

Wayne, San Francisco, CA
I’m on disability and have a very 

limited income. I can’t afford to pay 
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for all my medical bills now. If my 
budget gets stretched any tighter, 
my economic condition will dete-
riorate even further along with my 
healthcare. 

Kathleen, Colorado Springs, 
CO

I used to be middle-class. I am a 
divorced mother and a registered 
nurse. In the last 2 years I have had 
to move out of my house and now 
rent a basement with another family. 

My medical premiums have tri-
pled and co-pays have more than 
doubled. Half my income goes to 
rent and medical costs. I ask for 
your compassion and intercession 
when you have decisions to make 
that will impact my family.

Kathy, Pueblo, CO
I have been an Early Childhood 

Educator teacher for over 35 years. 
Young people just getting out of 
a Community College with an As-
sociates Degree in ECE are being 
offered minimum wage. When I 
moved back to my home town, 15 
years ago, I was offered minimum 
wage. 

How are these young adults 
going to pay for this education? 
How is anyone in this field going to 
make a living? 

On a deeper side: This age, birth 
to 5 years, is the most critical of 
developmental stages in a human 
being. The ECE people should be 
respected enough to be put on a 
higher pay scale. The future is lit-

erally in Early Childhood Educators’ 
hands. EVERY American should pay 
their fair share along with EVERY 
American should get a good edu-
cation. Take the Bush tax cuts for 
the very rich and place it where it 
belongs.

Charlie, Austin, TX
When my son was five years 

old, his behavior suddenly changed 
– nothing had happened but sud-
denly my bubbly, gregarious kid-
do wasn’t smiling anymore. He 
wouldn’t make eye contact and he 
would explode in to bursts of rage 
at the smallest things. A zipper that 
wouldn’t zip could cause him to tip 
a bookshelf. The end of a play date 
led to him choking me in the car. At 
bed one night he said, ‘when I get 
so angry it makes me hate myself.’ 
He needed help. 

I was a full-time student at the 
time and MA Medicaid, MassHealth, 
paid all of the costs associated with 
getting my son the urgent psychi-
atric and psychological treatment 
he needed. He was diagnosed with 
a mood disorder and severe ADHD. 
Three years later, my kid is bubbly 
again. Life is not without his chal-
lenges but his disabilities are well 
managed. 

I am so grateful for the afford-
able care act because my son will 
never be denied for his preexist-
ing conditions. But, now that I am 
working full time, it is very difficult 
to find insurance plans that cover 
mental health, never mind plans 
that are affordable. I would love to 
be able to pay for the quality, pro-
active coverage he got with Med-
icaid. Please don’t forget my son 
when you are balancing the bud-
get.

Kathleen, West Chester, PA
I quit my job with health bene-

fits in March 2012 to get a part time 
job with no benefits to stay home 
and care for my then 8 month old 
daughter who was born with pre-
existing conditions. Her treatments 
required breathing machines, trips 
to the doctors, frequent ultra-
sounds, a lot of time and money. 
My husband’s employer offers no 
health insurance, so we had to ap-
ply and pay for our own health in-
surance. 

Thank God they finally cannot 
turn us down due to my now 16 
month old daughters pre-existing 
conditions which are not her fault 
she was born this way. But, we 
fought and fought to get health 
insurance. We had to get surgeons 
and pediatric letters and prove 
all kinds of stuff more than one 
time just to get her approved for 
health insurance. Now we pay for 
insurance out of pocket so I can 
be home to care for her....NO we 
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“...Birth to 5 years 
is the most critical 
of developmental 
stages in a human 
being... The future 
is literally in Early 

Childhood 
Educators’ hands.”  

Kathy, Pueblo, CO

Coalition on Human Needs; Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education

proposed across the board cuts would

a program that ensures vulnerable kids access
to early education

cut 96,000 children from head start
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cannot afford to pay any more. It 
is bad enough we have to pay for 
our own health insurance and that 
companies are not all supplying 
health insurance options anymore. 
I have two children and money is 
tight as it is.

Beth, Parma, OH
My husband has a good job, 

we have good credit, and have al-
ways paid our bills on time. In the 
last few years, price increases and 
medical bills have caused our debt 
to stack up, and I fear it may be 
getting away from us. An increase 
in taxes would mean the possibil-
ity of bills going unpaid in order to 
provide basic needs for my family. 
This scares me and I am afraid that 
once that starts, it could continue 
spiraling out of control until we are 
in over our heads. 

For us, the tax break means food, 
clothing and shelter for our fam-
ily’s basic needs. For the wealthy, 
it could mean no new Rolls Royce 
this year or a few less extravagant 
parties for their friends.  How can 
there even be a question about 
this?

Teresa, Kingsville, TX
My entire working career has 

been a ‘fiscal cliff’. I raised and sup-
ported three children on minimum 
wage.Now I am at retirement age, 
but don’t have the money to retire. 
I won’t make enough on Social Se-
curity and my retirement to pay my 
living expenses every month.

Sonja, Somerville, MA
If my family has to tighten our 

spending even more (my husband 
was laid off a few years ago and he 
still has four part-time jobs 40% of 
my salary), we would stop extracur-
ricular spending on restaurants/fast 
food, violin lessons for one kid, ka-
rate for two kids, donations, books, 
non-essentials and all travel. 

We have gone down already in 
spending with my husband’s part-
time work status with only one kid 
doing team sports, one kid doing 
music lessons, no major repairs or 
home improvement plans, reduced 
travel, and practically no saving for 
college for two kids.

It’s un-American to continue 
cutting programs that support mid-
dle class families; handicap women 
with unequal pay, lack of paid sick 
days, insufficient protections for 
income protection for work/family 
balance, and no national focus on 
education (like Finland and other 
Scandinavian countries); and re-
duce ‘safety net’ resources for peo-
ple with multiple challenges. 

It just makes economic sense to 
support the middle class--the en-
gine of America and not make us 
tighten our belts to a death grip.

Leslie, Forest Lake, MN
Trickle-down theory hasn’t 

reached anyone but CEOs and Bank 
FatCats since implemented decades 
ago – 1970s. Enough is enough – 
empirical evidence is, it doesn’t 
work. End the richies tax breaks!!!

Like most, we haven’t gone over 
a ‘fiscal cliff’ – instead it’s a slow-
drain over a long time – a ‘trick-
le-out’. We pick up work, when 
we can – part-time jobs – to keep 
treading water where we are, not 
to get ahead. What we can pick 
up are low-wage, no benefits, and 
nightmare hours. It’s as if politicians 
and cororations think we won’t no-
tice we’re dying the death of their 
1,000-cuts – literally.

Carolyn, Virginia
I am one of the baby boomers. 

I am divorced and paying all of my 
bills alone. With the way things are 
currently, I most times do not have 
enough money left to buy food. 
Without my youngest daughter’s 
help I would not eat, and if I did it 
would be little. I am hoping to re-

tire and if Medicaid, Medicare and 
Social Security were not options I 
will never quit work. 

My mother who is currently in 
the nursing home depends on all 
of the above for food, shelter, and 
doctor visits. It is EXTREMELY im-
portant to end the Bush tax cuts for 
the very wealthy! This has been go-
ing on far too long and I am tired 
of it. I am tired of being treated 
with no respect or dignity because 
of my economic status! This must 
end today! 

Hope, Winston-Salem , NC
I’m a single mom raising one 

child, I have what I consider a good 
job and DO NOT live beyond my 
means. I have it far better than 
most and I’m very grateful! That 
being said, I scrape by every month 
and recently had to take a hardship 
withdrawal from my 401k to pre-
vent foreclosure on my townhome. 

There is NO WAY that I can ab-
sorb anymore taxes from the Fed-
eral or State governments and sur-
vive! It is time the corporations we 
work for and provide bonuses for 
all of their executives to step up 
and pay their fair share!!! 

Jessica, St. Charles, MO
Of course it will affect me and 

my finances if I have to pay more 
in taxes soon. I already can’t afford 
my son on my own, and I don’t get 
any support from my ex-husband. I 
don’t even know where he is. How 
about, just for ONCE, helping out 
the underdog in this country? Peo-
ple like ME who are busting their 
butts day in and day out to work so 
they can pay for daycare expenses 
so they can work? 

It’s a vicious cycle and people 
who aren’t in our situation (i. e. 
the WEALTHY) have no friggin clue 
what it’s like in the real world. I 
don’t get any assistance from the 
state because I ‘make too much 
money’ (I’m still trying to figure 
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that one out), and now you want 
me to pay you even more money? 
From MY paycheck? That is some 
major bull-ISH. Stop the madness!

Gloria, Brookhaven, PA
I am a 60 year old single woman 

working full-time and receiving 
medical benefits and a 401 K. I cur-
rently reside with my 85 year old 
mother, 32 year old daughter and 
11 year old grandson. One would 
think that we’re doing just fine. 
The truth is that I completed my 
Bachelor’s degree at age 41. 

