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GIVE OUR KIDS
A  W I N N I N G  H A N D
THE CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM (CHIP) 
ENSURES THAT WE ALWAYS GIVE OUR KIDS
A WINNING HAND OF LIFELONG HEALTH!

MomsRising.org  |  MamásConPoder.org
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Dear Leader, 

The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) ensures that we always give our kids a winning hand of lifelong 
health! This critically important program was created by Republicans and Democrats together in 1997 because 
it was a low-cost, sound investment in our children’s health and future – and they were right! Since enacted, the 
uninsured rate for children has dropped by nearly 68%! Thanks to CHIP, and its companion coverage Medicaid, 
95% of our nation’s children now have health insurance coverage and the cost savings, as well as life savings, are 
significant. 

This dramatic increase in kids’ coverage has a tangible, positive impact on our nation’s future health and educa-
tion. Kids who have health insurance are less likely to get sick and more likely to get preventative care (including 
immunizations and dental care) to keep them well. It also helps them get the treatment they need when they do 
get sick, injured, or have a recurring illnesses which saves money in the long run. For these reasons and more, 
CHIP has earned the support of 83% of Americans because it is a smart investment in our kids’ future.

Moms know that health coverage is incredibly important for our children’s development. The stories in this book-
let represent a small portion of the over 9 million children covered by CHIP, yet these personal experiences reflect 
the widespread value and importance of CHIP coverage.

Please read these heartfelt stories to learn more about how CHIP is critical to the lives of children and families in 
the communities you represent.

Thank you for your work on behalf of America’s families!

Sincerely,

Kristin Rowe-Finkbeiner
Co-Founder and Executive Director
MomsRising.org



MomsRising.org 3

Vickie, Valdez, AK
American kids deserve health care, vision and dental. Many 
of my family went without until CHIP came along. Early years 
health care is more reasonable than adult care. Thus creating 
healthy adults.

Pamela, Gilbert, AZ
I have a son with Autism and without coverage I could not af-
ford his therapies! It helps keep us afloat. It would surely be 
devastating to our family!

Melissa, Buckeye, AZ
As a teen I lived in a small rural town. There were no Medi-
cal facilities in town at the time. When I was seventeen, and 
four months pregnant, I suffered from a Cerebral A.V.M. rup-
ture; basically an aneurysm. It was classified as a stroke. The 
prognosis was that I was going to be a vegetable and my baby 
would not live, or have so many birth defects that it was rec-
ommended we abort the pregnancy. 

Long story short, it has been 18 years since my stroke I am a 
working mom of 4, happily married to a man who has stood 
by me for the last 20 years, and I am very active in my com-
munity. I would never have gotten past the vegetative state if 
CHIP wasn’t available as it covered my much needed physical 
therapy and the equipment I desperately needed to get me to 
a point in my recovery where I could function independently. 

When I had recovered enough to do so I returned to school 
and even continued to college. Now I am serving others in the 
disability community as an Assistive Technology Assistant.

Bunny (Ruth), Tucson, AZ
As a former teacher and school counselor (and lawyer) in a 
school district with a large number of low-income children, I 
can personally attest to the fact that a large number of kids 
with whom I worked suffered from health-related learning 
problems, especially before the time that any program to pro-
tect children’s health was introduced. 

Good preventive healthcare such as that provided by CHIP is 
crucial to so many children’s ultimate success or failure in this 
country.

Cynthia, Ross, CA
I’ve been a Licensed Clinical Social Worker for almost 40 years. 
The children and families I have worked with have benefited 
from CHIP.

Li, Berkeley, CA
CHIP supports many of my low-income students and helps 
their families out immensely! My students need this help des-
perately!

Kellie, North Highlands, CA
I was a single working mom and CHIP was the only way I got 
physicals, immunizations, even some dental work done. This 
is an excellent program!

Paulette, Denver, CO
My son was helping a baby kitten, and it got scared and bit 
him. He needed to have emergency surgery because the bite 
got infected. Without CHIP, there is no way I would have been 
able to pay for it.

Anne, Denver, CO
My child has been able to grow and thrive with the help of 
CHIP. I have become a better mother with the help and knowl-
edge these services provide. I can’t imagine what my daugh-
ter’s life would have been like if it weren’t for this coverage. 
Every child should be allowed to grow up healthy and happy. 
Thanks to CHIP her life is starting on the right foot.

MomsRising Members Speak Out

children rely on chip
for their health coverage

9 MILLION

http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/4/616.abstract

It would cost the federal government
a lot more $$$ to insure these children

in the exchange than it does to
keep them covered in CHIP.
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Bonnie, Lakewood, CO
If not for CHIP my grandchildren would not have health cover-
age. In spite of that CHIP is not just for my grandchildren its for 
all our grandchildren.

Nicole, Loveland, CO
I had health insurance, and I became pregnant. Then, I found 
out that my health insurance did not cover ‘normal pregnan-
cies’ only ‘pregnancy complications.’ I was stuck and CHIP 
came to my rescue! 

This program helped my family tremendously during our time 
of need because the health insurance coverage I had didn’t 
cover my basic needs.

Selena, Boulder, CO
My son has a life-threatening allergy. CHIP has allowed him to 
see an allergist and have an EpiPen prescription to keep him 
safe.

CNM, Fort Collins, CO
I am a nurse midwife. I provide pregnancy and newborn care 
for women and babies with CHP+ here in Colorado. These 
families count of CHP+, so they are able to access care.

Katy, Glenwood Springs, CO
I teach at a local high school and have a Masters level educa-
tion and many years of experience. Nonetheless, as a single 
mother of two, I struggle to make ends meet. In my state, the 
CHIP program has allowed me to have a luxury of not hesi-
tating to go to the doctor at my slightest concern about my 
children’s health. 

Without CHIP, I would not be able to afford any health insur-
ance for my children and would be put in the devastating po-
sition of having to choose between immediate health care or 
saving $300. As a teacher, I also see the immense benefit CHIP 
has for many of my students. 

