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By Caroline Schumsky

his past week, I attended
the Torah Umesorah convention on Thursday and
Friday. As I was driving up to the
convention, it reminded me of
my trip to the convention last
year. In May 2016, I also attended
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interest-free loan funds
have been established in
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With complete integrity, those

CONTINUED ON P. 9

CONTINUED ON P. 7

C

“O

By Rabbi David Algaze
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only know what I
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grave tochachah, G-d’s admonition about what will
happen to us if we stray from
His will. This warning is replete

CONTINUED ON P. 48

CONTINUED ON P. 13

SEE AD
ON PAGE 16

SEE THE OPTIONS ON P. 51

Act even as we cry

.40
SEE AD ON P. 8

SEE THE DETAILS ON P. 9

22 Iyar 5777 • Vol. VI No. 19 (#211)

SEE AD ON P. 10

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

1

2

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

Vol. VI No. 19 (#211) • May 18, 2017

22 Iyar 5777 • Vol. VI No. 19 (#211)

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

3

4

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

Vol. VI No. 19 (#211) • May 18, 2017

22 Iyar 5777 • Vol. VI No. 19 (#211)

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

5

PUBLISHED BY
Queens Jewish Link, LLC
RABBINIC CONSULTANT
Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld
MANAGING EDITOR
Naftali Szrolovits
SENIOR CONSULTANTS
Yaniv Meirov
Cynthia Zalisky
Helen Hoffman
Rebecca Wittert
Sergey Kadinsky
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Yaakov Serle
COPY EDITORS
R’ Yisroel Benedek
Rivky Bergstein
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Shua Katz
SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER
Rachel Goldsmith

8-Day

Community
43
Calendar – Rebecca Wittert  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .43
26-44
Recent Happenings – Susie Garber, QJL Staff  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 26-44
37
Snapshots – Shua Katz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .37

Forecast
FRI • MAY 19

61
Classifieds & Real Estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 61
General Interest

TUE • MAY 23

85°

70°

56°

58°

PM
Thunderstorms

Partly Cloudy

SAT • MAY 20

WED • MAY 24

67°

65°

52°

57°

Mostly Sunny

Mostly Sunny

SUN • MAY 21

THU • MAY 25

65°

65°

QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

59°

718-880-2622

57°

Partly Cloudy

Showers

68-68 Main St., Flushing, NY 11367

www.QueensJewishLink.com
Design by Design2pro.com
Design & Production

MON • MAY 22

FRI • MAY 26

72°

65°

MICHAEL KUROV • Art Director

57°

56°

Distributed by
Prime Media Distribution

Rain

Scattered
Thunderstorms

22/23
This Week in History – Yakov Merkin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 22/23
20
Financially Forward – Gerald Harris .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .20

Style & Living
 .59
Beauty Briefs – Risselle Naimark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .59
 .1
Dating Today – Goldy Krantz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .1
52
House & Home – Sarah Newcomb  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .52
57
Foodie Adventures – Bracha Serle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .57
 .49
Interior Design for the 99% – Zisi Naimark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .49
Style Myths Debunked – Meira E . Schneider-Atik  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .55
 .55

Light & Fun
62/63
The Fun Side – QJL Staff .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 62/63
14-18
Snippets of Strange – QJL Staff  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 14-18

Mental Health & Physical Wellness
46
Hooked on Healing – Caroline Schumsky  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .46

Opinion
21
As I See it – Cynthia Zalisky  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .21
 .1
Frontlines – Dr . Joe Frager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .1
 .1
Message from our Rabbinic consultant – R’ Yoel Schonfeld  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .1

Torah/Tefilah/Parshah
 .1
Rabbi’s Musings & Amusings – R’ Dani Staum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .1
10
The Shmuz on the Parshah – R’ Ben Tzion Shafier  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .10
 .7
Stories of Greatness – R’ Dovid Hoffman  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .7
 .48
Weekly Tefilah Focus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .48

Special Articles
Four Gifts For Mother’s Day – Sara Debbie Gutfreund  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .25
25
Lancman: Linda Sarsour’s Anti-Semitic Rhetoric and Actions
Have No Place in Progressive Politics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .29
29
Martin Oliner, RZA Anticipating Arrival of Yom Yerushalayim’s
Yerushalayim’s 50th
50th Anniversary
Anniversary ––
In Washington and Israel – Jeff Klapper  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .45
 .45
The Great Expectations of Eating Out – Judah S . Harris .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .47
47
The Fire Within: Thoughts on Lag BaOmer – Rabbi Dovid Orlofsky
Orlofsky . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .51
51

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Chaveirim — providing
roadside assistance

Mikvah Israel/ KGH
KGH Mikvah,
Mikvah, Flushing
Flushing

718-441-0505

Toby Pelman Mikvah/JCC
Mikvah/JCC of
of Hillcrest
Hillcrest

Hatzolah

718-969-4937

718-387-1750

Mikvah of Beth
Beth Israel
Israel of
of
Spinka, Rego
Rego Park
Park

Chevra Kaddisha

718-849-9700
Eruv Hotline (Forest Hills)

718-544-6898
Eruv Hotline (Kew Gardens Hills)

718-263-3921

Disclaimer
While we make every effort to publish articles that are within
the bounds of normative halachah and hashkafah, we cannot take
responsibility for every article written. If you
feel that anything you read is objectionable,
please write a letter to the editor and, if appropriate, it will be published.
Additionally, the views expressed in any
political article appearing in this publication
are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of the Queens
Jewish Link. The Queens Jewish Link does not
support or endorse any political candidate.
Thank You.
QJL Staff

6

Disclaimer
Please be
advised that
the QJL takes
no responsibility of the
Kashruth
standards of any of its advertisers. Do not take the fact
that an eatery appears in our
paper as a kosher endorsement of their product. If you
feel that a particular establishment is under questionable
supervision, please consult
your rabbi for his advice.
Thank You.
QJL Staff

718-268-6500

718-592-9786

Erna Lindenfeld
Lindenfeld Hachnossas
Hachnossas
Kallah Fund
Fund

718-591-9599

Baby Equipment
Equipment Gemach:
Gemach:
Tzivia Dietch
Dietch

Bikur Cholim of Queens:

718-275-5287

718-380-7433

Shaindel Ruchel Baby
Baby Food
Food Gemach
Gemach

Kol Halashon

347-416-3672

718-395-2440

Table & Chair Gemach
Gemach KGH
KGH

Vaad HaRabonim of Queens

718-520-9060
Tomchei Shabbos

718-850-8070
Cong. Mikvah Israel of Forest Hills

718-897-9370
Mikvah of Queens/
Forest Hills Mikvah

718-261-6380
Kew Gardens Mikvah, Richmond Hill

718-849-0065

917-882-1414

Modest Hospital
Hospital Gown
Gown
Gemach of
of Queens
Queens

917-859-8177

Queens Jewish Community
Community Council
Council

718-544-9033

Avigdor’s Helping
Helping Hand
Hand

718-568-9720

Chickens for
for Shabbos
Shabbos

718-261-9723

Queens Kallah Gown
Gown Gemach
Gemach

347-495-1011

To add to this list, please email your important
numbers to QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

QueensJewishLink.com • 718-880-2622 • QueensJewishLink@gmail.com

Vol. VI No. 19 (#211) • May 18, 2017

Stories Of Greatness
R’ Dovid Hoffman

What Goes Around, Comes Around
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

in charge of tzedakah funds manage large
sums of money for lending to anyone in
need of cash to support his business and
get back on his feet. Indeed, this is the essence of the mitzvah, as Rashi explains in
this week’s parshah: “You shall support
him. Do not allow him to fall down and
collapse altogether, in which case it would
be difficult to pick him up again. Rather,
‘support him’ while his hand is still faltering ... like the load on a donkey. While still
on the donkey, one person can grasp it and
hold it in place. Once it falls to the ground,
however, five people cannot pick it up.”
Of course, money is important. But, adds
the S’fas Emes, zt”l, aside from the financial aspect, when a person knows there is
someone out there willing to help him and
allow him to thrive and succeed in the big,
scary world of commerce, there is no greater manner of v’hechezakta bo – supporting
and strengthening a fellow human being to
become the best that he can be.
A true story occurred in 1892 at Stanford
University, in southern California. It is
a story within a story, and it displays the
goodness of the human psyche and how
that goodness can accomplish so much for
so many people.
An 18-year-old American university student was struggling to pay his fees. He was
an extremely bright fellow and looked forward to a great future. However, he was an
orphan and was severely strapped for cash.
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Not knowing where to turn, he came up
with a bright idea. He and a friend decided
to host a musical concert on the Stanford
campus to raise money for their education. They reached out to the great Polish
pianist, Ignacy J. Paderewski. His manager
demanded a guaranteed fee of $2,000 for
the piano recital. A deal was struck and the
boys began to work to make the concert a
success.
The big day arrived. But unfortunately,
they had not managed to sell enough tickets. The total collection was only $1,600.
Disappointed, they went to Paderewski

with a great big heart. He had no reason to
do what he did. He did not ask for nor expect anything in return. He did it because
he felt it was the right thing to do.
History will show that Ignacy Paderewski went on to become the prime minister of
Poland. He was a great and beloved leader,
and worked diligently to have an independent Poland accepted among the League of
Nations. When World War I officially ended on November 11, 1918, it signaled the end
of a harsh, dramatic, and battle-fatigued
war. But hostilities are only officially ended
on a specific date; the effects of hostilities

It was a small act of kindness. But it clearly marked
Ignacy Paderewski as a man with a great big heart
and explained their plight. They gave him
the entire $1,600, plus a check for the balance of $400. They didn’t have the money
yet, but they promised to honor the check
as soon as they were able to.
“No,” said Paderewski. “This is not acceptable.” He tore up the check, returned
the $1,600 and told the two boys, “Here’s
your money. Please deduct whatever expenses you have incurred. Keep the money
you need for your fees. And just give me
whatever is left.” The boys were shocked –
and thrilled – and they thanked Paderewski
profusely.
It was a small act of kindness. But it
clearly marked Ignacy Paderewski as a man

carry on well into the future. By 1919, millions of children in Poland were starving.
There was no food to provide for a suffering nation. The newly formed government
of Poland had no resources with which it
could buy food. Desperate to help his people, the prime minister of Poland, Ignacy
Jan Paderewski, turned to the United States

Food and Relief Administration for help.
The head of the administration was
a man named Herbert Hoover – who later went on to become the U.S. president.
Hoover immediately agreed to help and
quickly shipped many tons of food and
grain to feed the starving Polish people.
A calamity was averted. Paderewski was
relieved. He traveled across the ocean to
meet Hoover and personally thank him for
his kindness. When Paderewski began to
thank Hoover for his noble gesture, Hoover
quickly interjected and said, “You shouldn’t
be thanking me, Mr. Prime Minister. You
may not remember this, but almost a quarter-century ago you helped two young students pay their way through college. Due to
your generosity, they succeeded. I was one
of them!”
The world is a wonderful place. What
goes around comes around!

Rabbi Dovid Hoffman is the author of the popular “Torah Tavlin” book series, filled
with stories, wit and hundreds of divrei Torah, including the brand new “Torah Tavlin
Yamim Noraim” in stores everywhere. You’ll love this popular series. Also look for his
book, “Heroes of Spirit,” containing one hundred fascinating stories on the Holocaust.
They are fantastic gifts, available in all Judaica bookstores and online at http://israelbookshoppublications.com. To receive Rabbi Hoffman’s weekly “Torah Tavlin” sheet on
the parsha, e-mail Torahtavlin@yahoo.com
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Rabbi’s Musings & Amusings
Rabbi Dani Staum

Reclaiming Memories
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

the convention, but had to come
home on Thursday night.
As I wrote a few months ago, in
March last year we were stunned
to find out that we were expecting twins.
We subsequently found out
that our twins had a serious condition called TTTS (Twin to Twin
Transfusion Syndrome).
Our doctor had us transfer
to Columbia Hospital, and our
first appointment was the Friday morning in May of the Torah
Umesorah Convention.
The next week, we had to make
a grueling decision whether to
undergo a procedure that would
sever the connections between
the babies in utero with a laser.
The procedure is currently only
performed in four hospitals in the
United States: in San Francisco,
Cincinnati, Philadelphia (CHOP),
and Columbia in Manhattan.
Our doctor in Columbia felt that
we should proceed, but since it
wasn’t absolutely clear that it was
necessary (and because it posed
its own risks) he told us that we
had to decide.
It was the most difficult half
hour of our lives. It was an incred-

ibly arduous decision to have to
make under pressure – one that
affected the lives of our unborn
babies.
We consulted with Rav Dovid
Cohen, and our rav, Rabbi Chaim
Schabes, and we were advised to
proceed.
We then had to wait to see if it
was successful. It was a very difficult few months, with bi-weekly
appointments fraught with anxiety.

servitude they had endured, and
barely survived, when they were
still in the land of their oppression?
Rav Nebenzhal answers that
the bitter enslavement ended six
months before the redemption.
Six months is more than enough
time for the human mind to begin
to forget what has occurred. Even
in Egypt they needed a symbol to
help them focus on how far they
had come, and what they had suf-

The only way to not lose that sense of reality is by being conscious of it, and
trying to maintain the original emotions we felt
And then, eight months ago,
on 6 Elul 5776 (September 9, 2016)
our beautiful twins were born
healthy, a minute apart from each
other. Eight days later, b’chasdei
Hashem, the brisim were bi’zman.
In his Haggadah, Rav Avigdor
Nebenzhal shlita asks why klal
Yisrael were commanded to eat
Maror at the first national Seder,
in Mitzrayim, the night before
the redemption. It’s understandable that such a reminder was
necessary for future generations.
However, did they really need a
symbolic reminder of the painful
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fered through.
When my Bubby – she should
live and be well – would recount
some of the travails she endured
during World War II, including
time spent in Siberia, she would
quip that she felt as if she was
talking about someone else. It
was hard to remember that she
herself had actually lived through
such terrible times.
My rebbe, Rabbi Berel Wein, relates that he was a young boy living in Chicago in 1948, when the
state of Israel was declared. Shortly after the declaration, there was

a rally in Chicago Stadium. Many
of his rebbeim, who could have
hardly been called Zionists, were
present at that rally, and when
they raised the Israeli flag, they
wept along with everyone else.
Rabbi Wein would lament that
later generations cannot relate
to the emotions of back then. By
now, it has all become politicized,
with the main focus on whether

you say Hallel or Tachanun on
Yom HaAtzmaut. But the feelings
of humility and gratitude to Hashem for the miracles witnessed in
the War of Independence, as well
as the gift of Eretz Yisrael, are
largely lost.
I just read the book “28 Iyar” by
Rabbi Emanuel Feldman. It is his
personal diary from 1967, when
his family spent a year in Eretz
Yisrael.
The book provides a small
glimpse into the incredible tension and anxiety that wracked
CONTINUED ON P. 18

Rabbi Dani Staum, LMSW, is the Rabbi of Kehillat New Hempstead,
as well as guidance counselor and fifth-grade rebbe in ASHAR, and
Principal at Mesivta Ohr Naftoli of New Windsor. He can be reached at
stamtorah@gmail.com. His website is www.stamtorah.info.
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The Shmuz On The Parshah
R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

If You Will Labor In Torah Study
“If you will follow My decrees and observe
My commandments and perform them…”
— VaYikra 26:2

T

he Torah lays out two divergent destinies for the Jewish people: “If you
will go in the ways of my statues…I
will give you rainfall in its time, the land
will give forth with abundance, the trees of
the field will produce fruit…you will eat until you are satisfied…There will be peace in
the land...”
However, “if you do not guard my statutes…you will suffer diseases and famine…
you will plant and not harvest…your enemies will chase you…the skies will turn to
iron…wild animals will attack…[and finally,]
an avenging sword will come into the land.”
Rashi explains that the pivotal point of
these two paths is: If you will labor in Torah. If you will labor in Torah, then you as
a nation will find great success. Your enemies will fear you, and you will rise ever
higher. If, however, you cease to labor in
Torah study, then curses will befall you.
In short, our success or failure as a nation
hinges upon this one activity.
However, as Rashi also points out, this
concept of laboring in Torah study is not
found in the pasuk. The words are, “If you
will go in the ways of my statutes.” Nowhere does it specify what this refers to.
Rashi explains that it cannot refer to keeping the mitzvos because that is specifically mentioned at the end of the pasuk. So

10

by process of elimination, he reasons that
this must be referring to laboring in Torah
study.
This Rashi is difficult to understand.
There seems to be no indication of the concept in the pasuk. Granted, learning Torah
is very significant, and we may know from
other sources that laboring in Torah study
is central to serving Hashem, but there
doesn’t seem to be any indication here that
this statement is speaking about laboring

ment the “nefesh ha’sichli” – the pure soul.
However, there is another component
of the human personality that is pure instinct and desire. That part of the individual doesn’t care about anything but fulfilling
its needs and wants. It is comprised of base
appetites and inclinations. This is referred
to as the “nefesh ha’bahami” – the animal
soul.

The Human Is in a Constant State of Flux

The Jewish People is never stagnant. We are either going up
towards great heights or down to the lowest abyss
in Torah study. How does Rashi know that
this statement of, “If you will go in the
ways of my statutes,” refers to laboring in
Torah study, as opposed to any other mitzvah?

The Inner Workings of the Human
The answer to this question stems
from understanding the inner nature of
man. The Chovos HaL’vavos (Shaar Avodas
Elokim) explains that Hashem created man
from two very distinct elements. Part of
man is pure intellect and wisdom. This part
of the person only wishes to do that which
is noble and proper. It desires to be generous and giving. It needs to do that which
is good and right. This part deeply hungers
to experience Hashem. Chazal call this seg-

When Hashem created man, He took
these two diverse segments and mixed
them together, creating a new synthesis
called man. Man has two competing sides
to him, each one crying out to fulfill its
needs, each one demanding its fill. These
two elements are in competition for dominance of the person. Much like a muscle
that grows stronger with use and atrophies
with disuse, each side is constantly being
strengthened or weakened. If a person gives

in to his animal instincts, those instincts
become stronger and more dominant. If a
person listens to his spiritual soul, it becomes stronger, gaining primacy over his
personality. The human is in constant flux,
with one side or the other always growing,
always gaining supremacy and control over
the person.
Man was put on this planet to grow. By
resisting the pull of the animal soul and
allowing the pure soul to flourish, man
elevates himself and reaches the state of
perfection of which he is capable. On the
other hand, if he gives in to the cries of the
animal soul, he elevates it, allowing it to
take control of him. His appetites become
stronger and dominate him until they effectively rule over him. He becomes more
animal than man.

The Torah:
The Ultimate Guide for Self-Perfection
The Torah, which is the ultimate guide of
human perfection, warns us against certain
CONTINUED ON P. 18

Born and bred in Kew Gardens Hills, R’ Ben Tzion Shafier joined the Choftez Chaim Yeshiva after high school. Shortly thereafter he got married and moved with his new family to
Rochester, where he remained in for 12 years. R’ Shafier then moved to Monsey, NY, where he
was a Rebbe in the new Chofetz Chaim branch there for three years. Upon the Rosh Yeshiva’s
request, he stopped teaching to devote his time to running Tiferes Bnei Torah. R” Shafier, a
happily married father of six children, currently resides in Monsey.
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A Shabbat Thought
R’ David Algaze

Depression And Its Antidote
Act even as we cry

“If despite this you do not heed Me, then
I shall punish you further…”
(Vayikra 26:18)
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

with graphic and very explicit descriptions of the innumerable tragedies that
will befall us both on the personal and
national level when we fail to obey G-d’s
laws. The Torah explains that if we do
not learn the lesson from the first set of
punishments, then G-d will send a more
severe set and so on until we repent and
return to Him.
Our Rabbis have extolled the value of
suffering. In fact, some important things
are acquired only after we agonize over
them. “Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai says,
‘Three good gifts G-d gave the Jewish people, and all of them were given only after
inflicting pain over them, and they are:
the Torah, Eretz Israel and the World-toCome’” (Brachot 5b).
Suffering also has the advantage of
making a person come closer to repentance, and thus in our anguish we become
more sensitized and more aware of our
shortcomings. As we experience grief, we
are more inclined to examine our deeds
and thus to improve the way we act.
Rav Henoch Leibowitz zt”l suggests,
however, that sometimes suffering has
the opposite effect, bringing a person
into a depression and despair, which
makes him less interested in having a
positive outlook on life. When a person
undergoes a difficult period in his life,
he may forget that the hardships are the
result of his sins and that, if he only repents, these troubles will immediately
disappear. Instead, as the anguish and
the pain increase, he may feel a sense of
despair, and instead of understanding the
true source of his tribulations he may set
his sights on resolving the problem. Despair sets in when we forget that all troubles are caused by our own actions and
sins, and that the true solution to them is
to return to G-d. G-d is capable of solving
our problems in an instant, “in the blink
of an eye,” yet in the moments of our agony, we have a propensity to forget this
and become hopeless. On the other hand,
when we comprehend the true reason for
our suffering, when we apply a correct
etiology of our diseases, we immediately will gain hope in the salvation and be
able to take the measures that will enable
us to merit G-d’s help.
Rav Hayim of Volozhin in his book, Ruach Hayim, writes, “A man is always going
up and down, and when he is down he
feels that his actions will be irrelevant
and that whatever he does will be not
good. At those moments, he may feel a
desire to “go to sleep,” to take a break until this “bad time” passes. On the contrary,
a person will only regain his standing
if he continues to serve G-d and do the
mitzvoth and not if he ceases to perform
them. The more a person abandons the
performance of good deeds, the more difficult his return will be. If the yetzer hara
(evil inclination) tells you to stop your
work, do not leave your place.” We see

The antidote to depression is to remember
that all our troubles originate in our own actions
how grave the abandonment of our good
path is even when we are down.
Every one is subject to periods of depression, even if only mild ones. This may
be due to some suffering, or because of
having fallen into a sin or sometimes for
no (apparent) reason at all. G-d ordained
that we go through different moments in
our life, some will be periods of exhilaration and joy, and some will be moments
of depression and anguish. There will be
times when everything we do turns to
gold, and sometimes when we seem to be
doing nothing right at all. In those latter
moments, we have an urge to stop, to let
go and just concentrate on the problem
at hand. However, as he focuses on his
problems, more feelings of melancholy
will increase in his heart. The more he focuses on his problems, the more he will
arrive at dejection and despair. The antidote to depression is to remember that all
our troubles originate in our own actions.
We have to think that the suffering may
be G-d’s way of correcting us and putting
a “red light” in our path. With these reflections, we will arrive at the conclusion that
the best way to reach a cure is to improve
our deeds and return to G-d. Even in the
moments when we feel that we cannot
serve G-d appropriately because we are
depressed, even in those moments we
have to continue our work and our study
of Torah, because through these acts, we
will regain our position and our joy.
A beautiful chasidic parable illustrates
how “to act even as we cry.” A traveling
watchmaker and repairman arrived in a
town where no such professional lived
and none had visited in a long time. As
news of arrival spread throughout the
village, a long line of residents formed
quickly, each holding the watches that
had long stopped working. With great expectation they waited and watched how
one villager after another left the watchmaker’s office dejected. Their watches
had been idle for so long that they were
beyond repair. Suddenly, a man with a
beaming face emerged from the watchmaker’s cabin and proudly gazed at his
now functioning watch. In great surprise
the villagers asked how come his watch

could be repaired while all others could
not. The simple villager told them, “What
did you do when your watch stopped
working?” They all answered, “Obviously,
when something does not work you put
it aside. What else could we have done?”
To which the proud villager responded,
“Instead of putting it away, I kept wearing
my watch and winding it from time to

time. Thus, the mechanism of my watch
can be repaired now, while yours is so decayed that they are beyond repair.”
Even when our “watch” stops ticking,
we should not “set it aside” but maintain
the hope and keep wearing it, for some
day a “repairman” may come around and
fix what is broken. When you feel down,
when are depressed, do not stop winding
up your “watch.”
There are two lessons to learn against
depression. First, do not welcome the
negative feeling. Put it aside, do not focus on it. The more attention you pay to
the depression, the stronger it gets. Like
an unwelcome guest, if you do not pay
attention to him, he would get the message and leave. Second, you can banish
depression by the simple act of going
on with your life as if it did not exist.
Keep praying, even if you are not up to
it, even if you feel it is not going to help,
that you are unable to concentrate. When
you feel disappointed by loved ones, do
not stop loving them or start feeling unloved by them. Keep up the flame, keep
up your hope, and your constancy may
be rewarded one day. Our lives are full of
turns where we will feel that “there is no
point.” Make sure that at those junctures,
you keep in mind the motto, “Act even as
you cry.”