I had to take many deferments 
while raising my children as a single 
parent, so I still have college loan 
payments. My daughter struggles 
to work part-time jobs so that she 
may home school her severe ADHD 
son. I’m only 5 years away from ap-
plying for Social Security, but if I 
can just about ‘make it now’, I can’t 
imagine how I will manage! Please 
do not increase our taxes!

Deborah, Manassas, VA
I am a single mother helping 

to support my daughter and two 
grandchildren. I don’t think I can 
stretch my paycheck any further. 
I also work for a DoD contractor 
and we will be experiencing layoffs 
before the end of this year. Why 
should I have to pay more taxes 
while the wealthy reap the ben-
efits.

Elaine, Raleigh, NC
Since my husband’s store went 

out of business and he took a 2/3 
pay cut, we have cut back to the 
bone. We have defaulted on debt 
so our credit is ruined. We had no 
choice. But we still have a place to 
live and food. However, it makes 
me sad that I have no money to 
buy Christmas gifts. My two dogs 
are way overdue for the vet and 
haven’t had their heartworm meds 
in months. 

I’m sad that my son cannot get 
a class ring or school pictures, and 
has to miss most of his boy scout 
outings because we just don’t have 
the money. My older son had an 
emergency room visit while away 
at college and the bill is about 
$1,500, so add that to the pile that 
won’t get paid. I’m using money 
that was supposed to be for retire-
ment just to buy groceries and gas. 
I have one pair of shoes for work 
and they have holes in them. 

How can it be that two people 
work all the time and still can’t buy 
shoes and underwear when we 
need them? Anything more and my 
aching back will break.

Danielle, Glenside, PA
My really good friend Andrea is 

30 years old. She lives with her el-
derly parents (in their 70s). Neither 
of her parents are able to work. 
Her mother is in hospice care for 
cancer that has rapidly spread all 
over her body. Her father also has 
many health problems and receives 
Social Security benefits. Andrea is a 
file clerk at the firm I work for. She 
just had a baby in May and is a sin-
gle mother. She is the sole bread-

winner in the home and has the 
burden of managing the finances 
for everyone. She makes a decent 
salary for a file clerk but it isn’t al-
ways enough. 

A fiscal cliff-dive could mean 
complete devastation for her fam-
ily. It could mean they end up 
homeless. It could mean child ser-
vices taking away her child. It could 
mean her mother’s healthcare is no 
longer covered under Medicaid. It 
is not something I could even fath-
om. She is trying her best to keep 
her family afloat as it is.

Lee, Niland, CA
I wish once in a while I would 

run out of month before I run out 
of money. I am surviving on $942 a 
month. It is just enough to pay the 
bills. Lights Taxes food and gas. Ev-
ery month I look at what I have to 
pay and it seems like there should 
be extra money here or there. 
BUT there is always something 
that needs to be fixed or repaired 
and there goes the extra money I 
thought I had. 

Donna, Clarksville, VA
I am a single adult (age 73), 

still working full-time and draw-
ing Social Security. If my SS is cut I 
will need to continue working, plus 
I have a daughter living with me 
who is out of work. 

We do not need tax cuts for the 
middle class and the rich need to 
continue paying. After all, they are 
the people with the money. I am 
still working because I could not 
make it on just my Social Security. 

Lissa, Centralia, WA
We make it work on one income 

so I can stay home with our chil-
dren. Taking $3,000 a year away 
from our budget means we eat less. 
It matters to us! Only 4% of income 
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“How can it be 
that two people 
work all the time 

and still can’t 
buy shoes and 

underwear when 
we need them? 
Anything more 
and my aching 

back will break.”  

Elaine, Raleigh, NC
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earners make more than $200,000 
a year, that small amount of people 
can afford to pay their fair share.

Frances, Valley Village, CA
My story is nearly identical to 

the stories of the rest of the 99% 
in America. We all worked for, and 
paid for, our Social Security and 
Medicare and we’ve told you over 
and over and over again, YOU MAY 
NOT TOUCH IT FOR ANY REASON. 

You have proved that your ideas 
are NOT better than our ideas; you 
have proved that you CANNOT run 
America’s banks. Don’t make us 
come down there… because we 
will and your rich friends will not 
like what we insis… INSIST upon.

JioAnn, Casa Grande, AZ
I am retired after 32 years of 

working. My husband will retire in 
18 months. Luckily we didn’t lose 
our home in the recent downturn 
of the economy, but most of our 
neighbors did. We are paying taxes 
on our home, cars, and yearly taxes. 

If the Fiscal Cliff keeps giving 
tax breaks to the wealthy, we will 
not be able to keep our house, nor 
will my husband be able to retire 
in 2014.I think it is high time we 
stopped offering more loopholes 
to the wealthy and make them pay 
their fare share, just as the rest of 
us have done for years!

Eunice, Roanoke, VA
I am a 61 year old single mother 

who has had to work most of her 
life in order to take care of my two 
children and myself. It has always 
been hard to make ends meet but 
with the help of family we man-
aged to get by. Now those family 
members are dead or have aged 
with me. I bought my house late in 
life because it was my dream, noth-
ing fancy but it was mine. 

In 2007, I was diagnosed with 
breast cancer and only because I 

continue to work have I been able 
to hold on to my home. Every-
thing is getting higher and medi-
cal bills aren’t going away. I would 
ask my children for help but they 
need help themselves, they have 
been unemployed and just recently 
found jobs. Now, if I stay alive long 
enough, I will collect Social Secu-
rity after almost thirty years on my 
present job. 

I have tried to do all the right 
things and never tried to be a ‘Tak-
er’. Would you take my Social Se-
curity away also. What I don’t un-
derstand is how you can close your 
eyes and ears to the people whom 
you represent both as democrats 
and republicans and go beyond 
for the people who really did not 
put you in office and who need tax 
breaks less than any. 

I don’t begrudge anyone suc-
cess but when you step on others 
to get there, I have a problem with 
that. This is my story but it saddens 
me because there are so many who 
are doing worse than me and who 
don’t have a voice. How can we ask 
God to Bless America if we can’t 
Bless God in such a small way by 
looking out for our fellowman?

Carolyn, Sacramento, CA
I am a single mother of four 

working two jobs just to make ends 
meet, and keep the lights on in the 
house we are renting. I continue to 
get cuts from the State of Califor-
nia 8-5, and now the negotiations 
of privatizing my part-time job 
with TSA at Sac Metro Airport my 
7-12 mid-night. 

All we want to do is to be able 
to live, and keep food on the ta-
ble and the lights on. It’s been a 
struggle, but we do it. Five years 
working two jobs like this, and I do 
not make 70-100,000$ it’s not me. 
I can’t even afford daycares rising 
cost.Now the rich 2% don’t want to 
help those who are genuinely are 
trying to help themselves? Please 
be fair. Please do your part. That’s 
all I am asking. I will work for food 
and I do to the best of my know 
how.

DH, Fort Atkinson, WI
The proposed (or threatened) 

cuts would not only be a betrayal 
by this generation of legislators, 
but would devastate many, many 
families. Important point: No mat-
ter how much is cut, it will never be 
enough to satisfy the hyper-greedy 
and their legislators. We already 
‘reformed’ General Assistance (wel-
fare) right out of existence to meet 
Republican budget demands. Then 
we ‘reformed’ the entire AFDC pro-
gram right out of existence. 

Cuts have been made in every-
thing from food stamps to home-
less shelters, schools to emergency 
services, disability aid to schools! 
It is never enough to satisfy the 
greedy, and it never will be. So cut 
them off. Restore pre-Reagan tax 
rates. End corporate tax cuts; these 
have left us with a fraction of the 
jobs, at falling wages.

Elisha, Raleigh, NC
I am a single mom of two chil-

dren. I have worked hard to make 

“All we want to do 
is to be able to live 
and keep food on 
the table and the 
lights on... Please 
be fair. Please do 

your part.”  

Carolyn, Sacramento, CA
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life better for us. I just finished my 
MBA while working full time and 
raising two children (including my 
youngest who just turned one) 
and now have $100,000 in student 
loans hanging over my head, but 
unfortunately am still looking for 
a better job where I can utilize my 
education. 

I am not giving up hope, but in 
the meantime, I am STRUGGLING! 
My children are on Medicaid and I 
am reliant on food stamps to make 
ends meet in our household. I rob 
Peter to pay Paul every month and 
literally cannot stretch my budget 
any tighter. My credit card debt is 
slowly growing each month. To 
make matters worse, I was borrow-
ing more money than I needed to 
go to school in order to cover day 
care costs. The extra money I had is 
almost gone. 

