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G-d Loves
Control Freaks

Taking Things
For Granted

Syrious?

“My Husband
Has A Friend”

Just Like Ezra

By Eytan Kobre

I

By Maury Rosenfeld

By Goldy Krantz

(grandson of Mrs. Zisi Horowitz of KGH)

W

wight Eisenhower once
visited Abraham Lincoln’s birthplace and

his past week there was
media coverage of the story
of an El Al plane that had
to make an emergency landing
in Billings, Montana. While the
passengers were waiting at the
airport, food was brought by the

n broad terms, the question
can be asked, “How far will
political correctness go?” In
Jewish terms, the question is,
“How far will Jewish guilt go?”
The answer to both these questions is, “Very far.” The world is
witnessing Muslim payback to
European countries for being

hen my friends first
started getting married,
I loved hearing the sentence, “My husband has a friend…”
This opened up a whole new market of fellows whom I would be
able to date. I now would have

zra Schwartz was eighteen. I am eighteen. Ezra
Schwartz went to a religious Jewish high school and
spent his summers in a Jewish
sleep-away camp. I went to a religious Jewish high school, and
also spent my summers in a sleep-

CONTINUED ON P. 11

CONTINUED ON P. 26

CONTINUED ON P. 23

CONTINUED ON P. 49

CONTINUED ON P. 57

The ability to control my emotions and my actions, regardless of
circumstance, sets me apart from
other men.
—U.S. Navy SEAL Creed

D

By Warren S. Hecht

By Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld

SEE PAGE 62
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Stories Of Greatness
R’ Dovid Hoffman

When Two Coins
Tipped The Scale

T

he damaging winds of the Enlightenment and the Reform Movement
were felt in many cities throughout
Eastern and Western Europe during the
nineteenth century, but none more so than
in the Romanian capital of Bucharest. Few
rabbanim had the ability and the fortitude
to stand up to this plague that menaced the
values of Torah Judaism, and those brave
rabbis who tried did not end up faring well
in their respective communities.
One rav who would not bow to the pressures of the maskilim was the renowned
iluy of Volhynia, R’ Meir Leibush Malbim
zt”l, who became the chief rabbi of Bucharest in 1859 and spent the next five years
in a constant battle that cut his tenure
short in 1864, when he was forced to resign

who robbed the poor in order to increase
their own wealth. No act of extortion, no
matter how heartless, was beneath these
parnassim.
One day, shortly before Rosh Hashanah, these malicious men approached the
authorities and drew their attention to a
“worrying” trend: the city’s Jewish population was increasing rapidly, and the city
would soon become unbearably crowded.
They therefore suggested that the government banish from the city all Jews who had
arrived after the year 1846. Only Jews who
were born in the city or were long-time residents would be permitted to remain. The
authorities agreed to the suggestion immediately, and issued the decree. The entire
city was in an uproar.

Amazingly, the two coins outweighed the thousand dinars.
The Heavenly Court was in an uproar!
How could it be?
from his position and was compelled to
leave Romania. During this time, the Malbim was a vocal opponent to the building
of the Choral Temple, with choir and organ, which would soon become the main
neo-Orthodox synagogue in Romania. He
also condemned the foundation of the
first two elementary schools with general
knowledge curriculum aimed at the Jewish
children in Bucharest, which resulted in
friction between the Malbim and the enlightened intellectuals in the Jewish community, who were actually wealthy, foreign
nationals.
Although he was eventually forced out
of his position, he did claim victory on one
occasion. There was a group of unscrupulous Jews who had abandoned Torah
and mitzvos, and caused untold trouble
for the Orthodox community. This group
was headed by a number of influential and
wealthy community leaders, parnassim

Soon after the edict was issued, the parnassim employed various agents to publicize that as community leaders, they had
drawn up a list of approximately one-thousand Jews to be deported. However, out of
the “goodness of their hearts,” these unfortunate Jews had the option of purchasing
documents attesting to their validity as
long-standing members of the community.
Of course, the sum the parnassim demanded for such documents was astronomical.
The wealthy citizens on the list, many
whom had amassed their wealth through
robbery and trickery themselves, paid the
ransom and received an official document
from the community ledger stating that
they were upright citizens who had been
born in the city. The poor people who
could not afford to pay the ransom were
arrested to await deportation.
CONTINUED ON P. 21

Rabbi Dovid Hoffman is the author of the popular “Torah Tavlin” book series, filled with
stories, wit and hundreds of divrei Torah, including the brand new “Torah Tavlin Yamim
Noraim” in stores everywhere. You’ll love this popular series. Also look for his book, “Heroes
of Spirit,” containing one hundred fascinating stories on the Holocaust. They are fantastic
gifts, available in all Judaica bookstores and online at http://israelbookshoppublications.
com. To receive Rabbi Hoffman’s weekly “Torah Tavlin” sheet on the parsha, e-mail Torahtavlin@yahoo.com
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Shabbos Inbox
Eytan Kobre

G-d Loves Control Freaks

CONTINUED FROM P. 1

shared the following story. Lincoln once
went to see General George McClellan at
his house. McClellan, on the other hand,
decided that he did not want to see Lincoln, so he went to bed—an appalling
affront to the President of the United
States. Lincoln’s friends criticized him
roundly for allowing the General to treat
him that way. But Lincoln wasn’t fazed.
“All I want from General McClellan is a
victory. If holding his horse will bring it,
I will gladly hold his horse.” Lincoln kept
his emotions in check, and eventually he
got his wish.
It’s not that Lincoln didn’t feel anger
or hurt. He did. But he discharged those
emotions in innocuous ways. For example, according to historian Doris Kearns
Goodwin and Lincoln biographer Carl
Sandburg, Lincoln often wrote emotionally-charged letters when he was angry—”hot letters,” he called them—only
to throw them in the stove.
The “hot letter” response is particularly apt, since emotions are like fire: When
you control them, they keep you warm
in adverse conditions; when they control
you, they’ll burn your house down.
Esav epitomized the burning house.
Filled with all the enmity in the world
at having had the blessings taken from
him, Esav marched his 400-man army
towards Yaakov with the intent to kill
him. It seemed that nothing would stop
him, and Yaakov made his three-pronged
preparations. At long last, there would be
a clash of some sort.
But then something changed. “And he
(Yaakov) took from what he had with him
a present to Esav his brother…and Esav
ran toward him and embraced him…and
kissed him” (Bereishis 33:4). Esav kissed
Yaakov and they both wept. Esav no longer hated Yaakov. He loved him—wholeheartedly, according to some (see Rashi,
Bereishis 33:4).
What happened to all that pent-up hatred? How could Esav’s hate so quickly
turn to love?

Esav simply wasn’t in control of his
emotions. So when confronted with Yaakov’s munificence, Esav found himself
disarmed. His lust for wealth predominated, his objective dissolved, and there no
longer was room in his heart for hatred
of Yaakov.
While this particular encounter ended
well for Yaakov, it reinforces the notion
that “the wicked are controlled by their
hearts, while the righteous control their
hearts” (Bereishis Rabba 34:11 and 67:7; see
Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. 5, pg. 351; Pirkei
Kinyan Da’as, pg. 72-76)—a concept so
fundamental that it would be sufficient
if this were the entire Torah (Chochma
U’Mussar, Vol. 1, No. 179).
The wicked sin because their lives are
governed and dominated by their emotions (Shabbos 31b). Paroh, for example,
failed to bow to G-d’s open and awesome
miracles not because he failed to see
them but because he couldn’t control his
emotions—his hatred of the Jewish people held sway over him (Alshich, Shemos
7:14, 8:11).
So different is “the one who rules his
spirit,” who “is stronger than one who
conquers a city” (Mishlei 16:32).
R’ Moshe Meisels was a loyal follower of R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the first
Lubavitcher Rebbe. After Napoleon invaded Russia in 1812, R’ Moshe received a
secret letter from the Rebbe containing
directives for a critical mission: help Czar
Alexander repel Napoleon’s onslaught
and win the war.
When Napoleon’s armies reached Vilna, R’ Moshe positioned himself in the
occupied zone. There, he befriended the
French officers who were impressed
with his education and linguistic abilities. So when an interpreter was needed
to question captured soldiers or manage
the locals, the French officers turned to
R’ Moshe, who soon enjoyed the full confidence of the French army staff. Through
these clandestine activities, R’ Moshe
learned military secrets and conveyed
CONTINUED ON P. 23

Eytan Kobre is a lecturer, writer, and attorney, residing in Kew Gardens Hills with his wife and
children. He can be contacted at eakobre@gmail.com.
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The Shmuz On The Parshah
R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

An Accomplice To Evil
“The sons of Yaakov came
upon the corpses of the city that
had defiled their sister.”
– B’reishis 34:27

S

hechem, the son of Chamor, set his sights on Dinah.
He carefully laid a trap to
entice her out of her tent, and

then kidnapped and defiled her.
When Yaakov and his sons heard
what had been done, “they were
extremely distressed...[and said]
“So shall not be done!”
Shechem became infatuated
with Dinah, and came to ask for
her hand in marriage. “Name
your price and I will pay it,” he

said to Yaakov. The brothers of
Dinah answered Shechem: “To
marry into our family, a person
must have milah.” Shechem
and Chamor agreed, and they
convinced the people of their
town to be circumcised as well.
On the third day of their milah,
Reuven and Shimon took up
their swords and killed every
male in the city.
After they were finished, the
pasuk says, “the sons of Yaakov
came upon the corpses of the
city that had defiled their sister.”
The S’forno is bothered by the

came of age at a time when Hitler had long been accepted as
the Fuhrer. From your youth,
you were indoctrinated with
the belief that the fatherland
was the glory of all true Germans, and that Hitler alone was

By creating a world order
that condones the killing of Jews,
CNN reporters become accomplices to the very acts
they are reporting
expression “the city that defiled
their sister.” After all, it was
Shechem alone who committed
the act, not the city.
The S’forno answers by explaining that in that society,
forcibly taking a woman was
not considered abhorrent. If
it had not been socially acceptable, Shechem never would
have done it. Therefore, it is
considered as if they were all
participants.
The problem is that the S’forno doesn’t seem to have answered his question. Granted
the entire town may have been
responsible for creating the social atmosphere that accepted
such conduct, but all they did
was to give Shechem the opportunity to act as he wished. They
didn’t join him in the act. They
didn’t aid him. They didn’t
tempt him to do it. The most
we can blame them for is giving
the opportunity to Shechem to
do as he chose. If so, how can
the pasuk say that the city defiled Dinah?

A cog in the wheel
of a killing machine
On April 14, 1944, the deportation of Hungarian Jewry began.
Within 56 days, almost 500,000
men, women, and children
were transported to Auschwitz
for their final solution.
Imagine that you were a German train switch operator at
a station near Auschwitz. You

the savior of the new Germany.
It would be hard for you to
deny your knowledge of where
this human cargo was headed,
as the air hung heavy with the
smell of burning flesh. But you
never killed anyone. In fact,
you may not even have completely bought into the racial
theory thing. Your job was just
to keep those trains rolling. So
you aren’t guilty of murder. Are
you?
At the Nuremberg Trials, the
Nazis defended themselves
with the mantra, “We were
only following orders.” Each
participant denied his guilt
by claiming he was just a cog
in the wheel – not a murderer
himself, not a decision-maker –
just a lackey. Yet, even the secular world didn’t accept this, because being a cog in the wheel
of a killing machine makes you
a part of a machine that kills. As
such, you are a killer.
The S’forno is teaching us
that even if a person is not an
active participant in an act, he
can be considered responsible
for its happening. In a normal
society, basic human rights are
a given. If the society has failed
to keep safeguards in place,
then that society has failed in
its most basic responsibilities.
Every member of that group is
therefore held accountable for
that failure.
CONTINUED ON P. 20

Born and bred in Kew Gardens Hills, R’ Ben Tzion Shafier joined the
Choftez Chaim Yeshiva after high school. Shortly thereafter he got married
and moved with his new family to Rochester, where he remained in for 12
years. R’ Shafier then moved to Monsey, NY, where he was a Rebbe in the
new Chofetz Chaim branch there for three years. Upon the Rosh Yeshiva’s
request, he stopped teaching to devote his time to running Tiferes Bnei Torah. R” Shafier, a happily married father of six children, currently resides in
Monsey.
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A Shabbat Thought
R’ David Algaze

Weakness And Strength
“And he said, ‘No longer will it be said that
your name is Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with the Divine and with man and
have overcome.’”
(Bereishit 32:29)

T

he messengers have returned from
their mission to Esau and report
that the aggrieved brother, who had
vowed to kill Jacob, is coming now toward
him with a strong army. Jacob is stricken
with fear and, after making various preparations for the feared encounter with his
brother, crosses the river and stands alone.
Amid lone trees and a cold wind, a strange
figure appears to fight with him. Terrified
and surprised, the weak brother, who had

spent years in study and gentle work as
a shepherd, summons strength from unknown quarters and eventually prevails.
Recognizing something divine in his op-

firm hold of the angel and does not release
him until the latter blesses him with these
famous words, proclaiming Jacob’s new
name: Israel.
What is the meaning of this strange occurrence, who is this mysterious figure,
and what is the connection between this
struggle and the name Israel that will stay
with the Jewish people throughout the
ages? Rabbi S.R. Hirsch (Germany, 1808-1888)
takes the whole phrase together to explain

The ability to perceive real rather than illusory strength
is the key to the understanding of the universe
and our place in it
ponent, he asks, “Are you a thief?” and the
latter responds, “No, I am an angel, but
from the day I was created the time has not
yet come for me to join the angels’ chorus
[glorifying G-d] (Midrash). In the struggle,
Jacob’s hip socket is dislocated but he takes

its significance. It is not merely a change
of name but it is a statement to be understood as a whole phrase. Jacob means “to
hold onto the heel,” meaning that he is
weaker, less self-sufficient and powerful.
Israel, on the other hand, implies valor and

bravery as well as superiority. The blessing
is that Jacob will not appear as Jacob alone
but rather that he will reveal himself to be
Israel. The meaning of this phrase is that
only when a Jacob, one who appears weak
and feeble and in need of support from
others, obtains a victory over the enemies
who are equipped with all forms of material strength, that his triumph will be seen as
caused by a spiritual power that dwarfs all
material might and muscle. When Jacob the
fragile one wins, all will acknowledge that
there is a G-d in the world.
The confrontation between Esau and Jacob later on expresses a similar idea. Esau is
at the head of a powerful and intimidating
army, made up of horses and armor, while
Jacob is surrounded by women and frail
children. The picture could not be clearer:
here stands a man at the peak of his material powers, facing a seemingly puny man,
and we wonder who is really stronger. The
Torah answers this question for us: the outwardly infirm figure has an inner force that
will outlast and outweigh the other. Jewish
history is replete with examples of this, as
illustrated by the Psalmist, “They [ride] carriages and horses, but we march with the
Name of G-d” (Psalm 20). The weak Jew has
proven the mighty man of history. Powerful
empires have come and gone, but the Jewish people have outlasted them all. This is
the blessing that G-d imparts on Israel, and
Israel’s success testifies to the existence of
G-d. When an inquiring emperor asked his
mentor what proof he had of the existence
of G-d, the philosopher replied, “The Jews,
Your Majesty.”
This explanation illuminates also the Midrash that presents the nightly personage
as an angel of G-d who is also the guardian
angel of Esau. His statement, “I have not yet
said a song of praise” means that he is indeed an angel but his mission will not be accomplished until Esau will willingly recognize the divine aspect of Jacob’s mission on
earth. This vision has a universal meaning
for the history of the world. Jacob demands
from the nations that they give him blessing and praise instead of persecution and
opprobrium. The people of Abraham were
to be the source of blessings to the whole
world and until the nations acknowledge
that fact, the purpose of history will not be
achieved. In lieu of anti-Semitism and Jew
hatred, Jacob asks for recognition that it is
precisely the values taught by the people of
Israel that maintain the world and through
which all nations will find their security
and happiness.
The ability to perceive real rather than illusory strength is the key to the understanding of the universe and our place in it. When
material things appear invulnerable and the
source of all our security, it is because our
vision is impaired. Real strength lies in the
spiritual, in the soul that is behind the body.
The Jewish people have always appeared as
weak and impotent and this may be one of
the factors for our persecution. Yet, Jews are
neither weak nor frail, for the protection
of G-d surrounds them. The angel of Esau
thought that Jacob was easy prey, but in the
end it is Jacob who prevails and overcomes.
His victory is not for himself alone but a
benefit to the world. When Jacob becomes
Israel, the nations will finally acknowledge
the value of Israel to them and the world. At
that moment, they will be truly and permanently blessed, at last.

Rabbi David Algaze is the founder and
Rav of Havurat Yisrael, Forest Hills. He is a
noted public speaker and author and is the
President of the international Committee
for the Land of Israel.
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Heartwarming Headlines
New York Woman
Buys Out Entire Toy Store
For Homeless Kids

by individually complimenting his students.
Chris Ulmer, a special education teacher
in Jacksonville, posted a video to his Facebook group, Special Books for Special Kids,
showing how he starts class each day by

other kids and in the debate club,” he said.

Rescue Puppy Tumbles Gets
An Upgraded Set Of Wheels

A
A

New York businesswoman who
wanted to bring a “grander scale” to
her yearly charitable giving bought
an entire toy store to donate to homeless
kids.
Carol Suchman, a New York businesswoman and philanthropist, said she donates toys to the city’s poor children for the
holiday season each year, and she had an
idea recently when she passed by the shuttered Hudson Party Store in Manhattan’s
West Village.
Suchman said the store appeared permanently closed and had a “For Rent” sign
in the window.
“When I saw this toy store, I just realized I could do it on a grander scale,” Suchman said of her holiday gift-giving.
“The toys in there looked so sad, and
they were gathering dust,” she said. “It occurred to me we should bring those toys
to where they should be going -- to all the
homeless kids in the city.”
Suchman said she was able to get into
contact with the owner of the store.
“We talked and negotiated and bought
the entire toy store,” she said.
Suchman said she packed up the store’s
inventory, including both toys and school
supplies, and took it to the New York City
Department of Homeless Services.
“I’ve been doing this for many years and
we have many generous sponsors -- people
do toy drives and do a lot of giving -- but I
have to say, that this is the first time anybody ever bought out an entire store and
donated to the children of shelters,” said
the director of special events at DHS.
Suchman, who used to own a successful
technology firm with her husband, said she
makes it an annual tradition to donate gifts
to children in need.
“Children is always my focus,” she said.
“So that’s why, a lot of foster kids get a lot
of used things and I realized a lot of them
never had a birthday gift that they actually
wanted.”
Suchman said she usually makes her donations anonymously, but she is speaking
about her toy store purchase in the hopes
of inspiring others to give.

Special Ed Teacher
Starts Each Day With
10 Minutes Of Compliments

A

Florida special education teacher
is making viral waves with a video
showing how he starts class each day

18

complimenting his students for 10 minutes.
“I love having you in my class. I think
you’re very funny. You’re a great soccer
player. Everyone in here loves you,” Ulmer
tells one of the students in the video.
Ulmer said he has seen the students’

two-legged Ohio puppy named
Tumbles is practicing his mobility after receiving an upgraded 3-D
printed set of wheels made to fit his tiny
body.
Tumbles, who became a national celebrity last week when video of his first
experience with a prototype 3-D printed
wheelchair went viral, is learning to walk
without dragging his nose on the ground
with an upgraded version of the wheels
made to more snugly fit the 6-week-old
puppy’s 1.5-pound frame.
“As far as he knows he’s just a normal
puppy,” Tumbles’ foster mom said. “I’ve
been doing a dog rescue for 32 years I’ve
never had a dog without two legs before.”
Tumbles was rescued from the cold
at the age of 2-weeks-old. His prototype
wheelchair, and the upgraded version he
received this week, were created by the
Ohio University Innovation Center.
“This is the first functional prosthetic we’ve done using this printer,” said the
head of the center’s 3-D printing lab.

ber whether or not he had purchased a
ticket for Virginia Lottery’s Bank a Million
game, he decided to buy another ticket
using the exact same numbers. When the
winners were announced he realized that
not only had he indeed bought two tickets,
but both were winners.
“I went to bed, but I couldn’t sleep,”
Bennick said about the experience picking a winning ticket. “Then I discovered I
had the second winning ticket and I really
couldn’t sleep!”
Bennick bought two identical tickets
playing the numbers 3-7-11-20-23-33, all six
of which matched the drawing numbers,
winning him the top prize. According to
the rules of the game, the grand prizewinner receives a payout that totals to $1 million after taxes.
The tickets were purchased at two separate locations while Bennick was on vacation visiting friends in Virginia Beach. Each
store will receive a $10,000 bonus from the
lottery for selling a winning ticket.
The game offers prizes between $4 and
$1million. The odds of winning the top
prize are 1 in 3.8 million while the odds of
winning any prize are 1 in 18.3.

