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MAKING 
NEWSPAPERS 
GREAT AGAIN

GREAT NEWSPAPER.   GREAT READERS.  
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Parashas Bamidbar
Hashem’s Love

Chumash Bamidbar is called the Chumash 
HaPekudim, the Book of Countings (Num-
bers), because it contains the various tribe-by-
tribe censuses that Moshe took of the Jewish 
nation. Rashi (1:1) says that due to Hashem’s 
great love for His people, He frequently count-

ed them. First there was a census when they 
le�  Egypt (see Shemos 12:37); then, following 
the tragic incident of the Golden Calf, they 
were counted again to see how many had sur-
vived a� er the sinners had been killed. � e 
third census, taken a month a� er the inaugu-

RABBI SHOLOM SMITH, REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH
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MORDY MEHLMAN, PUBLISHER

FJJ Publisher ś Message

A Commitment for Eternity
Last Motzoi Shabbos, I had the zechus of 

witnessing history. 
As the � nal Navi Shiur of the season came 

to a close, Rabbi Yisroel Reisman humbly 
announced that it was the completion of 30 
years of his Motzei Shabbos Navi Shiurim in 
Flatbush. � rough his trailblazing Shiurim, 
Rabbi Reisman has truly turned Saturday 
Night into Motzei Shabbos for the thousands 
who have attended the shiurim over the years. 
� is includes a couple who once told me that 
they never missed going to the movies on 
Saturday nights, until they never missed 
going to Rabbi Reisman’s Shiur on 
Motzei Shabbosim. 

Through his 30 year streak 
encompassing over 800 popular 
Navi Shiurim, known as “Pathways 
of the Prophets” he has comprehensively and 
entertainingly taught many hundreds of diverse 
topics. They include: Kosher Giraffe Meat, 
Astronomy for Beginners, Lessons for In-Laws, 
My Favorite Segulos, When Rashi is not Rashi, 
� e Mystery of the Missing Years, and Why the 
Kallah’s Family pays for the Wedding, to name 
just a few.

What’s the trick in maintaining a 30 year 
streak of Shiurim, attended by hundreds each 
week and watched live by others around the 
world, as far as London and Yerushalayim? 
I believe the answer is both simple and 
di�  cult, simple to understand and di�  cult to 
accomplish. Rabbi Reisman, like many other 
Roshei Yeshiva, Rabbonim, and Maggidei 
Shiur in our communities, has committed his 
life and devoted his resources to inspiring and 
motivating us to greater spiritual levels. His 
sel� essness and countless hours of preparation 
for every shiur has provided us the opportunity 
to learn and understand the Neviim like 
never before. � rough his uncompromising 
devotion to us, he continues to open new 
vistas in limud haTorah, including the 
growing � ursday Night Mishmar Program 
throughout our communities. 

To persevere through three decades of 
shiurim, I believe Rabbi Reisman lives with 
the motto of “asu, v’Ani itchem”, the posuk 
his revered Rebbe, Moreinu HoRav Avrohom 
Pam, zt”l, frequently quoted and lived by 
as well. Anything can be accomplished, for 
with sincere initiation Hashem joins with 
you. May Hashem continue to imbue siyata 
dishmaya , so that the many hundreds of Navi 
Shiur attendees be zoche to at least 30 more 

years of Rabbi Reisman's monumental 
Harbotzas Torah.

� e story could have been di� erent 
and so too, can it be di� erent in our 
lives. When Rabbi Reisman was 

approached 30 years ago to begin 
a Motzei Shabbos shiur for a few 
fathers waiting for their children 

at a weekly Pirchei event, he could easily have 
turned them down. A� er all, Motzei Shabbos 
is coveted family time, especially for a person 
with the myriad obligations of a Rosh Yeshiva 
and Rov combined. Lucky for us, Rabbi 
Reisman said yes, and the rest is history. 

To paraphrase a famous story with the 
Netziv, imagine if Rabbi Reisman had said 
no, and took the easy way out. After 120 
years, he would come to Shomayim, and 
they would ask him “What happened to 
the thousands of Motzei Shabbos Navi 
shiurim?” He would answer “What Navi 
shiurim?”, and they would respond: “Many 
decades ago you were asked to give shiurim 
every Motzei Shabbos, and you declined. 
You had good reason, but because of that 
decision, thousands of people were deprived 
of thousands of shiurim forever.” 

What a great lesson for us as we approach 
Shavuos – Zman Matan Toraseinu. We all can 
accomplish great things – in our learning and 
so many other important endeavors – if we only 
answer yes when the question is asked. Shavuos 
is an opportune time to appreciate our Torah 
leaders, and follow in their lo� y footsteps. � en 
we too can make commitments for eternity.

� is includes a couple who once told me that 
they never missed going to the movies on 
Saturday nights, until they never missed 
going to Rabbi Reisman’s Shiur on 

Through his 30 year streak 

years of Rabbi Reisman's monumental 
Harbotzas Torah.

� e story could have been di� erent 
and so too, can it be di� erent in our 
lives. When Rabbi Reisman was 

approached 30 years ago to begin 
a Motzei Shabbos shiur for a few 
fathers waiting for their children 
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כה תאמר לבית יעקב

Join the  
Worldwide 
Women's 
Teleconference
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אז 

נדברו

בהדרכת כ”ק אדמו”ר מסקולען 
שליט”א וגדולי הרבנים שליט”א

OZ NIDBERU  
646.448.2778

This ad was sponsored לע״ננ three young mothers
  נמרת יהודית מרים ע״ה בת
יבלח״ט ר׳ פנחס אליהו נ״י

Shischa (Stern)

  מרת הינדא חנה ע״ה בת
יבלח״ט ר׳ יצחק חיים נ״י

Rottenberg (Seltenreich)

  מרת חוה סערל ע״ה בת
יבלח״ט ר׳ צבי דוב הלוי נ״י

Kasten (Itzkowitz)
May the zechus hamitzvah ננננננננbe an עלי׳ for their נשמות,  

and may they beמליצי יושר  נננננ for נננננtheir families and for Klal Yisroel

Listen to the timely 
messages of

Rav Elya  
BRUDNY 

שליט״א

Rav Avrohom Chaim 
 FEUER 

שליט״א

Rav Moshe Tuvia 
 LIEFF 

שליט״א
A special message of Divrei Bracha 
from the R' Chaim Kanievsky שליט״א  

for all our listeners

646.726.9977
712.432.8286

Also available on 

Available on both local and international phone numbers

Chazak Inspiration Line  
718.258.2008

Inspire by Wire  
718.906.6451

Kol Halashon  
718.906.6400

Thursday, June 9  
at 9:00 pm et

In our final approach toward הר סיני,  
come join a live teleconference  

preparing us כאיש אחד בלב אחד for  קבלת התורה. 

TONIGHT!
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 124

Rabbi Nosson Scherman
Food for Angels – A Shavuos Message

� e Talmud’s account of Moses’ ascent 
to heaven to receive the Torah is familiar 
and much-quoted. � e angels protested 
that the Torah should not be given to Is-
rael; the Torah was too holy and man was 
too lowly. Why should it be lowered and 
presented to human beings who, at best, 
are � awed? � e angels wished to harm 
Moses, but Hashem protected him and 
made him look like the Patriarch Abra-
ham. Hashem said, “When I sent three 
of you to Abraham to inform him that he 

and Sarah would have a 
son, he prepared a feast 
for you. You ate his 
food, and now you wish 
to harm him? 

Hashem instructed Moses to convince 
the angels. He said, “� e Torah com-
mands that we must honor our mothers 
and fathers – do you have parents? � e 
Torah commands us to remember the ex-
odus from Egypt – were you enslaved in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 117

My Shavuos Hope…
“A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.” I’m sure you’ve 

heard that expression. But what makes “a little knowledge” 
so “dangerous?” Because once we know something, it’s a tiny 
leap to believe that we know everything. Today, more than 
ever before, we are a generation of ‘know it alls.’ Everybody 
is an expert. And we are so smart and so knowledgeable that 
we no longer believe in things that we don’t fully understand. 
What a shame. Our ancestors were way ahead of us. � ey 
knew that the human mind is limited. � ey had something 
precious that we lost – emunah pshuta. To me, Shavuos, is a 
celebration of two words – na’aseh v’nishma. FIRST we do, 
then we listen. � is Yom Tov, let’s teach our kids (and our-
selves) to believe…even when we don’t fully understand.

Just believe.

RABBI YAAKOV SALOMON

 ut of the Box MUSINGS ON 
TIMELY ISSUESRabbinic Message A WEEKLY DRASHA FROM 

FLATBUSH RABBONIM

A Very Special Little Girl
I just returned from the levaya of Cheli 

Bergman, a � ve year old child who passed 
away a� er a year-long illness.

A� er going to the levaya, and I’m sure 
whoever was there can agree with me, I 
am le�  feeling somehow more inspired 
than depressed. I witnessed parents in 
tremendous pain conduct themselves with 
a dignity and acceptance of Hashems plan 
that is unparalleled. Chely for sure was the 
amazing little girl because she grew up 
in that house. To not complain about her 
situation, and rather just ask for assistance 
in doing what she wanted to do can be a 
lesson to all of us. How o� en we get caught 
up in the unfairness of things and lose sight 
of the possible solutions that exist. Such 
tragedies are meant to teach us and we are 
supposed to grow from them. How ironic 
that a 5 year old girl can teach a room full 
of grown-ups how to behave. Let’s all try 
to greet each day as the bracha it truly is 
and never lose sight of the gi� s Hashem has 
given us. Hopefully such hard lessons won’t 
be needed and we should merit Moshiach 
quickly.

Inspired in Flatbush

Shabbos Siren
In response to “someone who doesn’t 

complain:” How can you compare the 
Shabbos siren to church bells? You seem to 
be missing the number one premise here. 
We are guests in this country and city. 

Albeit Flatbush, Boro Park, etc. might 
feel like we own it; but, we don’t. United 
States for now is a “medina shel chesed” that 
does not condone abuse of our rights. 

What right do we have to disrupt 
the peaceful Friday evenings of all hard 
working people?! You question church 

bells, they are the “Balai Batim” here. � ey 
have that prerogative. They don’t need 
permits for church bells; we do for sirens. 
It might seem insigni� cant to you that we 
just seem to do as we please. 

The Meshech Chochma in last week 
Parsha , says, and I quote (printed in 1923) 
“shechoshvim Berlin hee Yerushalayim”. 
Su�  ce it to say, let’s not hallucinate and 
think Flatbush hee Yerushalayum. 

P.S. To the tzaddik who is in the shower 
as the siren is ringing, that siren is not 
meant for you (V’hamaiven yavin)!!

S.K.

More FJJ’s
We need more FJJ papers printed! All 

the stores are already out of the paper 
by � ursday a� ernoon. Please print and 
distribute more copies!

FJJ Fanatic

Prisoners Enjoy FJJ
My relative was just incarcerated in 

Otisville federal prison, and I read once 
in the letters to the editor that some of the 
inmates have enjoyed reading the FJJ, as it 
is a piece of home for them. Can you mail it 
to him? Can I order a subscription? 

S.F.

Breathtaking FJJ Cover
In general, the front page of the FJJ, is 

magni� cent and inspiring! Adjectives such 
as clean, sharp, elegant, graceful, would 
well describe their appearance. 

But this past week’s cover - with the eight 
Gedolei Hador - was so breathtaking that 
I found myself studying and examining it 
for a long time! I was totally mesmerized by 
the paintings lifelike and realistic depiction 
of these esteemed and venerable men!

All letters must be typed and emailed. Letter writers authorize the Publisher to edit letters due to space constraints, subject matter or Rabbinic direction.

Letters to the Editor EMAIL 
EDITOR@THEFJJ.COM

WEATHER FORECAST

FRIDAY

THURSDAY
June 9

Mostly Sunny

AM Showers

Mostly Cloudy

June 11

June 13

June 10

June 12
SUNDAY

MONDAY

74˚ 58˚

76˚ 59˚

74˚ 66˚

75˚ 61˚

72˚ 61˚

Mostly Sunny

June 14
TUESDAY

76˚ 62˚

76˚ 64˚

Sunny

Partly Cloudy

June 15
WEDNESDAY

Partly Cloudy

SATURDAY

Hatzolah 718.230.1000
Chaveirim 718.431.8181
Shomrim 718.338.9797
Misaskim 718.854.4548
Police 70 PCT 718.851.5511
Police 61 PCT 718.627.6611

NYC Helpline 311
Emergency 911
Poison Control 800.222.1222
Bikur Cholim 718.253.3119
Torah Phone 718.436.4999
Kol Halashon 718.906.6400
Sovri 888.613.1613

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

TEHILLIM LIST
jukho: 
vrc jhho aknv ci mhhyg ktv

vrc n,,hvu jhho ci gyk

hux; tkhvu ci chkt

khcv hvush, c, hufcs

bjnhw ci nkfv dhyk

rhbv jhw c, ktv

dhyk rhbv c, htk

tcrvo ci ktv

nav bjni ci nkfv nrho

nrsfh sus anjv ci nrho nat yucv

nav ztc ci rjk

rptk cmktk nrsfh ci jbv rhhzk

arv nkfv c, phhdt prshk

duksv c, nrho

jhho crul hvusv ci vhbst arv

rw aknv jbi ci jbv zhxk

hmje anutk ci pag arv

mhrk c, tk,r rcev

hutk ci hyk

rptk jhho hagh ci jhv

rw angui ci khzv kuxhv

rcev ktv c, jbv nbujv

nauko b,i hvusv ci yatrbv

hmje ci scurv

rptk jhho mch ci ktv

tx,r c, nrho

hartk suc ci dhyk

jhv tx,r c, phhdt hgbyt

rw hartk tcrvo ci ahhbt rjk 

rw haghw hgec ci rhhzgk

rw hdk ci hgk

tkhgzr ci rjk

anjv c, nrho

nbjo nbsk ci pgrk shbv

tx,r vhbsv c, aprv

sc haghv ci tx,r

rw nav hmje ci xhrk

mch nbjo ci tx,r

tx,r c, jbv rhcv

crul vkk ci rcev

zhxk c, rjk

tar haghw ci vhbst btfv

hartk phhuk ci jbv chhkv

tvri mch ci zksv

rjk jhw c, tx,r

rw hmje anutk ci pgat arv

sus rptk jhho ci xuphwv

rtuci ci vgbt

hux; nkl ci arv aprv

arv c, rcev rjk

tcrvo cbhni ci rjk c,acg

hux; hvusv ci ahbstk

acuho: 
akuo nrsfh vkuh ci rcev

suc hartk nrsfh ci jhv arv

mch ci pbhbv

heu,htk hvusv bjni ci arv

zfrhv aknv ci nrho

rui ci c,hv

dht ci rhbv
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2016
 UÆGA, IUHX ZÆH

RECEPTION 7 PM
DINNER 8 PM

KINGSWAY JEWISH CENTER
2902 KINGS HIGHWAY

SINAI ACADEMY YESHIVA HIGH SCHOOL

28TH28
ANNIVERSARY

DINNER

Shia Bernath
HARAV ELYA SVEI ZT”L MEMORIAL AWARD

NÆFV CUS KTUNA CRV IC VAN RZGHKT 'R ,NAB HUKGK

Eli Harrar d Yakov Klotz
KIRUV LEVOVOS AWARD

Leo Novikov
SRULY MILLER A”H ALUMNUS AWARD

  For information, reservations or journal ads: 
Call 718-256-7400 ext 210

Fax 718-256-7786
Email: sinaidinnerads@yahoo.com 

2025 79th Street   Brooklyn, NY 11214

Rabbi Aryeh Katzin 
MENAHEL

Nochum Dick
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

 Mordechai Blaustein 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Sinai Academy is a Yeshiva 

High School for immigrants 

from the former Soviet Union. 

Under the leadership of Rabbi 

Aryeh Katzin, hundreds of boys 

from our neighborhoods are 

discovering the joys of learning 

and living Torah. Many of Sinai 

Academy’s alumni continue 

their learning in mainstream 

Yeshivos throughout America 

as well as in Eretz Yisroel. Some 

of these boys have already 

taken leadership roles as they 

are serving as mentors  

to others. 

NEWLOCATION

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO  
MR. AND MRS. AVROHOM AND MARILYN REISMAN VÆG

PRESENTED TO 

Rabbi & Mrs.Yisroel Reisman
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A central part of all of our lives is overcoming the multitude of challenges 
that we will inevitably face. A formula that could bring positive results to these 
challenges and allow us tranquility and peace of mind in the process, would be 
a most coveted acquisition. Fortunately, we are blessed with such a formula to 
succeed: Bitachon. The Eliezer Institute, a project of Priority-1 and established 
by Westwood Realty Associates, is dedicated to strengthening Bitachon, and the 

underlying Emunah upon which it is based.

A Project of:

Please send in personal 
Hashgacha Pratis stories to 

theeliezerinstitute@gmail.com
to be disseminated to help 
inspire others in Bitachon.

Organize a lecture in your 
shul that will guide you in 

enhancing your relationship 
with Hashem.

Email 
theeliezerinstitute@gmail.com 

to join the mailing list for
inspiration in Bitachon
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ANNUAL 
CARNIVAL 
AND BIKE 
ETCHING

BRING
YOUR BIKE!

BRING
YOUR BIKE!

KIDS FUN IN THE SUN
Activities: carnival rides, including rock climbing 
and 30-ft slide
Bicycle accessories: helmets, reflectors and more
Refreshments: pizza, french fries, drinks, ice cream 
and more

ETCHINGETCHINGETCHING

pizza, french fries, drinks, ice cream 

Date: 

Wednesday, June 15 
(rain Date: June 16)

Location: 

Avenue P and
Bedford Avenue
Time: 

From 4PM until Dusk

FLATBUSH SHOMRIM

בס״ד

Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch

Senator
Simcha Felder

Funding for this event 
made possible by:

FREE
COMMUNITY- 
WIDE SPECIAL 

EVENT

Grand raffle prizes
TWO $350 gift certificates at Roy’s Bicycles

OUR SPONSORS

Senator
Simcha Felder

Funding for this event 
made possible by:

Senator
Simcha Felder

Funding for this event 
made possible by:
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BJX: Brooklyn’s Shining Light
“One of the most inspiring and remarkable 

sights I’ve ever seen was when I passed by the 
BJX Beis Medrash on a Friday night. I honestly 
thought I was at the Kosel. Never before 
had I seen something like this in Brooklyn. 
There were Jews without yarmulkes; young, 
successful looking secular Jews exiting from 
BJX all looking exuberant and inspired, 
celebrating Shabbos. It reminded me of the 
song. ‘Just one Shabbos and we’ll all be free!’ 
It’s amazing that these unaffiliated Jews 
are made to feel so comfortable with all the 
frum people that regularly daven at BJX. 
We all owe a debt of gratitude to BJX for 
creating unprecedented achdus and shalom in 
Brooklyn,” said Simcha G.  

The BJX Kehilla and organization is 
constantly expanding their community 
programs and events,” shared an enthusiastic 
mispallel. They’re in midst of running a popular 
Adventures in Jewish Philosophy series for 
young professionals taught by Rabbi Benchaviv, 
and are gearing up for another spectacular 
Shavuos of all-night learning. It’s marketed to 
unaffiliated people as the “Red Bull All-Night 
Learn Fest.” Last year their Beis HaMedrash 
was packed with many enthusiastic Jews of all 
backgrounds who learned most of the night 
and morning. After Shavuos they will be 
resuming several popular programs at their 
Kings Highway Center. Many people have 
connected to their Jewish heritage by attending 
BJX’s six week Hebrew Crash Course. Secular 
Jews are exposed for their first time to the 
Aleph Beis and Lashon Hakodesh and have 
an opportunity to form a relationship with the 
rabbis. BJX will also be running its outstanding 
and successful Jewish Leadership program for 
public high school students. 

