
 
 

IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 
REFUGEES 

Program Guide for Facilitators 
 

Given ongoing shifts on the ground, please consult with your regional staff before presenting 
this program, to ensure that it is the most updated version and that it accurately reflects 

current events. 
 
Is it possible for Israelis and Palestinians to resolve the Palestinian refugee crisis while 
preserving Israel as a Jewish State? J Street believes it is. This program will delve into 
refugees, one of the four core issues in the negotiations. Companion programs address 
borders, Jerusalem and security. 
  
This program features a multimedia presentation on refugees, produced by the S. Daniel 
Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. Watch the 12-minute presentation 
online at www.ispeacepossible.com  and discuss what it will take to reach a two-state 
solution.  
 
Note: This guide was developed by J Street, the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans. 

eated specifically for J Street.  
 
IN THIS GUIDE 

 Basics (audience, time, materials, prep) 
 Running the Program 

 Introduction (15 min) 
 Part I: Watching the presentation (15 min) 
 Part II: One-on-one discussion (10 min) 
 Part III: Group discussion (20 min) 
 Closing (5 min) 

 FAQ 
 Program Handout 
 Key Points (optional supplement)   

 
SUGGESTED AUDIENCE 

 5-40 participants who are connected to Israel or interested in learning more about 
resolving the conflict. This program can be used in adult education, religious school 
classrooms, house meetings, etc.  

 
SUGGESTED FORMAT 

 The program should be led by a facilitator. Participants should be seated and be able 
to view the screening of the presentation.  

 
TIME 

 65-minute program 
 
MATERIALS 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
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 Laptop/internet/screen to show the presentation or DVD/DVD player/screen 
 Handouts (see end of packet) 
 Key Points (you may wish to make copies available to participants or just have a 

copy on hand for yourself) 
 
FACILITATOR PREP 

 Watch the presentations at www.ispeacepossible.com 
section 

 Familiarize yourself with the FAQ in this packet 
 Review the chapter outline and key points summary no need to commit it to 

memory! This is just a tool you may refer to if desired. 
 
Tech tip: be sure to pre-load the streaming content so it plays smoothly during the program. 
 
INTRODUCTION (15 min) 
 

 
Facilitator welcomes everyone and starts off the introductions. 
based on the program size, everyone goes around the room or breaks into small groups to 
introduce themselves and discuss why they came to the event. Facilitator thanks everyone 
for being here. 
 

 
Facilitator tells a brief story about why s/he cares about Israel and resolving the conflict. 
 
Facilitator explains: 
  

 The majority of Israelis and Palestinians want a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.1  

 However, many are skeptical that a two-state solution can be achieved. Many 
wonder how close Israelis and Palestinians are to coming to an agreement and 
whether their differences are reconcilable.  

 -state solution. 
We will be watching a presentation that assesses whether there are options for a 
solution to the Palestinian refugee issue within the context of a two-state solution, 
given the demands of the Israelis and Palestinians.  

 
PART I: WATCHING THE PRESENTATION (15 min) 

 
Facilitator introduces the presentation: 
 

 This discussion program is brought to us by J Street, the political home for pro-Israel, 
pro-  

                                                 
1 See http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-
1.297196 and www.fafo.no 
 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-1.297196
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/poll-most-palestinians-want-peace-with-israel-1.297196
http://www.fafo.no/
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 character depend on a two-state solution, resulting in a Palestinian state living 
 alongside Israel in peace and security. 

 The S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic have created 
 

 Each presentation focuses on one of four contentious issues in peace negotiations: 
borders, refugees, Jerusalem and security 

 Ea

determine that for themselves based on the information provided. 

 Today we will be watchi Refugees iability of 
a two-state solution where the resolution of the Palestinian refugee crisis allows for 
the preservation of Israel as a Jewish state. 

 
Show the Refugee presentation from www.theatlantic.com/is-peace-possible (the 
video will stream straight through at this link, whereas on www.ispeacepossible.com there 
are interactive clicking features).  
 
PART II: ONE-ON-ONE DISCUSSION (10 min) 

 
Break into groups of two and discuss the video thoughts, emotions and observations. This 
will allow for a chance to voice individual reactions before the group discussion. 
 
PART III: GROUP DISCUSSION (20 min) 
 
Would anyone like to share any overall reactions or observations? What did you learn? Did 
anything surprise you? 
(Sample answer/point to lift up: It is possible find a just solution to the Palestinian refugee 
issue through a two-state solution) 
 
What do you think will be the most important compromise on refugees? Why?  
 

 in this presentation, do you think a negotiated two-state solution 
is achievable? Why or why not? 
 
What do you think it will take for Israelis and Palestinians to reach a negotiated agreement 
on the Palestinian refugee issue in a two-state solution? 
(Sample answer/point to lift up: Compromise and the recognition that a two-state solution is 
the only way to achieve a practical and just resolution to the refugee situation)  
 
As Americans, what can we do to advocate for a two-state solution? What do you want to do 
next? 
(Sample answer/point to lift up: Raise our voices, reach out to Congress) 
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Note to the facilitator: If a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say 

get back to you on 
 

 
CLOSING (5 min) 
 
Offer a closing thought, and leave the group with one of the following quotes: 

Clearly the compromises necessary to achieve a two-state solution will not be easy, and 
on whether they are possible. 

you with  
 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas  
Referring to the town he lived in prior to 1948:  
 

  
 
Dr. Khalil Shikaki, Director of the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research 
In response to a survey in which more than 4000 Palestinians were asked where they would 
choose to live if allowed to exercise a right of return2: 
 
The overwhelming majority wanted to live in a Palestinian state; only a small minority 

wanted to live in the state of Israel. That minority that wanted to have the state of Israel as 
the place of permanent residency was only 10 percent. But even in those 10 percent, only 
10 percent of them wanted to have Israeli citizenship or Israeli passports. Ninety percent of 
those who wanted to have Israel as a permanent place of residence said that they would 
rather have a Palestinian citizenship and a Palestinian passport.  
 
