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Purpose 

• To engage with Ami Ayalon’s powerful perspectives on the importance of a two-state 
solution for Israel’s future 

 

About Ami Ayalon 

Admiral (ret.) Ami Ayalon is a former member of the Knesset for the Labor Party. He was 
previously head of the Shin Bet, Israel’s secret service, and commander-in-chief of the Navy. As 
a Member of Knesset, Ayalon served on the Knesset Foreign Affairs & Defense, Ethics, State 
Control, Labor, Welfare, & Health, and Foreign Workers Committees. He came in second to 
Ehud Barak in a Labor party leadership election in June 2007, and was appointed a Minister 
without Portfolio in September 2007. Ayalon co-founded Blue White Future, an organization that 
seeks to help resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of a “two states for two 
peoples” solution by facilitating the relocation of settlers so that all Israel’s citizens reside within 
secure permanent borders that guarantee a Jewish majority. He is featured in Dror Moreh’s 
2012 film, The Gatekeepers. 

 

Materials 

• DVD (please email programs@jstreet.org at least one month in advance of the program to 
request DVD) 

• Facilitator Guide 

• Optional: Theme Questions slips (below) 
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Intros (about 10 min) 

• General welcome, encourage an open and respectful conversation 

• Each participant briefly states what brings her/him to care about the future of Israel and 
the Middle East (or do in groups of 2-3) 

 

Watch core section (about 20 min) 

• Jeremy on J Street & Ayalon (Track 1: 3 min) 

• Ayalon on Zionism and the existential necessity of two states (Track 2: 12 min) 

• Importance of American leadership (Track 3: 3 min) 

 

Discussion questions (about 20-30 min) 

• What struck you most?  Did anything surprise you? 

• Ayalon emphasizes the existential need for a Palestinian state next to Israel.  While a 
high degree of consensus exists around the two-state solution, various leaders and 
organizations differ in the sense of urgency.  Do you believe such a resolution is an 
urgent necessity, and if so what makes it so critical to achieve in the near future? 

• Ayalon says that “Israel is a state of the Jewish people whether you are citizens or not.”  
If the Jewish Diaspora has a stake in Israel’s future and Israel also has a need for the 
Diaspora, what do you see as the role of American Jews in relating to Israel?  When, if 
ever, is public criticism appropriate? 

 

Optional: Watch additional themes (about 25 min total) 

• Security and weakening Hamas (51:40 – 57:15) 6 min 

• Regional approach to Iran & Connection of Jews worldwide (57:36 – 1:05:27) 8 min 

• Israel’s isolation in the world community (15:32 – 17:53) 2 min  

• Lessons from the Gaza disengagement (1:17:42 – 1:25:37) 8 min 
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Optional: Theme questions 

Participants each choose a theme and go to that part of the room and discuss it further. (See 
below for Theme Questions slips to hand out.) 

• Security & weakening Hamas: Ayalon argues that the way to weaken Hamas is to make 
credible progress towards the establishment of a Palestinian state. What do you think is 
the most effective way to marginalize the extremists and empower the moderates? 

• Iran: Could an end to the Israeli-Palestinian and Arab-Israeli conflicts affect Israel’s 
ability to address the threat of Iran?  What did you think of Ayalon’s assertion that 
Israel’s military actions affect the well-being of Jews around the world: “We are together 
in this ship, whether we like it or not.  We [Israelis] will not pay the price alone; you 
[American Jews] are paying it every day with us.” 

• Israel’s isolation in the world community: What can be done about the growing gulf 
between world opinion and the perceptions of many Israelis? 

• Lessons from the Gaza disengagement: What lessons would you take away from the 
results of Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from Gaza? 

 

Note to the facilitator: if a question comes up that you cannot answer, feel free to say, “let’s 
look into that after the program,” or “I’m not sure, I’d be happy to get back to you on that.” 
 

For information about J Street’s policy positions,  
visit www.jstreet.org/policy/policy-positions 
 

Wrap-up 

• Optional closing go-around: what are you taking away from today’s discussion? 

• Encourage participants to continue the conversation, learn more about the issues, get 
involved in J Street, etc. 
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Theme Questions  
Optional. Cut along dotted lines. Then hand out to groups that would like to talk about each 
theme. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Security & weakening Hamas 

Ayalon argues that the way to weaken Hamas is to make credible progress 
towards the establishment of a Palestinian state. What do you think is the 
most effective way to marginalize the extremists and empower the 
moderates? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Iran 

Could an end to the Israeli-Palestinian and Arab-Israeli conflicts affect 
Israel’s ability to address the threat of Iran?   

What did you think of Ayalon’s assertion that Israel’s military actions affect 
the well-being of Jews around the world: “We are together in this ship, 
whether we like it or not.  We [Israelis] will not pay the price alone; you 
[American Jews] are paying it every day with us.” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Israel’s isolation in the world community 

What can be done about the growing gulf between world opinion and the 
perceptions of many Israelis? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lessons from the Gaza disengagement 

What lessons would you take away from the results of Israel’s unilateral 
withdrawal from Gaza? 