“From the Pirchei for young children, to 
the Pirkei Avos shiur for men, to the Thursday 
Mishmar, to the Sefer HaChinuch shiur after 
shalosh seudos, to the Sunday morning shiur 
of fascinating shei’los, and the daily shiurim, 
the rabbis are always looking to increase 
Torah learning,” beamed Yossi. 

Last week Brooklyn Jewish Xperience 
opened to the community and their students 
Thursday night Mishmar with one-on-one 
learning, cholent and beer. Everyone received 
comprehensive source sheets on the Halachic 
parameters of telling a lie. Rabbi Moshe Fingerer 
offered a fascinating summary of the sugya 
being studied. He then spoke about different 
applications where lying was permitted (i.e. for 
peace, to praise a bride, and cases of modesty and 
humility) and discussed whether the common 

practice of ice cream manufactures not listing 
propylene glycol (antifreeze) as an ingredient 
in their products was acceptable according to 
Halacha. According to the FDA, propylene 
glycol is a non-toxic form of antifreeze and safe 
in small amounts. Ethylene glycol, in contrast, is 
the toxic form of antifreeze and harmful in even 
small proportions. He highlighted that the Yam 
Shel Shlomo (Yevamot 6:46) explains that even 
if it’s permitted to alter the truth it should not 
be done regularly. The participants delved into 
Rashi (Bava Metzia 23b) who explains that for 
modesty or humility one can change the truth. 
They examined Rabbi Yishmael’s teaching that, 
“Great is peace, for even The Holy One, Blessed 
is He, alters [words] for its sake (Yevamos 65b),” 
and pondered over Beis Hillel’s words that, “We 
give praise and say that the bride is pleasant and 
kind (Kesuvos 16b-17a).”  Some were excited to 
learn that the Mishnah (Nedarim 27b) says that 
to protect oneself, it is permissible to lie to an 
extortionist who is trying to take one’s money 
or property. However, one caveat of Rashi 
(Rashi, Yevamot 63a) was emphasized during 
the Mishmar learning : Although it may be 
warranted to change the truth, this applies only 
for adults but a child shouldn’t. This is to prevent 
children from developing negative habits. “The 
Mishmar was a great opportunity. I definitely 
learned some new things”, said one young man.

What makes BJX unique are the Rabbeim’s 
dynamic ruach and their passion to encourage 
other people to grow in Yiddishkeit. 

This past Shabbos five unaffiliated couples 
joined a large group of collegiate and young 
professionals at the weekly BJX Shabbaton. 
Many from the group returned for Shabbos 
lunch and enjoyed their seudah at the homes 
of the rabbis and BJX mentors. Baruch 
Hashem each couple expressed serious interest 
in learning more Torah and in attending 
more classes. Thanks to the generosity of 
BJX mispallelim and community members 
three unaffiliated young professionals will be 
attending learning programs in Eretz Yisroel 
this summer and several youth-at-risk are 
attending different Yeshivos in Yerushalayim 

this zman.

BJX specializes in 
servicing 5 segments 
of the community.  

1) Secular and Unaffiliated Collegiate 
and Young Professionals:  Has weekly 
Shabbatons and offers an array of courses 
including a Hebrew Crash Course, 
Leadership Course, and Essentials on 
Judaism. Many college students and YJPs 
are now Shabbos observant and have gone 
to learn in Israel. 

2) Secular Students from Local Public 
High Schools:  Offers 6 week Jewish 
Leadership Courses and Shabbatonim. 
Our last class of public school graduates 
had 100% enrollment in our Shabbaton, 
experiencing their first Shabbos!

3) Kids-at-risk: Provides a warm home 
and vocational program for at-risk high 
school teens from our community.

4) Chasidim:  Young adults from 
heimish homes who left the  derech  and 
attended Footsteps. Many have joined BJX 
and fortunately returned to Yiddishkeit!

5) Chizuk  L’krovim: Their burgeoning 
Beis Medrash, an assortment of public 
events and community seminars, as well 
as a helpline, videos, CDs and Yom Tov 
programs gives rejuvenation and spiritual 
oxygen to so myriads of frum people. 

BJX encourages people to suggest to 
their unaffiliated colleagues to join their 
programs. They can be reached at 646-397-
1544. Their website is www.bjxcenter.com
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Maran Hagaon Harav  
Chaim Kanievsky, shlit"a
and Maran Hagaon Harav  
Aron L. Steinman, shlit"a

will pray and conduct 
a Mi Shebeirach Facing the 
Sefer Torah For the refuah 
and success of Contributors 
to  Kupat Ha'ir  

On Shavuos day, at Kriyas Hatorah

להחלימם
מי שברך...

ולהחיותם

"

"
להחזיקם

לרפאותם

THE SEGULAH

The segulah:
“On erev Shavuos, one should 
set aside 91 perutos and then 
(add more) to complete the 
(numerical equivalent) of 
twice the word ben, and one 
should give them to a needy 
and humble Torah scholar".

“And this is a segulah for the barren and 
it hastens the Redemption…

That Brought Thousands of 
Children Into The World

►In our times, Gedolei Hador have instructed 
to give $ 104. Kupat Ha’ir commits itself to 
distribute all the money on erev Shavuos 
to needy Torah scholars. ►You can also 
contribute via credit card and other methods 
of payment. ► In addition all names will be 
transferred to the Gedolei Hador, shlit”a, for 

blessing and prayer.

Mail your donation to: American Friends of Kupat Hair 
4415 14th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11219

24 1-888-KUPATHAIR5 8 7 2 8 4 2

Donate Online: www.kupat.org

IRIR
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Mesivta Tiferes Shmuel 2nd Awards Dinner
Draws an Over�owing Crowd

A standing-room only crowd 
gathered at Yad Yosef Torah 
Center this past �ursday night, 
June 2nd , to show their support 
at Mesivta Tiferes Shmuel’s 2nd 
Awards Dinner, entitled 
“Celebrating our First 
Graduating Class”.

Parents, grandparents and many 
of the Flatbush community came 
to show Hakaros Hatov to a 
Mosad that is producing real Bnei 
Torah. �e feeling of achdus, and 
the koach of the Hanhala to reach 
every talmid and help him shteig, 
was felt by all in attendance.

R’ Eliezer Ginsburg, Rosh Kollel 
Yeshivas Mir, in his heartfelt 
drasha described how choshuv 
this Mesivta is and the high 

quality Bnei Torah it is 
producing. He urged the crowd to 
send more talmidim to Tiferes 
Shmuel, so that they too can 
bene�t from the warmth and 
chinuch o�ered at Mesivta Tiferes 
Shmuel.

R’ Yitzchok Heller, Menahel, 
thanked the choshuveh parent 
body for their active partnership 
in being mechanech their 
children. He described the 
unparalleled devotion that the 
Rabbeim have, not allowing 
anything to stand in their way. 
With 26 twel�h grade Bochurim 
graduating this year, who are all 
moving on to elite Yeshivos for 
Beis Medrash here, and in Eretz 
Yisroel, Mesivta Tiferes Shmuel 
has proven itself as a yeshiva thtat 
will deliver amazing success 
stories.
A special video presentation 
which featured a glimse into a 
typical Mesivta day of learning, 
shiurim, along with the simcha 
that permeates the classrooms 

and hallways le� the crowd 
spellbound. �e video than 
turned to the 12 th grade 
graduation trip to Eretz Yisroel 
which was the most memorable 
trip ever.

All in attendance le� with a 
feeling that “I am proud that my 
son attends Mesivta Tiferes 
Shmuel.”

FOR REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE MESIVTA OFFICE AT (718) 258-7007
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For more  
information and to 

reserve your  
rain barrel, call  

Councilman Deutsch’s 
District Office at 
718-368-9176 



14FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comJUNE 9, 2016

BROOKLYN:
1505 Coney Island Ave.

718.676.7706
Sunday & Legal Holidays 10-6,

Mon. - Wed. 10-7, Thurs. 10-9, Fri. 10-2:45

LONG ISLAND:
467 Central Avenue

516.295.5006
Sunday & Legal Holidays 10-6,

Mon., Tues. & Thurs. 10-6, Wed. 10-9, Fri.10-2:45

BROOKLYN:
5020 13th Avenue

718.972.4665
Sunday & Legal Holidays 10 - 6,

Mon. - Wed. 10 - 7, Thurs. 10 - 8, Friday 10-2:45

LAKEWOOD:
1700 Madison Ave.

732.987.9480
 Sunday & Legal Holidays 10-6,

Mon. - Thurs. 10-7, Friday 10-2:30

TEANECK:
215 W. Englewood Ave.

201.530.7300
Mon. 10-7, Tue. 10-8, Wed. 10-9, Thurs. 11-8,

Friday 10-2:45, Closed Saturday & Sunday

www.emporioclothing.com

Visit the
Boy’s Store
at Emporio

50%
OFF

UP TO

SALE
Now, the �nest Italian suits, sport jackets, pants,

shirts, polos, ties, accessories & shoes can
be purchased at tremendous savings!
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TRACTATE  NEDARIM
NEW!

NEW!

schottensteın Edıtıon Englısh yerushalmı

עבודה זרה,
אבות, 
הוריות

COMPLETE IN ONE VOL.

the Ryzman Hebrew Edıtıon of Mıshnayos
Volume dedicated in memory of 

HaGaon R’ Chaim Yisroel Belsky זצ״ל

Featuring the “Insights” 
section, bringing a 

contemporary focus to the 
words of the Midrash!

SEDER NEZIKIN 
NOW COMPLETE

Sefer Bamidbar 
Vols. 1 and 2:

Bamidbar-Nasso

The Kleinman Edition Midrash 
Rabbah features ArtScroll/Mesorah’s 
acclaimed phrase-by-phrase 
translation and elucidation of the 
text, with explanatory footnotes 
that clarify difficult passages and 
concepts.

Dedicated by 
The Kleinman Family

Milstein edition of BamidbarMilstein edition of BamidbarMilstein edition of BamidbarMilstein edition of BamidbarMilstein edition of BamidbarMilstein edition of BamidbarMilstein edition of Bamidbar NEW! SEFER 

BAMIDBAR

Coming soon: 
Sefer Bamidbar Vol. 3

4 Phrase-by-Phrase translation and commentaries right on the Vilna page

4 Cutting-Edge Search Feature Search for any word or phrase in both Hebrew and English throughout the entire 
Talmud, Talmud commentaries, and the Schottenstein Elucidation and Notes

4 1 Million Hyperlinks Get instant access to ANY Talmud reference without leaving the page you are on

4 Color Coding Option Visually see where each thought of the Talmud starts and stops with Color 
Coding that shows you what is a Statement /Question / Answer / Inquiry or Proof

4 Commentary Highlighting  Enjoy a fully interactive Vilna page. When you tap on a phrase, the app will 
even highlight the corresponding Rashi, Tosafos, and other commentaries and annotations 

TALMUD APP NOW IN BOTH ENGLISH AND HEBREW EDITIONS

dedicated by Jay and 
Jeanie Schottenstein 

Joseph and Lindsay, 
Jonathan, Jeffrey

The Vilna folios are 
adapted from the 

Moznaim Nehardaa 
Edition.

DOWNLOAD 10 BLATT IN ENGLISH & HEBREW FOR FREE! For download instructions, visit www.artscroll.com/freeapp

For more information on the new 
ArtScroll App visit: 

www.artscroll.com/app

Dedication opportunities are available. 
718/921-9000 option 5 

heritage@mesorahheritage.org

WASSERMAN 
DIGITAL INTIATIVE 

dedicated by 
Stanley and Ellen 

Wasserman

The entire Digital English Talmud is now complete!

Available for your Apple and Android devices.

The following ArtScroll sefarim are available for your daily learning programs: 
The Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi; Yad Avraham Mishnah Series; Schottenstein Edition Mishnah Elucidated;  

Ryzman Edition Hebrew Mishnah; Kleinman Edition Kitzur Shulchan Aruch; Kleinman Edition Daily Dose of Torah.
This Shabbos, Sivan 5: Daf Yomi Bavli – Bava Kamma 11 / Daf Yomi Yerushalmi – Shekalim 17 / Mishnah Yomi – Demai 5:1-2 / Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Yomi – 96:1-5

The following ArtScroll sefarim are available for your daily learning programs:
The Schottenstein Edition Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi; Yad Avraham Mishnah Series; Schottenstein Edition Mishnah Elucidated; 

Ryzman Edition Hebrew Mishnah; Kleinman Edition Kitzur Shulchan Aruch; Kleinman Edition Daily Dose of Torah.
This Shabbos, Sivan 5: Daf Yomi Bavli – Bava Kamma 11 / Daf Yomi Yerushalmi – Shekalim 17 / Mishnah Yomi – Demai 5:1-2 / Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Yomi – 96:1-5

Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

he Ryzman Hebrew Edıtıon of Mıshnayos

NOW THROUGH 
JUNE 27, 2016

the Ryzman Hebrew Edıtıon of Mıshnayos
202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFFlist

prices% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFFpricesprices

of ArtScroll’s more than 2,000 titles 
of ArtScroll’s more than 2,000 titles 
of ArtScroll’s more than 2,000 titles 202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020202020ALL202020202020202020202020% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF202020202020202020% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF% OFF

JUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALEJUNE SALE
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KEEPING QUIET IN SHUL IS A ZECHUS FOR PARNASSAH, SHIDDUCHIM, REFUOS & YESHUOS!
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KEEPING QUIET IN SHUL IS A ZECHUS FOR PARNASSAH, SHIDDUCHIM, REFUOS & YESHUOS!
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KHAL KESER YISROEL MORDECHAI 
     2016 Avenue L                  Horav Meir Platnick    -   '  
 

We invite you to join us for these wonderful  or come and learn with your chavrusa 

 in our    and   which will both be open all night for you.  
 

   
  

 12:15am – 1:15am           Horav Platnick 
 12:15am – 4:30am            R’ Mechel Schiffenbauer 

 12:20am – 1:20am  *  " -       R’ Shmuly Lowenthal 

 1:20am – 2:15am  **   regarding various foods  Horav Platnick 

 2:25am – 4:30am  *** Practical applications of      Horav Platnick 
 

 –    will begin at 4:45am 
        

We will also have our regular scheduled  at 8:45am 
 

Refreshments will be available in our Simcha Hall throughout the night. 
 

*    - " - This Shiur will take you on a tour through various Agadita Gemoros throughout Shas relating to   
 

**   regarding various foods: This informative and interactive Shiur will focus on a variety of food items and the Halochos that pertain to them. For 

instance what does one do with food or drinks left out and uncovered over night. What should we be aware of regarding  peeled eggs, peeled garlic and peeled onions. 
What is considered a sharp food, is it necessary to designate a special knife to cut them and is there more to know. Learn about what is today considered a "hard cheese" 
and what you must know about it. These plus other food items will be discussed during this Shiur.  
 

*** Practical  applications of  : This interactive and exciting Shiur will open your eyes to many areas where we need to be careful of in order not to 

transgress this important Lo Sasay. A partial list of topics to be discussed include, misleading information regarding Shidduchim, real estate transactions (for example - must 
I tell a potential buyer every little detail with the property they are interested in purchasing), inside knowledge on investments, giving advice to others when it will result in you 
directly benefitting from it, encouraging others to do something knowing there may be negative consequences, everyday occurrences that can occur at home when dealing 
with your spouse and / or children. These plus more areas where we need to be careful will be discussed. Come prepared with your own questions on this topic as well. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: On the 2nd night of Yom Tov (Sunday night) Rabbi Daniel Mechanic will be giving a special Shiur 
in our Bais Medrash from 11:30pm - 12:30am. Men and ladies are invited to attend 

  ד''בס 
 

 
  

We are pleased to announce 
that our moro d’asro, 

Rav Sholom Plutchok א''שליט  
will be giving a shiur 
in our beis medrosh 
on Shovuos night. 

 
The shiur will begin ה''בע  

at 12:30 AM on Motzoei Shabbos. 
 

The shul will be open all night for learning; 
refreshments will be provided. 

 
We will ה''בע  have two minyonim 

for Shacharis on Shovuos morning: 
the first minyan will begin brochos at 4:40 AM 
and the second will begin Mizmor Shir at 8:20. 

 
All are welcome! 

תשע״ו - לחג השבועות זמנים

Sun., June 12 – [אקדמות] יום א׳  Sat., June 11 –   ערב שבועות - שבת פ׳ במדבר  
4:13 a.m. עלות השחר 8:08 p.m. עש״ק הדלקת נרות
4:23 a.m. לבישת טלית 7:00 p.m. וקב״ש (מנין א׳) מנחה

.a.m 4:40 (בדיוק)  (השכמה) שחרית 8:30 p.m. וקב״ש (מנין ב׳) מנחה
5:25 a.m. הנץ החמה 8:15 a.m. שיעור אוחה״ק

9:10/8:34 a.m. סוף זמן ק״ש (מג״א/גר״א) 8:45 a.m. שחרית
9:00 a.m. (רגיל) שחרית 9:10/8:34 a.m. סוף זמן ק״ש (מג״א/גר״א)

יו״ט לכבוד קידושואח״כ  6:45 p.m. אבות ובנים
6:30 p.m. אבות ובנים 7:15 p.m. דף היומי

7:10 p.m. דף היומי 8:10 p.m. מנחה
8:10 p.m. מנחה 8:30 p.m. הלכות שבת

בין מנחה למעריב - עניינא דיומא 8:45 p.m. פרקי אבות

9:20 p.m. ליו״ט מעריב

9:10 p.m. מעריב 9:40 p.m. (לא לפני)הדלקת נרות ליו״ט 
9:40 p.m. (לא לפני) ליל ב׳הדלק״נ 

Mon., June 13 – [רות, יזכור] סדר ליל שבועות  יום ב׳ 
9:10/8:34(מוצש״ק) a.m. סוף זמן ק״ש (מג״א/גר״א)

9:00 a.m. שחרית 11:00 p.m. אבות ובנים
[approx. 11:15 a.m. [יזכור  הרב שליט״א ידרוש

החיים הק׳ על עשרת הדברותשיעור אור   
[SHABBOS MORNING FORMAT]

ינא דיומא [אקדמות; מתן תורה]ימשולב בענ
12:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m. משעה 

יו״ט לכבוד קידושואח״כ 

6:30 p.m. אבות ובנים
7:10 p.m. דף היומי

8:10 p.m. מנחה

ואח״כ נעילת החג  הביהמ״ד פתוח לתורה ולתפלה כל הלילה
9:28 p.m. מוצאי יו״ט מעריב --REFRESHMENTS SERVED--

  חג שמח!
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TRIPLE MISHMAR!
Join us for a

  3 Night Kabbolas HaTorah

Agudas Yisroel of Madison • 2122 Avenue S
Refreshments served all 3 nights

Thursday, June 9, 10:30 - 11:45 PM 
Regular Mishmar Program

Motzoi Shabbos, Leil Shavuos 12:15 AM

Shiur on Megillas Rus 
by Rabbi Yisroel Reisman

Sunday, (2nd Night) 11:15 PM - 12:15 AM

Shiur Binyana Diyoma 
by Rabbi Yisroel Reisman

1
2

3
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� e 613th and � nal mitzvah of the 
Torah is writing a Sefer Torah. Ram-
bam writes that this commandment 
can be ful� lled by writing even a single 
letter of a complete Torah scroll. Since 
the lack of even one letter renders a 
scroll invalid, writing or correcting a 
single letter is equal to completing the 
entire scroll (Hilchos Sefer Torah 7:1). 
In order to ful� ll this mitzvah, people 
engage a sofer (scribe) to write a To-
rah, or they purchase an existing scroll 
and leave the last few lines or words 
blank. Anyone who writes a letter or 
more to complete the scroll has per-
formed the mitzvah. 

