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M a t t h e w  h a g u e

T wenty years ago, 
when the daniels 
Corporation start-
ed developing its 

first highrise condominium 
near the Square One Shop-
ping Centre, the notion of a 
downtown Mississauga was 
somewhat oxymoronic. Mis-
sissauga’s Civic Centre was 
across the street, but the ar-
ea was replete with parking 
lots and vacant land, and 
the suburb, filled with sin-
gle-family homes, was con-
sidered a bedroom commun-
ity to Toronto.

Since then, Mississauga’s 
population has grown by 
more than 100,000 people, 
and many of the vacant 
lots have filled in with res-
taurants and bars, grocery 
stores and office parks. 
“Things have really intensi-
fied,” says dominic Tompa, 
daniels’ vice president of 
sales, noting the company 
has now built an additional 
dozen towers, or about 4,000 
condos, in central Missis-
sauga.

That intensity is only go-
ing to accelerate. In early 
2020, Square One’s owner, 
Oxford Properties, along  
with pension fund AIMCo., 
announced the largest urban 
redevelopment currently 
underway in North America. 
Called Square One district, 
it is turning a 130-acre plot 
adjacent to the mall into of-
fices, shops and housing for 
35,000 people, including 
37 new apartments towers, 
about half of which will be 
rentals, half condos. The 
first two towers, to be con-
structed by the daniels Cor-
poration, are slated for com-
pletion in 2024.

True to the mix of the 
overall development, one 
tower will be a 575-unit con-
do, the other a 425-suite 
rental project. “Not a lot of 
rental towers have been built 
over the last 25, 30 years,” 
says Tompa.

“We’re seeing a big shift 
now because there’s so much 
demand. Specifically, pur-
pose-built are appealing 
because residents want to 
know they are secure where 
they are, and that their 
landlord isn’t going to sell 
the condo they are living in 
down the line.”

According to Tompa, the 
condo tower will be respon-
sive to market-based de-
mands. His team regularly 
interviews prospective buy-
ers, condo managers and 
occupants of other daniels 
properties to get a sense of 

what amenities are popular, 
and what’s most desirable. A 
key feature of the Condomin-
iums at Square One district – 
or CASOd, as it’s being called 
for short – is co-working 
space with bookable meeting 
rooms and hot desks.

“Everyone needs a home 
office these days,” says Tom-
pa. That can be tricky to do 
in many condo units, where 
every square inch is already 
filling a need. (units at 
CASOd range from 434 to 

1,238 square feet.) This is es-
pecially true if there are kids 
at home — another growing 
trend Tompa sees.

“More families are living 
in condos than ever before,” 
he says. While Square One is 
surrounded by activities for 
kids — movie theatres, the 
Playdium arcade, arts class-
es at the Living Arts Centre 
— CASOd will also have mul-
tiple amenities for children. 
There will be an indoor-out-
door play area, a craft studio 
and an activity zone for tod-
dlers,” says Tompa.

“Previously, many condo 
buildings were primarily 
geared towards adults. We 
are trying to be more inclu-
sive.”

For slightly older kids, 
and kids at heart, CASOd 
will also contain a full-
court gymnasium, the kind 

of place to play volleyball, 
dodge ball or basketball. “We 
put one into another build-
ing and it’s in constant use,” 
says Tompa.

“It’s also a great amenity 
because it’s not expensive to 
maintain. Not like pools, for 
example, that people tend 
to use once or twice yet con-
tinually pay high fees to keep 
in use.”

In generations past, part 
of the appeal of living in 
Mississauga or any other 
suburb was the promise of 
a big back yard, a place for 
a garden. Ostensibly, condo 
living quashes that dream. 
And Mississauga in general 
is becoming more urban. By 
the time CASOd is complete, 
a new LrT line will run 
through the city, connecting 
Square One to Brampton in 
the north, and south down 
to Lake Ontario — a link that 
will likely inspire even more 
densification, even fewer 
sprawling yards.

However, CASOd is at-
tempting to preserve a sense 
of bucolic escape. “We are 
planning to have a series of 
community garden plots,” 
says Tompa. “It’s something 
we first tried 10 years ago 
in regent Park. It’s been so 
popular. It brings a com-
munity of residents together 
to plant flowers and vege-
tables. It’s also nice because 
a lot of people are afraid 
they won’t be able to garden 
if they live in a condo. We’re 
trying to show that people 
can still find the lifestyle 
they are looking for — it just 
takes a little forethought on 
our part.”

Prices to be announced. 
For more information, visit 
livesquareonedistrict.com. 
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Going big in Mississauga
An AreA beside squAre One MAll will sOOn be hOMe tO 35,000 peOple in 37 new tOwers 

 — the lArgest urbAn redevelOpMent underwAy in nOrth AMericA

 PHOTOS COurTESy OF THE dANIELS COrPOrATION

The first two buildings coming to the 130-acre lot, slated for completion in 2024 and 
built by the Daniels Corporation, will be half condo, half rental.

