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Separation now for a future of wholeness



Yachatz is sandwiched between Karpas (dipping the vegetable)  
and Magid (telling the story). This is the point in the seder where  
we break the middle matzoh.  The larger portion becomes the  
Afikoman, to be eaten at the end of the seder. 

The leader takes out the middle matzoh, holds it up for all  
to see and reads:

Rabbi Yisroel Hopsztajn, the Magid of Kozhnitz asked a question: 
Why does the matzoh need to be broken? Why, before we read  
the story of the Haggadah, do we need to break the matzoh?  
It is because in order to heal ourselves and the entire world, the  
first step is to recognize that we live in a world that is broken…  
We live in a world of “Yachatz.”

Read together:

הָא לַחְמָא עַנְיָא דִי אֲכָלוּ אַבְהָתָנָא בְּאַרְעָא דְמִצְרָיִם.
This is the bread of affliction that our  
ancestors ate in the land of Egypt.

כָּל דִכְפִין יֵיתֵי וְיֵיכל, כָּל דִצְרִיךְ יֵיתֵי וְיִפְסַח.
Let all who are hungry come and eat,  
let all who need take part in the Pesach.

הָשַׁתָּא הָכָא, לְשָׁנָה הַבָּאָה בְּאַרְעָא דְיִשְׂרָאֵל.
Today we are here, next year in the Land of Israel.

הָשַׁתָּא עַבְדֵי, לְשָׁנָה הַבָּאָה בְּנֵי חורִין.
Today we are slaves, next year free people.

Leader continues:

Right now, before the telling of the story of our people’s 
transition from slavery to freedom and before we join 
together for the festive meal, we break the middle matzoh 
and place part of it away from the table. We call it Afikoman. 
As the story is told, the wine is drank, the meal is eaten, we 
change as well. We become more unified, closer to those 
around us. A community of free people is metaphorically formed 
around the table. 

Today we are faced with a similar necessity. Though the spiritual 
connection of the Jewish people to the historical land of Israel, 
the future of the State of Israel depends on our ability to separate 
from a part of it. Freedom for the State of Israel will come only by 
breaking from a piece of itself. 

As we break this matzoh tonight we do so with the recognition that 
sometimes we must encounter brokenness if we are to become 
free. We break this matzoh in the hope that it breaks us free from the 
bondage of violence, from the bondage of hatred, from the bondage 
of occupation. 

Break the middle matzoh...

YACHATZ Separation now for a 
future of wholeness



At the Passover table, we recite: “In every generation one 
must see herself as if she left Egypt.”  During the seder we 
remember our past but the seder ends with our future as 
the children bring us the Afikoman. 

For the sake of the future we must bear our responsibilities 
in a broken world. We must work to ensure  the future of 
Israel as the democratic homeland of the Jewish people.

This Passover, join with J Street and help build the the 
pro-Israel, pro-peace movement which actively supports 
American, Israeli and Palestinian leaders in reaching a  
two-state solution. 

Here are 5 easy ways to get started 

Let your Members of Congress know you support a 
two-state solution and believe America should continue 
to play a leading role in resolving the conflict

Get active with a local J Street chapter

Bring an educational program to your synagogue  
or community.

Join us June 7-8 in San Francisco  for J Street’s 
National Summit

Talk to friends and family about the importance  
of a two-state solution
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Get involved and learn more at www.jstreet.org 