Perhaps it is � tting that this was 
the � nal mitzvah that Moshe Rab-
beinu transmitted to the Jews. � ere 
would soon be a new leader at the 
helm of Klal Yisrael, as Yehoshua was 
about to take the reigns of leadership. 
Presenting a Sefer Torah, especially 
when it is done by elderly people, has 
the symbolism of transmitting our 
heritage to the next generation. � e 
ink may be fresh and the parchment 
new, but the ageless letters and words 
remain the same. 

New environment? New circum-
stances? � e laws, ideals, and philos-
ophies remain the same. It is the es-
sence of the transmission of Torah. 
In the following dramatic story we 
witness this transmission. 

� e Reichmann family of Toronto 
is known throughout the world for its 
integrity, philanthropy, and absolute 
faith in Hashem and His Torah. De-
spite the almost unfathomable wealth 

they had enjoyed, their priorities have 
remained steadfast, with religious 
commitment and family values al-
ways uppermost in their minds. � is 
conviction stemmed from the patri-
arch of the family, who set standards 
for his future generations. 

The patriarch was Shmayahu 
(Samuel) Reichmann. As Mr. Reich-
mann grew older, he wanted to have 
a Sefer Torah written on his behalf to 
ful� ll the mitzvah that few Jews have 
the opportunity to ful� ll, because the 
cost is great. (Writing a Sefer Torah 
today can cost well over $30,000.) In 
1969 Mr. Reichmann commissioned 
a noted sofer in Bnei Brak to write a 
Sefer Torah, but the man was over-
worked and overburdened, and could 
not � nd the time to fully concentrate 
on the Reichmann project. 

When Mr. Reichmann would 
have family members in Israel go to 
the sofer and urge him to complete 
the project, he would work on a few 
more yerios (sheets of parchment), 
but then he would get diverted with 
other things that he felt were more 
pressing. It was extremely frustrat-
ing, but the Reichmanns stayed with 
this sofer because of his reputation for 
beautiful handiwork.

Finally, in 1975, the Torah was 
completed and sent to Toronto in 
time for Shavuos. � ere could be no 
more appropriate time, for Shavuos 
commemorates Hashem’s giving of 
the Torah at Mount Sinai. Plans were 
made for the Torah to be brought 
with pomp and ceremony on the 

� rst day of Shavuos to the Yeshivah 
Yesodei HaTorah. � ere would be a 
procession where the Torah would be 
carried, as family, friends and com-
munity members joined with song 
and dance. (See Orach Chaim 494:3, 
Shaarei Teshuvah note 7.)

� e � rst day of Shavuos in 1975 
was on a Friday. � e day before, Mr. 
Reichmann, with the help of a local 
sofer, completed the Sefer Torah, by 
� lling in the � nal letters. Ordinarily 
a calm and level person, Mr. Reich-
mann was visibly excited at the op-
portunity to present a Sefer Torah on 
Shavuos. On the � rst day of Shavu-
os the police closed o�  the blocks 
of Dalemount Avenue, where Mr. 
Reichmann lived. A meeting place 
was set up at the intersection of Dale-
mount and Fairholme Avenues. At 
about 9:50 a.m., about a hundred 
balabatim and children le�  Yesodei 
HaTorah and walked behind five 
men, each of whom was carrying 
a Sefer Torah and marching down 
Fairholme Avenue toward the Re-
ichmann home. � ey sang as they 

walked, regaling in the delight of the 
moment. At 9:55 a.m. Reb Shmayahu 
Reichmann, accompanied by his chil-
dren and grandchildren, carried the 
new Sefer Torah from his home and 
walked majestically down Dalemount 
Avenue toward the crowd that would 
greet him at the designated corner. 

At exactly 10 o’clock, just as 
planned, the two groups fused. Mr. 
Reichmann stood for a moment hold-
ing the Torah scroll — and suddenly 
turned to his son, Moshe, saying, “I 
don’t feel well.” 

He handed the Torah to his son, 
collapsed on the spot and died! 

� e patriarch had delivered his 
message as he ful� lled the last mitz-
vah. He had transmitted the Torah 
to Moshe — and he and his siblings 
have bequeathed the message to their 
children and grandchildren that reso-
nates in the family to this day.

On that very spot — where R’ 
Shmayahu completed his mesorah, a 
yeshivah and beis midrash were built. 
It is appropriately called “Zichron 
Shmayahu.”

RABBI PAYSACH KROHN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Re� ections of the Maggid Transferred for Generations

halachos & hanhagos from

Maran Rav Chaim Kanievsky shlita

RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

Introduction: � e following is based upon the Sefer “Ain Lo Le-
HaKadosh Boruch Hu Beolamo Ela Daled Amos Shel Halacha Bil-
vad – Hanhagos Sar HaTorah Rav Chaim Kanievsky Shlita – Al 
Seder HaShulchan Aruch”. It is printed with the permission of the 
publishers. All brackets are additions from the author of the article. 

Perek 49 Sif 2: Rav Chaim does not put grass or trees in his 
house or in his shul. � is is like the minhag of the GR”A zt”l. {C.f. minhag of the GR”A zt”l. {C.f. minhag
Mishnag Berurah Siman 494 Sif Katan 10). 

Perek 49 Sif 3-4: On the night of Shavuos, Rav Chaim stays up 
all night and learns Torah. {C.f. Mishnah Berurah ibid Sif Katan 1). 
A� er Chatzos HaLaylah, Rav Chaim said Tikun Leil Shavuos. He 
is noheg to stand up in all the places that he stands when he said noheg to stand up in all the places that he stands when he said noheg
Shnaim Mikra Ve’Echad Targum (such as Aseres HaDibros). When 
there is not enough time to say the Tikun Leil Shavuos at night, he 
said the rest in the day. 

יחזקאל
כולל
 זכרון 

Kollel
Zichron

Yechezkel
o f  t h e  Av e n u e  N  J e w i s h  C e n t e r

in memory of Jeffrey Weitzman a”h

Shavuos Evening Learning Program

SHIURIM AND OPEN BAIS MEDRASH

11:15 - 12:00

12:10 - 12:45

12:50 -1:30

1:30 - 2:00

1:45 - 4:30

4:40

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB discussion
BOOK: letters to talia by dov indig

“mashiach ben yosef” - why does he matter?
MAGID SHIUR, RABBI EISENBACH

inviting non-shomer shabbos guests for shabbos
MAGID SHIUR, RABBI EISENBACH 

divrei hayamim. LED BY ZaCHARyAh HONIKMAN

MASECHET SANHEDRIN, THE MITZVAH OF hesped
in halacha.
LED BY RABBI EISENBACH

masechet sanhedrin, perek chelek.  
led by rabbi shaya gliksberg

THEMES IN HALACHA.
LED BY RABBI YEHUDA SHWARTZBERG

PRAYER WITH POSITIVE Expectancy. 
LED BY GARY SCHWARTZ

SEFER YETZIRA, by Rav aryeh kaplan. 
LED BY GARTH WADE and fred goldberg

SHACHARIS
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1212 avenue j
brooklyn, new york
phone 718.338.4166

Store Hours: Daily 10-10 
Fri till 1hr before the zman

cheese
to your tabor

Gewurtzaminer
Reg 17.99

14.99

casato
Reg 11.99

7.99

La Domaine
Reg 29.99

24.99

bravDo
Cab Sauvignon
Reg 29.99

21.99

avion
Tequila
Reg 44.99

39.99

GoDiva
Dark Chocolate
Reg 27.99

19.99

or haGanuz
Sav Blanc
Reg 19.99

15.99

yatir
Forest
Reg 87.99

69.99

DaLton
Rsv Cabernet
Reg 37.99

32.99

borGo reaLe
Umbria Rosso
Reg 17.99

9.99

caLumet
Reg 49.99

41.99

Grey Goose
Reg 39.99

29.99

zakon
White Muscatini
Reg 11.99

9.99

seGaLs
Unfiltered 
Reg 87.99

69.99

or haGanuz
Har Sinai
Reg 49.99

39.99

tropez
Reg 39.99

29.99

stoLi
Salted Caramel 
Reg 27.99

19.99

stoLi
Elit 1 Liter  
Reg 79.99

49.99

zion
White Moscato
Reg 14.99

8.99

shiLoh
Mosiac
Reg 59.99

49.99

porto 
corDovero
Reg 32.99

19.99

or haGanuz
Horkonus
Reg 99.99

89.99

GLenmoranGie
Original
Reg 39.99

34.99

zakon
Red Muscatini
Reg 11.99

9.99

aLL moraDs
Reg 19.99

16.99

Join us for an exquisite 

cheese tastinG event!
Wednesday Night , June 8th 

Thursday Night, June 9th

Friday, June 10th

tabor
Gewurtzaminer

b
Cab Sauvignon
Reg 29.99
Cab Sauvignon
Reg 29.99
Cab Sauvignon

21.99

casato
Reg 11.99

7.99

c
Reg 49.99

41.99

c
Reg 49.99

41.99

yatir se
Unfiltered 
Reg 87.99

69.99

shi

G
Original
Reg 39.99
Original
Reg 39.99
Original

34.99

G
Original
Reg 39.99
Original
Reg 39.99
Original

34.99

Dark Chocolate
Reg 27.99

19.99

Go
Dark Chocolate
Reg 27.99

a
Tequila
Reg 44.99
Tequila
Reg 44.99
Tequila

39.99

a
Tequila
Reg 44.99
Tequila
Reg 44.99
Tequila

39.99

G
Reg 39.99

29.99

G
Reg 39.99

29.99

sto

z
Red Muscatini
Reg 11.99

9.99

b

s
Salted Caramel 
Reg 27.99

19.99

o
Har Sinai
Reg 49.99

39.99

t
Reg 39.99

29.99

o
Horkonus
Reg 99.99

89.99

aLL

o
Sav Blanc
Reg 19.99

15.99

Da
Rsv Cabernet
Reg 37.99

32.99

Da
Rsv Cabernet
Reg 37.99

32.99

La Domaine
Reg 29.99

24.99

La Domaine
Reg 29.99

24.99

z
White Muscatini

zion
White Moscato
Reg 14.99

8.99

porto 
cor
Reg 32.99

19.99
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Hilchos Shabbos Initiative
Reviewed By RaBBi Shmuel FeldeR

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one does not 
learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be oveir on a forbidden act on Shabbos.

Hadlakas Neiros on Yom Tov
1. By reciting the Bracha associated with 

candle lighting, a woman accepts upon her-
self the onset of Shabbos / Yom Tov. However, 
there is a fundamental difference between Had-
lakas Ner Shabbos and Yom Tov.

From the moment the onset of Shabbos is ac-
cepted, it is prohibited to light a fire. Therefore, 
when performing Hadlakas Ner Shabbos the 
standard sequence of Mitzvah performance (i.e. 
reciting the Bracha before performing the Mitz-
vah) is reversed, and the Mitzvah (i.e. the candle 
lighting) is performed before the Bracha is recit-

ed, since the acceptance of Shabbos begins with 
the Bracha. In contrast, on Yom Tov it is permis-
sible to light a fire [from another fire]. Therefore, 
according to many customs the Bracha is recited 
first, followed by the candle lighting. 

Similarly, on Shabbos it is customary for the 
woman to cover her eyes after lighting until 
the Bracha is recited so that she will not receive 
any benefit from the flames until the Bracha is 
completed. In contrast, this is not necessary on 
Yom Tov since the candles are lit after the Bra-
cha has been recited.

Cooking on Yom Tov
1. Is it permissible to raise the flame on a 

stovetop on Yom Tov?
It is permissible to raise the flame, provided 

it is gas stovetop. 
2. Is it permissible to lower the flame on a 

gas stovetop on Yom Tov?
It is not permissible to lower the flame, even 

on a gas stovetop, unless:
A lower flame is needed to prevent the food 

from burning while allowing the food to con-
tinue cooking and/or to remain warm.

There is no lower flame to move the pot to. 
3. Is it permissible to remove food from 

the freezer on the first day of Yom Tov if it 
needed for second night’s meal?

Yes, it is permissible if the food is necessary 
for the night meal and removed early enough 
in the day that it would be defrosted and feasi-
ble to be eaten during the first day. 

4. When cooking food on the first day of 
Yom Tov, may one cook more than necessary 
for that day?

No. It is forbidden to do extra Melocha than 
necessary (such as frying an additional blintz), 
because in essence, you are doing an action that 
is not strictly for that day.

However, during the course of cooking it is 
permitted to prepare a larger item than is nec-
essary if it is included in the same action (such 
as placing a pot to warm up that contains more 
than is currently needed). This is because no 
additional action is being taken.  

5. What is the proper way to sort a food 
mixture on Yom Tov?

It is preferable to sort the mixture before 
Yom Tov. If one was not able to do so, one 
must sort the smaller quantity from the larger 
to avoid Tircha (excessive strain), regardless of 
whether the smaller quantity is the “good” or 
the “bad”.

6. When may one set the table for the night-
time seuda on the second day of Yom Tov?

One may not prepare on the first day of 
Yom Tov for the next day. Therefore, the table 
should not be set until nightfall (the Halachic 
start of the next day). Similarly, one may not 
wash dishes or warm up food in preparation 
for the Seuda on the second night until night-
fall. 

 When a day of Yom Tov follows Shabbos
1) When a day of Yom Tov follows Shab-

bos, when should Seudas Shlishis be eaten?
It is preferable that the third meal be eaten 

before the end of the 9th hour of the day.
2) When a day of Yom Tov follows Shab-

bos, when may one begin preparing for Yom 
Tov?

After “Tzeis Hakochavim”. 
3) What must one do before beginning 

preparations for Yom Tov?
One may not begin preparations for Yom Tov 

until either “Vatodianu” is said in Maariv or 
“Boruch Hamavdil bein kodesh l’kodesh” is said.

4) How may one prepare a candle for recit-
ing “Borei Meorei Ha’aish” during Havdala?

Some have the custom not to combine fires 
to make a torch when Motzai Shabbos falls out 
on YomTov. 

It is questionable if a candle may be lit mere-
ly for the purpose of having a torch for “Borei 
Meorei Ha’aish”. One should consult their Rav 
if it is necessary.

When combining two flames for “Borei 
Meorei Ha’aish”, the wax and wicks should 
be kept separate, and only the flames should 
touch.  

5) Is it permissible to melt some wax on 
the bottom of candles so they will fit tightly in 
their holders prior to candle lighting on the 
second day of Yom Tov?

No. 

לזכות רפואה שלמה חי' מלכה בת בתשבע
Contact/Subscription info. Phone 732-901-0536 email – shabboshalachah@gmail.com

s”xc

Erev 
Shabbos 
Alerts!     1

1. Candles should not be lit within reach of
children.

2. Never leave children unattended with 
burning candles.

3. After lighting candles have
someone place matches 
securely away.

4. Place spout of hot water
urn away from counter edge. Do not  use
an extension cord or leave within child’s
reach.

5. Never pass hot foods/
liquids over anyone.

6. Use a dry protective
plate when serving hot
foods/liquids (soup, 
coffee, etc.).

s”xc

7. Children should not be in the kitchen
while preparations for Shabbos are
being made.

8. Start Shabbos preparations early. 
Last minute rushing causes 
hazardous and hectic situations.

9. Never hold a child while 
drinking a hot liquid.

10.Take all phones off the hook before
bathing children any time.

11.Have all necessary equipment with
you before putting your children in
a bath.

12.NEVER, under any 
circumstance leave a child alone in
the tub- not even for a moment! Take 
the child with you!

Erev 
Shabbos 
Alerts!     2
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315 AVE M ○ BROOKLYN NY ○ 718.336.7563
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$2.99

Gefen
Mini Puff 

Pastry Dough 
36ct . 3"

lim
it 

6

Royalty

Kitchen Collection 
Clear Cutlery 

50ct . Medium 
Weight
$.59

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Large 
Square 
Salad 
Bowl

6oz 
Clear 
Bowl 
20 ct

9x13 Clear 
Serving Tray

$3.29

Glicks
Canola Oil

96oz lim
it 

4 

Gefen
Marinara or 
Pizza Sauce

26oz lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

$1.79

$1.39

Liebers
Striped Danties

9.5oz
$1.89

Liebers
Graham Crackers

14.4oz . all varieties

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

$1.79

Liebers
Corn Flake 

Crumbs
12oz . Regular or Seasoned

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

$1.99

Haddar
Italian Dressing 
& Seasoning Mix

$1.49

Blooms
Chocolate 

Syrup
22oz

lim
it 

6

Unger
Kernel Corn

15oz
$.69

lim
it 

6

2/$1.00

Elite
Chocolate Bars

3oz . All Varieties 
(Excluding Sugar Free)

lim
it 

12
 o

f e
ac

h

$.89

Pepsi, 7-up, 
Miranda

1.5 ltr . Case of 6

lim
it 

2 
of

 e
ac

h

$5.99

Joray
Fruit Rolls

Assorted

lim
it 

48
 (1

cs
) o

f e
ac

h

3/$1.09

Haolam
Shredded 

Cheese . 8oz 
Excluding reduced fat

$1.99

Gefen
Canned Olives
Green, Black Sliced 

or Pitted . 19oz
$1.59

lim
it 

 6
 o

f e
ac

h

2/$1.00

Gefen
Mandarin 
Oranges

 11oz . Whole or Broken

lim
it 

10

$.59

Haddar
No Bake

Instant Pudding
 3oz . Vanilla or Chocolate

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Dependable
High Gluten 

Flour
6lb

lim
it 

4

$2.99 $1.89

B&B
Nish Nosh 
Crackers

Sour Cream & Onion

lim
it 

6

$8.99

Plastic House
7oz Plastic Cups

100 ct . Case of 12

lim
it 

2

BU
Y T

HE
 C

AS
E

Liebers
Mini Pretzels

1oz

7/$1 $7.99

lim
it 

2 
ca

se
s

$2.99

J&J
Whipped 

Cream Cheese
8oz - Regular or Lite

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

$4.89

A&B
Gefilte Fish

20oz Loaf 
Original OnlyFR

OZ
EN

lim
it 

8

$3.99

Plastico
Tall Kitchen 

Garbage Bags 
With Drawstring
13 gallon - 45ct 
Black or White

HO
US

EH
OL

D

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Case of 60

$2.29

Shwartz
Baking Bar

14oz

lim
it 

6

$1.19

Bloom
Tortilla Chips 

Original, BBQ, 
Enchilada . 11oz

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Osem
Salad Croutons 
All Varieties . 5.25oz

$1.39

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

Dagim
Tilapia

16oz
$3.29

lim
it 

6

$3.49

Haolam
Twisted String 

Cheese
7.5oz

lim
it 

6

Mehadrin
Sour Cream

16oz

$2.99

FR
ID

G
E

lim
it 

5 
of

 e
ac

h

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

NEW!