Sonya, Stratford, CT
I was a low-income graduate student in a troubled marriage 
when my son was born. His birth, and our care for the first 
few years of his life, was through a CHIP program in Ohio. It 
was the most reliable and wonderful healthcare experience 
I’ve ever been a part of, and when we needed it the most. I 
did not want to go into a state program at first, so I shopped 
around for any other program that might give us healthcare, 
but there were none that would support us and adding him to 
my school insurance would have cost more than I made each 
month. 

With this support I was able to finish graduate school, and I 
am now a tenured university professor in Connecticut. My son 
is now 13. I tell people every chance I get that they have no 
idea by looking at someone, who was helped by CHIP. My son 
knows how important it was to our lives. I’m proud to have 
been a former CHIP recipient and to now be able to give back 
through my taxes and support of others who need this essen-
tial program.

“I tell people every chance 
I get that they have no idea 

by looking at someone, who 
was helped by CHIP. My son 
knows how important it was 

to our lives.”
Sonya, Stratford, CT



MomsRising.org 5

Tycia, Westminster, CO
My 1 year old was able to be immunized because she had CHIP. 
Otherwise, I might not have been able to afford it.

Denise, Arvada, CO
As a single mom CHIP has helped me out tremendously. I 
would not have been able to afford insurance for my sons had 
it not been for CHIP! I would be devastated if it were taken 
away!

Susan, Crestone, CO
I was so grateful that my three children were covered by CHIP 
when my marriage fell apart and I was teaching full time in 
rural Colorado, not making enough to pay the bills. This is an 
essential program.

Rebecca, Cape Coral, FL
My brother, after numerous months of pain and going in and 
out of the hospital, was diagnosed with Chrohn’s at 15. The 
next couple of years he underwent complications, surgery,  
weeks in the hospital and now lives on different types of medi-
cations to live a normal life.  

Almost four years later and he is stable as long as he has his 
medication.  Were it not for Kidcare those first few years, he 
most likely would not have gotten the care he needed and 
my mom would be in debt and unable to hold down a steady 
home for her three children by herself. 

Karen, Odessa, FL
As a Florida public school teacher, I could not have provided 
my child with health insurance without CHIP.

Natasha, Miami, FL
If it was not for Florida KidCare, my two daughters would not 
have health insurance. I am only slightly above the median 
that disqualifies me for Medicaid and I can not afford the as-
tronomical prices of regular health insurance at a family price.  
It is a piece of mind to know that if anything health related 
were to happen, they are covered. 

Mikaela, Tampa, FL
My daughter is covered by CHIP. Without this program, I 
couldn’t afford insurance for both of us.

M, St. Lucie, FL
I am a single mom and without KidCare, I would not be able 
to afford health insurance for my kids. They do not deserve 
to be abandoned by the system. Healthcare should not be a 
privilege, but a right to all human beings. 

Sili, Orlando, FL
When my daughter was 
19 months old, she had 
a sudden seizure and fell 
backwards while I was giv-
ing her a bath.  I was alone 
with her and couldn’t 
leave her to dial 911, so I 
rushed out of my house 
calling for help, clutching 
my naked child who was 
seizing in my arms. 

Fortunately, my next-door 
neighbors were home 
and I fell to my knees and 
placed my child on the floor and prayed as they called for an 
ambulance. Her lips were already turning blue. She stopped 
seizing shortly thereafter and was unconscious for the next 35 
minutes. 
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She was diagnosed with febrile seizures that day. She has had 
five other seizures since, each brought on by moderate fevers.  
Each one was just as frightening as the first. Another thing 
that was just as frightening for me? Being an unemployed sin-
gle mom, attempting to start a business, and worrying about 
how I would pay the medical bills if I had to rush my girl to the 
hospital. 

Thankfully, I was able to get her insured through the CHIP. This 
critical program provides health insurance for children of low-
to-moderate income families like mine. It is imperative that 
this program stay in place to help others as it helped me.

Mary, Johns Creek, GA
Children should not be punished simply because they are born 
into poor, underemployed, unemployed or disenfranchised 
families and communities. We must valued every child and 
make sure that he/she has access to quality healthcare. 

Yosonja, McDonough, GA
CHIP is critically important.  Everyone needs health insurance, 
but with a pitifully low income, we cannot afford it unless it is 
subsidized.  Please consider that there are hundreds of thou-
sands of families in need of this program.

Nancy, Commerce, GA
My grandson was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes at the age 
of 4 1/2. He also has been diagnosed with Celiac Disease and 
Asperger’s Syndrome. With out the PeachCare coverage I don’t 
know what we would have done. 

The care he has received has been remarkable! Our precious 
children are suffering from so many diseases and they deserve 
the best care available. It is crucial that CHIP continues to pro-
vide the help for our children and grandchildren that is so des-
perately needed. 

Lisbeth, Decorah, IA
We have had Hawk-i for three years now, not quite half of my 
daughter’s life. My Husband is self employed and I work at a 
Food Co-op. He has no health insurance coverage from his job 
and I am given a taxable stipend which does not even cover 
health insurance for the two of us, and has a very high deduct-
ible. It would cost a significant amount more money to insure 
our daughter, not to mention having to pay for 100% of all her 
health care costs up to the deductible. 

We would not be covered for dental, or eye care at all! It would 
be difficult to afford this extra yearly cost. We are grateful to 
not have to worry or think twice about taking charge of our 
daughters health. We do not hesitate to bring her to the doc-
tor, get her vaccinations, or take her to the dentist twice a year 
since we have the coverage through Hawk-i.

Shannon, Des Moines, IA
When husband lost his job, and insurance we had no idea what 
we would do. We knew that we did not qualify for title 19, but 
we were told to apply for the Hawk-i program.  To our surprise 
we qualified and were approved. At first we were concerned 
that it wouldn’t cover all the medical needs, but that was not 
the case. Hawk-i actually covered my son’s hemophilia drugs 
and all the specialists that come with it.

Hillary, West Branch, IA
If it weren’t for CHIP, my grandson would have no insurance. 
His parents both work full time, but their wages are too low to 
be able to provide insurance.

“CHIP helps me to care for my 
kids, and gives us the security 

of knowing that if they pick up a 
bug at school, we can take them 
to a doctor without giving up our 

grocery budget entirely.”