Family Wins The Right
To Keep “Comfort Pig”

A

“confidence and self-worth skyrocket”
since he began the routine, which started as a “Toast Tuesdays” weekly event but
soon became a daily occurrence.
“Children learn to love or hate at an early age,” he wrote on Facebook. “I think it’s
time we actively work towards teaching
love and acceptance.”
Ulmer said he has been posting videos
of his students nearly every day with the
permission of parents. He said he was
shocked when the compliment video went
viral with nearly 20,000 shares.
“I actually didn’t think a whole lot about
this one before posting it. It’s just something we do,” he said.
Ulmer said he has been trying to find a
publisher for a book he created by collaborating with his students and their parents.
“I have 50 rejection letters on my fridge
to keep me motivated,” he said.
The teacher said he has been teaching
the same group for three years and he has
seen them blossom in that time.
“They all came from a segregated environment [from general education students]. Now they’re participating in school
activities, dancing in front of hundreds of

Man Wins $1M Lottery Twice
After Forgetting
First Ticket Purchase

A

Virginia man defied odds and came
away with a $2 million dollar prize
after buying duplicate lottery tick-

ets.
When Bernard Bennick couldn’t remem-
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fter three months of litigation, an
Arizona family was allowed to keep
a pot-bellied pig on the grounds
that it helps their 9-year-old son, who has
Asperger’s.
In August, the Gil family was told that
they would have to get rid of Maggie, their
3-year-old Vietnamese pot-bellied pig, because their home was not properly zoned
to house livestock. On Nov. 17 a court granted the family special permission to keep
Maggie as a pet because the pig provides
aid to their son Julian, who has been diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome.
The City of Chandler stated that Maggie’s presence “is necessary to afford the
minor child an equal opportunity to use
and enjoy the residence.”
The boy’s parents said that Maggie helps
Julian express his feelings and interact
with other children at school.
“Without her I would be somewhere
not happy, probably in a corner,” Julian
said. “She’s the only one that I pretty much
have.”
The family’s lawyer was able to argue
that the animal should be allowed to stay
in the family’s home under the Fair Housing Act because it provides Gil with emotional support.
“It was very good news to say. ‘Hey, we
won. Maggie gets to stay with Julian,’ because there was a point in time when they
first contacted me that I didn’t know if we
could win this case. I didn’t know if Maggie
was going to be able to stay with Julian,”
he said.
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Snippets Of Strange
$2,350 Sleeping Bag
Lets Users Sleep Like A Bear

J

ust in time for the holidays, a $2,350
sleeping bag designed to look like a
realistic bear is catching on.
The six-foot long sleeping bag is the creation of a Japanese artist and first went on
sale in 2013 through a collective publishing
site.
“The Great Sleeping Bear” sleeping bag
was inspired by a statue of the same name
that the artist sculpted after hearing the
story of a wild bear that was put down in
Bavaria in 2006.
Each sleeping bag was handmade and
doubled as a bear costume when fully
zipped up, contributing to the $2,350 price
tag.
Despite being sold in limited quantities
in 2013, “ The Great Sleeping Bear” recently
found new life, as several Japanese Twitter
accounts began posting about the extravagant sleeping bag.
This viral resurgence is consistent with
the artist’s original idea for the product, as
she encouraged people who purchased the
sleeping bag to send her photos of them
wearing it to be compiled in a collage. She
also requested to anonymously track the
location of the buyers in order to create an
image of their locations on a map.

Colorado Outhouse
Named America’s Best
Public Restroom

A

small town in Colorado was recently awarded the honor of being home
to America’s Best Public Restroom.
A pair of outhouses, designed to look
like a passage into a mine, in the town of
Minturn beat out nine other finalists to be
named the winner of Cintas’ America’s Best
Restroom Awards.
Cintas annually compiles a list of the
nation’s best bathrooms based on a set of
criteria including cleanliness, visual appeal, innovation, functionality and unique
design elements. The list of ten finalists is
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then put to a national vote to determine
the winner.
As the 2015 contest winner, the town of
Minturn is set to receive $2,500 worth of
restroom services provided by Cintas.
The restrooms are made of 320 fabricated wood pieces and feature turquoise walls
and steel butterflies on the ceilings.
The restrooms’ project manager expressed gratitude on behalf of the town for
having their work recognized.
“Making the humble public restroom
into functional art was both a design challenge and a joy,” she said. “We are gratified
to be recognized for achieving that and for
creating a project that reflects the uniqueness of the community.”
The town of Minturn employed an extensive campaign for the restroom by creating a Facebook page, printing posters
and even moving the town’s annual Trickor-Treat event from town hall to the site of
the restrooms.
The town’s mayor expressed pride in his
town for their accomplishment at a public
award ceremony.
“It is great to be recognized as the No.1
town in the No.2 business and have the
finest public restrooms in the country,” he
said.

Town Imposes Fines
On Parents Of Bullies

A

Wisconsin police chief said an
ordinance imposing fines on the
parents of school bullies is based
around the idea that “it’s the parents’ job to
raise the kids.”
Police Chief Dan Ault, who suggested
the ordinance passed by the town two
weeks ago, said parents of children who police determine to have engaged in bullying
behavior multiple times within a 90-day
period can now be made to pay a $124 fine.
“It’s not the school’s responsibility to
raise the kids. It’s the school’s job to teach
the kids. It’s not the police’s job to raise
your kids,” Ault said. “It’s the parents’ job to
raise the kids.”
Ault, who said his scheme was partially
inspired by data suggesting teen suicide
is sometimes associated with violence in
schools, said he hopes parents are inspired
to take responsibility for their kids and act
like role models.
“If my kids broke something or something happened, I was responsible for it,”
he said. “One way or the other, I was responsible for it as the parent.”
Jeanne Koepke, principal of a local day
school, welcomed the new ordinance.
“Students have to learn to be social to
each other, and that can sometimes be very
mean,” she said. “I certainly can’t imagine
you don’t get good results when including
parents/guardians in what’s going on with
their children, so I have to assume it’s going
to be a good result.”
Ault said the first offense will only result
in a warning and an offer of help for the
parents.
“If they don’t know what to do, we’re

certain we’ll be able to provide some guidance on who to contact,” Ault said. “Do kids
have disputes, yes, but this repeated behavior where somebody you know, is intentionally being malicious, that’s when we’re
involved.”

Determined Woman Takes
College Exam While In Labor

A

Georgia woman was determined to
not let anything get in the way of
her studies, including the birth of
her child.
21-year-old Middle Georgia State University student Tommitrise Collins finished an
online test for her psychology class while
in labor in the hospital.
Collins’ sister posted a picture to Facebook applauding her sister for her determination.
“This is what you call ‘Strong Priorities’.
Contractions 3 minutes apart and still takes
her Psychology Test! You are going to be a
great mom baby sis!” she wrote.
Collins said that she only had that day to
complete the two-hour exam and she also
wanted to spend all of her time after delivery with her child.
“It took me 4-5 hours after the opening
of the test to try to put the pain to the side
and do it so I wouldn’t have to do it later
and I could enjoy my newborn,” she said.
Collins ended up passing the exam with
a “B” and then went on to deliver a healthy
seven pound 10 ounce baby girl.

Thieves Find Boy In Stolen Car,
Drive Him To School

P

olice in Virginia say two car thieves,
after finding an 8-year-old boy in the
back seat of a car they’d stolen, gave
him a ride to his school.
The boy’s mother left her 8-year-old son
in the car last Wednesday morning with the
keys in the ignition while she went inside
the post office, where she works. When she
came outside shortly after 8 a.m., the vehicle was gone.
Investigators say the car thieves, described as two males in their late teens or
early 20s, discovered the young boy in the
back seat and asked him where he goes to
school.
The boy told the thieves he was a student at Ghent Elementary School, so they
dropped him off at the school and left in
the stolen car.
“We found the child at school, unharmed, sitting in the classroom with a
smile on his face,” a police officer said.
Police said the child was not harmed

and the car was later found abandoned
about three miles from the school.
The thieves, when located, will likely
face kidnapping and grand larceny charges.

‘Mr. Ugly’ Pageant Winner
Criticized For Being
‘Too Handsome’

P

ageant judges have crowned a new
winner of Zimbabwe’s 4th annual
“Mister Ugly” contest, upsetting supporters of reigning champion and prompting unrest at the event.
Judges last week chose 42-year-old Mison Sere, citing his numerous missing front
teeth and a wide range of grotesque facial
expressions, over William Masvinu, who
had held the title since 2012.
Masvinu and his supporters mobbed the
judges upon hearing their decision, claiming that Sere was “too handsome” to win
and his ugliness wasn’t natural since it was
based on missing teeth.

“I am naturally ugly. He is not. He is ugly
only when he opens his mouth,” maintained Masvinu, gesturing at his rival.
“Do we have to lose our teeth to win?
This is cheating,” shouted another contestant.
While no one was injured, there was a
great deal of pushing and shoving as the
results were announced and insults were
hurled at the judges.
Sere dismissed the critics as just “sore
losers” as he pocketed the $500 in winnings.
“They should just accept that I am uglier than them,” he said. “I hope to get a TV
contract. I already moved around schools
performing and showcasing my ugliness so
this is a chance to make it on TV.”
The pageant organizer said that he began the contest to remove the stigma of
ugliness.
“Looks are G-d-given,” he said. “We
should all be proud of who we are.”
The pageant involved three rounds of
modeling, with individual and group walks
down a catwalk of a nightclub. This year’s
competition attracted a record number of
36 entries, compared to just five in 2012
when Masvinu began his winning streak.

America’s
‘Loneliest Chimpanzee’
Smokes Cigarettes, Drinks
Coke, According To Lawsuit

A

n animal protection group’s lawsuit alleges that a Louisiana theme
park’s chimpanzee is isolated and
neglected and spends her days smoking
cigarettes given to her by park visitors and
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Snippets Of Strange

A

7-year-old Rubik’s cube enthusiast
solved his puzzle in 8.72 seconds at
a championship event in Brazil.
Chan Hong Lik, 7, who has been participating in championship events since he
was 4 years old, twisted the 3x3 cube for
8.72 seconds at the event.
The boy’s accomplishment bested his
own record of 8.76 seconds, set earlier this
year.
A Polish Rubik’s cube master set a record
for blindfolded Rubik’s cube solving at a
Speed Cube competition in Poland in December of last year by solving the puzzle in
21.17 seconds without the use of his vision.

CONTINUED FROM P. 19

drinking Coke.
The Animal Legal Defense Fund announced it is suing the Dixie Landin’ theme
park and its owner for violating the Endangered Species Act by keeping the chimpanzee isolated and neglected.
The advocacy group describes Candy as
“the country’s loneliest chimpanzee” and
alleges she “subsists in a virtually barren
concrete cage, where she passes her time
staring into space, drinking Coca-Cola, and
smoking cigarettes thrown to her by patrons.”
The group alleges Candy has suffered
physical and psychological harm as a result
of her living conditions at the park.
“This is a landmark case for animal protection,” a spokesperson for the Animal Legal Defense Fund said. “Chimpanzees don’t
deserve to suffer in punishing isolation,
and we will see that justice is served.”
The lawsuit quotes famed primatologist
Jane Goodall as opposing Candy’s continued isolation from others of her species.
“I strongly recommend that [Candy]
be introduced to other chimpanzees in a
setting more suitable to her psychological
enhancement,” the suit quotes Goodall as
saying.
The group is seeking to have Candy relocated to a chimp sanctuary in Louisiana.

7-Year-Old Boy
Solves Rubik’s Cube
In Less Than 9 Seconds

Surfer Gets Revenge
On Shark That Bit His Hand

In the case of Dinah, the townspeople
made it possible for Shechem to do what
he did. Without their easing the standards, it never would have happened.
Once they lowered the accepted behavior, they paved the way for him, so they
are held responsible for what he did.

A Perspective on Today
This concept is especially relevant in
our times when the murder of innocent
people has become an accepted manner
of protesting for one’s political rights.
Inflicting terror on men, women, and
children is almost part of the political
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They also started a Facebook group for
Milly’s fans, posting pictures showing how
their pet guinea pig is larger than the dog.
“People need to love their animals. Any
size, any color, any kind,” the couple said.

Florida Mayor
Sued For Attempting
To Pay Ethics Fine In Coins

Too Cute: World’s Smallest Dog
Only 3.8 Inches Tall

H

he owners of a Chihuahua recognized by Guinness World Records as
the world’s smallest dog said the pup
originally had to be fed with an eyedropper.
Vanesa Semler and Edwin Davila said
4-year-old Chihuahua Miracle Milly, who
is listed by Guinness World Records as the
smallest living dog at only 3.8 inches tall,
had to be fed from an eyedropper for her
first six months of life.
The couple said Milly now tips the
scales at 1 pound.

ialeah Mayor Carlos Hernandez
was sued by the Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics and Public Trust
after attempting to pay a $4,000 fine entirely in coins.
In addition to the lawsuit, the commission also doubled Hernandez’s fine
on grounds that Hernandez intentionally broke the commission’s regulations by
paying his fine with 28 buckets filled with
360,000 pennies and nickels.
“On Nov. 6, the mayor sent 28 buckets
of coins in an apparent attempt to pay the
fine in disregard of the COE requirement
that it be paid by check,” the commission
said. “His ploy was deemed commercially
unreasonable and contemptuous by COE
staff, and therefore, rejected.”
In contrast to the commission’s statement, Hernandez said earlier in November
that he was unaware of any county law
that prohibited such payment.
Hernandez was quoted as challenging
the commission to take legal action against
him and stating that, whether check or
coins, his payment was made in valid U.S.
currency.
“If they wish [the commission] can go
to court, but they will have to explain why
a public organization does not accept this
country’s currency.”
The original fine stemmed from an incident in which Hernandez lied about his
collecting $180,000 of interest from a Ponzi
schemer.
The commission announced that a date
had been set for Hernandez to appear in
court in defense of his failure to comply
with the payment of his fine.

the actors, the scriptwriters, the cameramen, and all of the support staff are part
of the crime.
However, the guilt doesn’t end there.
Let CNN be the Judge
The first and primary role of government is the protection of its people.
That is self-evident – unless the population is Jewish. In that case, self-preservation isn’t a given; it is deemed amoral.
While it is unclear who empowered
the media to be the judge and jury on
issues of morality, judge they do. Their
bias is clear in every report of the socalled peace process and “liberation”
attempts.
Every CNN reporter who, through his
perverse version of social consciousness, excuses away murder as a justified
expression of “Arab anger and humili-

ation,” becomes a willing accomplice
with acts of terror. By creating a world
order that condones the killing of Jews,
they become accomplices to the very
acts they are reporting. While they haven’t pulled the pin on 20 kilos of explosives, their words have created the
social climate that encourages this, and
as such, they are guilty.
Every media outlet whose bias and
prejudices condemn Israel for defending itself makes it more acceptable for
global terrorism to go on unchecked,
allowing and encouraging more of the
same.
The events that we are suffering
through, and the clear obstruction of
truth that enables them, are but one last
stage of our long and bitter exile. May
Hashem speedily redeem us.

A

llen Engelman, 28, was bitten by a
shark last Sunday while surfing in
Palm Beach, Florida.
A day later he returned to exact his revenge.
Engelman was bitten by a seven-foot
spinner shark and sent to the hospital,
where he received 15 stitches. On Monday,
he returned to the beach with his 5-yearold son and captured what he claims is the
exact same shark.
“Now that we got the shark that bit my
hand we’re going to filet and eat him,” he
said.
A commercial fisherman, Engelman said
that he has caught several sharks in the
past and has a good eye for their size and
shape. He added that he was “100 percent
sure” that he was bitten by a spinner shark.
Although some bystanders were upset
by Engelman’s catch, shark fishing is legal
on Florida beaches and spinner sharks can
be legally killed if they exceed 54 inches
from nose to tail.
When the shark came up between Engelman and his friend while the two were
paddling to a wave, he shouted to warn his

An Accomplice To Evil
CONTINUED FROM P. 12

friend of the shark’s presence then quickly
attempted to free his hand from the shark’s
grasp.
“He was pulling me with a lot of power,”
he said. “With my right hand I grabbed his
pectoral fin. He was tugging on my hand,
and I was tugging on him and he let go.”
A local shark expert and Engelman
opined that poor weather conditions causing rough tides led the shark to mistake Engelman’s hand for a fish.
“Certainly under high wind conditions
when the water is all choppy, it makes
it more difficult to see and you can have
these cases of mistaken identity,” the expert said.

process – because it advances my cause.
And who is to blame? Certainly in
a society that fosters such beliefs, every
member of the society is guilty. When
a mass murderer has succeeded in his
wanton killing, and his hometown
comes out en masse to celebrate, that
town is a participant in the murder. If
a culture encourages the brutal torture
of civilians by teaching it as an expression of religion and a “beautiful thing,”
then every member of that group shares
responsibility for the outcome. If the
National Palestinian Authority TV programming regularly shows messages
of hatred that promote murder and
self-mutilation, then the TV anchors,
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When Two Coins Tipped The Scale

and deliver words of rebuke, as was the
custom.
“Listen, my brothers,” he began, “and I
will tell you about a vision that I saw last
year, on Rosh Hashanah. In the Heavenly
Court, all the kingdoms and countries in
the world passed before the Almighty to
be judged like sheep before a shepherd.
I saw our city, Bucharest, come before
the Heavenly Throne. The record books
were opened and the deeds of the inhabitants were weighed on the Heavenly
scale. Two angels – one for the defense
and the other for the prosecution – stood
before the King of Kings. The defending
angel placed a sack full of gold coins on
the side of the scale marked “merit,” and
said, “Here is the astronomical sum of
one thousand dinars which the people of
Bucharest collect from the meat tax and
set aside for acts of charity and kindness,
Torah study, visiting the sick, and various
other good causes.”
The Malbim said, “My friends, the sack
of coins tipped the scale in our favor.”
The congregants smiled, pleased.
“But then, the prosecuting angel rose
and brought forward a ragged seventeen-year-old boy with wild, unruly hair.
The angel took two paltry coins from the
youth’s hand and placed them on the other side of the scale. Amazingly, the two
coins outweighed the thousand dinars.
The Heavenly Court was in an uproar!
How could it be?
“‘This boy,’ said the prosecution, ‘is
from a family of maskilim who live in
Bucharest, and like the others, they have
thrown off the yoke of Torah and mitzvos. One Erev Shabbos, this young boy
was wandering the streets when he realized that he had no money in his pockets
save for these two coins, and he knew he
did not have enough to purchase both
food and tobacco with so paltry a sum.
He therefore decided to fast on Shabbos
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sin of this boy or his family who are just
like him?’ countered the defending angel.
‘They were neither born nor raised in this
city. They have only settled there recently.’
“The Heavenly Court deliberated and
then announced its decision: ‘We cannot
destroy the city because of these wicked
people since they are strangers to the city.
However, in the coming year, all sinners
from this city must be banished!’”
The townspeople listened earnestly to
the Malbim’s words. What an interesting tale; but what did it have to do with
them?
“Rabbosai!” the Malbim suddenly
shouted. “It is one year later and once
again, I see the same vision I saw on Rosh
Hashanah of last year. But, oh, how I
tremble! The prosecuting angel is once
again presenting the same youth with
the two coins in his hand, and these two
coins are tipping the scales. The shocked
defending angel shouts, ‘But we already
told you that this boy and his friends are
not natives of the city!’
‘At this point, the prosecuting angel
quickly steps forward and presents a document signed by the important community leaders stating that the boy and his
family have been residing in the city for
generations. Apparently, they had enough
money to buy such a coveted document
and it is this very document that is about
to sink the entire city of Bucharest!”
The Malbim concluded his speech, and
a deadly fear fell upon the congregants.
Even the community leaders were shaken and afraid. Apparently, the speech had
the desired effect upon the congregants,
because on the day after Rosh Hashanah,
the instigators rushed to the governmental authorities and arranged for the decree
to be rescinded. All the Jews of Bucharest
who had been facing deportation were
freed from prison.

Just Like Ezra - Maury Rosenfeld .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Chaveirim — providing
roadside assistance

Mikvah Israel/ KGH Mikvah, Flushing

718-441-0505

Toby Pelman Mikvah/JCC of Hillcrest

718-268-6500

Hatzolah

718-969-4937

718-387-1750

Mikvah of Beth Israel of
Spinka, Rego Park

Chevra Kaddisha

718-849-9700
Eruv Hotline (Forest Hills)

718-544-6898
Eruv Hotline (Kew Gardens Hills)

718-263-3921

718-592-9786

Erna Lindenfeld Hachnossas
Kallah Fund

718-591-9599

Baby Equipment Gemach:
Tzivia Dietch

Bikur Cholim of Queens:

718-275-5287

718-380-7433

Shaindel Ruchel Baby Food Gemach

Kol Halashon

347-416-3672

718-395-2440

Table & Chair Gemach KGH

Vaad HaRabonim of Queens

718-520-9060
Tomchei Shabbos

718-850-8070
Cong. Mikvah Israel of Forest Hills

718-897-9370
Mikvah of Queens/
Forest Hills Mikvah

718-261-6380
Kew Gardens Mikvah, Richmond Hill

718-849-0065

917-882-1414

Modest Hospital Gown
Gemach of Queens

917-859-8177

Queens Jewish Community Council

718-544-9033

Avigdor’s Helping Hand

718-568-9720

Chickens for Shabbos

718-261-9723

Queens Kallah Gown Gemach

347-495-1011

To add to this list, please email your important
numbers to QueensJewishLink@gmail.com
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Hooked On Healing
Caroline Schumsky, LCSW, MS

K

Listen Twice, Speak Once

now this: When you have been deeply disappointed or had your heart
broken, everything tastes different.
People may sound unusual and the world
can look like night and day. Sometimes you
may feel asleep when you are wide awake
and alone when you are in a room full of
people. These may feel like merciless, brutal reminders that your life is so un-similar
now, and it is. But you will get past this, and
you will find happiness again – because you
deserve to, and your heart may even amaze
you with how much it can expand.
Do not try to destroy the memories of the
person you lost or who broke your heart.
Don’t erase them from your life and pretend
they never existed. Try to embrace the fact
that it is going to sting and hurt for a while.
But know that you were strong enough to
love someone so courageously, even if it
did not work out. No need to question everything you did, or to live in regret. Learn
from this and let your heart get even bigger

than it was before. Never let your heartache take you. You take your heartache,
because, guess what – you are a lot more
powerful than you think.
But what to say to someone going
through this? Sometimes...not much at all.
Listen, listen, and then listen some more.
Don’t get tangled up in your head about
what you are going to say next. You are not
here to preach or moralize or tell him why
you think he did what he did or felt what he
felt. Big egos tend to have very small ears.
Let him troubleshoot his own life by offering one thing he may need as much as air:
reassurance.
Simplify, and shed light. Ask questions.
Help him be more specific. After he shares,
you might say, “So this is what I heard you
say – was that right?” or “When you said
you don’t think you can handle this change,
what did you mean by that?”
Keep the questions way open-ended. No
“Yes or No” questions for starters. “Did you

have
a bad day?”
can only be answered
with Yes or No and you may even
“lead the witness” a tad by doing so. Instead,
try: “So, how was your day?” Allow him to
tell his own story. Shy away from guiding or
leading. “You must feel bad…” Hmm. Maybe now he does. Perhaps now he thinks he
should.

