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June 20, 2013 
 
The Honorable Pat McCrory   The Honorable Thom Tillis 
Governor     Speaker of the House 
20301 Mail Service Center   16 W. Jones Street, Room 2304 
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301    Raleigh, NC 27601-1096 
FAX: (919) 733-2120    FAX: (919) 754-3281 
 
The Honorable Phil Berger    The Honorable Larry Hall 
President Pro Tempore    Democratic Leader 
16 W. Jones Street, Room 2008   300 N. Salisbury Street, Room 506 
Raleigh, NC 27601-2808    Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 
FAX: (919) 754-3246    FAX: (919) 754-3126 
 
RE: North Carolina Mayors Oppose Portions of HB 937 and Elimination of Handgun Purchase Permits 
 
Dear Governor McCrory, Speaker Tillis, President Pro Tempore Berger, and Democratic Leader Hall: 
 
We write to express our strong opposition to portions of HB 937 that would eliminate the state’s 
handgun purchase permits and effectively end background checks for private handgun sales in North 
Carolina. This revised bill would make it easier for convicted felons, domestic abusers, and the 
dangerously mentally ill to purchase deadly weapons, and make it more difficult for our police officers to 
protect themselves and our communities. 
 
As members of the coalition Mayors Against Illegal Guns, we represent more than 1 million North 
Carolina residents. We are deeply concerned about gun violence in our communities. According to the 
most recently available data, there are 429 gun murders in North Carolina every year – more than one 
per day. In the last five years, ten North Carolina law enforcement officials have been shot and killed. 
Given this terrible loss of life, we are dismayed that our state legislature is considering efforts to 
undermine our critical public safety laws. 
 
Under current state law, a resident must pass a background check to obtain a permit to purchase a 
handgun from local law enforcement. The system places a minimal burden on law-abiding gun owners 
while helping to block gun sales to convicted felons, domestic abusers and others prohibited by law 
from possessing guns.  And according to recent polling 90% of North Carolina residents support 
requiring background checks on all gun sales. 
 
North Carolina handgun permits are most critical in the context of private party gun sales, which often 
take place at gun shows and over the internet.  Private sellers are not required by federal law to run 
background checks at the point of purchase.  
 
If the legislature passes HB 937 as currently written, it will eliminate background checks for private party 
handgun sales. That amounts to tens of thousands of private handgun sales each year in which felons 
and other dangerous people can easily and anonymously purchase handguns from private sellers 
despite prohibiting criminal and mental health records.   
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The actions of other states have demonstrated the terrible consequences that can result if HB 937 was 
signed into law. In 2007, Missouri dismantled its permit system and eliminated the background check 
requirement for private handgun sales. A variety of data indicate that gun trafficking and gun murders 
increased in the state as a result of repealing the handgun purchase permits. Repealing Missouri’s 
purchase permit requirement made it easier for criminals to buy guns in the state. Since the repeal: 

 The share of crime guns recovered in Missouri that were originally purchased in-state has grown 
by 23 percent. 

 A key indicator of illegal gun trafficking in Missouri increased by 110% following repeal. 

 The gun homicide rate in Missouri increased by 25% while non-gun homicides declined. 
 
Other states have learned from the consequences of Missouri’s repeal. In 2012, the gun lobby initiated a 
similar scheme to eliminate Michigan's handgun permit to purchase system but the state legislature and 
the governor firmly rejected it with bi-partisan opposition to the repeal. 
 
We also know that background checks save lives. In states that require a background check for private 
handgun sales there are 38 percent fewer women are shot to death by their intimate partners, 49 
percent fewer firearm suicides, and 39 percent fewer law enforcement are shot to death with handguns. 
 
As mayors, we have great respect for the Second Amendment and the rights of law-abiding gun owners.  
And responsible gun owners understand the need for background checks to keep guns out the hands of 
criminals.  According to a 2012 survey by the Republican pollster Frank Luntz, 74% of members of the 
National Rifle Association agree that all gun sales should be subject to a background check. 
 
For these reasons, we join the North Carolina Association of Chiefs of Police and the North Carolina 
Sheriffs’ Association in strongly opposing portions of HB 937 that repeals handgun permits in the state. 
This is a bill that would put guns in the wrong hands and leave our communities more vulnerable than 
ever to gun violence.  
 
We also oppose provisions of HB 937 that would allow guns to be carried in establishments serving 
alcohol and on college campuses and other educational property. We support provisions of the bill that 
would increase penalties for gun criminals and improve reporting of disqualifying records to the national 
background check system.  
 
On behalf of the more than one million residents we represent in North Carolina, we urge you to stop 
the current version of HB 937 from becoming law. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mayor Walter Goodenough, Carolina Shores 
Mayor Mark Chilton, Carrboro 
Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt, Chapel Hill 
Mayor Darryl Moss, Creedmoor 
Mayor Bill Bell, Durham 
Mayor Arthur Schools Jr., Emerald Isle 
Mayor Robert Perkins, Greensboro 

Mayor Barbara Mallett, East Spencer 
Mayor Tom Stevens, Hillsborough 
Mayor Jackie Holcombe, Morrisville 
Mayor Jaqueline Sergent, Oxford 
Mayor Nancy McFarlane, Raleigh 
Mayor Victor Varela, Ronda 
Mayor J. Allen Joines, Winston-Salem

 
 
CC: Senator Martin L. Nesbitt, Jr., Democratic Leader 


