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Part I: Four Generations of Zionists 

 

 Personal history. Jeremy Ben Ami’s grandparents helped to found Tel Aviv, and his 

father fought in the Irgun for the creation of the State of Israel.  Now as founder and 

president of J Street, Ben-Ami is working towards achieving a two-state solution to the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  In what ways is he continuing their legacy, and in what ways 

is he paving a different path? 

 

 What’s your story?  How did/do your parents and grandparents relate to Israel and 

Zionism?  In what ways do you continue on their path and in what ways do you 

depart from it? 

 

 

 

Part II: The Rulebook 

 

 Politics. While working in US politics, Ben-Ami encountered a “rulebook” governing 

what American political leaders say and do about Israel.  Why does he find the rulebook 

so problematic?  

 

 When have you seen this dynamic play out in US politics?  Give a specific example.  

What are the costs of having such a “rulebook,” and are there benefits? 

 

 Community. Ben-Ami points out that while debate and dissent are core Jewish values, 

differing views on Israel within the American Jewish community are often silenced.  In 

your opinion, what accounts for this contradiction? 

 

 When have you experienced this dynamic and how did it affect your community?  

Give a specific example.  What do you think needs to happen in order for the Jewish 

community to have a more open conversation about Israel? 

 



 Rewriting the Rules. Ben-Ami offers four principles to guide a fresh approach in 

American politics and the American Jewish community with regards to Israel: 

 

1. Supporting and loving Israel should be more than a simple yes-or-no proposition. 

It should be a meaningful relationship filled with hugging and wrestling, 

questioning and arguing. 

 

2. Being pro-Israel should not require accepting everything Israel’s government 

says on its face or pledging unquestioning loyalty to the policies of the 

government of Israel. 

 

3. The American Jewish community should ally with those whose values we share 

and be wary of selling out our values in an effort to grow the base of Americans 

supporting Israel. 

 

4. Not every “pro” requires an “anti.” 

 

What resonates with you here?  Would you change anything?  What challenges do you 

foresee in rewriting the rules, and how can these challenges be addressed? 

 

 

 

Part III: Fulfilling the Dream 

 

 Why two states, why now. In this section, Ben-Ami lays out three reasons why a two-

state solution is so crucial and urgent.  First, it is the only way for Israel to be a Jewish 

democracy in the long term.  Second, resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is in the 

US national interest.  Finally, Jewish values inform a belief in the need for dignity and 

self-determination for Palestinians.  Which reasons do you find most compelling, and 

why? 

 

 What will you do to help write the next chapter of history? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Get involved in the pro-Israel, pro-peace movement!  Visit www.jstreet.org. 

 

http://www.jstreet.org/

