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Purpose 

To engage with Israela Oron’s powerful perspectives on the importance of a two-state solution 
for Israel’s security 

 

About Israela Oron 

Brigadier General (Ret.) Israela Oron served as Deputy National Security Advisor at Israel’s National 
Security Council (NSC) for over two years, participating in the NSC’s strategic assessments, leading high-
level inter-agency projects, and briefing the Israeli cabinet on strategic issues. General Oron served in the 
IDF for 27 years in various key positions. In 1991, she was the first woman to be appointed to the post of 
Deputy Spokesman of the IDF. In her last appointment in the military, she was Head of the IDF’s 
Women’s Corps, the highest rank attainable for women in the IDF, where she promoted reforms regarding 
the role of women in the IDF and in Israeli society at large.  She is a member of the steering committee of 
the Geneva Accord, and serves on the board of the Economic Cooperation Foundation (ECF). 

 

Materials  

• DVD (please email programs@jstreet.org at least one month in advance of the program to 
request DVD) 

• Facilitator Guide 
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PROGRAM OUTLINE 

Intros (about 10 min) 

• Welcome: General welcome, encourage an open and respectful conversation 

• Who’s in the room: Each participant briefly states what brings her/him to care about the 
future of Israel and the Middle East (or do in groups of 2-3) 

• Introduce the program:  

o We will watch clips of Brigadier General Israela Oron on a J Street lecture tour in 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL, in December 2010, and engage in discussion.  

o Gen. Oron makes the case that for the long-term security of the Jewish 
homeland, Israel must give up the West Bank and reach a two-state solution. 

o She says: “Whenever someone says to you we are keeping the West Bank for 
security reasons, it’s not true. This is a very tough decision for any Israeli Prime 
Minister… but somebody has to [make] the decision, otherwise they endanger 
the future of the Israeli state.” 

o Gen. Oron’s bio: 

Brigadier General (Ret.) Israela Oron served as Deputy National Security Advisor 
at Israel’s National Security Council (NSC) for over two years, participating in the 
NSC’s strategic assessments, leading high-level inter-agency projects, and 
briefing the Israeli cabinet on strategic issues. General Oron served in the IDF for 
27 years in various key positions. In 1991, she was the first woman to be 
appointed to the post of Deputy Spokesman of the IDF. In her last appointment in 
the military, she was Head of the IDF’s Women’s Corps, the highest rank 
attainable for women in the IDF, where she promoted reforms regarding the role 
of women in the IDF and in Israeli society at large.  She is a member of the 
steering committee of the Geneva Accord, and serves on the board of the 
Economic Cooperation Foundation (ECF). 
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Watch (25+ min) 

Full talk available here: http://vimeo.com/23597324 

DVD includes the following clips. First show tracks 1-6, which get across Gen. Oron’s core 
message. Then optionally, select from additional themes in tracks 7-11.  

CORE TRACKS (about 23 min total) 

Track 1: Israela Oron’s story 3.5 min 
 
Track 2: On the urgency of two states 6 min 
 
Track 3: On security 8 min 
 
Track 4: On settlements 3 min 
“Whenever someone says to you we are keeping the West Bank for security reasons, it’s 
not true. This is a very tough decision for any Israeli Prime Minister, whoever she or he 
is. Very tough, but somebody has to [make] the decision, otherwise they endanger the 
future of the Israeli state.” 
 
Track 5: On American leadership .5 min 
“What is important is to discuss what everybody knows will be the final status agreement 
– everybody knows, even Bibi Netanyahu – and to try first to deal with borders and 
security. In this, we really need the Americans to help us to help ourselves.  We cannot 
do it without you. Really.” 
 
Track 6: On Israeli leadership 1 min 
“The status quo has a price, because the current situation cannot go for long – not on 
the Palestinian side and not on the Israeli side.” 

 
 
OPTIONAL TRACKS 
 

Track 7: On Palestinian leadership 5 min 
 
Track 8: On Jerusalem 4 min 
 
Track 9: On Palestinian refugees 2 min 
 
Track 10: On Iran 4 min 
 
Track 11: How much time do we have? 4.5 min 
“We are going to lose [our international legitimacy] unless something will be done. I don’t 
want to be an occupier. And the West Bank is absolutely not necessary for the security 
of the state of State of Israel.” 
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Discuss (about 30 min) 

• General reflections: What struck you most?  Did anything surprise you? 

• Security: Gen. Oron details the true security threats that Israel faces – Hamas, 
Hezbollah, Syria, Iran – and levels a blow to the idea that Israel needs to maintain a 
presence in the West Bank because of security. “Whenever someone says to you we are 
keeping the West Bank for security reasons, it’s not true,” she states. What messages 
do you generally hear about the security threats Israel faces? After listening to Gen. 
Oron, in what ways have your perceptions changed regarding what the greatest threats 
are and how they can be addressed? 

• Urgency of two states: Gen. Oron asserts that securing a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict is essential for Israel’s sake. Clearly, it is the parties that will 
have to come to a negotiated agreement. However, we have an important role to play; 
as Americans and as Jews, what can we do to hasten a peaceful resolution to the 
conflict? 

 

Note to the facilitator: if a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say, “let’s 
look into that after the program,” or “I’m not sure, I’d be happy to get back to you on that.” 
 

For information about J Street’s policy positions,  
visit www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions 
 

Wrap-up 

• Optional closing go-around: what are you taking away from today’s discussion? 

• Encourage participants to continue the conversation, learn more about the issues, get 
involved in J Street, etc. 

 


