
 
 

IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 

BORDERS 
Program Guide for Facilitators 

 

Is it possible for Israelis and Palestinians to agree on borders for a two-state 

solution? This program features a multimedia presentation on borders, produced by 

the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. Watch the 12-

minute presentation online or on DVD and discuss what it will take to reach a two-

state solution. www.ispeacepossible.com 

 
Note: Is Peace Possible is publicly available and was not created specifically for J Street. 

 

SUGGESTED AUDIENCE 
5-40 participants who are connected to Israel or interested in learning more about 

resolving the conflict. This program can be used in adult education, religious school 

classrooms, house meetings, etc.  

 

SUGGESTED FORMAT 
The program should be led by a facilitator. Participants should be seated and be able 

to view the screening of the presentation.  

 

TIME 
1-hour program (with an optional 25-minute addition) 

 

MATERIALS 
 Laptop/internet/screen to show the presentation OR DVD/DVD player/screen 

to show the presentation 

 Handouts (see end of packet) 

 Laptops/tablets/smartphones for the Negotiating Borders activity (optional) 

 

FACILITATOR PREP 
 Watch the presentations at www.ispeacepossible.com and browse the 

Resources section 

 Try out the interactive map at www.negotiatingborders.com 

 Familiarize yourself with the FAQ in this packet 

 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 Introduction (15 min) 

 Part I: Watching the Presentation (15 min) 

 Part II: Discussion (30 min) 

 Part III: Optional – Negotiating Borders Activity (20 min) 

 Part IV: Optional – Video Clip of PM Ehud Olmert (5 min) 

 Closing (5 min) 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
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INTRODUCTION (15 min) 
 

Who’s in the Room 

Facilitator welcomes everyone and starts off the introductions. Everyone goes 

around the room and introduces themselves and why they came to the event. 

Facilitator thanks everyone for being here. 

 

Why We’re Here 

Facilitator tells a brief story about why s/he cares about Israel and resolving the 

conflict. 

 

Facilitator explains: 

  

 The majority of Israelis and Palestinians want a two-state solution to the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict.1  

 However, many are skeptical that a two-state solution can be achieved. Many 

wonder how close Israelis and Palestinians are to coming to an agreement 

and whether their differences are reconcilable.  

 We’re here today to learn about and discuss the practicality of a two-state 

solution. We will be watching a presentation that assesses whether there are 

viable borders for a two-state solution, given the demands of the Israelis and 

Palestinians.  

 

PART I: WATCHING THE PRESENTATION (15 min) 
 

Facilitator introduces the presentation: 

 

 This discussion program is brought to us by J Street, the political home for 

pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans. J Street believes that Israel’s Jewish and 

democratic character depend on a two-state solution, resulting in a 

Palestinian state living alongside Israel in peace and security. 

 The S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic have 

created a series of four presentations entitled “Is Peace Possible?” 

 Each presentation focuses on one of four contentious issues in peace 

negotiations: borders, refugees, Jerusalem, and security 

 Each presentation raises the question “Is peace possible?” The presentation 

itself does not take a position on whether peace is possible or not; it’s up to the 

viewer to determine that for themselves based on the information provided. 

 Today we will be watching the “Borders” section to learn more about the 

viability of a two-state solution based upon the 1967 borders with mutually 

agreed upon land swaps. 

                                                 
1
 See http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-

with-israel-1.297196 and www.fafo.no 

 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-1.297196
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-1.297196
http://www.fafo.no/
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Show the Borders presentation from www.theatlantic.com/is-peace-possible 
(the video will stream straight through at this link, whereas on 
www.ispeacepossible.com there are interactive clicking features).  
 

PART II: DISCUSSION (30 min) 
 

Would anyone like to share any overall reactions or observations? What did you 

learn? Did anything surprise you? 

 

Based on what we’ve seen in this presentation, do you think a negotiated two-state 

solution is achievable? 

 

If the issue of determining mutually agreed-upon borders is reconcilable, what will it 

take for Israelis and Palestinians to reach a negotiated solution? 

 

As Americans, what can we do to advocate for a two-state solution? 

 

Note to the facilitator: If a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to 

say “Let’s look into that after the program” or “I’m not sure, I’d be happy to get back 

to you on that.” 

 

OPTIONAL PART III: NEGOTIATING BORDERS ACTIVITY (20 min) 
 

Facilitator introduces the S. Daniel Abraham Center’s interactive map at 

www.negotiatingborders.com. (Facilitators should try out the map before the program 

so they are able to guide participants through it.) Have participants split into groups 

of two or work alone to make their own land swaps. Then, regroup and have 

participants share the map they created and explain why they chose those particular 

land swaps.  