Heather, Boise, ID
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Kris, Iowa City, IA
I raised 3 girls by myself and thank god there was a Children’s 
Insurance Program as one had a birth defect, and required 
surgery.

Virginia, Middleton, ID
CHIP helps my 3 sons and I know it helps a lot of my other family 
with kids and my friends too.

Heather, Boise, ID
I worked for an employer who offered healthcare at a discount-
ed price, for the employees only - not their families. As a result, 
everyone employed there was ineligible for the tax credits to be 
able to buy insurance in our state’s insurance exchange, includ-
ing my family and I. If CHIP were not available to my children, I 
don’t know what we would have done. 

Anyone who’s raised kids knows, you have to have insurance for 
them – stuff happens, from sore throats and ear infections, right 
on up to jumping off the roof. I still don’t make enough money 
to pay for private insurance, and pay the bills. CHIP helps me 
to care for my kids, and gives us the security of knowing that 
if they pick up a bug at school, we can take them to a doctor 
without giving up our grocery budget entirely. CHIP is neces-
sary, and I’m grateful for it.

Valency, Chicago, IL
As a single parent, I depend on All Kids for both of my school age 
children, and would be at a total loss without this program, as I 
could not afford the health insurance that was offered through 
my job. Now that I have been laid off, it’s more important than 
ever.

Margaret, Chicago, IL
My daughter and our grandson benefitted from CHIP. She was 
struggling to get through school, work, and raise a child. 

Heather, Charleston, IL
We got on CHIP when I was working full-time as a buyer at a 
factory, and my immigrant husband was working on his Masters 
degree. We had a one year old, and I unexpectedly got pregnant 
with our second baby. Despite having health insurance through 
work, our income level allowed us to qualify for CHIP; which, 
complemented our other coverage so that we had no out-of-
pocket costs for our new baby’s birth or when our older son 
needed to get his tonsils out. 

Our family of 4 lived on $25,000 a year so every penny was ap-
preciated. After three years on CHIP, I got a job that paid enough 
that we no longer qualified for it. Unfortunately, five years later 
that company went out of business, and again, we needed CHIP. 
One son took Singulair medicine every day to help his lungs, 
and without insurance, it cost $120 a month. During the time it 
took to process our CHIP application, I rationed the medicine 
to him – giving him a pill every other day instead of daily. It was 
January, and he got sick without enough medicine in his sys-
tem. 

After 2 years of unemployment, both my husband and I have 
now been working for 6 years with middle-class salaries and 
company-provided health insurance. We needed this program 
during some crucial moments and will always be grateful for 
the help we were provided.

Gail, Herrin, IL
If not for CHIP, my beloved granddaughter would have not re-
ceived the excellent health care in her young (5 year old) life. 
Her family has one less worry and her health has been excellent 
thanks to this care.

Patricia, Chicago, IL
Through IL All Kids my daughter has had all of her appoint-
ments with doctors, dentists, which afforded me the money to 
have her eyes checked. When she was stricken with RSV pneu-

since its inception in 1997,
CHIP and MEDICAID
have helped to cut the # of
uninsured children by

68% while improving health outcomes
a n d  a c c e s S  t o  c a r e  f o r  k i d s  a n d
p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  a c r o s s  t h e  u.s .

https://firstfocus.org/resources/fact-sheet/key-facts-about-the-chip-program
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monia at 2 months, All Kids assured her well being by taking 
care of her medical expenses. In 13 months, she had 2 spider 
bites which ended up in cellulitis and an overnight stay each 
time. I could not afford the hospital stay but while I slept next to 
her in the hospital bed I was proud that I lived in a state that felt 
she was worthy of saving even if her mom didn’t have her act 
together. 

Sarah, East Peoria, IL
When I got pregnant, I lost my job. My husbands insurance was 
enough, until I developed complications. My son was born 6 
weeks early and then spent 11 weeks in the NICU. If it hadn’t 
been for All Kids, we would have been in huge debt. 

Dixie, Chandler, IN
My granddaughter would have no insurance without CHIP. Her 
mom has been battling kidney failure for years; so she couldn’t 
get insurance. Her mom just got on the kidney transplant list 
and she hasn’t been able to get insurance to cover our grand-
daughter. Why should she go without insurance due to no fault 
of hers?

Shavon, Fort Wayne, IN
We are long time CHIP receivers and are very grateful for the 
coverage. I have one daughter who had severe asthma as a 
young child which required many expensive daily medications 
and even occasional trips to the ER when she got sick and her 
condition worsened. S

he was saved more than once because of our health coverage 
through CHIP. I also have another daughter who fell off of a 
bunk bed and suffered a subdural Hematoma and nearly died, 
she required emergency brain surgery to relieve the pressure. 
Once again we were so very grateful to have coverage and not 
need to worry about hospital bills in a time like that. 

Thankfully both of my girls are now older and both are healthy 
and strong with no lasting effects from their conditions. I thank 
you for you providing CHIP in the past for our family and others 
like us.

Terry, Indianapolis, IN
My daughter had a baby at 21 yo with no job. By CHIP being 
available she has been able to keep my granddaughter healthy 
for the pass six years. She misses no doctor or dental appoint-
ments. 

Keeps all her shot records up to date and has realized the 
importance of making sure to take her child to the doctor 
regularly and not to go to the emergency room for health 
care. My grandchild is learning the importance of preventive 
care at the very beginning so she may continue her care as 
she gets older.

Daviann, Larned, KS
Two of my grandchildren are CHIP beneficiaries in the state of 
Kansas. I’m not sure how anyone affords to pay for health insur-
ance for their children out of their salaries or wages, but I know 
my son and daughter-in-law would not be able to pay premi-
ums for their children. The CHIP program is absolutely neces-
sary for them and millions of other kids across the country.