1. Udupi Madras Café’s 
all-vegetarian South Indian 
menu is built around street-
food staples, including 60 
types of dosas and chaat 
papri, a sweet-hot combo of 
yogurt, spicy potatoes and 
tamarind chutney. 265 Enfield 
Place, Unit 202 A&B.

2. In contrast to Square 
One’s bustle, neighbouring 
Kariya Park, built and named 
in honour of Mississauga’s 
sister city in Japan, is a place 
to find stillness. The garden is 
dotted with ponds, Japanese 
pavilions and cherry trees that 
bloom pink every spring. 3620 
Kariya Dr.

3. The Mississauga Art Gal-
lery, located within the Missis-
sauga Civic Centre, is dedicat-
ed to innovative contemporary 
art. During COVID-19, while the 
physical gallery was closed, 
they launched an interactive 
online exhibition called Border 
Crossings, collecting stories 
about the diversity of Missis-
sauga’s population. 300 City 
Centre Dr.
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Square One District includes offices, shops and housing 
for 35,000 people, including 37 new apartment towers. 
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the lifestyle 
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BANK 

ATB Financial 2.45 n/a - 4.50op 3.09 - 4.50op 3.29 - 4.50op 3.49 3.54 2.49

Alterna Bank 2.95 3.25 - 7.25op 3.19 - 6.35op 3.39 - n/aop 2.64 4.34 2.84

Bank of Montreal 2.45 n/a - 7.25op 3.09 - 7.25op 3.39 - n/aop 3.89 4.34 4.94

Bank of Nova Scotia 2.65 4.25 - 5.75op 3.19 - 5.75op 3.29 - n/aop 3.89 4.19 4.94

CIBC 2.45 n/a - 7.25op 3.19 - 6.35op 2.89 - n/aop 3.69 4.34 4.94

Equitable Bank n/a n/a - n/aop 3.04 - 6.30op 3.39 - n/aop 3.90 4.44 4.49

HSBC Bank Canada 2.05 3.19 - 7.25op 2.49 - 6.35op 2.04 - n/aop 2.39 4.19 2.29

ICICI Bank Canada 2.50 n/a - n/aop 3.19 - n/aop 3.19 - n/aop 3.94 4.29 5.14

Manulife Bank 2.95 4.45 - n/aop 3.24 - 3.45op 2.89 - n/aop 2.89 2.89 2.79

National Bank n/a 4.40 - 7.05op 3.04 - 7.05op 3.39 - n/aop 3.89 4.44 4.94

Royal Bank 2.45 n/a - 7.45op 3.04 - 7.45op 3.39 - n/aop 3.90 4.44 4.94

Simplii Financial 2.07 n/a - n/aop n/a - n/aop 2.39 - n/aop 2.34 2.29 2.34

TD Canada Trust 2.20 n/a - n/aop 3.24 - 4.50op 3.39 - n/aop 3.79 3.94 4.84

Tangerine 2.45 n/a - n/aop 3.09 - n/aop 2.49 - n/aop 2.49 2.59 2.44

TRUST LOAN

Community Trust  7.25 3.64 3.89 4.45 5.04 5.34

Effort Trust n/a 4.15 - 6.80op 4.15 - 6.80op 4.25 - n/aop 4.35 4.45 4.55

MTCC 2.65 4.25 - 5.75op 3.19 - 5.75op 3.29 - n/aop 3.89 4.19 4.94

OTHER

Alterna Savings 2.95 3.25 - 7.25op 3.19 - 6.35op 3.39 - n/aop 2.64 4.34 2.84

DUCA Credit Union 2.95 n/a - n/aop 3.34 - 5.75op 3.44 - n/aop 3.49 3.59 2.54

First Calgary Financial 2.20 4.09 - 7.25op 3.19 - 7.25op 3.14 - n/aop 2.79 2.94 2.84

First National Fin. LP n/a 4.49 - n/aop 3.04 - n/aop 2.84 - n/aop 2.69 2.59 2.49

IC Savings 3.45 4.25 - 6.75op 3.29 - 6.75op 3.39 - n/aop 3.44 3.49 3.49

Meridian Credit Union 2.35 n/a - n/aop 3.29 - 6.30op 2.79 - n/aop 2.79 3.89 2.64

Parama Credit Union 2.70 n/a - n/aop 3.19 - 3.39op 3.29 - n/aop 3.39 3.49 3.49

Steinbach Credit Union 1.95 n/a - n/aop 2.65 - n/aop 2.65 - n/aop 2.65 2.65 2.49

M O r t g A g e  r A t e s  0 7 . 0 8 . 2 0

Rates aRe subject to change. selection of financial institutions may vaRy weekly. figuRes supplied by fiscal agents

 Variable rate 6months 1yr 2yr 3yr 4yr 5yr Variable rate 6months 1yr 2yr 3yr 4yr 5yr

*Also offer 7- to 10-year mortgages. op = open mortgage. n.a. = not available from company. ro=renewals only dashes (-) mean companies not quoting at present.