Best Select
Dairy Caramel 

Cream
(Cholov Yisroel). 10.5oz

lim
it 

6

$2.59

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

$.69

Ner Mitzvah
3 Day Candle

HO
US

EH
OL

D

lim
it 

6

$.69

Kitchen Collection
7oz Tumblers 

20ct

lim
it 

36
 (1

cs
)

$4.49

Susans Gourmet 
Twisted String 

Cheese
10.5oz

$1.69

Empire
Chicken or 

Turkey Franks
16oz

$9.99 $.79$2.69 $.89

Plates 
Combo 

Pack 
20 - 10" & 

20 - 7"

Soup 
Bowls 

10 ct

Simcha Collection

$4.99

Mehadrin
Ice Cream
 59oz - Dairy

lim
it 

3 
of

 e
ac

h

Pepperidge Farm 
Puff Pastry 
Sheets 17oz

$3.49

lim
it 

6

Simcha Collection

Golden Glow
Chopped 

Spinach . 32oz
$3.99

lim
it 

6

FREE 
In 

Store 
Tasting 
Thursday 

From 
11am-
4pm

SALE PRICED VALID FROM 6/8/16 - 6/14/16

פרשת במדבר
Friday, June 10

8:08pm
יום א' שבועות

Motzei Shabbos, June 11

after9:17pm
יום ב' שבועות

Sunday, June 12

after9:18pm

Sunday: CLOSED
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday: 7am- 8pm

Wednesday: 7am- Midnight
Thursday: 7am-12:30am
Friday: 7am-4:30pm

EXTENDED STORE HOURS
CANDLE LIGHTING:

STARTING JUNE 22, WE WILL BE DELIVERING TO DEAL, NJ
CALL STORE FOR DETAILS

Marvid Thin'n Trimmed Chicken Cutlets ................................... $4.99Lb HISACHDUS 

Marvid Ground Chicken (Family Pack) .................................................$4.99Lb HISACHDUS

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Brick French Roast..............$8.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Delmonico Club Roast ...... $7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Club Steak ...............................$8.49Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Sandwich Club Steak ........$8.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Chuck Eye Roast ..................$6.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Shabbos Meat (Middle Chuck) $7.49Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished 1st Cut Brisket ......................$7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Veal Neck Bones ................................................................$3.49Lb VAAD HARABONIM D'MONTREAL

GOURMET OVEN READY! Corned Beef (1st Cut Brisket) .......................... $7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

GOURMET OVEN READY! Pastrami (1st Cut Brisket) ................................$8.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

GOURMET OVEN READY! Pickled Chicken Roast (White Meat) ......................... $4.99Lb HISACHDUS

GOURMET OVEN READY! Pastrami Chicken Roast (White Meat) ...................... $5.99Lb HISACHDUS

GOURMET OVEN READY! Stuffed Chicken Roast *All Varieties* .......................$6.49Lb WEISSMANDL

GOURMET OVEN READY! Asian Bbq Chicken Cutlets .....................$5.99Lb HISACHDUS OR WEISSMANDL

GOURMET OVEN READY! Fire Poppers ...................................................$6.49Lb HISACHDUS OR WEISSMANDL

GOURMET OVEN READY! Pepper Crusted Delmonico Club Roast $7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Turkey Roast (White) .....................................................................$4.99Lb MARVID - HISACHDUS

Turkey London Broil  ............................................................... $5.49Lb  MAR ID - HISACHDUS

Ground Turkey (White) ............................................................... $5.99Lb MARVID - HISACHDUS

NEW! NEW! NEW!
INTRODUCING……………. CERTIFIED USDA ORGANIC BEEF

100% Grass Fed. No ANTIBIOTICS Ever. No Growth Hormones Ever.

Tevya’s Ranch Organic Minute Steak .......................................$8.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Organic Minute Roast .......................................$8.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

NEW! NEW! NEW!
INTRODUCING……………. BLACK ANGUS

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished 2nd Cut Brisket............................$7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Premium Cholent Meat ......$7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

PRODUCE

Eggplants

$.59lb

Holland 
Peppers
$1.69lb

Persian 
Cucumbers

$1.99pkg

Nectarines

$.69lb

Pomegranate

2/$3

Washington 
Red Cherries

$2.69lb

Mango
size 9

$.69ea

Stem 
Tomatoes

$.69lb

TAKEOUT
Homemade 

Brisket
$19.99lb

Shlishkes

$3.99lb

General Tso's 
Chicken
$9.99lb

Diet Cauliflower 
Salad

$4.99lb

Teriyaki
Chicken Legs

$5.49lb

Garlic Dip
8 oz

$2.79
Tehina

8 oz

$2.49
Small 

Yerushalmi 
Kugel
$2.49

BAKERY
Sterns

 7" Cheese Cake
Original, Marble 

or Cappucino

$5.99

Greens
Mini Flaky 

Cheese 
Danishes 10oz

$3.29

Yossis
Crispers Flat 

Bread
8oz

$1.99

WE NOW CARRY A 
LARGE VARIETY 

OF GLUTEN 
FREE BAKERY 

PRODUCTS

FISH
Family Pack 
Salmon Fillet

$8.99lb

Halibut Steaks

$15.99lb

Flounder
Fillet
$9.99lb

Salmon
Tails

$7.99lb

Grouper Fillet

$12.99lb

CANDY
Setton

Mixed Nuts
Salted/ Unsalted

$5.49lb

Gedilla
Sour

Worms
$1.99lb

Kleins
Chocolate 

Pops
$3.99lb

Le Chocolate 
Viennese 
Crunch
$6.99lb

SUSHI
Tuna 

Avocado
Roll

$5.25

Tilapia 
Tempura Roll

$8.75

Spicy Yid
Roll

$9.95

Tsunami
Roll

$10.25

NEW!

BON APETITE

$5.00

2 Slices &
a 20oz Soda
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718.252.5289 • Fax 718.252.1856
1416 Ave. J

p a s t a s  •  f i s h  •  s a l a d  •  s u s h i
gift baskets • catering on & off premises

Buffet Night Is Back!  Monday 4:30-8:30

Garden  
of Eat-in

22FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL
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  FOOD & DINING

718.252.5289 • Fax 718.252.1856
1416 Ave. J

pastas • fish • salad • sushi • beverages

Open Motzei Shabbos

Happy Chanukah from

Garden  
of Eat-in Eggplant Parmesan Wraps

4 sandwiches

Classic Eggplant Parmesan has lots of delicious marinara 
sauce. But if you add sauce to a sandwich, the bread will 
soak it up and get soggy. So I leave it out of this sandwich, 
and serve the sauce on the side (see page 10).  -L.

EGGPLANT: 

 1 eggplant
 2 eggs
 1 cup plain breadcrumbs
  2 tsp dried minced onion
 1 tsp garlic powder
 1 tsp Italian seasoning
 ¾-1 tsp kosher salt
  oil, for frying

FOR ASSEMBLY: 

 4 large wheat wraps
 1 large tomato, sliced
 1 onion, thinly sliced
 1  cup shredded mozzarella 

cheese
 2  Tbsp Parmesan cheese 

(optional)

1.  Cut eggplant into ½-inch-thick slices. Cut slices into half 
moons. Place eggplant slices into a colander and sprinkle 
with salt. Let sit for 20-30 minutes to emit bitter liquid; rinse. 

2. In a shallow bowl, beat the eggs.

3.  In a second shallow bowl, combine breadcrumbs, onion, 
garlic, Italian seasoning, and salt.

4.  Dip eggplant slices into egg, then coat in breadcrumbs. 

5.  Heat 1 inch oil in a frying pan over medium heat. When 
oil is hot, add eggplant slices and fry for 2 minutes on 
each side. Remove to a paper towel-lined plate. 

6.  Preheat oven to 400°F. 

7.  Place wrap on work surface. Place eggplant slices across 
one side of wrap. Top with tomato, onion, and cheeses. 
Fold wrap over and press down to close. Repeat with 
remaining wraps. Spray tops of wraps with nonstick cook-
ing spray or brush with oil. 

8.  Place wraps onto a baking sheet. Bake for 7-10 minutes, 
until crispy. Serve alongside warm marinara or pizza sauce. 

REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS 

ARTSCROLL/MESORAH PUBLICATIONS, LTD.
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To receive our weekly specials by email visit our website at

www.shopsmartkosher.com
2640 Nostrand Ave.
(btwn. Ave L & M) Brooklyn, NY 11210

Tel 718.377.4166  Fax 718.252.2363
shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

Full line of housewares with 
a MIKVAH on premises

THE ENTIRE STORE IS 
UNDER THE SUPERVISION 

OF KEHILAH KASHRUS

Sale prices valid from 06.08 – 06.14
We reserve the right to limit quantities on sale items  •  We are not responsible for typographical errors  •  In order to receive sale price, a $15.00 purchase of non sale items must be made.

Domino
SUGAR

4lb (Reg $3.19)

$1.99

J&J
WHIPPED 

CREAM CHEESE
only reg. 8 oz (Reg $4.59)

$3.39

Candlelit
CANDLE 

HOLDERS
50 ct (Reg $2.39)

$1.79

YARZHEIT 
CANDLES

(Reg 49¢)

3/$1.00

Liebers
STRAWBERRY 

PRESERVES
32 oz (Reg $5.59)

$4.19

PLASTIC CUPS
7 oz 

(Reg $1.39)

99¢

Neronim
CANDLES

4hr / 72 ct 
(Reg $7.99)

$5.99

Jack and Jill
HADAR BISCUITS

14 oz (Reg $1.99)

$1.49

Kemach
PIE CRUST
6 oz (Reg $1.79)

$1.19

Mikee
SESAME TERIYAKI 

SAUCE
reg & seedless 

20 oz (Reg $4.59)

$3.29

Roland
HEARTS OF PALM

14 oz (Reg $2.69)

$1.99

Frescorti
MARINARA SAUCE

26 oz (Reg $2.79)

$1.79

Mehadrin
LEBEN

assorted (Reg $1.19)

89¢

9" 
DINNER PLATES

100 ct (Reg $5.49)

$4.99

VITAMIN WATER
assorted 

20 oz (Reg $1.59)

$1.09

B’gan
CAULIFLOWER

24 oz (Reg $5.69)

$4.29

Mendelsohns
PIZZA

8 slices (Reg $10.99)

$7.69

Macabee
PIZZA BAGELS

12 oz (Reg $3.79)

$2.99

Tuv Taam
FROZEN PASTA

Mac & Cheese / Spaghetti 
al Pomodoro (Reg $4.89)

$3.49

MINI PEPPERS 
BAG

(Reg $2.49 each)

$1.29 ea

CORTLAND 
APPLES

Size 80 (Reg $1.49 lb)

69¢ lb

PINEAPPLE 
Size 7 

(Reg $3.49 each)

$2.69 ea

RED GRAPES 
(Reg $3.59 lb)

99¢ lb

PEACHES
(Reg $1.29 lb)

65¢ lb

STORE 
HOURS

Sunday
8 am – 8 pm

Monday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Tuesday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Wednesday
6:45 am – 11 pm

Friday 
6:45 am – 6:45 pm

Thursday
6:45 am – 12 mid

Breakstone
SOUR CREAM
16 oz (Reg $2.79)

$1.29

Philadelphia
CREAM CHEESE 

BARS
8 oz (Reg $2.89)

$2.29

Temptee
CREAM CHEESE

11.5 oz (Reg $4.29)

$2.69

Hoffman
PIZZA SNAPS
20 oz (Reg $7.19)

$5.29

Mehadrin
FARMER CHEESE

16 oz (Reg $6.79)

$4.99

Dagim
FROZEN TILAPIA 

FILLET
16 oz (Reg $5.19)

$3.89

FREE VALET PARKING! Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

We also honor all sale specials 
through phone, fax & email orders

phone: (718) 377-4166  •  fax: (718) 252-2363  
email: shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

$6.99 lb

$8.99 lb

$9.99 lb

$7.49 lb

International
BONELESS FLANKEN
(Reg $9.49 lb)

International
RIB EYE ROAST
(Reg $11.29 lb)

International
THIN CUT BEEF CUTLETS
(Reg $12.99 lb)

International
SILVER TIP ROAST
(Reg $9.49 lb)

TRIMMED PRICES ON MEAT

$5.99 lb

$3.99 lb

$3.99 lb

$4.49 lb

$2.99 lb

$2.39 lb

Marvid Canada CRC
SKINLESS CHICKEN BOTTOMS 
(Reg $4.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN THIGHS   
Family Pack (Reg $3.69 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
DARK CHICKEN CUTLETS   
(Reg $7.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN DRUMMETTES
(Reg $5.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
SPLIT CHICKEN BREAST      
(Reg $5.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
SPLIT TURKEY DRUMSTICKS
(Reg $3.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
WHOLE CHICKEN   
Not Cut Up (Reg $2.99 lb)

$2.49 lb

$9.99 lb

Marvid Canada CRC
SPICE RUBBED WHOLE 
CHICKEN All Flavors (Reg $6.49 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
BUFFALO WINGS OR BBQ 
CHICKEN WINGS  (Reg $3.99 lb)

Solomon New Square
PICKLED CORNED BEEF
(Reg $13.99 lb)

$5.99 lb

$4.49 lb

$4.59 lb

$4.49 lb

Marvid Canada CRC
TURKEY DARK MEAT ROAST
(Reg $7.59 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
TURKEY BONELESS TURKEY 
THIGHS (Reg $5.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
WHITE MEAT GROUND 
TURKEY (Reg $6.99 lb)

USDA PRIME MEAT –  SUPER SAVINGS ON SUPERB QUALITY!

$2.99 lb
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WEEKN IGHT  SPEC IAL * :   $50  PER  COUPLE    NO HALL  F EE

B A R  M I T Z V A H S    S H E V A  B R O C H O S    V O R T S    B R I S S I M    & M O R E    

718.637.3009TO RESERVE YOUR  
NEXT SIMCHA CALL  

* M I N I M U M  2 0  C O U P L E S

 elegance... 
  EVERY DAY.
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STORE #2 COMING SOON 
TO CONEY ISLAND AVENUE

1371 Coney Island Ave (J&K)
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IMPRESSIONS 
Set Your Style 

5, 7 & 9 light 
Candelabra 
perfect for your 
summer home! 

FREE 
Flatware 

Storage Caddy    
w/ Set of 12 

and Mention of Ad

Delivery  Available - We Ship Nationwide
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GRAND
OPENING

CELEBRATION!
SUNDAY, JUNE 19th • 11AM - 5PM

HOURLY RAFFLES
&

REFRESHMENTS
MUSIC BY:

SPECIALIZING IN ENGAGEMENT, VORT, SWANEE & WEDDING GIFTS.

RECIEVE A FREE GIFT WHEN REGISTERING FOR YOUR SHOWER.

DISHES, FLATWARE, SERVEWARE, TABLE CLOTHS,
CHALLAH COVERS, VASES, CANDLESTICKS & MORE!

718.339.5900 1400 EAST 4TH STREET
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www.thelinencenter.com

NATIONWIDE SHIPPING
All major credit cards accepted

ALL SETS PRICED BETWEEN $99-$199  info@thelinencenter.com

 929.77.SLEEP (75337)

find us on instagram and facebook
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$24999
Wesley Swing 

W/Canopy 2 Person

8461428  

reg $299.99

$71999
Wesley Dining 

Set 7pc

8462699   

reg $799.99

718.927.4300 | 2266 Nostrand Ave. | Between Ave. H & I718.927.4300 | 2266 Nostrand Ave. | Between Ave. H & I

Parking
Available!

$5999
 La Steel Park 

Bench Black

8387995  

reg $89.99

SAVE
$80

SAVE
$30

SAVE
$50

PRICES FALLIN’!OUTDOORS CALLIN’?

$19999
Swing/w Canopy 

3 Person

8462624  

reg $279.99

$69999
Weber Genesis E-310 LP 

Gas Grill 8295131

$74999
Weber Genesis E-310 LP 

Gas Grill 8295289 Available 

in 5 colors

$3999
NIVERSAL GRILL COVER 

54" 8451056

FREE
FREE
Assembly

Local Delivery
WHEN PURCHASING A GRILL FOR 

$399 AND UP PLUS COVER 

SAVE
$80
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MICEPROOFING   BEDBUGS   ANTS   ROACHES   WATERBUGS   MICE & RATS   TERMITES & MORE

If the ants come back, so will we!*

(at no cost to you!)

Book your ant treatment today!

*until Chanukah

Satisfaction guaranteed 
or your money back

718.633.3399

     

Immediate Installations & Repairs

(718) 645-2930    (516) 371-4645

GARAGEDOORSDEPOT.COM

בס’’ד

Servicing Brooklyn and 5 Towns since 1941

       AUTOMATIC OPENERS
    
     Immediate Installations & Repairs     Immediate Installations & Repairs     Immediate Installations & Repairs

ELECTRIC MOTORS & REMOTES  

15 DAY BIGGEST LINEN

SHOPPERTUNITY
IN AMER ICAN HISTORY

WE MUST SELL TO THE BARE WALLS
WE NEED ROOM FOR NEW STUFF!

DON’T MISS THIS!

It’s all happening at our fully stocked
MASSIVE SALE STORE ANNEX 

15% - 70% OFF

Tel. 718.871.3535
5717 NEW UTRECHT AVE.

next door to our main location

  SUN. JUNE 5 - THURS. JUNE 23 · 10  -6AM PM

All Sale Items Are First Quality 
Original                     labeled Current Patterns

Great Deals! Stock up your summer home now!

Reg $17.50

Limited 6 Per Cutomer

$   999

S
PILLOWS

Reg $39.99
QUILTS

$      9932

Twin Double 
Filled Polyester

ASSORTED

Reg $6.99 - $14.99

HAND
TOWELS

$   992

ASSORTED

Reg $8.99 - $19.99

BATH
TOWELS

$   994
ASSORTED

Reg $19.99 - $29.99

BATH
SHEETS

$   999

ASSORTED

Reg $22.99 - $29.99

BEACH
TOWELS

$       9912

PILLOW
CASES

ASSORTED

Reg $7.50 - $12.50

ASSORTED

Reg $25 - $45

THROW
PILLOWS

$   999$   991
1OOO

LINEN SETS

BELOW COST

OVER

ON SALE

RESTOCKING
DAILY

Neck Rolls
Throw Pillows
Quilt Covers
Brocade Quilt Covers
Shams
Envelopes
Selected Tablecloths
Selected Towels
Bed Jackets
Crib Bumper Covers
Crib Quilt Covers
Lamp Shades
Stools
Curtains
Dust Ruffles
Fitted Sheets

*ACCESSORIES 
30%
OFF 
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MORDY MEHLMAN, PUBLISHER

FJJ Publisher ś Message

Shavuos In Flatbush
As we prepare for Shavuos, the 

Flatbush community should take pride 
in its Torah accomplishments.  Just � ip 
through the pages of the FJJ and you 
can � nd hundreds of daily Daf Yomi 
shiurim, weekly shiurim, and an array 
of shiurim for women.  We are, bli ayin 
hora, a community that is growing – 
not only in size, but in the scope of our 
Torah learning and Torah living.

The seeds of this growth were 
initiated decades ago, when legendary Torah giants planted their Yeshivos in 
our community.  � ree of the oldest, most respected, and largest Yeshivos in 
the world – Mirrer Yeshiva, Chaim Berlin, and Torah Vodaas – are the pride 
of Flatbush.  � ey have nurtured our community into a mature, Torah based 
environment for us, our children, and our grandchildren. � ese Yeshivos 
(and so many others in our area) are jewels that we should be grateful for – 
treasures that the entire community should build and support.  

� is week we are proud to present our special Shavuos section – featuring 
Torah messages from various Gedolei Yisroel who lived in and spread Torah 
in Flatbush.  We also feature an exclusive article on three great Yeshivos that 
grace our community.

On behalf of the entire sta�  of � e FJJ, we wish you a spiritually 
upli� ing and enjoyable Shavuos Yom Tov. May we all continue bezras 
hashem, to grow in Torah, for it is the essence of life.