So, if I don’t get the child tax 
credit I am desperately relying on, 
then I will have NO WAY to pay 
daycare after the first of they year. 
And then, how am I supposed to 
work? I am on the waiting list for 
daycare assistance now, but the 
waiting list is so long it is a joke. 

I have done everything I was sup-
posed to do. I am not lazy, I don’t 
sit at home and collect a check. I 
go out and work hard every day. I 
worked hard for eight long years to 
get my master’s degree. And now, I 
am frantic because if we go off this 
fiscal cliff, I don’t know what I will 
do. Please, don’t do this to my fam-
ily and so many others out there. 
You don’t know what it’s like.

Sarah, Modesto, CA
I exist on about $1,000 per 

month on Social Security Disabil-
ity and Social Security Insurance. I 
have hopefully just found a way to 
supplement my income; but that 
will take much needed funds away 
from me that I will possibly need 
during the month of December for 
holiday expenses and such.

I am paying down debt as well; 

I live on about seventy dollars to 
about a hundred dollars per week 
for groceries and other sundry sup-
plies. If I were stretched any tighter 
I could not get any more tighter in 
my budget. I am already squeezing 
blood from a turnip as it is.

Bonita, Oxon Hill, MD
I am one of the working poor, 

since I don’t make any where near 
the $75,000 per year to be middle 
class. Fiscal cliff has been a part 
of my whole life working to pay 
high taxes. If my budget has to be 
stretched tighter it is going to be 
harder for me. I have already stop 
buying to the point if it is not on 
sale it must stay in the store. I have 
to make my food last longer than 
ever and drink more water. I will 
have to go to food banks when 
necessary to get some items I will 
need. 

I pray that Medicaid, Medicare, 
or Social Security does not get cut 
back. With the high cost of insur-
ance and the cost getting higher is 
very scary. I have MS and my medi-
cine is very costly if I did not have 
insurance I would not be able to 
afford the medicine. I can’t think 
about retiring because I don’t think 
I will be able to afford my medicine. 

I do believe it is time to stop 
the Bush tax cuts. The rich are still 
getting richer and the poor are 
still getting poorer. I miss the days 
when we (poor) could write off car 
taxes/interest and credit card inter-
est it really did help me. These days 
if you don’t have a house, business, 
or tax shelters you pay more taxes. 
Taxes is the very reason we became 
our own country away from Eng-
land. My question is where have we 
gone so wrong.

Dominique,  
Upper Marlboro, MD

My family is just barely holding 
on right now, with my husband just 
working part time on weekends 

and my daughter trying to get her 
associate degree while just starting 
a full time job. I’m appalled to see 
how prices have dramatically risen 
everywhere, especially in the gro-
cery store; I am the main provider 
for my family and can barely make 
ends meet as it is right now. 

It would be devastating for this 
‘fiscal cliff’ to actually happen; I 
agree that the wealthy in this na-
tion should pay their fair share of 
taxes, and that the middle class of 
which my family is a part of, should 
not once again suffer as a conse-
quence of the greed and corrup-
tion of the 1%.

Penny, N. Richland Hills, TX
I have already advised my kids 

that if Social Security and/or Medi-
care are cut or eliminated, I’ll be 
planning on moving in with one of 
them or sleeping in my car. Neither 
kid has enough room to house me 
for the twenty or so years I expect 
to live but I won’t be able to keep 
my apartment and pay my Doctor 
bills so they will probably have to 
find room for me.

Karen, Albuquerque, NM
If Social Security and/or Medi-

care benefits are reduced, I will 
not be able to retire until I can 
no longer physically work. I am 70 
and continue to work 32 hours per 
week. I was planning to retire at 
the end of 2013. 

If my taxes go up by several 
thousand dollars a year, that will 
also have a negative impact on my 
finances. I think that a person who 
has worked their entire adult life 
should be able to finally retire with 
the full benefits they have been 
promised – and have been paying 
towards the whole time. 

I am really, really tired of hear-
ing politicians, who have excellent 
benefits themselves – paid for by 

g
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our taxes – refer to these programs 
as ‘Entitlements,’ as if they are an 
unwarranted handout to a bunch 
of people who never did anything 
to earn it (refer to the infamous 
47% comment). So, what our poli-
ticians decide to do now will deter-
mine whether or not I and other 
American workers have the option 
of retiring.

Miriam, Yucaipa, CA
While Congress is getting vaca-

tions, getting great health care, 
getting lots of money for doing 
nothing, I am suffering every time 
the stock market goes down. I nev-
er recouped from when the market 
crashed 2008-2009 and now again 
because Congress is playing sick 
games with ordinary people, I am 
losing money I am counting on for 
my support. 

You people are so concerned 
about your next election. I don’t 
give a crap if you get elected, es-
pecially after the way you have 
treated this President. You are in 
Washington, D. C. to work for the 
people of America. You do not de-
serve to go home for Christmas un-
til you resolve our going over the 
cliff problem.

Maud, Evanston, IL
Congress exists to respond to 

the needs of the ‘People’. The mid-
dle class has been hurt financially 
for years – the poor are underwa-
ter and drowning. My husband has 
an MBA from Kellogg (NWU). He 
was eliminated from staff of a Chi-
cago consulting firm in 2010 and 
out of work of a year and 1/2. 

We were in our late 50s and 
spent our savings – completely, 
entirely gone – to survive. He was 
hired back a year ago on a con-
tract arrangement – where he 
works 10-20-50 hours a week. He 
is buffering the firm from it’s in-
ability to come back fully from a 
recession.  

We are 60 and have no savings 
and only small 401ks – nothing to 
survive on.  Any idea of retiring 
is delusional. I have a PhD and a 
consulting practice on early edu-
cation reform and policy. 

At 60 I am looking for a full-
time job so I can work until I am 
70+. I can do this intellectually 
– but I can’t find an opportunity 
to work FT with a non-profit ad-
vocacy and policy group. It’s time 
to vote for the people and their 
needs. Don’t push us over a cliff. 

Rhonda, Lakewood, CO
I am a well educated single 

mom – 37,000 people in my indus-
try (wind energy) have been laid 
off. I was laid off this past Mon-
day (Nov 19th) due to corruption 
in the government. The produc-
tion tax credit for wind expires 
in 2013, leaving zero tax help for 
wind energy to compete with oil 
and gas which get BILLIONS in tax 
credits and subsidies. An entire 
industry that benefits society now 
and for future generations (wind 
energy) is being wiped out by cor-
ruption. 

Obama proposed $4 billion re-
duction in government subsidies 
to oil and gas and the same cor-
rupt folks in the senate refused 
to support those cuts while saying 
we cannot afford the smaller tax 
credits for wind. Sickening. 

So now I am looking for work. 
Will I make my mortgage pay-
ment, my car payment? I don’t 
want to work for oil and gas. 
Fracking is permanently ruining 
drinking water making it unsafe. 
It is done near schools and play-
grounds and houses and harming 
the health of children and adults. 

The corruption in govern-
ment that gives my hard earned 
tax dollars to wealthy individuals 
and corporations NEEDS TO STOP! 
Something needs to be done 
about this corruption. 

George, Grass Valley, CA

I’m feeling pretty discouraged. 
Not for myself so much, but for the 
many Americans that have it worse 
than I do. Each month is question-
able whether I will be able to pay the 
bills, or dip once again into my van-
ishing savings account. No vacations, 
or new clothes. We buy at the local 
thrift stores and our entertainment is 
around the television set. My newest 
car is 10 years old. If I have any car 
repairs, or pet problems, I’m sunk. 

I’m really angry with our politi-
cians. They throw money hand over 
fist to a military that is larger than 
the other seven largest military’s 
combined. They have given so many 
tax breaks to corporations and the 
wealthy that our government is be-
ing starved to the point that it can 
no longer provide for many worthy 
programs. 

Twenty five percent of the 
corporations don’t even pay tax. 
Wasn’t it General Electric that made 
seven billion and didn’t pay a penny 
in tax? We’ve got millionaires that 
are paying lower tax rates than I do. 
The entire Republican party pimps 
for corporate greed and control of 
our protections and rights. The Re-
publicans want to reduce taxes even 
more for business and the wealthy 
and balance the federal budget on 
the backs of the rest of us. 

Robin, Southbury, CT
I live on SSDI for a grand sum 

of $1,010 monthly, for which I am 
extremely grateful because my 
illnesses prevent me from work-
ing. Being already on the bottom 
of the Fiscal Cliff, I believe that it 
extraordinarily vital to end the 
Bush tax cuts for the very wealthy 
in order to protect investments in 
working and middle-class families. 
The Government needs to wake up 
and keep those lemmings far away 
from the cliffs! 
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Karla, Gilroy, CA
I am a hard working single pat-

ent. I work full-time, however 
there are no benefits in my line of 
work because I work for a small 
company. That means no sick days, 
no retirement, and no medical ben-
efits. I pay for medical insurance on 
my own. 

