
  

 
 

IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 
SECURITY 

Program Guide for Facilitators 
 

Given ongoing shifts on the ground, please consult with your regional staff before presenting 
this program, to ensure that it is the most updated version and that it accurately reflects 

current events. 
 
Is it possible for Israelis and Palestinians to reach an agreement on the core issue of 
security in negotiations for a two-state solution? J Street believes it is. This program will 
delve into security, one of the four core issues in the negotiations. Companion programs 
address borders, refugees and Jerusalem. 
 
This program features a multimedia presentation on security, produced by the S. Daniel 
Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. Watch the 12-minute presentation 
online at www.ispeacepossible.com and discuss what it will take to reach a two-state 
solution. 
  
Note: This guide was developed by J Street, the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans. 
Is Peace Possible?  is publicly available and was not created specifically for J Street. 

 
IN THIS GUIDE 

 Basics (audience, time, materials, prep) 
 Running the Program 

 Introduction (15 min) 
 Part I: Watching the presentation (15 min) 
 Part II: One-on-one discussion (10 min) 
 Part III: Group discussion (20 min) 
 Closing (5 min) 

 FAQ 
 Program Handout 
 Key Points (optional supplement) 

 
SUGGESTED AUDIENCE 

 5-40 participants who are connected to Israel or interested in learning more about 
resolving the conflict. This program can be used in adult education, religious school 
classrooms, house meetings, etc.  

 
SUGGESTED FORMAT 

 The program should be led by a facilitator. Participants should be seated and be able 
to view the screening of the presentation.  
 

TIME 
 65-minute program 

 
MATERIALS 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
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 Laptop/internet/screen to show the presentation or DVD/DVD player/screen 
 Handouts (see end of packet) 
 Key Points (you may wish to make copies available to participants or just have a 

copy on hand for yourself) 

 
FACILITATOR PREP 

 Watch the presentations at www.ispeacepossible.com 
section 

 Familiarize yourself with the FAQ in this packet 
 Review the chapter outline and key points summary no need to commit it to 

memory! This is just a tool you may refer to if desired. 
 
Tech tip: be sure to pre-load the streaming content so it plays smoothly during the program. 
 

INTRODUCTION (15 min) 
 

 
Facilitator welcomes everyone and starts off the introductions. 
based on the program size, everyone goes around the room or breaks into small groups to 
introduce themselves and discuss why they came to the event. Facilitator thanks everyone 
for being here. 
 

 
Facilitator tells a brief story about why s/he cares about Israel and resolving the conflict. 
 
Facilitator explains: 
 

 The majority of Israelis and Palestinians want a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.1  

 However, many are skeptical that a two-state solution will be achieved. Many wonder 
how close Israelis and Palestinians are to coming to an agreement and whether their 
differences are reconcilable.  

 -state solution. 
We will be watching a presentation that assesses whether there are viable security 
options for a two-state solution, given the demands of the Israelis and Palestinians.  

 
PART I: WATCHING THE PRESENTATION (15 min) 

 
Facilitator introduces the presentation: 
 

 This discussion program is brought to us by J Street, the political home for pro-Israel, 
pro-  and democratic 

                                                 
1 See http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-
1.297196 and www.fafo.no 
 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-1.297196
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-1.297196
http://www.fafo.no/
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character depend on a two-state solution, resulting in a Palestinian state living 
alongside Israel in peace and security. 

 The S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic have created 
a series of four presentations entitl  

 Each presentation focuses on one of four contentious issues in peace negotiations: 
borders, refugees, Jerusalem and security. 

 Each pre
not take a 
determine that for themselves based on the information provided. 

 Security iability of a 
two-state solution where the implementation of Israeli security measures allow for the 
establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state. 

 
Show the Security presentation from www.theatlantic.com/is-peace-possible (the 
video will stream straight through at this link, whereas on www.ispeacepossible.com there 
are interactive clicking features).  
 
PART II: ONE-ON-ONE DISCUSSION (10 min) 

 
Break into groups of two and discuss the video thoughts, emotions and observations. This 
will allow for a chance to voice individual reactions before the group discussion. 
 
PART III: GROUP DISCUSSION (20 min) 
 
Would anyone like to share any overall reactions or observations? What did you learn? Did 
anything surprise you? 
(Sample answer/point to lift up: It is possible to meet the security needs of both sides 
through a two-state solution) 
 
What do you think will be the most important compromise on security? Why?  
 

sentation, do you think a negotiated two-state solution 
is achievable? Why or why not? 
 