Michael, Lawrence, KS
My son and his younger brothers have depended on CHIP for 
their healthcare. Without CHIP, I cannot imagine how we would 
have gotten by. For many years we barely survived as is, and 
that was not for a lack of hard work. 

of hispanic & black
CHILDREN

are covered through
CHIP and MEDICAID

MORE THAN HALF

http://www.kff.org/report-section/the-impact-of-the-
childrens-health-insurance-program-chip-issue-brief/
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Ronda, Crestwood, KY
We moved from California to Kentucky, and our health-insur-
ance premiums tripled in cost. Even decreasing the benefits 
didn’t bring the cost of the premiums close to what we had in 
California. The jobs we had provided an income much less than 
what we had earned in California. We went for a few months 
without any coverage for any of us. Then we got CHIP for the 
children. Because of CHIP, the children were able to have regu-
lar dental check-ups, health check-ups, and sick-child doctor 
visits. 

We only had CHIP for 3 months, because our income increased 
and made us ineligible. Our jobs didn’t provide health or dental 
benefits. For several months, we relied on the dental school for 
the children’s dental care. Because of CHIP, we had a year be-
fore we had to get insurance in order to pay for our children’s 
annual well-child check ups. Those 3 months of CHIP were a big 
help to tiding us over.

Pamela, Murray, KY
I am a single mother in Kentucky which has had a dismal re-
cord of providing health insurance for its citizens. The K-CHIP 
program changed all that for my family. My daughter has had 
chronic migraines since the age of 6 and until we had CHIP, I 
was unable to provide medication for her (it was cut off when 
she turned 18). 

She is now earning her Ph.D. at Harvard University and con-
tinues to use migraine medication. My son has allergies and K-
CHIP has enabled me to take him to doctors and get the medi-
cations he needs to stay healthy. 

Karin, Attleboro, MA
I am writing as a family physician who has seen first-hand the 
value of the CHIP program. Even here in Massachusetts, where 
we have among the best, if not ideal, systems for health care 

coverage, I have worked with numerous families in which hav-
ing CHIP services has made a tremendous difference in their 
ability to access good health care. This is a program whose ben-
efits far outweigh the costs. 

Sofonisba, Westfield, MA
I attended graduate school when my kids were toddlers. I am 
now a breadwinner for my family. Without the safety net of CHIP 
while I invested in a new career, I would not have been able to 
better our lives. Children need to be protected. Parents need to 
be free from worry. 

Tania, Princess Anne, MD
My husband lost his job over 2 years ago leaving the family with-
out medical insurance. Thanks to MCHIP and the Maryland REM 
program (rare expensive medical management) my son gets 
the medical care he needs. My husband was recently diagnosed 
with early onset dementia and will never be able to work again, 
and my son still has insurance.

Tara, Olney, MD
When I was about 9 or 10 years old, my father lost his business 
and filed for bankruptcy. We moved out of our large house into 
a small apartment. 

“As a family law attorney 
dealing with abandoned and 

neglected kids in Maryland, I see 
how important the CHIP and WIC 
programs are for the moms and 

children themselves.”

Adrienne, Maryland
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My parents struggled to find new employment, and ultimately, 
our family qualified for the CHIP program. My two sisters and I 
owe it to the CHIP program for helping us see pediatricians dur-
ing our youth for healthcare supervision.

Amber, Pasadena, MD
My family benefits greatly from CHIP! We can’t afford health-
care for our child, and we found out he is autistic, so we need 
this insurance to help our son. He needs special therapies that 
CHIP will cover since we can not afford them otherwise. 

Jessica, Annapolis, MD
CHIP provided valuable assistance to my husband and I as 
we try to recover from our own personal economic downturn. 
Without CHiP, our kids would not have had health insurance.

Adrienne, MD
As a family law attorney dealing with abandoned and neglected 
kids in Maryland, I see how important the CHIP and WIC pro-
grams are for the moms and children themselves. CHIP im-
proves their lives so much and is much appreciated.

Lorena,  
Randallstown, MD

The children’s health in-
surance has benefited us 
in a tremendous way. My 
husband and I have 3 kids 
and the insurance at my 
job was extremely high so 
my kids were able to have 
health insurance to make 
sure that the kids are 
healthy and able to have 
a healthy lifestyle. Without 
it, it would be merely impossible for us to afford health insur-
ance for our family.

Emily, Rochester Hills, MI
My dad was laid off from two separate jobs within three years, 
and at the time my mom was only working a part-time job. The 
Children’s Health Insurance Program was a life saver for my sib-
lings and me. 

During that time, CHIP allowed us to receive medical services 
for scoliosis, asthma, anxiety, seizure disorder, pneumonia, 
rota-virus, and typical kid stuff like broken bones and colds. 
I can’t imagine the stress that my parents dealt with during 
that time and how we would have survived so well without 
the program.

Jan, Davison, MI
From the time my daughter Suzi was young we knew she was 
going to need extra help. She was diagnosed in second grade 
with ADHD and we proceeded to try a medical solution to her 
attention problems.  We struggled to make sure she received 
special educational support at school, and at home she needed 
behavior modification to successfully take care of her needs. 

As she got older, she was diagnosed as being bipolar and re-
quired a different approach to control her mood swings and ir-
ritability. Without having access to quality health care we would 
have been lost, and thanks to MIChild coverage, with a premi-
um of only $10 a month, we were able to afford the help she so 
desperately needed. 

She is now a high school graduate with the goal of attending 
community college to become a cosmetology student, and we 
are so grateful that we have been able to get the help neces-
sary to get her to this state.

Barbara, Pontiac, MI
As a pastor, I have had several members of my congregation 
who have had special health care needs that needed the cov-
erage they received from CHIP to cover expenses that their 
regular health insurance did not cover. Their families were 
profoundly grateful for the additional coverage that may have 
spared them bankruptcy.

Joyce, Rochester, MN
My daughter insured her infant daughter through CHIP while 
she was in medical school. That was one piece of help she 
needed to become a much needed primary care doctor in this 
country.

Mercy, St. Paul, MN
As a single mom, CHIP is so helpful! CHIP is crucial, as it helps 
to cover children who fall into a gap—their families make too 
much to qualify for Medicaid, but they also cannot afford pri-
vate health insurance.
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Mary, Chesterfield, MO
My experience is from the perspective of a health care employ-
er that hires lots of people who work in low-wage jobs. When 
CHIP came along, the employees took less time off from work 
to care for sick children. 

