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WHILE WE WAIT FOR ELIJAH



After the Seder meal (Tzafun) and the third cup of wine, it is customary 
to open the door for Elijah and to recite several biblical verses that call 
upon God to exact revenge for the wrongs done to the Jewish people. 
The verses were added in the Middle Ages in response to the massacre 
of Jews during the Crusades and the opening of the door for Elijah 
came later. Both prayer and ritual come at a point in the Seder where 
we look to the future redemption of the world. But for many Jews the 
traditional verses are too vindictive and represent a kind of redemption 
that is preceded by war and chaos; and so in many modern Haggadot 
these verses are eliminated. Instead, it is quite common at this point 
in the Seder to speak about the State of Israel, as Israel represents 
for many Jews the beginning of redemption in a more positive and 
constructive way. This is a modern form of redemption where we do 
not wait for God to act but strive to bring it about with our own hands. 
But the redemption is not yet complete, and so we still pray at the open 
door for the coming of Elijah. In this prayer we ask God to pour out 
blessing, wisdom and strength upon us so that we may speedily bring 
about redemption in the world.
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by Rabbi Lawrence Troster, J Street Rabbinic Director

(Open the door for Elijah and recite the following)

Fear not, My servant Jacob, Jeshurun whom I have chosen. 
Even as I pour water on thirsty soil, and rain upon dry ground; 
So will I pour My spirit upon your offspring, My blessing on your posterity.  
And they shall sprout like grass, like willows by watercourses. 

 (Isaiah 44:2-4)

Prayer for Redemption  
and Peace in Israel

‘Al-tira avdi Ya’akov,  
vi-shurun baharti vo.

Ki ‘Etzak-mayyim ‘al-tzamei,  
v’-nozlim ‘al-yabashah;

‘Etzok ruhi ‘al-zar’akha,  
u-virkhati ‘al-tze’etza’ekha.

V’tzamhu, b’vein hatzir, 
ka’aravim, ‘al-yivlei-mayyim. 

May it be your will, O Blessed Creator, that just as we were 
redeemed from Egypt, let us together with all the children of 
Abraham be redeemed from war and violence and hatred. Let us 
be renewed in our strength to support the State of Israel in a way 
that reflects the words of your prophet: “Speak the truth to one 
another, render true and perfect justice your gates” (Zechariah 
8.16). Let us live to see a redemption in which all people of the 
earth live in harmony. As the Psalm says: “Depart from evil, and 
do good; seek peace, and pursue it” (Psalm 34:15). Let us create 
that redemption so that Elijah can come into a house of peace and 
justice, fellowship and cooperation. May You give us the strength 
and wisdom to bring this about. Amen



WE ARE THE FUTURE OF PRO-ISRAEL. 
We are Americans who believe in democracy and equality. We are  
Jews who believe that to seek peace is to pursue justice and to  
ensure lasting security. 

We share in the vision of Israel as a homeland for the Jewish people 
and Palestine as a homeland for the Palestinian people, living side-
by-side in peace and security.

We believe in an Israel that is guided by its principles, its ethics, and 
its values, as enshrined in its founding documents.

We believe that tikkun olam is a part of building a Jewish homeland, 
not apart from it. 

We know that we cannot delay any longer. There will never be a better 
time, or the right time. There is only less time; there is only now.

We have chosen to stand up for what is right and what is necessary. 
We care too much to be silent or to indulge in despair.

We believe we serve Israel best when we create the space for an 
open conversation about its future in our community, amongst and 
across generations and denominations. 

We will take action and we will fight for our values. 

In the name of our grandparents, and for the sake of our grandchildren, 

WE ARE THE FUTURE OF PRO-ISRAEL. 

Community Vision  
for the Future of Pro-Israel

GET INVOLVED
J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans. Join us!

www.jstreet.org

The following is an excerpt from a community vision statement that reflects 
the diverse, passionate voices of the pro-Israel, pro-peace movement. 