Oh, My…not Why.
Believe it or not, “why” questions can
be experienced as judgmental, or sanctimonious even. “Why didn’t you just quit

that job then?” “Why would you
even bother trying to talk to him?” It
doesn’t exactly make one feel empowered
or special, does it?
How about choosing from this smorgasbord: “What do you think is best for you
right now?” “How can I help?” (my fave) or
“Is there something you would like to do,
but perhaps haven’t tried yet?”
Repeat those stamps of approval over and
over, if need be. Give his efforts and actions
a big ole pat on the back. Affirm, assert, and
acknowledge.
“I really love the way you ____”
“I am really impressed with how you____”
“You displayed so much self-control
when you didn’t____”
And just think: When you talk, you learn
what you already know; but when you listen, you might just learn something new.
How awesome is that?

It’s Great to Relate…
But do not hijack the conversation by
making it all about you. True, you may have
gone through something similar and it may
help to share your story, but if you become
emotional and end up needing support
from the other person, this may not be the
time to disclose. Proceed with caution.
Sometimes our loved ones need to be
reminded that the deeper the love is, the
deeper the pain will be. If you lost a love
or something dear to you and are feeling
empty or hanging on by a thread, it is because you’ve experienced something so momentous and meaningful that most people
won’t ever experience in their entire lifetimes. Severe as it may seem, we may have
to gently call attention to our loved one to
be thankful for it, remind him how it once
made him feel, and even envision that he
may feel that kind of deep satisfaction and
love again.
There are days we may just want to curl
up, cry, and bawl on our bedroom floor; moments when we tear up but blink it away,
because we are in public and embarrassed;
times where our outward appearance may
look calm and collected but our insides are
literally crumbling. Every single day we will
feel differently and react differently from
the day before. Do not try to plan it out, my
friends. Do not even try to understand it all.
Try simply letting yourself be. Let yourself
feel. Let yourself heal.
As always, don’t lose your sense of humor, sweet friends. You know what they
say: “One advantage of talking to yourself
is that you know at least somebody’s listening.”
Feel free to share with me anytime. I
promise to listen. And hey, just think: “Silent” and “listen” are spelled with the same
letters.

Caroline is a licensed psychotherapist, Crisis
Counselor, writer, and dance instructor. She
has worked extensively with Jewish outreach
and is an individual psychotherapist. She can
be reached at 917-717-1775, Safehavenhealing@gmail.com, or facebook.com/pages/SafeHaven-Healing.
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Message From Our Rabbinic Consultant
R’ Yoel Schonfeld

Syrious?
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

hospitable to them. France, England, and
Belgium, among other countries, are hotbeds of Islamic terror. France and Belgium
in particular are facing threats to their very
existence as a nation. ISIS terror is only
the result of the years of tolerance of Islamic unrest in their countries – not to mention their publicly expressed sympathy for
the Palestinian cause against Israel. This
comes as Europe is trying to figure out how
to welcome thousands of refugees from
war-torn Syria. So the formula is simple:
Be nice to them and you get mass murder
for your kindness.
Now comes the question of accepting
Syrian refugees into the United States.
Well, the usual knee-jerking politically correct suspects, such as President Obama, Hillary Clinton (until she changes her mind),
Mayor de Blasio, and Governor Cuomo
have gone into high gear, proclaiming that
it is our values as a nation to accept these
refugees. Really? Is it our values to receive

refugees from a country whose citizens can
easily be our sworn enemy even if they are
escaping ruthless murderers? Is it our values to accept what may be the very seeds
of our undoing? Do we forget that the Syrians were among the cruelest to Israeli soldiers in captivity?

Have they not seen the nightmare
that this community has caused for Jews throughout Europe
and college campuses here?
So they will be vetted. That really helps.
The Tsarnaev brothers who blew up the
Boston Marathon not too long ago came
here under political asylum from war-torn
Chechnya. They were kids upon arrival,
who became radicalized here! Major Nidal Hasan was fully vetted by the US Army
and then went on to kill 13 soldiers in Fort
Hood. Most of the hijackers on 9/11 entered here legally.

G-d Loves Control Freaks
CONTINUED FROM P. 11

them to Russian generals.
Once, R’ Moshe happened to be in
the French headquarters when the generals were planning their next offensive.
Maps were sprawled out across the table while officers debated the military
options that would give the Russians a
decisive blow. R’ Moshe pretended not to
understand what was going on, and the
generals paid him no heed.
The door burst open suddenly and in
strutted Napoleon himself. The generals
sprang to their feet and stood at attention.
“Who is this stranger?” Napoleon demanded to know, pointing directly at R’
Moshe. And without breaking stride, Napoleon dashed towards him, declaring,
“You, sir, are a spy!” Napoleon quickly
pressed his hand to R’ Moshe’s chest to
feel if his heart was beating rapidly.
But R’ Moshe was in full command
of his emotional response: his heart did
not pound and his face did not pale and
his palms did not sweat. “Your Majesty,”
he replied calmly and in an impeccable
French, “your generals appointed me interpreter, and I await their orders.” His
ability to control his emotions had saved
him from certain death.
When two men wagered 400 zuz to
see if they could anger Hillel, but failed
to do so, Hillel replied—calmly—“It is
better that you lose 400 zuz, than Hillel
get angry” (Shabbos 31a). He was in control of his emotions.
Don’t get me wrong: emotions are
adaptive functions that hold important
functions in our development. Anger can
show that we care deeply about something. Sadness can show empathy. Fear
enables us to protect ourselves. Jealousy can push us to achieve new heights
(Shabbos Inbox, Queens Jewish Link, Vol.
IV, No. 41). Anxiety can improve preparation. Emotions are a critical and positive
aspect of our lives.
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How can we turn down women and children? Keep in mind that at least two of the
dead terrorists in France were women. In
Israel, Palestinian women are now routinely committing acts of terror, including the
day this article is being written. Children?
We vividly recall 13-year-old Arab terrorists
attacking other kids. And like the Tsarnaev
brothers, the little ones grow up to be big
ones.
What is really irksome is the Jewish reaction by some organizations. To his credit,
Senator Schumer has been very cautious in
dealing with this issue. Many Democrats,

But there is an unhealthy preoccupation with emotions, presupposing that
we are beholden to them. He made me
angry. This makes me jealous. That makes
me sad. But these are misnomers. Nothing and no one can “make” you feel anything. Things may contribute to your
emotions, but only you control them. As
Oscar Wilde resolved, “I don’t want to be
at the mercy of my emotions. I want to
use them, to enjoy them, and to dominate them.”
Indeed, the Torah rejects the modern-day glorification of “emotions” as
unyielding, because while many commandments direct actions (e.g., matza,
tefillin, Shabbos), many others direct
the emotions: “You shall love Hashem
your G-d” (Devarim 6:5); “You shall not
hate your brother in your heart” (Vayikra
19:17); “You shall not desire your neighbor’s house…” (Devarim 5:18). These commandments instruct us to fashion our
emotions—implicitly telling us we have
the ability to do so.
How do we control our emotions?
That question is more difficult to answer. Some suggest taming them
through intellectual effort, i.e., by internalizing facts that belie our emotions
(Ibn Ezra, Shemos 20:13; see also Chazon
Ish, Hilchos Shabbos 56:4). For instance,
someone who is easily angered might
contemplate the repercussions of anger and how it accomplishes nothing.
To others, emotional control is purely
about willpower (Sefer HaChinuch, No.
416). But clearly we have the capacity to
master our feelings.
Before Pesach one year, two emissaries of a sizeable town travelled to R’
Aryeh Leib Yellin in Bielsk to sell the
town’s chometz. R’ Aryeh Leib sat down
and meticulously recorded every item
of chometz in the town, as well as the
names and addresses of the owners and
the locations where the chometz would
be stored over Pesach.
After filling several pages in this man-

in fact, are not with the president on this.
But a classic organization of Jewish Immigrants, HIAS, is asking for the president to
admit 100,000 Syrian refugees! Have they
not seen the nightmare that this community has caused for Jews throughout Europe
and college campuses here? We as Jews

have a right – a duty! – to say no! We do not
want to invite our own peril. Yes, we too
were refugees, but we had never fomented
terror in our host countries. We were never racist against other minorities. What is
wrong with us? How far can our guilt go?
What is worse is that a major highly regarded Orthodox organization has jumped
onboard the same bandwagon. I am embarrassed to refer to it by name. They even
drew the comparison to refugees from the
Holocaust. What an affront to those victims and survivors. My father, who spent
the war years trying to keep a step ahead of
Hitler, was more outraged than I am. We
both engaged the leadership of this organization by phone and e-mail. They must
hear from you too. We expect this bleeding
heart attitude from the Reform or Conservative, who are guided by a religion of “Jewish compassion,” no matter what the consequences. But an Orthodox, Torah-guided
organization should know better. Jewish
survival – in fact, our country’s survival –
should be priority number one.
Call your political representatives. Call
any organization that you feel is doing the
wrong thing and let them know. There is
no greater mitzvah.

Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld is the Rabbi of the Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills, President of
the Vaad Harabonim of Queens, and the Rabbinic Consultant for the Queens Jewish Link.
ner, one of the emissaries accidentally
knocked over the bottle of ink, spilling
its contents all over the handwritten
pages and effectively blacking-out all the
information R’ Aryeh Leib had painstakingly chronicled. The emissaries were
petrified. Not only had they wasted R’
Aryeh Leib’s time and effort, they even
caused him to lose a nearly full bottle of
ink, itself a valuable commodity in those
days.
But to their surprise, R’ Leib did not
say a word. He simply pulled a new sheet
of paper from the ream and rewrote the
entire list from memory.
A similar story is told about R’ Moshe
Feinstein. When his student, R’ Nisson Alpert, once inadvertently spilled a
bottle of ink on a volume of R’ Moshe’s
prized Shulsinger Shas, R’ Moshe is said
to have commented, “How beautiful the
Gemara looks on blue paper!” On another occasion, R’ Moshe was picked up by a
student to drive to an appointment. The
student helped R’ Moshe into the car and
then closed the door. At his destination,
R’ Moshe was greeted by another student
who noticed that his hand was swollen

and bleeding. “What happened?” the second student asked. R’ Moshe explained
that the first student slammed the door
on his hand, but he didn’t say anything
so not to embarrass the student.
I don’t suggest for a second that we
hide or suppress emotions. Judaism is
decidedly emotional and encourages us
to feel. “G-d wants the heart” (Sanhedrin
106b). He wants us to feel, to experience,
to exhibit emotion. Apathy is to be avoided at all costs (Toras Ha’Adam [Ramban]).
But while we can and should feel deeply,
our emotions must be guided by intellect and moral and ethical obligations.
It is precisely because our feelings are so
important that we must control them,
not vice versa.
We live in unprecedented times,
where there is more than ample reason
to be consumed with emotion. Pain.
Fear. Anxiety. Despair. Jealousy. Pity. Disgust. Anger. All these are normal emotional reactions to things happening in
the world around us.
The challenge is not succumbing
to our emotions. The challenge is controlling them.
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Your Say • Readers Write
Dear Editor:

I am writing to you to express my dismay that an article was published in May
(“How the Mighty Have Fallen,” by Shmuel
Sackett, May 21, Issue #112) praising Rabbi
Freundel of Washington, DC, the rabbi
who put a camera in the mikvah and did
other perverted things.
Abuse is not something to be praised,
and someone who does such things doesn’t
deserve any respect. I do not want to see
newspapers on my doorstep praising such
people. We need to have a zero tolerance
to such behavior in our community.
Howard Schoenfeld
SHMUEL SACKETT’S RESPONSE:
Heaven forbid that abuse should be
praised. Not one word of praise was given to the abuse. As a matter of fact, here
are direct quotes from the article you commented on:
My goal is not to minimize their actions,
nor to make light of a very serious situation… When stories came out about the
lives that were ruined, communities that
were shattered, and trust that was broken,
I had no words, and this article was not an
attempt to excuse any of their actions.
So I ask, where was abuse praised, as
you wrote in your Letter to the Editor?
The only thing I commented on was
my positive experiences with Rabbi Freundel as my 12th grade rebbe in Yeshiva High
School of Queens way back in 1979. He had
a terrific, positive impact on my life, and
I felt the need to tell that side of him, of
which most people were unaware. In no
way at all do I, nor anyone associated with
this newspaper, condone the acts of which
he was accused and for which he was convicted.

14 Kislev 5776 • Vol. IV No. 42 (#137)

Dear Editor:

There are two kinds of American holidays, those with national, historical origins and those with religious origins,
many of which have been secularized and
commercialized. The latter types of holidays are generally attractive to people of
many religious persuasions, who do not
realize that they have been lured by the
retail industry. Many of these days are in
fact of Christian and pagan (avodah zarah)
origin. This information is all easily accessible on the Internet.

Some National Holidays
MLK’s Birthday
Lincoln’s Birthday (in some states)
Washington’s Birthday
Presidents’ Day
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Election Day
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day

Some Religious Holidays
New Year’s Day
St. Valentine’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day
Good Friday
Palm Sunday
Easter
Halloween (All Hallows’ Eve, followed
by All Saints’ Day)
Christmas
It would be valuable to incorporate a
small segment into yeshivah high school
American history classes, so that those
who aspire to live a Torah-based life do
not become confused.
Sincerely, Ellen Frankel

Dear Editor:

I wish to comment on the “Profiles in
Courage” article that appeared in the August 13, 2015, issue of the Queens Jewish
Link.
It says: “Gavriel [Sassoon] wholeheartedly accepted his tragic loss as the will of
G-d.” That sentence assigns a nasty motive
to G-d. In my opinion, G-d had nothing to
do with this tragedy, because G-d allows
free will in the world. Gavriel chose to
not have working smoke detectors in his
house. He was too busy or ignored basic
safety procedures, thinking that such a

Dear Editor:

We always look forward to your
now-weekly edition of the QJL. It’s a great
package of local, Israel, and international
Jewish news and opinion.
So how do the Mets fit into this paradigm? Issue #133’s (October 29) front-page
op-ed on the Mets has no place in your
Jewish paper, especially given the almost

Dear Editor:

As a weekly reader of the QJL, I was
quite disappointed with the full-page feature on Friday the 13th and Halloween. I
was shocked to see any mention of it at all
in a Jewish newspaper. I thought you had
higher standards than to allow one of your
writers to ask people in our community
what they thought about Friday the 13th and
Halloween – two days that have no place on
the Jewish calendar. Furthermore, I wonder why it was assumed by the author that
these two days are even on the minds of our

tragedy could not happen. Are we to assign blame to G-d for the Holocaust? The
Nazis exercised free will to conduct their
vile acts. There is a midrash that G-d made
a covenant with the Satan as a condition
for creating the world when G-d argued
with the angels. G-d cannot break a covenant about free will unless the Jewish
people are about to disappear, because G-d
also made a Covenant with Abraham.
G-d does not break covenants. Gavriel
will forever suffer because he knows, in his
heart, that he shares the blame, not G-d.
Sid Krimsky

total saturation of the team in the other
media. Did you run out of Jewish-themed
topics? Did you feel the Mets were inadequately covered in the mainstream media?
The only imperative of “Ya Gotta Believe” is belief in the Ribbono shel Olam,
not the Mets.
Regards,
P.B., KGH

Jewish community members. I was quite
shocked to see any mention of this in your
paper and think it is highly inappropriate
subject matter for an Orthodox paper such
as yours to include. My children read your
paper as well and do not need to see matter
that is not relevant to the Jewish people.
Please proof your paper better and
choose wiser subject matter to include. If
you do not have enough articles with good
content, then perhaps make the paper
shorter.
From a disappointed QJL reader
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Hundreds of people enjoyed bagels, cold meats, hummus, fresh fruit, chips, and more as they
lingered in the Billings airport terminal
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

rebbetzin of the nearest Chabad. This was
no small feat, as the Chabad is located in
Bozeman, Montana, more than two hours
away. The reaction was positive, with
many calling this a great kiddush Hashem
(sanctification of G-d’s name). People on
the Internet indicated that this motivated
them to donate to Chabad.
Without trying to diminish the chesed
(act of kindness) that was done, the people
who were being helped only had a break

52 weeks a year by providing them with
cooked kosher meals. Yet the appreciation
and outpouring of financial support by
the community is lacking. We are forced
to regularly try to solicit funds to keep the
program going. I am trying to do my part
to raise funds by riding on Thanksgiving
Day to all the locations where those who
receive the kosher meals on wheels live. It
is also to send a message that I am making
a public demonstration, at least one day a
year, that we should remember the plight
of those less fortunate.

47°

Chavie Bruk, co-director of Chabad-Lubavitch of Montana in Bozeman with her husband,
39°
36°
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Rabbi
Chaim Bruk, drove a car full of kosher food to Billings Logan International Airport
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The question is why the story about the El Al flight
received media coverage while QJCC’s
Project Chaim and other programs helping those in need do not
of a few hours. They ate before they left
on the flight and planned to eat once they
got to Los Angeles. It was just that the food
was running out and for a few hours they
may not have had food to eat.
If this situation warranted such a positive response in the media and online,
a fortiori should the same response be to
an organization that helps those who are
homebound and worry day by day as to
their next meal. The Queens Jewish Community Council helps homebound seniors

This past Shabbos was Shabbos Hatzolah. We all know about the important
work that Hatzolah does. However, how
often do we think about those who are
doing the work? The EMTs and the ambulance drivers are all volunteers. For
them to take time during their busy week
would be a great chesed in and of itself,
and something that deserves our accolades.
Hatzolah, however, works 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. Therefore, while we
are enjoying our Shabbos with friends and

Queens elected officials and community leaders pack food packages for needy seniors as
part of QJCC’s Project Chaim

family, they are on call saving lives. While
we are davening in shul, they are on call
saving lives. Whatever appreciation we can
give to these individuals is not enough.
The question is why the story about the
El Al flight received media coverage while
QJCC’s Project Chaim and other programs
helping those in need does not. I would
hope that it is not due to the fact that we

can relate to being stuck on a plane without food but cannot relate to homebound
seniors. Organizations such as Hatzolah
and QJCC do great work. Those who do the
leg work in these organizations deserve to
be praised. What they do in helping others is a great kiddush Hashem. All they ask
from us is our financial support so they can
continue to help all of those in need.

Warren S. Hecht is a local attorney. He can be reached at whecht@aol.com
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Disclaimer
While we make every effort to publish articles that are within
the bounds of normative halachah and hashkafah, we cannot take
responsibility for every article written. If you
feel that anything you read is objectionable,
please write a letter to the editor and, if appropriate, it will be published.
Additionally, the views expressed in any
political article appearing in this publication
are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of the Queens
Jewish Link. The Queens Jewish Link does not
support or endorse any political candidate.
Thank You.
QJL Staff
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Disclaimer
Please be
advised that
the QJL takes
no responsibility of the
Kashruth
standards of any of its advertisers. Do not take the fact
that an eatery appears in our
paper as a kosher endorsement of their product. If you
feel that a particular establishment is under questionable
supervision, please consult
your rabbi for his advice.
Thank You.
QJL Staff
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Rabbi’s Musings & Amusings
Rabbi Dani Staum

T

Revised Yeshivah Curriculum

here is an ongoing raging debate
whether our contemporary educational system is adequately preparing our children for life. Many of the skills
necessary for success in school are simply
not so important in life, and vice versa.
The question thus becomes how we can
best utilize our children’s formative years
to give them practical tools and knowledge
that they will be able to use for the rest of
their lives.
Personally, I have a few propositions for
topics and classes that I believe our yeshivos should be adopting. I, for one, would
have had an easier time if I was better
trained in these areas. Following are just a
few of my suggestions:

“Jewelry and Shaitels 101”
No, a little bracelet from the quarter
machine outside ShopRite is not a good
enough gift for your wife (even as a joke).
And, as ancient wisdom teaches, if you
want to remember your anniversary, just
forget it once! My mother once quipped to
me that she could buy four women’s hats
for the price of one of my hats. I responded
that I could buy five expensive hats for the
price of her cheapest shaitel. Part of the
class should include a field trip to a local
jewelry store. The students should look at
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all of the various types of jewelry and at the
price tags. Then, when they get back from
the store, their rebbeim should convince
them that they still must get married.

Truthfully, how is
a former yeshivah bachur
supposed to know
what a parsnip looks like?
“Vegetables and Grocery Shopping 102”
Have you ever seen a man shopping
without holding a cell-phone? Yes, women also talk on their phones while they are
shopping, but their conversations are about
everything and anything under the sun. A
man’s shopping conversation, however, is
centered around trying to figure out: which
brand, which aisle, and how many?
Truthfully, how is a former yeshivah
bachur supposed to know what a parsnip
looks like? The first time my wife told
me to bring home parsnip I brought home
horseradish. (I was wondering why she
was putting fresh maror in the chicken
soup…) She still loves to tell that story over.
Now, when I shop, I often ask a passing
female shopper about certain vegetables.

When the woman invariably laughs at the
question, I reply that the Gemara doesn’t
discuss what a scallion looks like.

“Flowers 103”
Before getting married, yeshivah guys
have to realize that flour is not only the
stuff that goes into cake and kugel. The
first time I walked into a florist after I got
married (which incidentally was the first
time I walked into a florist in my life) and
the florist asked me what I wanted, I replied that I wanted to buy flowers. When
she asked me what kind, I told her the ones

that go in a vase and die two days later.
Boy, would it have saved me some embarrassment if I knew the difference between
a rose, a hydrangea, and a cactus.
After our eldest was born, I went to my
usual florist to purchase Shabbos flowers.
She asked me if I wanted baby’s breath as
filler, but I replied that, thank G-d, we now
had our own source of baby’s breath (and
crying) at home.
If our yeshivos gave these three classes it would tremendously help our young
men prepare for life. But good luck finding
male teachers to teach the classes.

