
An Open Letter to the American Jewish Community 
 

J Street recently released a policy paper endorsing a U.S. veto of a possible Palestinian 

application for membership in the United Nations.  We urged the Palestinians to defer their 

application and called for strong American and international leadership to jumpstart a 

meaningful diplomatic initiative leading to a two-state solution.     

 

J Street’s position on the possible Security Council resolution aligns with the position of most 

established institutions in the American Jewish community.  Yet, we diverge over the 

institutional energy spent trying to sway a few more countries to vote against the Palestinians 

at the UN, to lobby Congress to end aid to the Palestinians and to place sole blame for the 

present diplomatic stalemate on the Palestinians.   

 

Our time and resources as leaders of the American Jewish community are far better spent 

pressing for active, meaningful steps to achieve the two-state solution to the conflict.  The two-

state solution is essential to Israel’s security, to its democratic character, and to its commitment 

to core Jewish values of justice, freedom and democracy.   

 

We understand that some in the Jewish community fear the risks associated with pursuing 

peace through a two-state solution, including the long-term Palestinian commitment to peace 

and the possibility of rockets from the West Bank.  We take those risks very seriously.  But we 

know that the status quo spells still greater risk for Israel, including increasing international 

isolation and the prospect of needing to choose between being a Jewish national home and a 

democracy.  We stand with those in the Israeli military, intelligence and political communities 

who believe that the dangers of maintaining an increasingly untenable status quo outweigh the 

risks of pursuing two states. 

 

A Jewish and democratic Israel at peace with its neighbors and living within borders negotiated 

by the parties and recognized by the international community is the Israel that we all want.  To 

achieve it, we need a major campaign in the American Jewish community reflecting the urgency 

of the moment, a campaign that conveys to members of our community, to policy makers in 

Washington and to our family and friends in Israel the existential necessity of acting now to 

achieve two states before it is too late. 

 

For these reasons, J Street now calls on our colleagues in the organized Jewish community to 

join us in using our collective abilities to press immediately for tangible movement toward a 

two-state solution.  It is not enough, however, to simply say that we believe in peace and 

negotiations.  There must be substance and action behind that language – and a major 

commitment by our community to make this work a critical priority.  And that requires urgent 

action from us all. 

 

We must call on the Administration to reinvigorate diplomatic efforts to achieve peace and to 

work vigorously to provide public and bi-partisan political support for such efforts.  



 

We must make clear to the US Congress that there is broad consensus in the American Jewish 

community behind the two-state solution and deep concern that it is in danger of being over-

run by history.  That requires the concerted effort of the mainstream of the organized Jewish 

community. 

 

Our communal advocacy must move beyond merely calling for direct negotiations to promoting 

the sustained and meaningful engagement of the American government and other 

international actors in an urgent and relentless effort to achieve a two-state solution.  Third 

parties have played and can again play a critical role in conflict resolution (for example, the 

Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty, the Dayton Accords and the resolution of the conflict in Northern 

Ireland).   

 

We must make clear to American politicians, particularly in Congress, that being pro-Israel does 

not require cutting aid to the Palestinian Authority in retaliation for approaching the UN. Such a 

move will hurt Israel’s interests by undermining moderate Palestinian leadership and defunding 

productive security cooperation.  

 

Finally, when we speak out strongly against Palestinian actions that set back the cause of peace, 

as we must, we should speak out as well against Israeli policy that does the same, for instance, 

the relentless expansion of those settlements that threatens to render a two-state solution 

impossible. 

 

The effort we must now undertake is vital not just for Israel but for us as a Jewish community.  

By working to preserve an Israel that aligns with our Jewish and democratic values, we also help 

the rising generation of Jewish Americans develop a deep bond, rooted in their values and 

tradition, both with their community and with the national homeland of their people.   

Is that not a worthy task for our entire community to pursue? 

September, 2011 