ובאו כולם בברית יחד נעשה ונשמע אמרו כאחד
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WE BRING THE 
SPLENDOR OF THE 

OCEAN TO YOU!
YITZCHOK ROSENBERG, CEO

KINGSFISHTANK.COM

347.770.7533

Kings Fish Tank brings ocean beauty &  relaxation to your environment!  Magnicficent installations & maintenance. Free consultations! 
 CUSTOM SETUPS FOR:   NURSING HOMES • HOMES • OFFICE •  SCHOOLS • INTERIOR DESIGNERS
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Piskei Halacha Of HoRav Yisroel Belsky זצ”ל         COMPILED BY RABBI MOISHE D. LEBOVITS

Lechem Mishnah – Covering the Challah
A frozen challah may be used 

as the second challah and it is not 
necessary to defrost it � rst.1 

One is allowed to use matzah for 
lechem mishnah.2 

One may not use dairy bread for 
lechem mishnah.3 

If the challos are in bags, they 
should be unwrapped before the 
brachah.4 Bedi’eved, if the challos 

were wrapped and the brachah was 
made, it is still considered a valid 
brachah.5 

When Yom Tov falls out on Fri-
day night, the top challah is cut.6 

� e challah may be placed on a 
challah board; there is no need to 
put it directly on the table itself.7 

One may not use a transparent 
challah cover because the challah

can be seen and it is 
not considered cov-
ered.8  

One should cover 
the Mezonos by Kid-
dush if it is placed on 
the table where Kid-
dush is recited.9 Me-
zonos which is placed 
on other tables (i.e. at 

a kiddush in shul) does 
not have to be covered. If 
people other than the me-
kadesh will be drinking 
from the wine on the oth-
er tables, then the Mezo-
nos should be covered on 
those tables as well.

1.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, opinion of 
Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”l quoted in 
Kavod V’oneg Shabbos page 79, foot-
note 16, Nishmas Shabbos 157, Minchas 
Yitzchak 9:42, Shraga Hameir 3:100, 
Kinyan Torah 4:38, B’tzel Hachachmah 
3:110:4, Tzitz Eliezer 14:40, Shulchan 
Shlomo page 248, Meor HaShabbos 1:27, 
page 545 from Harav Fisher zt”l, Te-
shuvos V’hanhagos 2:170, Yabea Omer
O.C. 8:32, Minchas Yitzchak 9:42, Rive-
vos Ephraim 2:115:2 and 5:199, opinion 
of Harav Elyashiv shlit”a as quoted in 
Ashrei Ha’ish 2, page 125, 18, Shemiras 
Shabbos K’hilchasah. 55:12, footnote 39, 
Chayei Halevi 4:25:1, Ohr L’tzion 2:21:2, 
Kinyan Torah 4:28, Beis Hillel 22, page 

25, Nishmas Shabbos 2:157, Shevet Hake-
hasi 2:115 and 3:143, Nezer Hachaim
page 190, 90. Refer to Shevet Halevi 6:31 
who is stringent.

2.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, see Tzitz 
Eliezer 12:25-26, Shulchan Shlomo
page 247, 1:2, Nishmas Shabbos pages 
103-105, Yalkut Yosef page 306:8, Be’er 
Moshe 6:91, Shevet Halevi 1, Gloss-
es on Siman 168, page 270, Rivevos 
Ephraim 6:234, Avnei Yushpei 1:39:5, 
Mitzvas Lechem Mishnah 8:11. Refer to 
Yechaveh Daas 3:12, Ohr L’tzion 2:12:3, 
V’zos Habrachah page 21. In regard to 
using matzah for lechem mishnah on 
Erev Pesach that falls out on Friday 
or during Chodesh Nissan before 

Yom Tov refer to Pri Hasadeh 2:88, Ma-
harshag Y.D. 97:6, B’tzel Hachachmah
3:110, Orchos Rabbeinu 2:7, Tzitz Eliezer
11:23:2, Nishmas Shabbos 2:165, Shalmei 
Yehudah 8:20, Shemiras Shabbos K’hil-
chasah 55:14, Beis Hillel 22, pages 24-
28, Chut Shani Shabbos 4, pages 369-
370.

3.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, see Rivevos 
Ephraim 1:202, Shemiras Shabbos K’hil-
chasah 55:14.

4.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, see Shaarei 
Teshuvah 202:1, Mishnah Berurah 206:12, 
Aruch Hashulchan 202:11, Rivevos 
Ephraim 1:201, Shevet Hakehasi 2:114, 
Nishmas Shabbos 2:167, Kavod V’oneg 
Shabbos page 79, footnote 18 quoting 

this as the opinion of Harav Schein-
berg shlit”a.

5.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l.
6.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, see Darchei 

Moshe 274:2, Levush 274:2, Magen Avra-
ham 475:3, Ba’er Heitev 475:2, Mishnah 
Berurah 2, Beis Avi 4:200, page 416.

7.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, see Nishmas 
Shabbos 2:4.

8.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, see Shulchan 
Halevi (Hebrew) 1, page 67, Shemiras 
Shabbos K’hilchasah 47, footnote 166, 
Shulchan Shlomo 271:16, page 203, Or-
chos Rabbeinu 1, page 109, 40, Nishmas 
Shabbos 167, Mitzvas Lechem Mishnah
page 184, footnote 20.

9.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l.
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Remarks of Dinner Chairman Shrage Goldschmidt at the Agudath Israel Dinner in Tribute to Camp Agudah
Horav Chaim Yisroel Belsky

A few short months ago, Klal Yis-
roel su� ered a terrible loss, with the 
Petira of Horav Chaim Yisroel Belsky, 
zt”l. Rav Belsky was simultaneously 
so many things to so many people: (1) 
A beloved Rosh Hayeshiva in Torah 
Vodaas; (2) a brilliant Posek who han-
dled the most challenging shailos; (3) 
a leader par excellence in the � eld of 
Kashrus; and (4) a beacon of hope and 
inspiration to many Russian Yidden.

Before all of that, however, Rabbi 
Belsky was something else: the Morah 
D’Asrah of the Agudath Israel camps. 
Decades years ago, Rav Belsky be-
came only the second Morah D’ Asra 
in Camp Agudah’s history, the � rst 
being Horav Yaakov Teitlebaum, zt”l. 
And what a leader Rabbi Belsky was!

Consider for a moment the na-
ture of your typical summertime day 
in the Catskill Mountains. Now let’s 
consider Rabbi Belsky’s day. He may 
have started at sunrise, serving as the 
Mohel for a summertime Bris. During 
morning seder, Rav Belsky could be 
found explaining esoteric concepts to 
a chabura of bachurim. � e next mo-
ment, he’d be giving a complex shiur 
to the Masmidim. A little later that 
day, Rav Belsky could be found com-
peting on the sun-drenched paddle 
ball courts, with the very same bren 
that he brought to his learning. Later 
that a� ernoon, Rav Belsky might give 
a hands-on demonstration of the in-
tricacies of Shechita. And � nally, that 
evening, a� er providing guidance to 
the head sta�  regarding an upcoming 
o� -grounds activity and then deliver-
ing his renowned 11:00 p.m. Daf Yomi 

shiur, Rav Belsky might be found at 
the very top of Walnut Mountain in 
Liberty, New York, pointing out vari-
ous stars in the sky to Camp Agudah’s 
Masmidim, and providing brilliant 
insights from a Torahdike perspective 
that only he could provide.

Who else could possibly do all of 
these things? Nobody. And that’s why 
Rav Belsky will be sorely missed by the 
entire Camp family. � at’s also why – 
seeking to at least partially � ll the gap-
ing void that we face – we are pleased to 
announce that Rav Belsky’s son – Rav 
Elimelech Belsky, shlita – will assume 
the role of Rosh Hamasmidim in Camp 
Agudah for summer 2016, and Horav 
Yisroel Reisman, shlita, the Rav of Agu-
das Yisroel of Madison, will assume the 
role of Morah D’Asra of the Agudah 
camps for the month of July 2016.

Reb Meir Frischman
Permit me to now turn to “Meir” – 

the single word by which our beloved 
Director – indeed, the dean of all Jew-
ish camp directors – is known. My job 
is not to present Meir with the award 
being bestowed upon Camp Agudah 
– that will come in a few minutes. But 
I feel compelled to note how grati� ed 
I am that he is accepting the award 
named a� er my grandfather – Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer, zt” l. My grandfather 
hired Meir 40 years ago, when the 
camp division’s finances were less 
than ideal, and the challenges were 
significant. Through a unique and 
unceasing mix of love and devotion, 
along with a heavy dose of blood, 
sweat and tears, Meir – with the sup-
port of his Eishes Chayil, Chanie, ex-

panded the existing facilities; helped 
the camp division regain its � nancial 
footing; built entirely new camps 
from scratch; and became the camp-
ing authority, to whom the entire Or-
thodox camping universe looks for 
guidance. Meir made camp into what 
it is today.

I know, because I was there. You 
see, many people can say that they had 
the opportunity to observe Meir for 
two full months every year. But I be-
lieve that only I can say that I observed 
Meir throughout all 12 months of the 
year, every year. A� er all, we not only 
spent our summers together upstate, 
but the Goldschmidt and Frischman 
families spent the other 10 months of 
the year together, too, at 585 Ocean 
Parkway. So I think it’s fair to say that 
I’m well quali� ed to testify to Meir’s 
passion, his camping genius, and his 
hard work.

What’s that, you say? You wonder 
why you might not remember Meir be-
ing involved in some aspects of camp? 
Well, that’s because you’re missing the 
forest for the trees. Step back a few 
thousand feet, and you’ll realize that 
Meir was, and is, the consummate “be-
hind the scenes” individual. Indeed, 
to the truly discerning eye, Meir’s 
� ngerprints have always been quite 
visible on each and every single aspect 
of Camp Agudah; Camp Bnos; Camp 
Chayil Miriam; Camp Bnoseinu; and 
Machane Ephraim.

Simply put, Meir has been the 
driving force behind these camps. 
While I was growing up, I observed 
that Meir was a favorite of my grand-
father, Rabbi Sherer. Now, I know why.

Rabbi Simcha Kaufman
For many of the alumni here to-

night, a Rorschach test involving the 
words “Camp Agudah” will instant-
ly evoke three words: “Rabbi Simcha 
Kaufman”. Indeed, for multiple gen-
erations, Rabbi Kaufman epitomized 
the camp experience. He was the liv-
ing, breathing soul of camp. Whether 
it was welcoming the campers on the 
� rst day of the summer; his famous 
“Gooood Morning” while waking ev-
erybody up during reveille each day; 
Shabbos zemiros; color war; moving 
the entire camp to tears as we entered 
Tisha B’av; or countless other mo-
ments, Rabbi Kaufman was both cen-
tral and vital to our experience.

Just as important, Rabbi Kaufman 
was, and is, a walking lesson in chinuch. 
Indeed, one can learn absolutely invalu-
able lessons by simply observing how 
Rabbi Kaufman walks, talks and inter-
acts with others. I used to wonder about 
how the Pasuk of “Baruch Atah Baeer, 
Baruch Atah Basadeh” might apply to-
day. Having had the privilege of learn-
ing from Rabbi Kaufman in the city and 
upstate, it’s very clear that the Pasuk is 
relevant to him – because we are all 
Gebentched in the Eer and the Sadeh – 
in the city and upstate – because of the 
brilliant chinuch Rabbi Kaufman – with 
the support of his Eishes Chayil – has 
imparted to us, 365 days of the year.

On behalf of the many summer-
time and wintertime “talmidim” of 
Rabbi Kaufman – including my son 
Tuli, who is in Rabbi Kaufman’s class 
this year – I say “thank you,” Rabbi 
Kaufman, for an experience that can 
never be replicated.
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“…the families of Kehas shall 
camp on the south side of the 

Tabernacle…” (Bamidbar 3:15)

The Midrash mentions the prox-
imity of Levi to Reuven to teach 
that “Woe to the wicked, woe to his 
neighbor.” This proximity led to the 
partnership of Korach from Levi, 
with Dasan and Aviram from Reu-
ven. A student in the Ponovezh Ye-
shiva misbehaved and Rav Chatzkel 
Levenstein felt it necessary to expel 
the young man. The student’s mother 
came to Rav Chatzkel and tearfully 
pleaded that her son be given another 
chance. Rav Chatzkel softly told her, 
“Your tears really move me, but what 
can I do? The tears of several hundred 
other mothers, whose sons could be 
adversely affected by your son’s be-
havior move me even more.”

“…these are the generations of 
Aharon and Moshe…”  

(Bamidbar 3:1)

The Talmud sees from this pas-
sage that a teacher of Torah is like a 
father to his students, and he should 
treat his students as such. Rav Chaim 
Kreisworth, the Chief Rabbi of Ant-
werp, would show great honor to Rav 
Nosson Tzvi Finkel, the rosh yeshivah 
of the Mir Yeshiva. Rav Kreisworth’s 
grandson once asked him why he ac-
corded Rav Nosson Tzvi, who was 
Rav Kreisworth’s junior by several 
decades, such honor, especially since 
Rav Kreisworth was known as one 
of the greatest scholars of the time. 
Rav Kreisworth responded, “Though 
I might be the greater scholar, Rav 
Nosson Tzvi has several thousand 
students and he knew them all by 
name! That is a greater accomplish-
ment.” When Rav Nosson Tzvi heard 

this exchange he remarked, “I’m not 
sure I know all their names, but I do 
know that I love every one of them!”

•••

A group of American community 
activists came to speak with Rav Ela-
zar Shach. Before the group entered, a 
father brought his fourteen-year-old 
son to the rosh yeshivah for a bra-
chah. He asked if he could enter into 
the rosh yeshivah’s office first, since 
he would only be a few minutes. The 
group agreed. Minutes passed, how-
ever, and to their consternation, the 
father and son remained secluded 
with Rav Shach. After an hour and 
a half, the pair finally emerged. The 
father apologized that he had only 
wanted a brachah, but when the rosh 
yeshivah asked the boy if he enjoyed 
learning Torah the boy admitted he 
did not. Rav Shach then took two Ge-
maras and began to study a section 
with the boy. He asked, probed, and 
explained the Gemara until the boy 
began to cry. Rav Shach asked him 
what was wrong. The boy explained 
that his tears were of joy, because he 
had experienced the sweetness of To-
rah for the first time. Rav Shach then 
excused himself to the group, ex-
plaining that he believed that lacking 
an appreciation for Torah was like a 
dangerous illness. Teaching the boy 
was like giving him a new lease on 
life, and for that he felt he had to give 
as much time as was needed. 

 “…the Levites will safeguard 
the watch of the Tabernacle…” 

(Bamidbar 1:53)

In the Volozhin Yeshiva, the 
students would stagger their study 
schedule in such a way that there 

were young men studying around the 
clock. Rav Chaim Volozhiner told 
the students that the yeshivos today 
are the sanctuary of G-d, and thus 
require “safeguarding” at all times. 
Rav Yerucham Levovitz discussed 
this idea in the Mir Yeshiva too, but 
he decided against implementing a 
similar program. He felt that students 
staying up all night would interfere 
with the yeshivah’s regular schedule, 
and that an orderly schedule is more 
important for G-d’s sanctuary than 
its safeguarding.

“…and with you shall be one man 
from each tribe, a man who is a 

leader of his father’s household…” 
(Bamidbar 1:4)

Meleches Machsheves suggests 
that the Torah is teaching us that 
a Jewish leader must not be larger 
than life. He must uphold his ideals 
in private life as well as in his public 
life. The heads of the tribes had to be 
leaders in their own households too, 
respected by their families as well as 
by the community. The Gerrer Reb-
be once commented that the level of 
one’s fear of Hashem can only be dis-
cerned by two beings—the Al-mighty 
and one’s own wife. The person who 
behaves one way in public, yet be-
haves entirely differently at home, is 
not deserving of leadership.

 Aharon and his sons will finish 
covering the holy…and the sons 
of Kehas should come to carry… 

(Bamidbar 4:15)

The Talmud (Sotah 35a) says that 
although the sons of Kehas were in-
structed to carry the Aron, the Aron 
actually carried them. Rav Aharon 
Kotler once enlisted a young schol-
ar to serve as a rebbi in a yeshivah. 

The fellow declined, claiming that he 
did not feel worthy enough for such 
a position. Rav Aharon encouraged 
him, “We see the Aron carried those 
who carried it. That means that if you 
are willing to accept upon yourself 
the yoke of bearing the Torah, the 
Torah itself will assist you. Take the 
position and you will see that it will 
elevate you.”

…each man by his banner 
according to the signs of his 
father’s household shall the 
Children of Israel camp… 

(Bamidbar 2:2)

Rav Aharon Kotler understands 
from the specific instructions how 
the people were to camp and how 
they were to travel, and who was to 
carry what, etc. the importance the 
Torah places upon orderliness in the 
service of Hashem. Each tribe, and 
each individual, had a unique place 
and mission that could not be trad-
ed with anyone else. The Brisker Rav 
was once discussing the accomplish-
ments of his great-grandfather, the 
Netziv. He wondered aloud how one 
individual could have accomplished 
so much. He headed the Volozhin-
er Yeshiva, delivering deep lectures 
while knowing all the students. He 
was also responsible for collecting 
funds for the yeshivah. He authored 
many books on different topics in 
both halachah and aggadah, while 
responding to mail from around the 
world. This was all besides his in-
volvement in community affairs for 
Volozhin and the surrounding areas. 
The Brisker Rav claimed that when a 
person is organized in his activities, 
he receives an inordinate amount of 
Divine assistance to help him fulfill 
unimaginable accomplishments.

RABBI EPHRAIM NISENBAUM

Power Points on the Parsha Parshas Bamidbar
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Lessons To Learn From Harambe 
Rabbi Moshe boylan 

Many Tzadikim have said that we 
should try our best to learn from the 
thing we see and hear in the world. 
In this context, I would like to try 
my best to see what we can learn 
from an incident involving a gorilla 
called Harambe. 

Recently, in the Cincinnati Zoo, 
a woman was looking at the gorilla 
cage, while dealing with her four 
children. Suddenly, her four year old 
son jumped into the cage, putting 
his life in danger. The zoo employees 
reacted by shooting and killing the 
gorilla, named Harambe. 

One would have thought that this 
wouldn’t arouse too much upset in 
the world, as obviously the danger 
to the child should clearly outweigh 
the importance of keeping a gorilla 
alive. However, apparently in our 
day and age this was not so clear. 
Many people were upset that the zoo 
killed the animal (instead of using 
a tranquilizer), and had “Tainos”, 
arguments against the mother for 
neglecting her child. Additionally, 
supporters of the gorilla held plac-
ards outside the zoo describing their 
feelings about the gorilla, such as 
“R.I.P. Harambe” or “Because his life 
mattered”. An online petition was 
signed including 180,000 signatures 
protested the actions of the mother 
and demanding she face charges of 
child neglect.

What should our reaction be to 
this? First of all, it would seem that 
this shows a terrible lack of under-
standing the importance of the val-
ue of a human being versus an an-
imal. Let us make it clear that the 
Torah does require us to have Ra-
chamanus, mercy on animals, as it 
said “Verachamav Al Kol Maasav”. It 
also requires us to avoid Tzaar Baalei 
Chayim, causing pain to living crea-
tures. At the same time, the value of 
a human being and the requirement 
to save and protect humans, is clear-
ly much more important. 

This means that if there was any 
possibility that Harambe would kill 
or injure this child, then it would be 
necessary to kill him immediately 
to save the child from death or in-
jury. The fact that so many people 
felt differently, shows a terrible lack 
of priorities and correct values and 
morals.

Now, one may ask what differ-
ence this makes? We as Torah Jews 
may correctly look at this situation 
as a “Gelechter”, a joke. Why should 

we care about the misplaced prior-
ities of those so far away from our 
perspective? 