Rabbi Dani Staum, LMSW, is the Rabbi of Kehillat New Hempstead, as well as guid-

ance counselor and fifth-grade rebbe in ASHAR, and Principal at Mesivta Ohr Naftoli of New
Windsor. He can be reached at stamtorah@gmail.com. His website is www.stamtorah.info.
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As I See It
Cynthia Zalisky

“Hakaras HaTov” (Appreciating)

W

ell, it’s Thanksgiving time, and in
following with what seems to be
my tradition, I would like again
to extol the virtues of giving thanks during
this season for our individual blessings and
our collective ones as Jews living specifically in America. Hakaras ha’tov is one of
the most important values that we Jews
have. We are unique in understanding that
everything that happens in this world is
controlled by G-d; but we can’t take that for
granted. Each day we thank Him for life,
our bounty, our safety, etc. Nothing that
we accomplish individually or as a people
is without Divine intervention. I hate to
burst anyone’s bubble, but our successes
have very little to do with us; it isn’t because we are so good-looking or so smart.
It is because G-d destined it for us. One
hundred times a day, Jews recite the blessings that say thank you. We do not obsess
with what we are missing in our lives, but
rather we are grateful for what we have.
That is the healthy Jewish perspective that
we should adhere to.
Aldous Huxley, noted philosopher, identified an unfortunate character flaw in our
society. He wrote, “Most human beings
have an almost infinite capacity for taking
things for granted.” I am well aware that it
is very hard to be appreciative at all times.
We get caught up in our daily nonsense
and rat race existence that doesn’t allow us
time “to smell the roses” and appreciate the
positive things in life. We especially don’t

think about the blessings of living in the
United States of America.
Thanksgiving Day affords us an opportunity to reflect on our living in the US as
free citizens – living without governmental
discrimination and oppression. That is a
very big deal and an anomaly in our tragic
history. Our historical scenario has been
one of being continuously used and abused
throughout the ages, usually to have our

tatoes and live hedonistically and feel that
Hashem will do all the tasks for us. That
is not what our sages teach us. We must
be busy doing “G-d’s work.” We need to do
mitzvos and care about our community.
At my Thanksgiving table, I like to ask
my family members, and grandchildren especially, what they are thankful for. It is
very enlightening to hear what they think
is important. It is a learning opportunity

Thanksgiving Day affords us an opportunity
to reflect on our living in the US as free citizens –
living without governmental discrimination and oppression
rights ultimately denied and our contributions minimized and maligned. Usually
we were tormented and then exiled from
each country that we thought would be an
appropriate place to settle in the Diaspora.
The United States of America, on the
other hand, has been good to Jews since
its inception. The Constitution guaranteed
us freedom of religion, freedom to prosper,
and freedom to grow as a people. I remember former Congressman Gary Ackerman
once say at a gathering that QJCC coordinated that “America and Israel are the only
places on this planet that Jews can be guaranteed to live according to the dictates of
our faith without fear of incrimination or
worse.”
But we cannot just sit back as couch po-

for us to teach hakaras ha’tov to our young,
and it is a chance to discuss Jewish American history.
As we sit down to the Thanksgiving
meal or Shabbos s’udah, we have plenty to
eat, baruch Hashem. We serve many side
dishes, traditional foods, and desserts that
make the meal very enjoyable. I remember
thinking upon viewing the famous Norman
Rockwell Thanksgiving meal portrait, with
everyone passing around the many dishes
to eat, that that was the way my mother’s
Shabbos and Yom Tov table always looked
like; but unfortunately there are families
and seniors who have very little to eat.

These are members of our community, and
we have an obligation to help them.
QJCC’s Project Chaim initiative was
established to provide kosher meals-onwheels for the most vulnerable population in our community – advanced aged,
home bound seniors. What can we do to
help combat hunger amongst our own in
the community? We cannot in good conscience do nothing. Here is a suggestion.
Warren Hecht, former president of QJCC,
is doing his bit on Thanksgiving Day by riding his bike as a fundraiser, visiting all 130
clients who receive Project Chaim meals
all over the borough of Queens. Won’t you
please be a sponsor for this tremendous
act of tz’dakah? Please send your contribution to QJCC (119-45 Union Turnpike,
Forest Hills, NY 11375), earmarked Thanksgiving Project Chaim. He will be doing all
the work; we just have to be a financial
sponsor and then go back to watching the
Macy’s parade or football at our pleasure,
knowing that we will be doing our part
contributing to a very important mitzvah.
Permit me to extend my gratitude to all
of you for helping us at QJCC make Project
Chaim a success. Our seniors deserve the
best. The US has been good to us. On this
Thanksgiving Day, let’s not lose sight of
that. May Hashem bless you and continue
to bless the United States of America.

Cynthia Zalisky is the Executive Director of the Queens Jewish Community. She can be
contacted at czalisky@qjcc.org

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR FREE SEMINAR ABOUT

Your Life, Your Legacy!!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015 FROM 3:00PM TO 4:30PM

Schwartz Bros. Jeffer Memorial Chapels

114-03 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, New York 11375

Discussion Presenters and Topics will Include:
STEPHEN DUER ~ Certified Dignity Memorial® Presenter

-

-

Preparing Your Life Your Legacy with Advance Funeral Planning

MICHAEL BOND ~ ESQ

-

-

The Eldercare Laws regarding your Estate Planning

NOLAN ALTMAN ~ Genealogist

The Importance of Cemetery Records in Jewish Genealogical Research
RSVP by December 1, 2015 to
Family Service Counselor Kristina D’Andrea at 718-793-2739
Hosted by Licensed Funeral Director, Jennifer Martin

Light Refreshments will be served! (Dietary laws will be observed)
Sponsored by

Schwartz Bros-Jeffer Memorial Chapels
114-03 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, New York 11375
718-263-7600 • www.sbjmemorialchapel.com
This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141
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QJL On The Street
Shira Frager

Thanksgiving

T

hanksgiving is this week, and despite the
horrors of terrorism around the world, QJL
readers took a moment to ponder and discuss their plans for the holiday. While some may
be spending some extra time with their families,
others will be continuing their normal routine,
claiming Thanksgiving does not play a major role in
their lives as Orthodox Jews.

What are your plans for this
year?
Sara P: Probably go hang out
with friends.
Nava P: Turkey with my oldest
daughter.
Uriel A: Work.
What, from this year, are you
most thankful for?
Nava P: Getting into school and
seeing my kids.
Avraham A: This job [at Sushi
Meshuga].
Emanuel R: Living life to the
fullest.
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L to R- Emanuel R, Uriel E, Avraham A.

L to R- Nava P, Yael K.

Rena P.

Do you celebrate Thanksgiving?
Do you think religious Jews should celebrate Thanksgiving?
Rena P: Yes, I do. I don’t think that it’s a religious holiday; I feel it’s a time we
can get together with the family. It’s nice – we just have lunch.
Yael K: Never. I don’t think it has any effect on being Jewish.
Sara P: Yeah, I do. I think yes (religious Jews should celebrate) because it’s
America and we have to give thanks for that, and no – because it’s not our holiday.
Do you prefer chicken, turkey, or something else on Thanksgiving Day?
Rena P: Turkey.
Yael K: Turkey.
Emanuel R: Honestly, anything. Chicken, turkey, doesn’t matter.
Which stores will you be hitting Black Friday?
Sara P: There’s gonna be an attack on Black
Friday, I heard. Someone sent a WhatsApp to me,
saying, “Don’t go out, they are targeting [people]
in America.”
Uriel A: Probably nothing, but generally [I buy]
clothing – Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin Klein.
Avraham A: Macy’s.
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1200 People Attend RSA Dinner Honoring HaRav Noach Isaac Oelbaum

Historic dinner also honors Rabbi & Mrs. Baruch Lovett, Mr. & Mrs. Yitzchak Gelb,
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Stern, and 36 new musmachim
Harav Dovid Harris shlita, Rosh HaYeshiva,
addressing the audience

By Rabbi Yisrael Gelb

A

tremendous Kiddush Hashem was
made this past Sunday as over 1200
people attended the Rabbinical
Seminary of America’s 82nd Anniversary
Dinner and Chag HaSemichah at Terrace on
the Park in Queens. The range of emotions
ran from poignant to excited, from pride in
Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim’s past accomplishments to inspiration and chizuk to continue the holy mission of the Yeshiva.

Rabbi Aryeh Zev Ginzberg, the Dinner
Chairman, served as the Master of Ceremonies. The program began with t’hilim in
response to the serious matzav of acheinu
B’nei Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael, as well as on
behalf of various cholim connected to the
Yeshiva.
Rabbi Ginzberg then introduced HaRav
Dovid Harris, shlita, Rosh HaYeshiva. HaRav
Harris mentioned that, although we seem
to be experiencing a tremendous midas
ha’din, simultaneously we are experiencing

a ruach mi’marom – a transformation of the
Torah landscape of America and beyond.
He proceeded to speak of the remarkable
power of the Yiddishe n’shamah to connect
to true, genuine Torah. Even in a Jew who
seems so distant from Torah, a spark can
be ignited to bring him back to Torah and
a Torah way of life. Quoting the previous
Rosh HaYeshiva, HaRav Henach Leibowitz
zt”l, he related a midrash that comments
that Yitzchak smelled the fragrance of Yaakov’s b’gadim, which is an illusion to the

Mr. Charlie Deutsch,
Honorary Chairman of the Midwest,
addressing the crowd

Dr. Allan Jacob, Chairman of the board,
addressing the crowd

Mr. Leon Stern receiving the
Dr. Raymond Feinberg zl Chesed Award
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rebels, the treacherous of klal Yisrael. The
midrash relates the story of Yosef Meshisa
who was a Roman collaborator who entered into the Beis HaMikdash and took
out the Menorah. The Romans requested
that he enter a second time and take another vessel out. He refused. They offered
him freedom from three years of taxes, but
he remained steadfast. They then resorted to cruel torture – but he did not bend,
ultimately dying al kiddush Hashem. The
Rosh Yeshiva zt”l said: “Something detonated in the heart of this Roman collaborator
to empower him to return to Hashem with
such commitment and dedication.” More
significant than all the great tzadikim that
would descend from Yaakov is the fact that
all Jews – even the most distant – the renegades – have the capacity of total devotion
to Hashem. Pure Torah with no embellishments, no compromises, connects with
this deep force within each Jew and can
generate a spiritual explosion. As he would
often quote from his father, “They are waiting for us!”
Following this, Dr. Allan Jacob, Chairman of the Board, spoke about the incredible power of emes, demonstrating how
many of the Yeshiva’s affiliates occupy
CONTINUED ON P. 44

Rabbi Baruch Lovett receiving
the Keser Shem Tov Award
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Harav Noach Isaac Oelbaum shlita receiving
the Maran Harav Henach Leibowitz ztl Award

National Ambassadors of Torah
receiving special gifts

Mr. Yitzchak Gelb
receiving the Parents of the Year Award

Rabbi Herschel Welcher, Rabbi Hecht,
and others at RSA’s 82nd Dinner

Partial view of the 1200 attendees
at RSA 82nd Dinner
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Partial view of family and friends of Rav Noach
Isaac Oelbaum Shlita at the Dinner
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Rabbi Dovid Orlofsky Speaks In Forest Hills
By Susie Garber

O

n Sunday evening, November 15, Rabbi Dovid Orlofsky spoke to a large
gathering at Beth Gavriel on behalf
of Chazaq, the Queens Jewish Community
Council, and Beth Gavriel. With warmth
and humor, Rabbi Orlofsky conveyed important Torah ideas. He shared that after
9/11, he visited Rav Moshe Bulman and Rav
Moshe Shapiro for their thoughts on the
horrific event. They both said that this is
the war before Mashiach. Two things can
protect us in this time: They are Torah and
chesed. At this time, chesed is even more
important.
Rabbi Orlofsky then spoke about Avraham Avinu who was the paradigm of kindness. He would bring in guests and offer
such perfect hospitality and then ask them
to recognize Hashem. So Avraham introduced G-d to people through chesed. This
is how Jewish people can bring G-d into
the world. Performing kind acts brings a
transformation into the world. Just one
nice word or a smile can make a huge difference for someone else. Rav Yisroel Salanter
taught that our face is in the public domain,
so we have the responsibility to look cheer-

A

ful as we look to perform acts of chesed.
Rabbeinu Yonah taught that the last test
for Avraham Avinu was buying the grave for
his wife. When Efron HaChiti mistreated
him, Avraham did not lose his temper or
get upset. He maintained his self-control.
Throughout our lives we have many opportunities for offering a kind word or a smile.
There are so many easy kind acts available
to us.
We have to ask ourselves what we can
do to bring Hashem into the world by intro-

ducing good character traits and kind acts.
He then shared a true story about a woman
who wanted to make a difference, so she
started baking cupcakes for children with
special needs. This then grew into a whole
big endeavor with a website for homemade
treats. Other women began baking for other schools. A woman in Beit Shemesh heard
this story and this inspired her to start an
organization that donates pots and pans
and other household necessities for brides.
Rabbi Orlofsky continued. One of the

greatest kind acts we can perform is to listen. He noted that when we pray for rain,
we ask Hashem to remember the act Yaakov performed of rolling the rock off the
well. The Alter of Slabodka taught us that
we can learn the great merit we can accrue
from even a small kind act from this. Every kind act we perform has cosmic consequences. He concluded that every time we
do a kind act we change the world into a
better place.
(Photo credits: Aharon Katz/QJL)

Reception For Queens Hatzolah Held In Manhattan

reception on behalf of Queens Hatzolah was held at the Manhattan
offices of Extell Development Company on Thursday evening, November 19,
hosted by its Chairmen, Mr. Gary Barnett
and Mr. Simon Alishaev.
Among those in attendance were dig-

nitaries of the Bukharian community including Boris Aronov, Leon Nektalov, and
Joseph Alishaev.
Everyone committed to support Hatzolah and to contribute and help raise the
needed funds to purchase a new, state-ofthe-art ambulance.

L-R: Shiu Reichmann, most senior member of Queens Hatzolah; Yitschok Rowe, President
of Queens Hatzolah; Simon Alishaev, prominent askan of the Bukharian community and
one of the event hosts; Gary Barnett, CEO of Extell Development Co., in whose offices the
event was held and the other event host; Leon Nektalov, prominent askan of the Bukharian
community; Boris Aronov, co-president of the Bukharian Jewish Center of Jamaica Estates;
Yechiel Nakdimen, Director of Development of Q
 ueens Hatzolah

Demystifying Mental Illness: A Lecture At Etz Chaim
By Susie Garber

K

Dr. Mel Breite (L) with Dr. Robert Barris
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udos to Dr. Mel Breite, MD, Founder and Director of the Navigating the Medical System
Lecture series, and everyone who attended
the Navigating the Medical System lecture on Tuesday
evening, November 17, at Congregation Etz Chaim. The
lecture, given by Dr. Robert Barris, MD, who is a psychiatrist, was both informative and uplifting. Though
mental illness can be a sensitive topic, it really needs
to be brought out in the open. It is such a shame that
there is so much stigma attached. There are so many
advances today in terms of medicines for psychiatric
illnesses, as well as psychotherapies. Dr. Barris stated,
“Why suffer with any ailment when there are available
options and treatments to alleviate suffering?” It is a
shame for people not to get the help they need when
it is available. Dr. Barris quoted his wife, Sara L. Barris,
PsyD, a well-known psychotherapist. She often says
that the healthiest people are those in therapy. They
are taking charge of their lives and want a deeper understanding of themselves, etc.”
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Dr. Barris praised Dr. Breite for bringing the Navigating the Medical System Lecture Series to our community. No one knows his body better than himself. This
lecture series is all about empowerment for patients
and loved ones. It is a key to good health to be as educated as one can be. With any medical issue, it is important to know as much as you can. He noted that,
due to the heavy stigma regarding mental illness, people may have felt awkward coming to the program. He
expressed how happy he is that rabbis are now openly
referring congregants to psychiatrists and psychotherapists. This is a big step forward and needs to happen.
Dr. Barris then shared some valuable ideas and tips.
He stated that early diagnosis brings a better prognosis. Sometimes, unfortunately, people are in denial for
decades. Self-esteem is a vital theme. One woman had
a child with ADHD and she refused to give him medication. The result was social isolation and lowering
of self-esteem for her child. We have to get over ego
issues and embrace what is happening and seek the apCONTINUED ON P. 38
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Community Snapshots

Aharon Katz is a Queens-based photographer who currently works
for the Queens Jewish Link and is a photographer at Yaakov Katz Studios.

Photo Credits: Aharon Katz

Motzaei Shabbos, November 21, Kew Gardens

Yeshiva Ketana of Queens Zayde-Father-Son Melave Malka at Shaare Tova

– Motzaei Shabbos, November 21, Kew Gardens Hills

Pittsburgher Rebbe making Havdalah
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Photos from last Wednesday’s KGH reception
on behalf of Yeshiva & Mesivta Torah Vodaath

Photo Credits: Shulim Goldring

Chazaq Ladies’ Night Out
By Tzippy Preil
Nine years ago, Mrs. Charlene Aminoff
was just like every other wife and mother.
Her life was transformed when two-yearold Gali drowned in their Miami pool. In
the terrifying moment when Charlene’s
reality settled in, she reacted in the way
Jews have always responded to tragedies:
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crying out to our Father in Heaven and
strengthening one’s level of keeping the
mitzvos. At the precise moment that Charlene showed G-d that she would cover her
hair and dress and act bi’tznius (with modesty), Gali’s heart began to beat.
The women at N’shei Chazaq (Women’s
Division) were captivated as Charlene’s ordeal unfolded. Throughout her tale they
felt her horror, pain, sorrow, relief, and

everlasting joy. Not only was her commitment to G-d strengthened, but also she
began spreading the beauty of the mitzvah
of hair covering by opening Gali’s Couture
Wigs and spreading her story worldwide.
She ended by encouraging every woman
to raise her level of commitment to G-d,
even if it’s only in some small way.
Following Mrs. Charlene Aminoff, Mrs.
Miriam Daniarov of Crowned had a spread

of merchandise for purchasing. Miriam
had a variety of mitpachot and head covering essentials to choose from. In the z’chus
of women increasing their sh’miras mitzvos, specifically in the mitzvah of covering
one’s hair, may we see y’shuos and g’ulos
for all of klal Yisrael.
For more information about upcoming
Chazaq events and programs, call Chazaq
at 718-285-9132 or e-mail Info@Chazaq.org.
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Bnos Malka Parent Appreciation M’laveh Malkah

T

he much anticipated Bnos Malka
Annual Parent Appreciation M’laveh
Malkah was held this past Motza’ei
Shabbos. To the delight of all, the evening
was a tremendous success. Michael Salzbank, the Bnos Malka Executive Director,
explained, “We have a wonderful parent
body who are truly our partners in educa-

tion and developing the next generation
of b’nos Torah. We all look forward to this
evening; with its inspirational divrei Torah
and the chance to enjoy each other’s company.” This year’s guest speaker was Reb
Moshe Schwerd, who masterfully shared
divrei Chazal on the subject of “chinuch”
and the impact parents have on the ensuing

generations. One parent remarked, “I have
heard Rabbi Schwerd on many occasions
and tonight he shared both inspiring and
thought-provoking ideas on our role as par-

ents.” The m’laveh malkah concluded with
the drawing of the annual raffle, where the
lucky grand prize winner won $10,000 and
2 round-trip, business class tickets to Israel.

Demystifying
Mental Illness:
A Lecture At Etz Chaim
CONTINUED FROM P. 32

propriate treatment.
He suggested that he sees children
who had been treated by various
psycho-stimulants and they just got
worse. The reason is that they may
have been bipolar. Bi-polar in children
manifests itself in a much different
fashion than in adults. Such children
may be more irritable and moody, and
they may have anger issues.
He noted that, beyond medication,
we need to cultivate a sense of equanimity. How can we learn to maintain a sense of balance? He shared a
favorite quote of his: “We can’t stop
the waves in life, but we can learn
how to surf.” He added that if we
surf, we avoid being dashed against
the rocks.
Dr. Barris pointed out that the
field of psychotherapy has changed
to include behavioral therapies
such as cognitive behavioral therapy and Dialectical Behavioral Therapy (DBT). He noted that psychodynamic therapy is still valuable,
but the results from the others can
be quicker. Pharmaceuticals have
changed as well, into more sophisticated medicines. The key word is to
make sure things are evidence-based.
The question we need to ask is: Are
these medications and therapies evidence-based? It is important to ask
a therapist what their orientation is
in terms of behavioral or psychodynamic therapy, etc.
Dr. Barris shared his excitement
that today cutting-edge psychotherapies include mindfulness practice. He
went on to discuss brain health and
how we can contribute to our brain
health. Exercises, mindfulness, and
nutrition can all promote the growth
of brain cells.
The lecture was followed by a question-and-answer session.
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Bais Yaakov Of Queens Students
Heart 2 Heart Letter-Writing Initiative
For Chanukah

A

s Rosh Chodesh Kislev approached
and students were learning the
skills of letter writing, Mrs. Sarah
Bergman and Mrs. Karen Reisbaum, general
studies principal and assistant principal of
Bais Yaakov Academy of Queens, discussed
the idea of a letter-writing campaign with
their teachers. Together, they planned a
school-wide activity for students to design
and decorate cards filled with Chanukah
wishes for chayalim, hospital patients, and
school children in Eretz Yisrael. The first
batch of more than 400 cards is already on
its way to Eretz Yisrael, to be delivered by a
grandparent of their students. Rabbi Mordechai Gewritz, Dean of Bais Yaakov, pride-

fully said, “In our Bais Yaakov we continuously strive to inculcate our talmidos with
ahavas Yisrael. This project is yet one more
vehicle through which this goal is realized.”

Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe Engages School
Counselor

YSZ launches Avot U’banim Program

A

nother exciting program was started at Yeshiva Sha’arei Zion Boys
Division! On every Motza’ei Shabbat YSZ students and their fathers come
together, with other fathers and sons,
to learn and review the Torah they have
learned in yeshivah. This scheduled time,
which is set aside specifically for learning, encourages fathers and sons to spend
quality time together. It is a magnificent
scene, to see so many parents being active
participants in their children’s learning.
Students whose fathers could not attend
the program are teamed up by program
directors with other boys and their fathers. Many pairs settle down to study
something they’ve decided on together.
Fathers beam with pride as they realize
that learning Torah is a nachat-filled experience!
“It’s amazing, seeing first-hand the
growth and love for learning that a program such as this one can impact during
this unique father-and-son time,” explains Rabbi Nissim Musheyev, Assistant
Principal at YSZ and Director of the Avot
U’Banim program. “Many fathers have
expressed their admiration after their
learning sessions, amazed at how much
their boys know!” This experience creates a lasting bond that gets stronger every week.
Of course, there were raffles, prizes,
pizza, sushi, and much, much more as an
incentive for the boys to keep on learning! Incentives such as these make the
evening fun and keep the students eager
to come back week after week. The Avot
U’banim learning continues to give children the message that Torah and mitzvot
can be rewarding in many ways.
“Walking around the room and seeing
the excitement on the boys’ faces, as well
as on the faces of the fathers was truly
contagious.” expressed Rabbi Yair Jacobs,
Director of YSZ. “And it was heartwarming to witness the bonding of the boys
with their fathers as they spent real quality time together, literally giving over the
Mesorah to the next generation!”
Children charge into the next week

I
I

n 2015 all parents raise their children
thinking about their educational
growth, but also with concern for
their social-emotional growth. To further
foster healthy social-emotional growth,
Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe has engaged Mrs.
Deetza Franklin as School Counselor. Mrs.
Franklin is an experienced school counselor with a master’s degree from Seton
Hall University. She is presently working
towards a licensure as a Mental Health
Counselor. She has worked for the NYC
Department of Education and has serviced
Title 1 eligible students at Yeshiva Tiferes
Moshe. In her private practice, she runs
an SST (social skills training program) for
young children.
Mrs. Franklin balances her week at Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe with one-on-one coun-
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more enthusiastic to learn and prepare!
It’s a win-win! Everyone wins! Everyone gains – fathers from sons, and sons
from fathers. Therefore it is appropriately
named Avot U’Banim! Fathers and sons!
What can be more wholesome? What can
be more holy than linking generations
and forging relations that matter most,
and in the most delightful way.

A “Pressing” Issue At Bnos Malka

n preparation for Chanukah, the Kindergarten class at Bnos Malka Academy paid a visit to the Jewish Children’s
Museum. The tour began at the olive
press, where they learned how olive oil
was made. They were so excited to have a
chance to press their own olives and then
use that oil to light a menorah. They spun

their own wicks from cotton-wool and
even made wax shamash candles. The children reenacted the search for a small vial
of olive oil during their “treasure hunt.”
Morah Zisi Koss loves this annual trip:
“The children get so excited to use their
own olive oil and wicks. The expressions
on their faces are priceless.”

seling, teaching a class-wide social-emotional curriculum to a number of classes.
In the classroom, she is utilizing the Social
and Emotional Learning (SEL) curriculum.
Some of the components addressed in the
curriculum are: self-awareness, self-management, relationship skills, and responsible decision-making. In addition to the
students she meets privately, Mrs. Franklin
is currently working with the Pre-1A, 1st and
4th grades. She is presently teaching the
“Second Step” SEL curriculum and is working closely with the teachers to maximize
carryover and effectiveness.
The Yeshiva thanks Counterforce Prevention/Intervention Program of the National Society for Hebrew Day Schools for
providing the funding to make this important appointment possible.
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MTA Enjoys An Unforgettable Shabbaton

By Shimmy Mandelbaum
(‘16)

L

ast weekend, nearly the
entire Yeshiva University
High School for Boys (MTA)
faculty and student body joined
together for what turned out to
be a thrilling experience for all.
The fourth annual MTA Yeshivawide Shabbaton – sponsored by
the Class of 2006 in memory of
David Rottenstreich (‘06; David

L

Chaim ben Tzvi Akiva, a”h) – started with separate programs for
the lower and upper classmen,
with the lower classmen jumping over to Bounce for hours of
fun and the upper classmen having the opportunity to attend the
Jets-Bills game on Thursday night
at MetLife Stadium.
Following these events, both
groups arrived at the Raleigh Hotel in upstate New York for a barbeque dinner that lasted late into

the night. After a good night’s
sleep, Rosh Chodesh davening,
and breakfast, the students were
at it again – partaking in various
activities including football, hiking, bowling, and mini-hockey
at or near the hotel. By the time
the sun had set, everyone from
9th grade to 12th grade had thoroughly enjoyed himself, but the
real fun had not yet even begun.
Upon the arrival of Shabbos,
and the “official” start of the

Shabbaton, the entire yeshivah
was addressed by Rabbi Taubes,
who discussed what it meant
to join together in unison with
one’s yeshivah, and Rabbi Tanchum Cohen, who gave a d’var
Torah, which further complemented the point. Throughout
Shabbos, students, teachers, and
rebbeim had the opportunity to
bond over matters both spiritual and recreational. Events such
as the divrei Torah and z’miros at

the Shabbos meals led by Rabbi
Soniker and MTA Seniors, the
hilarious MTA Newlywed Game
on Friday night, the Oneg Shabbos with Rabbi Mendelson’s
presentation, the late night “Ask
the Rabbis” session with Rabbis
Schiller and Taubes, the various
informal sessions and shiurim
with rebbeim and grade deans,
the annual game of “Assassin,”
and the inspiring shalosh s’udos
stories told by Rabbi Schenker,
all contributed to the outstanding bonding experience. For the
entire Shabbos, the Raleigh Hotel
was filled with a sense of ruach
emanating from the MTA crowd
as a whole, and the event culminated with Havdalah, the humorous Senior video, and spirited
dancing. All in all, the Shabbaton
was a huge success, and everyone
can’t wait for what the school has
in store for us next!
Heartfelt thanks are due to
all who helped put this terrific
weekend together, especially
Rabbi Green and Elie Hirt of our
Student Activities office for all
of their hard work.

HANC High School Celebrates Excellence: Nine New Members Inducted
Into The National Honor Society Induction

ast Tuesday evening, November 17, HANC High
School held its 40th National Honor Society Induction
Ceremony, honoring the 32 members of this prestigious organization and welcoming nine new inductees into the Maalot Chapter.
Members of the Honor Society
must maintain a 92 average and
represent excellence in Torah,
scholarship, service, character,
and leadership.
In an elegantly set-up auditorium, Rabbi Shlomo Adelman,
Principal/Menahel, opened the
ceremony with a brief D’var Torah that emphasized the importance of living a life as a true ben
or bat Torah, followed by the
singing of the Star Spangled Banner and the Hatikvah. Mrs. Carole
Tabin, Associate Principal, greeted the audience and spoke about
excellence. Mrs. Marie Palaia,
Faculty Advisor of the Honor Society, introduced the officers of
the Honor Society and welcomed
them to the stage to light candles and speak about the main
tenets that represent the illars on
which the Honor Society stands.
Co-Presidents Naomi Liviem and
Ari Levine, Co-Vice Presidents
Rachel Canter and Eric Lenefsky,
and Secretary David Rabanipour
each delivered a D’var Torah and
an explanation before lighting
their candle.
This was followed by Mrs. Carole Tabin, Associate Principal, Ms.
Tziporah Zucker, Assistant Principal, and Rabbi Daniel Mezei, Di-

rector of Student Life, presenting
the new inductees with their official certificates and membership
cards.
Rabbi Yisrael Weingot, a beloved Rebbe, was chosen by the
members of the Honor Society to
address them at this event. He was
greeted with a standing ovation
by all those present. Rabbi Weingot’s poignant message highlighted the importance of integrating
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knowledge and Torah throughout
our daily lives. Rabbi Weingot’s
heartfelt brachah left an indelible
impression on all those in attendance.
One of the highlights of the
evening was a surprise presentation inaugurating faculty member, Mrs. Susan Leichtman as an
honorary member to the National
Honor Society Maalot Chapter.
Mrs. Leichtman received a plaque

for being an outstanding Math
Teacher and educator. She was
joined by her husband for the presentation.
Rabbi Avraham Ismach, Director of Israel Guidance, Ms. Karen
Sheff, Director of College Guidance, Mrs. Myra Cohen, History
Department Chairperson, Mr.
Sam Kintzer, English Department
Chairperson, and Professor Quin
Murrell, Math Department Chair-

person took the stage to read the
accomplishments of our senior
members and to thank them for
their service to HANC.
After the presentation, all
members presented a yellow rose
to their parents and grandparents
to show their hakarat hatov for
guiding them to where they are
today. The induction ceremony
concluded with an elaborate collation.
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YHT 6th Grade Girls Bat Mitzvah Workshop

T

he 6th grade girls had a blast at the
annual Bat Mitzvah Workshop on
Motzaei Shabbat at Yeshiva Har Torah. The evening was packed with exciting
events, with parents and daughters enjoying the time together. After a delicious dairy
buffet, the girls rotated though different
workshops, discussing the deeper meaning
of being a Bat Mitzvah, jewelry making and
ultimately simcha dancing with Azamra DJ.
Following the workshops, the girls made

a beautiful, meaningful presentation and
shared projects that they had written about
their names, with their teacher Morah Rachel Mittelman. Everyone then enjoyed a
full dessert table by My Pretty Party, with
an exciting raffle at the conclusion. The
evening was a smashing success and a highlight of the year! Many thanks to the YHT
PTA, the parent sponsors, Azamra DJ and
Rivky Shamayev, as well as Mrs. Yaghoubi
and Ofra Levin for running the workshops.

Bais Yaakov Of Queens Rolls Out Red Carpet Welcome At Open House
By Susie Garber

A

s you step inside the Bais Yaakov
Academy of Queens, the first thing
you notice is the warmth and energy. Faculty and administration greet guests
warmly and enthusiastically. There is clearly magic going on in this school. You continually hear, “We are so thrilled you came
to share the day with us!”
The Bais Yaakov Open House took place
on Wednesday during school hours. Most
schools present an open house on a Sunday when school is not in session. Bais
Yaakov of Queens specifically chooses to
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invite current and prospective parents to
come during school hours. Rabbi Mordechai Gewirtz, Dean, explains the reason:
This is the best way for prospective parents
to see the school in action. They can experience the methodology and will see not
only children’s original work displayed on
the walls, but the methodology for what
created it. This brings the work to life. If
you see where it comes from, this turns
it into a living thing. For current parents,
this format provides an opportunity for
them to meet new teachers and to see how
there are always new ideas, innovations,
and creativity flowing at the Bais Yaakov

of Queens with both new and previously
known faculty members. The education is
always fresh and alive.
Also, Rabbi Gewirtz pointed out that
when parents visit on a school day the
teachers and administrators are all available and accessible so they can interact. It
helps to make the school transparent. “We
want parents to know as much about the
school as possible.” He praised the wonderful Parents Association, which works
hand in hand with the school. They are
always supportive and looking to sponsor
new programs. They support the school in
all its endeavors.
During the Open House, parents tour
the whole building. They see co-curricular activities, such as gym and library. The
school boasts numerous innovative programs, such as the wonderful Heart 2 Heart
midos program that focuses on character
development, the STEM (science, technology engineering, and mathematics) exciting new program in grade 8, the league
program in grade 7 where students learn to
play basketball and experience sportsmanship life lessons, culinary arts in grade 7, art
in grades 4 an 5, and writing enrichment in
grades 4, 5, and 6 (offered to all students interested in creative writing).
The school is proud of its differentiated instruction, which is a way of life at
the Bais Yaakov of Queens. Now it is also
focused and expanded to the Limudei Kodesh department. Differentiated instruction means that each child learns according
to her individual needs and learning style.
Mrs. Nechama Jurkowitz, Limudei Kodesh
Principal, shares her excitement about the
pilot program in grade 6 of differentiated
instruction.
Torah Umesorah pointed out at a recent
professional development for educators
from all over the city that the Bais Yaakov
of Queens is one of the pioneer schools to
do this in upper-grade Chumash. Mrs. Jurkowitz explained that the idea of differentiated instruction grew from the pasuk in
Mishlei, “Chanoch la’naar al pi darko–Edu-

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

cate the child according to his way.” She explained, “We want chinuch to feel vibrant,
and students should be excited to stretch
their ability to extrapolate.” She shared
that there’s an energy when you walk into
the classroom and hear the girls discussing
Chumash. The learning takes on different
modalities. There is so much creativity.
Learning is fluid and dynamic. This doesn’t
take away or replace the traditional way of
fontal teaching of the Mesorah, Mrs. Jurkowitz explained. Rather, it is an addition.
Mrs. Sarah Bergman, General Studies
Principal, and Mrs. Karen Reisbaum, Assistant Principal, note how proud they are
of all that the children accomplish. “We
provide a stellar curriculum, covering core
standards and beyond, and more than that,
Bais Yaakov of Queens includes the whole
child, how she learns, what she experiences, and what she takes away with her when
she finishes Bais Yaakov of Queens. We
center on the whole child, developing lifelong skills. Bais Yaakov of Queens is unique
in that it promotes the quality of inner satisfaction. Children feel accomplished and
successful when they meet new challenges,
try their best, and progress. This sense of
accomplishment radiates inner happiness
and creates a value and strength of being a
resilient, successful contributor.
Mrs. Esther Kirschbaum, Pre-School Director, notes, “Our early childhood program
offers children a warm, nurturing, and caring environment that fosters the intellectual, social, emotional, and physical growth
of children. Each day, children are given
concrete, age-appropriate, meaningful activities that foster curiosity, creativity, critical thinking, and a love of learning. Our developmental approach is based on the best
available research on how young children
grow, develop, and learn.
Parents comment that when they attend the Open House at the Bais Yaakov
of Queens, they see that what they heard
about the school is true. They see it in action in the school. They always notice the
excitement and warmth of the school.
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Young Poles Discovering Their Jewish Roots Topic Of Documentary
To Be Shown In Forest Hills

By David Schneier

Y

oung Poles discovering their Jewish
roots will be featured in the documentary film, “The Return,” which
will be shown at the Central Queens Y. After the movie there will be a question-andanswer period with the filmmaker, Adam
Zucker.
Tusia Dabrowska of Warsaw discovered
pictures inside the washing machine at her
home, showing her mother’s and grandmother’s heads shaved. Her mother hid the
photos but admitted on her deathbed that
she was Jewish.
“It is fairly common where grandparents
confess on their deathbed,” said filmmaker
Adam Zucker in an interview.
One woman found letters from an uncle
in Israel who left Poland after the war. Her
father admitted that they are Jewish.
There were 3.5 million Jews, 10% of the
total population, in Poland before World
War II. Three million were killed during
the Holocaust. Today, about 25,000 Jews
live in Poland out of a population of 40
million.
Pogroms by Poles against Jews at Jedwabne during World War II and afterwards
at Kielce are now being discussed, said
Zucker.
Jan Gross’s book, “Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland,” is a best seller in Poland.
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“Approximately 50,000 Jewish survivors
were on Polish soil at the time of the liberation and about 30,000 to 35,000 Jews,
around 1% of all of Polish Jewry, were saved
with the help of Poles,” according to the
Yad Vashem website.
It is hard to know precisely how many
Jews were hidden in Polish convents, but
Ewa Kurek-Lesik of the Catholic University in Lublin estimated no fewer than 1,200.
Many convents refused to return Jewish

children to their parents or community after the war.
The new Jewish Museum, Polin, opened
in 2014 in Warsaw, telling the 1,000-year
Jewish history in Poland. “It is kind of a
must-stop for people who are visiting,” said
Zucker. More than 500,000 have visited.
The Isaac Bashevic Singer Festival is held
yearly in Warsaw. Smaller towns have “Jewish Culture Days” with Klezmer music or
they clean Jewish cemeteries, said Zucker.

Limmud attracts more than 1,000 Jews
and non-Jews to a hotel outside Warsaw every year for a weekend.
Krakow’s “Festival of Jewish Culture”
is broadcast every year on Polish TV. The
ten-day festival includes challah-making
classes, a m’laveh malkah, Yiddish and
Klezmer concerts, and tours of synagogues
in Kazimierz and of nearby Jewish cemeteries. Some 20,000 people attended the final
7-hour show in 2014, according to the Israeli newspaper, Haaretz.
Zucker finds Poland “isn’t a hotbed of
anti-Semitism.” In Oswiecim, the town of
Auschwitz, a standing-room-only audience
attends Zucker’s film and discussion.
“They were really interested about the
Jewish culture that they didn’t know.”
Being a guide at the Auschwitz Concentration camp is highly desired by townspeople, Zucker said. “They have to know
a lot.”
For the past 10-15 years, it has been seen
as cool to have Jewish friends or learn
about Jewish culture. Zucker said that
might be truer in cosmopolitan cities than
in the smaller towns. Zucker has been to
Poland 13 times since 2009.
“The Return” will be shown on November 30 at 12:30 p.m., followed by a talk with
filmmaker Adam Zucker, at the Central
Queens Y, 67-09 108th Street, Forest Hills.
An $8 voluntary donation is suggested. For
more information, call 718-268-5011.
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At 8:00 p.m., Congregation Ahavas Yisroel
(147-02 73rd Ave., Kew Gardens Hills) will host

6

From 8:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m., the Queens Jewish Center (66-05 108th
Street, Forest Hills)
will hold a blood drive
in memory of Ludmila
Herz. For more information, please e-mail QJCBloodDrive@MyQJC.
org. To make an appointment, please visit myqjc.org/event/blood-drive2015. Walk-ins welcome.

7

From 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., MKSA, a
subsidiary of HASC
will offer free speech
and language screenings for children,
ages birth-age 4, in
their office at 1318 60th Street, Brooklyn. If you
have any concerns or questions about your
child’s speech and language development,
please call 516-731-5588 (ext. 216) to schedule
an appointment with a licensed speech-language pathologist.

12

At 7:45 p.m., Congregation Etz Chaim (147-19
73rd Avenue, Kew Gardens Hills) will host a
Lenny
Solomon
Schlock Rock concert.
Tickets $15 in advance,
$20 at the door. Sponsorships available. For

1200 People Attend RSA Dinner Honoring HaRav Noach Isaac Oelbaum
CONTINUED FROM P. 30

buildings built by dying movements. How
proper, he exclaimed, that yeshivos, which
are transmitting Toras Emes, are standing
in their place.
The Dinner theme was “Transmitting
Torah, Transforming Communities.” Over
the past 82 years, the Yeshiva has produced
inspired and passionate graduates who
have impacted and transformed dozens
of communities across the length and
breadth of North America. The Yeshiva’s
affiliate yeshivos, day schools, shuls, and
learning centers continue to bring the
teachings of our Torah to ever increasing
numbers of our Jewish brethren.
The overflowing crowd was treated to
a feature presentation that highlighted
the Yeshiva’s mission of spreading Torah,
building yeshivos, and transforming communities. Featured were 17 new affiliates,
started since 2010, providing a glimpse
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into the impressive scope of harbatzas
haTorah being done by alumni of Yeshiva
Chofetz Chaim. It also recognized two National Ambassadors of Torah, Mr. Leigh Silver of Las Vegas and Mr. Ike Gedalia of Dallas – key individuals whose involvement
has enabled these organizations to majorly impact the growth of Torah in each of
their communities.
The Yeshiva proceeded to honor Rabbi
& Mrs. Baruch Lovett of Far Rockaway as
the Kesser Shem Tov awardees, Mr. & Mrs.
Yitzchak Gelb as Parents of the Year, and
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Stern of Kew Gardens
Hills with the Dr. Raymond Feinberg z”l
Chesed Award. Video presentations of the
honorees were shown.
The large crowd then heard from Mr.
Charlie Deutsch, Honorary Midwest Chairman, who spoke of how he has personally witnessed the transformation of his
hometown, St. Louis, due to the presence
of affiliate Missouri Torah Institute. He

noted how it was a mere ten years ago
that the roshei yeshivah of MTI were on
the stage receiving their semichah, and in
that short time a magnificent bastion of
Torah has been built in the Midwest. He
urged his fellow baalei batim to join him
in supporting Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim as it
produces talmidei chachamim to lead klal
Yisrael and spread the light of Torah to
Jews everywhere.
After a brief break for dinner, the Yeshiva presented the prestigious Maran
HaRav Henach Leibowitz zt”l Award to
HaRav Noach Isaac Oelbaum shlita, mara
d’asra of Khal Nachlas Yitzchok in Kew
Gardens Hills. After a brief video presentation introducing the Rav, Rabbi Oelbaum
addressed the crowd, proclaiming himself
an oheiv of the Yeshiva. In his inimitable
way, he posed the question as to why we
don’t mention Chanukah or Purim in the
brachah of Al HaMichyah. He explained
that the essence of Chanukah and Purim is
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Sunday

At 9:30 a.m., Yeshiva
University’s Center
for the Jewish Future
and the Abraham Arbesfeld Kollel Yom
Rishon and Millie Arbesfeld
Midreshet
Yom Rishon will hold a Chanukah program
featuring Rabbi Meir Goldwicht and Rabbi
Aharon Kahn. At Yeshiva University’s Wilf
Campus. Open to men and women. Parking
by RSVP only. Register online at www.kollelyomrishon.org.

Shabbos

At 6:00 p.m., the American Friends of Bet El
will hold their 33rd Annual Dinner at the Marriott Marquis (Broadway at 46th Street, New York
City) honoring Modi Rozen and Mike Huckabee. For more information or to make a reservation, please call 718-482-4134 or visit www.
beteldinner.org.

more information, please call 631-523-3202 or email ericlevy613@gmail.com.