Rabbi David Algaze is the founder and Rav of Havurat Yisrael, Forest Hills. He is a noted public
speaker and author and is the President of the international Committee for the Land of Israel.
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Snippets Of Strange
Houston Museum
Adds To Gross Income With
Insect Vending Machine

A

Houston museum is raking in “quite
a lot of money” with an admittedly
“unusual” vending machine that dispenses only snacks made from insects.
The Houston Museum of Natural Science’s Hall of Entomology features a vending machine that’s equal parts interactive
exhibit and snack station.

The machine includes six-legged treats
including chips made from ground cricket
flower and lollipops made from bugs encased in candy.
“Arthropods can make a tasty snack!
Learn how different cultures incorporate
insects into their diets, and then try it out
for yourself with a tasty snack from this
unusual vending machine,” the museum’s
website states.
The museum’s director said the idea
for the vending machine was born out of
the museum’s occasional events featuring
insect-inspired foods.
“Most people think it’s pretty gross - a lot
of people can’t believe that people would
purposely eat insects,” she said. “Once they
realize that it’s popular with children, they
start daring their friends to do it.”
She said the machine makes “quite a lot
of money.”

The vending machine offers visitors
more than simply a gross or delicious
snack, it also features an exhibit that explains how some cultures incorporate protein-rich insects into their diets.

Queens Man Breaks World
Record For Extinguishing
Matches With Tongue

A

man set a new world record by extinguishing more than 30 matches
with his tongue in a minute.
Ashrita Furman, who holds more than
200 Guinness World Records, claimed
the new title for “most matchsticks extinguished with the tongue in 1 minute.”
Furman, 61, sat at a table in Jamaica and
individually lit a total of 37 matches and extinguished them on his tongue to surpass
the previous record of 30.

He was only permitted to extinguish
one match at a time and was prohibited
from using his breath to blow them out.
Last year, Furman completed a similar
feat to add to his lengthy list of records
by extinguishing 44 blowtorches with his
tongue.

Italian Sushi Chef Recreates
NBA Players And Their Shoes

A

sushi chef and artist in Italy uses
raw fish and rice to recreate the
likeness of NBA players and their
sneakers.
Yujia Hu, a Chinese sushi chef based in
Milan, uses rice, seaweed, and raw fish to
recreate iconic Air Jordan sneakers and the
likenesses of current and former NBA players including Michael Jordan, Paul Pierce,
and James Harden on his Instagram page.
Hu attended art school, but left to work
as the sushi chef in his parents’ restaurant
and began creating the sushi-based art as a
creative outlet.
“Driven by the urge to express his creativity, he started to experiment, applying components and techniques from his
work,” his website states. “His passion for
basketball led him to start creating onigiri
portraits of NBA superstars.”
His art also includes other types of
sneakers and pop culture figures including
former U.S. President Barack Obama.

Pair Of Ballpoint Pens
Extracted From Man’s Body
After 36 Years

D

octors in China said they surgically
removed two ballpoint pens from
a man who swallowed them more
than three decades ago.
CONTINUED ON P. 17
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Snippets Of Strange
CONTINUED FROM P. 14

Surgeons at the hospital said the man
told them he swallowed the pens as part of
a lost bet when he was just 14 years old - 36
years ago.
The man told the doctors he forgot
about swallowing the writing implements
until February, when they showed up on
an X-ray during a body examination.

Connecticut Woman
Says Psychic Foretold
$3M Lottery Win

Bryson William Verdun Hayes completed a tandem skydive from 15,000 feet with
members of his extended family last Sunday at an airfield in southwestern England.
Among those jumping were Hayes’ son,
grandson, great-grandson, and great-granddaughter.
At the age of 101 years, 38 days, Hayes
broke the Guinness World Record held by a
man who jumped in 2013 at 101 years, three
days.
When he landed, Hayes said he was
“absolutely over the moon” at the achievement. The jump raised money for a veterans’ organization.
Hayes said he had wanted to try skydiving when he was 90, but was talked out it
at the time by his late wife. He jumped for
the first time last year at 100.
Hayes served in the British Army during
World War II, and was awarded France’s Legion of Honor for his heroic actions.

Man Thanks iPhone’s Siri For
Saving His Life In Explosion

A

New Hampshire man who was injured in a house explosion is thanking Siri for saving his life.
Christopher Beaucher says he was
checking on his mother’s vacant cottage on
May 1 when he saw something suspicious
and went inside.
He said when he switched on a light, the
house exploded.

“The whole place caught fire,” Beaucher
said. “Part of it collapsed while I was in it
during the initial explosion, so I couldn’t
really tell where I was.”
Beaucher’s face and hands were badly
burned. He grabbed his cellphone but was
unable to dial because of his injuries. He
says he somehow asked his iPhone’s voicecontrolled virtual assistant Siri to call 911,
believing he was going into shock.
A spokeswoman for Apple said that
statistics on Siri being used for emergencies weren’t available, but noted some
recent emergencies in which it was used.
Those include three boaters off the Florida
coast in April who used the water-resistant
phone when their craft capsized; a 4-yearold boy from London who used his mothCONTINUED ON P. 18

A

Connecticut woman who claimed
a $3 million lottery jackpot from a
scratch-off ticket said her win was
predicted years ago by a psychic.
Connecticut Lottery officials said Carolyn O’Brien claimed a $3 million prize - receiving about $2.3 million from the lump
sum option - this month from a $3 million
instant ticket.
“I played it in the car and started screaming and dancing! We pulled the car over
cheering and I started sobbing like a baby,”
O’Brien said.
O’Brien said her win was foretold years
ago when she had her fortune read by a
psychic. She said the psychic stopped her
as she was preparing to leave.
“She grabbed my arm and said, ‘I see you
with a check in your hand cheering ‘I did
it!’” O’Brien recalled.
The prediction bore out as O’Brien was
leaving CT Lottery headquarters, as she
held up her check and shouted, “Best day
ever - I did it!”

British WWII Veteran, 101,
Breaks Skydiving Record

A

101-year-old D-Day veteran has become the oldest person in the world
to skydive.
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Reclaiming Memories
CONTINUED FROM P. 9

the country before the Six-Day
War, as well as the unbelievable
euphoria that was felt by the
uncanny miraculous victories,
including the reunification of
Yerushalayim.
In regard to those events, too,
we are so far removed and can
hardly feel a proper sense of hakaras ha’tov for what we take for
granted, such as being able to visit and daven at the Kosel, Kever
Rachel, and M’aras HaMachpeilah.
For us personally, eight
months later, we surely delight
and can’t get enough of the twin
brachos that Hashem endowed us
with. However, it’s so easy to forget the extent of how much grat-

itude we should have for them,
and really for all of our children,
and all the blessings Hashem
granted, and grants us constantly.
Are those twins really the
same beings that were once Baby
A and Baby B, for whom we were
so worried, and for whom we
davened so many t’filos?
Eight months is ample time
to obscure our collective memory. The only way to not lose that
sense of reality is by being conscious of it, and trying to maintain the original emotions we
felt.
Intellectual memory is only
a bunch of facts. It’s the endemic emotions that bring those
memories to life, and grant them
long-lasting meaning.

If You Will Labor In Torah Study
CONTINUED FROM P. 10

activities that give an unusual
advantage to the nefesh ha’bahami. These are the sins as outlined
in the Torah. We are cautioned to
avoid certain foods, and we are
warned against certain activities,
because they give an unfair edge
to the animal soul.
However, any activity that a
person engages in strengthens
one side or the other. When a
person eats, sleeps, works, or
goes about all of his daily activities, these physical actions
strengthen the nefesh ha’bahami. In a sense, there is an unfair
lead given to the animal soul. All
day long it is in its element, and

by being utilized, it is thereby
strengthened.
To bring balance to the equation, Hashem gave us specific
mitzvos to nourish the nefesh
ha’sichli. The single greatest nutrient of the n’shamah is learning
Torah. For the n’shamah, Torah is
like rocket fuel. When a person
learns Torah, his n’shamah is
strengthened and invigorated. It
becomes fortified and then takes
the lead in the battle against
the nefesh ha’bahami. However,
without it, the n’shamah doesn’t
stand a fighting chance because
the animal soul is so much more
in its element in this world.
This seems to be the answer
to Rashi. Since this expression,
“If you will go in the ways of

my statutes” is the pivotal point
of the Jewish people’s destiny,
it must be referring to that element that is the key to the equation: laboring in Torah study.
Therefore, Rashi points this out
almost as the translation of the
words.
There is a great lesson for us in
this concept. The Jewish People
is never stagnant. We are either
going up towards great heights
or down to the lowest abyss. The
single greatest nourishment for
the soul of the individual, and
therefore for the soul of the nation, is laboring in Torah study.
If we engage in it, support it, and
actively pursue it, we will flourish as a people and enjoy unparalleled success. If not…

Snippets Of Strange
CONTINUED FROM P. 17

er’s thumb to unlock her iPhone and
called Siri after she collapsed at home in
March; and a man in Vancouver who collapsed, became paralyzed, and was able
to use his tongue to use Siri.
Beaucher is undergoing treatment for
his injuries and says he hopes to return
to his job as a cook and tend to his farm.
“I’m very, very, extremely lucky to be
alive,” he said.

World War II Vet
Reunited With Love Letter
72 Years Later

A

love letter lost in the walls of
a New Jersey home reached a
World War II veteran 72 years after it was written.
Melissa Fahy and her father found
the letter in a gap under the stairs while
renovating her home.
The letter, postmarked May 1945, was
written by a woman named Virginia to
her husband, Rolf. Her husband was a
sailor at the time in the Norwegian Navy.
“I love you Rolf, as I love the warm
sun,” Virginia wrote. “That is what you
are to my life, the sun about which everything else revolves for me.”
Fahy said that she could not believe
the love and admiration Virginia had for
her husband. “It was really sweet to see
that long-distance love,” she said.
She decided to find the couple and
deliver the letter, turning to a Facebook
page for help. Facebook users located
the couple’s son in California hours after
Fahy’s post.
The son read the letter to his 96-yearold father. Virginia died six years ago this
weekend.
“In a way, I guess it’s his wife coming back and making her memory alive
again,” Fahy said.
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Financially Forward
Gerald Harris

Meltdown In Venezuela

N

ot that long ago, Venezuela was the
richest country in South America.
The country was one of the world’s
leading exporters of oil, its reserves of gold
were more than eight times higher than the
average for the region, it manufactured and
exported many industrial products, grew
a huge surplus of food, and travelers from
around the world came to enjoy the country’s beauty and do business there. Experts
believe that it has more oil than Saudi Arabia. Is it really possible that when we look at
Venezuela today we’re looking at the same
country?

say in black humor that they’re on the Maduro Diet, a reference to the country’s President Nicolas Maduro.

Getting Worse
Meanwhile, parents of some infants have
found an extreme but temporary solution
for getting food for their children: They are
hospitalizing them so that they are given
small, simple meals. Susana Raffalli, a specialist in food emergencies, explained the
situation this way: “What’s serious is not
that we got to the crisis threshold, but rather the velocity at which we got there.”

The hunger is so widespread and intense that out of desperation
people are grabbing animals they find on the streets and eating them
Shockingly, the answer is yes. The Venezuelan economy has been devastated by
price controls, property is often seized without compensating the owners, the value of
the currency has plunged, and the inflation
rate is now 720 percent, the highest in the
world. The International Monetary Fund
forecasts that for the full year 2017 it will be
1,640 percent. Torino Capital, a local investment bank, estimates that the economy has
shrunk 27 percent since 2013, an absolutely
terrible decline. As one might expect, crime
has been skyrocketing.
Even worse, as a result of the policies
that led to these problems, many millions of
Venezuelans are literally starving. According
to The Wall Street Journal, “Hordes of people, many with children in tow, rummage
through the garbage, an uncommon sight
a year ago. People in the countryside pick
farms clean at night, stealing everything
from fruits hanging on trees to pumpkins
on the ground, adding to the misery of farmers hurt by shortages of seed and fertilizer.
Looters target food stores. Families put padlocks on their refrigerators” to safeguard the
little food they have.
The National Poll of Living Conditions,
an annual study taken by social scientists,
found that last year three-quarters of Venezuelans lost on average 19 pounds. The hunger is so widespread and intense that out
of desperation people are grabbing animals
they find on the streets and eating them;
they are even eating animals in zoos. People

In addition, “The country’s growing malnutrition is made worse by a breakdown in
health care, the spread of mosquito-borne
illnesses, and what the Pharmaceutical
Federation of Venezuela has called a severe
shortage of medicines,” reports The Wall
Street Journal.

Mad As Anything
To make matters worse, there is now rioting in many areas of the country. In fact,
protests against the Maduro government
are growing and dozens have already been
killed. Even in cities and towns that were
considered leftist strongholds there is open
disillusionment and opposition to Maduro.
Because of so much upheaval in the Venezuelan economy, questions that once were
unthinkable are now being pondered. One
of these is whether the country will default
on its debt. In 2009, their foreign exchange
reserves were $40 billion, but since then
have dwindled to $10 billion, and the country has been forced to sell some of its gold
to pay debt.
Another question is whether the
near-daily protests since March will peter
out or escalate into a full-blown revolution.
So far, the protests are showing no signs
of slowing, and in fact are getting support
from a powerful and unexpected source: the
military. In parts of Venezuela the military
has begun to defect, and some units have
CONTINUED ON P. 48

Gerald Harris is a financial and feature writer. Gerald can be reached at geraldhrs@
yahoo.com
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As I See It
Cynthia Zalisky

In Defense Of Religious Liberty

O

ne of the most precious gifts that
we Jews have, living in America, is
freedom of religion as stipulated

administration would be “leading by example” on religious liberty in the United
States.” This could have worldwide signif-

Freedom of religion is too important for us to take for granted
in the Bill of Rights, attached to the Constitution. For more than 240 years since
the beginnings of our country, Jews have
been allowed to worship as they saw fit
and to participate freely, for the most part,
with our laws, e.g., sh’chitah and kashrus,
without interference or discrimination.
There have been a few bumps in the road.
I remember my father having to fight for
sh’chitah years ago in Massachusetts. For a
time we had to order meat from New York
because of it; and there was also the issue
of the Sunday blue laws that prevented
businesses from opening on Sunday instead of Shabbos; but for the most part we
have been blessed with the ability to worship and practice according to halachah.
President Trump signed an executive
order on May 4 to protect Americans who
have been targeted by the politically correct bunch. President Trump has directed
the Department of Justice to come up with
guidelines that will protect people of faith
and “ensure these religious protections are
afforded to all Americans.” This means that
Attorney General Jeff Sessions will be writing protocols for every Federal agency to
see to it that our religious rights are protected.
President Trump said, “No American
should be forced to choose between the
dictates of the federal government and
the tenets of their faith. We will not allow
people of faith to be targeted, bullied, or silenced anymore; we will never ever stand
for religious discrimination. Trump said,
“Under my administration, free speech
does not end at the steps of a cathedral or a
synagogue or any other house of worship.
We are giving our churches their voices
back and we are giving them back in the
highest form.”
He went on to say, “Faith is deeply embedded into the history of our country, the
spirit of our founding, and the soul of our
nation.” The president declared that his

icance. Just think of the catastrophe that
could have happened in France had Marine
Le Pen won the French presidency. She had
campaigned to restrict Jewish men from
publically wearing yarmulkes, wanted to
ban sh’chitah, and sought to disallow dual
citizenship with regard to Israel. The more
the right-wing extremists take center stage,
the more we need religious liberty protections.
The Executive order instructs the Internal Revenue Service to “not take any adverse action against any individual, house
of worship, or other religious organization”
that endorses or opposes candidates from
the pulpit, which is currently outlawed
by a provision typically referred to as the
Johnson Amendment.”
Many of those present for the signing
described the order as “a marker set by the
administration that is committed to ensuring that the federal government does not
encroach on religious views cherished by
many in the faith community.”
Not every conservative group is happy
with the order. Many felt it did not go far
enough; but others understand how government works. Family Research Council
President Tony Perkins said, “The administration will pursue the policies that protect
and vigorously promote religious liberty.
This step starts the process of reversing
the devastating trend set by the previous
administration to punish charities, pastors, family-owned businesses, and honest,
hard-working people simply for living according to their faith.” Faith and Freedom
Coalition chairman Ralph Reed called it
“the first bite of the apple, not the last.”
The order relieves the pressure that
many religious people have faced. For
example, Barronella Stutzman – a grandmother and the owner of a Washington
State flower shop faces the loss of her
CONTINUED ON P. 46

Cynthia Zalisky is the Executive Director of the Queens Jewish Community. She can be contacted
at czalisky@qjcc.org
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This Week In History
Yakov Merkin

I

May 14 - 20

t is said that those who do not know their history are condemned to repeat it. One
broad type of event that often attracts attention is those that are “firsts,” be they the
invention of something, the first use of something, or the discovery of something.
This week, we take a look at a few of those.

May 14, 1948 - First mass fingerprinting operation
snags a horrific child killer

formed a company to test it in 1936. Starting in 1937, ground tests began. In 1939, a German
inventor, Hans Joachim Pabst von Ohain conducted the first jet flight in history, a breakthrough made completely independent of Whittle’s own work. After the war broke out,
he received more funding, and in May 1941, his design beat out one by the same turbine
company that had dismissed his ideas years earlier. By the later years of the war, fighter
jets based on this earlier design were in service, combating Germany’s own jet-powered
aircraft. Whittle retired in 1948, with the rank of air commodore, was awarded 100,000
pounds by the Royal Commission on Awards to Inventors, and was knighted. Later in life
he became a research professor at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, and lived in Maryland until his passing in 1996.

May 16, 1863 - Union Army defeats Confederates
at Battle of Champion Hill

We begin this week on May 14, 1948. On this date, a brutal
murder occurred, which led to an unusual investigation. A
three-year-old child, June Anne Devaney, was kidnapped during
the night from the hospital bed in which she was recovering
from pneumonia, in Blackburn, England. Not long after, nurses
discovered her missing, and police were called to investigate.
Two hours later, her body was found, and a medical examiner
determined that she had been raped and then swung headfirst
into a wall. Fortunately for investigators, there were some clues
from which to begin their investigation into this heinous crime.
The two key clues were footprints in the otherwise clean children’s ward, and a water bottle that had been moved and had
fingerprints on it. The bottle had multiple prints, however, and
police could account for all but one set, which did not appear in
police records. After fingerprinting over 2,000 people who had
hospital access yielded no result, Detective Inspector John Capstick went further, declaring that every man in the town of Blackburn, which had over 25,000 homes, would be fingerprinted. This procedure, which would’ve been impossible in the United States due to
the Fourth Amendment’s preventing of searches without probable cause, went into effect.
Two months and 40,000 prints later, however, there was no match. The police then went
to the registries, and saw that a few men had not provided prints, and they were tracked
down. One of them, Peter Griffiths, was found on August 11, and his prints matched those
at the crime scene. He quickly confessed to the terrible crime, blaming it on alcohol. He
was then tried and found guilty of murder, and executed that November, ending a rather
unusual, large-scale crime investigation.

We next go back to May 16, 1863. On this date, the Union Army defeated the Confederates at the Battle of Champion Hill, Mississippi, which sealed the fate of the Confederate
stronghold of Vicksburg – their last major one on the river. The Union force, under the
command of General Ulysses S. Grant, had already positioned its forces, but had not yet
moved on Vicksburg due to a massed Confederate force in Jackson, Mississippi, 40 miles
away. Grant instead advanced toward Jackson and prevented that force from linking up
with Vicksburg’s defenders. Grant then left part of his army, under the command of William T. Sherman, to continue engaging the Jackson force, while he took another section
to attack Vicksburg. Unbeknownst to them, they were also helped by strategic disagreement between the Confederate commanders. Ultimately, a Union force of 30,000 and
a Confederate force of 20,000 met on Champion Hill, halfway between the two cities.
After a back-and-forth battle, the Union prevailed, with the Confederates retreating and
becoming cut off from reinforcements. The victory could have been a rout in favor of the
Union, had one of the Union commanders, General John A. McClernand, not been somewhat timid and overly cautious, but it was still a solid victory, and Vicksburg would fall
to General Grant on July 4.