One answer is that we can at least 
learn a mussar haskel of the impor-
tance of learning and keeping the 
Torah, seeing the results of those 
who live a life with such warped val-
ues and morals. It is said that when 
Rav Boruch Ber zt”l saw a pogrom 
in which people tried to kill others, 
he said that we must thank Hashem 
for giving us the Torah, as otherwise 
we may have become like these in-

dividuals.
Another thing we can learn from 

this incident is to make sure we also 
don’t do things which are incorrect, 
due to emphasizing one thing to a 
greater extent than is called for. 

Let us give some examples: It is 
a big mitzvah for someone to daven 
for the Amud in memory of their 
departed relative. However, what 
happens if the Aveil or the one with 
yahrtzeit sees that someone else also 
wants to daven for the Amud due to 
a legitimate reason. Will the person 
start to have a big fight about this, 
possibly embarrassing the other per-
son and also causing people in the 
shul to be annoyed and upset? If he 
does this, he may be doing the same 
type of thing that the misguided peo-
ple protesting Harambe did. To em-
phasize the mitzvah of davening for 
a yahrtzeit without seeing the other 
Torah obligations such as guarding 
people’s feelings is a warped sense of 
mentality and incorrect. 

Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman 
zt”l used to tell over the follow-
ing story: One Hoshana Rabbah, 
in his hometown of Dolianav, the 
people in shul were waiting for the 
Shamash to bring the Hoshanos. The 
Shamash finally walked in without 

the Hoshanos. He was asked about 
this, and said that he had forgotten 
to buy them. One of the mispallelim 
of the shul lost his cool and publicly 
berated the Shamash for not bring-
ing the Hoshanos. Rav Ruderman 
said that this showed a lack of appre-
ciation of the correct values. While 
“Klopping” Hoshanos is an import-
ant Minhag, it is only a Minhag. In 
contrast, embarrassing someone 
publicly is an Issur DeOraysa and 
actually causes a person to lose their 
Chelek in Olam Haba, r”l. Was it 

worth it to be careful about the min-
hag at the expense of embarrassing 
someone publicly? 

The Rosh Yeshiva zt”l (Rav Rud-
erman) also used to mention a Te-
shuva involving a shul which wanted 
to hire a Chazan that left much to be 
desired in terms of his frumkeit. The 
problem was that many people liked 
the Chazan’s voice, and preventing 
him from being a Chazan would 
likely cause a big machlokes, con-
troversy. One of the Gedolim of this 
time paskened that “Mutav Sheya-
amid Tzelem BeHeichal Veal Yarbeh 
Machlokes BeYisroel”. This means 
that it is better to establish this per-
son as a Chazan, even though his 
being Chazan was equivalent to es-
tablishing a Tzelem BeHeichal, than 
to have an increase of machlokes in 
Klal Yisroel. 

Another example of the true 
and correct approach, is the well 
known story about when Rav Yisroel 
Salanter zt”l had yahrtzeit for one 
of his parents. Meanwhile, another 
person in the shul had yahrtzeit for 
his sister, who had passed away at 
a young age. The general halacha is 
that the person with the yahrtzeit 
for his parent gets to go to the Amud 
before the person with yahrtzeit for 

his sister. Nonetheless, Rav Yisroel, 
in his famous shitah of concern for 
others, said that it would be a big-
ger Iluy Neshama for his parent to 
do Gemilus Chassadim for the other 
person, than for his to daven for the 
Amud. 

Whenever we have such a quan-
dary, when there is a conflict be-
tween various things which are both 
important, we should do our best to 
consult with Gedolei Torah to get 
the Daas Torah as to which value 
and thing carries more weight. 

Another thing we 
can learn from this 
story is what Chazal 
tell us that one should 
be Dan Lekaf Zechus 
and also “Al Tadin Es 
Chaveircha Ad Sheta-
giah Limekomo” (don’t 
judge a person until 
you reach his place). 
In this case, why were 
these people so quick 
to condemn the moth-
er and the zoo officials? 
If they had been in the 
place of the mother or 
the zoo officials, they 
may have done the ex-

act same thing. 
Let us give some examples that 

we can relate to: “Reuven” is driving 
a car and “Shimon” is driving be-
hind him. Reuven slows down, and 
Shimon starts honking and getting 
upset at Reuven. Does Shimon re-
alize that maybe Reuven saw a dis-
abled person walking or some other 
thing that makes it dangerous to 
drive? Again, this goes back to “Al 
Tadin Es Chaveircha Ad Shetagiah 
Limekomo”.  

There are undoubtedly many 
times that we see someone, includ-
ing sometimes even relatives and 
friends doing something we feel is 
wrong or not understandable. Be-
fore being Melameid Chov on them, 
perhaps we can try to understand 
why they are doing this, or at least 
the circumstances that would make 
what they did not as bad.

 As Shavuos approaches, we 
thank Hashem for giving us the 
Torah which provides us with guid-
ance and understanding, enabling 
us to realize what we should do in 
all circumstances. Hopefully, we 
can learn from this incident to use 
the Torah to give us guidance and to 
increase our middah of Dan Lekaf 
Zechus.
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hope?
did someone
say

FOR THE FIRST TIME,

dTMS FOR DEPRESSION

HAS ARRIVED IN BROOKLYN.

dTMS is a proven, painless, short term 

treatment that successfully eliminates the 

debilitating effects of Chronic Depression. 

Using state of the art, groundbreaking 

technology, tens of thousands of people who 

suffer from depression are now symptom free.

OVER 75% success rate

NO PAIN or side effects

NON-INVASIVE

FDA approved

COVERED by most insurance plans

dTMS is currently being used in the highest ranking 

medical facilities in the U.S: Harvard, Columbia 

Presbyterian, Johns Hopkins Medical Center, Mayo 

Clinic, Mt. Sinai Medical Center, Stanford University

Naftali D. Salomon, LMSW, CTP
Clinical Director
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615 AVENUE L  OFF OCEAN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN NY 11230 www.neurocareTMS.com 718 375 0755 

CALL OR SCAN FOR FREE CONSULTATIONinfo@neurocareTMS.com
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Dr. Yaakov Siegel, is a licensed psychologist specializing in addictions. He practices in 
Brooklyn, NY and Lakewood, NJ. He has held positions in Federal and State institutions 

providing clinical services and psychological assessment. For 6 years, he served as 
clinical coordinator for a 160-bed addiction center where, in addition to treating patients, 

he supervised and trained clinical staff. 
Dr. Siegel can be reached at 732-806-1513 or www.siegelpsychological.com

Eating Disorders
Our frum society is not immune to 

the popular obsession with weight and 
body image. Americans are heavier 
than ever and at the same time hold 
thinness as a core value. All of us are 
concerned with our eating habits and 
weight from time to time. But some 
take it to an extreme and develop un-
healthy relationships with food, even 
at the expense of their own health and 
well-being. What is an eating disorder 
and how can psychotherapy help?

Eating Disorders 
There are generally three catego-

ries of disordered eating: anorexia 
nervosa, bulimia nervosa and binge 
eating disorder. 

People with anorexia see them-
selves as overweight even when they 
are dangerously thin. They restrict their 
caloric intake, exercise excessively and 
lose large amounts of weight. If left un-
checked, this can develop into a serious 
life-threatening condition.  

Bulimia involves eating large 
quantities of food and then purging 
the body of the food through exercise 
or other means. This cycle is often ac-
companied by feelings of shame while, 
at the same time, feeling relief once 
the calories are expelled. 

Binge eating involves compulsive 
eating and often leads to obesity and 
other health problems. Anorexia and 
bulimia can be easily detected as they 
are often preceded by strict dieting 
and weight loss. When eating behav-
iors begin to have an impact a person’s 
functioning and self-image it is time 
to seek help. Early intervention can 
make all the difference. 

Statistics indicate that eating dis-
orders affect more girls and women, 
especially during the teenage years. 
But this problem is not limited by gen-
der. A primary care physician recently 
told me that he has recently noticed a 
drastic increase in the number of Hei-
mishe boys who have an unhealthy re-
lationship with food and body weight. 

What makes this disorder so con-
cerning is that it often goes undetect-
ed. People with eating disorder typi-
cally withdraw from social contact 
and hide their problem. They main-
tain a facade of normalcy and the out-
ward appearance of health. Attention 

to warning signs and accurate diagno-
sis is key. 

Psychological Factors
There are several psychological fac-

tors and personality profiles that char-
acterize eating disorders. Many suffer 
from low self esteem, poor body image 
and helplessness. People with anorexia 
tends to be perfectionistic and bulimics 
are generally impulsive. 

Family factors play a role in the 
emergence of the disorder. Patient 
typically report that they have been 
teased or exposed to comments about 
weight at home or at school. Nega-
tive emotion or overwhelming stress 
due to trauma is another identifying 
feature. Literature suggests that even 
a positive event, such as giving birth, 
can be experienced as traumatic and 
lead to eating disorder as the new 
mother or father adjust to their chang-
ing image and roles. 

How can a psychologist help?
Eating disorders are best treated 

by a multidisciplinary team consisting 
of a physician, psychologist, dietician 
and caregivers. The physician rules out 
medical illness and monitors physical 
functioning throughout recovery. The 
dietician helps assess and improve nu-
tritional intake. Family members pro-
vide support and work alongside the 
team to implement treatment strate-
gies, such as supervising mealtime. 

The psychologist identifies issues 
that need attention and develops 
a treatment plan. He or she helps 
the patient replace self-destructive 
thoughts and behaviors to focus on 
health rather than weight. 

The next stage of treatment is to 
explore underlying issues that perpet-
uate the disorder. The patient learns to 
maintain healthy relationships, deals 
with past trauma, and learns adaptive 
coping skills. 

Does treatment work?
The answer is that it does, but most 

of the time the changes are not instan-
taneous. Early detection, involvement 
of family members, marital therapy 
and a team approach contribute to 
treatment success.  The sooner treat-
ment starts the better because when 
eating patterns are entrenched they 
become more difficult to treat.

DR. YAAKOV SIEGEL

Functional Psychology
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THE EYEWEAR TRENDSETTERS AT EYES & OPTICS FEATURE IN-VOGUE FASHIONS AND  
OUT-OF-THE-BOX STYLES THAT HELP YOU DEFINE YOURSELF. SO VISIT OUR DAZZLING 

BROOKLYN SHOWROOM TO DISCOVER THE LOOK THAT FITS YOU PERFECTLY. 

2922  AVENUE L  • BROOKLYN ,  NY  1 1210  • 7 18 .758 .2020  • WWW.EYESANDOPT ICSNY.COM

A U T H O R I Z E D  R E T A I L E R  O F

TH
E EYEWEAR

TRE N D SE TTE
R

S

THE LITVISH LOOK

TRENDY SELECTION OF DESIGNER FRAMES

EXPERT EYE EXAMS DONE ON PREMISES 

MOST MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
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FLATBUSH BLOOD DRIVE
TUESDAY, JUNE 14TH

CONG. BNEI SHLOMO ZALMAN
(RABBI FRANKEL'S SIMCHA HALL)

1093 EAST 21ST STREET
5:00PM - 9:30PM

Zichron Dovid Blood Drive
Dedicated in the memory of  Rabbi Dovid Grossman z”l
בהמלצת גדולי הרבנים וראשי הישיבות שליט”א

5216 11th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219

N O W  A V A I L A B L E  D A I LY * 

Maimonides Admin. Building - 4802 10th Avenue Blood Donor Room
(3rd floor) Free parking in the Maimonides parking lot with validation.

Weekdays 8:00am - 7:00pm
*Mention Bikur Cholim Group 481

B L O O D /
P L AT E L E T S

N E E D E D ?

SEPARATE SECTION FOR MEN AND WOMEN.

PLEASE BRING IDENTIFICATION.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL:  718.438.2020

Hot buffet by                   
will be served to all donors

TOUCHES
THE

WHAT COMES
FROM THE

Heart
Heart

DONATE BLOOD.

If you are in need of a 
designated  donor for 
a family member or 
would  like to donate 
platelets, please call:  

347.267.4521 1651 Coney Island Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11230

T: 718.998.1415  F: 718.627.1855

www.omnirehab.com

CHILDHOOD CENTER 
can help!
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Evaluations or services provided by the Department of Education CPSE program are for preschool 
children who have or are suspected of having a disability pursuant to Section 4410 of Article 89. Services 
are ultimately determined by the district CPSE administrator during the IEP meeting process.

ALSO PROVIDING 

EARLY INTERVENTION 

HOME BASED AND  

CENTER BASED SERVICES!

At Omni Childhood Center We Provide 
The Following  High Quality Services:

EVALUATIONS • SPECIAL EDUCATION (SEIT) 
SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY • AUDIOLOGY 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • COUNSELING

Funded  i n  pa r t  b y  t he  NYC  Dep t .  f o r  t he  Ag i ng

 Klal Yisroel
Together

Are you a senior/Holocaust Survivor
who would like to say Tehillim
on behalf of Klal Yisroel?

We invite you to join
Bikur Cholim Chesed Organization’s

SUMMER
TEHILLIM PROJECT
JOIN OUR GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS
WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Every few weeks, you will be mailed a list of חולים
or those requesting שמירה over the summer months.

Please call:
Estie Klein at Bikur Cholim to sign up.

(718) 438-2020 Ext. 7436

5216 11th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219 - Tel. 718.438.2020   Fax. 718.438.5259
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The Original
 EYEWEAR  & EYECARE

Experience 

optique.elegance@gmail.com

718-258-0315
1552 Coney Island Ave 
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Center for Anxiety
Community Education Series

A free monthly lecture

3692 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11229
All guests are welcome to attend this FREE program

 Please RSVP to info@centerforanxiety.org or 646-837-5557

Presented by David H. Rosmarin PhD, ABPP.

At any point in time, nearly 9% of the population has a specific phobia, involving marked and persistent fear and 
avoidance of one or more specific objects or situations (e.g., flying, driving, heights, dogs, spiders, medical/dental 

procedures). This talk will provide an overview of a novel and highly effective evidence-based approach to the treatment 
of specific phobias, which helps individuals overcome their fears in a single day, without the use of medication.

Wednesday, June 22nd at 12:30 at our Brooklyn location

Intensive Treatment for Specific Phobias: 
Overcoming Your Fears in a Single Day
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The Floortime Quiz

Who was Floortime originally created for ?
1. Children with autism
2. Children with sensory processing disorders
3. Children with social and emotional challenges 
4. Typically developing children and teens. 

The correct answer is 4. Dr. Stanley Greenspan, M.D. was a child psychiatrist who developed Floortime to help parents 
understand how their interactions with their children play a role in the social and emotional development and process. 
Dr. Greenspan and his wife led parenting groups describing the techniques that would later be termed as The Floortime 
approach. 

What is Floortime?
1. Playing with a child to help them problem solve 
2. All play with children is considered Floortime  
3. Following a child’s lead in play 
4. A specific set of interaction that are said and done by a caregiver or trained profes-

sional to facilitate neural pathways in a child’s brain.

The correct answer is 4. Clinicians who are experts in Floortime understand the developmental psychology behind 
the model, evaluate the areas a child or teenager is challenged in and formulate a treatment plan with a specific 
set of interactions and techniques to facilitate growth and strengthen areas of social and emotional capacity. 

Floortime is the ideal approach to help with challenges concerning:
1. Attention/focus issues and initiative ability 
2. School challenges and behavior modification 
3. Emotional immaturity and lack of communication 
4. Anxiety and depression 
5. Social challenges and relationship issues
6. Challenges with gray area reasoning and multi casual thinking 
7. Anger issues and self esteem  
8. Trauma and phobias 

The correct answer is all of the above. Experts who understand the philosophy of Floortime understand why chil-
dren and teenagers have struggles and challenges in many different areas and can appropriately address them. 

Floortime should be used with children ages :
1. 0-3
2. 4-7
3. 7-9
4. 9-13
5. 13-26
6. 26+ 

The correct answer is all of the above. Floortime helps children and teenagers at each level of develop-
ment. Until recently it was believed that after a person is 26 they can only learn based on previous 
experiences. Recent research with trauma victims has showed that even after 26 years of age the 
neural pathways in the brain are adaptive and keep changing. 

True or False 
Floortime is vague and progress and is hard to measure. 
1. True 
2. False 

The correct answer is false. Experts in Floortime are goal oriented and progress is measured 
and charted. 

If you are an expert at Floortime, just starting 
out or never heard about Floortime before.  
See how well you really know what 

Floortime is.

THE GREENSPAN
 FLOORTIME WORKSHOP

presented by

JAKE GREENSPAN
Founder of the Floortime Center in Bethesda Maryland

Son of Dr. Stanley Greenspan, the creator of the  
Greenspan Floortime approach

TOPIC:  Exploring Social, Emotional and Sensory Challenges on a Deeper Level

MONDAY, JUNE 20TH, 2016

TO REGISTER, OR FOR INFORMATION REGARDING CEU’S
PLEASE CALL/TEXT: 732-534-2250 OR EMAIL: CFY@CFYSERVICES.COM

This program is approved by the NASW (approval #886589996-0) for 6 social work continuing education hours, and by AOTA for 0.6 AOTA CEUs

COMMUNITY FAMILY SERVICES FOR YOUR CHILD’S GROWTH   
1217 Madison Ave Lakewood NJ 08701  732-942-5090 / 732-534-2250

CFY Services
PRESENTS

WANT RESULTS?  
ATTEND THE  FLOORTIME WORKSHOP WITH THE LEADING PIONEER  

AND INNOVATOR OF CHILD-CENTERED INTERVENTIONS. 

WANT RESULTS?   
CALL CFY SERVICES TODAY FOR A FREE PHONE CONSULTATION   
TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD/ STUDENT/ CLIENT.

Don’t m
iss 

this a
mazing opportunity 

registr
ation is c

losing soon

AN IMPORTANT 
ONE DAY  

WORKSHOP FOR...
Special Educators

Occupational Therapists

Speech Therapists

Play Therapists

Social Workers

Psychologists

Mental Health 
 Professionals

Parents

Students
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be there.
Summer classes start July 7.

Career placement
assistance

Business Management
Degree  • 19 months

Accounting+ Business  
Essentials • 3-5 months

Business + Accounting
Degree  • 22 months

718-506-0500 ext. 208
info@copeins.com Enroll Today!

Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC, has 
been working with parents for over 30 years.  
He can be reached at 718-344-6575. Men’s and 
women’s groups now available.  Call for details.

“How was school today?”
“Fine.”
“What did you do there today?”
“Nothing.”
Does that conversation sound fa-

miliar? It does to me. Many parents 
tell me that their conversations with 
their children about their day in school 
go just like that every day. Of course, 
these parents don’t take that answer 
literally. It isn’t possible for a sentient 
human being to spend that many con-
secutive hours doing nothing. Parents 
know that when their child says she did 
nothing all day, she means either that 
she can’t remember anything in partic-
ular that she did, or that she didn’t do 
anything worth telling over.

When I � rst got married, I would 
come home from yeshiva and grad-
uate school and, at the dinner table, 
tell over my day in excruciating detail. 
It didn’t take very long until my wife 
and I realized that with rare exception, 
I was telling over the same thing day 
a� er day. It wasn’t only that I didn’t 
remember a lot of what I had learned 
that day or that I thought it was irrele-
vant. It was simply too repetitive. Oth-
er than the new material I had learned 
that day (which I wasn’t o� en able to 
tell over), my days didn’t vary much; 
there wasn’t much to tell.

Your child’s situation is just like 
that. School days don’t vary all that 
much unless the Mobile Zoo was at 
his school one day or they had a � re 
drill. � e rest of the time it feels the 
same, day a� er day. Except for the 
material he learned.  So what happens 
when you ask about that? How does 
that conversation go?