19
20

The Jewish Heritage
Center will hold its
Chinese
Auction,
“Lights,” featuring “The
Big Game Show.” Look
for auction books.
More details to follow.

From 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., Yeshiva
University’s Center
for the Jewish Future
and the Abraham Arbesfeld Kollel Yom
Rishon and Millie Arbesfeld Midreshet Yom Rishon and the Puah
Institute will hold a program on “Take
Charge of Your Health.” At Yeshiva University’s Wilf Campus. Open to men and women.
Parking by RSVP only. Register online at
www.kollelyomrishon.org.

Sunday

The Queens Jewish Center (66-05 108th
Street, Forest Hills)
will hold its 1st Annual Yahrzeit Lecture
Series in memory of Rav Joseph Grunblatt
zt”l with Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Dr. Jacob
J. Schacter, who will speak at a Friday night
dinner, on Shabbos morning, and at a special s’udah sh’lishis. Reservations for the Friday night dinner are $30 for members / $35 for
non-members. To make a reservation (deadline
Monday, November 23), please call 718-459-8432
or visit myqjc.org/event/Grunblatt-SIR.

At 11:00 a.m., Camp HASC will present Uncle
Moishy in concert at the Young Israel of Hillcrest (169-07 Jewel Avenue, Flushing). Tickets
$15. Available at the door and online at chanukah.camphasc.org.

Monday

4

Friday 4- Shabbos 5

At 9:30 a.m., Yeshiva University’s Center for
the Jewish Future and the Abraham Arbesfeld Kollel Yom Rishon and Millie Arbesfeld
Midreshet Yom Rishon will hold a Chanukah
program featuring Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik
and Prof. Smadar Rosensweig. At Yeshiva University’s Wilf Campus. Open to men and women. Parking by RSVP only. Register online at
www.kollelyomrishon.org.

Shabbos

Friday
Monday

At 7:30 p.m., the Orthodox Union, STAJE, the
Margaret Tietz Nursing & Rehabilitation Center will present a SPIRIT (Stimulating Program
Initiative for Retirees that Inspires Thought)
event at the Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills
(150-05 70th Road, Kew Gardens Hills). Rabbi
Yoel Schonfeld will speak on “Torah Perspectives on Financial Responsibility,” and Michael
Karlin, FSA, Social Security Consultant, will
speak on “Maximizing Social Security Benefits.” No charge to attend, but preregistration is
requested. To register, please visit www.oucommunity.org or e-mail bkirschner@staje.org.

3

At 8:00 p.m., Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath will
hold a Kew Gardens
community reception
at the home of Mr. &
Mrs. Tzvi Weiss (117-38
Park Lane, Kew Gardens). Rabbi Sholom Smith will speak.

Thursday

30

At 10:00 a.m., the Orthodox Union, STAJE,
and the Margaret Tietz
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center will present a SPIRIT (Stimulating
Program
Initiative for Retirees that Inspires Thought)
event at the Young Israel of Hillcrest (169-07
Jewel Avenue, Flushing). Cynthia Zalisky, Executive Director, QJCC, will speak on the topic,
“On Your Own, But Not Alone: Holiday Happiness for Empty Nesters and Singles.” $10 (if preregistered) or $12/class at door. To register,
please visit www.oucommunity.org, call 212-6138188 or e-mail bkirschner@staje.org.

DECEMBER

Friday

27

Friday 27- Sunday 29
The Village of Cedarhurst will hold its
annual Black Friday
Weekend sale event.
Free parking in all municipal lots from noon
on Friday. For more information, please visit
www.shopcedarhurst.com.

Rebbetzin Tziporah Heller who will give a
shiur for women on the topic “Finding Chanukah in Today’s Darkness.” Suggested donation $5.

Sunday

NOVEMBER

At 8:00 p.m., Hachnosas Kallah of Queens
will hold a “Paint Night” at Yeshiva Chofetz
Chaim (76-01 147th Street, Kew Gardens Hills).
Make a painting and enjoy coffee and a dessert bar. $36 minimum donation. Reservations required. Please e-mail HKofQueens@
gmail.com.
hodaah, and since Al HaMichyah is a shortened version of Birkas HaMazon, it would
be improper to mention Chanukah or
Purim, since there are no shortcuts when
it comes to hodaah. Quoting Rav Chaim
Kreisworth zt”l, he gave a birkas oheiv to
the Yeshiva for continued hatzlachah and
brachah in their efforts of producing talmidei chachamim and of harbatzas haTorah.
The program concluded with the highlight of the evening, recognizing the accomplishments of the 36 musmachim
who received the Yeshiva’s Yoreh Yoreh
Yadin Yadin semichah. This milestone was
achieved after many years of intense learning at the Yeshiva and is certainly a cause
for celebration. The musmachim were
introduced to the crowd via video presentation, where each musmach expressed
his unique feelings of gratitude for the
Yeshiva and what he had gained from his
years in Yeshiva. They were then presented with their plaques. The Roshei Yeshiva
gave their brachos to the musmachim for
continued hatzlachah and to be constantly m’kadeish sheim Shamayim.
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Blue And White
Shmuel Sackett

Be Afraid Of Your Brother

A

s you know, the Torah does not
add any unnecessary words. Simply put, if something is in the Torah, it is there for a reason! Therefore, in
this week’s parshah, when Yaakov begs
Hashem, “Save me from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Eisav…,” there is
a deep lesson to be learned. After all, Yaakov had only one brother – so why does the
Torah bother telling us his name? Every
3rd grader knows the name of Yaakov’s
brother! The verse should either have said
“Save me from the hand of my brother” or
“Save me from the hand of Eisav” – but not
both!
This question can easily be answered
by simply following the news from Israel
every day. The terror attacks plaguing the
country are not done by highly trained,
skilled terrorists. Those guys would be
called “Eisav” and they are simple to defeat, if we had leadership that truly wanted victory. The Eisavs of the world are
Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran, al-Qaeda, and ISIS.
We know who they are, and we know how
to defeat them. As a matter of fact, the
G’matria of Eisav is 376. In Hebrew (and
Arabic), ISIS is called “Da’esh” and is written “Daled, Alef, Ayin, Alef, Shin” – which
equals that same number 376. Therefore
it is very clear that ISIS is EISAV and so are
all their buddies. These enemies are fierce
and deadly, but the day Israel decides to
defeat them they can – and will – be wiped
off the face of the earth. Yes, Hashem
needs to protect us from Eisav, which is
why Yaakov prayed for that, but that was
not the enemy he truly feared.

Yaakov’s real threat was from his brother. Yes, that person was called “Eisav”
but it was like Clark Kent and Superman
– same guy but different identities. Clark
Kent was the “mild-mannered reporter,”
while Superman was this incredible hero
who did everything imaginable. Eisav was
like that, only completely the opposite.
As “Eisav,” he was an evil Superman who
killed, hunted, and was a red-blooded ter-

was not an Eisav – he was a brother. He
worked hard, laughed with his co-workers,
and was a pleasure to be around. Nobody
would have hired him had he been an
“Eisav,” so he put on his happy face and
became a “brother.” Everyone knew him
and he walked the streets of Tel Aviv freely
– like a good brother. This is exactly what
Yaakov was begging of Hashem: Save me
from Eisav (ISIS and company) but also

No matter what you do, there will always be an Eisav.
Our challenge is not Eisav - it’s our brother
ror machine; but as Yaakov’s “brother” he
was a mild-mannered guy, the sweet son
of Yitzchak and Rivkah – only with a knife
hidden behind his back, ready to plunge it
into Yaakov when the opportunity arose.
The Nesivos Shalom writes that the far
more dangerous attribute of Eisav was
when he acted as a “brother” and not as
an “Eisav.”
All of this comes to light as we read
the news from Israel. As stated above, the
daily stabbings are not from Eisav. Thin-k
about it: When was the last time you heard
that Hamas or Hezbollah shot a rocket?
They don’t need to, because they are accomplishing far more by being a “brother”
than by being an “Eisav”! Last week’s attack, which killed two men as they were
going to daven Minchah in Tel Aviv, was
done by a 35-year-old Arab, married with
five kids, who had all the necessary permits to work in a Tel Aviv café. That beast

save me from these brothers.
The time has come to stop being politically correct and say the truth – say
what my dear rabbi said over and over
again: They must go!! Rabbi Meir Kahane
was shunned, ridiculed, and banned, but
it never fazed him. He spoke about it,
wrote about it, and debated anyone who
had the guts to get on a public stage with
him. How many more Jews would be alive
today had we listened to this great tzadik?
All the tears this past week for the holy
Ezra Schwartz would never have been
shed had we stood strong and paid attention to what he was teaching us. Trust me

that Rabbi Kahane was not warning us
about Eisav. No matter what you do, there
will always be an Eisav. Twenty years ago
it was Saddam Hussein, 15 years ago it was
al-Qaeda, ten years ago it was Hezbollah,
five years ago it was Hamas, and now it is
ISIS. Even though we can defeat these enemies, they will come back as a new Eisav,
but that is not our problem. Our challenge
is not Eisav: it’s our brother. It is the Arab
who lives in Israel and is educated inside
our country. It is the Arab who speaks Hebrew better than 99% of the people reading this article (sorry, but it’s true) and the
Arab who works in Jerusalem hotels and
Tel Aviv cafes.
We have a wonderful, humane solution
to this problem, called “Paid Emigration,”
where every Arab family gets financial
assistance to leave Israel. The home he
built will be bought by the government
(if it was built legally and with all necessary permits) and he and his family will
be helped every step of the way to pursue
their dreams outside of “the dreaded occupation.” Since statistics show that 72%
of them want to leave Israel anyway, this
plan is their free ticket to the fulfillment of
their goal. When you think about it, we really should help them, because – after all –
aren’t they our brothers??

Shmuel Sackett is a 100% product of Queens. He was born in Middle Village and moved

to KGH shortly before his bar-mitzvah. He graduated from YCQ (1975) and YHSQ (1979). He
was Havurat Yisrael’s first Youth Director (4 years) and started the first 2 NCSY chapters
in Queens. Shmuel made aliyah in 1990 and co-founded Manhigut Yehudit, together with
Moshe Feiglin. His website is www.JewishIsrael.org Sackett is married with 6 children and
4 grandchildren. He lives in Herziliya Pituach.

A Mother’s Prayer
By Sara Krengel

M

y name is Sara Krengel. I am
a Jew. I live in my ancestral
homeland, Israel. My home lies
in what some might call the occupied
territories, but what I and many historians/archeologists from around the
globe call the Kingdom of Judah, which
existed 3000 years ago (920 BCE), long
before any Palestinians ever set foot
here. There are archeological digs all
around my neighborhood that date back
to the First and Second Jewish Temple
in Jerusalem over 2000 years ago.
I am proud of my heritage, and would
not trade it for anything or anywhere
else in the world. I am also a proud
mother of six wonderful children, may
they live long, healthy, happy Jewish
lives! Living in Israel is one of the best,
most meaningful and fulfilling things to
have happened to me and my family.
Don’t get me wrong: I am not oblivious to what is happening all around me.
I know that the vast majority of Arabs
in my country and around the world
want to kill me and my entire nation.
I know that we face daily threats to
our existence. I worry about my children like any other mother does (two
of my children were just at the site of
multiple Arab terrorist attacks against
Jews, which left many Jewish children
orphaned). I know the world doesn’t
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care. That they say nothing when Jews
are murdered, but are quick to condemn when a Palestinian is killed. Even
our “peace partners” hand out candy to
celebrate when we are murdered. I tell
my children to be safe when they leave
the house, knowing full well that there
is nothing I can do to protect those
dearest to me, whom I love more than
anything else in life. I smile peacefully
when all my children are safely tucked
into their beds in our home, knowing I
do not have to worry when I hear sirens

cannot fathom how such murderous animals could kill such innocent, wonderful people who gave so much to others
and whose only “sin” was being a Jew!
Do I want revenge? No, I want justice.
Do I want to rule over the Arabs? No, I
want to live in peace. But as Golda Meir
put it: “We will have peace with the Arabs when they learn to love their children more than they hate us.”
That is the reason they are investing
the billions given to them from all over
the world in weaponry instead of hous-

You might ask, why not live
in a calmer neighborhood in the world?
Why keep going to funerals and shiv’ah calls?
or panic when I see the news and try to
figure out where everyone is and make
sure they are okay.
I also cried, as did all Jews, when my
mentors, the Henkins, lost their beloved
son and daughter-in-law in a murderous shooting, leaving behind four little
orphans. I cry that Rabbi Lavie’s and
Aharon Benita’s children no longer have
a father who loved them so much. But
as Rabbi Amar said after the killings, “We
cry, but we are not broken.” Am I angry?
Of course, but not because I am filled
with hate and revenge, but because I

ing and quality of life for their children.
That is the reason Arab mothers are happy when their children blow themselves
up in order to murder Jews. That is why
a new mother named her child after the
murderous terrorist who stabbed Lavie
and Banita to death.
So, you might ask, why not live in
a calmer neighborhood in the world?
Why not try to assimilate and be more
like the rest of the non-affiliated world,
so as not to be singled out as a target?
Why keep going to funerals and shiv’ah
calls (visiting and comforting the

mourners) that make us so sad and depressed? The answer is that there is no
place on Earth I would rather be, and no
people, nation, or religion I would rather be a part of.
We are the “chosen people” because
we have been chosen to be a beacon of
light in this dark, dangerous, destructive, and deceitful world. We, the Jews,
are here to show the world what morality, family life, truth, and justice really
are in a G-dly and upstanding world; a
world filled with light makes right, not
might. Yes, it is true that, throughout
time, many in the world tried to extinguish our existence and our light,
but as the famous saying goes, “If the
whole world walked backward, would
you walk backward too?” I and all my
fellow Jews crave peace more than any
other nation on earth, for we have always suffered terribly from the lack of
it.
And so we stand strong and proud,
we pray, we cry, we mourn, but we are
never broken, for we know in the end
that we shall succeed. And as a mother,
I pray for the day when I no longer have
to worry about my children, or mourn
for someone else’s.
I pray for the day when we Jews can
live in our ancestral homeland in peace,
harmony, and light, and when the
whole world will be filled with truth,
justice, and morality. Amen.
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Financially Forward
Gerald Harris

Caution: Rough Road Ahead?

W

ho is Bo Polny and why is he saying all those terrible things about
the stock market? These are
timely questions and they deserve careful
consideration.
Bo Polny is a financial trends analyst.
Unlike some market experts, whom the
mainstream media love to quote, Polny’s
name doesn’t get into the financial press
very often. Probably that’s because of the
way he arrives at his forecasts – analyzing
historical cycles and using complicated
mathematical formulae to make determinations; by contrast, most analysts talk about
things like sales, earnings, and profit margins, criteria that most of us are much more
familiar with.
However he does it, Polny’s forecasting
record is distinctive, to say the least. Just
look at some of his predictions. In the very
recent past he warned that stocks would
drop in July and that the downturn would
accelerate in August – both of those were
spot on. And just when the fear level had escalated sharply, he correctly said that nothing terrible would happen to Wall Street in
September, and he was right again.
Going further back, he had forecast that
both the Chinese and Hong Kong stock markets would make a high in April of this year
and both did. And going back even further,
he said gold would rise to $1900 in 2011 and
here too he was on the mark.
Now Polny is warning about a turning
point for stocks in the US and around the

46

world. “We are expecting the next leg down
in the US and world markets,” he told Future Money Trends a few weeks ago. “We
are forecasting that the lows of August are
all going to break down. If you thought the
crash of August 2015 was bad, [the upcoming
one] will usher in the start of the US Dollar,
Treasuries, and market meltdown… an economic meltdown that is set to last years.”

As of mid-November the market was still
holding up. However, the stocks of some
very well-known companies didn’t wait
for the overall market to plunge; they’ve
already started to crash on their own.
For example, shares of Twitter recently fell below the price of the company’s
IPO. Valeant Pharmaceuticals was taken
out to the woodshed after a major hedge
fund compared it to Enron. Caterpillar’s
stock is another that has gotten beaten
up. And after a very painful 2015, Walmart
announced disappointing news just a few
weeks ago that drove its stock lower by an
additional $21 billion in one day.
Are these just individual companies ex-

Who is Bo Polny and why is he saying all those terrible things
about the stock market?
Tighten Your Seat Belts
The Dow declined by over 600 points early in November, a sharp enough selloff to be
sure, but certainly not an exceptional one.
Then prices bounced back; so far November
has been a pretty good month.
“The longer term picture,” however, “is
still a five- to seven-year down cycle,” he
says. His forecast model predicts a stock
market crash of 30%-50% by the end of 2015.
And Polny says that stocks will fall by as
much as 70% by the time the dust settles.
There is no shortage of predictions out
there that the market will tank, but what
makes Polny’s views distinctive is the magnitude of the decline he is talking about.
Also, unlike some who warn about a steep
selloff sometime in the future, he gives a
very specific time frame for the position he
takes.

periencing problems because of a weakening economy, or do they reflect overvalued
stock prices and sound an alarm about a
volatile and vulnerable stock market?

Economic Blues
We’ll probably get a good idea about
whether the market is overpriced in the
coming weeks. As for the question about
the weakening economy, we’re getting the
answer to that now – and it’s not encouraging.
The following are some very recent
business headlines; read them and then
judge for yourself:
• Many oil and gas companies are edging toward default

• Retail stocks are crashing at the fastest
pace in over four years
• The last two times business inventories were this high the US was in a recession
• Key manufacturing industry crumbles
to post-crisis lows
• UBS is forecasting a rapid acceleration
in inflation
• Houston faces pension crisis
Add in the possibility that the Fed may
raise rates in December, the dollar may
lose its status as the world’s reserve currency, corporate earnings may be below
analysts’ expectations, and indications
that year-end retail sales may be very disappointing; some major retailers have actually announced special pre-Black Friday
sales.
In its investor call in August, the department store Nordstrom said that “they
began seeing an unexplainable slowdown
in sales in transactions across all formats,
across all categories, and across all geographies that has yet to recover.”
Given this environment, it’s easy to
imagine how the market could become
very volatile very quickly.
Polny believes that as economies implode, investors will turn to precious metals; he expects that gold will sparkle in 2016
and so will silver, rising to triple digits.
These are very bold and daring forecasts
to be sure, but that’s part of the reason
they are noteworthy.
Sources: bopolnyforecast.com;
businessinsider.com;
economiccollapseblog.com;
zerohedge.com.

Gerald Harris is a financial and feature writer. Gerald can be reached at geraldhrs@
yahoo.com
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Frontlines
Joseph M. Frager

Joseph Just (1918-2015) – A Gentle Giant Among Men

I

n 2006, Joseph Just’s granddaughter,
Ruthie Just Braffman, wrote an article
in Reader’s Digest entitled “Walking
Proudly.” In the article, she describes how
her grandfather, who lived through the Holocaust (His Jewish pride made him refuse
the Jewish star despite the risks), had a profound influence on her life by simply telling her to “stand straight and tall.”
Joseph Just z”l was a gentle giant who
had a profound influence not only on his
granddaughter but on anyone who met
him. He was born in 1918 into a Belzer chasidic home in the village of Volka Honitz,
Poland. After his Bar Mitzvah, he was sent
to Tarnow, Poland, to study. He planned to
move to Palestine, but the Nazis invaded
Poland on September 1, 1939, and his world
was turned upside down.
He miraculously crossed the border into
Soviet-occupied Poland. He was drafted
into the Soviet Army, where he served for
five years. He was one of 118 to survive out
of 30,000 in his brigade. He was stationed
in Baku in the Caucasus. It is today in Azerbaijan. The Germans had planned a massive Panzer attack on Baku. Baku produced
the majority of oil for Russia at the time.
The German generals were so sure of victory, they gave a cake with the word “Baku”
on it to Hitler. Hitler decided not to follow
the advice of his generals; he decided to invade Russia towards Stalingrad.
Joseph Just’s life was saved and quite
possibly that of the whole world. Invading
Russia via Stalingrad cost Hitler the war.
Had he invaded via Baku, most historians
believe the result might well have been
different. It was the turning point of the
war. Joseph Just was one of the Soviet soldiers to surround and invade Berlin to end
the war. He was one of the liberators of
the Majdanek concentration camp. All he

could see were starving Hungarian Jewish
women wandering in a daze, saying, “Broit”
(bread). Mr. Just turned to his superior officer and asked what is this? (The sight was
so terrible it was hard to fathom.) The officer replied, “These are your people.”

delphia under Rabbi Elya Svei zt”l and Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetsky shlita.
I had the great privilege of having gone
to medical school at the University of
Pennsylvania with his son-in-law, Dr. Michael Braffman. His daughter, Haina Just

Joseph Just was a proud Jew who taught us so very much
That moment changed his life forever.
He had tried to get to Israel during the war
when he was stationed in Ararat, Turkey.
He made his way to America. His brother’s
family made its way to Mexico City. Only
his brother and he, from 11 siblings, survived the war. He loved his nephews and
nieces in Mexico as his own. He became a
successful Jeweler on 47th Street. His only
grandson became a rabbi, having studied in
the prestigious Talmudical Yeshiva of Phila-

Michael, has worked closely with Malcolm
Hoenlein and helped arrange the two largest (in the history of the United States)
Jewish rallies ever, of over 100,000 each in
Washington, DC – in 1987 for Soviet Jewry
and in 2002 to show solidarity with Israel.
His daughter Ellen Braffman lives in Philadelphia with her husband Dr. Michael
Braffman and is one of the pillars of the
community there.
As his granddaughter said in her Reader’s

Have you been told
you're a good writer?
Are you interested
in news reporting?

If you feel you have something worthwhile
to say and would like to see your name
in print, we'd like to hear from you.
Please send a cover letter and writing sample to:

QueensJewishLink@gmail.com
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The Queens Jewish Link is
seeking writers to report
regularly or occasionally on a
variety of topics of Jewish
interest: localized community
news, news from Israel, and
items concerning the global
Jewish community. We're also
looking for contributions on
politics and world events,
business and finance, arts
and culture, parenting and
family issues, travel and
nature, sports and leisure, etc.

