
Why Two States? Why Now?	  ì 
 

1	  

J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans. 
www.jstreet.org 

 

Why Two States, Why Now? 
Israeli and American Perspectives 

 
 

 We have an interest in drawing a border line which includes a solid Jewish majority for 
generations, and beside it an economically and politically viable Palestinian state. The 
agreement on this line will come hand in hand with protecting Israel's security interests. 

—Former Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak 

The enduring hostilities between Israel and some of its neighbors present  
distinct challenges to our ability to advance [U.S.] interests in the [region]. 
—Former Commander of US Central Command, General David Petraeus 

As these statements highlight, achieving a two-state solution is both crucial and 
urgent. At J Street's First National Conference in 2009, Israeli and American leaders 
spoke out about why achieving a two-state solution is in both America’s and Israel’s 
interests—ranging from Israel's security, economy, and Jewish democratic character 
to US interests and regional cooperation. Watch video footage from the conference 

and discuss the pressing need for a negotiated agreement, with Israel and the future 
Palestinian state living side by side in peace and security. 

Israeli Perspectives 
• Bernard Avishai, Business Consultant, Author 
• Ami Ayalon, Former Member of Knesset (Labor), Former Head of the Shin Bet  
• Haim Ramon, Former Member of Knesset (Kadima), Former Vice Prime Minister   
American Perspectives 
• Ambassador Martin Indyk, Former Ambassador of the United States to Israel 
• General Jim Jones, President Obama's National Security Advisor (2009-2010) 
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PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this program is to convey that a two-state resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is both crucial and urgent – and in the best interest of Israel and the United States. 
 
The voices of five seasoned, respected American and Israeli political figures resonate with J 
Street’s pro-Israel, pro-peace mission. 
 

 
PREP 
 
This program involves screening several video clips and discussion. Here are some tips: 
 

ì Policy: Familiarize yourself with J Street’s positions on the urgency of a two-state 
solution and US leadership in achieving a two-state solution. Links: 

o http://jstreet.org/blog/post/the-urgency-of-a-twostate-solution_1   
o http://jstreet.org/blog/post/us-leadership-in-the-peace-process_1  

 
ì Adapting for Any Size: This program can work with an audience of 10 or 150.  For 

smaller programs, emphasize open discussion in the group.  For larger events, you 
may want to have table facilitators.  Another option is to have knowledgeable, on-
message respondents available for Q&A.  The following program outline is a 
suggestion, but please use your judgment and adapt as necessary.  
 

ì Tech: Video clips are available online or on DVD. If you would like to use the DVD, 
please contact programs@jstreet.org at least 3 weeks before the event. The clips are 
available online at www.jstreet.org/education.  
 
Important tip: Test the DVD or online clips well before the event to make sure 
everything is working smoothly.  The day-of, load the videos half an hour or so 
beforehand.  To do this, go to the website and press play, then immediately press 
pause and let the whole video load (the gray bar will grow). This way the video feed 
won't be choppy when you show the clips. 

 
ì Materials: Print out copies of the Program Handout for all participants (or half as 

many and people can share).  Print some copies of J Street’s policy on the urgency 
of a two-state solution (see link above under Policy) and place on a table for those 
who are interested. 
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PROGRAM CONTENT 
 
The following is an outline of the event itself.  The event should last 80-90 minutes, plus 
schmoozing before and after. 
 
Note: Since the videos feature male speakers, you may want to have a woman introduce and 
“MC” the event. 
 
I.  Opening (10 min) 
 

1. Give a general welcome and frame the event in terms of the current events related to 
Israeli-Palestinian peace and the American role. Consult the J Street blog for the latest 
developments: www.jstreet.org/blog  

 
2. Encourage an open and respectful conversation 

 
3. Ask each participant to briefly state what brings her/him to care about the future of Israel 

and the Middle East (or do in groups of 2-3) 
 
 
II. Israeli Perspectives (25 min) 
 
Next, begin screening the clips from J Street’s First National Conference. All the video clips can 
be found at www.jstreet.org/education. 
 
[Note: A video of the entire plenary session can be found at http://vimeo.com/9124011.] 
 
To view the three Israeli speakers, watch Clip 1: 
 

• Bernard Avishai (7 mins)   
• Ami Ayalon (7 mins)   
• Haim Ramon (7 mins)  

 
(See Program Handout for more information on the clips.) 
 
