
The Talmud teaches that when the Children of Israel 

reached the shores of the Red Sea, they stopped in their tracks. 

Though they had already been freed from slavery, left Egypt, and 

marched as a people through the desert; when our ancestors 

reached the shores of the Red Sea a choice lay before them: to 

turn back and return to slavery or push on and build a better future 

for themselves and their offspring.

At this fateful moment, “each tribe was unwilling to be the first 

to enter the sea.” And “then sprang forward Nahshon the son of 

Amminadav and descended first into the sea.” At this point the sea 

parted, and the people marched through. 

Unwilling to accept any fate for his people short of the freedom they 

had been promised, and in the face of seemingly insurmountable 

odds, Nahshon made a fateful choice. Though the odds of success 

seemed slim, Nahshon chose to act for his future and that of the 

Jewish people. His example inspires us to this day, to recognize 

that action - even by one person - in the face of adversity, has the 

potential to bring about societal change.
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OUR FUTURE is at stake. 
OUR CHOICE must be to act.

This year, it is our turn.
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We must remember that when Nahshon leapt, his people followed.  

We must choose to take responsibility for building our future. We must be 
audacious in the face of daunting circumstance. We must be resolute in 
our belief that things can change, confident that our actions, like Nahshon’s 
before us, can shape that change. 
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Visit jstreet.org/ourfuture for more 
information about what actions you can take.

We must and we will  
work to shape the American political landscape and the Jewish 
community in accordance with our values.

We must and we will  
work to ensure that our country and our communities oppose a 
continuing occupation that erodes Israel’s security, democracy,  
morality and Jewish character.

We must and we will  
help Israel resolve a festering conflict that is engulfing both the  
Israeli and Palestinian peoples.

We must and we will  
be strong in defining OUR FUTURE and making OUR CHOICE.  

Just like Nahshon, we too must make choices and take responsibility to 
act in the face of fear, and to help make peace possible. OUR CHOICE 
for OUR FUTURE is to act in keeping with our values.

Those invested in building an Israel that embodies 
the “freedom, justice and peace as envisioned by 

the prophets,” have a choice before us. 



ADVOCATE to Members of Congress to forcefully promote the principles and values 
on which the US-Israel special relationship is based - values of democracy, security, 
equality, mutual respect and human rights.

ASK your Jewish communal institutions - like local Federations - if they have an official 
policy regarding funding to settlements beyond the Green Line. We need organizations 
that are transparent, accountable and reflective of our values in order to secure our 
Jewish future.

ASK synagogues and Jewish institutions to use maps that include the Green Line. We 
have created a map that can be used! With this map we put forward the picture of the 
Israel we will work toward, the Israel that reflects our Jewish values, the Israel we want 
for our children. When you hand someone this map, you are asking them a question: 
What is the future that you want for Israel? And what will you do to help achieve it? 

STAND UP publicly in support of a democratic homeland for the Jewish people and 
a two-state solution that reflects our values.  Help our community, Congress, the 
administration and the Israeli government and Israeli people understand: Our positions 
are in the best interests of Israel and the United States, and shared by the majority of 
American Jews.
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Help grow the movement
Invite our friends and family to take these steps.

Here are 4 steps we can commit to:
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Visit jstreet.org/ourfuture for more information 
about these actions and to learn about others.