My daughter and I are both in 
good health at this time, thank 
goodness, but my insurance has in-
creased its rates 10% every year. I 
however have not had a raise in 5 
years. I am on the verge of my own 
fiscal cliff.

Seanette, Vancouver, WA
Our 13 year old son needs brac-

es. The course of treatment will 
run just over $2,500 (and that’s 
AFTER our dental insurance has 
reduced the cost). Paying more in 
taxes means he will have to wait at 
LEAST 1 more year as we try to save 
enough money to pay for them. 
While all the other kids will be get-
ting their braces off – he’ll just be 
getting his on because we had to 
wait and save. 

David J., Belleville, MI
Fortunately for us, I have no 

tale of woe to tell, as my wife and 
I are quite well off.  I see no reason 
whatsoever that we and others like 
us should not pay our fair share to 
keep this country going. 

I see no reason for tax breaks for 
the rich, including myself. I see no 
reason why unearned income such 
as capital gains should be taxed at 
a much lower rate than income in 
the form of paychecks resulting 
from honest work. I see no reason 
why greed and selfishness should 
be allowed to destroy this country. 

Sherrie, Boulder, CO
We in what’s left of the middle 

class face more ‘fiscal cliffs’ than 
you can shake a stick at.  It’s impor-

tant to end the Bush tax cuts for 
the very wealthy in order to protect 
investments in working and mid-
dle-class families because THEY can 
afford it – we can’t. I’m on Medic-
aid from being in 8 car accidents. If 
they cut Medicaid, I’m screwed. WE 
the WOMEN have spoken.

JoAn, Goddard, KS
We have been married for 58 

years, we have both worked very 
hard and many hours every week 
to care for three children. I, the 
mother and wife, have had health 
issues due to immune system prob-
lems, this created health problems 
for our children. Our youngest was 
born very seriously ill, which meant 
many years of expense not covered 
by insurance.

 We lost our youngest son to 
cancer when he was 36. Our nu-
merous health issues have kept us 
financially bound and unable to 
get a better hold financially. Every 
week it is a struggle to pay the bills 
and to take care of our health, for 
after all our health is all we have. 

We are now 78 and 77 respect-
fully. We are still paying Social Se-

curity and we receive Social Securi-
ty. We are deeply concerned about 
not being able to pay our own way. 

We have never asked for or re-
ceived a hand out, and we do not 
know many who have unless under 
most severe conditions. We need to 
be able to earn enough to pay our 
bills and provide food and medi-
cal care, and keep a roof over our 
head. 

We own our own home in a 
small town and need to move to a 
larger city where we can have ac-
cess to doctors and other necessary 
services. We can’t sell it for what it 
is worth so are stuck and must be 
able to sell for a fair amount so we 
can have a decent place to live. We 
are honest hard working God fear-
ing people, and we pray for an an-
swer to the financial problems for 
this country so that more people 
can live out their lives by loving and 
caring and working to survive. 

We are sliding down the slippery 
slope toward poverty. And that 
hurts a lot when we have worked 
so hard, always paid our bills on 
time, helped the poor and served in 
the church. When President Obama 
talked about compromise, I feel 
we have done our share on that 
road to compromise and now it is 
time for the wealthy to pay their 
share. We sacrificed over and over 
and the wealthy have only gotten 
richer and want more. It is time to 
level the playing field and create 
a sharing world where all who are 
willing to work can share in the re-
wards of a better life. I, Joan, am 
retired from the ministry and re-
ceived a Master of Theology and 
a Dr. of Ministry from a reputable 
Seminary. 

My husband is a very gifted auto 
electrician and always made a good 
living for us along with my working 
in part time jobs and then full time 
after the children went to school. 
PLEASE HELP us and folks like us. 
We deserve better than what has 
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“We are sliding 
down the slippery 

slope toward 
poverty. And that 
hurts a lot when 
we have worked 
so hard, always 
paid our bills on 
time, helped the 

poor and served in 
the church.”  

JoAn, Goddard, KS



72 MomsRising.org

been happening and what is hap-
pening right now in this country.

Ruthie, Malden, MA
I am the mother of two teen-

age boys, and the wife of a small 
business owner. My husband, Mike, 
owns a catering company in the 
Boston area. He has lost his two 
best clients to the poor economy. 
Usually, at Christmastime he makes 
enough money to get us through 
the winter. However, he lost a 
$10,000 (gross costs) and a $20,000 
(gross costs) holiday party this sea-
son. 

I work for a very small non-prof-
it that cannot give me a raise. My 
phone has been shut off this Fall, 
and I continually pay late fees on 
all of my bills.I urge you to raise 
the taxes of those making over 
$200,000/year. My family of four (in 
a good year) makes approximately 
$55,000.

Susan, Lyons, CO
With no interest on my savings 

account and no job or prospects, 
how is one supposed to keep up 
in retirement? At 63 years old, this 
was supposed to be the time to ‘re-
tire’ after 20+ years of teaching. 
But now with corruption at all lev-
els of government and the richest 
few still trying to steal it all away 
from the rest of us, even Medicare 
and the small Social Security I am 
supposed to collect is at risk. 

With health and food and en-
ergy prices escalating, I worry for 
those who have less than I. Our gov-
ernment needs to rein in the CEOs 
and Corporations and wealthy do-
nors who are trying to take the 
little that is left all for themselves 
[again] and leave the rest of us to 
fend for ourselves. 

Further we need to face the 
challenges of climate change to-
gether now! Our economy should 
focus on how to control climate 
change and protect clean air and 

water instead of fracking the hell 
out of every state and turning the 
USA into a third world polluted in-
dustrial waste site.

Elizabeth, Baltimore, MD
My husband and I met in grad 

school, which we felt lucky to at-
tend. We built a home ourselves to 
save on labor, and love it. We had 
two wonderful young kids. When 
the economy crashed, we both 
were lucky to find positions in new 
fields. My husband’s position had a 
3 year limit, which we will reach in 
a few months. 

Because of learning differences, 
our youngest does better in private 
school than what is available for 
public school. Will we have to send 
him to public school, even though 
he comes home and falls apart? 
Will my husband be able to find 
work? 

Kathy, Minneapolis, MN
I have been working since I was 

17 I have worked for 43 years. I am 
one of the 47% I am going to need 
to rely on Social Security and Medi-
care. 

Why is that the extremely rich 
who do not need to rely on these 
programs also draw off of them 
and want to maintain their tax 
breaks? I don’t really think by al-
lowing the upper 2% to maintain 

the same tax breaks is going to re-
sult in a trickle-down economy. I 
don’t think it’s even a dribble. Let’s 
challenge this philosophy numbers 
don’t lie lets see proof. 

Angie, Laredo, TX
If we go off a ‘fiscal cliff’ be-

cause Congress refuses to end the 
Bush tax cuts for the very wealthy 
before the year ends, then my fam-
ily as well as the average family 
could pay $3,000 more per year in 
taxes. 

With today’s economy where 
everything is going up and what 
would buy you $100 of groceries 
before, now only buys some gas 
and some groceries and some med-
ications, this would affect my bud-
get devastatingly. 

This is why it is very important 
for Congress to end the Bush tax 
cuts to the very wealthy. As well as 
in Medicaid, Medicare and Social 
Security, these programs need to 
continue for the elderly since they 
have been contributing to the gov-
ernment during their woking years 
and it is time for them to be as-
sisted in these so much needed pro-
grams.  Otherwise, there would be 
no way for them to continue living 
with this economy.

Jacki, Berkeley, CA
I am a retired school teacher. 

Three months of my retirement 
monies go to pay for county, state 
and federal taxes as well as insur-
ance on the house, earthquake in-
surance, car insurance, DMV fees. If 
I didn’t have Medicare I would be 
forced out of my home of 42 years, 
I am also paying for long term care 
so that my daughter is not finan-
cially burdened as I age. 

I saved in my early working 
years in a tax sheltered annuity. My 
Social Security earnings are cut by 
2/3rds as I also have a state pension. 
I worked and paid into Social Secu-
rity but do not get my full payment.

“With health and 
food and energy 
prices escalating, 
I worry for those 
who have less 

than I.”  

Susan, Lyons, CO
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Norm, Seattle, WA
Three and a half years ago, I was 

let go from my job . As a result I am 
now barely surviving on Social Se-
curity. I had to take it 4 years earlier 
than planned and am trying to sur-
vive on $1,000 per month less than 
planned. I am also dealing with the 
loss of over 80% of my retirement 
account due to the Great Reces-
sion. All of that is on top of the loss 
of a decent income. 

