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But Why Not   
By Jeremy Ben-Ami, J Street Founder and President 
 
Rosh Hashanah is the perfect time to contemplate what it means to start afresh – in our lives personally 
and in the work of J Street to bring peace and security to Israel and the Middle East.  
 
I have always found it a little frustrating that – when thinking about starting over – there’s so much 
“can’t” in the world, and not enough “why not?” We’ve all heard the litany of reasons why Middle East 
peace can’t happen.  How there are no partners.  How everything was tried ten years ago and it failed.  
 
Maybe it’s just a personal quirk, but I don’t like being told a problem isn’t solvable, or a goal unattainable.  
 
Coming up with reasons not to take chances is easy. Passing the buck, pinning the blame on someone 
else, saying you can’t – those are all easy. But, trying and failing is no excuse for not starting again.  
 
We tell our children to get back in the saddle when they fall off a bike and to get back in the batter’s box 
when they swing and miss. Why do we accept anything less as adults – in matters as important as life 
and death, war and peace? 
 
Beginning anew this New Year means refusing to accept things as they are in the Middle East.  
 
J Street has never taken ‘no’ for an answer.  We believe renewed negotiations between Israelis 
and Palestinians – led by President Obama – can end the conflict in a two-state solution.  
 
And our job is to give the President and his team both the support and the push they need to make a 
fresh start and to show the determination to see it through.   
 
The High Holidays this year come at a critical time for Israel and the peace process. 
 
Will direct negotiations get underway after months of delay?  Will Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
resume settlement construction when the so-called settlement “chill” expires on September 26? Will 
President Obama pursue a bold approach to regional peace that takes the initiative away from Iran? 
 
Each day that passes while these questions are answered in the negative, the chances of a two-state 
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict diminish.  So too do our hopes for Israel, the Palestinian 
people and the Middle East. If we do not act decisively now to push for a new beginning, another 
generation may be lost to violence, bloodshed and tears. 
 
New beginnings demand that we dream a better future and relentlessly ask why not. 
 
And success requires hard work to ensure that the power of good, of hope and of peace overcome the 
daunting power of the status quo.  
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A Prayer for Healing  
by Rabbi Julie Saxe-Taller, Co-Chair, J Street Rabbinic Cabinet 

 During this season of return to our deepest values, as we keep Israelis and 
Palestinians in mind, what prayer for healing shall we offer?   
 
Can we go beyond praying words for peace but feeling despair in our hearts?  Can we 
go beyond justifying one side and blaming the other?   
 
As we ask all of the parties to the conflict to re-examine how they contribute to it, can we 
go so far as to see ourselves as among these parties, to see that this conflict is not far 
from us?   
 
Torah teaches us that our wisdom, the instruction we receive from our Deepest Source, 
is neither in the heavens nor beyond the sea, but very close to us, in our mouths and our 
hearts. In this case, while the conflict is so close and so painful to us, we often feel that 
its solution is across the sea.  And yet, so do the Israeli and Palestinian leadership often 
speak and act as if resolution is not in their hands but far from them.  It is easy to locate 
the need for change in others, yet more fruitful to seek what we can do.  
  
Can we, Jews of the United States, reach into ourselves for the strength to be part of the 
slow process of creating the conditions that will, at last, make peace possible?  Can our 
prayer for healing be both for healing of those far away and for ourselves, so that we 
remember to act from the most powerful wisdom of our tradition?   
 
Talmud teaches that among the work that has no measure is that of bringing peace 
among people.  What does it mean that it has no measure?  Not simply that it is never 
done, but perhaps that such work must be done not at arms length but with our entire 
selves.  
  
Mi sheberach avotenu v’imotenu, You who blessed our ancestors, give us strength as 
we reach to be part of a solution for all those living in Israel and Palestine.  
 