They got more rest and had fewer worries about children who 
received preventive and immediate acute care. CHIP was a 
Godsend to the staff, their children and the hospital and nursing 
home employers and patients who relied on these caregivers. 

Scott, Columbia, MO
My nephew had cancer when he was three years old and had to 
have a portion of both kidneys removed. A few years later he de-
veloped diabetes. After that, his parents would never have been 
able to find affordable health insurance for him, but thanks to 
CHIP, he was able to get the health care that he needed as he 
grew up. Today he is doing very well, and last month he started 
his first year of college as a healthy young man! 

Shannon, Jefferson City, MO
I am a single mom with a decent job. My employer covers my 
health insurance but to cover my son would be more than I 
could afford. I qualify for CHIP thank goodness because my 
3 year old son has severe food allergies. If he didn’t have in-
surance through CHIP I would not be able to take him to the 
doctor or emergency room when necessary or purchase the 
Epi-Pen.

Thomesa, Kansas City, MO
It is very important they we keep the CHIP program going. I 
have two children they are both on the program. It helps be-
cause the insurance at my job is to high and I wouldn’t be able 
to take my kids to doctor, hospital, or dentist when they are sick 
or have tooth ache. I can’t afford insurance and feeding my kids 
probably if I had to go through my job.

Genette, Yazoo City, MS
My daughter is receiving CHIP, and it helps because I can’t af-
ford insurance for her.

Paul, Bigfork, MT
I was a high school counselor for 25 years and saw how the CHIP 
Program helped students who vitally needed it.

Janera, Raleigh, NC
CHIP has helped to make sure that my daughter has access to 
affordable care. Without it, I wouldn’t be able to afford things 
like routine doctors visits.

Melessa, Charlotte, NC
After 5 years with the same company I thought my life was sta-
ble until an economic slide took my job overseas and left me 
without any benefits.  My son was 5 at the time and I was preg-
nant with another. 

My son woke me up one night unable to breathe... the scariest 
minutes of my life proved that my son would need on going 
medication. Luckily the hospital had to see us but the follow up 
and prescriptions would surly make it hard to  continue day to 
day life, paying bills and still able to support my children. The 
hospital referred me to Medicaid who accepted my son into the 
NC Health Choice where I pay a once a year reduced fee and low 
copays. This eased the burden and allowed my son to continue 
to have a healthy life. 

Even though I am working again the coverage for my fam-
ily would take 1/4 of my paycheck each paycheck. That is not 
something I can afford with living expenses and gas. Without 
the NC Health Choice program I know we would not be able to 
survive.

Afisa, Raleigh, NC
The kids are able to get well-child check ups, and I have two 
asthmatics in my home who need equipment and regular inhal-
ers, as well as prescriptions. I am married to a veteran and only 
he is qualified to receive his insurance. It’s very expensive for a 
family of six with only one low-income job that offers no insur-
ance to it’s employees. So yes, we benefit from this program. 

Lisa, Greensboro, NC
As a self-employed mom, I had to purchase my own health in-
surance. I am happy to have the opportunity to get insurance, 
but I could not afford to include my children on the plan. Thanks 
to NC Health Choice, my children can see a doctor and dentist 
regularly as well as get the eye glasses they need to succeed in 
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school. Also, although I am not one to rush to the doctor for ev-
ery sniffle, it is comforting to know that my children are covered 
if an accident occurred. 

Delores, Ellenboro, NC
I know personally that if this was not provided for my children I 
really would not know what to do. I could not afford insurance 
for my children without struggling and worrying how I would 
make it to the next paycheck. If the government gets rid of this 
there will be millions of children who will not the help they 
need, so do the right thing and let it alone!

Rhonda, Durham, NC
My children have benefited from CHIP since 2006. Without the 
help of CHIP my four children would have been uninsured and 
without access to regular healthcare.  We are a single income 
family and insurance premiums offered by my husband’s em-
ployers have been unaffordable. CHIP has helped us provide 
our children with regular well-check physicals, sick visits, and 
medications while staying within our budget with low co-pays.

Jeanne, Lincoln, NE
I worked my entire career in schools with high numbers of chil-
dren living in poverty. Without CHIP these children would not 
have received health care, other than perhaps the emergency 
room at a higher cost to all of us. Preventative health care 
makes sense for all of us.

David, Glen, NH
As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, I have witnessed first hand 
the essential benefits of the CHIP program for hard-working, 
lower-income families that otherwise would have been unable 
to afford health insurance for their kids. 

Demetria, Perth Amboy, NJ
As a single parent I have medical insurance through my job. It 
helps me a lot that the state covers my children because if I had 
to pay for all of us out of my paycheck, I would then have to 
rely on Welfare to give me benefits because I could not afford to 
survive on my own in today’s time.

Rachel, Asbury, NJ
Our family has been without insurance for ten years. We see the 
decline in our health due to this factor. Fortunately, our son has 
NJ Familycare. It’s truly a blessing and all children deserve the 
right to be covered and have exams, dental, vision, etc It’s an 
outrage that in this day, people – especially children – are left to 
suffer and face health risks, many that can be avoided if cover-
age was given.

Lisa, Albuquerque, NM
CHIP has been a great help for our family. As my husband has 
finished grad school and his post-doc, we have appreciated the 
help this program offers to keep our children healthy. We look 
forward to the day when our tax dollars will go towards help-
ing other families keep their children healthy as they finish their 
education. We do not plan on depending on government assis-
tance forever, but it has helped keep our heads above water as 
we live on a very limited income in the meantime. I expect tax 
dollars to go towards the health and safety of our population 
first and foremost, because without caring for the people, what 
is there to protect?

Theresa, Coram, NY
My grandchildren live in a depressed area of NYS; their mother 
does not work outside the home, and their father, our son, has 
a job that is barely minimum wage. There is just enough mon-
ey for the basics, so CHIP is the instrument which keeps our 3 
grandchildren healthy, as well as their mother, who has a heart 
condition, which is exacerbated when she becomes pregnant.

