
 

    

Settlements Quiz 
 
1. What is a settlement?   

A. A large amount of money that allowed 
my ex-spouse to buy a BMW  
B. Israeli civilian communities built in 
territory gained in the 1967 war  
C. There is no definition for this term  

 
2. Who said on November 5, 2010 that 
“Netanyahu’s refusal to extend the settlement 
freeze is hurting Israel?” 
 A. President Barack Obama  
 B. Kadima leader Tzipi Livni  
 C. Youth sensation Justin Bieber  
 D. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton  
 
3. Why do people move to settlements?  

A. Some want to improve their quality of 
life and the settlements provide cheap 
housing  
B. Some believe living there will bring the 
Messiah faster  
C. Some like the ability to create 
segregated, exclusive Orthodox 
communities  
D. All the above  

 
4. How do the settlements receive funding? 

A. Direct funding from the Israeli 
government 
B. Indirect funding from the Israeli 
government  
C. Outside donations, including non-profit 
organizations in the US  
D. All the above  

 
5.  What was the 10-month moratorium on 
settlements that expired in September 2010?   

A. The what what on the what what?  
B. A full freeze of all settlement building 
after November 2009  
C. A partial freeze that allowed a number 
of exceptions, including construction that 
was already underway and building in 
East Jerusalem  

 
 
 
 

6. Approximately what percentage of East 
Jerusalem’s population is Jewish?  
 A. 35%  
 B. 64%  
 C. 42% 
 D. 18%  
 
7.  In 1976, the UN Ambassador for which country 

said, “The presence of these settlements is 
seen by my government as an obstacle to the 
success of the negotiation for a just and final 
peace between Israel and its neighbors”? 

 A. Egypt  
 B. Saudi Arabia  
 C. The US 
 
8. Under the 2003 “Roadmap” plan, Israel agreed 
to: 

A. Dismantle settlement outposts  
B. Partially freeze settlements, allowing 
for “natural growth,” and dismantle 
settlement outposts  
C. Completely freeze settlements and 
immediately dismantle settlement 
outposts that were constructed after 
March 2001 

 
9. Which American administration(s) have 
opposed Israeli settlements in the occupied 
territories?  

A. The Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, 
Reagan, H.W. Bush, Clinton, Bush, and 
Obama administrations  
B. The Obama administration 
C. La la la I can’t hear you!  

 
10.  What is J Street’s position on the 
settlements?  

A. Settlements in the Palestinian territory 
are an obstacle to peace  
B. Continued settlement growth 
undermines the prospect for peace by 
making Palestinians doubt Israeli 
commitment  
C. The real issue that needs to be 
addressed is an agreed border between 
Israel and the future state of Palestine  
D. All the above



 

Answers* 
 
1. B: ‘Settlement’ is the term used to denote Israeli civilian communities built in territory conquered by 
Israel in the Six-Day War (June 1967). This territory is comprised of the West Bank (including East 
Jerusalem), the Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights and the Sinai Peninsula. These neighborhoods have been 
a major issue in the peace process since 1967 and remain highly controversial. Settlements in the Sinai 
were evacuated in 1979, following Israel's historic peace agreement with Egypt and the return of the Sinai 
Peninsula to Egypt. Settlements in the Gaza Strip were evacuated as part of Israel's unilateral 
‘disengagement’ from Gaza in 2005. Therefore, today settlements only exist in the Golan Heights and the 
West Bank (including East Jerusalem). 
 
2. A  
 
3. D: Some settlers move to the West Bank for quality-of life reasons. As a result of government 
investment and incentives, Israelis can enjoy a much higher quality of life in settlements than inside 
Israel, and at a much lower cost. Others are motivated by ideology [ideological settlers] and view these 
territories as land rightfully belonging to the Jewish people. Others—mainly ultra-Orthodox Jews—moved 
to the West Bank mainly because of the availability of cheap, segregated housing (wholly orthodox 
communities) there. 
 
4. D: The Israeli government has directly and indirectly funded or subsidized the construction of 
settlements, spurring debate and controversy in the international community. In addition, settlements 
receive funding from outside sources, including non-profit organizations that fundraise for them in the 
United States. 
 
5. C: In November 2009, under pressure from the Obama administration, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu agreed to a partial settlement "moratorium." Under this moratorium, construction in East 
Jerusalem, as well as construction already underway before November 25, 2009, was permitted to 
continue, along with a number of other exceptions. 
 
6. C: Israel has invested huge sums in establishing large Jewish-Israeli neighborhoods in East 
Jerusalem. As a result, while there were no Jews living in those areas in 1967, as of 2008 the annexed 
area was home to 253,395 Palestinians and 179,000 Jews; overall, as of 2008, the expanded municipality 
of Jerusalem was home to 253,395 Palestinians and 465,000 Jews. Ultimately, the question of settlement 
expansion should become moot – because the real issue that needs to be addressed and settled quickly 
is the route of the border between Israel and Palestine. Certain agreed modifications to the 1967 lines are 
possible—allowing some settlements to be incorporated within Israel's final and agreed borders in the 
context of reciprocal land swaps. Those settlements (perhaps accounting for as many as two-thirds of all 
settlers) will then become part of Israeli recognized sovereign territory and construction there will be able 
to continue according to the laws and zoning ordinances of those localities. 

  
7. C: The US—Israel’s closest and most important ally—has continuously opposed the creation of 
settlements in the occupied territories since 1968.  
 
8. A: Each American administration since 1968 has opposed the Israeli settlements in the occupied 
territories.  
 
9. D: J Street believes that Israel’s settlements in the West Bank are an obstacle to peace. They have 
drained Israel’s economy, military, and democracy and eroded the country’s ability to uphold the rule of 
law. Continued settlement growth undermines the prospects for peace by making Palestinians doubt 
Israeli motives and commitment, and by complicating the territorial compromises that will be necessary to 
reach a two-state solution. 

*Answers derived from Americans for Peace Now: http://peacenow.org/settlements-101.html 
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