I’ve experienced three fiscal 
cliffs thanks to this economic mess. 
What I need is a job that pays a 
good income. Thus far we, the un-
employed, the underemployed and 
the involuntarily retired, have been 
sacrificed on the altar of deficit hys-
teria. The raging scourge of auster-
ity abroad has only made matters 
far worse there and has worked 
against our recovery here. Its pro-
motion here will only make matters 
far worse.The debt is not a critical 
problem, today. 

The shortage of good paying 
jobs for tens of millions of Ameri-
cans is the problem today.  Since 
the private sector is unable to sup-
ply them, it is up to the federal gov-
ernment to do it. The opportunity 
to solve multiple problems is here, 
now. The states need to rehire pub-
lic servants. Send them the money 
to do it. We need to transition 
away from the bonfire technology 
that we have relied on to produce 
electricity by burning stuff up. We 
need a distributed source of elec-
tricity, solar cells on building roofs, 
etc. Support the installation of so-
lar panels on homes and commer-
cial buildings.

We need to rebuild our crum-
bling infrastructure.  We need to 
get electricity cables away from 
falling trees and bury them un-
derground. Streets, highways and 
bridges must be repaired and re-
placed. Only the federal govern-
ment has the flexibility to fund 
that. Vast pools of untaxed and un-
der-taxed wealth exist that can and 
must be taxed and can be without 

damaging our economy. 

Get on with it. Vast sums are 
wasted on outmoded military 
weapons designed to battle en-
emies that no longer exist. Stop 
it. Once we have accomplished all 
that, we can quickly eliminate defi-
cits and begin to repay most of the 
debt in a few years. Nothing in the 
deficit hawks’ plans will solve this 
problem for me or any of the rest 
of us. I do not want to be retired. 
I want to work in a way that will 
let me fulfill something close to my 
original retirement plans. I have no 
interest in being a sacrificial lamb 
on the altar of economic insanity.

Clifford, Rumsey, CA
I am an 81 year old male wid-

ower.  I support myself through 
a very modest SS retirement and 
what became my share of my wife’s 
retirement from her employment. I 
spent the last 20 years of our work-
ing years trying to make a living as 
an organic farmer; a poor career 
choice in terms of a generous re-
tirement. 

Any reductions in my SS retire-
ment amounts or the medical care 
that is available through Medicare 
would reduce my standard of living 
in proportion to the reductions en-
acted.It would necessitate changes 
in my dietary choices; reductions or 
elimination of my use of personal 
transportation; how often and at 

what scale my ability to entertain 
friends and relatives would take; 
even my ability to maintain my 
house and property with the ever 
present need to pay one’s prop-
erty taxes and utility bills could be 
threatened by reductions in my re-
tirement income.

The utter irony of the GOP to in-
sist that ‘everything be on the table 
for negotiation’ when in fact, the 
original tax breaks for the wealthy 
2% were not negotiated with ev-
erything on the table. If memory 
serves me correctly, even their ex-
tension came about through out-
right extortion over the debt ceil-
ing. 

Cathy, Clute, TX
I paid Social Security withhold-

ing tax on ALL my salary. Why 
should those making over six fig-
ures get a break? Not fair!I worked 
until I was 70 to maximize my SS 
check. Probably did permanent 
damage to my health. 

Raising the retirement age is 
NOT the way to go, when there is 
so much income out there not be-
ing taxed. 

Denise, Chicago, IL
I am constantly amazed at how 

many people vote against them-
selves. We are living in an austerity 
country – I feel it. I make a decent 
living, but all of my expenses have 
gone up and benefits have gone 
down. To think that we are sacri-
ficing our money, our world, our 
health to keep a few people on top 
fat and happy, just makes me angry 
beyond belief. I want to yell from 
the rooftops – wake up everyone. 
But so many people in the dying 
middle class, and even the poorer 
classes, still affiliate themselves 
with the wealthy few, of which 
they will never be a part of. It’s like 
a bad dream induced by too much 

g
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marketing and television. Wake up 
people.

Natalene, Forestvile, MD
My budget feels like a pair of 

tight shoes pinching all over and 
still lacking monies to do things. 
Without the end of tax cuts or with 
a reduction in Medicaid/Medicare 
or Social Security, I may as well dig 
a hole and jump in. Food shopping 
is now a luxury.  Living on retire-
ment income and taking care of a 
young teenage grandson wasn’t in 
my plan.

Shirley, St. Petersburg, FL
I am a senior citizen and I live on 

my husband’s pension and Social 
Security. We both worked our en-
tire lives, sent two sons to college 
and always paid our bills on time. 
I also have a part time job to help 
with expenses. If Social Security, 
Medicare and/or Medicaid is not 
available, we would not be able to 
pay the mortgage, taxes or even 
the insurance on our house.

It drives me wild to know that 
we get hefty fines if we don’t pay 
our taxes. The wealthy should 
have the same rules as the rest of 
the population. Why should the 
entire country suffer for the small 
percentage of millionaires in our 
society! It’s not only important 
but it’s also imperative to end the 
Bush tax cuts for the very wealthy 
in order to protect investments in 
working and middle-class families? 
This sounds like a farce. Rich people 
don’t pay taxes while the major-
ity of the population is broke and 
have no services! It’s not funny, it’s 
insanity. 

Lorraine, Spokane, DC
I am a 36 year old mother of two 

young daughters. I’m on Social Se-
curity Disability. I had two heart at-
tacks when I was 25 years old. They 
were because by a medical condi-
tion I was not aware I had. The first 

one was ten days after my oldest 
was born. I’m living on $831 from 
disability and I get $451 in food 
stamps every month. Medicare and 
Medicaid pay my insurance and my 
daughters are on Medicaid. 

If these programs are cut I will 
struggle more than I do now. I live 
with my older sister and help out 
with what I can. But she pays the 
majority of the house hold bills 
which isn’t fair to her. She makes 
minimum wage at a job she’s been 
at for 17 years, so she struggles too. 
She receives $16 in food stamps, 
but doesn’t qualify for any other 
help. Please don’t cut these pro-
grams! I know too many people 
that depend on them.

Julie, Auburn, WA
My husband hasn’t had a raise 

in 12 years. I just got my first raise 
in 6 years. If we have to come up 
with another $3500 in taxes this 
next year, we will be defaulting on 
something. We can not come up 
with more money any more than 
we could get blood from a turnip.

Fairy, Ann Arbor, MI
It just is not reasonable and fair. 

The top 2% do not need to have 
these cuts, especially with the issue 

of the deficit. It is just plain com-
mon sense to end these cuts.

Kitty, Edgewood, NM
I am an RN and Internationally 

Board Certified Lactation Educator. 
I have been unemployed for 2 years 
living on SS. I live in New Mexico. 
I was pushed into bankruptcy by 
Wells Fargo Bank, who kept prom-
ising a refinance but were just con-
ning me to keep on making pay-
ments until all my money was gone 
and now awaiting eviction. 

I could have made payments if 
they had refinanced as promised. 
House was almost paid for. My ex 
husband left with everything I pur-
chased during our marriage so I am 
left with no savings. I am barely 
scraping by paying utilities and 
gas and groceries and am worried 
about finding a place to live that I 
can afford.

Miles, Escondido, CA
We already have very wealthy 

individuals admitting that they can 
pay much more in taxes, which this 
country needs immediately to re-
main a great country able to keep 
the social contract with the people.

Kathleen, Appleton, WI
I am a hard-working mother of 

two young children. I work full-
time, have a bachelor’s degree, and 
am struggling right now to make 
ends meet. My husband, also with 
a college degree, is currently un-
employed but is not receiving un-
employment benefits. He is trying 
to find work, but as of yet, hasn’t 
even been able to get an interview. 
I have not had a raise in over 3 
years, not even cost of living. 

In the meantime, my health 
care costs have increased, my stu-
dent loans are maxed out of defer-
ment and I am having to increase 
my credit card debt just to be able 
to afford groceries for my fam-

“...With a 
reduction in 
Medicaid, 

Medicare or 
Social Security, 

I may as well dig 
a hole and 
jump in.”  

Natalene, Forestvile, MD
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ily. The wealthy need to pay their 
fair share! We don’t have the op-
tion of hiding our money in off-
shore accounts. I don’t even have 
any savings to hide! If my budget 
is stretched any further I fear that 
we will lose the roof over our heads 
and that scares me to death! Please 
help the people you are elected to 
represent, that’s the 99% for those 
of you doing math!

Anne, Oshkosh, WI
I know that the wealthy can af-

ford to pay more in taxes, a per-
centage near what they paid when 
Mr. Clinton was president.

