
A Prayer Before the Blowing of the Shofar

Oh God of Our Ancestors and Creator of All Life:  
If it be Your will, that we speak no more 

And our voices be still, then we will speak no more, 
And we will despair.   
But if it be Your will, that a voice be true,  
We will sound our Shofar, even if bent and broken, 
And it will sound Your insistent Voice.

If it be Your will, to let us hear and let us speak, 

If it be Your will, then waken us from our indifference, 
Shake us from our illusions. 

If there is a choice, let the rivers fill with Your justice 
And let the hills rejoice, with Your mercy. 
If it be Your will, to waken us from our sleep,

And make us hear in the sound of the Shofar,  
That all the children of Abraham are created in Your image.

And let all Your children here, and all Your children there 
Be clothed in Your light 
Let us not be dressed to kill

And end this night,  
If it be Your will, then may it be our will. 

If it be Your will, 
Then may it be our will.

Prayer by Rabbi Lawrence Troster,  
                J Street Rabbinic Director

Inspired by Leonard Cohen,  
If It Be Your Will from: “Various Positions” [1984]

A YEAR OF CHOICE 
The shofar wakes us up and stirs us to action .
5773 will be a year of choice for us in the U.S. and in Israel. 

As we head into elections here in America, Israel faces 
historic decisions about its future as the secure, Jewish 
and democratic homeland of our people. Join J Street  

and the pro-Israel, pro-peace movement at 
www.FutureOfProIsrael.com.
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 Ò We come together as proud supporters of the 
two-state solution.

 Ò We believe to our very core in Israel’s right to 
exist as a Jewish homeland and a democracy 
that guarantees equality to all its citizens.

WE ARE THE FUTURE OF PRO-ISRAEL
 Ò We fight for an Israel whose people live in 

security with recognized borders, an Israel living 
in peace and prosperity alongside a Palestinian 
homeland where citizens can thrive and build 
their own county.

 Ò We know that we cannot delay any longer. There 
will never be a better time, or the right time. 
There is only less time, there is only now.

WE ARE THE FUTURE OF PRO-ISRAEL
 Ò We call on the U.S. government to invest 

all possible resources to help Israelis and 
Palestinians create a peaceful and secure future. 

 Ò We believe we serve Israel best when we create 
the space for an open conversation about its 
future in our community, amongst and across 
generations and denominations.

WE ARE THE FUTURE OF PRO-ISRAEL

www.futureofproisrael.com

Join Us 

   Take Action

Fight for   
  our Values
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