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DIPPING INTO SALTY WATERS
A Karpas for Our Time



A Seder reading by Rabbi Richard N. Levy, Director of Spiritual Growth, 

Hebrew Union College, Jack H. Skirball Campus (Los Angeles)

And you shall take from the fruit of the earth, plunge it into salt water, 
and praise God. So we do at the start of every Seder—we take some 
parsley or potato, a sign of new life and spring, submerge it in salt 
water, a sign of the tears we have shed throughout our long history, and 
praise God, the ruler of time and space, for continuing to create the 
fruit of the earth.

On the nights of Passover we celebrate Israel crossing the Red Sea 
from slavery to freedom. In this light, karpas has other overtones:  
we remember the heroic example of Nachshon ben Aminadav, who 
was the first to step into the salty sea. As the Israelites faced the  
raging waters, Nachshon alone plunged in. Because of his courage,  
the midrash tells us, God divided the sea in two so that all the people 
of Israel could walk across.  

DIPPING INTO SALTY WATERS

When our karpas represents 
Nachshon, the first Israelite to 
step into the salty sea, the salt 
water no longer suggests tears, 

but the grit of heroes.



Nachshon represents those willing to stand up against the 
raging waters of intimidation, to state what is right and just and 
reasonable. In our time Nachshon might say: Israel can be freed  
of her occupying status and survive as a just, peaceful, and secure 
state only alongside a just, peaceful, and secure Palestinian 
state. And if enough people, ordinary citizens like Nachshon, 
speak enough to the leaders who represent them, they too will 
understand that the waters can part, that the just and practical 
solution—a two-state solution—can emerge out of the depths,  
and the freedom and peace of two peoples can be assured.

When Nachshon becomes our karpas, the salt water no longer 
suggests tears, but the grit of heroes; as salt is a preservative, so 
it is the courage of leaders like Nachshon, filled with faith, that has 
preserved this people. By plunging the karpas into the salt water 
at the Seder, let us pledge to strive to be heroes in overcoming our 
own fears. Like Nachshon, may we possess the courage to plunge 
into the seas of opposition to let our people, once again, go free.

A Karpas for Our Time



J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans fighting for the future of 
Israel as the democratic homeland of the Jewish people. Find us online at jstreet.org.

With a new Congress and a second-term administration in place, 
J Street is mobilizing on both the national and local levels to 

secure Israel’s Jewish and democratic future before the window of 
opportunity for achieving a two-state solution closes.

In the weeks and months ahead we’ll be rolling out actions to the 
president; to the House of Representatives and the Senate; and 
to the American Jewish community to make loud and clear that  
serious and sustained US diplomatic leadership can and, in fact, 
must play a decisive role if we are to reach a two-state resolution. 

We’ll be advocating in our communities and on our campuses, 
lobbying in Washington and engaging the media.

And we need your help.

Text OUR TIME to 69866  
to join our advocacy network.

Join J Street’s OUR TIME TO LEAD campaign

Meet us in Washington, DC for the  
fourth national J Street conference

September 28 - October 1, 2013
Visit conference.jstreet.org to register now.