Anthony, Texas
I run a small family farm. Be-

cause we strongly supplement our 
consumption with our own produc-
tion, we are buffered, somewhat, 
from the economic spin called the 
fiscal cliff. Let me tell you what it 
really is. The federal government 
is funded primarily through taxes. 
Large corporations and the wealthy 
overwhelming ‘earn’ more than the 
rest of us, the 99% if you will. How-
ever, they pay less in taxes, propor-
tionally to their ‘earnings’, than 
the rest of us. This is rationalized 
primarily through the argument, 
more or less, ‘they pay the bulk of 
taxes so you should shut up.’ Aside 
from the dismissive tone of said ar-
gument, is the inherent imbalance 
of the equations. So what if your 
bracket contributes 60% or even 
70% of the tax revenue if your 
bracket is gobbling 80% or even 
90% of the earnings, follow? 

Moreover, those with so much 
saved up where they can live off 
the interest aren’t producing squat 
yet their tax rate is lower than a 
working man?? Therein lies the 
opportunity. Not only should we 
push for a more balanced, progres-
sive (meaning for every extra dollar 
you make those additional dollars 
are taxed at a higher rate) tax sys-
tem, with no excuses or fear-based 

manipulations and misdirections 
regarding how it was earned, we 
must undo the conditions that al-
low such ignorance and greed to 
fester to begin with. 

In my humble opinion, this is 
done primarily through returning 
to a model of self sufficiency and 
disdain for over-consumption at 
the family level and those profit-
ing off our misguided distractions 
will adjust their business models ac-
cordingly. Stay in peace, not pieces. 
One. 

Richard, University Place, WA
My wife and I live on $65,000/

year from our SS and 401k and pay 
15% in taxes. We are comfortable 
and can handle an increase in in-
come tax.I think it is fair to raise 
wealthy taxes to 39.6%, but I think 
it is grossly unfair for the wealthy 
to hide their money in non-taxable 
off shore accounts.

The middle class has been losing 
to the wealthy through loss in jobs 
shipped overseas, downsizing and 
automation. skilled older workers 
have been laid off and then owners 
complain they can’t find younger 
skilled workers that start at half 
the salary of the older workers.Fi-
nally, the Bush tax cuts resulted in 
a surplus of money triggering the 
housing bubble. Excess money in 
the hands of the wealthy lead to 
reckless volatility. TAX IT AWAY!

Tiffany, Nevada City, CA
I am a mother who works full 

time. My husband is an educator 
and my son just started kinder-
garten. We lost our house to fore-
closure earlier this year. The bank 
wouldn’t assist us with a short sale 
because they said we made too 
much, but we didn’t make enough 
to get by. 

We break even almost every 
month, so we have no savings to 
speak of. My husband has some re-
tirement, but I have no money set a 

side since that seems like a luxury for 
another day. I have always worked 
for small businesses that have mini-
mal benefits – retirement not one. 

I look around me and I see that 
almost everyone I know is in the 
same boat – just trying to get by 
day to day and not preparing for 
an emergency or the future. We are 
all so precariously placed that some 
unexpected expense could put us all 
in a desperate situation. Those of 
us in the middle class work so hard 
for what we have. We pay taxes for 
the poor to get by and our work 
and purchases support the wealthy. 
Who supports us? 

I pay my insurance, but it hard-
ly covers my office visit. I pay my 
taxes, but I am not eligible for any 
services since I ‘make too much’. 
It is a very unjust system that 
squeezes so many for the benefits 
of the few. We need to look to 
the well being of our community 
as the measure of our own suc-
cess. That said the wealthy should 
not get tax breaks while their 
communities go without. The arts, 
education and programs that sup-
port health and happiness should 
not go unfunded while wealth is 
hoarded by the elite. 

Roxane, San Antonio, TX
Budget cuts are already threat-

ening to take away Video Relay 
Services from my son who is deaf 
and us parents that rely on these 
services to ‘talk’ to our kids when 
away from home (effective Nov. 
29, 2012), for them to call 911… 
why, why, why would you want to 
take more away from him and his 
peers?Life is hard enough for all of 
us who can hear! 

Well, maybe instead of just 
hearing us you should listen for a 
change… of course, you’ve been 
blessed with one thing I will never 
have w my own son ability to ‘hear’ 
and (his) ‘Voice’...

g
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Anita, Florissant, MO
I lost my husband three years 

ago, I live on Social Security and 
his pension, we have a daughter 
in college and have always work 
to support our family. Please keep 
the student loans available because 
I would love to see her get her de-
gree and make a life for herself.

Victoria, Foster City, CA
My family and I are already fall-

ing off this cliff! Anything taxed on us 
right now will just dig the hole at the 
bottom and then shovel in the dirt to 
cover us up. 

In 2008, my non-profit agency 
could not hold on any longer and we 
had to close. This meant that I also 
lost my job. I am an older person, a 
single mother of a child with disabili-
ties and have been patching together 
various odd jobs to keep a roof over 
our heads. I went to my mortgage 
holder (2/6/12) and asked for a loan 
modification or, at least, a lower in-
terest rate. I have been sending them 
documentation almost on a weekly 
basis ever since. After 10 months, we 
have not gotten any closer to an an-
swer. 

My health insurance is a private 
plan because I work for myself or 
on contracts and that amount (more 
than $1,200/mo) has been put onto 
my credit cards because I cannot pay 
any other way....which are now one 
month short of being maxed out. I 
have borrowed money, I have cashed 
in insurance products and have 
tapped into a small pension earlier 
than planned, I have trimmed our 
budget to an absolute bare-bones 
budget and, somehow, like loaves 
and fishes, we manage to scrape by 
each month. We have one car and it 
is 15 years old. 

We cannot hold on much longer. If 
the loan modification does not come 
through soon, we will be out on the 
street. If I can’t find more work to 
help pay for my health benefits, then 
that will need to be let go....and for 
a woman who has battled breast 

cancer twice, this terrifies me. If one 
more thing goes wrong for us, the 
house of cards that I have so carefully 
built, comes crumbling down.

Why should I and other families, 
all trying not to ask the government 
for a hand out of any kind, be ex-
pected to be crushed with extra taxes 
while the wealthy go blithely on their 
way with not a care in the world. 
Wake up!

Rabeccah, Tacoma, WA
I’m usually not a ‘baw-humbug’ 

sort of person, but since my husband 
was forced into early retirement 
due to a debilitating medical condi-
tion, finances have been strained to 
say the least. He does get disability 
and a portion of his pension. Be-
cause he’s not 65 yet, our income 
has been cut from $99,000 per year 
to $34,000 per year. 

Even though I went back to 
school and strive to get a 40 hour 
work week (my employer gives me 
24 hrs a week) I take shifts at other 
pharmacies when my schedule al-
lows to make ends meet. But the 
problem is, ‘our ends do not meet 
at all now’. If the fiscal items are 
not rectified soon, we will incur the 
additional 3,000 for middle income 
families....don’t make this mistake..
because we earned upwards of 
$99,000 in the past, we are still taxed 
at those rates, just because we bring 

home substantially less income, our 
tax burden has NOT CHANGED in 
two years! We need a FIX ASAP. Yep, 
I’m shouting because your constitu-
ents NEED TO BE HEARD!

Shelagh, Washington, MO
I was diagnosed with arthritis in 

my lumbar spine and both knees 
and hips when I was in my late 
40’s. Ever since then I have had to 
use Medicaid and Food Stamps and 
Sec. 8 Housing Assistance. I haven’t 
worked long enough to get any 
Medicare when I turn 65 or even get 
anything from my ex-husband, be-
cause he didn’t have enough earn-
ings, quarters either to get it from 
him, or from my work time. 

I depend on these things but 
could see a problem if I didn’t have 
these to fall back on because I’m al-
most 62 now and have absolutely 
no skills to take any job, in my case 
that would take a job away from 
someone that needs to have a job 
to help their family more than I do.

In these times I find that the SSI 
that I draw and all the other gov-
ernment helps that I get just bare-
ly keep me going from day to day, 
month to month, and year to year. 
I am not unusual in my situation 
because I have to believe there are 
others like me. If not, then, this is 
my story and I’m not ashamed of 
it.

OF prenatal care
medicaid’s coverage

achieves cost savings
improves birth outcomes and helps
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to prevent low birth weight births
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Noelle, Woodacre, CA
We have been struggling finan-

cially over the past few years and 
have had to cut our family budget 
down to the very basics of food, 
shelter, gas, etc. New clothes (even 
for our growing children), meals 
out, vacations, even staying home 
from work when we are sick, are 
not always options for us right now. 

Both my husband and I are small 
business owners, so the slow econ-
omy has been hard on us. I provide 
child-care, and have lost clients be-
cause they have had to cut back on 
paid child care and find cheaper 
alternatives (grandparents, taking 
their kids with them on errands, 
etc). It is completely unfair that the 
wealthiest Americans are not pay-
ing their fair share of taxes. 

The projected $3,000 per year 
extra in taxes that our family would 
face if the bush taxes are extend-
ed would hurt us so much more 
than it would someone in the top 
1%. It would mean the difference 
between having enough to buy 
groceries or pay our mortgage for 
us. We are grateful that we have 
always had what we need, even if 
not everything that we would like, 
and implore that the president and 
congress take the best interests of 
the majority of the people to heart 
in deciding to end the bush tax cuts 
to the wealthiest Americans.