Digest article, “Stand straight and tall.” Joseph Just z”l did that his whole life. He was
a proud Jew who taught us so very much.
His life and memory should be an eternal
blessing to his family, his friends, his associates, and to the entire Jewish People. He
will stand out in my mind forever as a man
of truth, a man of strength, a man of gentle
warmth and radiance, and a man who was
a kiddush Hashem wherever he traveled.
May the family be comforted among the
mourners of Zion and Yerushalayim.

Joseph M. Frager is a physician and
lifelong activist.
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Classifieds
Three line ad:
Four line ad:
Five line ad:

1 week - $15
1 week - $20
1 week - $25

2 weeks - $21
2 weeks - $30
2 weeks - $40

EMPLOYMENT
Salaried Sales with Lifetime Residuals.
Earn 6 Digits Plus $4000/month Salary.
Unlimited earning potential.
Hiring in all 50 States. Apply today:
www.fidelitypayment.com/salescareer

4 weeks - $36
4 weeks - $48
4 weeks - $60

Preferred Services is looking to hire
PARAPROFESSIONALS
to work in Yeshiva’s throughout NYC for the
2015-16 school year.
Call: 718-831-7979
Email: info@preferredservicesny.com

Elderly parents in assisted living
(BLVD ALP in KGH), require EVENING AIDE,
6PM-9pm, Sundays- Thursdays.
NO AGENCIES Contact: Marcia 646-334-5139

Part time driver wanted for dry cleaning route.
Part time mornings and evenings
Call Marc 917-612-2300

Hamaspik is looking for
Community Habilitation workers
to work with special needs individuals in the
evening in Far Rockaway, Five towns, and
Flushing. Please call 718-408-5401

Young man with car available
for courier work and light deliveries.
Contact Elliott at 718-427-0180.

Part time/Full time job available.
Jonathan 718-593-7613

SERVICES

LOCKSMITH
Safehouse Locksmith. 24/7
• Locks , doors and garage doors.
718-380-6097

Conference/Meeting Space for Rent

Conference room/meeting space in Kew Gardens Hills available for hourly
rental. Perfect for professionals who work from home. $25 per hour.
Special rates for not-for-profit organizations. Longer term rentals available.
Contact queensjewishlink@gmail.com or yaakovserle@gmail.com

MIXED USE COMMERCIAL PROPERTY AVAILABLE

Perfect for medical facility or retail. Onsite parking, and vacant lot attached. Located minutes
away from Central Ave. shops, currently vacant
building. Two apartments with two commercial
spaces and basement for storage. High traffic
street in Inwood. 202 Sheridan Blvd. Inwood NY
11098. Options to lease or buy.
If interested, contact Jeffry 718-734-8457 or
jeffrysamet@gmail.com

TEACHERS General Studies Degreed/Experienced/PM/Small

Classes Grades 1-8

Hillcrest Queens Yeshiva T: 718-217-4700 FX:718-217-8739
yeshivaprimaryjobs@gmail.com

TEACHERS

LK Morah AM • Experienced/Grades 1-8/Small Classes • Kiruv
Yeshiva for ZISSA YIDDISHA KINDERLACH • Hillcrest Queens • T: 718-217-4700 •
FX:718-217-8739 yeshivaprimaryjobs@gmail.com

Teacher

Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe in Kew Gardens, NY is seeking a junior
high science teacher Mon-Thur 2-5 PM. Excellent opportunity for a dynamic educator in a wonderful environment. Beginning September, 2015. Send resume to
ytmprincipal@gmail.com or fax 718-441-3962

College students wanted

for three month internships with the Queens Jewish Link. Social media, business development, journalism.
Contact Yaakov Serle at queensjewishlink@gmail.com
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Dating Today
Goldy Krantz

“My Husband Has A Friend”
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

a friend with easy access to eligible men,
and who better to know me and what I am
looking for than a close friend? So, yes, I
was excited. A friend would be actively trying to redt shidduchim for me without me
calling and having to remind someone of
who I was, like I did with shadchanim. She
wouldn’t have to find my resume and remind herself of how I looked, what my profession was, and then try to think of someone in her collection of dozens and dozens
of single male resumes of whom she didn’t
remember meeting either.
Many times, the dates with the husbands’ friends did not pan out. They were
a “one and done” type of deal. That was
fine. I didn’t mind. I was grateful that
my friends kept me in mind and kept trying. On a few occasions, the fellow that
my friend had set me up with would call
me suggesting another friend that he had
who may be a better match for me than he
had been. I was truly grateful for all of the
people who were thinking of me (as I was
trying to think of single girls for the ones
whom I had dated when it didn’t work out
with me and the guy).
Yet, there were times when I just had to
ask my friend (after the date) “What were
you thinking?” Sometimes, the matching
of me and a friend of a husband was so off
the mark, I wondered (and I am sure the fellow I was set up on the date with wondered
as well ) if my friend really knew me or if
this is what she thought I wanted. Case in
point: I have been friends with a wonderful
girl for close to fifteen years. We are pretty
close. About six months after she was married, she called, telling me about her husband’s friend. The friend was my age, “tall,
good-looking, he’s a lawyer…” I thought my
friend who has known me for so long knew
what I was looking for (and all I had been
through with shidduchim), so I agreed to go
out with the friend. While the friend/date
had many maylos, he was definitely not my
type. I think he knew from the start that
I was not his type, either. He was very intellectual and discussed very philosophical
topics. While I am not an idiot, I like to
have more fun and to discuss other topics.
We were able to find common ground for
our two-hour date – but it was a struggle.
When I called my friend the next day and
told her about the date, I added that I didn’t
foresee a second date, but I really appreciated her thinking of me. My friend was
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genuinely disappointed that things didn’t
work out. I asked her why she thought that
would have worked out, because if she had
spent some time with her husband’s friend
she would have known that we would not
have been a compatible match. My friend’s
answer really stunned me. “You wear perfume and he wears cologne.” Excuse me?
I asked her to repeat herself. She repeated the sentence. I took the phone away
from my ear and looked at it in disbelief

to speak!
It seems as though some people have
forgotten what it was like to date, and how
they felt after returning home from a date
where the other person was far from their
bashert. Does amnesia set in after the glass
is broken and the guests wish them mazal
tov? My husband’s friends are wonderful
people whom I enjoy spending time with,
but I know with absolute certainty that
they aren’t shayach for my friends, and

Does amnesia set in after the glass is broken
and the guests wish them mazal tov?
of what I had just heard. My friend, who
at that point had known me close to ten
years, had set me up with someone for the
sole reason that I wear perfume and the
fellow wears cologne? I asked if she was
serious and she said that she was. I started
to laugh and asked if she was on any medication. I told her that she mentioned none
of this when she was trying to redt the
shidduch and asked how she would have
felt if someone had set her up with someone for the exact same reason she had set
me up. She started to laugh and said that
she really thought we could have found
common ground talking about perfume/
cologne and then moved on from there to
eventually build a bayis ne’eman b’yisrael.
Oyyyyyyyyyyy.
Another friend set me up with someone
who was extremely shy and quiet. I can’t
fault the person for that. I even joked on
the date that I was a social worker and not
a dentist – I don’t pull teeth to try to get
someone to make conversation with me.
How can you decide if you have anything
in common with someone and want to
date them again, unless you have a conversation with them? The fellow was 30 and
on a date. If he doesn’t feel comfortable
in a situation like that, he should refrain
from dating or try to acclimate himself
into speaking amongst others until he
feels comfortable in such situations – start
with friends, family, and then move on to
dating. I asked my friend why she had set
me up with someone that hardly spoke.
She laughed and said, “But you can talk
about anything. I’m sure you entertained
him. We hoped you could bring him out
of his shell.” What? I thought I was on a
date, not a variety show, and not in a therapy session trying to get a selective mute

vice versa. I would love to try to set my
friends up and to dance at their weddings.
I would love to dance at my husband’s
friends’ weddings as well – but I am not
going to pair them up because I know for
a fact that they are very different people/
personalities, looking for very different
things… Chasanim and kallos should not
feel obligated to pair off their friends “just
because,” if they feel that the friends really aren’t shayach for each other. Pair up
friends because you feel that these two
people are really meant for each other and
have similar personalities, hobbies, back-

grounds… There is nothing wrong with not
pairing up your friends with your spouse’s
friends. I spoke with my friends a few
months after I was married. I explained
the personalities of my husband’s friends
and asked them if I should even try setting
them up. I didn’t want my friends to think
that I was ignoring them or “forgot” about
them. But I wanted to be secheldik about
this. Each of my friends appreciated me,
being upfront with them about it. I am
always vigilant when I go to a simchah or
when I meet new singles; I think of my
friends and my husband’s friends. I would
love to help them find their bashert – but it
must be done with a brain.
I wish mazal tov to all the newly married couples out there, but I ask you to remember the feelings of coming home from
a date where you really had to question
what the shadchan was thinking. Keep that
feeling in the forefront of your mind when
trying to pair up your friends and your
spouse’s friends. Your heart is definitely
in the right place, but your sechel must be
involved as well. Many singles have said to
me that they would rather go on one good
date than ten bad dates with people who
are the polar opposites of what they are
looking for in a spouse.
As always, I wish hatzlachah to all!

Goldy Krantz is an LMSW and a lifelong Queens resident, guest lecturer, and author of
the shidduch dating book, Best of My Worst. She can be contacted at bestofmyworst@
hotmail.com.

The Queens Jewish Link
is looking for full time or part time

SALES PEOPLE

The Queens Jewish Link is looking for
friendly, energetic, polite, dedicated and
passionate people to solicit ads for our paper.
Work from home with flexible hours!
If this description fits you, give us a call
today!

718-880-2622
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Weekly Tefilah Focus
Shemoneh Esrei 5

O

Which Three Words Do You Say Most Often?

ver the course of your lifetime and
even daily, which three words do you
say most often? Men are obligated
to recite at least 100 brachos daily (Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chayim, siman 46:3). Whether women share this obligation is subject
to dispute. Even if they are not obligated,
women also certainly recite many brachos
daily. Therefore, the three words “Baruch
Atah Hashem” are probably the three words
that we utter most frequently, and they are

Some Rishonim state
that in fact
reciting a brachah is (as if)
for Hashem’s “benefit.”

privilege) to turn directly to Hashem each
time we say “Atah” (Chofetz Chaim, quoted
in the sefer Tal’lei Oros). This word indicates
an unusually high level of closeness since,
although a rav must be spoken to in third
person, we may address Hashem in second
person.
Someone once approached HaRav
Shmuel Auerbach shlita to ask him about
the different meanings of “Baruch.” He was
told that more important than which meaning we have in mind is to remember “Da
lifnei mi atah omeid–Know before Whom
you stand.” This is the most important kavanah in tefilah, the most important kavanah in brachos, and one of the most import-

ant principles by which to live our lives. In
fact, in the Gemara in B’rachos 28b, when
Rabbi Eliezer was ill, his students asked him
to teach them the ways of life that would
lead them to Olam HaBa. Knowing before
Whom we stand was one of the three lessons Rabbi Eliezer taught them.

Hashem
When Hashem’s name is in its form that
we do not pronounce as written, the proper kavanah is [Hashem] “was, is, and always
will be.” A deeper understanding is that He
created something from nothing (was); He
causes all to exist, since without Him nothing truly exists (is); and He is everlasting and

eternal (will be). When Hashem’s name is
spelled the way we pronounce it today, as
it is in the words “Hashem s’fasai,” the proper kavanah is “Adon HaKol,” Master over all.
(Shulchan Aruch, siman 5)
We have also seen the additional thought
of “HaAdon sheli” – my Master (indicating a
personal relationship with Hashem).
The Vilna Gaon, quoted by the Mishnah
B’rurah (in siman 5) states that with the
exception of Shema, even when Hashem’s
name appears in written form, we may have
only the kavanah of “Adon HaKol” in mind.
For Shema, one is also required to have in
mind “was, is, and always will be.”
May we be zocheh to succeed in our mission of bringing a constant, plentiful flow of
blessing and compassion to the world, and
to ourselves and loved ones, by focusing on
knowing and feeling before beginning any
brachah that we are standing before the
source of all brachah, and may our brachos
also succeed in becoming vehicles through
which we come closer to Hashem with each
heartfelt and focused brachah we recite.

arguably amongst the most important. We
begin our Shemoneh Esrei with these words
as well. If we focus our hearts and minds
when saying these words (Men will make at
least 35,400 brachos annually!), we possess
the potential to infuse ourselves with emunah and yir’as Shamayim, to bring a constant flow of blessing to the entire world,
to increase Hashem’s rachamim upon His
people, and so much more – multiple times
a day.

Baruch
A) Hashem is the source of all brachah;
brachah flows from Him to all. The word
brachah comes from the words “breichas
mayim” (a wellspring of water), where the
water flows constantly without interruption. Just as a wellspring is the source of the
constant flow of water, so too is Hashem the
(exclusive) source of the constant flow of all
brachah. (Rashba, Rabbeinu Bachya)
Hashem does not need our brachos. He
wanted us to make brachos for our benefit.
When we testify and internalize that He is
the source of all brachos and recognize His
hashgachah pratis (Divine providence), we
merit to cause more brachah to flow to the
world and to ourselves. “Kol ha’m’vareich
misbareich” (Gemara Sotah 38). (Avudraham
and other Rishonim)
B) Some Rishonim state that in fact reciting a brachah is (as if) for Hashem’s “benefit.”
They point to a pasuk in Sh’mos where the
word means to increase. Hashem wants to
bring a constant flow of brachah onto the
world. He designed the world to allow us
the privilege to be the intermediaries to
cause that flow to come down through our
brachos and tefilos. This “allows” Hashem to
fulfill His will of showering us with good.
Thus, when we recite the word “Baruch,” we
are asking that Hashem increase the flow of
brachah to all the worlds and to our world,
and fulfilling Hashem’s desire by facilitating
His “ability” to flow brachah into the world.
Some offer a combined approach for “Baruch”: Hashem is the source of brachah, and
it should be the will of Hashem that He increase His influence on the world so that He
can be recognized to a greater extent.

Atah
While we have seen alternate meanings
of the word “Baruch,” the word “Atah” is clear
and unambiguous. It has only one meaning:
Each and every one of us has the ability (and
You can direct any questions or comments to
Eliezer Szrolovits at 917-551-0150.
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Feature Story

Mei’ayin Yavo Ezri?
Terror in Israel closer to home: American terror victim Ezra Schwartz
fondly remembered and laid to rest;
relative apathy of U.S. government reminds us how truly alone we are among the nations

Ezra was a camper and then a counselor at Camp Yavneh in New Hampshire

By Sergey Kadinsky
More than 1,500 mourners packed the
vast sanctuary of Temple Sinai in Sharon, Massachusetts, to pay respect to Ezra
Schwartz, 18, the American student murdered on Thursday, November 19, on a
road south of Jerusalem. Earlier in the day,
Schwartz and his yeshivah classmates visited Gush Etzion to bring food to soldiers
and visit a memorial to the three teenagers killed last year in the area. Along with
Schwartz, others killed in the shooting
were Rabbi Yaakov Don, 51, a teacher from
nearby Alon Shvut; and Shadi Arfah, 24, a
Palestinian from Hebron. At least seven
other people were wounded in the attack.
The cool New England autumn sent a
breeze around the synagogue, where another few hundred mourners stood outside while countless viewers watched the
hespedim streaming online. “His life is a
meaningful life, and his death is a meaningful death,” said Rabbi Dr. Meir Sendor of
the Young Israel of Sharon. “Ezra gathered
everyone together, and unified everyone
together,” said the rabbi. “His greatness is
how he used his strength to comfort others with great gentleness,” he added. Rabbi
Sendor had known Ezra from a very young

age, as his wife was his kindergarten teacher. Watching him grow over the years,
Rabbi Sendor provided numerous examples of his generosity. “If he smiled at you,
you knew he couldn’t help himself. But it
would be okay. He was full of gentleness
and kindness.”
Ezra was the second oldest of five children born to Ari and Ruth Schwartz. A
lifelong resident of the suburban Boston
community, he was a graduate of the Maimonides School, where the curriculum includes a strong appreciation of and support
for Israel. His gap-year school, Yeshivat
Ashreinu in Beit Shemesh, shared his high
school’s commitment to public service.
“He had a great life,” said Ari Schwartz. “We
are proud of who he was. He had 18 great
years. That is how we will remember him…
Some people live long lives but have unfortunate circumstances that make life hard.
Ezra had a wonderful life and he died a
happy person, and that is more important
than anything else.”
Among the speakers, his Maimonides
baseball coach, Joshua N. Prybyla, Esq.,
spoke of his excellence at the sport. His
older sister Molly spoke of the encouragement that he offered to her. Rabbi Sendor
also spoke of Ezra’s pride in working as a

Ezra’s friends from home mourn him in Israel (JTA)
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A letter from an Imam in Ezra’s hometown of Sharon, Massachusetts, that has gone viral on
social media, expressing grief over Ezra’s murder

Friends and family attend a ceremony in memory of Ezra at Ben Gurion Airport

counselor at Camp Yavneh in New Hampshire. His love of sports included football.
He was an ardent Patriots fan. “We loved it
together. We all have such fond memories
of the togetherness of watching sports.”
The day on which Ezra Schwartz lost
his life was particularly deadly for Israel,
as two other Jews were stabbed to death

while davening in a Tel Aviv office building.
The murder of an American citizen in Israel may have been overshadowed that day
by the worldwide reaction to the massacre
in Paris conducted by Islamic State sympathizers and the unfolding hostage crisis
CONTINUED ON P. 55

Relatives and friends mourn during a ceremony for Ezra at Ben Gurion Airport, before the
coffin leaves for burial
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This past Monday night, the New England Patriots, under owner Robert Kraft, a longtime
friend of Israel, honored Ezra with a moment of silence before their football game. His picture
is seen here on the scoreboard
CONTINUED FROM P. 54

in Bamako, Mali. As many Jews expressed
condolences and prayers for victims of the
shootings in Paris, Imam Abdul Rahman
Ahmad of the Islamic Center of New England wrote a much-publicized letter to the
Jewish people. “I write to extend my deepest condolences for your tragic loss. The
Islamic community of Sharon has always

possible terms. As we’ve made clear, we
remain deeply concerned about the situation and continue to urge all sides to take
affirmative steps to restore calm and prevent actions that would further escalate
tensions.”
The apparent boilerplate language used
by the agency was later elaborated by
spokesman John Kirby in a tweet that mentioned Ezra Schwartz. On the morning of
November 20, as Shabbos was approaching

with the meeting last May between White
house staffers and Palestinian-American
teen Tariq Abu Khdeir, a citizen who participated in a hostile demonstration in Jerusalem and was allegedly roughed up by Israeli police. Likewise, last September, after
14-year-old student Ahmed Mohamed of Irving, Texas, was arrested for making a clock
that resembled a bomb, a White house invite and a presidential tweet followed suit.
Fortunately, there are people who care
and recognize that Ezra Schwartz was more
than a statistic, but an individual worthy of
honor. How much more so as a result of
his short and accomplished life? Had Ezra
Schwartz survived, he would likely have
continued his studies at Rutgers University, where he was to study business. “Anita
Datar had an enormously accomplished
career and Ezra Schwartz had enormous
potential,” said college president Robert
Barchi. “Their tragic deaths are a reminder
to us all of the fragility of life and the ur-

gent need for better understanding among
us all.”
Closer to his home, New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft, a longtime friend of
Israel, ordered a moment of silence before
his team’s game against the Buffalo Bills on
the evening of November 23. The decision
followed his conversation with American
oleh Dov Lipman, a former Knesset Member. “It would mean so much to the people
of Israel, to supporters around the world,
and to Ezra’s family and friends if the Patriots could do something in his memory,”
Lipman wrote in an e-mail to Kraft.
Ezra Schwartz was a Jew and an American. As Dov Lipman noted, he was also
a member of the Patriots nation. In that
moment of silence, an estimated 80,000
spectators stood in silence at Gillette Stadium. Countless more witnessed the memorial on television. The family sits shiv’ah,
the community pays respects, and a nation
mourns.

