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RE: Georgia Mayors Oppose HB 875
Dear Governor Deal, Lt. Governor Cagle, and Legislative Leaders:

As Georgia members of the national, bipartisan Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition, we oppose HB 875,
omnibus legislation that would endanger public safety by expanding Georgia’s Stand Your Ground law to protect
criminals, virtually eliminating the crime of illegally carrying guns on college campuses, and forcing cities and
towns to allow guns into government buildings. We strongly urge you to reject HB 875 and write now to detail our
concerns.

Most glaringly, the bill would dangerously expand the scope of the state’s existing Stand Your Ground law.
Research shows that Stand Your Ground laws are associated with as many as 700 additional homicides nationwide
each year. And after Georgia passed its Stand Your Ground law, the number of justifiable homicides in our state
increased by 83%. HB 875 would expand the law even further to protect felons who kill using illegally possessed
guns.

Also alarming, this legislation essentially eliminates the crime of carrying guns on college and university campuses.
Even though the Georgia Board of Regents and 78% of Georgia registered voters oppose allowing concealed carry
on college campuses, this bill would effectively force colleges and universities to allow guns on campus by taking
the teeth out of the crime. This legislation would prohibit jail time and even arrest for violators of this law, allowing
a maximum penalty of a $100 fine. Under HB 875, people who illegally carry guns on the campuses of Georgia’s
colleges and universities would be penalized less severely than if they were caught driving 15 mph over the speed
limit.

HB 875 would also overrule local judgment by forcing cities and towns to allow guns in our government buildings.
Local officials are best suited to determine public safety needs. By conditioning our authority to keep guns out of
municipal and county buildings on the costly provision of security personnel, this bill would prohibit us from
making the decisions we deem necessary to keep our employees and citizens safe. Georgia already preempts local



action on firearms broadly; we implore the General Assembly not to prevent us from keeping our own government
buildings safe.

This bill is a matter of urgent public concern and would be taking our state in the wrong direction. We urge you to
reject this dangerous bill.
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