Jenn , Wilmington, NY
My family lives on a tightrope 

of low wages and debt that we 
cannot get rid of. If anything hap-
pened to my husband or I, I don’t 
know how my daughter will fare. 
As a teacher at a non-profit, inde-
pendent school, I make $28,000. Is 
that lower lower level income, or 
poverty level? I can’t even imagine 
what upper upper level income is 
or that Obama would favor tax cuts 
for the wealthy! I’d really like to 
know what salary defines America’s 
‘middle class’ though! Give us (your 
lower class voters) a break!!

Stephenie, Boise, ID

I was diagnosed with a major 
autoimmune disorder in my mid 
twenties and have been unable to 
work for several years. I am still 
fighting for SSI and SSDI so every 
penny my family has is stretched to 
the limit. 

My partner works two jobs but 
we struggle to pay for all the things 
we need – I receive my two most 
expensive medications for free but 
still pay $500 a month for the rest. 
If we have to stretch our budget 
any further vital things are going 
to be cut. It isn’t fair to make us 
stretch our money further when 
the wealthy aren’t asked to do the 
same.

Erica, Washington, DC

As a social worker, I see daily the 
impacts of government budget de-
cisions. The students, children, and 
families I work with are effected by 
all decisions made related to Med-
icaid, Medicare, and Social Security. 
These programs are essential to 
basic needs, medical, and mental 
health services. 

So many of the families who use 
these programs are already strug-
gling, and not for a lack of trying 
or due to entitlement outlooks. 
They strive for better lives and 
work for their families, but rely on 
these programs to assist them in 
getting the care they need. If cuts 
were made to these programs, they 
would not be receiving the servic-
es they need in order to continue 
living fulfilling lives and strive for 
better things. Please keep them in 
mind and choose wisely!

S. Heidi, San Francisco, CA
My story has almost become 

a cliche these days. I’m a 68 year 
old woman with almost no savings 
(due to an illness that took a finan-
cial as well as a health toll on my 
life). I will not be eligible for So-
cial Security for another year, and 
I work virtually 7 days per week. I 
am not unhappy about working, as 
I enjoy my work, but the financial 
edge play gets old and more diffi-
cult with each passing year to deal 
with. 

The reality, of course, is that I 
(or anyone else for that matter) 
can only keep it up for so long. The 
woman who owns this house, and 
from whom I rent, is barely hang-
ing on as well. Both of us are wor-
ried about our futures, and appro-
priately so. 

The divide between the very 
wealthy and what used to be the 
middle class has grown so beyond 
out of proportion, I can only think 
of it as an obscenity. It is disheart-
ening and well-nigh unbelievable 
to witness this lack of empathy, 
lack of humanity and compassion. 
Such a disconnect. 

The changes our president is 
trying to implement could make a 
huge shift towards solvency. I can 
only hope that the needs of the 
many will prevail over the wants of 
the very few.
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Erica, Washington, DC
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Harry, San Diego, CA
An additional $3,000 in taxes 

right now would be very destruc-
tive to our family. My wife is having 
to quit work at 62 due to a heart 
condition. Simultaneously, based 
on professional advice, most of our 
net worth was tied up in commer-
cial real estate investments that 
went south with the crash – the 
banks are fine, but I have lost most 
everything. 

We have dramatically cut ex-
penses, and I (63) hope to work to 
70 to try to rebuild our retirement, 
but Social Security and Medicare 
will be critical to our ability to 
make ends meet. Doing nothing 
with the fiscal cliff, and/or preserv-
ing low tax rates for the wealthy in 
some ‘grand bargain’ that cuts the 
social safety net while we struggle 
to maintain a minimal middle class 
lifestyle seems not only bad for us, 
but for the whole middle class (to 
say nothing of the poor!). 

Patricia, Sun City, AZ
I saved money each month dur-

ing my teaching days, as a teacher 
in an elementary public school, and 
then the banking crisis happened, 
taking large parts of my savings. 
Now I’m retired and can barely 
make the payments on bills. 

There’s so money for anything 
like fun, and I often need to charge 
my groceries to be able to pay for 
them. Forget getting anyone to 
help with yard work, house repairs, 
etc. I need to become a handywom-
an.

Fran, Oak Park, IL
I am a mother, grandmother, 

and wife. As such, I am concerned 
about the effects of budget cuts on 
all age brackets. When you try to 
save money by slashing education 
you destroy the future of our coun-
try because you no longer invest 
in the children. This will affect my 
grandchildren. 

When you deny affordable col-
lege loans you cripple the chance 
for young adults to succeed. This 
affects my children. When you 
slash Social Security or Medicaid 
you punish those that worked for 
a lifetime. This will affect me and 
my husband. We have the same 
amount of money in this country – 
it is just all concentrated at the top. 
The top 1% has the same wealth as 
the bottom 90% combined. The top 
1%, like Mitt Romney, pay a lower 
percentage in taxes than I do. 

Of course they often avoid taxes 
all together by hiding their mon-
ey in the Cayman Islands.End the 
Bush tax cuts for the wealthy. Tax 
the rich triple what they are pay-
ing now. From the 1950s to the 
1970s, when the rich paid at least 
triple what they pay now, America 
was productive and generally more 
prosperous.

Cutting taxes for the wealthy 
does nothing for America in gen-
eral except erode both democracy 
and the American Dream. 

Lynne, Chehalis, WA
My husband and I are both dis-

abled. Each of us has worked for 
35+ years and paid taxes to help 
support Medicare and Social Se-
curity. When we became disabled, 
we lost our employment and our 
health insurance. We spent our 
entire retirement savings on our 
medical bills. Social Security is now 
our only income. If Social Security 
benefits are cut, we will be forced 
to choose between making our 
mortgage payment or buying food 
and paying our monthly Medicare 
payment. 

My husband and I feel like we 
exist ‘off the radar’ – no one knows 
about us and no one cares. It’s a ter-
rible place to be. And, by the way, 
neither Social Security nor Medi-
care contributes to the U.S. budget 
deficit. The proposed cuts are so 
that the wealthy 1% can keep their 
tax cuts. It’s sick.

Ann, Texas
My home needs a new heater/air 

conditioner that is priced at $8,000. 
I live in West Texas where the tem-
peratures on winter nights can go 
below twenty degrees and in sum-
mer hit above a hundred often for 
weeks. I am unable to afford this 
item without scrimping and saving, 
and if I am faced with several thou-
sand more by our going ‘over the 
fiscal cliff,’ I will be without it alto-
gether. The present a/c heater unit 
is over twenty years old. I am over 
seventy years old and suffer from a 
heart condition and arthritis. This 
severe health problem will become 
a survival issue.

Amy, Columbus, OH
Talk about a fiscal cliff – our fam-

ily is getting closer and closer to the 
edge – it will be here in February. 
That is when we run out of money 
in our savings account. My husband 
very unexpectedly lost his very well 
paying job in September and only 
received 6 weeks of severance. 

We are paying $1,600/month 
in COBRA coverage. We have a 
daughter with Type 1 diabetes who 
needs several medications a month. 
Between the COBRA and our other 
bills, our savings will be drained by 
the end of January. We will fall off 
the cliff. This is what it is like to be 
‘middle class’ in America today. My 
part-time salary makes us ineligible 
for any type of assistance but it 
doesn’t even come close to cover-
ing our bills. 

I’m sick of hearing about what 
the rich want – trust me, they will 
not be falling off a cliff with me in 
February. End the Bush tax cuts for 
those not close to the edge. Help 
the rest of us – before we fall. 

Theresa, Youngstown, OH
If my taxes go up I will have to 

cut the only thing left my food. 
I am low middle class making less 
than $22,000 per year.
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Kim, Oakland, CA
Two self-employed parents with 

a young child in an over inflated 
rental market and paying for health 
insurance and trying to keep with 
the cost of living although wages 
don’t keep pace? Can’t do any more! 

Jodi, Rosemount, MN
People communicate. Trouble 

starts when people are asked con-
stantly to repeat themselves. This is 
annoying right? Well it shouldn’t be 
so annoying that you have to abuse 
your significant other because of it. 
I am a product of bad ears. Not by 
choice. Chronic ear infections and 2 
kids later I am a single mom who left 
an abusive ex and my ex wants noth-
ing to do with his kids, and ignores 
any and all responsibility financially 
and is no longer involved physically 
in their lives. 

