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Purpose 

To engage with Haaretz columnist Bradley Burston’s thoughtful perspectives on American Jews’ 
relationship to Israel. 

 

About Bradley Burston 

Bradley Burston is a columnist for Israel's Haaretz Newspaper, and Senior Editor of Haaretz.com. During 
the first Palestinian uprising, he served as Gaza correspondent for the Jerusalem Post, and was the 
paper's military correspondent in the 1991 Gulf War. In the mid-1990s he covered Israeli-Arab peace talks 
for Reuters. He is a recipient of the Eliav-Sartawi Award for Mideast Journalism, presented at the United 
Nations in 2006.  Burston was born and raised in Los Angeles. After graduating from UC Berkeley, he 
moved to Israel, where he was part of a group which established Kibbutz Gezer. Burston served in the 
IDF as a combat medic, later studying medicine in Be'er Sheva for two years before turning to journalism.  
 

 

Materials  

• DVD (please email programs@jstreet.org at least one month in advance of the program to 
request DVD) 

• Facilitator Guide 
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PROGRAM OUTLINE 

Intros (about 10 min) 

• Welcome: General welcome, encourage an open and respectful conversation 

• Who’s in the room: Each participant briefly states what brings her/him to care about the 
future of Israel and the Middle East (or do in groups of 2-3) 

• Introduce the program:  

o We will watch clips of Bradley Burston on a J Street lecture tour in Seattle, WA, in 
October 2010 and engage in discussion.  

o Burston makes the case that American Jews have an important role to play in 
securing Israel’s future as a Jewish, democratic homeland. 

o He says: “Israel belongs to everyone who loves it. And everyone who loves Israel 
is profoundly affected by what goes on there, even if they live here.” 

o Burston’s bio: 

Bradley Burston is a columnist for Israel's Haaretz Newspaper, and Senior Editor of 
Haaretz.com. During the first Palestinian uprising, he served as Gaza correspondent for 
the Jerusalem Post, and was the paper's military correspondent in the 1991 Gulf War. In 
the mid-1990s he covered Israeli-Arab peace talks for Reuters. He is a recipient of the 
Eliav-Sartawi Award for Mideast Journalism, presented at the United Nations in 2006.  
Burston was born and raised in Los Angeles. After graduating from UC Berkeley, he 
moved to Israel, where he was part of a group which established Kibbutz Gezer. Burston 
served in the IDF as a combat medic, later studying medicine in Be'er Sheva for two 
years before turning to journalism.  
 

o Note that Burston starts his talk by posing a series of questions and attempting to 
answer them each in a sentence.  We’ll join him on question #7. 

Watch (about 25 min) 

Full talk available here: http://vimeo.com/23282558 

DVD includes the following clips: 

• Track 1: On Jews worldwide and Israel 8 min 

• Track 2: On young people disconnecting from Israel 6.5 min 

• Track 3: On why Israelis are turning to the right 3 min 

• Track 4: On the urgency for Israel 2 min 



J Street ì 
Israela Oron: Facilitator Guide for Video Screening Israela Oron: Facilitator Guide for Video Screening 
 

J Street is the political home for pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans. 
www.jstreet.org 

• Track 5: On doing the right thing 3.5 min 

Note: According to Jewish tradition, patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 
matriarchs Sarah, Rebecca and Leah are buried in Hebron. Today Hebron is a 
city in the West Bank with a small, extremist group of Jewish settlers and a large 
Palestinian population. 

Discuss (about 30 min) 

Split into small groups with designated facilitators, or if the gathering is small, hold a facilitated 
discussion in the full group. 

• General reflections: What struck you most?  Did anything surprise you? 

• Love and criticism: Burston talks about an Israeli official from the early 1990s who 
asked US Jews to bite their tongues about settlement construction when Prime Minister 
Shamir was in power but later encouraged them to create an uproar against the 
peacemaking efforts of Prime Minister Rabin. In other words, as Burston puts it “you 
can’t criticize Israel unless you agree with me.”  Do you believe it is appropriate for 
American Jews to criticize policies of the Israeli government?  How do you distinguish 
between appropriate and inappropriate criticism?  How do you personally express your 
love, and at times your critiques, in relation to Israel? 

• Urgency of two states: Burston warns that in the absence of a two-state resolution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Israel will cease to be a Jewish and democratic state. 
Clearly, it is the parties that will have to come to a negotiated agreement.  However, we 
have an important role to play; as Americans and as Jews, what can we do to help bring 
about a peaceful resolution to the conflict? 

 

Note to the facilitator: if a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say, “let’s 
look into that after the program,” or “I’m not sure, I’d be happy to get back to you on that.” 
 

For information about J Street’s policy positions,  
visit www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions 
 

Wrap-up 

• Optional closing go-around: what are you taking away from today’s discussion? 

• Encourage participants to continue the conversation, learn more about the issues, get 
involved in J Street, etc. 