Phyllis, New York, NY
I am a Pediatrician. I have worked for decades in inner city 
health facilities. CHIP is a pillar of pediatric care. Without it, 
countless children would suffer.

Madeline, Brooklyn, NY
As a single mother who is self employed, I have always had to 
purchase health insurance for both my daughter and me. Over 
the years I’ve had to choose among a variety of insurance op-
tions (pre- and post ACA), but without fail, it has always been 
less expensive for me to insure my daughter separately from 
me through NY State’s CHIP program. I would have paid sev-

“I am a Pediatrician. I have 
worked for decades in inner 

city health facilities. CHIP 
is a pillar of pediatric care. 

Without it, countless children 
would suffer.”

Phyllis, New York, NY
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eral hundred dollars more per month had I purchased a “family 
plan” and put her on my insurance. CHIP has helped us enor-
mously.

Brian, New York, NY
I’m a social worker in a public hospital, and I’ve seen first hand 
how CHIP has saved the lives of scores of children, especially 
those with complex medical diagnoses and special health care 
needs. To end CHIP would devastate these children and their 
families.

Miriam, Kingston, NY
Our daughter has CHIP, and it has made a world of difference for 
our family. When our daughter fractured her wrist we could take 
her for emergency treatment. When she had a mystery infec-
tion - same thing. We schedule yearly check up appointments 
with an easy mind. We have been able to take her to doctors, 
the dentist and emergency care. 

The piece of mind that comes from knowing we can take our 
child for medical care when needed is priceless and has affected 
the health, ability to work, and tenor of life for our whole fam-
ily. My husband and I are sole proprietors of small businesses. 
As hard-working middle-class parents who must watch every 
penny, we have found CHIP to be a life line.

Barbara, Dayton, OH
My new daughter-in-law has a five year old who benefits from 
CHIP, as she was able to get his vaccinations because of it so 
that he could start kindergarten safely - for him and for the oth-
er children. Though she works many long hours, she cannot af-
ford health care. She still has crushing student loans, and even 
with a degree, makes just above minimum wage.

Kathy, Highland Heights, OH
My great-nephew and his cousins are on Ohio SCHIP and thriv-
ing. Their parents do not make enough to be able to afford in-
surance, even though they work.

Therese, Seven Hills, OH
Before my husband became settled in his current career, he 
was working a number of odd jobs, trying to make a living. 
I was working part time and taking care of two young chil-
dren, as well. The amount of money we made qualified our 
children for the Healthy Start program. 

At this time, I had a baby who was born with a congenital 
condition requiring an overnight hospital stay, multiple 
tests, and extensive follow-up appointments. My daughter is 
now 12 years old and still takes daily medicine for her con-
dition, but is otherwise perfectly healthy. I am so grateful 

that the Healthy Start program was available for us when we 
needed it. Because of the program, we were able to focus on 
my daughter and her medical needs when it was most im-
portant to us, and my husband was able to get settled in his 
current career. 

Because of his change in jobs, we made too much to be eli-
gible for Healthy Start for much more than about three years, 
but those three years had a huge impact on our lives. If we 
hadn’t had assistance at that time, I believe we would still be 
struggling with debt today, instead of being able to contrib-
ute to society.

Miechell, Bartlesville, OK
In the early 2000’s, I was a waitress and was barely able to pay 
my bills, much less pay for doctor bills and medication for my 
sons and myself. I made to much for assistance, but my sons 
qualified for CHIP. Not knowing when my sons got sick if I would 
be able to take them to the doctor and get their medicines was 
a very heavy burden. But CHIP helped to remove that burden. 
I was able to get medical help for my sons and that meant the 
world to me.

Rhea, Portland, OR
Both of my children are currently insured through CHIP. I don’t 
want to imagine what life would be like if we didn’t have access 
to health coverage. I’m a working mother who simply can’t af-
ford healthcare otherwise. This is vital for the health and secu-
rity of our nation. 

Debbie, Roseburg, OR
I used CHIP with my unborn children and without it my children 
would not have been born alive. It’s because of CHIP that I have 
four wonderful, healthy boys. 

“I used CHIP with my unborn 
children and without it my 

children would not have been 
born alive. It’s because of CHIP 

that I have four wonderful, 
healthy boys.”

Debbie, Roseburg, OR
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Tracy, Narberth, PA
When my last employer no longer provided health care, fortu-
nately I learned that my daughters were eligible to be covered 
by CHIP. My youngest daughter has ADHD, learning challenges, 
and psychological issues. My eldest is an athlete and has suf-
fered broken bones and a concussion. They have received ex-
cellent health care thanks to CHIP!

Heather, Bala Cynwyd, PA
My husband has been laid off from work three times in the last 
two years. I am self-employed, and we could not afford ad-
equate health care for our two daughters without CHIP. There 
are so many stresses with unemployment - we are grateful that 
our kids’ healthcare isn’t one of them. Thank you for CHIP!

Gilda, Philadelphia, PA
I am a pediatric nurse practitioner and have been working for 
about 30 years in that role. I remember before and after CHIP. As 
a result of this program, many more children receive necessary 
health care and vaccines

Karen, Philadelphia, PA
I am a single parent. I was an adjunct college professor working 
on a semester by semester contract. I qualified for free CHIP for 
my daughter. She has had normal and regular healthcare with a 
good provider. 

M, Philadelphia, PA
My child received low-cost CHIP the first few years of their life 
and it was a blessing. Their father and I went through periods of 
not having insurance ourselves, but their coverage was thank-
fully never interrupted. They had developmental delays and 
are now covered by medical assistance due to disability. Having 
CHIP allowed them to get diagnosed and treated.

Sarah, Philadelphia, PA
Both my sister and I were on CHIP our entire childhood. CHIP 
paid for both of our braces, our glasses, and all of my mental 
health needs as a teen. I was hospitalized three times between 
the ages of 13 and 16 after I was diagnosed with bipolar disor-
der. I received extensive treatment and therapy all thanks to 
CHIP. Without CHIP, I would most likely not have survived my 
suicide attempts as a teen.

