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POSITION PAPER ON UNITED NATIONS ACTION ON  

THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT 

 

Executive Summary 

 

J Street does not support the Palestinian effort to become a member of the United Nations at 

this time because we do not believe that, in the current context, it will advance peace, enhance 

security and improve conditions on the ground. J Street therefore supports the U.S. intention to 

veto such an effort in the Security Council.  We urge an assertive American and international 

diplomatic initiative that could lead the Palestinians to defer their approach to the UN by 

jumpstarting efforts to reach a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

 

Introduction 

 

J Street’s goal is the realization of a two-state resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  J 

Street’s interest is not, however, simply in the creation of a second state, but in achieving a real 

two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict – one that is built on two states for two 

peoples and that leads ultimately to the end of the conflict and the end of claims.   

 

We advocate this because we believe that this is the only way to ensure Israel’s permanent and 

secure future as the homeland of the Jewish people and as a democratic state.  Diplomatic 

resolution of the Israeli-Arab conflict is not just a core Israeli interest; it is in the strategic and 

security interests of the United States.  And, just as the Jewish people have a right to a national 

home of their own, so too do the Palestinian people. 

 

As pro-Israel Americans, we evaluate any international action – including resolutions at the 

Security Council or the General Assembly – on the basis of whether they advance or undermine 

a fair and lasting two-state solution in accordance with our policy positions and whether they 

promote peace, enhance security, and improve conditions on the ground. 

 

U.S. Diplomatic Leadership Needed 

 

J Street strongly supports active American leadership to advance a two-state solution, and we 

call for an urgent effort, led by the United States together with its international partners, to re-

start substantive and focused negotiations before the United Nations convenes in September.    

 

The Palestinians might well defer their approach to the UN if presented with an initiative that 

provides meaningful terms of reference for negotiations and requires commitments by both 

parties to avoid unilateral actions that undermine prospects for an agreement.  We promoted 

such an effort through our Two-State Summer Campaign and will continue to press for it.  
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United Nations Action 

 

Failures of leadership on both sides, rounds of violence, and settlement expansion have led to 

diplomatic stagnation and bred understandable and widespread frustration with two decades 

of talks and of process. Some who have lost faith in resolving the conflict through bilateral 

negotiations now look to United Nations action as an alternative route to resolving the conflict.  

 

Despite the UN’s role in Israel’s creation and its important work globally on many issues 

including humanitarian relief and peacekeeping, the United Nations arouses distrust when it 

comes to matters related to Israel in the Jewish community.  J Street remains dismayed at the 

track record of bias against Israel in the General Assembly and in other UN bodies and agencies. 

 

While some see UN action as a way to advance prospects for Palestinian statehood, UN action 

alone cannot and will not resolve the outstanding issues between the parties, nor provide a 

horizon for reaching an end of conflict and claims. It might well exacerbate already-deepening 

divides. Even some Palestinians acknowledge that a resolution at the UN in September is 

unlikely to have any immediate positive effect on conditions on the ground. 

The Obama Administration has made clear that it will veto a Palestinian application for UN 

membership at the Security Council this September. For the reasons outlined above, we agree 

that such an application is premature and will not contribute to peace. In light of the U.S. 

intention to exercise its veto, it is also futile.   

We urge the Palestinians to defer applying for full UN membership. If they do apply at this time, 

however, J Street would support the U.S. veto.   

Though we do not support a Palestinian application for full UN membership in September, we 

view their approach to the UN as a legal and non-violent effort to achieve self-determination, 

and we oppose Congressional efforts to cut aid either to the Palestinian Authority or to the 

United Nations in retaliation.   

 

Our position on Congressional action regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict reflects the same 

concerns articulated throughout this paper: does the action promote peace, enhance security, 

and improve conditions on the ground.  We believe cutting off aid would threaten Israel’s 

security by undermining Palestinian security training and civil society and economic 

development programs, while potentially bolstering extremists.  

 

 

Steps in the Right Direction 

 

Even as we counsel against a Palestinian application for UN membership at this time, we are 

open to new approaches in the coming weeks that break the mounting pattern of failure, 

frustration and distrust between the Israelis and Palestinians.   
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For instance, we believe the international community should take a more active role, working in 

partnership with the United States, to encourage the parties toward a two-state resolution of 

the conflict.  We believe international actors could play an important and productive role in 

articulating a clear set of parameters that could provide a basis for compromise and delineate a 

path toward a two-state solution.  

 

As stated above, J Street will evaluate any international action – including resolutions at the 

Security Council or the General Assembly – on the basis of whether they advance or undermine 

a fair and lasting two-state solution in accordance with our policy positions and whether they 

promote peace, enhance security, and improve conditions on the ground. 

 

We urge the United States, Israel, the Palestinians and other nations that now is the time to 

consider serious, bold and creative approaches to resolve the conflict and advance these goals. 

 

The Day After 

 

The morning after any vote at the United Nations – no matter the shape or scope – conditions 

on the ground will not have changed. The resolution of the conflict will still require renewed 

diplomatic efforts, negotiations, American leadership and international support. 

  

We will continue to press the United States to work with its Quartet partners to put forward 

substantive and balanced parameters for the resolution of the conflict and to push both parties 

harder to achieve it.   

 

Ultimately the parties themselves must make the hard choices and compromises that till now 

they have both been unwilling to make, and they will need the assistance of the United States 

and the international community every step of the way. 

We hope one day in the near future to see a state of Palestine welcomed as the 194th member 

of the United Nations – but in the context of a two-state peace guaranteeing a better, more 

peaceful and more secure future for Israelis and Palestinians.   

 