I am having a hard time earning 
more money because of my hearing 
impairment. I struggle raising two 
boys, a dog, and a house for mak-
ing just under 50K a year. I pay for 
my youngest to attend all day Kin-
dergarten. Money is very tight. This 
fiscal cliff issue would really be det-
rimental to our situation. The cost 
of everything is going up except for 
my salary.  I also suffer from a stress 
induced chronic illness called Crohn’s 
disease that I’m trying to keep in re-
mission, making it even harder for 
me to just up and get a better paying 
job in a managerial position/ lead po-
sition that would earn me more pay. I 
have perfect credit, am upside down 
on my mortgage, and do not have a 
roommate friendly home layout. 

I do the best I can to budget, but 
absolutely cannot afford an addition-
al 3K a year in taxes. It would really 
hurt us financially. Hearing aids are 
still beyond reach and health insur-
ance does not cover them yet. They 
are very spendy. Please realize their 
are moms out here that are not on as-
sistance and barely scraping buy and 
trying to show kids that there is hope 
if you persevere and don’t give up.

Vanessa, Phoenix, AZ
I can’t afford to buy HD TV’s. Who 

keeps determining when I should 
buy the latest gadgets anyway, i.e. 
computers, cell phones and tvs? I 
can’t afford to buy designer clothes. 
I repatch my old ones, and mostly 
shop at thrift stores. 

I’m on disability and can only do 
so much. I wish that I could save for 
my children’s college, or even be able 
to afford to buy at least their college 
supplies. Why should the Rich get 
bigger tax breaks, while the rest of 
us struggle to make ends meet?

Monica, Indianapolis, IN
My husband lost his job in the 

Connecticut construction industry in 
2008 when his employer went bank-
rupt. In 2009 we relocated to India-
napolis, Indiana to take advantage 
of the low cost of living and family 
nearby. Just prior to moving, I was 
working two part-time jobs and he 
was commuting two hours each day 
to Massachusetts to work a tempo-
rary job. 

We are just eeking by now. I work 
full time and bring in 95% of our in-
come. My husband now has his own 
construction company (he is the only 
employee). But it has been so hard to 
obtain contracts that he is now back 
in school full time at a community 
college (night school), stays home 
with our six month old during the 
day and does small construction jobs 
on occasional weekends. We also 
have a six year old. 

I work full time and am required 
to obtain another degree in order 
to keep my job. We are always run-
ning and can’t get on top of things 
financially. I can’t even imagine how 
further cuts will affect our family and 
millions of others.

Rebecca, Rosendale, NY
After 15 months of being unem-

ployed after teacher lay-offs, I finally 
was fortunate to get a six-month 

leave replacement position. What 
this means for my family is: we have a 
6 month reprieve from subsisting off 
unemployment benefits. We have 
health insurance for 6 months. Af-
ter the position is over, who knows? 
We’ve gotten used to living on the 
edge, with no savings or cushion. All 
the savings were used up long ago. 

So yes, I do think we should end the 
Bush tax cuts for the super-rich. Why 
should our government subsidize the 
billionaires, while the rest of us strug-
gle to keep a roof over our heads? 

Judy, Devils Lake, ND
My father was in one of the 

higher tax brackets in the 1950s, 
and once I asked him if he got full 
value from what he put in to the IRS. 
His comment was that the U.S. had 
given him many opportunities, that 
it was a privilege to be born here 
and to be successful enough to pay 
taxes, that for such a great country 
to offer opportunities for all, those 
who were more blessed needed the 
experience of minor deprivation. 

He was a deeply committed 
Christian who used the deductions 
available to those who generously 
gifted to nonprofits and charities.  
He was a Republican who was dis-
mayed by the creeping changes that 
began in President’s Reagan’s era. 
Dad saw the need for balanced bud-
get and the growing greed result-
ing in concessions to the rich which 
were preventing it. He recognized 
‘trickle down’ theory for what it is: 
‘trickle on.’

Dad knew that for us to have 
a strong nation all people need to 
have the chance to succeed.Where 
are patriots like Dad in the Republi-
can party now?

Gretchen, Bryn Mawr, PA
After completing four graduate 

degrees and spending five years 
looking for permanent jobs, my 

g
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husband and I (along with our two 
school-aged children) have made our 
third cross-country move in the search 
for work. 

With each move, I’ve had to ac-
cept slightly less pay and poorer 
benefits; my husband worked for a 
year without pay in the hopes that 
his employer might find the where-
withal to pay him eventually. In our 
most recent move this summer, I gave 
up entirely on the career for which I 
trained for 10 years – I am a historian 
who was seeking work as a college 
professor – and accepted a position 
in as a middle school and high school 
history teacher.

Health care benefits in my new 
field are not as good as in my previ-
ous temporary jobs. I am supposedly a 
fully insured, working American, and 
I am thankful for that insurance. But 
premiums for my family cost 25% of 
my pay, more than any other single 
item in our budget... and that’s for a 
high-deductible plan in which no care 
at all is covered by insurance until 
we’re $3,000 out of pocket annually.

My husband is a clergy member, 
whose current job does not include 
health benefits. In previous jobs, his 
health care options have been even 
more expensive than mine. Health 
care is the single limiting factor in our 
budget. 

Nearing 40 as two working profes-
sionals with two children, we do not 
anticipate ever being able to afford a 
home of our own. We avoid doctors’ 
visits or routine care for ourselves and 
limit the medical care we seek for our 
children, because we simply can’t af-
ford it – even as people who are tech-
nically ‘fully insured.’ 

Lynda, Pasadena, CA
At this time, usually at the end 

of the month, when I run out of 
funds, I have to use credit cards for 
necessities (like FOOD). If my (low-
er income) taxes increase, I would 
have to go deeper into credit card 
debt.

Anne, Santa Clarita, CA
We are a small family. We have 

2 children – one is in high school 
the older one is on his own. My 
husband became disabled about 10 
years ago. I became the sole income 
provider. In 2010 I was laid off from 
a job I held for 14 years. We were 
devastated. Although I have a de-
gree in accounting and an extensive 
work history it was very difficult to 
find a job. Our debt grew. I finally 
found a job 40 miles from my home 
for less money. 

I work for a non-profit agency 
dedicated to senior citizens. Higher 
taxes would mean bankruptcy for 
my family. My son would have to 
seek more financial assistance for 
college. It would be like falling off 
a cliff. 

As for Social Security and Medi-
care, the seniors I work with are 
barely making ends meet. Some 
cannot afford 3 meals per day. Oth-
ers cannot afford their prescriptions. 
I know one lady who cannot afford 
to pay her utilities. She has been 
without heat in 40 degree nights. 
My father just turned 70. After mul-
tiple surgeries he is no longer able 
to get a job. His only income is what 
he gets from Social Security. 

It is time to do away with the 
Bush laws. Clinton left a lot of 
money which Bush didn’t take care 
of. We are still in an economic cri-
sis. There are still people without 
jobs and under employed. PLEASE 
consider people like me who had 
no debt just 3 years ago and now I 
choose which bills to pay and what 
to use the credit card for and have 
to pay later. 

Rebecca, Portland, OR
I am a single mother of an 

8-year-old girl. I am college-educat-
ed, and work a full time job for the 
public library. 

I’ve always paid my own way 
through things; paid for commu-
nity college, then university, but 

I’ve run across hard times and have 
needed to stretch my paychecks re-
ally thin. 

I am blessed to have been able 
to purchase my own home through 
a special program aimed at first-
time, low-income homeowners, 
and it’s wonderful for my daughter 
and I to not have to move anymore, 
and to have a place to call our own. 
But money is tight, with food, med-
ical costs, gas for the car, housing 
payments, etc., and I can’t imagine 
having to pinch much tighter. 

We always survive, but it would 
be nice to just enjoy life a little 
more. Please consider the scores of 
hard-working individuals and par-
ents who contribute to make this 
country what it is. It’s our time.

Elaine, Iowa City, IA
I got divorced last winter. I start-

ed out with about $26,000 in sav-
ings. I lost my job shortly before the 
divorce. So I started 2012 by moving 
into an apartment complex known 
locally to be a home to drug deal-
ers. I suffer from depression. It’s re-
ally hard to look for a job, because I 
take each rejection personally. After 
2 1/2 months, I got a job at a local 
grocery store. I enjoy my job and 
like my coworkers. 

I make about $1,000 before taxes 
each month. My rent is $479 and my 
COBRA is $476. After taxes, rent, 
and COBRA, the paycheck is gone. 
My food and utilities are paid for 
out of savings. As of November, my 
savings is down to $9,000. I have ap-
plied for food stamps and energy 
assistance. As a single non-parent, I 
can only get $200 a month on food 
stamps. I don’t know how much the 
energy assistance will pay. My ener-
gy bill runs about $30-35 per month. 

If I don’t find a way to lower my 
bills or increase my income, I’ll run 
out of money sometime next sum-
mer. My depression has been partic-
ularly bad this fall. I hope I can find 
a way to make ends meet. I certainly 
cannot afford to pay more taxes.