 
III. American Perspectives (10 min) 
 
To view Martin Indyk’s remarks, watch Clip 2: 
 

• Martin Indyk (10.5 mins) 
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IV. Discussion (25 min) 
 
Now, it is everyone’s turn to discuss their own thoughts and opinions.  Facilitate a discussion 
with the whole group, making sure everyone has a chance to speak if they’d like to.  Attendees 
can find these questions in the Program Handout. 
 

1. Which reasons for urgently pursuing a two-state solution resonate most with you?  

     *Israeli security 
     *Demographics 
     *US interest 
     *Regional cooperation 

2. Are there other reasons you would want to add? 

3. What risks are necessary to reach a two-state solution, and what can give Israelis and 
Palestinians the courage to take those risks? 

3. Given the urgency and importance of reaching a two-state solution, what would you 
like to see President Obama do during his second term? 

4. What will you do – as an American, as a Jew, as a friend – to promote strong 
American leadership in pursuing a negotiated peace? 

Feel free to add your own discussion questions. 

Note: If a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say, “let’s look into that after 
the program,” or “I’m not sure, I’d be happy to get back to you on that.” 
 
For information about J Street’s policy positions, 
visit www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions 

 
V. Closing (10 min) 
 
Optional: Watch Clip 3 from the keynote address: 

• General Jim Jones, President Obama's National Security Advisor (6 mins) 
 
Optional go-around: what are you taking away from today’s discussion? 
 
Encourage participants to continue the conversation, learn more about the issues, get 
involved in J Street, etc. 

 
 

Feedback, questions, or ideas?  Please email programs@jstreet.org
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Why Two States?  Why Now? 
Israeli and American Perspectives 

 
Videos 

The videos can be viewed at www.jstreet.org/education  
 
Israeli Perspectives 
 
Israel's High-Tech Economy & Regional Integration 
Bernard Avishai, Business Consultant; Author 

Avishai argues that Israel's high-tech economy depends on integration and close relationships 
with other businesses and countries in the region. 

"Without integration, Israel's high-tech businesses are going to wither on the vine." 
"We have to understand that Israel is not a nation that dwells alone." 
 

Israeli Security & Palestinian Hope 
Ami Ayalon, Former Member of Knesset (Labor); Former Head of the Shin Bet 

Ayalon argues that in the absence of a peace process, Palestinians will support Hamas and 
more violent approaches to Israel.  Israel's security depends upon a viable peace process. 

"If [Palestinians] will get [their goals] using diplomacy -- which means peace process -- 
they will be against terror." 
"Security for us means hope for the Palestinians."  

 
Demographics & the Jewish Democratic State 
Haim Ramon, Former Member of Knesset (Kadima); Former Vice Prime Minister 

Ramon states that a two-state solution is the only way to remain a Jewish and democratic state.  
The alternative is unacceptable. 

"If you're really a Zionist, your main concern is to create the two-state solution." 
"If we will not bring the end of the occupation, the occupation will bring the end of the 
Jewish and democratic State of Israel.  This is the truth of the present situation." 
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American Perspectives 
 
Restoring Respect & Achieving US Interests 
Martin Indyk, Vice President and Director of the Foreign Policy Program, The Brookings 
Institution; Former Ambassador of the United States to Israel 

Indyk, who "made aliyah" to the US because he saw the importance of the American role in 
resolving the conflict, recalls Rabin's call for separation not out of hatred but out of respect.  The 
challenge now for American diplomacy is to restore respect to the peace process.  He argues 
that resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is in the US national interest for three reasons: 

1. Supporting Israel's survival and wellbeing 
2. Showing within the Arab world that peace and reconciliation, not violence, works 
3. Diffusing other conflicts whose flames are fueled by the failure to resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict 

"When you stand up and support the two-state solution, you are doing so in support of 
the American national interest." 

 
US National Security 
General Jim Jones, President Obama's National Security Advisor (2009-2010) 

Jones says that if the Obama administration could address just one national security challenge, 
this would be the one.  The ripple effect of Israeli-Palestinian peace could be tremendous. 

"Israel's security and peace in the Middle East are inseparable." 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Which reasons for urgently pursuing a two-state solution resonate most with you?   

• Israeli security 

• Demographics 

• US interest 

• Regional cooperation 

2. Are there other reasons you would want to add? 

3. What risks are necessary to reach a two-state solution, and what can give Israelis and 
Palestinians the courage to take those risks? 

4. Given the urgency and importance of reaching a two-state solution, what would you like 
to see President Obama do during his second term? 

5. What will you do – as an American, as a Jew, as a friend – to promote strong American 
leadership in pursuing a negotiated peace? 