 

OPTIONAL PART IV: VIDEO CLIP OF PM EHUD OLMERT (5 min) 
 

Show video clip of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert speaking at J Street’s 2012 Gala. In 

this clip, he speaks about his extensive negotiations with President Mahmoud Abbas 

and emphatically states that there is a partner for peace. 

 

Watch at http://conference.jstreet.org/2012videos, scroll down to Gala Dinner, and watch 

from 2:25:58-2:30:10. Also available at www.youtube.com/watch?v=damabfGJohI.  

 

Tech tip: be sure to pre-load the streaming content so it plays smoothly during the 

program. 

 

CLOSING (5 min) 
 

Offer a closing thought:  

 

Clearly the compromises necessary to achieve a two-state solution will not be easy, 

and today’s discussion gives us food for thought on whether they are possible. I’d 

like to leave you with a quote from Israeli author David Grossman:  

 

http://conference.jstreet.org/2012videos
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=damabfGJohI
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I'm not a rational, cold person. On the contrary, so much of the politics is 

emotional here, and the two peoples involved are very emotional, so you 

must be attuned to emotions very precisely. But the bottom line must be 

logical. You must not surrender to the primal urges of revenge. I just do not 

see a better solution than the two-state solution. I'm more sad, and maybe 

desperate, but not in a way that paralyses me… I cannot afford the luxury of 

despair.  

 

“David Grossman: I can’t afford the luxury of despair,” The Guardian, 

August 28, 2010 

 

Thank everyone for being part of the discussion and encourage them to find out 

more about the organizations and resources on the handout. 

 

FAQ 
 

Note to the facilitator: if a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to 

say, “let’s look into that after the program,” or “I’m not sure, I’d be happy to get back 

to you on that.” 

 

What does J Street envision a two-state solution should look like? 

J Street believes in parameters of the two-state solution that are consistent with the 

international consensus and drawing on previous proposals made by both parties 

within the past decade, to which proposals for borders and security should conform: 

 

 The borders between Israel and the new Palestinian state should be based 

on the 1967 Green Line with equivalent land swaps.  

 The borders should allow for the vast majority of settlers to be part of Israel’s 

future recognized sovereign territory. 

 The proposal on borders between the states should also address the border 

within Jerusalem with the exception of the Old City and possibly its very 

immediate environs. Further, security arrangements under any agreement will 

include the demilitarization of the future state of Palestine, and the 

deployment at Palestine’s external international border crossings of an 

international force to guarantee the agreed provisions. The US should 

reiterate its commitment to guaranteeing the long-term security of Israel.  

 

For additional FAQs about the Borders presentation,  

see www.ispeacepossible.com and click on the Discussions tab. Questions there 

include: How will the West Bank and Gaza be connected? How would settlers be 

evacuated from the West Bank? Etc. 

 

For additional FAQs about J Street’s positions,  

visit www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/29/david-grossman-israel-hezbollah-interview
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/29/david-grossman-israel-hezbollah-interview
http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions


 

 

 

 

IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 

 
BORDERS 

Program Handout 
 
Is it possible for Israelis and Palestinians to agree on borders for a two-state 

solution? This program features a multimedia presentation on borders, produced by 

the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. Watch the 

presentation and discuss what it will take to reach a two-state solution.  

 
 
LEARN MORE: 
 
Is Peace Possible? 

www.ispeacepossible.com 

View interactive presentations and find further resources on four key issues in a 

negotiated resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Borders, Security, Refugees 

and Jerusalem. Produced by the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace 

and The Atlantic. 

 

S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace  

www.centerpeace.org  

 

The Atlantic  

www.theatlantic.com  

 

“A Plan for Peace That Still Could Be,” by Bernard Avishai  

New York Times, February 7, 2011 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/13/magazine/13Israel-t.html 

A thorough account of the 2008 negotiations between Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 

and President Mahmoud Abbas and how close they got to an agreement on key final 

status issues. 

 

 
GET INVOLVED: 
 

J Street 

www.jstreet.org 

J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans fighting for the 

future of Israel as the democratic homeland of the Jewish people. We believe that 

Israel’s Jewish and democratic character depend on a two-state solution, resulting in 

a Palestinian state living alongside Israel in peace and security. 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.centerpeace.org/
http://www.theatlantic.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/13/magazine/13Israel-t.html
http://www.jstreet.org/