President Bill Clinton  
 
A solution will have to be found for the Palestinian refugees who have suffered a great 

safely and proudly call home. All Palestinian refugees who wish to live in this homeland 
should have the right to do so. All others who want to find new homes, whether in their 
current locations or in third countries, should be able to do so, consistent with those 
countries' sovereign decisions. And that includes Israel. All refugees should receive 
compensation from the international community for their losses, and assistance in building 
new lives.  
 
Thank everyone for being part of the discussion and encourage them to find out more about 
the organizations and resources on the handout. 
 
  

                                                 
2 http://www.npr.org/programs/atc/transcripts/2003/jul/030714.shikaki.html 
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FAQ 
 
Note to the facilitator: If a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say 

 
  
How does J Street envision a resolution to the Palestinian refugee issue in a two-state 
solution? 
 
J Street believes in parameters of the two-state solution that are consistent with the 
international consensus and drawing on previous proposals made by both parties within the 
past decade, to which proposals for resolving the refugee issue should conform: 
 

 The refugee issue should be negotiated and resolved as part of an agreement 
between and endorsed by both people 

 J Street would support the approach discussed in many commonly accepted models 
of a two-state solution, in which the vast majority of refugees would be resettled 
outside the internationally recognized borders of Israel while receiving compensation 

 
For additional FAQs about the Refugee presentation,  
see www.ispeacepossible.com and click on the Discussions tab.  
 

,  
visit www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions  
 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions
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IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 
REFUGEES 

Program Handout 
 
Is it possible for Israelis and Palestinians to reach an agreement on a solution for the 
Palestinian refugee issue? This program features a multimedia presentation on refugees, 
produced by the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. Watch 
the presentation and discuss what it will take to reach a two-state solution.  
 
LEARN MORE and GET INVOLVED: 
 
J Street 
www.jstreet.org 
J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans fighting for the future of 

democratic character depend on a two-state solution, resulting in a Palestinian state living 
alongside Israel in peace and security. 
 
Is Peace Possible? 
www.ispeacepossible.com 
View interactive presentations and find further resources on four key issues in a negotiated 
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Borders, Security, Refugees and Jerusalem. 
Produced by the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace and The Atlantic. 
 
S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace  
www.centerpeace.org 
 
The Atlantic  
www.theatlantic.com  
 
 

http://www.ispeacepossible.com/
http://www.centerpeace.org/
http://www.theatlantic.com/
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IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 
REFUGEES 
Key Points 

 
The following is a summary of key points from the Is Peace Possible presentation on 
refugees. The video can be found here: http://www.theatlantic.com/special-report/is-peace-
possible/ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the conclusion of the Arab-Israeli War of 1948-49, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
were unable to return to their homes and property within the state of Israel. Palestinians 
argue that the refugees were either forced from their homes by Israelis or fled due to fear, 
while Israelis argue that most Palestinians left of their own accord or were encouraged to do 
so by invading Arab armies.  

 
PALESTINIAN DEMANDS 
 

 Israeli recognition of responsibility for creating the refugee crisis 

 Israeli recognition of the right of return 

 Citizenship, choice of a permanent place of residence and compensation for all 
refugees and their descendants 

 
ISRAELI DEMANDS 
 

 Refuse to recognize responsibility for creation or perpetuation of the Palestinian 
refugee crisis 

 No recognition of right of return 

 Insist that Palestinians recognize Israel as a Jewish state and homeland of the 
Jewish people 

 Any refugee package must be an end of claims 

 
KEY QUESTION 
 
Is there a deal that can resolve the Palestinian refugee crisis while preserving Israel as a 
Jewish state? 
 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 
Citizenship 
 

 Offer all refugees the option of citizenship in the new state of Palestine 

 Proposals for residence of refugees: 
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 Resettlement in new state of Palestine, other countries, and Israel (a limited 
) 

 Rehabilitation at the sovereign discretion of the host countries 

 Compensation for refugee status and lost property 
 
International fund 
 

 An agreed Israeli contribution to an international fund designated for Palestinian 
resettlement and rehabilitation programs could symbolically address and possibly 
substitute for Israeli recognition of responsibility. 

 The value of assets located in the settlements Israel would leave complete in the 
 

 
Administrative mechanism 
 

 An effective mechanism would be needed to manage the plan of resettlement, 
rehabilitation and compensation possible choices include: 

 The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

 The new Palestinian government 

 A newly-established international agency composed of representatives of the two 
parties, regional stakeholders and international members 

 
ELEMENTS OF AGREEMENT 
 

 State that it satisfies refugee parameters of all relevant UN solutions, as a way to 
preclude any future claims by the Palestinians 

 State that it satisfies refugee parameters of the Arab Peace Initiative, therefore 
allowing the full implementation  

 Mandate the phased dismantling of UNWRA 

 
 
 
 
 


