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J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans 
who want Israel to be secure, democratic and the national home 
of the Jewish people. Working in American politics and the Jewish 
community, we advocate policies that advance shared US and 
Israeli interests as well as Jewish and democratic values, leading 
to a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The J Street Education Fund is the charitable arm of the pro-
Israel, pro-peace movement. Through community engagement, 
education and programming, we advance a vision of Israel that is 
secure, democratic and the national home of the Jewish people. 
We support policies grounded in shared US and Israeli interests 
as well as Jewish and democratic values, leading to a two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and we promote vibrant 
and respectful discourse about Israel in the Jewish community, 
on campuses and beyond.  Programs of the J Street Education 
Fund include the J Street Rabbinic and Cantorial Cabinet 
comprised of over 850 rabbis, cantors and seminary students, 
and J Street U with chapters on close to 70 campuses.

We invite you to learn more about  
J Street at www.jstreet.org.

Join us in Washington DC for the J Street 
National Conference, Gala and Advocacy Day, 
February 25-28, 2017.

SAVE THE DATE



WE ARE TROUBLED when we see fear and  
hatred toward “the other” in Israel. 

In our beloved Israel, it is sadly common to encounter fear and 
loathing of “the other” with whom we share the land. Even in times 
of turmoil and insecurity, we must strive to empathize with our 
neighbors and treat all with dignity. We must commit ourselves 
to working together with Israelis and with Palestinians to realize a 
future of freedom, justice and peace. 

LET US STRIVE TO LOVE THE STRANGER  
and journey toward our Promised Land. 

Tonight, as we reenact our enslavement and celebrate our freedom 
from oppression, let us work toward loving the stranger, treating 
all with dignity and equal protection. Only then can we truly inhabit 
our Promised Land and reach the future we wish to see.

This Passover supplement was created by  
Rabbi Burton Visotzky and Sarah Beller 

Possible discussion around the table:

As you think about the current situation in America and 
in Israel ask yourself: Who today is being treated as “the 
stranger” or “the other” in the United States? Who is 
being treated as “the stranger” or “the other” in Israel, the 
West Bank and Gaza? Drawing on the Jewish historical 
experience of being strangers, what action can I take 
to help alleviate the challenges faced by those who are 
treated as “the other” today?  

WE REMEMBER when we were strangers.

Tonight, at our Seder, we remember when we were strangers.  

We recall the Exodus from bondage and reaffirm our memory that 
we were once the dispossessed, the immigrants, those who fled 
from the lash in the hopes of finding our way to our Promised Land. 

We remember countless times in the Jewish story when we were 
pushed away, wandering, vulnerable, even hated. 

Why do we tell this story year after year? 

WE SEEK TO KNOW the heart of the stranger.

The Torah explains: “Know the heart/the feelings of the stranger, for 
you once were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 23:9). We 
tell the story so that we remember to empathize with “the other,” so 
that we will not do to others that which was hateful to us. 

“Love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” 
(Deut. 10:19). In this moment, we seek to  know the heart and 
feelings of those who are treated as “the other” today and dwell 
on what it means to love them. 

WE ARE TROUBLED when we see fear and  
hatred toward “the other” here in America.

In the United States, we sit down to our tables at a time of 
unprecedented anti-immigrant and xenophobic sentiment, 
Islamophobia and the stirring of hatred towards those who look 
different than us. We remember tonight that once we were proud 
to call ourselves a nation of immigrants. 