Parent: “What did you learn about 
with Rebbe today?”

Child: “� e same thing we’ve been 
doing for the past few days”

Parent: “What thing you’ve been 
doing for the past few days? What you 
are learning about?”

Child: “Kinyanim [laws regarding 
possession of materials or property]”

Parent: “� at’s what you told me 
yesterday. What did you learn today?”

Child: “More laws of kinyanim.”
It’s like pulling teeth. � en again, 

what were you thinking? Did you re-
ally expect him to tell over the sugya 
and the shiur?

Would you prefer he tell you some 
things from limudei chol? Like what? 
� at the capital of South Dakota is 
Pierre? (Yes, I did have to look that 
up)  Or that SohCahToa was not the 
Chief of the Hopi Indians? (It’s a mne-
monic used in trigonometry) � ese 
may be important things to know but 
they’re not that much fun to tell over.

Let’s consider the possibility of sec-
ond order change here. Rather than 
asking the same question di� erently, 
let’s see if we can ask a di� erent ques-
tion and get better results.

Before I go on, let me point out 
that if your child is doing poorly ac-
ademically, behaviorally, or socially, 
you need know what that’s like for her 
day in and day out and how to help 
her with her problem, whether she 
considers it a problem or not.

If your child, most of the time, is 
doing well academically, behaviorally, 
and socially, you might consider ask-
ing a di� erent question, rather than, 
“How was school today?” 

You might consider asking a ques-
tion that would give you some in-
sight into your child’s thoughts and 
concerns, and perhaps what he feels 
thankful for. 

You might consider asking: What 
did you daven for today?

What do you think about asking that?

I think he might be uncomfortable 
about sharing that with me.

I think you’re probably right about 
that. I still think it’s a valuable ques-
tion. What could you do to make him 
less uncomfortable?

I don’t know.
� e best way to help a child express 

his thoughts and feelings in any giv-
en context is to express yours. Share 
with your child what you davened for 
today. Tell him some of the concerns, 
aspirations, and gratitude that you 
mentioned in your davening. Let him 
hear how you impart your own mean-
ing into the words of the te� los. Let 
him see that it’s okay to share some 
of these kavonos with someone else. 
Rather than telling your child how 
to daven, tell her how you daven and 
trust that she’ll emulate you.

She’ll emulate you no matter what 
you do or don’t tell her. � at’s nothing 
new.

It is necessary to watch carefully over 
children to see that they daven properly. 
In previous generations when men dav-
ened with inspiration (hisorarus) they 
naturally impressed this upon the chil-
dren so that they too davened properly, 
and you didn’t have to watch over them 
so much. � is is not the case today [this 
was written 50 years ago and it hasn’t 
gotten any better]. Because of our in-
iquities, te� lah is one of the things that 
people trample. If we won’t watch over 
our children, they will very o� en not 
daven at all. I have seen in many places 
that during the davening the children 
aren’t being watched over; they practi-
cally don’t daven at all. � ere are some 
children who do well on their own but 
most unsupervised children do not dav-
en, and when they grow up, they o� en 
don’t daven. At this point it is very di�  -
cult to accustom them to davening. � is 
is one of the causes of many children 

going o� , rachmana l’tzlan. (Hagahos 
Ha’chinuch, page 57)

What did you daven for today? If 
you can’t answer that question, don’t 
be surprised if your child can’t.

For example, in the paragraph Es 
tzemach David we ask for monarchy. 
What does that mean to you? � e 
only royalty we’re familiar with today 
is British and the Royal British are 
mostly fodder for gossip magazines 
and satirists. Can we really imagine 
how wonderful it will be to have the 
restoration of the Davidic Kingdom? 
How does this paragraph allude to 
Moshiach? What do you think your 
life will be like when Moshiach comes 
bimharah b’yamainu?

Rabbi Ackerman, if I were to think 
about how each of the brachos applies to 
me I would never � nish my quiet shem-
onah esrai in time to respond to kedu-
sha. I don’t think I’d even be � nished 
in time to say modim d’rabonon! And 
I don’t daven in a shul that goes partic-
ularly fast. It just isn’t realistic to daven 
as slowly as one would have to in order 
to do what you’re suggesting. 

I’m suggesting that you take the 
time, in one or two paragraphs each 
time you daven, to think about the 
meaning of the words to you right 
then. Not the translation. � e mean-
ing, the import, the signi� cance to you 
personally.  I think such focus on at 
least some of the te� lah will help you 
and your child shi�  your mentality 
from “interrupting what you were 
doing because you have to daven” to 
“taking the opportunity to daven.”

May our te� los for our children 
� nd favor in eyes of Hashem.

What Did You Daven for Today?
RABBI YITZCHAK SHMUEL ACKERMAN, LMHC

Nachas Notes 
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Preschool through 4th grade and growing

1245 E 18th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11230
(718) 975-0489
darcheialiya@gmail.com

Menahel:

Rabbi Isser Pliner 
Early Childhood Director: 

Mrs. Bassie Goldman

Board of Trustees:

Harav Reuven Feinsteinשליט"א

Mr. Yaakov Augenstein
Rabbi Dovid Levine

Rabbi A Y Press 
Rabbi Ariel Rabin 
Rabbi Jonathan Rietti
Mr. Lazer Scheiner

You want your son to feel at home learning Torah. That’s why we combine the 
bekiyus of the ZICHRU method with the skills and havana of AL PI DARKO 
to give him mastery of (his) learning and a kinyan in Torah.

1st grade is full · Limited preschool spots still open · APPLY NOW!

Right at 
home.

YDA-ad7b-fjj.indd   1 6/3/16   10:36 AM
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LinkedIn or Left Out? Kickstart Your Career!

←

Attend a free LinkedIn workshop led by award-winning career expert Chaim Shapiro of  

Touro College.  To register, email career.services@touro.edu or call 718.535.9375. 

REGISTER FOR A 
FREE WORKSHOP!

June 19th • 10:30-12pm
1602 Avenue J

Brooklyn

 

Learn how to: 
• Create a winning profile 
• Make your profile standout
• Find jobs that match your 

skills and interests
• Use best practices to 

promote yourself
• Make connections and 

engage industry leaders
• ...and more!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Men and Women invited

ראש הישיבה הרב דוד סתם שליט”א

ר”מ ושואל ומשיב לסדר ב׳
הרב אברהם גאלדברענער שליט”א

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 917-803-2723

Located at 1554 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11230

Located in the heart of Flatbush, 
Yeshiva Gedolah Ohr Nachman offers a 
unique learning opportunity, providing a 
well-rounded limud in a warm environment 
where each bochur will have the ability to 
establish a kesher with the Roshei HaYeshiva. 
The Rosh HaYeshiva will be giving shiurim in 
 Bochurim will .הלכה as well as chaburos in גמרא
have the opportunity to join an existing kollel 
for night seder.

STARTING בעזהי״ת
ראש חודש אלול תשע״ו

בית מדרש מגיד שיעור שלושים שנה
 ורב דקהל אור גדליהו

”כי באור פניך נתת לנו”כי באור פניך נתת לנו
ד׳ אלקינו תורת חיים“

ישיבה גדולה אור נחמן

בס״ד We are proud to 
announce the opening of 

ישיבה
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THENEWSEMINARY.

BACHELOROF SCIENCE

NURSING

NY & NJ FINANCIAL AID AND ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

NOWBOTHNY&NJ
CANDISCOVER

theopportunities&thepossibılıties...
Do it quick. Do it right.

NEW!NY&NJFINANCIALAIDOPTIONS
THENew
Seminary

rbhnxasjv
Rebbetzin Sora F. Bulka
M E N A H E L E S

Rabbi Yeshaya Levy
M E N A H E L

BSN

BACHELOROF SCIENCE:
BUSINESS

NATURALSCIENCESBS
BACHELOROF ARTS:
SOCIAL SCIENCESBA

INSPIRATION . GROWTH

JOIN the hundreds of Bais Yaakov
graduates of The New Seminary.

Benefit from our individualized
guidance & hadracha. Enjoy a year
of Limudei Kodesh and earn credits
while pursuing a BA, BS, or BSN.
Affiliated with prestigious universities,
The New Seminary’s accelerated
programs offer a stellar education
culminating in an internationally
recognized degree.
The New Seminary. Doing it right.

ATT: DEAL, EDISON, LAKEWOOD, PASSAIC...

APPLICATION PROCESS
NOW OPEN FOR

SUMMER (JUNE - AUGUST) & FALL 2016

NEW YORK: 1492 EAST 12TH STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11230
718.769.8160 f: 718.769.8640 INFO@THENEWSEMINARY.ORG

NEW JERSEY: 139 OCEAN AVENUE, LAKEWOOD, NJ 08701
732.366.3500 f: 732.367.8640 INFO@THENEWSEMINARY.ORG
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We Accept Medicaid, Medicare, and most Insurance plans.
Therapists conversant in Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian, and Spanish. 

40 Years of
Behavioral Health

Services
in your community

We Accept Medicaid, Medicare, and most Insurance plans.

SAME DAY ACCESS
for children, adolescents and adults.

WALK-INS WELCOME OR PLEASE CALL OHEL ACCESS:

1-800-603-OHEL

• INDIVIDUAL THERAPY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
• COUPLES THERAPY  • DBT GROUPS  • CREATIVE ART THERAPY GROUPS

• PARENTING GROUPS  • TRAUMA FOCUSED CBT
• PSYCHIATRIC ASSESSMENT  • MEDICATION MANAGEMENT

Services

CHAMPS Wellness Program
Coordinated Health and

Mental Health Programs & Services
Elements include:  • HEALTH EDUCATION  • HEALTH MONITORING

• PEER SERVICES  • WELLNESS WORKSHOPS

Mental Health Programs & Services
NEW!

ALWAYS ON CALL 1-800-603-OHEL
LIVE HELP ONLINE www.ohelfamily.org

CONFIDENTIAL RESPONSE access@ohelfamily.org

THE MARVIN K AYLIE TIKVAH
COUNSELING CENTER AT OHEL

2925A Kings Highway • Brooklyn, New York

  Which College and 
Non-College career 

choices are right for 
me? How long will it 

take?

What is the  
“ Israel Options” 

Program? 
What is FAFSA?

Let us help you with all these questions
and more!

I’ve been out of 
school for so 

long. What can I 
do now?

Parnassa Options: 
How do I use my High 
School, Seminary, or 

Yeshiva credits?
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Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

New York Medical College

SUNY Downstate School of Medicine & PA program

SUNY Stony Brook School of Medicine & PA program

University of Michigan Medical School

NYU College of Dentistry

Rutgers School of Dental Medicine & Psy. D. program

Temple University School of Dentistry

Touro College of Dental Medicine

Touro College of Pharmacy

NYU College of Nursing

Touro School of Health Sciences

Pace University Psy.D. program

Columbia Law School

Harvard Law School

University of Chicago Law School 

Fordham Graduate School of Social Service

Touro Graduate School of Social Work

Columbia University Teachers College 

Touro College Graduate School of Education

OUR 
GRADUATES 

HAVE BEEN 
ACCEPTED TO 
PRESTIGIOUS 

GRADUATE 
SCHOOLS, 

INCLUDING: 

May you merit to create a Kiddush Hashem in all your endeavors. Mazel Tov!

WE WISH SUCCESS TO OUR GRADUATES LAUNCHING 
PROFESSIONAL CAREERS AT THE FOLLOWING FIRMS:

AXA • Bank of New York • Deloitte • Goldman Sachs • Google • KPMG  

Microsoft • PricewaterhouseCoopers • UnitedHealthcare/Optum

DR. ALAN KADISH
President 

DR. MARK HASTEN
Chairman of the Board

RABBI MOSHE KRUPKA
Executive VP

DR. STANLEY BOYLAN
VP, Undergraduate Education

DR. ROBERT GOLDSCHMIDT
VP and Dean of Students

DAVID RAAB
Executive VP

1602 Avenue J (East 16th Street)  
718.252.7800 x59299 or 59230 
admissions.lander@touro.edu

touro.edu/landercolleges

←

THE LANDER 
COLLEGE IN 
FLATBUSH 

CONGRATULATES

THE GRADUATING 
CLASS OF 

2016

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu
Lander College of Arts & Sciences o� ers seperate divisions for men and women.
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get your
bachelor’s 
degree
coming:  
fall 2016

C a l l  9 2 9 - 3 2 2 - D A A S  ( 3 2 2 7 )
Emai l :  in fo@daas inst i tu te .o rg  

Degrees Offered in: Business PsychologyDisabi l i ty Studies

Financial Aid 
Available!

Inst itute of Learning

Notice of Nondiscriminatory Policy  
as to Students

Lev Bais Yaakov Elementary School and Lev Bais Yaakov High School 
admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the 
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made 

available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admission policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic 

and other school administered programs.

BYCC partners with parents who inculcate the Mesoras 
Hachaim into their children and share the goal of raising 
Doros Yeshorim U’mevorachim who proudly carry the Bais 
Yaakov banner.

of committed Chinuch Habanos  
under the dedicated leadership of 

44 Camphill Road , Pomona, NY 10970
For Information or an Application  
Kindly Call Our Office at: 845.362.3166

THE PLACE FOR  
BNOS TALMIDEI CHACHOMIM

Moving to 
Monsey? 

zia
awri

Chofetz
Chaim

OF POMONA

Bais
Yaakov

utg
miig

Think  
Pomona

Rabbi Henoch Zaks Shlit”a  
Rosh Hamosad 

Mrs. Leah Zaks  
Principal

Mrs. Bracha Diamant
Assistant Principal K-3

Mrs. Esty Alter
curriculum coordinator 

VARIETY OF INNOVATIVE  
PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

LIMITED CLASS SIZES 
KINDERGARTEN — 8TH GRADE

ENVIRONMENT OF 
יראת שמים,  מדות טובות, שמחת החיים

Middos • Parsha  • Creative Play • Trips 
Learning Centers • UPK Slots Available

Parallel Classes • Warm Atmosphere 

Curriculum meets the needs of every child 
using differentiated methodology.

Thirty-Six Years 

serving the monsey community and beyond
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• Preparation for NYS teacher certification exams

• Advisor hotline and mentor support

• Program in harmony with your values and priorities

Sunday classes for women, Evening classes for men

 

MASTERS IN SPECIAL EDUCATIONMASTERS IN SPECIAL EDUCATIONMASTERS IN SPECIAL EDUCATIONMASTERS IN SPECIAL EDUCATIONMASTERS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION
LEARN TO TEACH 
The unparalleled rewards of teaching Special 

Education students are within easy reach with 

TTI’s Masters Program. With your Transitional B 

Certification, you can be working in the field in 

as little as 10 weeks!

Many career opportunities 
in both special and 
general education

TheTTI Path to Success... 

Start your BA now and be ready  for your 
MA in Special Education Starting Feb 2017.

testingandtraining.com

CAll TODAY!
Celebrating 20 yearsCall 877.RING.TTI 

Beginning Fall 2016, courses o� ered in Fall, Spring & Summer 
•  Job placement assistance provided by our career services 

department • Financial aid and generous scholarships 
available to academically qualifi ed students • Evening classes 

• Yeshiva credits integrated into the B.S. degree 

*APPLY BY JULY 15, 2016 FOR 
APPLICATION FEE WAIVER 

Apply to our new accelerated accounting 
CPA program and complete your B.S. in 

Accounting in less than two years at Touro. 

The Touro College Accounting CPA program ranks among 
the best in New York, based on the pass rate achieved by our 

students on the Uniform CPA exam.  Join other Touro graduates 
who are pursuing careers at renowned CPA fi rms, including 

Deloitte, EisnerAmper, Grant Thorton, KPMG, Loeb and Troper,  
PricewaterhouseCoopers and RCM.

NEW! Accelerate Your Success in our Accounting CPA Program

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

LANDER COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES
AT TOURO IN FLATBUSH

Where Knowledge and Values Meet

Lander College of Arts & Sciences 
718.252.7800 ext. 59299 or 59320 • admissions.lander@touro.edu

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
ACCELERATED CPA PROGRAM: 

Professor Shammai Bienenstock
shammai.bienenstock@touro.edu or 917.613.5167

←

LANDER COLLEGE OF
ARTS & SCIENCES

APPLY NOW! 
FOR FALL 2016*
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Chaim L. Alter
718-713-8400
charlesalter@allstate.com

16
47

43

Savings based on national customer reported data for new policies written in 2014. Actual savings vary. Allstate 
Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL Northbrook, IL. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

I can help you save money now.
When you’re looking to save some 
green, I’m the first person to call. In 
fact, drivers who switched to 
Allstate saved an average of $446 
a year. Call me first to see how 
much you can save.

Dollars are better.
Change is good.
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with Drivewise.®

Good
Drivers
Earn
Rewards

s

16
45

15

Call me today and get the rewards
you deserve with Drivewise.

 

David H. Cohen, CPCU, CFP®
718-859-7900
464 Kings Highway Brooklyn, NY
davidcohen@allstate.com

Usher Brecher
347-268-3420
464 Kings Highway Brooklyn, NY
abrecher@allstate.com

Sign up for free and get the Drivewise Device.
Drivewise rewards you for the safe driving you already do every day. 
Get 10% o� your auto premium right away. Then, earn up to 20% o� 
every six months based on your good driving.

Drivewise insurance feature is optional; savings vary based on driving behavior. Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and 
Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

Established 1863 · Member FDICVisit us today!
www.applebank.com
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   1321 Kings Highway, Homecrest, 718-382-7723   776 Manhattan Avenue, Greenpoint, 718-361-2068  
   6701 18th Avenue, Bensonhurst, 718-837-1100   326 Court Street, Carroll Gardens, 718-237-6449 
   1973 86th Street, Bensonhurst, 718-372-5454   418 Myrtle Avenue, Clinton Hill, 718-624-5130
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PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary --
with Your Choice of Passbook or Statement Savings!

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no 
interest paid on balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of May 17, 2016.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank 
BONUS Savings account.  $2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple 
Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is $3,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest 
balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do 
not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is cal-
culated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  
Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2016 for $50,000.  A $10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2016.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the 
January 12, 2017 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2017.
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The Presidential Race - A Culture On Display
Trump in the Classroom
A few weeks ago, a question was 

raised at a chinuch convention, as 
how a Rebbe should respond to a 
student who asks him for his opinion 
of the presidential candidate Donald 
Trump. The Gedolim at the conven-
tion felt that a conversation of a can-
diate and his policies does not belong 
in the classroom. 

The truth is that a discussion of 
this sort is probably a common oc-
curence at a family supper table.

Allow me to attempt to bring out 
a deeper perspective on this topic. 
Perhaps this outlook will give all of 
us an opportunity to use this season 
to teach our children. Not to teach 
them anything about a candidate or 
any of his policies, rather to teach 
our Torah values and principles. 

Election Season 2016
The society around us gets very 

caught up in an election season. 
Electing a president is taken very se-
riously, and it becomes a big part of 
the average American’s life. Though 
ideally we would love to live in a 
world that has no attachment to so-
ciety around us, for most of us this 
doesn’t exist. The great interest and 
excitement that captures the world 
around us during this season per-
meates very much into our world. It 
becomes the literature of the weekly 
Jewish newspapers, and it becomes a 
regular topic of conversation among 
friends. Children, who are naturally 
excited by any competition, find the 
election season thrilling. Many of 
them follow closely each candidate, 
and ride the ups and downs of their 
campaigns. 