May 17, 1943 - The crew of B-17 bomber Memphis Belle
completes their final mission over Europe

May 15, 1941 - The Allies’ first jet airplane
flies for the first time
Next, we come to May 15, 1941. On this date,
the Allies’ first jet airplane, the Gloster-Whittle
E 28/39, flew for the first time. The turbojet engine, which produced thrust by expelling hot
air, had been designed by Frank Whittle, an
English engineer and pilot often referred to as
the father of the jet engine. Whittle, born in
Coventry in 1907, was the son of a mechanic
and joined the nascent Royal Air Force (RAF) at
age 16. Then, in 1926, he qualified to be a pilot,
and soon gained a reputation as a daredevil, in
addition to working on possible future aircraft
designs. While the first jet flight had been in
1939, there had been an attempt by a French
inventor in 1910, but after his jet-propelled biplane crashed, the idea was abandoned and aviators stuck with propellers despite knowing they had inherent limitations that could not be overcome. After graduating from RAF
college, he joined a fighter squadron and spent time working out key details of turbojet
engine design, but both the Air Ministry and a turbine company deemed his ideas impractical. Despite limited funding and support, he patented his jet-engine design in 1930, and
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This Week In History
Jumping forward to another war, we come
to May 17, 1943. On that date, the crew of the
B-17 bomber Memphis Belle completed their 25th and final mission over Europe, becoming
the first to do so. After completing its final mission, bombing a German submarine base,
some footage was shot of the crew receiving their combat medals (To increase morale
for those flying missions where casualty rates at times reached 80%, a crew’s tour of duty
was limited to 25 missions, after which the crew would be sent home to tour and sell war
bonds), then they joyously returned to the United States. The filming was actually part of
a longer documentary about a day in the life of an American bomber, which featured dramatic footage of a plane being shot down, crew bailing out, and damaged aircraft returning to base. The documentary, featuring the Memphis Belle, would be released 11 months
later, after more footage was gathered to show the risk the bomber pilots undertook in
their multiple missions. A fictional film based on this story, called, perhaps unsurprisingly, Memphis Belle, was released in 1990, starring John Lithgow, Matthew Modine, and
Eric Stoltz.
CONTINUED FROM P. 22

May 18, 1980 - Mount St. Helens erupts
May 19, 1588 - The ‘Invincible Armada’
sets sail from Lisbon

We move
closer
to
m o d e r n
times for our
next event,
the eruption
of Mount St.
Helens
on
May 18, 1980.
Seismic activity at the volcano, located
in Washington
State,
about
96
miles south
of
Seattle,
had
begun
just over two
months earlier, with almost 200 reported tremors being recorded within a week. On March 27, the
first eruption occurred, with a 250-foot-wide vent on top of the mountain opening, and
ash getting blasted 10,000 feet in the air, landing as far as Spokane, nearly 300 miles away.
The ash also caused static electricity and lightning strikes in the area. A hazard watch was
then issued for a 50-mile radius around the mountain, and roadblocks were set up to keep
people out of the area, but residents who knew the area were able to easily avoid these
by using unguarded logging roads. And while many of the area’s residents evacuated, as
ordered, some refused, famously including 84-year-old Harry Truman (no connection to
the former president with the same name). Truman would receive a good deal of positive
media coverage and became a national icon – and later, the subject of a local memorial.
All throughout April, scientists watched as a bulge on the north side of Mount St. Helens
grew ever larger, until on May 18 a sudden 5.1-magnitude earthquake and eruption rocked
the mountain. Ash blasted out at 650 miles per hour, and a cloud of ash, rocks, gas, and
glacial ice came down the mountain at 100 miles per hour. Fourteen miles of the nearby
Toutle River were buried up to 150 feet deep, and over 1,000-degree-Fahrenheit magma
flowed for miles past the volcano. Most significant, however, was the initial blast, estimated to be about 40 megatons, completely leveled a 230-square-mile area around the mountain, killing geologist Dave Johnson, who had been monitoring it, and announced what
was happening via radio before being killed. For reference, the atomic bombs dropped on
Japan in World War II had blast yields of 13-21 kilotons, almost miniscule in comparison.
The hot air of the eruption burned millions of trees, and a glacier atop the mountain
melted, which cause an enormous mudslide that wiped out homes and dammed up rivers. Ash flew out of the mountain for nine hours, and it got as far as Minneapolis, Minnesota, and stranded many local motorists as it clogged their cars’ carburetors. In total, 57
people were killed via suffocation, burns, and other injuries caused by the eruption, 27 of
whom, including old Harry Truman, were never found. Also noteworthy, due to the massive explosion, Mount St. Helens shrank in size, going from 9,600 feet high to only 8,300
feet high in mere seconds.
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Our next event takes us all the way back to May 19, 1588. On that date, a massive Spanish fleet, also referred to as the “Invincible Armada,” set sail from Lisbon with the goal
of taking control of the English Channel in order to transport a Spanish invasion force
into Britain from the Netherlands. To provide some background, the support of England’s
Queen Elizabeth for Dutch rebels in the Spanish-controlled Netherlands led King Philip
II of Spain to plan the conquest of England. A massive invasion fleet was prepared by
1587, but a daring raid on the port of Cadiz by Sir Francis Drake delayed its departure until
May 1588. The complete Invincible Armada consisted of 130 ships, carrying 2,500 guns
and 30,000 men, two thirds of whom were soldiers to be deploying in England. However,
storms delayed the Armada, and it did not reach the southern coast of England until July,
giving the British ample time to prepare. On July 21, the outnumbered British navy began
to bombard the line of Spanish ships, seven miles long, with their superior, longer-range
guns. The Armada continued its advance for several days, its ranks considerably thinned
by the bombardment. Thus, on July 28, the Armada retreated to Calais, France, but the British sent ships laden with explosives into the suddenly crowded harbor, inflicting heavy
damage, which forced the Armada to attempt a retreat to the Netherlands. However, this
too was thwarted, by a small Dutch fleet, which forced the Spanish to face the English
fleet directly. Again, the superior guns won the day for the British, and the Spanish were
forced to fall back to Scotland. Things only got worse for the Spanish, as they were battered by storms, and were low on supplies. Eventually, the defeated Armada sailed back
to Spain around Ireland, via the North Sea. By the time of its return in October, it had lost
fully half of the original fleet. The resounding defeat of the Invincible Armada made England into a world-class naval power, and replaced the naval warfare era of close-quarters
fighting and boarding with that of more effective long-range armaments.

May 20, 1498 - Vasco da Gama becomes first European
to reach India via the Atlantic Ocean
We conclude this week on May 20, 1498. On
that date, Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama
became the first European to reach India via the
Atlantic Ocean, arriving at Calicut on the Malabar
Coast. Da Gama had initially set sail from Lisbon,
Portugal, a year earlier, and sailed around the
Cape of Good Hope and anchored at Malindi on
the east coast of Africa. While there, he met an
Indian merchant, who assisted him in making
the journey across the Indian Ocean. He was not
greeted warmly by Calicut’s Muslims, however,
but the trip was overall a success anyway. After
many difficulties, he made it back to Portugal,
and a larger squadron of ships was sent to Calicut in 1500. During that trip, however, a conflict
broke out, and up to 70 Portuguese were killed
during a riot. Pedro Alvares Cabral, the commander of the fleet, then bombarded the city, starting a war with Calicut. In 1502, da
Gama, with a fleet of his own, avenged those dead and subdued Calicut for Portugal. Later,
in 1524, he was rewarded by being made viceroy in India. However, that same year, while
in India, he fell ill and died.
That’s all for this week; I hope you found these events as interesting as I did, and I also
hope you enjoyed the bonus content featuring me this week. Beyond that, I hope you will
consider buying my book, and that you will join me again next week...in history.

Yakov Merkin was a lifelong resident of Forest Hills, prior to making aliyah in August 2016.

He
holds a Bachelor’s Degree with Honors in History from Queens College, as well as a Master’s Degree in History, also from Queens College. He is a writer of science fiction, fantasy, and historical
fantasy novels, and discusses writing and history, among other things, on Twitter @yakovmerkin.
If you would be interested in supporting the publication of his first book, visit his GoFundMe campaign at gofundme.com/br-help-me-publish-my-first-novel.
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For What It’s Worth
Warren S. Hecht

G

Pretext

enerally, an employer can fire an
employee with or without cause.
The exception to the rule includes
when the employer fires the employee
because of discriminatory motives such
as race, religion, age, or retaliation. These
are hard cases for the employee to prove
because most employers are smart enough
not to leave a smoking gun. They usually
have an excuse to justify their conduct.
The people usually in charge of making
an improper firing look legitimate are HR
(human resources). They make a record to
justify the adverse conduct, such as claiming that the employee was insubordinate
or failed to do the job properly.
President Trump, being from the private sector, is well aware of how things are
done. He has fired many people through
the years.
The White House tried to use the same
strategy in getting rid of James Comey,
former director of the FBI. Instead of using HR, they used the attorney general’s
office to set up a “legitimate” reason for
the firing. When Comey was fired, the
White House came out with the story
that it was done by relying on the memo
by the deputy attorney general, who was
well respected. The memo criticized Comey for how he handled the e-mail investigation of Hillary Clinton. In particular,
he criticized Comey’s comments made to
Congress when they decided not to prosecute. Furthermore, he criticized Comey

24

for informing Congress within two weeks
before the election that they were looking
at new e-mails, and then the subsequent
comments right before the election that
nothing had changed.
This might have worked but for a few
problems. One was the timing. If the president wanted to dump Comey he should
have done so right after the inauguration.
Comey was fired right in the middle of the
FBI investigation of the Trump team’s involvement with the Russians. The second
was that the same president who decided
to fire Comey praised him for these actions.
Thirdly, the attorney general, who was not
supposed to be part of the Russian investigation, signed off on the recommendation

ing of pretext is enough to prove discrimination or other illegal conduct. At a minimum, it should get the case to a jury.
Then the question becomes: What is
the real reason that Comey was fired? For
many of us, especially those who remember Watergate, it appears to be an attempt
by the White House to stop or severely

It appears that the reasons given for the firing are false
and it was a pretext for something else
that Comey be terminated.
Thus, when people started doubting the
credibility of this story, the administration,
including the president, started giving different reasons for the firing and different
time lines as to when the decision was
made.
It appears that the reasons given for
the firing are false and it was a pretext
for something else. In employment cases,
showing pretext is significant. There are
some courts that have held that a show-

hamper the investigation involving Russia
and those who were Trump advisers or
those working in the White House.
The president admitted in his interview
with Leslie Holt that the Russian investigation had some influence in his firing the
FBI director.
If the president thought that firing Comey would stop the investigation or hamper
it, he is mistaken.

He has managed to turn an agency that
during the election was pro-Trump to an
agency that is angry at him and will work
even harder to make sure they get to the
bottom of what transpired.
Not only was the firing improper, but the
way it was done shows the world what a
person Trump is. I have some choice words
but I do not want to get Rabbi Schoenfeld
upset.
Comey found out about the firing while
he was in Los Angeles giving a speech to a
local FBI office. Comey saw the report on
the television and thought it was a joke. I
believe this was done to totally humiliate
Comey.
Comey took the high road and commented that the president had the right
to do so and thanked those with whom he
worked.
Trump’s response was to have his
spokespeople claim that Comey had lost
CONTINUED ON P. 46

Warren S. Hecht is a local attorney. He can be reached at whecht@aol.com
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Blue And White
Shmuel Sackett

Its Been 50 Years –
End The Occupation!

H

ow long can people occupy a land?
How long can innocent civilians
live under difficult conditions?
How much blood must be shed until we
realize that this is simply not working? It
has been 50 years since the Six-Day War, yet
the dreaded occupation goes on and on. I
say Dayeinu – Enough is Enough! We must
end the occupation now and forever! I agree
with 99% of what “Peace Now” says: no
more war, no more stealing land, no more
violence against women and children, and
no more occupation! The only thing I disagree with – it’s really just one word of what
“Peace Now” says – that the word “Arab”
needs to changed with the word “Jew.”
Here’s the change: No more Arabs occupying Jewish land. No more Arab settlements.

As you know, over 95% of the terror attacks
against Jews are from Arabs in exactly this
age bracket: 18-40; so if 70% want to leave,
Wadaea’an Iilaa Al’Abad! (Translation: Goodbye forever!)
By the way, please don’t think that this
article is being written in a sarcastic way.
That is not my intention at all. I really believe that the Arabs are occupiers. They are
occupying large amounts of land in the Galilee, huge amounts in the Negev, and enormous amounts in Yehuda and Shomron.
This occupation prevents Jews from using
these fields for agriculture, stops the growth
of many towns, and drains the Israeli economy from tremendous resources in both
money and manpower just to provide security. Who needs this “dreaded occupation,”

The time has come to correct one major mistake.
We need to end the occupation
No more Arabs preventing Jews from praying at the burial places of Yosef, Yehoshua
Bin-Nun, Pinchas, Elazar, and Isamar. No
more Jews building walls around Kever Rachel and the Mount of Olives.
For 50 years, many Jews have lived in fear
in many parts of Israel. While it’s true that
hundreds of thousands have defied danger
by building homes all across Yehuda and
Shomron, many more Israelis are so fearful
that they won’t even drive to cities like Ariel. Every town in Yehuda and Shomron and
most towns in the Negev, Galilee, Jordan
Valley, and the Golan Heights have 24/7 security. The time has come for Jews to stop
being afraid to live in their own land, and
this can only be done by ending the occupation – the occupation of Arabs on Jewish
land!
Actually, without even trying, things are
heading in this direction. According to recent studies by Birzeit University in Ramallah (founded 1975) and An-Najah National
University in Sh’chem (founded 1977), over
70% of Arabs, between the ages of 18 and
40, living in Yehuda and Shomron, want to
permanently move out of Israel. I believe
that it is our job to help these young people achieve their dreams by assisting them
in any way possible – even with generous
funds – to start their life in a new place.
Why must we insist on occupying them? If
they want to leave, let them go and prosper!

as leaders of the Left always say? Does the
world love us because we allow the Arabs to
occupy our land?
Our Father in Heaven gave us a gift 50
years ago. The city of Jerusalem was united!
All lands west of the Jordan – which contain
93% of the places mentioned in the Bible –
were liberated! Syria was defeated and the
Golan Heights was returned! (Could you
imagine what would be going on there –
right now – if they had the Golan?) What
Israel needed to do at that exact moment
was establish full Israeli law over every inch
of those holy lands. Instead, we let the Arabs grow and prosper and occupy more land
each day. The Arab occupying force gained
strength, became much more violent, and
made life difficult for millions of people.
The time has come for all this to end.
As we celebrate 50 years since the SixDay War, with all the wonderful things that
came with it, the time has come to correct
one major mistake. We need to end the occupation. Please email this article to all my
buddies in Berkeley and Columbia Universities. Tell them that they have finally convinced me. Call Yariv Oppenheimer of Peace
Now and Jeremy Ben-Ami of J Street and tell
them that a miracle has occurred: Shmuel
Sackett has agreed to end the occupation.
It’s over. No more war, no more bloodshed.
The horrible 50-year occupation must end
now. Shalom.

Shmuel Sackett is a 100% product of Queens. He was born in Middle Village and moved
to KGH shortly before his bar-mitzvah. He graduated from YCQ (1975) and YHSQ (1979). He
was Havurat Yisrael’s first Youth Director (4 years) and started the first 2 NCSY chapters
in Queens. Shmuel made aliyah in 1990 and co-founded Manhigut Yehudit, together with
Moshe Feiglin. His website is www.JewishIsrael.org Sackett is married with 6 children and 4
grandchildren. He lives in Herziliya Pituach.
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Recent Happenings

Morning Of Inspiration Event At Sh’eefa A Huge Success

O

n Sunday, May 7, the women who attend Sh’eefa were
privileged to participate in
a unique Morning of Inspiration
Event. A crowd of over 100 women
from all over the Five Towns, Far
Rockaway, West Hempstead, Great
Neck, Central Queens, and Brooklyn came to participate in the
event, which featured Mrs. Chaya
Newman, guest speaker from Eretz
Yisrael, and Mrs. Jackie Bitton. The
day of learning was dedicated by
Felice Kutner and family, l’ilui nishmas Leah Pesha bas Reb Moshe
a”h. Delicious refreshments were

generously sponsored by Seasons.
Breakfast was also served to all
those in attendance.
Mrs. Chaya Newman spoke on
the topic of “Spiritual GPS: Maximizing Your Personal Potential.”
She cited examples from Tanach
of individuals who were able to
accomplish tremendous feats
when they stretched themselves
beyond what they thought they
were capable of. She then made
the concept relatable by telling
stories of contemporary people
who also stretched beyond what
they thought was possible to ac-

complish great things.
Mrs. Jackie Bitton spoke on the
topic of “S’firas HaOmer: Counting
Your Personal Blessings.” In her
trademark way, Mrs. Bitton dazzled the audience with personal
stories and anecdotes, as well as
practical advice about how to treat
each person with honor, use our
koach ha’dibur properly, and infuse
this crucial time of S’firas HaOmer
with Torah and k’dushah. After the
shiur, attendees had the opportunity to ask Mrs. Bitton questions
and to speak to her individually.
The women left Sh’eefa spiritu-

Yachad And NCSY
Celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut

ally recharged and inspired. As one
of the participants at Sh’eefa said,
“Sh’eefa fills my Sundays with purpose. They are just what I need.”
Thank you to program director
Mrs. Aviva Zakutinsky for arranging these vital programs for the
women in our community. Thank
you to all of the donors and volunteers who make Sh’eefa possible.
In addition to Sh’eefa’s full May
schedule of shiurim scheduled,
there is also a special Shavuos
learning program planned for Leil
Shavuos! More details about the
Leil Shavuos learning program will

soon be announced.
*****
Sh’eefa, now in its 12th year, has
been offering post-seminary women
the chance to hear from phenomenal educators, both local teachers
as well as lecturers from abroad.
All Sh’eefa shiurim take place in
the social hall of Congregation Aish
Kodesh, 894 Woodmere Place. For
more information about our weekly
shiurim, to dedicate a shiur, or to
sign up for our emails, please visit
www.sheefa.org, call 516-6-SHEEFA,
or email info@sheefa.org.

OHEL Co-Sponsored
Rebbetzins’ Conference
Draws Record Attendance
Addresses the Challenges of the Sandwich Generation

T

T

his past Thursday night,
May 11, Yachad Long Island and NCSY of the Five
Towns participated in a Yom
HaAtzmaut celebration at the
NCSY center on Central Avenue
in Cedarhurst. The crowd was
warmly welcomed by the NCSY
Five Towns President, Hadassah
Fertig, and Joe Stern, from Rambam Mesivta. The Yachad members had the opportunity to play
a fun Israel-themed trivia game,
deepening their understanding
and connection to Israel, followed by a pizza dinner, and the
culminating event: Yom HaAtzmaut cupcake decorating using
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blue and white toppings. All of
the participants had an amazing
and inclusive experience, laughing and enjoying one another’s
company at this special event.
With an exciting Yachad favorite
game of “Fruit Bowl” to conclude the Yom HaAtzmaut party,
nobody wanted the fun to end.
Yachad and NCSY are looking
forward to the next inclusion
event in the Five Towns. Yachad
has many amazing events all
year round; to participate in future events as either an advisor
or for an individual with a disability, please email sametm@
ou.org.

his year, the 18th Annual
Rebbetzins’ Conference
was held on Wednesday,
May 10, at the Agudath Israel
Bais Binyomin in Brooklyn.
This conference is specifically designed for rebbetzins within the metropolitan area and is
sponsored by The United Task
Force on Children and Families
at Risk, a consortium of 40 social service and mental health
agencies that provide a myriad
of services within the tri-state
area.
Dr. Faye Zakheim and Dr.
Marcel Biberfeld serve as cochairs of the Task Force. Dr.
Hindie M. Klein of OHEL serves
on the Executive Board of the
Task Force, and this year, once
again, OHEL was one of the
main co-sponsors of the event.
Other sponsors included
The Jewish Board, MASK, the
Orthodox Union, and Women’s
League. As in previous years,
the conference was sponsored
in memory of Shlomo Eliezer
ben HaRav Yaakov Zakheim a”h.
The conference theme this
year was “MiDor L’Dor: Embracing the Challenges of the
Sandwich Generation,” and the
program proved inspirational,
informative, and highly meaningful to the scores of rebbetzins who attended. Indeed, the
program was opened to the
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public at the last minute, given
the number of registration inquiries received from so many
women interested in this compelling topic.
Audience participants were
honored to receive divrei brachah by Rabbi Moshe Tuvia
Lieff, mara d’asra of Agudath Israel Bais Binyomin. Rabbi Lieff
graced the evening with his
words of wisdom, noting the
exceptional power of women
to multi-task and be involved
in so many things in and out of
the home – “it means you are
alive!”
Rebbetzin Esti Reisman
spoke with sensitivity and authenticity about her experiences in caring for an elderly loved
one, and shared how precious
this experience is: “It is not a
burden, but rather a privilege!”

