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Book Discussion Guide 
 
 
J Street wishes to thank Professor Marianne Kamp and InterConnections 21 for sharing their 
excellent study guide, which helped inform this resource. 
 
 
Who’s in the Room 
 

• Begin with general introductions. 
 
ì What brings you to care about Israel’s future, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and America’s 

role in peacemaking? 
 
 
Foreword 
 

• Urgency. James A. Baker III and Samuel Berger 
 

“Unresolved, [the Israeli-Palestinian conflict] is a catalyst for radicalism across 
the Arab world at a time when its heart and soul are in play. It strengthens the 
hand of Iran in its confrontation with Israel and the West. The Palestinian 
territories are not immune from the currents of dissatisfaction roiling the Arab 
world. And the demographic clock that erodes the chance for a two-state solution 
will not stop and wait for the region to sort itself out.” (Baker and Berger, ix) 

 
ì Why do Baker and Berger both view resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as a US 

policy priority? In your opinion, is this a core American interest? 
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Part I: The Regional Dimension 
 

• Arab Spring. William B. Quandt, Avi Gil 
 
ì How has the Arab Spring affected the prospect of Arab-Israeli peace? To what extent 

do the changes in the Arab world present an opportunity for Israeli-Palestinian 
peace? To what extent do they present a threat? 

 
• Arab Peace Initiative. Marwan Muasher 

 
ì Should Israeli-Palestinian peace be linked with comprehensive regional peace 

between Israel and other Arab countries, in your opinion? 
 
 
Part II: The Israeli and Palestinian Dimensions 
 

• Palestinian Partners for Peace. Samih al-Abid and Samir Hileleh 
 

ì Do you believe that Israel has a partner for peace in President Mahmoud Abbas and 
the PLO? What can Israel, the Palestinian Authority, and the US do to empower the 
moderate voices within Palestinian society? 
 

ì The authors are skeptical of Israeli diplomat Abba Eban’s claim that “Palestinians 
never miss an opportunity to miss an opportunity.” They wonder whether Israelis who 
echo this trope “are ready to turn the mirror around and take a hard look at their own 
policies and actions” (46). But ultimately they conclude that doling out blame “doesn’t 
get us very far” (47). Where in the broader conversation and politics on this issue 
have you seen a focus on blame? What do you think can help move the 
conversation away from a focus on blame towards a focus on responsibility?  

 
• Limits on the US Role. Yossi Alpher, Ghassan Khatib 

 
ì Alpher suggests a scaled-back US role that takes its cue from Israeli civil society 

initiatives. Khatib advocates for the US to take a greater responsibility for holding the 
parties accountable in their actions and “keep the desired options open” in order to 
“maintain” the peace process (81). Do you agree or disagree with these approaches? 

 
• The Israeli Center. Gershom Gorenberg 

 
“If the [Israeli] center continues to regard peace as unattainable, the government 
can remain intransigent. If the center’s existing support for talks is transformed 
into an active sense that an agreement is achievable, the current government will 
face a quandary.” (Gorenberg, 98) 
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ì In Israel, where can the political will for peace come from: the government or the 
people? The left or the center? How can President Obama and Secretary of State 
Kerry connect with the Israeli public? 
 

• Palestinian National Movement. Robert Malley 
 

ì Malley argues that negotiations need to include a broader range of actors, including 
Hamas, the diaspora Palestinians and the Palestinian citizens of Israel, as well as 
the Palestinian Authority. Do you believe Malley’s recommendation has potential to 
move the peace process forward? What pitfalls do you see, if any? 

 
 
Part III: The United States and the Peace Process 
 

• US role. Aaron David Miller, Robert M. Danin, P. J. Dermer and Steven White, Daniel C. 
Kurtzer 

 
“Doing nothing or continuing down the same path that the United States has 
traveled before—simply trying to get to negotiations—not only will not succeed, it 
will deepen the challenges the United States faces in the Middle East and it will 
exacerbate the very conflict that the United States has tried to resolve over many 
decades.” (Kurtzer, 194) 

 
ì Daniel Kurtzer offers seven recommendations for US policy: 

1. Create the physical template—borders—of Israel and Palestine. 
2. Address Israeli and Palestinian fundamental security requirements. 
3. Adopt an American view of the parameters on the core issues. 
4. Ensure Palestinian institutional and economic capacity. 
5. Change Israeli and Palestinian behaviors. 
6. Involve the region in building the infrastructure of peace. 
7. Don’t ignore religious, ideological, and historical narratives. 

 
Which do you think are most important and most likely to help break the stalemate? 
Which, if any, do you disagree with or have concerns about? 
 

ì In your opinion, should the US take an active role in pursuing an Israeli-Palestinian 
peace agreement? Why or why not? 
 

ì If so, what should President Obama should do? What should he avoid doing? 
Overall, which approaches in the book do you find most realistic and fruitful?  

 
• Personal action. 

 
ì After reading the book and participating in this discussion, what, if anything, are you 

personally motivated to do? 