What do you think it will take for Israelis and Palestinians to reach a negotiated agreement 
on security in a two-state solution? 
(Sample answer/point to lift up: Compromise and the recognition that a two-state solution is 
the only way to achieve real security)  
 
As Americans, what can we do to advocate for a two-state solution? What do you want to do 
next? 
(Sample answer/point to lift up: Raise our voices, reach out to Congress) 
 
Note to the facilitator: If a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say 
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CLOSING (5 min) 
 
Offer a closing thought, and leave the group with one of the following quotes: 
 
Clearly the compromises necessary to achieve a two-state solution will not be easy, and 

 
you with  
 
President Barack Obama  
A quote from President Obama at the 2013 UN General Assembly, discussing the security 
imperative of reaching a two-state solution: 
 
Already, Israeli and Palestinian leaders have demonstrated a willingness to take significant 

political risks. President Abbas has put aside efforts to short-cut the pursuit of peace and 
come to the negotiating table. Prime Minister Netanyahu has released Palestinian prisoners 

 willing 
to take risks as well. Friends of Israel, including the United States, must recognize that 
Israel
Palestinian state, and we should say so clearly. Arab states, and those who supported the 
Palestinians, must recognize that stability will only be served through a two-state solution 

 
 
Brigadier General (ret.) Israela Oron  
 
Once upon a time when we thought that winning all the battles will create security for Israel 

here. We 

The only country that we can trust with our security and other concerns that we have is the 
United States. A true patriot of Israel seeks peace and the Jews in America should join this 
call for peace in the Middle East and in Israel because this is what it means to be a true 

Palestinian state.  
 
Colonel (ret.) Shaul Arieli  
 

 and the Palestinians maybe 
as part of the Arab Peace Initiate than to keep here and there a few square kilometers in the 
territories.  
 
Thank everyone for being part of the discussion and encourage them to find out more about 
the organizations and resources on the handout.  
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FAQ 
 
Note to the facilitator: If a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say 

 
 
What does J Street envision as the security arrangements of a two-state solution? 
 

 Robust and verifiable security arrangements are essential to any future peace 
agreements. 

 J Street unequivocally condemns all acts of terror and violence perpetrated by any 
state or any non-state actor against the State of Israel or its people and recognizes 
the fundamental right of Israel to take action to prevent and address acts of terror 
and violence. 

 J Street will support efforts to hold the Palestinians to their commitments to prevent 
terror and violence that target Israel and its citizens. We believe that President 
Obama and Members of Congress are correct to call on the Palestinians to fully 
comply with their obligations to crack down on violence and incitement. 

 If requested to do so by the parties, the US should consider being part of an 
international deployment to oversee and support the implementation of security 
agreements.  

 
For additional FAQs about the Security presentation,  
see www.ispeacepossible.com and click on the Discussions tab.  
 

,  
visit www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions
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IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 
SECURITY 

Program Handout 
 
Is it possible for Israelis and Palestinians to reach an agreement on security arrangements 
for a two-state solution? This program features a multimedia presentation on security, 
produced by the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. Watch 
the presentation and discuss what it will take to reach a two-state solution.  
 
LEARN MORE and GET INVOLVED: 
 
J Street 
www.jstreet.org 
J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans fighting for the future of 

democratic character depend on a two-state solution, resulting in a Palestinian state living 
alongside Israel in peace and security. 
 
Is Peace Possible? 
www.ispeacepossible.com 
View interactive presentations and find further resources on four key issues in a negotiated 
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Borders, Security, Refugees and Jerusalem. 
Produced by the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. 
 
S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace  
www.centerpeace.org 
 
The Atlantic  
www.theatlantic.com  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.centerpeace.org/
http://www.theatlantic.com/
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IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 
SECURITY 
Key Points 

 
The following is a summary of key points from the Is Peace Possible security presentation. 
The video can be found here: http://www.theatlantic.com/special-report/is-peace-possible/ 
 
Security is the foundation of any successful effort to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. 

 
ISRAELI CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Israel 
must be able to defend itself. 
 
PALESTINIAN CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Security measures must not inhibit the establishment of a sovereign, contiguous and viable 
Palestinian state, as well as human rights like freedom of movement within that sovereign 
state. 
 
KEY QUESTION 
 
Can adequate security measures for Israel be implemented that are consistent with the 
establishment of a sovereign, contiguous and viable Palestinian state? 
 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 
Restrictions and obligations on Palestinians 
 

 Non-militarization of the Palestinian state 

 Restrictions on type and amount of arms, ammunition and military equipment allowed 
into the Palestinian state 

 Prohibited from entering into military alliances with countries hostile to Israel 

 Maintain adequate infrastructure along Jordanian and Egyptian borders to prevent 
smuggling and unauthorized entry 

 Concrete steps and accountability mechanisms to end incitement to violence 
 
Oversight mechanisms necessary 
 

 Multinational force deployed to the future Palestinian state to monitor compliance 
with treaty parameters and secure borders with Egypt and Jordan; facilitate access to 
Jewish religious and historic sites within the new Palestinian state 
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 Phasing Israeli withdrawal of troops and conditioning each phase on effectiveness of 
Palestinian and multinational forces 

 
Ways for Israel to defend itself without occupying the West Bank 
 

 Access Palestinian airspace (Palestinians consider this to be an infringement on their 
sovereignty) 

 Early warning stations in West Bank with limited territorial footprint 

 Perimeter barrier secured by Israeli forces and surveillance to mitigate risks of a 
West Bank-Gaza corridor 

 Joint Israeli-Palestinian control of electromagnetic spectrum 

 Israeli-Palestinian security cooperation 
 