The guest speaker was Ms.
Harriet Blank, Director of Geriatric Services for OHEL and a
noted gerontologist who lectures nationally. Harriet spoke
about the trials, tribulations,
challenges, and joys of being a
caregiver. She touched on many
themes, including how to set
priorities and limits, how to
best communicate with family members, helpful coping
strategies, and enlisting family
and community resources. A
caregiver, who is a member of
Ms. Blank’s Caregiver Support
Group, joined the presentation
and enlightened the audience
with her personal experiences.
Once again, a very successful rebbetzins’ conference was
experienced by all, thanks to
excellent presenters and the efforts of The Task Force.
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Chazaq Event Inspires Overflowing Crowd In Queens

Chazaq Director Rabbi Ilan Meirov delivering
opening remarks

By M. Lowinger

I

t’s well known that Chazaq events
are always eagerly anticipated and
well attended. But no one could have
predicted the massive outpouring of
support and enthusiasm that was generated on Monday evening, May 8, at the
Fifth Annual Chazaq Big Event. An estimated 2,000 people from all walks of life
streamed into the Elite Palace in Woodside all night long and were treated to a
truly inspirational evening. This event
wasn’t merely “Big.” It was truly huge and
a tremendous kiddush Hashem!
Chazaq is a Queens-based organization
dedicated to building a stronger future
for their community through a variety
of outreach programs including dynamic
lectures and presentations, Torah libraries, chavrusa programs, publications, and
more. Most importantly, Chazaq places
much emphasis on inspiring Jewish
students who attend public schools by
providing exciting and educational afterschool programs in numerous locations.
Under the leadership of Rabbi Ilan
Meirov and his younger brother Yaniv,
Chazaq encourages us to strengthen ourselves while looking for ways to inspire
others.
Monday’s mega-event was star studded
in every sense of the word. There was tremendous energy in the room, but also a
sincere desire for Torah inspiration. Men
and women of all ages filled the Grand
Ballroom and remained captivated and
attentive throughout the program. Despite the overflow crowd, the event was
organized and well planned. Dozens of
volunteers ushered the guests to their
seats, managed the flow of traffic, and en-
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(R-L) Dr. Paul Brody, strong Chazaq supporter, and one of five members of the Founders
Board of the American Friends of Migdal Ohr with Rabbi Ilan Meirov, Rav Grossman, and
Sergey Kadinsky

Rav Yitzchak Yisraeli

sured a successful evening.
The evening opened with t’hilim recited by Rav Ahron Walkin shlita, Rosh
Yeshiva of Bais Nosson Meir, and Kabbalas Ol Malchus Shamayim by Rav Yitzchak
Yisraeli, the newly elected Chief Rabbi of
the Bukharian Rabbanut in the USA and
Canada.
Chazaq Director Rabbi Ilan Meirov
then shared a powerful lesson on how
one must never give up on a single Yid,
and spoke of Chazaq’s “No Child Left Behind” initiative, where Chazaq seeks to
provide a Jewish education to the thousands of Jewish public school students
in the Queens community. Rabbi Meirov
shared that since the beginning of the
initiative, prior to Rosh HaShanah, hundreds of public school students have attended Chazaq programs and nearly 200
have transferred to yeshivos, leading to a
thunderous applause by the audience.
Rabbi Eli Mansour was then called
to the stage, and he spoke about the
talmidim of Rabbi Akiva. What was their
downfall? How did they fail? What does
it mean that “she’lo nahagu kavod zeh
la’zeh.”
“The students of Rabbi Akiva were
matmidim,” Rabbi Mansour explained.
“They were tzadikim. But they weren’t
temimim.” His message to the supporters of Chazaq was: “You are involved in
something that will bring life. Spread
the wealth. This is our calling. There’s no
room for selfishness.”
Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein spoke next
and pointed out that the first night of
S’firah represents “chesed she’b’chesed” and
the last night is “malchus she’b’malchus.”
“So how,” he asked, “does one go from
chesed to malchus?”
Malchus happens when you combine
the midos of hakaras ha’tov and commit-

Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein

ment. Boaz, Rabbi Wallerstein said, would
greet his workers in the field with the
words “Hashem imachem–May Hashem
be with you.”
That’s because Boaz understood the
significance of hakaras ha’tov. “And that,”
explained Rabbi Wallerstein, “is the foundation of malchus.”
Rus, he continued, remained committed to her mother-in-law Naomi. “V’Rus
davkah bah. If you want to have malchus,
you need to stay focused and committed
no matter what it takes.”
How do we apply this lesson to our
daily lives? Rabbi Wallerstein suggested
that the women in the audience undertake a commitment to light Shabbos
candles five minutes early. “In this way,”
he explained, “you are showing Hashem
how important Shabbos is to you. That
means you’re committed.”
As for the men, he suggested they con-

sider making a commitment to arrive in
shul five minutes early, before the t’filah
begins. “It’s a huge s’gulah,” he added.
“HaKadosh Baruch Hu comes to shul to
greet the first ten who come to minyan.”
At Chazaq, inspiration is combined
with entertainment for a totally awesome
experience. Thus were we treated to a
short yet meaningful musical interlude
performed by the Six-13 a cappella singers
and featuring the young Binyamin Elbaz.
But it was back to more inspiration
soon enough, as we enjoyed hearing
Charlie Harary illustrate the essence of
becoming a hero. Drawing on his passion
for professional sports, Mr. Harary remembered a special moment during a recent Super Bowl game that was described
to him as a “hero’s moment.”
“What’s a hero’s moment?” he asked.
“It’s that moment when everything may
seem bleak but the person won’t give up
no matter what.”
One of our nation’s greatest heroes,
he pointed out, is Rabbi Akiva. “He was
a shepherd who did not even know alefbeis until he was 40 years old. But he becomes the leader of the generation and a
military giant who was the genius behind
the Bar Kochba revolt.”
Rabbi Akiva had 24,000 outstanding
students. He was the greatest leader of
the Jewish people. But soon, says Harary,
“things start to unravel.” The revolt ends
unsuccessfully. The students start to die.
And all seems lost.
“A reasonable man would just pack
up,” Harary observes. But not Rabbi Akiva.
He was a hero. “He starts all over again.
He was over 100 years old but he begins
anew with five students. These five eventually establish the Torah she’b’al peh.”
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Storied Midtown Synagogue
Installs Queens Rabbi

Rabbi Avrohom Dov Kahn, left, with a student

By Sergey Kadinsky

I

n the shadows of Midtown Manhattan’s office towers and luxury condos,
the Millinery Center Synagogue serves
as a throwback to the neighborhood’s past
as a hub of clothing manufacturing. On
May 3, the board of this synagogue elected
Richmond Hill resident Rabbi Avrohom
Dov Kahn to lead it in a new direction as
a center for outreach. “One of 26 Jews in
the world either lives or works in Manhattan and this is an incredible location,” said
Rabbi Kahn. “We’ve had Jews from all walks
of life come to pray here.”
At the time of its founding in 1934, the
Garment District of Manhattan was heavily
Jewish, dominated by workshops that produced nearly a third of all clothing in the
country. As its membership grew, it hired
noted architect H. I. Friedman to transform
a loft minyan into a synagogue. Following
a delay as a result of World War II, it was
completed in 1948, a last hurrah for art deco
design. At the time, the area had three other “trade” synagogues: the Garment Center
Congregation, the Actors’ Temple, and the
Fur Center Synagogue.
In the following half century, the workshops and walk-ups of Sixth Avenue gave
way to ever-taller skyscrapers, and the hum
of manufacturing subsided in favor of offices, hotels, and high-end residences. The
Fur Center Synagogue closed in 1995, and
the Actors Temple went from Orthodox
to egalitarian Conservative, leaving just
two Orthodox Midtown synagogues with
“trade” names on the map. Architecturally,
the three-story building is a “holdout,” surrounded on three sides by a Marriott hotel
tower built in 2004.
One constant in Midtown was the visible Jewish presence as children and grandchildren of garment workers commuted
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to their jobs as attorneys and accountants,
among other professions. This daytime
Jewish neighborhood is defined by its kosher lunch eateries on Broadway, and minyanim within offices and aging synagogues.
Perhaps it was the lack of a permanent
community that brought about the gradual
neglect of the Millinery Center Synagogue,
as junk piled within its narrow space, memorial plaques went missing, floor boards
buckled, and bookshelves strained under
the weight of decades-old siddurim. Tuvia
Yamnik serves as its sentinel and fundraiser
through the sale of “100 percent Egyptian
cotton” blankets on a table by the entrance,
but it was not enough to cover the costs of
cleanup and repairs.
Another longtime congregant is Michael
Remnick, who organized the first synagogue board meeting in a quarter century, which led to the selection of Yitzchak
Friedman as the assistant rabbi. “He
learned at Yeshiva Torah Vodaath and Har
Etzion, so he can deal with Jews of every
background,” said Rabbi Kahn. Organizing
the shul’s revival in phases, the first phase
was a cleanup that yielded 600 contractor
bags of refuse, and another 56 cartons of
sheimos. “Everything has been cleaned out,
and the plumbing and heating now work,”
said Remnick. “It was an exerted effort
made by a small group.”
The selection of Rabbi Kahn signals
a new mission for Millinery. In 1981, he
founded Center for Return, which specialized in outreach on the campus of Queens
College. Since 2004, it shifted its work to
the streets of Midtown and Downtown
Manhattan, through public events, lunchand-learn sessions inside office buildings,
and mentoring individuals. “Rabbi Kahn is
committed. His whole life has been about
Jews who want to learn more about Judaism,” said Remnick. “He will be successful.”
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Recent Happenings

Brooklyn Men Make Beautiful Kiddush Hashem At Queens Fire Station
Individuals from Borough Park day-hab visit Ridgewood firehouse
to show appreciation after firefighter loses his life in blaze

Men from Harmony Services present a thank you sign and homemade cookies to the firemen

Yehuda from Harmony Services presents a handmade sign to the firemen

By Susie Garber

A

terrible tragedy happened in Queens
on Thursday, April 20. A 42-year-old
veteran firefighter fell five stories
off an apartment building roof while trying
to extinguish a fire in Ridgewood. Mr. William Tolley was killed in the line of duty,
leaving a wife and an eight-year-old daughter. He served with Engine 286 / Ladder 135,
at the fire station located at 66-44 Myrtle
Avenue. The cause of the fire, according to
the investigating fire marshal, was burning
incense that was used for religious purposes, which was left unattended. Part of the
tragedy that makes it even more difficult is
that it was a preventable fire. People should
never leave burning candles unattended.
Mr. Shmuel Russell, Coordinator of
Special Activities for Harmony Services, a
day-hab (day habilitation) and job-coaching program in Borough Park, heard about
this tragedy and he saw an opportunity
to do a tremendous kiddush Hashem. He
wanted to do something to show sympathy and also gratitude to the Fire Department. He explained how the individuals
he works with at Harmony Services are
usually the recipients of help, but they
rarely have the opportunity to be givers.

Yoli from Harmony Services presents the homemade cookies to the firemen

He wanted them to experience being givers. With this goal in mind, he bought art
materials and held a session where the individuals he works with created a beautiful, heartfelt sign expressing their hakaras
ha’tov to the firefighters who risk their
lives to save others. Next, he held a baking
session, and the individuals baked wholewheat oatmeal chocolate-chip squares for
the firefighters.
On Wednesday, April 26, the individuals at Harmony traveled to the fire station
on Myrtle Avenue and presented their sign

Chazaq Event Inspires Overflowing Crowd In Queens
CONTINUED FROM P. 27

There are heroes in every generation,
Harary tells us. These are the people who
never give up, even when the going gets
tough. “The hero’s moment is the essence of being a Jew.” Who can become
a hero? “Look in the mirror,” says Harary.
“There’s a hero waiting to happen.”
The highlight of the evening was no
doubt the appearance of the esteemed
HaRav Yitzchak Dovid Grossman, Rav
of Migdal HaEmek in Eretz Yisrael. Rav
Grossman’s very presence is itself an inspiration. His hadras panim and distinguished demeanor are mesmerizing. It’s
easy to see how he was able to galvanize
a community and bring countless Jewish
souls to t’shuvah.
According to Rav Grossman, when we
say “Baruch Elokeinu she’b’ra’anu lichvodo,” we should recognize that Hashem
created us for his honor. That is our mission as Jews.
He captivated us with his personal
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story. A sixth-generation Yerushalmi, he
lived through the miracle of the Six-Day
War in Eretz Yisrael and remembers visiting the Kosel for the very first time. Overwhelmed, he wondered “What can I give
back to Hashem for this miracle?”
Rav Grossman decided to dedicate
his life to bringing his fellow Jews to a
life of Torah, specifically in the secular
town of Migdal HaEmek. “I was naïve,”
he wryly admits. With a touch of humor
he charmed us with stories of his visits
to discos and prisons. Eventually, with
sincerity and warmth, he won over an
entire community. “We started with 18
boys,” he said. “Now we are educating
over 6,000 children!”
He gently encouraged his listeners to
“be careful with our bodies.” This means
“not to look where you shouldn’t. Watch
what you say and how you think.” This
is our duty as Torah Jews all year round,
but especially during S’firas HaOmer. “In
order to receive the Torah, we have to be
pure, to leave the shaar of tum’ah and en-

and their cookies. When they arrived, the
firefighters lined up in military formation.
They removed their fire caps as a sign of
respect and listened with rapt attention as
one of the individuals from Harmony delivered a short speech. He then presented the
sign that said, “Thank you for endangering
yourselves to save others.”
The following is the speech that Yehuda
delivered: “Good afternoon. My name is Yehuda. I attend Harmony Services. Harmony
Services is a Day Hab based in Brooklyn,
New York. I’ve come today with my friends
ter the shaar k’dushah.”
It was a poignant conclusion to an incredible evening, especially meaningful
as we count the days towards Matan Torah. Thanks to Chazaq, we will continue
to be inspired to build a stronger future

from Harmony. All of us have heard the awful news that last week one of the angels of
the FDNY lost his life to save others in the
line of duty. We’ve come to show our support and gratitude for the work that you do
to save lives. At this point, I would like to
present, on behalf of all the individuals and
staff of Harmony Services, a sign of thanks
and a tray of fresh-made whole-wheat oat
chocolate-chip squares. These were made
fresh today by my friends in Harmony. We
hope you enjoy. May we only share in good
events together. Your friends from Harmony Services.”
Following this, Mr. Russell explained to
the firefighters that they were going to recite a psalm, at which point the individuals
from Harmony recited t’hilim for the firefighters – both in their honor and in memory of their fallen comrade. All of the FDNY
personnel at the fire station thanked their
special guests for this beautiful gesture of
solidarity and sympathy.
Mr. Russell noted that we all have opportunities as human beings to perform acts
that can impact others in a very positive
way. You never know how we can change
someone. Each person, whether or not he
has disabilities, has capabilities to make
the world a better place.
for ourselves, our families, and the community at large.
For more information about Chazaq’s
many programs, visit Chazaq.org or call
917-617-3636.
Photo credits: Gabe Solomon and Shua Katz
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Recent Happenings

M

The YESS 25th Anniversary Dinner

any years ago, a few families in
the community saw that there
was a dire need for a yeshivah
that allows students with learning disabilities, language disorders, and attentional issues to learn in their own unique
way. Too many children were being left
with no option, other than public school,
when they had necessities that could not
be met in a mainstream yeshivah. This
increasing need brought about YESS, Yeshiva Education for Special Students.
On Sunday, May 7, YESS celebrated its
25th Anniversary. YESS provides students
with individualized courses of study that
bring out their strengths, guiding the students to reach their potential, as well as
establishing the necessary foundation for
them to continue their academic careers
and to become active members of the
Jewish community. Today, YESS is housed
within the Yeshiva of Central Queens,
where part of the curriculum allows for
students to mainstream into the YCQ
classes. This unique opportunity gives
students a chance to create friendships
and participate in a variety of activities in
a yeshivah environment.
Mr. Sol Lauber, longstanding board
member, was the emcee for this milestone dinner at the Chabad of Great
Neck. Current YESS students shared their
successes with the audience. This year,
hakaras ha’tov was given to the Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills and Rabbi Yoel

32

Rabbi Shlomo Hochberg and Sol Lauber presenting the Lifetime Achievement Award to
Jesse and Lydia Rosenbaum at the YESS 25th Anniversary Dinner

Schonfeld, along with a heartfelt standing ovation for Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld
shlita, Rabbi Emeritus, who opened the
doors to his shul 25 years ago at no cost
to the yeshivah, providing it with its first
home, thus beginning a successful journey and longtime relationship.
A Lifetime Achievement Award was
presented to Jesse & Lydia Rosenbaum,
founding members. For all 25 years of

the yeshivah’s existence, the Rosenbaums
have been involved in all aspects of YESS.
They have initiated and organized fundraising activities to help defray the astronomical costs of running a program that
offers not only classroom academics, but
occupational, physical, and speech-language therapies, socialization skills, and
emotional health support as well. In addition to their ongoing participation in
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supporting the school, Mr. Rosenbaum
has served in numerous board positions,
including his current position as co-president. They have always been involved in
community service, including organizations and committees within their community, children’s schools, and their shul,
the Young Israel of Jamaica Estates. The
Rosenbaums are the epitome of pillars of
the community and embody a solid value
system based on chesed, family, and community involvement.
Meir & Oshrat Boros were the recipients of the Parents of the Year Award.
Their son Menachem is currently in grade
7 at YESS. The Boros’ optimistic outlook
in life, incredible midos, and tremendous emunah in Hashem give them the
strength and humility to guide their family, help others in need, and act as role
models for their children, the yeshivah
and klal Yisrael.
Thanks to all of the YESS founders and
supporters, the school is able to continue
offering children a comfortable Jewish
setting in which they can learn, socialize,
and grow. With the exceptional leadership of Leora Hecht and Gittie Rothschild
(Educational Directors), under the esteemed tutelage of Rabbi Yaakov Lustig
(Principal), Carol Walz (Office Manager),
and all of the extraordinary teachers and
therapists, each student is receiving an
education in a supportive Jewish environment, exactly where he or she belongs.
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The Skulener Rebbe Visits Queens At Reception For Chesed L’Avraham

The Skulener Rebbe shlita

Rabbi Yaakov Bender shlita

Rabbi Peretz Steinberg shlita, Rabbi Yaakov Friedman shlita, Rabbi Naftoli Rubin, shlita

By Susie Garber

welcomes and gives tremendous love and
warmth to all Yidden who are near or far
from Yiddishkeit. This tz’dakah is involved
with so many families. We should merit going up in k’dushah and meriting kabbalas
HaTorah with this great mitzvah of tz’dakah.
Next, Rabbi Kurz spoke about Chesed
L’Avraham. It operates in Israel, and most
of the money is raised in America. There
are four primary buildings: three for boys
and one for girls. They house kids of all
ages. Chesed L’Avraham brings people who
are far from holiness to holiness. It helps
orphans and r’chokim. Chesed L’Avraham is
holding a reunion for alumni and families
soon. A couple of hundred families will be
there. Chesed L’Avraham is there for them
no matter what.
Next, the guest speaker, HaRav Yaakov
Bender shlita, the rosh ha’yeshivah of Far
Rockaway’s Yeshiva Darchei Torah, spoke.
He shared a d’var Torah from Parshas Emor.
He posed the question of why is the mitzvah of tum’ah a prototype. It’s the mitzvah
that a kohen must teach his child. The
kohen child must be taught that he is different and must be careful about tum’ah.
Jewish children need to know that they are
different. We don’t talk, walk, or dress like
everyone else. Rabbi Bender noted that it is
a battle today. It is very difficult.
He shared another d’var Torah that we
see in the parshah that after the laws of
Yom Tov, it says to be sure to take care to
invite the needy, the orphan, and the widow. The Skulener Rebbe is doing this for us.
We must support this organization, Chesed
l’Avraham, which rescues children who are
in terrible situations and abandoned, and it
becomes their parents. It takes care of their

physical and emotional needs and teaches
them about Yiddishkeit. The Rebbe’s father,
Rabbi Eliezer Zusha Portugal, started the
organization for orphans.
The Skulener Rebbe’s father, the alter Skulener Rebbe zt”l, was the av of orphans. He
literally raised them as his own children. So
many called him Tatty and Zeidy. The numbers
of children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren reaches into the hundreds. He founded
Chesed L’Avraham after the Holocaust to care
for orphans and help free captives. The Rebbe’s
father’s heart filled with ahavas Yisrael. His
heart was so big that he always held room for
one more orphan. The alter rebbe’s sefer is the
Noam Eliezer. This sefer on t’filah expounds

O

n Tuesday evening, May 9, Chevra
Bais Dovid, Rabbi Naftoli Rubin’s
shul in Kew Gardens Hills, was filled
with awe and gratitude as the community
received a tzadik in our midst. At a reception for Chesed L’Avraham, the Skulener
Rebbe shlita, Rabbi Yisroel Avrohom Portugal, the Grand Rebbe of Skulen, sat at a
table in front of the beis midrash and gave
out shirayim and blessings. The chairmen
of the event included Mr. Eli Glaser, Mr.
Yitzchok Dykman, and Rabbi Dovid Kurz.
First, Rabbi Kurz greeted everyone. Next,
Rabbi Rubin shared a d’var Torah and spoke
about the Skulener Rebbe’s important
tz’dakah. Rabbi Rubin pointed out that the
reception was being held on Pesach Sheini. He then drew a connection between
Chesed L’Avraham and Pesach Sheini. Pesach Sheini is called the small Pesach. The
Zohar says that the matzah that klal Yisrael ate on Pesach lasted for 30 days until 14
Iyar. Pesach Sheini still has the influence of
Pesach with all of its miracles. The Arizal
taught that the holiday is called Pesach because Hashem skipped over the sins of klal
Yisrael and brought us out of Egypt. Hashem taking us out of Egypt was not based
on our merit. So, the holiness of Pesach
extends to Pesach Sheini. Pesach Sheini
is the bridge between us and the holiness
of shamayim, and now we ourselves must
provide the holiness. Pesach Sheini was a
second chance for people who were tamei on Pesach to experience the holiness of
Pesach. So it is appropriate that we support this organization on Pesach Sheini,
because it brings holiness to so many who
are far from holiness. The Skulener Rebbe

on the strength of a tzadik, who is able to create
an opening in the gates of mercy. That opening
allows the t’filos of other Jews to enter, even
though they are not on the same level. A tzadik
wants Hashem to receive everyone’s t’filos. He
hopes Hashem will fulfill all of their wishes. His
job is to elevate the generation.
While awaiting the Rebbe’s arrival, this
writer spoke to Mrs. Ruty Koenig, a resident of Kew Gardens Hills, whose grandfather, Herschel Bronstein, took the current
Skulener Rebbe’s father out of jail in Rumania during the 1960s.
Donations to Chesed L’Avraham can be
sent to 131 Keap Street, Brooklyn NY 11211.
Photo credit: Gary Koenig

Rabbi Dovid Kurz
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What’s New In School

Stella K. Abraham
High School For Girls – Class Of 2017
Mazal Tov to the SKA Class of 2017 honorees!

Valedictorian: Nicole Israeli
SKA Valedictorian Nicole Israeli, Hebrew Language Editor of the Senior Yearbook, is consistently driven to expand
her knowledge base, pushing herself to
uncover the educational process, not simply the product. She has received numerous awards for her skills in Judaic textual
analysis, including the Tanach Award for
excellence in study. She has also been
awarded the peer-voted Keter Torah
Award for outstanding character. Nicole is
a member of the Torah Bowl Championship Team; her Torah Bowl coach refers to
her as “the heroine of the team,” praising
not only her work ethic but also her generosity with her teammates and superb
sportsmanship. Nicole plans to attend
Michlalah in Israel next year, and then
attend the Scholars Program at Queens
College.