Francoise, Philadelphia, PA
I was a recipient of CHIP throughout my childhood, and through 
its provisions, I am now a healthy, successful adult. I pay for my 
own health insurance and insurance for my child. As a benefi-

ciary of CHIP, my mother was able to take care of our other 
needs in order to get us to where we are now.

Ingrid, Downingtown, PA
About 30 years ago, my daughter became very ill with a “fever 
of unknown origin”. She remained in CHOP of Philadelphia in 
and out of their ICU for 3 months. She was unconscious for so 
much of that time. 

It was terrifying with the thought of losing her. She was only 
three and didn’t understand, when she was conscious. I was 
a single parent without a college education and was barely 
gainfully employed. Thank you CHIP for paying to save my 
daughter’s life!

Connie, Pittsburgh, PA
While I am fortunate to have low-cost insurance for myself at 
work it would cost $1000/month for me to add my children 
on to my plan. I simply cannot afford that. CHIP allows me to 
afford quality healthcare for my children. Parents should not 
have to make the choice between food and housing or health 
insurance.

Kelly, Brookline, PA
I had my son while I was still in college. For the first few years 
of his life, he was on CHIP while I was finishing my undergrad-
uate degree and starting my career. Being able to focus on get-
ting our life started, while not having to worry about what I 
would do if/when my baby got sick, was truly invaluable. 

I was able to work toward a well-paying job and have had in-
surance through my employer for both of us for a number of 
years now. I am so grateful that this option existed for us and 
am so proud to pay the taxes that allow other young families 
to start their lives while protecting their health.

Tracy, Hershey, PA
A few years ago my husband was suddenly laid off. He carried 
benefits for our family as benefits were too pricey through my 
job. While my husband got a new job pretty quickly, his new 
benefits didn’t kick in right away. With two young children at 
the time, we needed healthcare. CHIP helped us get through 
that period by providing low-cost health care for my children. 
I’m grateful that this benefit helped us when we needed it.

John, Johnstown, PA
My son has his own remodeling business and my grandchil-
dren benefit from CHIP, it’s not a large operation but it sup-
ports him and his wife and feeds the kids, and CHIP is a bless-
ing, we need universal health care in the US everyone has a 
right as a human being to health care. 
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Doris, Lyman, SC
I worked in a school for special needs children and the CHIP 
program was vital to so many of our students.

Caitilin, Dell Rapids, SD
My children receive(d) all their medical care through CHIP. It 
was an unmitigated blessing. Although we are not big doctor 
visitors, we were always seen quickly and easily and given ex-
cellent care when we did visit. 

The reduction in family stress by our not needing to worry 
about medical costs for our kids was incalculable; I wish every 
child received the level of care my children did and that it would 
be extended to all adults as well--health care is a human right! 

Amber, Chattanooga, TN
I am a single mother with two young children, and their father 
has never once covered their insurance or even taken them to 
the doctor. Without the CHIP program, I could not afford to cov-
er their medical insurance premiums and support our house-
hold alone. 

If we lost CHIP insurance, I would not be able to pay other 
household bills as well as insurance premiums. These are chil-
dren, to take away this program would be to hurt those that are 
most vulnerable. 

Dr. Melinda, Cookeville, TN
I am a provider of SLP services, specializing in birth-to-three, 
infant & toddler, and school-aged children’s services. I see the 
value of CHIP.

Grace, Prosper, TX
My grandchildren have greatly benefited from CHIP for 
their health needs. One of them is a special needs child, 
and he would otherwise not have been able to afford 
health care. 

Janet, Arlington, TX
My kids are 30 and 28, and they used CHIP when they were 
younger. I don’t know what I would have done without it!

Tracy, Houston, TX
CHIP has been a very valuable resource to our family these last 
few years. Without it, our daughter would not have been able to 
have a necessary surgery last year. Our children would also be 
dealing with dental issues that could have worsened had they 
not had access to a quality dentist through CHIP. 

Deanne, Austin, TX
We have been using CHIP over many years as it’s the only way 
my children can access health insurance. I do not take them to 
the doctor often, except for yearly physicals and sometimes for 
a check up but could not do this without CHIP. I am grateful for 
this and do not know how we would pay for another insurance 
if CHIP weren’t in place.

Teresa, Austin, TX
I am a retired principal and had many children come through 
my school that benefited from the CHIP program. Please re-
member that we are talking about not only the health of chil-
dren today, but also their health tomorrow. I would also say 
that healthy children are able to learn much easier than those 
that are not. 

Lois, Houston, TX
Both my great grandchildren, ages 3 years and 4 months old, 
depend on CHIP. Their parents are hard working, and they are 
still barely making ends meet, even though the Dad is working 
two full-time jobs. 
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Paula, Houston, TX
My grandchildren, who get NO child support from their father 
have been blessed by CHIP. They have only needed it for well 
checkups and are thankfully healthy. We have been grateful 
to know it’s there in place should they get sick or have some 
unpredictable accident. 

Malana, Ingleside, TX
Our family of four receives CHIP for our children heath care 
insurance. We make too much for Medicaid but not enough to 
be able to afford private heath insurance. CHIP has helped us 
out for 6 plus years. 

My son was having severe headaches at the age of 2 and with-
out CHIP we would not be able to get him tested and make 
sure there was nothing majorly wrong with him. He since has 
out grown them and is doing fine.

Yolanda, San Marcos, TX
My husband carried the grandkids on his insurance but when 
he died, my insurance would not carry them, my daughter was 
forced to use CHIP. It was such a relief to know that there was 
something out there to help my grandchildren out. Children 
get sick and get hurt and it is a must to be able to get help 
some where when you do not have any options.

Tracie, Aledo, TX
Its been many many years, since my children now grown 
adults were on CHIP, but when I was a single mom with two 
kids, being able to take my children to the doctor at no cost 
was a life saver. Now my granddaughter needs coverage while 
her mother puts her self through school.

