
 
 

Reflections on Peace: From Intention to Action 
 

 
 
Rosh Hashanah 
Kavanah - Intention - Refocusing 
 
 
On Rosh Hashanah it is written... - Unetaneh Tokef 
 
Rosh Hashanah is the opening; it is the time of intention setting. As we mark the beginning of another 
year, we use the two days of Rosh Hashanah to refocus on those things in our lives to which we wish 
to pay the closest attention. 
 
 
… if one were passing behind a synagogue, or if one's house was close to a synagogue, and he 
heard the sound of the shofar, or the reading of the megillah, if he listened with intention, he has 
fulfilled his obligation; but if not, he has not carried out his duty. Though the former heard and the 
latter heard, one listened with intention and the other did not listen with intention. - Mishnah Rosh 
Hashanah 3:7 
 
 
The tradition teaches that without the proper intention, or kavanah, our work during these Days of 
Awe loses its meaning. In order to be able to manifest the change we seek to make in the coming 
year, we must be of properly-focused mind, and we must dedicate ourselves to the work that is to 
come. 
 
 
There is no alternative to a two-state solution. It remains the only way for Israel to remain a Jewish 
homeland and remain democratic. American Jews understand this too. But we all need to stand up 
now and make our voices heard, otherwise the opportunity may be lost. And that would be a tragedy. 
- MK Adi Koll, Yesh Atid  
 
Just as it is our own responsibility to decide to hear the sound of the shofar, we must decide to work 
for peace. Our path to peace begins with a choice. The call for peace is being sounded. Today, 
decide to hear it. 
 
 

 
 



Yom Kippur 
Teshuvah - Self Scrutiny and Change 
 
 
… And on Yom Kippur it is sealed. - Unetaneh Tokef 
 
 
The process of change requires a return to the self. Once we have decided to devote ourselves to a 
cause, we must look inside for the answers as to how to act.  
 
 
Teshuvah does not come only from reconciliation, forgiveness, or by way of absolution between 
fellow humans--for these are means to remove anger and return back to the status quo, and bring 
with them no necessity to create a new world, the world of Teshuvah. Rather, the meaning of 
Teshuvah is a positive, renewed reality… - Rabbi Shalom Noah Berezovsky  
 
 
In order to change, we must be able to see the world of the future as a different world from the one in 
which we live. Past experiences are a guide, but cannot be the sole determining factor of our vision of 
the future. The time comes in all of our lives when we have to choose between doing what we have 
always done, or making a change for the sake of the future. 
 
 
… sometimes prime ministers are forced to make decisions that go against public opinion - when the 
issue is important for the country. - Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
 
 
There are times when we are forced to confront ourselves, when we have searched the depths of our 
souls for the truth and found something different than we were expecting. Teshuvah is the return to 
the true self--the ability to make difficult choices, to put aside our fears and doubts. It is the challenge 
to create the world we want to see. If we truly wish to see a world of peace, we must decide clearly 
that it is our goal. We must change our reality to one where we do not simply pray for peace, we 
actively pursue it.  
 
 

 
 
 
Sukkot 
Emunah - Faith 
 
 
When our ancestors left Egypt they took off for the wilderness without any surety of what their future 
would bring. The only thing they knew for sure was that it was better than their present, and that they 
had to take action if they were to change their reality. It took emunah, faith, for them to leave Egypt 
and create a new life. It was not always easy; there were bumps along the road, yet their faith in the 
immense value and ultimate success of their mission led them forward.  
 
 



Faith comes over us like a force urging for action... Its power is revealed when [the human being] is 
able to exercise defiance in the face of adversity. - Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
 
 
When faith is properly cultivated it gives us the ability to do that which once seemed impossible. Faith 
allows us to live a life that is optimistic, a life that is unwilling to be held back by fear or doubt. 
 
 
If you will it, it is no dream; and if you do not will it, a dream it is and a dream it will stay. - Theodor 
Herzl 
 
 
This will that Herzl spoke of is faith, an internal motivation to bring a dream to reality. From 
kavanah/intention comes emunah/faith. To make peace, we must truly believe that it is possible. And 
once we have such a will, we must do all that it takes to bring our dream to reality. Today, our dream 
is an Israel that lives in peace and security. We must will that dream into reality. 
 
 

 
 
Simchat Torah 
Asiyah - Doing 
 
 
Simchat Torah celebrates the simultaneous end and beginning of the torah cycle. Though we never 
forget the Torah we have already read, as we dance with the scrolls we understand that there is only 
one way to move in life - forward. 
 
 
Why was the world created with the letter bet? Just as the bet is closed on three sides and open only 
in front, so you are not permitted to investigate what is above the heavens, and what is below the 
deep, what is before the six days of creation and what is to happen after the world’s existence. You 
are permitted to explore only from the time the world was created and thereafter, namely the world we 
live in. - Bereshit Rabbah 1:10 
 
 
How can the Torah begin with the second letter of the alphabet? The question posed by this midrash 
is profound; how can this be the beginning if there was something that came before it? Despite our 
best intentions, past experiences, old wounds, and painful memories, all have the ability to keep us 
frozen in time. As our final step in this season of transformation, we must redouble our efforts to 
remain forward focused in our actions. We must heed the advice of the beginning of the Torah, to 
recognize that there is a past, but keep our gaze pointed ahead. 
 
 
So no one has a stronger voice in this than the American Jewish community. You can play a critical 
part in ensuring Israel’s long-term security. And as President Obama said in Jerusalem, leaders will 
take bold steps only if their people push them to. You can help shape the future of this process... 
 
 



So I ask you today, send the message that you are behind this hopeful vision of what can be. Let your 
leaders and your neighbors alike know that you understand this will be a tough process with tough 
decisions, but that you’re ready to back the leaders who make them. For your children, do this; for 
your grandchildren, do this; for Israeli children and Palestinian children and for Israel, let them know 
that you stand behind negotiations that will lead to two states for two peoples living side-by-side in 
peace and security, and that you are part of the great constituency for peace. 
 
 
Let the world know that when the next generation of soldiers stand on Masada’s mountaintop, when 
they yell that ancient oath across that chasm, the vast expanses of their homeland – “Am Yisrael 
Chai” – when they say that, that they too will hear the echoes of past generations just as I heard 
them, and that they will know that as the echoes ring in their ears, the oath rings truer than ever. - 
Secretary John Kerry 
 
 
To move forward, we must be like the letter bet, looking to the future and open to whatever it may 
bring. 
 
 

 
 