T

Central’s Annual Siyum T’hilim

he school day at Yeshiva University
High School for Girls (Central) commences every morning with a communal davening that unites the school
community in prayer and purpose.
An integral part of the daily Shacharis is
the perek of T’hilim recited after davening.
The perek is explicated, and the students
draw connections between the words of
T’hilim, their daily lives, and the world
around them. The morning of Thursday,
May 11, marked Central’s annual Siyum
T’hilim, at which the school community
celebrates a meaningful year of prayer. The
ceremony began with words from Assistant Principal Bracha Rutner, who shared

Bais Yaakov Of Queens Pre-School
Planting Gardens

Salutatorian: Sarah Meira Weissman
Sarah Meira Weissman, Captain of the
SKA Debate Team, Editor of the school
Holocaust Journal and a founder of the
SKA Political Science Club, is a passionate advocate for individuals who have
disabilities. She has worked with the national Yachad organization for children
with disabilities, was the recipient of a
Yachad Fellowship in her Junior year,
and currently sits on the Yachad Youth
Leadership Board. A winner of the peervoted Keter Torah Award for outstanding
character, Sarah Meira will be studying at
Sha’alvim in Israel next year and will then
attend the Macaulay Honors Program at
Queens College.

T

Salutatorian: Shani Axelrod
Shani (Emily) Axelrod, Art Editor of the
SKA Literary Journal and a member of the
SKA Art Academy, is a two-time winner of
peer-voted awards for outstanding character, the Middot Award in ninth grade
and the Keter Torah Award in tenth grade.
She has also been awarded the SKA Tanach Award for her breadth of knowledge
in Judaic Studies. Shani was a finalist in
the Celebrating Art Competition and one
of her drawings was published in an art
publication that included artists from
around the world. She plans to study in
Israel next year at Michlalah and then attend the Honors Program at Stern College
for Women.
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Keter Shem Tov (Crown of a Good
Name) Awardee: Chaya Levin
Chaya Levin, Vice President of the SKA
student government, an Associate Editor
of the school newspaper, Captain of the
Debate Team, Captain of the Soccer Team,
Captain of the Poetry Slam Team, is an
SKA school leader. In ninth, tenth, and
eleventh grades, Chaya was chosen by
her peers to receive the Middot Award for
Outstanding Character, and this year, was
chosen by her classmates to be the Keter
Shem Tov Speaker at graduation. The summer after tenth grade, she traveled to Israel on an inclusive touring program with
mainstream teens and individuals who
have special needs. Chaya plans to study
at MMY in Israel next year and then attend The University of Pennsylvania.

words of inspiration about this year-long
endeavor. A student representative from
each grade then shared her favorite perek
of T’hilim with the school, explaining what
makes those words so resonant and special.
As a school, the student body and faculty then joyously completed the last few
p’rakim together and returned to Perek Alef
as a reminder that the recitation of T’hilim
and the study of Torah are never truly complete. Munching on cupcakes decorated
with musical symbols, referencing T’hilim’s
“shiros v’tishbachos,” the student body began the day on a “high note,” embracing a
sense of accomplishment and spiritual fulfillment.

he children in the Bais Yaakov Early
Childhood Center are certainly blossoming. With the advent of beautiful
spring weather, our youngest students love
to spend time outside, learning about the
beautiful world G-d has created. Together
with their wonderful nature teacher, Morah Gitle Bekelnitzky, the children examine every minute bud and blossom that appears around the Bais Yaakov Academy of
Queens. They excitedly made the brachah
on our very own flowering pear tree. They
were also fascinated to see a variety of bird
nests and a real egg from a bird.
However, the most popular outdoor
activity involves lots of soil and tiny baby
plants. The children of BYQ have become
expert gardeners, planting beautiful flowers in our children’s garden. Our young
students care for their flowers with a great
sense of purpose, taking tremendous pride
in each flower’s growth and development.
They are also preparing to plant radishes. It is hard for the children to believe
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that these tiny seeds will become edible. It
is a true wonder for our young scientists
to watch the leaves on top of the radishes
grow and grow, and imagine what is happening underground. The expression of
amazement on the children’s faces is priceless when they actually pull out the leaves
and see radishes on the bottom.
Our young gardeners will also plant
mint and basil. These herbs are a real feast
for the senses. The youngsters love to gently stroke the leaves and then smell their
hands. They become much more aware of
the variety of smells and textures in the
world around them.
Every day, when the children of the BYQ
Early Childhood Center come outside to
play in the playground, their first stop is
at the garden to see how their plants are
developing. As they delight in the growth
and development of their very own garden,
their teachers and parents delight in the
growth and development of their beautiful
children.
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Busy Week At The Bnos Malka Academy

T

he week began with 35 Bnos Malka
teachers gathering on Sunday morning for a two-hour professional development workshop. Pre-1A through eighth
grade teachers participated in a collaborative and empowering workshop on how
to create lessons from a unit planner. They
then worked on the individual elements of
crafting a comprehensive and engaging lesson plan. Mrs. Rivky Babad, assistant principal for the lower division, said, “It is inspiring to see the passion these educators
bring to their work. Everyone was focused
on adding to their repertoire of knowledge
so that they would have even more tools to
create the most effective lesson plans.”
The yearlong workshops align directly
with the overall philosophy of empowering the staff and the multi-year implementation of the Understanding by Design concept by Professors Wiggins and McTighe.
Middle school Assistant Principal Mrs.
Shuly Zuckerman explained: “We believe
very strongly in having the teachers take
ownership of the process and have them
share their combined experience.” Mrs.
Golda Yadlovker (first grade) and Mrs. Devorah Heisler (third and seventh grades) presented to the staff their approach to break-

ing down a unit and developing a lesson.
Afterward, the teachers split into six groups
(jigsaw), each becoming “expert” in one particular aspect of the creation of a lesson
plan. The groups then reconfigured with
an expert in each facet now in each of the
groups. They then shared with one another
their insights. Rabbi Weichselbaum, the
Bnos Malka Menahel, remarked, “Not only
do the teachers benefit from their collective wisdom and experience, this approach
assures that we have a consistent and uniform approach throughout the school.”
On Tuesday, the girls in the middle
school competed in their annual Brachos
Bee. With each round, the questions increased in difficulty and it was apparent
that all the girls had been studying very
well. The Bee included brachos to be recited on special occasions (thunder, rainbows,
etc.) as well as to the standard food items.
The girls even learned the brachos on cultural foods like pluff and pelmeni.
In addition, on Tuesday, the CIJE E2K
class, with their teacher Mrs. Leah Atlas,
began their engineering project in rocketry. The girls will once again research and
create their own unique design, test their
theories, and measure the results.

On Wednesday, the eighth grade math
team returned from the CIJE Math Tournament, placing second in this prestigious
competition. Under the guidance of Ms.
Atara Kanner (seventh and eighth grade
math), the group of six eighth graders

showed their math acumen.
The week ended with color war breakout, once again demonstrating how Bnos
Malka has struck the proper balance of a
rigorous academic program with activities
that keep the girls happily engaged.

YCQ Students Show Hakaras HaTov To Their Moms

A

s Yeshiva of Central Queens students
eagerly await the warm weather, all
of the elementary school children
worked diligently on projects for their
mothers to show hakaras ha’tov for everything they do for them. In Mrs. Guise’s
class, the second graders created unique
magnets using photos of themselves. Using the letters from alphabet soup, they
labeled their magnets. The special poems
written for this occasion will be hung with
their magnets, making a lasting memory.
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The fourth graders in Mrs. Criss’ class
learned about how each student is an individual and special in his or her own way.
They wrote messages to let their mothers
know how important they are. In addition,
they made key chains with their fingerprints to match a poem they gave to her.
Some of the first grade classes made their
moms vanilla body scrub and are giving
them a coupon for “One Day of No Complaining.” All of the students were excited
to give their moms their gifts and show

them how much they love them.
To celebrate spring, the YCQ Band and
Orchestra performed their annual concert
for their families and friends. The sounds

of Hatikvah and Twinkle, Twinkle Little
Star reverberated through the halls. After
a year of practice and hard work, the students played with pride.
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Rabbi Dov Emerson To Take On Role
Of Director Of Teaching And Learning At MTA
HALB’s DRS Yeshiva High School for Boys.
Rabbi Emerson holds master’s degrees
in both Education and Social Work, and is
currently a doctoral student at YU’s Azrieli
Graduate School of Jewish Education and
Administration. He has been honored for
his work in Jewish education, receiving the
2011 Grinspoon-Steinhardt Award for excellence in Jewish education as well as being
named to the Jewish Week’s 36 Under 36

List for his work on educational technology.
“MTA has a rich and storied tradition of
providing an outstanding Torah and general studies education to generations of Jewish leaders. It is truly an exciting time for
the yeshivah, and I am eager to start getting
to know all of the stakeholders and begin
working together to build on the already
outstanding program here,” noted Rabbi

Emerson, who is looking forward to joining the MTA community.
Rabbi Emerson hails from Memphis,
Tennessee, where the importance of leadership in the Jewish community was impressed upon him from a young age. He
and his wife Rina have five children: Ezra
and Yitz, both of whom will be attending
MTA next year, as well as Yehuda, Yaakov,
and Atara.

N

ationally renowned educator Rabbi
Dov Emerson will be joining the
Leadership Team at the Marsha
Stern Talmudical Academy / Yeshiva University High School for Boys (MTA) beginning on July 1. Rabbi Emerson will focus
on faculty development and support, as
well as nurturing the continued academic
growth, in his role as Director of Teaching
and Learning. He will work with Head of
School Rabbi Joshua Kahn, Principal for
General Studies Dr. Taylor, Associate Principal Rabbi Shimon Schenker, Rosh Yeshiva
Rabbi Michael Taubes, and the faculty to
continue to develop innovative educational pedagogy, including educational technology, project-based learning, experiential
education, and personalized learning in the
building. With the vast resources of Yeshiva
University, RIETS, and the Azrieli Graduate
School of Jewish Education and Administration, Rabbi Emerson will explore ways
to continue to utilize these partnerships to
enhance educational opportunities for the
yeshivah community.
“Rabbi Emerson’s role in our yeshivah
represents a focus on the continued development of our educational vision at the
Marsha Stern Talmudical Academy. The
position of Director of Teaching and Learning is a role that will provide us with an
opportunity to ensure that we are offering
support and guidance to our teachers so
they can continue to grow as professional
educators, as well as making sure that we
are at the cutting edge of educational pedagogy,” explained Rabbi Joshua Kahn, Head
of School. “Rabbi Emerson’s strengths as a
thoughtful educator who stays up to date
with advances in education and knows
how to collaborate with the faculty make
him an ideal candidate.”
Rabbi Emerson joins the MTA administration with a wealth of prior leadership
experience. Rabbi Emerson has served as
Head of School at YULA High School in Los
Angeles and, prior to his move to the West
Coast, served as the Assistant Principal at
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YTM Boys
Learn Crime Scene Science

T

o close out this year’s science shows,
the students of Yeshiva Tiferes
Moshe were given a glimpse into
the fascinating world of forensic science.
In this last of five programs for the year,
the boys helped solve the “cat” napping
from the veterinarian hospital. There are
three suspects: the veterinarian, the custodian, and the secretary. Following the
clues, the boys learned about how to take
fingerprints. They learned about chemicals that would allow them to make cop-

ies of footprints that could be matched
to the suspects’ shoes. They also learned
about DNA and how the lab matched DNA.
They also learned about “chemical indicators” – even if you can’t see an acid or base,
mixing in chemical indicators will let us
know what you cannot see. Ask the boys:
Who is guilty of “cat” napping?
The Yeshiva thanks Mrs. Wargon, Science Room Teacher, for arranging the science shows, and the Parents’ Association
for helping sponsor the programs.

Math
Olympiad Competition At Bais Yaakov

C

ongratulations to the Bais Yaakov of
Queens seventh grade team for winning second place in the CIJE Math
Olympiad competition! Yasher koach to Mrs.
Chaya Sara Morgenstern, their seventh grade
math teacher and coach, and their CIJE Math
Olympiad contenders, Atara Bandari, Aliza
Baila Blumberg, Shoshana Hammer, Chani
Miller, and Yocheved Weiner. The team has
been preparing for this competition for
more than two months. Mrs. Morgenstern
met with the girls after school for intense
problem solving sessions.

In our “estimation,” each of our contestants is a winner for their motivation and
effort; however, once again, Bais Yaakov
girls displayed their acumen as they came
in second place, and were the number one
team to get 100% correct in the Group Effort assignment.
Mrs. Sarah Bergman, principal of general
studies, said, “The girls will cherish these
memories of comradeship, and opportunity to stretch their stamina and intellectual
breadth of knowledge. We applaud their
strength of character.”

HALB First And Third Graders
Learn ABCDs Of Safety

T

hanks to our HALB parent, Mrs.
Astrid Leifer, the first and third
graders of HALB learned about the
ABCDs of safety from trained “Safety Kid®”
presenters and specialists. The students
learned about the importance of A-asking for help, B-bringing along a friend or
having a buddy when needed C-checking
first with parents before going places, or
openings doors, and D-Do tell: safety rules
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about places that are okay and not okay
to touch.
This program was sponsored and
brought to our school by Magen LI, a Far
Rockaway/Five Towns parent organization
dedicated to promoting safety awareness
for children. The community thanks all of
the other HALB parent volunteers and presenters from the community who made the
presentations engaging and informative.
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T

Midreshet Shalhevet Transmits Ahavas Eretz Yisrael To Students

’filah. Unity. History. Belonging.
Midreshet Shalhevet is succeeding in transmitting our mission of
ahavas Eretz Yisrael, to our students. In addition to a love of Medinat Yisrael and am
Yisrael, we work to guide every student to
a love of Toras Yisrael. Our ultimate goal is
that our students continue to find Jerusalem a place for t’filah, and that they continue to recognize and appreciate the miracle
that is our homecoming after 2000 years.
Midreshet Shalhevet celebrated the upcoming 50th anniversary of Yom Yerushalayim at its Ninth Annual Scholarship Dinner
on Sunday, May 7, at Temple Hillel in North
Woodmere.
The evening opened with a moving video showing some of the highlights of the
Six-Day War. Using actual archival footage,
as well as some commentary and diagrams,
the crowd was really put in the correct
mindset for the evening.
Rosh Mesivta Rabbi Zev Meir Friedman
addressed the crowd of the importance to
world Jewry of the victory in 1967 – how
the hashgachah of Hashem was manifest,
and as a result re-instilled a measure of Jewish pride within the greater world Jewish
community. People who were previously

embarrassed to wear a kippah to work, all
of a sudden put them on after the Six-Day
War. He recounted that 1967 was a turning point in Torah now flourishing from
Jerusalem and nourishing all of us here in
America. Yeshivos, as we know them today,
would not be in existence, if not for the
strength and resolve to us derived from
our redemption and the victory in the war.
For that, Midreshet Shalhevet chose to celebrate this year’s dinner in honor of “Jeru-

HANC High School
Commemorates Israel’s Fallen Soldiers
And Victims Of Terror

O

n Monday, May 1, the fifth of Iyar,
the entire high school of the Hebrew Academy of Nassau County
gathered in the auditorium to honor the
memories of fallen Israeli soldiers and
victims of terror who gave their lives to
defend our Homeland so that we can visit
and live without fear.
Morah Pnina Aronowitz, chairperson of
the Ivrit Department, organized a moving
program to commemorate Yom HaZikaron
together with student volunteers. The ceremony began with the student volunteers
solemnly marching into the auditorium
holding Israel flags.
The program continued with the students reading meaningful poems, guided
by a student-produced multi-media presentation. In addition to the readings, a heart-
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warming video titled, “The Tale of Two
Mothers,” narrated by Rabbi Yoel Gold, left
an indelible impression on all present.
The program was enhanced by the return of alumnus Dylan Hamipour (’15),
who sang several songs commemorating
the day. The HANC Boys’ Chorus sang an
original composition entitled “Remember,”
composted by their conductor, Mr. Dovid
Klaver, which led into a melody of Im Eshkachech Yerushalayim.
As is done in Israel on this day, a twominute siren was sounded, during which
we felt the solemnity of the day, remembering fallen soldiers. At the conclusion of
the program, the entire high school stood
for Hatikvah, Israel’s National Anthem, reminding us of our dedication to Medinat
Yisrael.

salem at 50.”
Menahelet Mrs. Esther Eisenman introduced the featured speaker of the evening,
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Executive
Vice President Emeritus of the Orthodox
Union. Rabbi Weinreb, one of the foremost
leaders of Jewish life in North America, discussed the importance of Yom Yerushalayim
to those of us living in the United States. Using the writings of Rav Kook, Rabbi Weinreb
presented a thorough and enlightening talk

on the differences between Zion and Jerusalem. The name Zion refers to something
distinct, and is usually associated with a har,
a mountain, suggesting that Zion stands for
something rigorous and unchanging. This
represents the unique connection between
am Yisrael and G-d. Jerusalem, on the other
hand, refers to all nations, both looking towards and being seen in Jerusalem, in keeping with the vision of Y’shayahu HaNavi,
when he says “Ki veisi beis t’filah yikarei
l’chol ha’amim,” – “My house will be a house
of prayer for all nations.”
Midreshet Shalhevet’s supporters recognize the school’s remarkable impact in Jewish high school education, and as a major
force in growing and strengthening our
Jewish future through the success of our
graduates. Congresswoman Kathleen M.
Rice, although unable to attend, sent her
apologies with a Certificate of Special Recognition commenting: “Midreshet Shalhevet is making an outstanding contribution
to the Five Towns community in raising
the women, and leaders, of tomorrow. The
eternal flame of Jerusalem was rekindled
50 years ago. Midreshet Shalhevet is carrying on that same tradition: the flame of
learning is bright.”

HANC High School Celebrating
Yom HaAtzmaut:

Learning, Chagigah-Game Show,
and BBQ Unite Students In Honor Of Israel

I

n honor of Israel’s Independence,
HANC High School celebrated Yom
HaAtzmaut with exciting and meaningful programming throughout the day.
On Tuesday, May 2, the morning began
with all of our minyanim gathering in the
gym for a school-wide t’filah. The students
in the Sefardi minyan led a beautiful and
spirited Hallel.
After breakfast, students participated
in shiurim where a variety of topics related
to Medinat Yisrael were discussed, such as
the “Ten Reasons to Support Hakamas HaMedinah” by Rav Hershel Schachter, original letters from Rav Elya Meir Block and
Rav Hutner, The Emes L’Yaakov from Rav
Yaakov Kamenetsky, the P’ninei Halachah,
and a great piece by Rabbi Ari Heller.
Afterward, the entire school gathered
in the gym for a hilarious game involving
both students and faculty. The audience
used “Poll Everywhere” to determine who

would win each individual competition,
such as flipping water bottles, tug-of-war,
Israel facts, who can hold the longest
note, and the wheelbarrow race against
three sets of brothers. This exciting event
led into an incredibly-spirited chagigah. A
sponsored, sumptuous, Israeli-style outdoor barbecue was served to the entire
high school.
In the afternoon, sophomores and
juniors were privileged to view the
screening of the film On the Map. We are
one of the only schools in the country
that has been granted screening rights to
this film. On the Map tells the against-allodds story of Maccabi Tel Aviv’s 1977 European Championship, which took place
at a time when the Middle East was still
reeling from the 1973 Yom Kippur War,
the 1972 Olympic massacre at Munich,
and the 1976 hijacking of an Air France
flight from Tel Aviv.
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Weekly Tefilah Focus
Special Edition

The Essence and Power of Tefilah – Part 2

T

here is a perplexing gemara in Rosh
HaShanah 18a. Rabbi Meir offers two
cases of two people who are in identical desperate situations. One case presents two people critically ill, and the other
case presents two people being judged for
a crime that was a capital offense. Rabbi
Meir relates that all four offered tefilah to
Hashem, but in each case one was saved
and one died. One had his tefilos answered
while the other did not. Rabbi Meir asks,
why was one answered while the other was
not? He answers that one offered a tefilah
sh’leimah while the other did not. What is
a tefilah sh’leimah? Rashi offers one word:
“niskavein.” In each case, one had kavanah
and one did not.
This gemara could be the basis for a powerful drashah on the importance of having
kavanah. However, Rav Eliyahu Lapian zt”l
says that this cannot be the understanding
of this gemara. Is it really feasible to say
that someone with his life on the line will
be daydreaming about what he is eating for
dinner tonight while begging Hashem to
save his life? This seems truly inconceivable. If so, what then is Rabbi Meir teaching us? Rav Lapian zt”l explains: Certainly,
in each case, both individuals with their

lives on the line were thinking only about
their request during their tefilah. However, one of them deeply believed that Hashem could (and would) save him under any
circumstance, regardless of how desperate
the situation, and regardless of whether he
deserved to be saved or not. He believed
in the power of tefilah. The other, while

burst out crying. The Chazon Ish lovingly
calmed him down and then opened a Chumash to Parshas B’reishis. The Chazon Ish
began learning with the man: On the first
day of creation, Hashem created the heavens and the earth. On the second day, such
and such was created. On the third...and
on the fourth. He then turned to the man

“If Hashem was able to create all this in four days,
don’t you think that he can create a cure for you in four days?”
going through the motions, did not really
believe that he could be saved. He either
believed that it was too late or perhaps that
he did not deserve to be saved. He did not
believe that Hashem would save him.
Rav Nissim Karelitz shlita relates a story told by Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein. Rav
Zilberstein recounts a story from the days
when he learned in Slabodka. A man came
to see the Chazon Ish. From his facial expression, it was apparent that this man
was in tremendous distress. The man described how he had not been feeling well
and, after a battery of tests, the doctors told
him that he had four days to live. The man

and said: If Hashem was able to create all
this in four days, don’t you think that he
can create a cure for you in four days? The
Chazon Ish encouraged the man not to give
up hope but rather to pour out his heart to
Hashem in tefilah. He told the man that
the gates of tefilah are certainly not closed
for a person begging Hashem to be saved in
his time of tzarah. The man’s spirits were
lifted and he did use those days to beg
Hashem for help. During those very days,
a new medication came from America and
he was one of the first people in the world

to test it. It was determined that this medication was an exact match for his illness,
and in a short period of time the man was
completely healed.
We know that the story does not always
end this way, but it certainly can. We also
know that no sincere, heartfelt tefilah goes
to waste. It will help someone somewhere
at some time. We need to be firm in our
belief that Hashem loves us more than anyone, wants to save us, and that He is all-powerful and can absolutely save us even in the
most desperate situations in life. May we
merit to transform our tefilos through internalizing these principles deep in our hearts.
To access Audio, Video, and Archives of
previous Tefilah segments, please visit www.
WeeklyTefilahFocus.com.