Robin, Buda, TX
If it were not for CHIP I am not sure how the kids in my district 
would get the treatment they need when they are sick. CHIP 
provides access to doctors for these children. – High School 
Nurse

Alliyah, Arlington, TX
I have worked all my life and have never been able to afford 
adequate health care for my family. CHIP has afforded my 
child the necessary routine medical and dental check ups 
that he needs to help detect and prevent illnesses. If we take 
care of our children now, maybe we won’t have to take care of 
them when they’re grown.

Kimberlee, Edgewood, TX
In April of 2013, my oldest son whom was 10 years old at the 
time, began to run fever. He said his tooth hurt. Within a few 
hours, his face had swollen to the point that he was no longer 
recognizable. He looked like a monkey. I took him to the local 
clinic and after x-rays and blood tests, he was diagnosed with 
facial cellulitus, given an antibiotic and sent home. This was 
around 9 a.m. By 6 p.m., after taking the antibiotics and rest-
ing, he had become extremely lethargic. I rushed him to the 
ER. He was transported to Medical City Children’s in Dallas by 
ambulance. 

We spent 5 days in the hospital due to this infection. They 
pumped him with antibiotics, had a dentist come see him, a 
surgeon, a cardiologist, so many doctors. They determined 
that the problem was a hole in his tooth because it was un-
derdeveloped and had let the infection through to his blood 
stream. He was on the verge of Sepsis when we arrived at the 
hospital. As a single mother, I of course was terrified of what 
to do. 

He had passed the age of being eligible for Medicaid and I 
couldn’t afford the medical bills, the oral surgeon that had to 
remove his two teeth when he came out of the hospital, none 
of it. But I remembered that I had CHIP! I am extremely grate-
ful for this program! It not only helped to save my child’s life, 
but also kept me from going into debt with a hospital. He was 
treated with the utmost respect, as was I. It didn’t matter that 
he wasn’t on private insurance. He was covered! 

Gina, Salt Lake City, UT
I became pregnant, while I was low income and attending 
college. It was a blessing because I didn’t think I could get 
pregnant, but also frightening, because it was considered 
a high-risk pregnancy due to my age - and I was uninsured. 
CHIP allowed me to obtain the prenatal and postnatal care I 
needed to have a safe and healthy baby. I was able to take care 
of myself and my baby because financial stress due to medi-
cal bills was not a part of the equation. I was able to become 
a mom and continue my education. I now have a M.S. degree 
and a good job that provides insurance.

Aimee, Salt Lake City, UT
I am a single mother of two young boys. I work at a medial job 
and barely scrape by. I live paycheck to paycheck and struggle 
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daily to make ends meet. If I did not have CHIP for my son I 
would be in constant fear if anything were to happen with his 
health. Life is fleeting and I need some sense of security. CHIP 
provides this for me.

Daisy, Bountiful, UT
We are on the highest level of CHIP, so we pay to have it. But 
we pay far less than we would to have our two children on our 
personal plan. We pay for our own insurance because my hus-
band works for a small business. It was very important to me 
that we were able to keep our children with the same doctor, 
and we were able to do that when we signed up. 

The savings have given us the ability to get things in better or-
der financially, and give us peace of mind that our children are 
covered for check-ups and in case something happens where 
we might need coverage. Please keep this program going not 
only for my family, but all those families that NEED the help it 
provides. 

Kathleen, Salt Lake City, UT
CHIP has made a tremendous difference for my family’s health 
and financial security. When my two sons were very young 
they were covered by CHIP. My husband worked as a carpen-
ter, running his own business, and the only available insur-
ance was unaffordable individual coverage. CHIP provided 
excellent insurance for my children, as we were able to get 
preventive care and treatment when they were sick. 

My older son, now 8 years old, became extremely ill with RSV 
when he was only 9 months old. He nearly died and had to be 
hospitalized for several days. If it were not for CHIP we would 
have been financially crushed by the cost of his hospital stay 
and unable to pay the bills. My younger son, now 5 years old, 
was covered by CHIP at age 1.5 when he had to be hospitalized 
due to extreme high fevers. 

Again CHIP made it possible for my child to receive the care he 
needed without my family sinking deeper into debt. The cost 
of health care is extraordinarily high and without the assis-
tance of programs like CHIP families who are struggling would 
suffer from a lack of medical care and from extreme financial 
hardship. 

I hope CHIP continues to be available to help families through-
out Utah and elsewhere. Our family is lucky because my hus-
band and I now both have good jobs with employer-provided 
health benefits. One key to having made this transition was 
the assistance provided from programs like CHIP, allowing us 

to stretch each dollar and get through tough financial times.

Erin, Langley, WA
My daughter is alive thanks to a version of CHIP in my state. I 
was a single parent unable to work full-time while being her 
primary care provider, as she was treated for cancer from ages 
four to six. She is now a thriving teen, but I will never forget 
how  CHIP stepped in to cover costs when we were so vulner-
able through no choice of our own.

Jennifer, Olympia, WA
I gave birth to twins when I had a 2 year old at home. I had to 
use up my 12 days of vacation before they were born, and then 
was out of work for another 8 weeks. 

I received children’s health insurance to supplement my own 
insurance through work (I was able to maintain that) which 
was a life saver - in those 8 weeks after birth, the boys were 
transported by emergency vehicle to the NICU, where they 
stayed for 9 days, and had two subsequent emergency room 
visits and hospitalizations for RSV. 

Even after I went back to work, I was able to access the insur-
ance program to help cover my portion of a surgery for each 
twin which would have been approximately $8000, way out 
of my budget to pay. Accessing state health insurance for the 
boys has been an absolute lifesaver!

Mary, La Crosse, WI
I am a Franciscan Sister, so I have no children of my own, but 
I have worked with children and their families for many years, 
and I know that this program has been helpful to many fami-
lies. It would be a disaster if it were discontinued or reduced. 
Our children, if given the chance for a healthy and productive 
life, have the ability to make great contributions to this coun-
try and the world.

Kimberly, Craigsville, WV
CHIP has been great insurance for my 2 boys especially when 
one has special needs and requires a lot of different doctors.

Dee, Jackson, WY
I am a licensed preschool owner in Wyoming and have seen 
first hand how important the CHIP program is for many chil-
dren.
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