Fortunately, there are people who care and recognize
that Ezra Schwartz was more than a statistic,
but an individual worthy of honor
categorically condemned such violent
acts, based on our firm belief that Islam
enjoins us to be a people who bring peace
and harmony to the world.” The letter cited T’hilim and concluded with “HaMakom
y’nacheim.”
Israeli officials recognized Ezra’s patriotism to his ancestral homeland. “Ezra
came to Israel not only to study but also
to be a part of the vibrant Israeli experience,” said Jewish agency chair Natan Sharansky. “This makes his death even more
tragic.” Among representatives of the United States, the reaction was initially muted
and appeared to come as a result of prodding by reporters at press conferences and
online comments.
The first word from the State Department did not mention Ezra Schwartz by
name. “We condemn these terrorist attacks
against innocent civilians in the strongest
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in Israel, Ambassador Dan Shapiro offered a
tweet. “As Shabbat begins, we mourn with
the family and friends of Ezra Schwartz z”l,
an American citizen murdered yesterday in
a terrorist attack. Our thoughts and prayers
are with them, and with the families of the
other victims of yesterday’s attacks. May
God bring them comfort.”
Although Ezra Schwartz’s name was
uttered by representatives of the White
House and the State Department, looking
at Secretary of State John Kerry’s Twitter
feed since Ezra’s murder, there is mention
of Red Sox player David Ortiz’s retirement,
and American citizen Anita Datar, a hostage
killed in Bamako, as well as his meeting
with the Foreign Minister of Bahrain. On
President Obama’s Twitter feed, the debate
over Syrian refugees was the only topic
mentioned.
The president’s silence greatly contrasts
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Op-Ed

Just Like Ezra
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

away camp similar to Ezra’s, Camp Yavneh.
Ezra Schwartz made the noble and brave
decision to go to Israel for his gap year, to a
religious, Orthodox institution for overseas
students called Ashreinu. I too made that
choice, and ended up in Yeshivat Shaalvim’s
American program – a religious, Orthodox
institution for overseas students. Last
Thursday, Ezra was killed. I am alive.
I didn’t know Ezra. I won’t ever know
Ezra. But since that twisted nightmare of
a day last week, I have heard and learned
so much about him. I felt my heart stop
when my friend told me an American in
Ashreinu was one of the victims of a shooting attack in Gush Etzion, a known area of
the Judea and Samaria region of Israel. My
stomach churned when I heard that he
was the roommate of a close friend, one
who happened to have been sitting next
to Ezra in the van during that hellish moment. I tasted vomit when I read that he
in fact had been killed, and was not just in
critical condition, as so many news agencies that we rely on here for information
initially reported on Twitter. And when
his picture was published, I felt the tears
begin to flow.
I didn’t know Ezra, and I won’t ever
know Ezra. But in a way, I knew him – and
know him – very well. The endless posts
on his Facebook profile do not take long to
mention common adjectives… “his smile,”
“so kind,” and so often, “I love you and miss
you.”
In his smile, I see so many of my friends.
The clothes he wears in his Facebook pictures – I recognize them from my closet.
The look on his face in the pictures of him
with his friends – it’s eerily similar to the
one on my face, on my banner picture on
my Facebook profile, with my friends.
I know him through the dozens of
friends I have that also have girlfriends in
the Jerusalem seminary, Harova. In fact,
the roommate of a close friend of mine just
happens to be Ezra’s girlfriend.
I see myself in Ezra, and I see my friends.
I see the hundreds of kids who flock to
Israel from America to take their gap year
(or two) here. So when I heard about Ezra,
when it had fully sunk in that a normal
teenager, from America, here for his gap
year, was actually killed – actually murdered
– in a terrorist attack, I immediately imagined my friends being killed. Myself being
killed. This kid that I didn’t know, Ezra, being killed.
I will not turn Tzomet HaGush and Ezra’s
death into a political battlefield, like many
people have decided to do. I won’t cry, “It’s
the settlers!” or, “No, we need more settlements!” I won’t demand revenge or demand mercy – no, not yet. It isn’t the time,
and this isn’t the platform. Right now, we
still have to mourn.
So what I will do is write about what it
feels like to be here right now, as an American yeshivah student, as an American in
Israel for my gap year. On Thursday, so
many of us were already saddened by the
killing of two Israelis in Tel Aviv, two middle-aged men killed while praying, two fathers, two husbands. But, as has become an
unfortunate normalcy in this trying time,
we read the report, were silent for a few
moments, turned to one another and spoke
about how terrible it was and how we just
couldn’t believe it. Then we put our phones
away, went back into our beis midrash, and
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Ezra Schwartz

continued on with our day.
That evening, information came in pieces. News agencies kept reporting differently.
There was a shooting attack near the
Gush junction (the same place where, two
summers ago, three teenagers were kidnapped and murdered. One of them, Naftali, was from the community where I am
now studying).
There were ten injured, and at least two
Israelis dead.
No, wait: one of them was an American
18-year-old.
He was a tourist. No, he was on birthright. No, he…
As usual with tragedy, the original confusion is almost thick enough for you to reach
out and touch. So many people were saying
so many different things. Soon, another student and I learned that the 18-year-old American was a “shana alef,” a “year one” student
from Ashreinu. Then we heard that he was
a roommate of a friend of ours, whom some
people were saying was headed to the hospital in critical condition himself.
I left the yeshivah building. I couldn’t

An American isn’t supposed to be killed
in a terrorist attack… Israelis are.
Because that’s the norm.
(In fact, just as I am writing this, a young
Israeli woman very close to my (and Ezra’s)
age was stabbed to death, in the exact same
spot where Ezra was gunned down. And yet,
it’s considered normal.)
So I couldn’t believe it. I was in shock. I
walked around thinking how how how how,
why why why why. I simply couldn’t understand.
At around seven thirty at night we knew
what had happened. Ezra Schwartz, 18,
from Sharon, Massachusetts, who went to
Camp Yavneh and who liked to play baseball and help people and laugh and who
had a girlfriend in Harova and who went to
Ashreinu and who was roommates with my
friend and who wears the same clothes as
me and who had a future and dreams and
aspirations and heroes and questions about
life and G-d and religion and was probably
so excited for Rutgers next year and who
probably caught colds and had headaches
and fevers and who cried and had favorite
foods and probably had a favorite one that

When I lay out my clothes at night,
it really shouldn’t cross my mind whether or not these clothes
will be what I’m wearing when I die
breathe. I couldn’t see. I couldn’t think. I
couldn’t feel.
You see, as Americans, we come from a
very secure, safe environment. Be it Sharon, Massachusetts, or Teaneck, New Jersey,
we can walk around not having to worry
about being stabbed in the back. Not only
do we feel that very security as Jews, but
also as human beings. If you’ve ever been
in traffic, then you know how frustrating
being stuck for so long and moving so little
can be. But try to imagine constantly looking over your shoulder to see if someone is
coming to ram into you and shoot you in the
back of your head. With this sense of security that we have, as Americans, often times
when we hear or read about a terrorist attack in Israel, we’ll chalk it up to the norm
– because it has indeed become the norm.
But an American?

his mom would make every Shabbos and
got into arguments with siblings friends
and parents and lived such an eerily similar
life to mine, was dead.
And I was alive.
In my broken, distraught state, I did
what any good Jewish boy should, would,
and could do: I called my mom. I called
my mom and cried. I curled up on the dark
steps of our chadar ochel and wept for forty minutes. I thought of how it could have
been me delivering food to soldiers, it could
have been me going to see a friend in the
Gush. It could have been anyone.
I wept and wept. I even begged G-d for
a break, and asked if someone else could be
the chosen people for just a few weeks, until we heal and get back on our feet.
I find myself here, in yeshivah, asking
myself questions I should never have to

ponder. When I lay out my clothes at night,
it really shouldn’t cross my mind whether or
not these clothes will be what I’m wearing
when I die. “When I’m debating going out
to see some friends, literally asking myself
if it’s worth risking my life to drive to the
city” should stay far away from the equation. And I really, really should not have
to write a letter to my family with “Just in
Case” written on the envelope. The situation here really reminds me of the old Wild
West. It seems that ordinary people just,
well, die, with no rhyme or reason except
that someone decided to end their lives.
So how do we move on? How do we
continue?
The weekly Torah portion of this past
week, the week Ezra Schwartz, Yaakov Don,
Avira Reuben, and Aron Yesiab (zichronam
li’vrachah–may they be remembered for a
blessing) were killed, is the portion where
G-d appears to Yaakov in Beit El, and tells
him the land that he is sleeping on will belong to his children.
The offspring of Jacob will return to the
land.
I had the privilege of being in Beit El (a
settlement not too far from the Gush) this
past Shabbos, and it was during that very
emotional, very inspirational weekend that
I realized that we’ve returned, but there’s a
caveat: The land comes at a price. And that
price is Ezra. That price is every single terror victim in the land of Israel.
But we pay it.
And we are here because we pay it.
And if we are here, we will live.
And we must live in order to move on.
To quote Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik:
“No matter how difficult [the] times are, no
matter how great the loss is, however dreary and bleak the present seems, the future
shines with a brilliant glow full of promise.
The messianic hope has never vanished; the
people have never been enveloped by the
dark night of despair.”
Life goes on. It is dark now, but it will
become lighter.
We will live.
We will pray, and study, for we will not
hide our faces from God just because He
hides His from us. We will live; we will go
out at night and have dinner or see a movie.
We will go on walks if we so please. We will
thrive here, and we will tell our children
and our grandchildren that we stayed in Israel, we lived here, during a year so bad and
so wild that people were killed to the point
of normalcy, that people were stabbed almost daily, that people were killed praying,
eating, driving, walking, shopping, talking –
living – a year when people like Ezra
Schwartz a”h were killed bringing food to
soldiers who were protecting him.
We will live.
We will live as Ezra and everyone else
would have: with laughter, love, and kindness.
On Friday, I etched Ezra’s name into my
siddur and my shtender, my bookstand. I
will live every day I have left of my time
here like I believe Ezra would have. And
that is how I will continue to know Ezra –
through myself, and through those around
me, doing the same thing.
We will continue.
We will live. And through us, through
our living: Ezra will live.
May G-d comfort the Schwartzes, all the
families of victims of terror – and all of us –
among the mourners of Zion, speedily in
our days.
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and say - Seth Meyers
Trump ran into a little trouble before a speech in Knoxville.
Someone noticed that the sign
in front of Trump’s podium actually misspelled the word “Tennessee” and only had one “S.” Or
as Trump calls it, “A naked dollar
sign.”
- Jimmy Fallon

There is reportedly a shortage of
turkeys this Thanksgiving. So it’s
official, even turkeys don’t want
to spend Thanksgiving with your
family.
- Conan O’Brien

Campbell’s is recalling over
300,000 cans of SpaghettiOs. Turns
out, they contain a very dangerous
Archaeologists in Israel have substance called “SpaghettiOs.”
discovered an ancient forma- Conan O’Brien
tion as old as Stonehenge that’s
known as the “Wheel of Giants.”
Bernie Sanders recently joined
They claim that ancient locals Snapchat. So in case you were
used to gather around the wheel wondering, you can get Snapchat
nightly and purchase vowels.
on a rotary phone.
– Conan O’Brien
- Conan O’Brien
RadioShack just announced
they will be celebrating Black
Friday on Wednesday. Mostly because Radio Shack’s worried they
won’t be around on Friday.
- Conan O’Brien

A new study came out this
week, which showed that the cities of Portland and Seattle have
the highest percentage of single
women over 40 living with cats. It
goes without saying that they also
lead the nation in frozen yogurt
After one of Google’s self- shops, Zumba classes, and crying.
driving cars was pulled over this
- James Corden
weekend, the company released
a statement touting that the cars
Bernie Sanders will deliver a
have the human equivalent of 90 speech tomorrow, which pundits
years behind the wheel. Which say will seek to clarify his identity
also explains why the left blinker as a Democratic socialist. He’ll exwas on for 17 miles.
plain that “Democratic” means he
- Seth Meyers believes everyone should have an
equal say, and “socialist” means
Marriott reached a $12 billion he’s not getting elected.
deal to buy Starwood Hotels and
- Seth Meyers
Resorts, which now makes Marriott the world’s biggest hotel
A pair of zebras got loose in
chain. At first the deal only cost $9 downtown Philadelphia this
billion, but then they celebrated weekend after escaping from a
with a tiny bottle of champagne nearby circus. They were chased
from the minibar, made it $12 bil- down and captured almost immelion.
diately by Eagles fans who mis- Jimmy Fallon took them for referees.
- Seth Meyers
60
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So

“Accommodations”

By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com
Difficulty Level: Medium

24. Sign from a 43-Across
25. “The ___ Curtain” (1982 Billy
1. Word from the father of Krusty’s
Joel album)
biggest fan
26. 1997 Soulfarm album, with
2. ___-Wan, character Kasdan wrote as
“The”
a ghost (sort of)
27. Best Picture of 1958
3. One’s on a 100 Shekel note
produced by Arthur Freed
4. (Jewish) values
32. “___ man die...” Job 14:14
5. P!nk’s “___ Knew
33. Baby name suggested by
6. Eilat reef denizen
George on “Seinfeld”
7. Rabbi Kaplan
35. Get set (at Bar Ilan)
8. Pashta’s partner
36. Follower of “I” in a notable
9. Make like Mossad, at times
Asimov work
10. Hod ___, Israel
37. Ben Gurion action for bags
11. Husband of Bathsheba
39. Meshuggah
12. Fibers brushed off a tallis
40. Arab chieftain
13. Some could start with 180
41. Cost of a call, when Wilder
18. “Good shtick!”
was making films
19. Angelic light
46. Virtually every “Schindler’s
23. Creator of Ford’s Indiana Jones
List” review

48. Rabin was the last Prime
Minister to visit this country
50. Bit of work for Spielberg
51. What the Hebrews made
when leaving Egypt?
52. Moses had several
53. Where Goldstar might be
found
54. Reiner’s hero in “The
Princess Bride”
55. Nile bird
59. Like Larry Miller’s humor
60. Netanya to Tiberias dir.
61. Notable Sea
62. Option for getting to South
America from Israel
63. Rabbi Zalman SchachterShalomi wrote about
experimenting with it in the
60’s

See solution in this issue

in Miami?
42. “___ to recall...”
43. Yonah but not Daniel
44. Hank who coached Larry
Brown
45. Famous orbiter or a biblical
sister, for short
47. Genre of Joe Trohman’s
Fall Out Boy
49. One’s longer than 5,776
50. Where to stay on Yom
Kippur?
55. Sammy Davis Jr. book,
“Yes, ___”
56. Start of Roth’s band
57. El Al info: Abbr.
58. Where to stay near the
Kotel?
64. ___stellar, sci-fi hit
produced by Lynda Obst
65. She played Simka on TV
66. El Al info: Abbr.
67. Like many a bar
68. Hurried to get home for
Shabbat dinner
69. Sondheim’s “___ in the
Clowns”

SEE SOLUTION IN THIS ISSUE

CAN YOU SPOT
THE 10 DIFFERENCES?

Down

Across
1. Two tablets, maybe
5. Not like Samson
9. Prayer sites
14. Life lines?
15. Idolatrous queen
16. It (still) has more kosher
restaurants than any city in
Europe
17. Places to stay during
Tishrei?
20. Daughter of Tzelafchad
21. Big bird where they light
Chanukah candles in
Summer
22. Shabbat item, for some
23. Where to talk trash in
Vegas?
27. Eglon had a big one
28. Actress Brenneman
29. Jordan preceder?
30. Locale for Julianna
Margulies on “ER”
31. Belonging to the one who
reared Samuel
34. Robbie Kriegers band, with
“The”
38. Where Adam and Eve stay
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The Informed Woman • Beauty Briefs
Risselle Naimark
Redheads
will still look best
in brown mascara

Universally
Flattering Colors

W

ith a large array of beauty products and colors available today,
figuring out what works can be
daunting. But the quest may be over in the
world of beauty. There are dozens of colors
guaranteed to look great on any woman. In
fact, these hues are so adaptable, they work
for both Ashkenazic and Sephardic skin
tones. A universal palette of neutrals can
be dubbed as safe colors. Natural, earthy
tones are in vogue today and look pretty on
all complexions. Read on for some helpful
tips:

Flawless Foundation
Beautiful skin always begins with the
right foundation, which is the one product
that is not a one size fits all. Foundation
is actually the quintessential anti-universal
makeup, since a woman’s skin tone is as
unique as her fingerprints. Thus, you need
to first determine if your undertones are
cool (pink-based) or warm (yellow-based)
before deciding on the right color base.

would be to choose a neutral pinkish/brown lipstick that has no purple or blue undertones. This is a
safe bet for all, since the dye won’t
turn hot pink or brighter on the
lips. If you wish to brighten the
color, you can always top the color
with a lip gloss in a more vibrant
shade.
Although every woman knows
that life offers no guarantees,
some colors can be considered
universally flattering, and will
look great on any woman.
You can also get
a more natural stain on your lips
by using your fingers

Light pink shadows are also
a safe highlighter for all eyes

Finger painting
One of the most universal, practical and
versatile makeup tools is right at our fingertips. You can apply cream blush with your
fingers for a soft and most natural look,
plus just a hint of color and texture on your
eyes with a cream product. You can also get
a more natural stain on your lips by using
your fingers.

Neutral Eyes
Taupe-colored eyeshadows, neutral
browns, and pinkish browns can be flattering on any eye color, and can easily be
applied to lids or used in the crease. Light
pink shadows are also a safe highlighter for
all eyes, while dark-brown or black eyeliner
applied to the top lids only will work on
anyone. The trick is in the application skill,
which should be tailored to the shape of
your eye. Black mascara is another winner
and most commonly sold, since it flatters
most complexions, although redheads will
still look best in brown mascara. These
colors can be paired with a universally flattering pinky brown blush that is not bluebased.
Red lipstick, which is quite popular, will
work on most complexions as well. The
trick is finding the right red. Women with
yellow undertones look best in orange or
brownish reds, whereas those with cool
undertones are flattered by blue-based
(pinkish) reds. Of course, red lipstick definitely makes a statement and will not be
the right choice for everyone, despite the
fact that it will complement all complexions. For those who want a softer image,
are young, or have very full lips and don’t
want them to be the focal point, a safer bet
would be to opt for a gloss in an off-shade
of red. Another flattering and soft option

Risselle Naimark is a Professional Freelance Makeup Artist and Skincare Consultant. She carries an extensive line of
personalized skincare, cosmetics, and antiaging products. Risselle is also available for
weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, makeup lessons,
and all of your beauty needs. She can be
reached at 718 263-5517.
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The Informed Woman • Style Myths Debunked
Meira E. Schneider-Atik

The Long And The Short
Of Hair Length
Myth: Your haircut is as simple as short vs. long.
Truth: There are different lengths and you have
to consider what will work for you.

I

remember when I was growing up and
my hair was long and in a ponytail
until I was 6 ½. Then I decided that
I wanted it cut. For years afterwards, my
hair was short. And short meant pixie
short. There were times when my hair
was a little longer, but whenever it became
hard to handle, it was cut short. It wasn’t
until I was an adult that I learned the different hair lengths and how they work. By
that time, I knew a little better and I didn’t
agree with everything. But at least I knew
the differences.
From me, you get the truth.
There are four basic hair lengths. They
each have their pros and cons and they
each work differently based on hair type,
face shape, body type, and lifestyle. And
you have to consider all of the above when
choosing a hairstyle.
The basic hair lengths are:
Super-short: the hair falls anywhere
above the bottom of the earlobe. This includes the classic pixie style along with
short shags.
Short: the hair falls anywhere from the
bottom of the earlobe to the bottom of the
chin.
Mid-length: the hair falls anywhere between mid-neck and the shoulders.
Long: the hair falls past the shoulders.
Remember that there is such a thing as
too short in which there is fewer than three
inches of hair on top. There is also such a
thing as too long, which the hair falls past
the empire line when dry. Too-short hair
and too-long hair do not look good and
must be avoided.
Even the good lengths are prone to
myths, mostly having to do with hair
type. The truth is that every hair type can
wear pretty much any length as long as it’s
shaped to frame the face and flatter the
body type. While some hair types might
prefer certain lengths more than others, it’s
more a matter of care than anything else. If
you’re caring for your hair type properly, it
will look good.
Now let’s consider the lengths and how
they affect you.

Super-short:

This is the ultimate “wash-and-wear”
length. Since the hair is so short, it’s the
easiest in terms of day-to-day maintenance.
You just wash, condition, blot, add a product, and go. But it does require more frequent haircuts if you want to maintain
the length. As for face shape, this length
hides very little, so you need to be happy
with your face shape and facial features. If
there’s anything you want to camouflage,
it’s better to go a little longer. And as for
body type, this smallest length works best
on smaller bodies, but even plus-size women can wear it as long as there’s enough vol-
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Mid-length:

ume to balance everything. Same for tall
women. And confidence overall is important here. If you love it, go for it.

Short:

This is the trickiest length. Not because
it can’t flatter, but because certain face
shapes and hair types would require a bit
more attention to make this length work.
Curly Type 3 hair can wear this length (I
wrote about one of my best haircuts which
was at this length), but it requires some
work to make sure the hair falls the right
way so that you don’t get a poodle effect. If
you have straight or wavy hair, your stylist
will have an easier time. Face shape is also
an issue. While oblong faces look terrific
in this length, round and square faces need
some extra attention so that the length
doesn’t overemphasize the shape. However, this length flatters every body type by
exposing the neck, which in turn elongates
the body. And it gives you some length to
play with as opposed to super-short.

This is known to be universally flattering. Every hair type, face shape, and body
type looks great in this length. The difference is in the details. You can go blunt or
layered, bangs or no bangs, etc. It’s just a
matter of what works best for you. And
with the extra length, there’s room for ponytails and up-dos.

Long:

need layers and shaping to draw attention
to the face and remove weight.
Remember that these are guidelines.
Make sure you have a great hairstylist and
then take these with you. Talk to your stylist and work with her to get a great style
that will work just for you.
Whether you wear your hair super-short,
short, mid-length, or long, wear it beautifully and love it.

This length adds
weight, which is great
for Curly Type 3s and
Kinky Type 4s who want
their hair to be a bit
calmer. As long as there
are some layers cut into
it, it will look good; but
without the layers, the
hair will just hang there
and overwhelm. Straight
Type 1s can only do this
length with layers to add
volume (if the hair is
limp/oily) or to remove
weight (if the hair is
coarse/dry). This length
flatters every face shape
as long as the hair is layered to frame the face.
One fashion guru wrote
that long hair can make
a pregnant woman’s face
appear thinner. If you
have an oblong face, you
need the layers to add
some width. But body
type is trickier. If you’re
petite, you must add
layers and shaping so
that the length doesn’t
overwhelm you. And
if you’re plus-size, you

Meira E. Schneider-Atik is a wardrobe organizer and personal shopper.

She helps women
weed out their wardrobes, shop smartly, put together outfits, and save time, effort, and money,
all within tz’nius. Her writing on fashion and style within tz’nius has been published both in
print and online. She is also a jewelry designer and co-founder of RenaMei Jewelry – Designed
Just for You. Her pieces can be seen on www.etsy.com (just look up RenaMei). She can be
reached at 718-644-6135 or at MESAtik@gmail.com.

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

65

66

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

Vol. IV No. 42 (#137) • November 26, 2015

14 Kislev 5776 • Vol. IV No. 42 (#137)

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

67

68

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

Vol. IV No. 42 (#137) • November 26, 2015