You can direct any questions or comments to Eliezer Szrolovits at 917-551-0150.

Pretext
CONTINUED FROM P. 24

the confidence of the rank-and-file FBI
employees, which was totally false.
Trump also threatened Comey about leaking a conversation he purported to have
had, since there are tapes.
In contrast to Trump’s attacks on Comey, the day after Comey’s firing, the president was all smiles with the Russian foreign secretary and the ambassador who
were invited to the White House. The ambassador is a known Russian agent and is
one of the subjects of the FBI’s investigation of Russian meddling in our elections.
The photographs of the event were taken
by the Russian institution TASS and not
by our media, since they were not allowed
in the meeting room.
Of course, the diehard Trumpians have
no problem with this episode. For them
he can do no wrong. They will support
him to the end. People forget how it was
with Richard Nixon. It took a while for the
Republicans in Congress to see the light
and take the politically courageous act to

go against the party’s president. Even today there is a significant group who felt
that Nixon got a raw deal.
Hillary Clinton’s reaction was a reminder of why she was also not well liked. She
blamed Comey for her losing the election. It is mere conjecture. If she had run
a better campaign, including not coming
across as being elitist and had come with
less baggage, the emails would not have
been an issue. If she had not been so careless or lazy in using her home server, there
would have been no investigation. However, since she is not the president her reaction is not significant.
The president’s conduct in this incident is significant. The trap that the president wants people to fall into is to claim
that those who are complaining about
Russian conduct and his actions against
Comey want to relitigate the election.
This is not about relitigating the election.
This is about a possible abuse of presidential power and his acting in a reprehensible manner and a foreign power trying to
influence our elections.

In Defense Of Religious Liberty
CONTINUED FROM P. 21

business, her home, and her life savings
because she refused to participate in a
gay wedding. The Vanderboon family of
Grand Rapids, Michigan – the owners of a
meatpacking company – the USDA inspectors ordered the Vanderboons to remove
religious materials from their company’s
break room. Then there is the famous
Hobby Lobby case where the Green family, which employs 13,000 employees, has
explicitly wanted to run their business ac-
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cording to Biblical precepts and does not
wish to provide FDA-approved contraceptive coverage as part of their medical plan.
This went all the way up to the Supreme
Court but left some aspects unclear. There
will undoubtedly be other decisions in
this area that will be presented to the Supreme Court. We are fortunate that President Trump succeeded in placing Judge
Gorsuch to the court; he has a positive
track record on religious liberty.
Freedom of religion is too important
for us to take for granted.
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TO ADD YOUR EVENT TO OUR COMMUNITY CALENDAR, PLEASE EMAIL THE EVENT,
DATE/TIME, PLACE, AND A BRIEF DESCRIPTION TO: CALENDAR.QJL@GMAIL.COM

Compiled by Rebecca Wittert

Friday

Friday 19-Shabbos 20 - The Queens Jewish
Center (66-05 108th Street, Forest Hills) will
host Rabbi Marvin Tokayer, well-known lecturer and author, as scholar-in residence. Rabbi Tokayer will speak on Friday evening at an
oneg and will also deliver the d’var Torah during Shabbos morning services. He will speak a
third time at s’udah sh’lishis. For more information, please call 718-459-8432.

20

Sunday

Shabbos

After Minchah at 7:30
p.m., the Young Israel
of Kew Gardens Hills
(70th Road and 150th
Street) will hold a festive s’udah sh’lishis to
celebrate 50 years of
the reunification of Jerusalem. Guest speaker
Aviva Pinchuk. Men and women invited.
The Young Israel of
Kew Gardens Hills
will hold its 66th annual dinner at The White
Shul. Honoring the
Daf Yomi Program,
Rozy Weinstein, and R’
Yehoshua & Estee Konig.

21
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25

JUNE

3

At 6:30 p.m., the Young
Israel of Kew Gardens
Hills will hold the first
program in its Summer Shabbos Afternoon Lecture Series.
Rabbi Aaron I. Reichel,
Esq. will speak about Chief Rabbi of Haifa
Shear Yashuv Cohen and the new biography
about his life. Men and women are invited.

11

At 8:45 a.m., The Rabbinical Seminary of
America - Yeshiva
Chofetz Chaim of
Queens will hold its annual Community Breakfast at Yeshiva of Central Queens (147-37 70th Road, Kew Gardens Hills).

12

At 6:30 p.m., the Tikvah Center (165 East
56th Street, 4th Floor,
New York City) will
hold “The Future of
Religious Liberty,” the
second in its series of
programs on “Political Ideas for the Future.”
Open to men and women. Free of charge.
Please register at evenings.tikvahfund.org.
At 7:45 p.m., the Kew Gardens Hills Civic Association will hold a Community Meeting at
the Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills (70-05
150th Street, Kew Gardens Hills) featuring a report by Jonathan H. Chung, Director of Government and Community Affairs of the Queens Library on the new Kew Gardens Hills branch of
the Queens Library.

Tuesday

The Jewish Heritage
Center will hold its
29th Annual Dinner.
Honorees Barry &
Phyllis Shaw, Michael
& Phyllis Fassler, David
& Trudy Slifkin. De-

18

Sunday

At 9:00 a.m., JEP will
hold a breakfast at the
Young Israel of Hillcrest (169-07 Jewel Avenue, Hillcrest). Honorees: Dr. Stanley & Rita
Halpern, Allen & Judy
Hymowitz, Shmuel & Gitty (Julie) Siebenberg,
Yehuda & Miriam Rauch. Couvert $100 per person. A journal will be made for the occasion.
For more information, please contact JEPBreakfast@ gmail.com or 718-544-5213.

JULY

9

Sunday

Sunday-Monday 9-10
Hold Me Tight
(based on the work of
Dr. Sue Johnson, pioneer of EFT therapy)
will hold a retreat in
New York City for Orthodox Jewish Couples. Space limited to 25
couples. $665 per couple, $620 early registration by May 31. For more information and registration, please email Marcy Davidovics, LCSW,
EFT candidate, at frumholdmetight@gmail.
com or call 917-586-5360.
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At 6:30 p.m., the Tikvah Center (165 East
56th Street, 4th Floor,
New York City) will
hold “Left, Right, and
the Defense of Israel,”
the third in its series of
programs on “Political Ideas for the Future.”
Open to men and women. Free of charge.
Please register at evenings.tikvahfund.org.

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

Monday

At 7:30 p.m., Lander
College for Men (7531 150th Street, Kew
Gardens Hills) will
celebrate the launch
of Chumash Mesoras
HaRav, Sefer BaMidbar, Neuwirth Edition, with an evening of
tribute to HaRav Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik by Communal Leaders and Students of
the Rav. Open to men and women. Refreshments will be served. For more information
and pre-registration, please contact Rachel
Horowitz at rachel.horowitz@touro.edu or
718-820-4910.

JEP will hold a Kiruv Shabbaton for public school children, grades 2-7, in Kew Gardens
Hills. Details to follow.

13

tails to follow.

AUGUST
Wednesday

19

JEP will hold a Friday
night Kiruv Shabbaton for public school
children and their
families at the Young
Israel of Forest Hills
(71-00
Yellowstone
Boulevard, Forest Hills). Carlebach davening
with explanation and stories, followed by a
sumptuous meal and program. For more information, please call 718-544-5213.

A Queens community Yom Yerushalayim
celebration will take place at Havurat Yisrael in
Forest Hills. Details to follow.

9

The Yeshiva of South
Shore will hold a
Hanachah K’Halachah
T’filin Program. Details
will follow.

Friday 9-Shabbos 10
- Shabbos Parshas B’Haaloscha will be the annual Kew Gardens Hills Shabbos of Chizuk for
Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim of Queens - Rabbinical
Seminary of America. Shuls in the community will be uniting to support the Yeshiva’s work
and will feature guest speakers from the Yeshiva.

Sunday

Thursday

At 6:30 p.m., the Tikvah Center (165 East
56th Street, 4th Floor, New York City) will hold
“School Choice and the Jews,” the first in its series of programs on “Political Ideas for the Future.” Open to men and women. Free of charge.
Please register at evenings.tikvahfund.org.

At 8:00 p.m., Congregation Ahavas Yisroel (147-02 73rd Avenue, Kew Gardens Hills) will
hold an evening of chizuk and preparation for
Kabalas HaTorah with Rabbi Paysach Krohn.

8

At 6:45 p.m., Bais Yaakov of Queens will
hold its 58th anniversary dinner at Eden Palace (420 Flushing Avenue,
Brooklyn).
Honoring Dr. Avraham
& Sara Rambod, Shmuel (S.A.M.) & Ahuva Cohen, Mrs. Rifka Deena Rodkin, and the Class of
1977. Couvert $500 per couple. For more information, please call 718-847-5352 or email dinner@byqueens.org.

Monday

18

At 6:00 p.m., FD (Familial Dysautonomia)
Now will hold its 15th
Annual David Z. Herman Memorial Dinner
at The Sephardic Temple, Cedarhurst. For
donations, reservations, and raffles, please visit
fdnow.org. For more information, please email
fdnowny@gmail.com.
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At 7:15 p.m., Congregation Etz Chaim (147-19
73rd Avenue, Kew Gardens Hills) will hold
its Shiur HaChodesh
for Women by Women together with a
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of
Yom Yerushalayim. Prof. Smadar Rosensweig
will speak on the topic, “Prof. Yaffa Eliach: My
Mother’s Odyssey from Yerushalayim d’Lita to
Yerushalayim shel Zahav.” This program is open
to men and women. Music and refreshments
(some dairy). For further information, please
contact HadassahWaxman (hwaxman@earthlink.net or 718-261-0766).

Tuesday

At 8:30 p.m., the Bnos Melochim Worldwide
Event, an unforgettable audio-visual presentation for women and high school girls with
main speakers Rabbi Y.Y. Jacobson and Mrs.
Dina Schoonmaker, will take place at 72-23 139th
Street, Kew Gardens Hills (side entrance, downstairs). Admission $12; students $10. For more
information, please call 917-653-9225.
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At noon, New YorkPresbyterian/
Queens will hold a
seminar on the topic
“Sip Yourself to Better Health: The Benefits of Choosing
Healthful Beverages” in the Lang Lobby (5645 Main Street, Flushing). This seminar will
be led by Mary Grace Webb, Assistant Director of Clinical Nutrition at New York-Presbyterian/Queens. For more information, please
visit www.nyp.org/queens.

Thursday

Wednesday

NORPAC will hold its annual mission to
Washington. Meet directly with members of
Congress and their staff to make a true impact.
Roundtrip transportation to Washington, DC,
with glatt kosher meals included. Adults $125,
Students $75. Please register at NORPAC.net or
call 201-788-5133.

Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaath will
hold its 98th annual dinner at The Palace (Brooklyn). For reservations or journal ads, please call
718-941-8000, fax 718-941-8032, or email dinner@
torahvodaath.org.

Shabbos

17

Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe
will hold its annual
dinner at the Great
Neck Synagogue. Honoring Rabbi & Mrs.
May, Mr. & Mrs. Aaron
Brody, Mr. & Mrs.
Shahram Hedvat, and Mr. Leon Shayesteh. For
additional information or reservations, please
call 718-846-7300 or visit www.ytmdinner.org.

THE CALENDAR FOR ALL EVENTS IN QUEENS

2

The annual Queens
Hatzolah
Premiere
Men’s Event will take
place at the New York
Hall of Science at 6:30
p.m. Details to follow.

Your business can sponsor the QJL Community Calendar.
Please contact Yaakov at 718-880-2622 or e-mail queensjewishlink@gmail.com

Daily Zmanim

4

From 2:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
the 24th annual Israel
Day Concert will take
place in Central Park
on the Summer Stage
(enter the Park at East
72nd Street and Fifth
Avenue). Free admission.

Sunday

MAY
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Hooked On Healing
Caroline Schumsky, LCSW, MS

Take My Advice. I Don’t Use It Anyway
CONTINUED FROM P. 1

that you should have ended that relationship a long time ago.”
How do you feel when, ahem, “well-meaning” family members or friends put their
two cents in on how you should run your
life? And how often do we simply impose
our own opinion on others? Speaking of
which…If at first you don’t succeed, try doing it the way Mom told you, to begin with.
After getting suggestions, recommendations, and directions from others, do you
feel relieved or even more misunderstood
than before you asked? How do you feel
when people ask for your opinion? Do you
just love to tell others how to live, offer clichés instantly for every occasion, or do you
feel like you’re not even qualified to offer
any insights but feel compelled to, now
that they asked? Sure, some people give
sound advice: 99% sound, 1% advice.
Oh, and speaking of help, if your husband says he will fix it, he will. No need
to remind him every six months. Ha. Just
kidding, dudes.
Do you have friends whose issues simply seem incurable because their drama is
a never-ending cycle of repeating the same
ole’ mess over and over? More often than
not, we do not really expect others to have
the answers. Sometimes we simply need
to unburden our hearts. I am the Queen
of Re-hashing. Sometimes I even convince

myself that by just “kvetching” enough,
somehow I will solve the ongoing problem.
But deep down inside I know that I can either work it through or perhaps I need to
simply let it go. And complaining can sure
be draining.
So what do we say when our friends or
loved ones ask for our guidance? You can
always ask: “Would you like to hear some
ideas on how to solve that?” Ask how you
can help them move on if need be. Or try
suggesting to them: “It might help to do
this…or consider this,” etc. Another approach is to say: “I really would like to help
you figure out what feels right for you.”
Then again, it was once said: A wise man
once said: “Nothing.”
Most of us don’t just need to hear the
instruction; we need help mustering up the
courage to do something about it all. What
is right is often what seems most difficult.
Remember how frightening it can be to
make lasting positive changes, so please go
easy on the sermons. Truth be told, oftentimes we do not even know what is right
for us. At least, not yet. And how often is
what we need to do really at odds with
what we want to do?
Try not to give false hope. You know
what they say: Nothing in the world arouses more false hope than the first four hours
of a diet. But I digress…
Telling people that if they lose weight,
they may automatically find a mate or

that they should insist on a raise? What if
they follow your wise words and then get
demoted? Speaking of advice,
never ask Google for medical
advice. You will go from having
a mild headache to being clinically dead in three clicks.
The best advice I can give
(you did ask, didn’t you?) is to
help people help themselves.
Perhaps you can point them
in the direction of some videos that may have helped you in
the past, or even a book or column you read
that may have shed some light. Instead of
the typical “You should do this” formula, try
asking them questions about their situation
and exploring their options with them.
Make sure to tell them how much you
trust them. Your confidence in them may
be all they need after all. Remember that
oftentimes they have to live with the decisions they make. You don’t. If you have a
personal stake in the outcome and can’t be
objective, you may choose to recuse yourself ‘from the case’ as any honorable judge
would do in a trial.
Remember that if your friends’ problems were that simple, they would not

seek your counsel to begin with. So let that halo
slip right off your head,
and instead of making
believe you have all the
answers wrapped up with a
big, fat bow, show some humility. You can say: “I may be
wrong…but it seems to me…”
Or “If you feel comfortable doing this, you
may consider trying…” You can even share
a bit of yourself by asking: “Would you like
to hear what happened to me once when I
was in a similar situation?” “Whatever you
decide, you are still my friend, and I still
love you.”
Trust me, most of the instructions we
dole out, we can hardly follow ourselves.
One cautionary note: If someone is truly in
a fragile state, you may wish to seek outside help.
And just remember: The world is changed
by your example; not your opinion.
So, sweet friends, How can I help?

Caroline is a licensed psychotherapist, crisis counselor, and writer with an office in Queens. She
works with individuals, couples, and families. Appointments are available throughout the week
and weekends. She can be reached at 917-717-1775 or at Safehavenhealing@gmail.com or at facebook.com/pages/Safe-Haven-Healing.

Meltdown In Venezuela
CONTINUED FROM P. 20

actually begun marching along with the
protestors.
The events now unfolding in the onetime South American economic powerhouse offer important lessons that should
not be ignored. Here are a few of them:
*Severe shortages of basic supplies, including food, can develop very quickly;
*When people become desperately hungry they are prone to do extreme things;
*The more intense the economic crash
the more crime increases.
Zero Hedge sums up Venezuela’s situation this way: “It is only a matter of time
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until Venezuela can no longer finance its
imports, and social and political chaos of
unprecedented proportions will afflict the
country. The fallout will also affect Venezuela’s neighboring countries.”
One would like to think that the U.S.
has learned so much about economics that
a Venezuela-type meltdown of the economy can never happen here. But many
people in Venezuela also thought it could
never happen there, and today they regret
not having prepared for the worst. Would
it not be wise to learn from their mistake?
Sources: foxnews.com;
venezuelanalysis.com; wsj.com;
zerohedge.com
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Interior Design For The 99%
Zisi Naimark

Treehouses For Adults
A tree house, a free house,
A secret you and me house,
A high up in the leafy branches
Cozy as can be house.
A street house, a neat house,
Be sure and wipe your feet house
Is not my kind of house at all –
Let’s go live in a tree house.

they think they can find no longer surprise me. You should hear some mothers
of single boys.) The architect is Bill Allen
of Forever Young Treehouses. When asked
why he would expend his architectural degree almost exclusively on treehouses, he
says, “Treehouses are like puppies and hotair balloons. Only mean people don’t like
them.”

This modern pod in Whistler, British
Columbia, was built for private enjoyment
by Joel Allen. (The bannister-free stairs may
hint at the fact that he intended to keep this
space a secret, until people started posting
pictures online. Thank you, Internet.) He
fabricated this mancave using entirely free
materials sourced from Craigslist.

A

s much as I’d like to claim credit
for that bit of literary brilliance,
most people will recognize it as
one of Shel Silverstein’s more famous poems. And famous for good reason; apparently, an amazing number of people never
get over the allure of living in a treehouse,
even as adults. Lest you think this is just
another millennial example of arrested development and entitlement, see some of
the homes bellow, which were neither designed nor commissioned by the 25-35 set.
Adult treehouses generally have beautiful stairs (rather than peg ladders), large
windows, electricity, and indoor plumbing.
Many of these are used as rentals or guest
houses, but some are primary residences, at
least in warm weather seasons. What they
lack in storage they make up for in views
and romantic ambiance.

Just this last conceptual one, for the
next time you find yourself vacationing
in the remote forests of Sweden. The treehouse was designed to blend into its surroundings. It accomplished this goal so
well that an infrared material visible only
to birds was added to reduce air traffic accidents. This is a particularly clear image, but
hikers often miss the mirrored aluminum
cube altogether.
The pictures above all show the classic
type of treehouse, done in a style known
as American Gothic. (This style may be best
personified by the Berenstain Bears’ home.)
But in case you were thinking that the rustic/homey look was the only one available
for treehouses, consider this beauty. I could
not find out the exact location, but if given
the chance I would definitely spend a night
up here:

Unfortunately, this tree restauraunt isn’t
kosher. What a spectacular sheva brachos
could be made here. (Actually, how much
of a kosher market is there in New Zealand
anyway?)

Zisi Naimark holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts

Modern treehouses have a solid niche
market. Baumraum in Germany specializes
in these treasures. Why there, of all countries – they who are not exactly known for
humor, idealized childhood, or quixotic
pursuits? Your guess is as good as mine.

from The New York School of Interior Design
and has been working for professional design
firms since 2012. She lives in Kew Gardens
Hills, where she is tolerated by her husband
and sons. She can be reached at zisinaimark@
icloud.com.

This one was displayed in Longwood
Gardens, PA, but please do not send me
angry emails upon realizing that there are
no hobbits in residence. Seriously, not one.
(Though people’s expectations of what
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Dating Today
Goldy Krantz

I

Singles Have Responsibilities, Too

had touched upon this subject almost
a year ago. I wrote of a friend who was
given extra work by co-workers because
they thought she had extra time to stay at
work as a single. They seem to have defined
being single to include that you have no responsibilities other than work. My friend
resented her co-workers for that, as well as
her supervisor, as her supervisor didn’t see
any issue with what was going on. It hurt
my friend that she was being given extra
work only because she didn’t have a family
to run home to. My friend complained that
she wasn’t paid extra for the “extra work”
and that she was made to feel as if she was
less than a person in her private life because she didn’t have a family of her own.
I have received a few letters from those
in similar situations as my friend. I think
that the worst part of each of the letters is
that each of these people is employed by a
frum agency or firm and/or is supervised by
a frum boss. To know that your own people
think of you as “not having a life other than
at the office,” as one person wrote, can
hurt. Why is it acceptable in a frum work
environment and not in a secular one? I
don’t know. I don’t think anyone should be
dumped on because “you don’t have a family to rush home for, and I do.”
The majority of the emails I receive were
from women, but I do receive occasional
letters from males. Recently I received the
letter that has been printed below, and I
thought it would be nice to hear how single men feel about this issue. As always,
with permission from the sender, I have
been allowed to publish the letter.
Goldy:
I read your column and love it. At times
I think that you favor the female perspective, but then again sometimes the shidduch world favors men, so I can’t blame
you. I may not always agree with everything you write, but I like how you are trying to change the way people think about
singles and how singles approach dating.
Basically this is my story: I’m in my
mid-thirties, graduated college with a degree in Marketing, and have been working
in the field for over a decade. I switched
firms about six months ago to a smaller
firm that employs mostly frum people. To
be honest, I was attracted to this particular
firm because of that reason, and knowing
that taking off for yamim tovim and leaving

early on short Fridays would not be an issue. It didn’t happen right away, but I started to notice that a co-worker or two would
ask me to “wrap up” something we were
working on together because he or she had
to leave early for a family simchah or something along those lines. That was fine. Then
another time, another co-worker asked me
to “please, please” help her finish her work
because she had to take her child to the
doctor. Then in the weeks leading up to
Pesach, these favors for others kept creeping up because co-workers had to leave
work early for various reasons all having
to do with family and home. Finally, I told
my group manager that I felt like the low
man on the totem pole, because everyone
was asking me to help them or to finish
up work for them and I didn’t think it was
right that I was doing most of the “group”
work. My manager brushed it off and said,
“When you have a family you’ll understand
and we’ll be there for you. Until then, you
gotta help us out.”
What? That isn’t a professional answer
at all! He basically told me that because I
was single I had no other responsibilities
in my life other than working and I have
to help out those who are lucky enough
to have a family. That is not right! Nothing like this ever happened in the firm I
was working at previously. I worked in a

I’m not. I just feel as if I am being taken advantage of by my coworkers just because I
am single. The fact that my manager didn’t
take my complaint seriously and even said
it was how things are done in this new
place made me so angry and I felt helpless,
too. Now I know that I can’t change it. I
don’t want to go to Human Resources because then it’ll get out that it was I who
complained, and I’m not even sure Human
Resources can do anything.
I am actively dating, but what if I don’t
get married for a couple more years? Do I
still have to pitch in and help until then?
Who is to say that others will be able to help
me as I have been helping them? They will
still have familial responsibilities. It’s not as
if they will get divorced when I get married.
I am starting to resent my role as the one

I don’t think anyone should be dumped on
because “you don’t have a family to rush home for, and I do”
secular environment and we did help out
one another if someone was pulled away
from the office for a personal matter, but
it was not on such a consistent basis.
There is a big difference between helping
out co-workers once in a while and continually being asked to help and being
expected to help because I’m not married
with a family. I’m a team player, but this
is ridiculous! I have responsibilities other
than being an employee! I don’t go home
after work every day and sit in a chair with
my eyes closed ready to be called into action every morning at 8 a.m. when I leave
for work. Yes, I don’t have a family of my
own yet, but I have a life. I have responsibilities! I also want my free time as well.
If I was compensated for my extra work
maybe that would make a difference, but

“forced” to help others. I like the firm and
the work that I am doing, but if this is going
to be what I have to look forward to, and
management seems not to have any issues
with this, then what can I do? I’ll end up
hating my co-workers and job. I’m disappointed that the atmosphere in the office
is like this. I spoke with two other singles
in the firm (one male and one female); they
said that this is just how it is and it’s not too
bad, but they look forward to the day when
others can cover for them. I don’t agree. I
hate to say it, but I am starting to agree with
those who say that working in a frum place
is like working in a zoo; no rules, anything
goes, unprofessional. Maybe I’m being too
hard on the situation, but I went to a secular college, worked at a primarily secular
firm previously, and I am not used to this
at all. I don’t know if getting off on yamim
tovim is worth feeling like this.
What do you think?
Shalom
Shalom, thank you for your email.
I truly am sorry that you feel as you
do. It can’t be easy for you to be asked on
a consistent basis to help out, wrap up, or
finish work for others when you have your
own work and deadlines to meet. Yet, if it’s
a group project, you don’t want to fail, not
meet expectations, look bad, or not complete the project because your co-workers
have to leave the office. I can understand
your feelings of resentment. The fact that
your group manager doesn’t see anything
wrong with this, and that the two other singles you spoke with seem to have accepted

the status quo, doesn’t sit well with me either. I don’t agree with the answer that the
favor will be returned once you have a family. I think the group manager should have
listened to your valid complaints. But from
what you wrote, it sounded as if he didn’t
listen or even attempt to brainstorm with
you what other options your co-workers
and you would have. You may not have any
luck with HR either, and it may backfire on
you (and your co-workers).
I am certainly not going to tell you to
resign over this issue. Every job has its good
and bad points. You just have to make sure
that the good outweighs the bad if you
choose to stay, or that the bad truly does
outweigh the good if you resign. Maybe
there is a way for you not to accept the request from others to finish up their work.
I’ll put on my Peggy Post hat here and offer some etiquette advice. If it is an option,
you can say, “I’d love to finish up for you,
but I have my own deadline and I’m cutting
it pretty tight as it is. I don’t know if I can
finish both of ours by the end of the day.
Sorry.” Or: “You know, I gotta leave a few
minutes early myself today. I’d love to help,
but really can’t; maybe next time.” You
must be very careful how you word your
answer because you don’t want to be seen
as not a team player and you will have to
agree to help co-workers at times because
that’s what we all do. We all help because
as I was once told by my brother-in-law,
“The Yankees don’t have the last name of
the players on their jerseys because there
is no ‘I’ team.” You want to be a team player. The bottom line is for the firm or client
to be pleased with your work and for all to
look good. Yes, some things are unfair, but
that’s just life.
If you feel that your being single is really
the sole reason why you get asked to “help”
so often, you may want to say something
in a non-confrontational way to your manager or to the co-worker who seems to be
asking the most of you. I once wrote that I
didn’t send my resume to a specific agency
after graduating because they were known
for “dumping work on singles.”
For all of you out there who may be
guilty of relying too much on co-workers because you feel that they lack other
responsibilities in life other than being a
dutiful employee, stop it! It makes your
co-worker resentful of you and the business as a whole. Don’t feel that just because singles aren’t yet married they have
extra time to finish up work and that they
don’t have plans or responsibilities after
work.
Hatzlachah to you all!

Goldy Krantz

is an LMSW and a lifelong Queens resident, guest lecturer, and author of
the shidduch dating book, The Best of My Worst and children’s book Where Has Zaidy
Gone? She can be contacted at bestofmyworst@hotmail.com.
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Interview

QJL Columnist Yakov Merkin Publishes First Novel
QJL’s “This Week in History” columnist
and former Forest Hills resident Yakov Merkin sat down with Queens Jewish Link recently to discuss his newly published science
fiction/fantasy book, A Greater Duty.
QJL: How does did a “nice Jewish boy,”
with a master’s degree in history with honors from Queens College, become a science
fiction/fantasy writer, and when did you
decide to pursue writing as a career?
YM: Well, as with many things, the
fault, or the credit, rather, lies primarily
with my parents. Longtime fans of science
fiction and fantasy themselves, they practically raised me on Star Trek (original series only, of course), and as I grew older I
expanded my interests within science fiction and fantasy to things like Star Wars,
the Lord of the Rings, the Redwall series,
The Wheel of Time, and things like that.
This prompted me to become interested
in engineering, which was very briefly my
major before I switched to English, which
I eventually abandoned as it was boring
and switched to history, which I enjoyed.
From the time I switched out of engineering, however, my plan was for writing to
be my career. Additionally, I plan to write
stories set in the historical period I chose
to research for my master’s thesis, interwar Hungary.
For a while I attempted to get my book
published in the “traditional” way, through
agents and editors, but for several reasons,
including the changing industry, the political state of the publishing world, and just
the desire to have more direct control of
my story and the editorial and cover-design
process, I decided to self-publish. This is an
exciting time for publishing because now
it’s easy for authors to directly reach mass
markets, which makes much more diverse
and interesting material available.

QJL: How did you come to write your
newly published book?
•Did it take a long time to write?
YM: I had the initial idea for the book
more than a decade ago, which is when I
first began writing it, but it wasn’t until my
first year of college that I properly returned
to it, made major revisions, and finally finished the first complete draft of the book.
Since then there have been several revisions
and edits, and once I decided to self-publish
I also had to dedicate time to working with
my editor, cover artist, formatting company, and to spend time on my website.
QJL: Why would our readers enjoy your
newly published book?
YM: As a writer of science fiction and
fantasy, I get to be the god and design everything – from the laws of physics to the
interactions of characters. My readers will
gain a new understanding of the interoperability of all these forces in the world that

G-d created for us – and they’ll get a great
story as well. Anyone who enjoys a great
story should enjoy the book, though it is
very much a science fiction story in the
vein of Star Wars, so people who enjoy that
type of fiction should in particular enjoy A
Greater Duty.
QJL: What’s next for you?
Anyone who enjoys a great story should
enjoy the book, though it is very much a science fiction story in the vein or Star Wars,
so people who enjoy that type of fiction
should in particular enjoy A Greater Duty.
YM: Up next will be more writing, of
course. I’m currently working with my editor on a future book, and am at the same
time writing the sequel to A Greater Duty
and revising another book. I’m hoping that
my next release is the sequel to A Greater Duty, just before I hopefully draft into
the IDF in November. I am, however, also
planning to prepare two more books to be

released at intervals during my 18-month
service. Readers of my first book can look
forward to future development of the characters and stories, and I also have several
other series planned for the future. As one
early reviewer of my work noted, I don’t
just create worlds – I create universes!

QJL: What authors or other influences
have inspired your writing style?
YM: Apart from the obvious big inspirations like some of the famous film, television, or book series mentioned above, I’ve
gotten a lot of inspiration from both the
books and the writing advice of Brandon
Sanderson, whom I’ve had the pleasure of
meeting several times. However, in truth,
the list of things that have contributed to
my writing in one way or another is quite
long, encompassing history, current events
to a degree, and generally the things around
me.
QJL: Do you see conflict or harmony between your Orthodox lifestyle and your
writing genre?
YM: As far as I’m concerned, the two
are in complete harmony, and I think that
more Orthodox Jews should write science
fiction and fantasy as well. Specifically,
Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan’s book, If You Were
G-d, and the Ramchal’s Da’at Tevunot and
Derech Hashem, are major influences on my
approach to creating my worlds and have
helped me gain a better understanding of
His role in the world. I’ve always noted it as
interesting that G-d created the world with
words, which is quite similar to how writers
create things with words. Those books only
made the similarities more apparent to me,
and I’ve drawn on those writings in order
to determine how I interact with and see
the universe I have created, as well as how I
view the happenings of our own world.
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Estate & Wills
Monet Binder, Esq.

The Costs Of Dementia: For The Patient And The Family

A

recent report from the Alzheimer’s
Association states that one in nine
Americans age 65 or older currently
have Alzheimer’s. With the baby boomer
generation aging and people living longer,
that number may nearly triple by 2050.
Alzheimer’s, of course, is just one cause of
dementia – mini-strokes (TIAs) are also to
blame – so the number of those with dementia may actually be higher.
Caring for someone with dementia is
more expensive – and care is often needed
longer – than for someone who does not
have dementia. Because the cost of care in
a facility is out of reach for many families,
caregivers are often family members who
risk their own financial security and health
to care for a loved one.
Cost of Care for the Patient with Dementia – And How to Pay for It
As the disease progresses, so does the
level of care the person requires – and so
do the costs of that care. Options range
from in-home care (starting at $46,332
per year) to adult daycare (starting at
$17,676 per year) to assisted living facilities ($43,536 per year) to nursing homes
($82,128 per year for a semi-private room).
These are the national average costs in
2016 as provided by Genworth in its most
recent study. Costs have risen steadily
over the past 13 years since Genworth began tracking them.
Care for a person with dementia can

last years, and there are few outside resources to help pay for this kind of care.
Health insurance does not cover assisted
living or nursing home facilities, or help
with activities of daily living (ADL), which
include eating, bathing, and dressing. Medicare covers some in-home health care and
a limited number of days of skilled nursing
home care, but not long-term care. Medicaid, which does cover long-term care, was
designed for the indigent; the person’s assets must be spent down to almost nothing
to qualify.
Those who have significant assets can

women spend approximately 50 percent
more time caregiving than men.
The financial impact on women caregivers is substantial. In another Genworth
study, Beyond Dollars 2015, more than 60
percent of the women surveyed reported
they pay for care with their own savings
and retirement funds. These expenses include household expenses, personal items,
transportation services, informal caregivers, and long-term-care facilities. Almost
half report having to reduce their own
quality of living in order to pay for the
care.

Care for a person with dementia can last years, and there are
few outside resources to help pay for this kind of care
pay as they go. Home equity and retirement savings can also be a source of funds.
Long-term-care insurance may also be an
option, but many people wait until they
are not eligible or the cost is prohibitive.
For the most part, families are not prepared to pay these extraordinary costs, especially if they go on for years. As a result,
family members are often required to provide the care for as long as possible.
Financial Costs for the Family
Women routinely serve as caregivers
for spouses, parents, in-laws, and friends.
While some men do serve as caregivers,

In addition, absences, reduced hours,
and chronic tardiness can mean a significant reduction in a caregiver’s pay. Of those
surveyed, 77 percent missed time from
work in order to provide care for a loved
one, with an average of seven hours missed
per week. About one-third of caregivers
provide 30 or more hours of care per week,
and half of those estimate they lost around
one-third of their income. More than half
had to work fewer hours, felt their career
was negatively affected, and had to leave
their job as the result of a long-term-care
situation.
Caregivers who lose income also lose retirement benefits and social security benefits. They may be sacrificing their children’s
college funds and their own retirement.
Other family members who contribute to
the costs of care may also see their standard of living and savings reduced.
Emotional and Physical Costs to Caregivers
In addition to the financial costs, caregivers report increased stress, anxiety, and
depression. The Genworth study found
that while a high percentage of caregivers
have some positive feelings about providing care for their loved one, almost half
also experienced depression, mood swings,
and resentment, and admitted the event
negatively affected their personal health
and well-being. About a third reported an
extremely high level of stress and said their
relationships with their family and spouse
were affected. More than half did not feel
qualified to provide physical care and worried about the lack of time for themselves
and their families.
Providing care to someone with dementia increases the levels of distress and depression than caring for someone without
dementia. People with dementia may wander, become aggressive, and often no longer recognize family members, even those
caring for them. Caregivers can become
exhausted physically and emotionally, and
the patient may simply become too much

for them to handle, especially when the
caregiver is an older person providing care
for his/her ill spouse. This can lead to feelings of failure and guilt. In addition, these
caregivers often have high blood pressure,
an increased risk of developing hypertension, spend less time on preventative care,
and have a higher risk of developing coronary heart disease.
What can be done?
Planning is important. Challenges that
caregivers face include finding relief from
the emotional stress associated with providing care for a loved one, planning to cover the responsibilities that could jeopardize
the caregiver’s job or career, and easing financial pressures that strain a family’s budget. Having options – additional caregivers,
alternate sources of funds, respite care for
the caregiver – can help relieve many of
these stresses. In addition, there are a number of legal options to help families protect
hard-earned assets from the rising costs of
long-term care, and to access funds to help
pay for that care.
The best way to have those options
when they are needed is to plan ahead, but
most people don’t. According to the Genworth survey, the top reasons people fail to
plan are they didn’t want to admit care was
needed; the timing of the long-term-care
need was unforeseen or unexpected; they
didn’t want to talk about it; they thought
they had more time; and they hoped the
issue would resolve itself.
Waiting too late to plan for the need for
long-term care, especially for dementia, can
throw a family into confusion about what
Mom or Dad would want, what options are
available, what resources can help pay for
care, and who is best-suited to help provide
hands-on care, if needed. Having the courage to discuss the possibility of incapacity
and/or dementia before it happens can go
a long way toward being prepared should
that time come.
Seek assistance. Find out what resources
might be available. A local Elder Law attorney can prepare necessary legal documents,
help maximize income, retirement savings,
and long-time-care insurance, and apply for
Medicaid benefits. He or she will also be familiar with various living communities in
the area and in-home care agencies.
Conclusion
Caring for a loved one with dementia is
more demanding and more expensive for
a longer time than caring for a loved one
without dementia. It requires the entire
family to come together to discuss and explore all options so that the burden of providing care is shared by all.
*Attorney advertising

Monet Binder, Esq., has her practice in Queens and is dedicated to protecting families, their
legacies, and values. All halachic documents are approved by the Bais Havaad Halacha Center
in Lakewood, under the direction of Rabbi Dovid Grossman and the guidance of Harav Shmuel
Kaminetsky, shlita, as well as other leading halachic authorities. Email or visit www.mbinderlaw.com to download a free checklist and video by Rabbi Paysach Krohn on the importance
of halachic estate planning.
The information in this article is intended solely for your information. It does not
constitute legal advice, and it should not be relied on without a discussion of your
specific situation with an attorney.
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Style Myths Debunked
Meira E. Schneider-Atik

Age-Appropriate 20s Style
Myth: When you’re in your 20s, you’re still trying to find
your personal style, so anything goes.

W

Truth: Not necessarily.

hen you’re in your teens, it’s true
that you can get away with any
style. That’s because no one expects you to know who you really are just
yet or what message you want to send to
the world about yourself. And when you hit
age 20, you don’t go from knowing nothing
to knowing everything. So yes, in your 20s,
you’re still searching. However, in order to
appear more grown-up, you do have to have
some direction.
From me, you get the truth.
In your 20s, a lot of different clothing
styles will still work simply because you
cannot be expected to have found yourself
completely just yet. But as an adult, you’re
expected to at least be looking to find yourself and your personal style. That means
that the clothes you wear should have some
consistency in their styles.
So, how do you go about finding your
style?
Start by making a list of adjectives that
you want people to use in describing you
as a person. Don’t hold back. You’re not
bragging or doing anything wrong. “Smart,”
“intelligent,” “savvy,” “creative,” “artistic,”
“edgy,” “warm,” “strong,” “powerful,” “approachable,” “youthful,” “fun,” “funky,” “la-
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dylike,” “feminine,” “romantic,” “athletic,”
and “energetic” are all great adjectives. And
this can get you started; feel free to come up
with your own adjectives.
Certain adjectives are a little subjective.
For example, some women might use “casual” for a style adjective while other women

How do you go about finding your style?
Start by making a list of adjectives that you want people
to use in describing you as a person
might prefer “formal.” Some women might
prefer “unique” while other women might
prefer “traditional.” None of these are bad in
any way as long as the adjective reflects the
real you.
Once you have your adjectives, start looking at your clothes and see what they express
about you. Consider how you feel when
wearing them. Your classic black suit may
say “smart and classy,” while your brown
dress may say “smart and casual.” If smart is
one of your adjectives, then that’s good. But
if you find classic boring and you want to
look more “unique” and “artistic,” then that
classic black suit might not be right.

When shopping, try to dress in a way
that expresses those adjectives that you like
about yourself. You’ll feel it and you’ll find
it easier to find the right items. And when
doing your shopping research, consider the
styles in those stores. If a store has a lot of
classic pieces and your style is classic, then
you have a place to look.

Having said all of that, if you’re in your
20s, you need to try a lot of different styles.
Don’t rule out too much. I hope that your list
of adjectives is nice and long, so work with
those even if they seem different from each
other. Eventually, you’ll find what works
best. As you go through this, you’ll find that
your style is less “all over the place.”
I remember when I was in my 20s and
I tried wearing a lot of classic pieces, especially for shul and special events. I wanted
to look as glamorous as the women I knew
who could wear that look. But classic is not
me and I just never felt right. Only later did
I realize why. Ever since I started dressing in
my own style I’ve felt so much better about
how I look and I’ve gotten more compliments than I ever did when I was trying to
dress classic.
My personal style is what I like to call “casual chic with a twist.” I don’t like to look
too formal and fussy. Even when I’m dressing for a formal event, my take on formal
is still more casual and relaxed than what
most other women would wear. I do like
clean lines and an overall streamlined look
(chic). I don’t like ruffles or tiers or bows or
beading or other embellishment – I prefer
to add that with my jewelry. However, I
don’t want to look boring, so I like adding
fun things with color, prints, jewelry, and
headscarves.
Your goal at this time is to look like a
grown-up without looking old and stodgy.
If you look for your personal style, you will
find it and you’ll look like the best possible
“real you.”

Meira E. Schneider-Atik is a wardrobe organizer, personal shopper, jewelry designer, and
fashion writer and speaker. She helps women look great while saving time, effort, and money,
all within tzniut. Her jewelry pieces can be seen on Facebook (just look up Rena Mei) or in
person. She also has the YouTube channel “Look your best in mitpachot,” where she does headwrapping tutorials, and she is available for private demonstrations. She can be reached at (718)
644-6135 or at MESAtik@gmail.com.
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Yeshiva Of Flatbush Rocks Disability Inclusion At ALEH

Israel Chessed Mission Participants Come To Aleh Bearing Gifts, Leave Inspired

Students from the Yeshiva of Flatbush help residents of ALEH Jerusalem,
all children with complex disabilities, participate in a music workshop.
(JERUSALEM, Israel – May 11, 2017) On
Wednesday, May 10, a group of 60 students,
alumni and faculty from the Yeshiva of Flatbush Joel Braverman High School visited
ALEH’s Jerusalem facility as part of their
“Chessed Mission to Israel,” a biannual goodwill initiative led by the high school’s Dean
of Students, Rabbi Naftali Besser. In addi-

Yeshiva of Flatbush engage the residents of ALEH
Jerusalem, all children with complex disabilities, in sensory
enhancement games.

tion to an orientation about disability inclusion and the crucial work done at ALEH
(www.ALEH.org), Israel’s foremost network
of state-of-the-art facilities for children with
severe complex disabilities, the mission participants brightened the day of the ALEH
residents by embracing them like members
of their own families and engaging them in

The Yeshiva of Flatbush students embraced
the ALEH residents like members of their
own families, buoying their spirits and making them feel loved and included.

sensory enhancement games.
Feeling very much at home, the Yeshiva of
Flatbush students took control of a music appreciation session that was already in progress, helping the students bang on drums
of varied sizes to make music and feel the
vibrations. Wide eyes and infectious smiles
followed.

Yeshiva of Flatbush students and faculty
help the ALEH staff and volunteers lead
parachute games at ALEH Jerusalem, to
the delight of the ALEH residents.
“ALEH’s goal is to give every individual
with complex disabilities in Israel the opportunity to reach their fullest potentials. We
work hard to change the way people view
those with disabilities, so that they are embraced and included, instead of shunned or
forgotten,” said Shlomit Grayevsky, Director
of ALEH Jerusalem.
“We look forward to visits from the Yeshiva of Flatbush because we know that the
warmth and excitement exuded by their students and faculty doesn’t simply buoy the
spirits of our amazing kids for a matter of
hours, but leaves an indelible mark on their
lives, as they feel like part of a global Jewish
family that genuinely cares about them. Disability inclusion is not a difficult task – all it
takes is the love and attention of individuals
who truly care, like the exceptional groups
from the Yeshiva of Flatbush that visit us several times every year.”
After assisting with some parachute games
that also delighted the ALEH residents, the
Yeshiva of Flatbush students presented ALEH
with beautiful gifts, a longstanding tradition
that is greatly appreciated by the hardworking ALEH staff and further cements the bond
between the two organizations.
Following the recruitment of an impressive ‘ALEH Ascend’ team for the Jerusalem
Marathon in March, ALEH Jerusalem continues to celebrate its 20th Anniversary in
style. Under the theme “The Unification of
all People in Jerusalem,” a nod to the 50th
anniversary of the historic reunification of
Jerusalem, ALEH will be organizing and hosting several events to celebrate its impact on
the acceptance and inclusion of individuals
with disabilities in Israel’s capital over the
last two decades.
Events will include the 7th Annual “ALEH
Marches Forward” event on the Jerusalem
Chords Bridge, a powerful and symbolic display
to encourage “bridging” the inclusion gap for
individuals with disabilities in Israeli society;
the inauguration of the new state-of-the-art rehabilitation floor at ALEH’s Jerusalem facility;
and a gala dinner to mark the anniversary and
honor the memory of Rivka Chervin-WeinbergCONTINUED ON P. 66
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Beauty Briefs
Risselle Naimark

Beauty Solutions
Cracked Compacts
Does your makeup break apart in your
handbag while in transit? Soft packaging
holds up best for various reasons. Look for
soft plastic tubes of lip gloss and rubberized compacts. They’re more durable than
hard plastic or metal cases, which can crack.
Cream blush and foundation also travel better than pressed powders, which break apart
easily. Makeup will also fare better when
stashed away in the side compartment of
your handbag as opposed to being tossed
loosely inside.

Brow Woes
Do you wonder what’s better for grooming brows – tweezing or waxing? You’re better off passing on the second option. There’s
too much room for burns and errors when
having eyebrow hairs ripped from the delicate area around your eyes. The best results
come down to shaping skills (yours or a
pro’s). Sharp tweezers and a light hand can
clean up arches, creating a youthful vibe
that fuller brows give the face. To protect
against irritation, stop using any Retin-A
products a few days before and after grooming brows. Before tweezing, wash your face
with warm water and a mild cleanser so that
hair comes out more easily. Soothe with a
calming salve after tweezing.

Look Well-Rested
Are you an insomniac or just too busy to
get enough hours of sleep and need a quick
fix for your dark undereye circles? The following tips will help you camouflage the
problem.
Start with an eye moisturizer to soften

the entire undereye area. Then use a brightening primer over that to set the moisturizer
and create a blurring effect. Next, apply your
foundation all over your face and follow up
with a good undereye concealer, which is a
bit lighter. This will sort of whitewash and
erase the imperfections. If that area is puffy,
use a darker shade of concealer to make the
puffiness recede and fix the problem. Then
brighten your eyes with warm, neutral shadows that mimic your skin tone. Skip heavy
highlighters or frosty colors on lids or anywhere near the nose area. The closer the
shimmer is to the undereye circles the darker they’ll appear. Draw the focus away from
the circles by applying highlighter far out on
the cheekbones. Finish off by curling your
lashes, applying a nice amount of mascara,
and making sure to fill in any sparse brows.
This will work in your favor to distract the
viewer’s eye from those dark circles.

Pressed for Time
Studies show that women who wear
makeup are perceived as healthier and
more successful than women who don’t.
Of course, applying makeup each morning
when heading to work can be challenging,
since time is of the essence. How do you attempt to look younger in 10 minutes?
Opt for a lightweight foundation or tinted moisturizer, which blends easily. You
can even improvise by skipping concealer
and applying some foundation under the
eyes, provided your circles are not too dark
or you don’t have too much to camouflage.
The same foundation can even be applied to
your lids as well. This will even out the color
and make your eyes appear larger, brighter,

Camouflage dark undereye circles

Opt for a lightweight
foundation or tinted
moisturizer, which
blends easily
and younger looking. Use either
a dark gel pencil liner on the top
lids only or apply some mascara
instead. For your lips, use a neutral rose-toned lipstick to add color. This is usually a foolproof color and suits many skin tones. You
can even add a dash of the same
color to your cheeks instead of
blush. This quick fix will get you
out the door faster when pressed
for time.

To protect against irritation, stop using
any Retin-A products a few days before
and after grooming brows

Risselle Naimark is a Professional Freelance Makeup Artist and Skincare Consultant. She
carries an extensive line of personalized skincare, cosmetics, and anti-aging products. Risselle
is also available for weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, makeup lessons, and all of your beauty needs. She
can be reached at 718 263-5517.

Look for soft plastic tubes of lip gloss and rubberized compacts. They’re
more durable than hard plastic or metal cases, which can crack
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Feelin’ Funny
Mordechai Schmutter

I’m Not Going To Say It Again

M

y 5-year-old son, Gedalya, whispered a secret to me this morning.
I love it when little kids whisper a
secret, and it’s not just them breathing into
your ear while you wait.
He said, “Daniel [my 11-year-old] thinks
we only have a certain amount of words in
our lives.”
I’ve heard this before. It’s in Sefer Chassidim, and every kid has a rebbi who tells
him this at some point. Though this seems
like something the rebbeim should really
take the time to explain, if they’re going to
bring it up. Because I’ve never heard of a
person who just suddenly runs out of words
one day. Though I think it means that when
you run out, you die. Like you suddenly get
hit by a bus. In mid-sentence. I also don’t
know if it means you can accidentally speed
through your words by talking to yourself
or singing in the shower, though I sure hope
not, because neither of those would be good
news for me.
I think at least the rebbi should say what
sefer he got it from. Because it sounds like
something some rebbi came up with to get
his class to stop talking.
Either way, though, I don’t know if this is
something you’re supposed to tell a 5-yearold. My kid was very worried. He asked me,
“So do we have, like, a thousand words?”
Um… No, I hope not. This article alone is
about 1,500. I wouldn’t want people to use
up their words reading my article and then
get hit by a bus.

In fact, Daniel himself later told me that
he only told this to Gedalia because Gedalia
wouldn’t stop talking one night when Daniel was trying to fall asleep.
“If you keep talking, you could die. Now
go to sleep.”
Wait. Is this why kids don’t say please
and thank you? Because it’s extra words?
Is this why a lot of people don’t say Good
Shabbos?
Though it would definitely explain words
like yuntiff, shallashudiss, and ksivachsimatova, not to mention the appeal of texting.

you don’t want the other person to know,
but you also want them to think you agree
with them, you can say, “You can say that
again. I wasn’t listening.” And then they’ll
say it again.
Try it with your wife.
Another phrase that accomplishes the
same nothing is, “You said it.”
“Oh, yeah, I did. Thanks for pointing that
out. Sometimes I just talk and I don’t realize it.”
You only say this when you agree with
the other person. If you don’t, you say, “I

I always like watching two idiots agree on something
and then one of them says, “Great minds think alike.”
And then they both nod
But then I got to thinking that maybe
there are some words that we can cut. We
say expressions all the time that don’t make
any sense, or are unnecessary altogether.
For example, take the phrase, “You can
say that again.”
I just said it. Why say it again?
This expression is actually used when
you hear the other person and you agree,
but you have nothing to say in response.
And now you just want him to repeat himself because people like hearing things they
already know they agree with.
In fact, if you’re ever not listening and

didn’t say that.” So if you agree, why make a
point of pointing out that the other person
said it? Are you trying to get out of any legal
repercussions?
“Your honor, I didn’t say it. The defendant said it, and then I clearly remember
saying, “You said it.” And then he said, “You
can say that again,” and then I said, “You said
it.” And then he said, “Great minds think
alike.”
“Great minds think alike” is something
you say when you both agree that there’s
nowhere for the conversation to go.
I always like watching two idiots agree
on something and then one of them says,
“Great minds think alike.” And then they
both nod.
The expression isn’t true anyway. Every
Gemara disproves that. You never have a
Gemara where two amoraim agree, and then
the second one goes, “Great minds think
alike.” And then they both nod. In fact,
most great minds keep coming up with new
amazing things that no one’s ever figured
out. That’s the definition of a great mind.
If great minds thought alike, two heads
wouldn’t be better than one. It would just
be twice as much nodding.
We also wouldn’t have expressions like,
“That’s a good question.”
Thanks. I thought of it myself.
This is usually something a speaker says
when he’s trying to buy time so he can think
of an answer. And it works, because, with
me at least, I generally don’t hear his answer
after that point. I’m too busy congratulating
myself for asking such a good question.
And speaking of speeches, what about
the phrase, “This person needs no introduction.”
Everyone knows this phrase, as it’s usually said during the introduction. This is
right before it suddenly occurs to everyone,
“Wait; there’s another speaker?” No matter how good a speech is, the worst part is
when you think it’s winding down, and then
you realize that the part you haven’t heard is
longer than the part you have.
It happens to be that after the speaker
says that, he always continues with the introduction. He should just get up and say,
“This person needs no introduction,” and
then sit back down. And everyone will still

think, “Wait; there’s more?”
People want to hear the speech; they
don’t want to hear the introduction. And
usually the guy giving the introduction
doesn’t want to be giving it either. The only
person who wants the introduction is the
person being introduced, because he doesn’t
want to just walk out onto a stage and start
talking while wondering if anyone has any
idea who he is. And you, the MC, were like,
“You need no introduction,” and he said,
“Yes I do,” and now you have to do it, but the
good news is you can still get the last word
in on this argument, because you can stand
in front of the crowd and say, “This person
needs no introduction,” and it’s not like he’s
going to stick out his head from behind the
curtain and go, “Yes I do!”
And speaking of yelling things
out, how about when people say, “I just sat
down!” People always seem mad about this,
like it’s your fault they just sat down. And
this is always a conversation closer, never an
opener.
“So vuss machst de?”
“I just sat down!”
Or: “I’d like to call up this person, who
needs no introduction.”
“I JUST SAT DOWN!”
People always yell this. And it’s usually people who require sounds effects and
several small kids pulling each other to get
them up.
How does sitting down triple the distance? Look, I needed you to do something,
but I didn’t want to bother you because you
were busy. Do you know how I know you’re
no longer busy? You just sat down!
But people exaggerate. It’s like the expression, “I’m so hungry, I could eat a horse.”
You mean halachically?
“Yes. I asked my rav.”
I’m trying to think of some kind of scenario where you could eat a horse. If you’re
stuck out in middle of the dessert and all
you have is a horse, why not just ride the
horse to somewhere with food? Even goyim
don’t eat horses. So where are you that you
have no other food, but you have a horse?
I guess the horse could be dead. Or you
could be stuck out on the ocean on a little
lifeboat, and it’s just you and the horse, and
he’s drinking all the water. And then you
somehow realize that you have cell phone
reception, so you call your rav, and you’re
like, “Can I eat the horse? It’s really hogging
the lifeboat.”
In general if someone says this, though,
chances are it means “his eyes are bigger
than his stomach.”
They are? Run for your life!
My eyes used to be bigger than my stomach, but now my stomach’s bigger, B”H.
Of course, if someone’s eyes were actually
bigger than his stomach, it’s not something
you would talk to people about. That’s not
nice. When you see someone like that, you
kind of just try to avoid eye contact, which
wouldn’t be easy, seeing as his eyes are bigger than his stomach.
I guess my point is, as they say, “Don’t be
sad; others have it worse.” And they said it. I
didn’t say it. Because if anything, this would
not cheer me up. It would make me sadder
to know that other people have it worse.
Isn’t that expression selfish?
“Ha ha, they have it worse!”
Why is this a reason not to be sad? Isn’t
that like saying, “Don’t be happy; others
have it better!”?
Um, that’s a good question.

Mordechai Schmutter is a weekly humor columnist for Hamodia, a monthly humor
columnist for The Jewish Press, and has written three books, all published by Israel Book
Shop. He also does freelance writing for hire. You can send any questions, comments, or
ideas to MSchmutter@gmail.com
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Side-Splitting Stand-Up
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Today, Russian President Vladimir Putin
said he had nothing to do with the firing
of FBI Director James Comey. Putin said,
“How could I? He’s still alive, isn’t he?”
– Conan O’Brien
I read that Facebook is shutting down its
virtual reality film studio. People were like,
“If I wanted to see my Facebook friends in
3D, I’d actually hang out with them.”
- Jimmy Fallon
In Florida, a 10-year-old girl pried herself
from the jaws of an 8-foot alligator. Then
the little girl remembered she lives in Florida, and climbed back in.
- Conan O’Brien
The White House announced yesterday
that President Trump fired FBI Director
James Comey. Yet another long-time dream
that Trump stole from Hillary.
- Seth Meyers
Yesterday, a brawl broke out at a Florida
airport after Spirit Airlines canceled several
flights. To restore control, airport police were
forced to fire Cinnabons into the crowd.
– Conan O’Brien
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The big story still is Trump firing FBI Director James Comey, and it turns out Comey had six years left on his 10-year term. It’s
easier get out of your FBI contract than it is
your AT&T contract.
– Jimmy Fallon
President Trump’s approval rating has
sunk to near-historic lows. According to a
new Quinnipiac poll, his approval rating is
down to 36 percent. If it gets down to the
20s he might start dating it.
– Jimmy Kimmel
Acting FBI Director Andrew McCabe
testified before the Senate Intelligence
Committee today. It went like this: “Do you
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth?” “I do.” “OK. You’re
fired.”
– Seth Meyers
I read about a coffee shop in Toronto
that doesn’t have any Wi-Fi to encourage
customers to talk to each other. Although
all the customers talk about now is how
they should really get Wi-Fi in this coffee
shop.
- Jimmy Fallon
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“Double Bill”

By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com
Difficulty Level: Medium

Down
1. B.S. from YU, e.g.
2. ___air
3. Participated in a siyum
4. Make like one requesting to convert
to Judaism
5. “Kens”
6. ___ long way (like the Jews in the
desert)
7. Mamet writes it well
8. Per ___ (parnasah term)
9. Acts like a shnorrer, perhaps
10. Be’er Sheva to Dimona dir.
11. TV job for Fran Fine
12. Weisz, Garfield or Radcliffee, e.g.
13. Another way to spell Israel’s Acre
18. Demand from one insisting a
Seder finish already
22. Like Israel’s treatment at the UN
23. Starting points?
24. “___ you!” (challenge one to dunk
for 2 minutes in the Dead Sea, e.g.)
25. Comic Kane
26. Catatonic states (for Ariel Sharon
and others)
27. Shows on Yes
32. Archangel (of death, at times)
mentioned in Talmud
34. Make like a shyster

See solution in this issue
35. Blue animated character in a 2011
film with Hank Azaria
37. Eilat tank?
38. ___ Hannah
39. Sacrifice site
41. Carvey who played Garth for
Michaels
42. Like a hero not (yet) recognized as
a Righteous Gentile
47. A rock hit by Moses, for one
49. “Do we not have ___ father?”
(Malachi 2:10)
51. Famous tower locale
52. Make a sacrifice impure
53. Peruvians that would have had
an extra long night when Joshua
stopped the sun
54. He did major Temple renovations
55. Last words on Arthur Miller
56. Sefardic food on Passover
60. Deg. for one doing the books at
Goldman Sachs
61. Reisman of Olympic fame
62. Readout in the ER, but not a
Hatzalah ambulance
63. Actress Long in Ben Younger’s
“Boiler Room”
64. Translation that goes with “gum”

Across
1. Notable Frank work
6. Wedding fragments
11. Org. of Stern and Silver
14. Lauder of note
15. Tref sounds
16. It might be in a warehouse in
Nevada, according to Spielberg
17. Bribe Leibovitz?
19. Ending with no-good or beat
20. Aaron Copland’s was 551-204475: Abbr.
21. Paskez and Orbit makes it
22. Biblical preposition
23. Having Haman and Hitler for a
meal?
28. ___ Mae Brown (Oscar winning
role for Whoopi Goldberg)
29. -Cone that wouldn’t last long in

the Negev
30. Subsection of the Shulkhan Arukh
31. Bruno who has a Jewish
grandmother
33. Texts referencing Him?
36. Evil individual
40. The start and finish of 17, 23, 51,
and 60-Across, e.g.
43. An animated twin voiced by Julie
Kavner
44. Played a Hannukah game
45. Shrimp
46. Lee who directed Kevin Kline in
“The Ice Storm”
48. Southern Hem. country where
kudu shofars are obtained
50. Snake in a plane with Indiana
Jones

51. A stunning sheitel?
55. Kind of Torah
57. ___ Gabriel
58. Div. of Lerner’s Nationals
59. One can keep the matzah off your
clothes
60. It is often higher than Skokie’s for
apartments
65. Storm rarely experienced in Israel
66. Code abided by the Israel Prison
Service
67. It once made more than 50% of
Israel’s cell phones
68. Start of a major Israeli city
69. Like Degas
70. The “E” of E.L. Doctorow (or
Degas)

CAN YOU SPOT 10 DIFFERENCES?
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Classifieds & Real Estate
Send in your Classified ads to Classifieds.QJL@gmail.com
Three line ad:
Four line ad:
Five line ad:

1 week - $15
1 week - $20
1 week - $25

EMPLOYMENT
Yeshiva Ketana of Queens is looking for
3rd-5th grade general studies teachers.
4 afternoons a week 1:30-4:30.
Warm environment, good pay.
Please call 917-742-8909
and email resume to rlswia@aol.com
Camp B’Yachad Queens Boy’s Division
Looking for Counselors
and Juniors Counselors.
Excellent pay! Awesome experience!
For more info Please call Rabbi Teichman
347-228-5939
Or email CampBYachadQueens@gmail.com
Camp B’Yachad Queens Girl’s Division
Looking for Counselors
and Juniors Counselors.
Excellent pay! Awesome experience!
For more info Please call Mrs. Baer
516-668-1988
Or email CampBYachadQueens@gmail.com
Looking for a shadow for a 10 year old
autistic, mid/high functioning boy of 10, for
upcoming summer at camp Chazak.
Please call 718-408-5401
Day Habilitation in Williamsburg seeking a
devoted girl/woman to work with special
needs adults. Transportation provided great
pay and benefits. Driver’s license a must. For
more information please call
718 302 3333 X 211
or email dayhab@hamaspikkings.org
Baal Korei wanted for small, orthodox shul in
Nassau County. Salary, Accomodations, and
Shabbos meals. Call Rabbi Sam Krasner at
516-444-2393
Bnos Malka Academy seeks
Kodesh and General Studies teachers
for September 2017. Candidates must possess
NYS certification or a masters in their content
area, and passionately believe that every
child can succeed. Please email resumes to
ekops@bnosmalka.org.
Bnos Malka Academy seeking
F/T secretary/receptionist
for September 2017. Candidate must be
organized, responsible, able to multi-task and
have exceptional interpersonal skills. Fluency
in Microsoft Word & Excel a must. Submit
resume to: ekops@bnosmalka.org.
Part time driver wanted for dry cleaning route.
Part time mornings and evenings
Call Marc 917-612-2300

2 weeks - $21
4 weeks - $36
2 weeks - $30
4 weeks - $48
2 weeks - $40
4 weeks - $60
Bnos Malka Academy seeks experienced
office manager. Candidate must be organized,
responsible and multi-task. Candidate will work
closely with the administration and possess
excellent interpersonal skills in communicating
with students, teachers and parents. Professional writing and editing skills and fluency
in Microsoft Office a must. Graphic design
experience is a plus. Send resume to
ekops@bnosmalka.org.
Are you tired of your present job or out of
work and looking for a job where you can
make good money and be your own boss.
We are looking to hire a MARKETING/SALES
SPECIALIST. Job will require your own car and
being computer/internet savy. If you consider
yourself a marketing professional, this is the
position for you. Opportunity to make unlimited income potential, Don’t delay. Give us a call
at 917-612-2300 • 917-612-2300
Queens’s office looking for full time
responsible secretary/office assistant –
knowledge of excel is a must.
Fax resumes 347-338-2056
SERVICES
Young man with car available for all kinds of
personal services. No job too small.
Contact Elliott at 718-427-0180
REAL ESTATE
Large One Bedroom Apartment in Lawrence.
Spacious Living Room/Dining Area.
Lots of Closet and storage Space. Underground Parking. Close to train. Motivated
Seller $118,000. Call 917-299-8082

TEACHERS LK Morah AM • Experienced/Grades 1-8/Small Classes
Kiruv Yeshiva for ZISSA YIDDISHA KINDERLACH • Hillcrest Queens •
T: 718-217-4700 • FX:718-217-8739 yeshivaprimaryjobs@gmail.com

TEACHERS General Studies Degreed/Experienced/PM/Small

Classes Grades 1-8

Hillcrest Queens Yeshiva T: 718-217-4700 FX:718-217-8739
yeshivaprimaryjobs@gmail.com

Secretary for Queens Kiruv Yeshiva Office

Computer literate • Responsible • Basic bookkeeping skills • Warm personality •
Monday - Friday • 718-217-4700 • Fax: 718-217-8739 • yeshivaprimaryjobs@gmail.com

Office Administrator at Yeshiva Primary School

210-10 Union Tpke • Hollis Hills, NY 11364 or 80-11 210th Street Jamaica, NY 11427
Tel: (718) 217-4700 • Fax: (718) 217-8739 • email: yeshivaprimaryschool@gmail.com
website: yeshivaprimary.com

HEART of MONSEY. TRADE in your 18 ft semi
attached for a 4-5 bdrm brick ranch on lush
full acre. Granite kitchen, finished bsmt,
walk out office a steal at 739,000.
Michelle Tendler, Realty Teams 914-906-2701
Large private bedroom available for rent
in all male house in the heart of KGH.
House is clean, quiet, non-smoking, SS/SK.
Centrally located, minutes from multiple shuls,
shopping, and bus stops.
$700 a month plus utilities.
Email Bhirsch14@gmail.com for more details.
Huge Parking Space
available 70th road and 153rd Street $250/month 718-812-6940
HOUSES WANTED
Looking for a house to rent in the KGH
neighborhood, good condition. We are looking
to move in the latest by Aug 25th
Please call Yisrael @ 347-8534417

Yeshiva Of Flatbush Rocks Disability Inclusion At ALEH
CONTINUED FROM P. 58
er, founder and longtime chair of the ALEH
Jerusalem Ladies Committee.
ALEH provides over 700 children from
around Israel with high-level medical and
rehabilitative care in four residential facilities. ALEH is their home and their family –
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. ALEH’s goal is
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to enable each child, regardless of the severity of the disability, to realize his or her fullest potential and live a high quality and fulfilling life. Over the last 34 years, ALEH has
become a global community based on the
principles of sensitivity, commitment and
kindness, making a difference in the lives of
Israel’s most vulnerable children and building a better, more caring world.
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