The truth is that a child’s inter-
est in elections would seem like just 
another harmless outlet. Instead of 
them arguing about a football game 
they sit and discuss different candi-
dates for president. And the reality 
is that during many election seasons 
this is true. But there is something 
very unique about this election 
season that may cause us to react 
a little differently, concerning our 
children. That distinction is a man 
named Mr. Trump. A man who has 
never held a position in government, 
has brought an excitement that the 
country has never seen before. This 
excitement finds itself among many 
Frumeh Yidden, especially among 
the youth. 

The People’s President
We all understand that when peo-

ple stand behind any man to elect 
him President, it’s naturally an ap-

proval of that man. The people’s votes 
for a man mean that they strongly 
value what they see as his qualities, 
enough to grant him the strongest 
position in the world.

It’s not wrong to say that a soci-
ety is decisively defined by the can-
didate it supports. A candidate that 
has millions of people voting for him 
is only a reflection of the qualities 
that his voters appreciate. When one 
reads about a candidate soaring in 
the polls, he is reading about the so-
ciety’s clear definition of true great-
ness. Hence, if we are continually 
reading and hearing, feelings of re-
spect and admiration from our world 
around us towards a certain man, it’s 
very important for us to recognize if 
we share in that admiration. We can 
only do that by unveiling the source 
of all the admiration, through exam-
ining and exposing the virtues of the 
candidate they stand behind.

Wealth and its Value
It’s no secret that Mr. Trump is 

known first and foremost for his 
great wealth. He is a multi billion-
aire and he talks very much about 
that fact. His money is what people 
associate him with most.

 Now, understand the western 
world views a rich man as a man 
that made it in life. They adore a rich 
person, and consider his success an 
attribute in and of itself. Becoming 
wealthy is probably the number one 
aspiration of the average Westerner. 

Now the Torah doesn’t view 
wealth as a virtue. Any appreciation 
for money is specifically for the good 
that can be done with it. In our so-
ciety much respect is often given to 
the wealthy man, but all the honor is 
given exclusively for the great things 
he does with his money and never for 
the mere fact of making the money.

When our children are seeing a 
world infatuated with a man for the 
money he has, they are subconscious-
ly hearing that acquiring money is a 
value. It is our job to counteract these 
thoughts, through educating them 
the way a Yid values money. 

Fame 
One of the main attractions of 

Mr. Trump is his celebrity status. 
Mr. Trump spent all his life promot-
ing himself on the public scene in 
every which way, in order to become 
world renowned, and he very much 
achieved that goal. The western 
world loves a famous person. Fame 
is seen as a primary objective of life, 
and therefore one who attains fame 
earns the great respect of the people.  

[To accurately comprehend the 
extent of this idea, it’s worth illus-
trating. Statistics show that profes-
sional football players are likely to 
suffer premature illness and death. 
Nevertheless, professional players 
continue their career even with this 
knowledge.  The motive of achieving 
fame overrides the chances of risking 
one’s life.] 

The Torah doesn’t view fame as 
something positive at all. On the 
contrary fame is looked at as some-
thing that is dangerous, and we are 
told to run away from it. A Yid be-
lieves that living life with the motive 
of gaining respect from others is a 
contradiction to Avodas Hashem. 
We are here in the world as servants 
of our Creator, and we seek only to 
bring glory to His name. Selflessness 
is not just a positive character trait, it 
is the essence of a Yid. 

Here too it’s our obligation to 
counteract this blowing wind, and to 
teach our children the Torah outlook 
on fame. We must explain them, that 
the world of social media, where an 
average person is posting his daily 
happenings for others to view, is a 
world totally controlled by a desire 
for recognition and fame. A Yid de-
spises this way of living. He looks to 
live his life “bitzneeus”, understand-
ing that the more he lives his life in 
modesty, the more genuine and pure 
is his service of Hashem.

The Script of A Selfish Life
There is one more central part of 

Mr. Trump and his campaign that 
needs to be dealt with. It is the most 
repulsive part, but it’s the heart and 
soul of him and his campaign. This 
is his disrespect of other people. Mr. 
Trump stands on a public stage, with 
an audience of millions of viewers, 
and he openly ridicules and insults 
anyone who opposes him. His many 
followers do not view this as some-
thing that disqualifies him. Instead 
they applaud him for it. 

This disturbing phenomenon is 
only a ref lection of the ideals and 
values of the candidate and his ad-
mirers. When one believes that the 
purpose of life is for man to serve 
only himself, then inevitably he 
views others as a means for him to 
fulfill his self purpose. As soon at 
the other person stands in his path, 
he sees it as his right to degrade and 
insult the other in order for him to 
carry on his own self service. [It’s no 
wonder that in the Western world 
the definition of “humor” is, find-
ing f laws of others and laughing at 
it. After all, the other person is only 
there to service man’s own selfish 
journey through life.]

 A Yid is appalled by such behav-
ior. Any insult of another, in any 
situation, is looked at with disgrace. 
We are taught to jump into a fire be-
fore embarrassing a friend! Is there a 
deeper clash of cultures than this? A 
westerner is ready to “bury” a friend 
in order to promote himself, and the 
Torah Jew is ready to give up his own 
life so not to cause his friend shame.  

Conclusion
At last year’s Torah Umesorah 

convention, Hagaon Rav Aharon 
Feldman Shlit”a called on all the 
mechanchim to start educating their 
talmidim the deep contrast between 
the values of the Torah, and that of 
the Western World. He stressed that 
it is especially important for the 
mechanchim to bring out the failures 
and the malfunctions of the outside 
culture.

 It would seem that this would be 
an appropriate time to heed the Rosh 
Yeshiva’s call. We don’t have to ever 
mention Mr. Trump’s name, nor his 
policies, but we certainly can use this 
season to emphasize the values that 
our Torah stands for, and how they 
stand in deep contrast with the val-
ues of society around us.

Please send any thoughts or com-
ments to akivaklein1@gmail.com
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Hillary Clinton 
California- 56% 

New Jersey - 63% 
Total Delegates- 2,755 

Bernie Sanders
California- 43% 

New Jersey - 37% 
Total Delegates- 1,852

(Republicans 1,237 needed to win)                  (Democrats 2,383 needed to win)

PRIMARY RESULTS:

DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLICAN

President Obama Calls Clinton And Sanders  
To Congratulate Them On Victories

President Barack Obama 
called both Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders on Tues-
day evening to congratulate 
them on their Democratic 
primary race, according to 
a White House statement.

“The President congrat-
ulated Secretary Clinton for 
securing the delegates necessary to clinch the Democratic nomination for 
president,” the statement read. “Her historic campaign inspired millions and 
is an extension of her lifelong fight for middle-class families and children.”

Obama will also meet with Sanders at the White House on Thursday at 
Sanders’ request.

The complete text of the statement read as follows:
Tonight, President Obama called both Secretary Clinton and Senator Sand-

ers.  The President congratulated both candidates for running inspiring cam-
paigns that have energized Democrats, brought a new generation of Ameri-
cans into the political process, and shined a spotlight on important policy ideas 
aimed at making sure our economy and our politics work for everybody, not 
just those with wealth and power. 

The President congratulated Secretary Clinton for securing the delegates 
necessary to clinch the Democratic Nomination for President.   Her historic 
campaign inspired millions and is an extension of her lifelong fight for mid-
dle-class families and children. 

The President thanked Senator Sanders for energizing millions of Ameri-
cans with his commitment to issues like fighting economic inequality and spe-
cial interests’ influence on our politics.

In addition, at Senator Sanders’ request, the President and Senator Sanders 
will meet at the White House on Thursday to continue their conversation about 
the significant issues at stake in this election that matter most to America’s 
working families.  The President looks forward to continuing the conversation 
with Senator Sanders about how to build on the extraordinary work he has 
done to engage millions of Democratic voters, and to build on that enthusiasm 
in the weeks and months ahead.

Clinton Leads Trump By 10 Points  
In White House Matchup 

Republican Donald Trump trails Democrat Hillary Clinton by 10 points 
in the 2016 presidential campaign, according to a poll released on Tuesday, 
showing little change from a week ago and suggesting his comments about a 
Mexican-American judge had yet to affect his standing in the race.

The latest Reuters/Ipsos poll came after several days in which Trump faced 
sharp criticism over his insistence that a federal judge who was born in Indi-
ana to Mexican parents was biased in a case involving the celebrity billionaire.

But the fallout from Trump’s comments appeared to have done little to help 
Clinton build her lead over the presumptive Republican nominee.

The online survey showed that 44.3 percent of likely voters said they would 
vote for Clinton, compared with 34.7 percent who would support Trump. A 
further 20.9 percent said they would not vote for either candidate. The results 
were little changed from last week’s survey.

The poll was conducted from Friday to Tuesday, starting shortly after 
Trump’s first comments about U.S. District Judge Gonzalo Curiel, who is over-
seeing fraud lawsuits against Trump University, the New York businessman’s 
defunct real estate school.

Trump has suggested that Curiel’s heritage is influencing the judge’s opin-
ion about the case because of Trump’s campaign rhetoric about illegal immi-
gration.

U.S. House of Representatives Speaker Paul Ryan called Trump’s comments 
textbook racism on Tuesday, while Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell 
said Trump should stop attacking minority groups.

Bowing to pressure from fellow Republicans, Trump said on Tuesday he 
would no longer talk about the judge, adding that his previous remarks about 
Curiel had been misconstrued.

Other events, including news that Clinton had secured enough delegates 
and superdelegates to become the first female presidential candidate of a major 
U.S. political party, occurred toward the end of the poll.

The poll included 1,261 respondents and had a credibility interval of 3.2 
percentage points. 

For most of the year, Clinton has maintained an edge over Trump in the 
Reuters/Ipsos poll of likely voters. That edge briefly disappeared in May after 
Trump’s remaining rivals for the Republican nomination dropped out and 
party leaders started to line up behind his campaign.

Trump’s level of support has since eroded as he sparred with his party’s 
leadership and continued to be dogged with questions about Trump Univer-
sity.

The Reuters/Ipsos poll differs from others that are often days removed from 
when their data was collected. As a result, the Reuters/Ipsos poll often detects 
shifts in opinion well ahead of other surveys. 

 
Donald Trump
California- 75%
New Jersey- 81%
Total Delegates- 1,536
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Israel Thwarts Gaza Drone Smuggling 
JNS

Israel has recently thwarted dozens 
of attempts by terrorist groups in the 
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip to smuggle in 
drone components and other weapons 
parts through the mail.

According to the Israeli Defense Min-
istry, the items have been discovered 
during mail inspections conducted by the 
Crossing Authority at the Erez border crossing.

A collaborative effort by a number of Israeli security and law 
enforcement bodies is putting pressure on Gaza terrorist groups, 
forcing them to try to find new smuggling methods. In recent 
weeks, it appears terrorist groups have turned to the postal service 
Israel provides to Gaza. 

During Operation Protective Edge in the summer of 2014, the 
Israeli military intercepted a Hamas drone over the coastal city of 
Ashdod.

Israeli Start-up Seeks to Identify Terrorists  
Using Facial Recognition Technology 
JNS 

An Israeli start-up has developed technology that can identify character traits based 
on analyzing faces with 80-percent accuracy, providing the ability to ascertain who 
might be a terrorist.

Faception’s technology—presented at a high-tech accelerator conference in Moun-
tain View, Calif.—also claims to be able to identify extroverts, white-collar criminals, 
people with high IQs, and professional poker players.

“We understand the human much better than other humans understand each other,” 
said Faception CEO Shai Gilboa, the Washington Post reported. “Our personality is 
determined by our DNA and reflected in our face. It’s a kind of signal.”

Founded in 2014, Faception is collaborating with an unnamed homeland security 
agency to help spot terrorists, Gilboa said.

Pedro Domingos, a professor of computer science at the University of Washington, 
warned that there are ethical issues in using this technology.

“Can I predict that you’re an axe murderer by looking at your face, and therefore 
should I arrest you? You can see how this would be controversial,” Domingos told the 
Washington Post.

Major Fire Ravages Jerusalem Hills 
JNS 

A major wildfire de-
stroyed up to 250 forest 
acres in Jerusalem, forcing 
as many as 60 residential 
homes to be evacuated. 

The fire first broke out 
in the afternoon in the hills 
of Jerusalem as firefighters 
were trying to put about 180 
small fires that were caused by bonfires for the Lag B’Omer holiday 
that were not extinguished properly. Firefighters, parks authority 
teams, and police spent hours extinguishing the flames.

“The whole forest is burnt, black, and smoky. There’s a suffo-
cating stench in the houses, and we found black bits scattered on 
the balconies and in the gardens. We still can’t open the windows, 
and we’re shut in with the air conditioning on,” Liat Gretz, one the 
residents who was forced to evacuate, told Israel Hayom.

Magen David Adom paramedics treated four people who were 
lightly injured from smoke inhalation. Only two homes were dam-
aged before firefighters were able to get the blaze under control.

Samsung Offers New ‘Kosher’ Smartphone
JNS

Samsung, in partnership with 
the Israeli company Askan, de-
buted a “kosher” smartphone for 
users seeking to avoid religiously 
offensive content.

“We chose Askan as a partner 
because the company helps the 
haredi society, which wants to make use of smart mobile devices, 
and gain access to our advanced instruments in complete confor-
mity with their lifestyle,” said Guy Hibash, director of Samsung 
Israel’s enterprise division.

Askan creates technology that can program phones with Inter-
net filters in order to block content that haredi users would con-
sider offensive. The “kosher” operating system will run on various 
Samsung phones, including the Galaxy S6 and S7 series as well as 
the A5 and J1 models. 

Rabbi Tzvi Braverman, a haredi rabbinical judge from Beitar 
Illit in Israel, approved the new device. But the kosher smartphone 
is still awaiting an endorsement from the rabbinical court of Rabbi 
Nissim Karelitz, who oversees smartphone usage in the non-Has-
sidic haredi community.

Israeli Military Builds ‘Command Pit’  To Combat Cyber Threats
JNS

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) is expected to com-
plete construction of a new cyber defense “command 
pit” in the coming weeks, as part of the military’s ef-
forts to enhance its cyber capabilities and transition to 
becoming fully digitalized.

The announcement was made by Brig. Gen. Danny 
Bren, commander of the Lotem (Telecommunications 
and Information Technology) unit of the IDF Telepro-
cessing Branch (or C4I Corps). The corps is responsible for all areas of teleprocessing 
and communications in the IDF.

“Israel is the only democratic country whose enemies wish to destroy it both phys-
ically and cybernetically, and they say so openly,” Bren, who is leaving his post next 
month after three and a half years in the role, told reporters in a briefing about telepro-
cessing and technology in the IDF.

“This is what we must contend with, simultaneous to defending against cybernetic 
terrorism and cyber threats that many other countries face,” said Bren. “The IDF is 
doing all it can to meet the challenges, physical and cybernetic, and the Teleprocessing 
Branch plays a significant role in that. The commanders have to understand the need 
to transition into the digital age and internalize that the age of compartmentalized 
branches [of the army] is over.”

On the consolidation of the military’s teleprocessing systems, Bren said that the IDF 
“is changing the way it is fighting—from monolithic thinking to digital thinking, led by 
the C4I Corps and Lotem, as the central operational body.”

Israel’s Cracks Down On Incitement & Terror Tunnels 
JNS

Israel’s new anti-terrorism legislation will soon face its 
second and third Knesset readings after its final draft was 
approved by the Israeli legislature’s Constitution, Law and 
Justice Committee.

The bill grants law enforcement agencies, particularly 
the Shin Bet security agency and the Israel Police, more 
tools to fight terrorism and terrorist organizations. It in-
cludes articles meant to fight terrorism in a global age as 
well as amendments to existing terrorism-related offenses. 

While Israeli law has previously required “clear and imminent probability” of actual 
acts of terror in order to criminalize incitement to terror, an amendment in the bill 
states that a “clear call to commit an act of terror”—regardless of the imminent proba-
bility of an attack—will constitute criminal incitement. The bill also breaks new ground 
by defining the digging of terror tunnels as a criminal offense, stating that “the digging 
of a tunnel or passageway meant to facilitate an offense or be used as a getaway route” 
is punishable by up to 15 years in prison.
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Israel Intercepts Gaza-Bound Supplies For Weapons Manufacturing 
JNS

Israeli security forces thwarted the smuggling of a Gaza-bound shipment 
of supplies used in projectile manufacturing, the Israeli Defense Ministry said.

The shipment, intended for the Hamas terror group, was supposed to be 
smuggled into Gaza through the Kerem Shalom crossing. It was intercepted 
at the Tarkumia checkpoint by Shin Bet security agency officers and their 
counterparts at the Defense Ministry’s Crossings Directorate. 

The contraband included hundreds of four-inch steel pipes used for the production of mortar 
shells, as well as electric engines and engine parts used by Hamas in the effort to rebuild its network of 
cross-border terror tunnels. The shipment also included dozens of rockets.

According to the Defense Ministry, the contraband was hidden inside a shipment containing textiles and 
jewelry. The shipment was confiscated in full, and an investigation into the incident is ongoing.

New Israeli Defense Minister Takes Office, To ‘Work 24/7’ 
JNS

Newly appointed Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman sought to 
convey a message of unequivocal support to the General Staff of the Israel De-
fense Forces (IDF), telling the officers that the IDF and its commanders “are 
the widest consensus in Israeli society, and that is the military’s greatest asset.”

“Israel is the only country in the world where the phrase ‘the people’s 
army’ is not a cliche but a reality,” Lieberman said at the IDF’s headquarters 
in Tel Aviv. “Even now, the majority of fighting forces comprise reservists, meaning civilians. This is why 
the IDF’s position and role in Israeli society is far more significant than the roles played by other militar-
ies, and its missions are far more diverse.”

Lieberman stressed that “when there is a conflict between the unity of the nation and the unity of the land, 
the unity of the nation is of greater importance.”

“I believe in diplomatic pragmatism and military power,” he said. “I come here with an open mind 
and I plan to work 24/7. I would like to thank my predecessor, [Moshe] Ya’alon, and while I disagreed 
with him many times, he has many credits and he contributed greatly to Israel’s security. I plan of fully 
cooperating with [IDF] Chief of Staff Gadi Eizenkot and the General Staff, and I’m sure that together, 
we will keep Israel safe and secure.”

2nd Jerusalem Unity Prize In Memory 
Of Slain Teens Awarded In Jerusalem
JNS

The second annual Jerusalem Unity Prize was 
awarded at the Israeli President's Residence to organi-
zations that work to promote and inspire Jewish unity.

The prize was established through a partnership 
between Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat, the Gesher 
non-profit, and the families of Eyal Yifrach, Gilad 
Shaar, and Naftali Frenkel—the three Jewish teen-
agers who were kidnapped and murdered by Hamas 
terrorists in June 2014 ahead of that summer's Gaza 
war.

The recipients of this year's award are Kesher Ye-
hudi (Jewish Connection), which works to facilitate 
dialogue between secular and haredi Jews; Jerusa-
lem's Hapoel Katamon soccer club, which promotes 
youth community outreach; the Jewish Agency's 
Global School Twinning Network, which connects 
students around the world to discuss Jewish identi-
ty and social responsibility; and a joint initiative to 
increase interaction among the religious Bnei Akiva 
youth movement and the secular Hanoar Haoved 
Vehalomed and Dror youth movements. 

“The Jerusalem Unity Prize and Jerusalem Unity 
Day, is a day which asks of us to preserve that ‘to-
getherness,’ this time out of choice,” Israeli President 
Reuven Rivlin said during the prize ceremony.

 “Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat approached us 
during the shiva (Jewish mourning period) and sug-
gested that we participate in something like this,” 
Rachel Frenkel, the bereaved mother of Naftali Fren-
kel, told Tazpit Press Service. “It developed into the 
Jerusalem Unity Prize and then into Jerusalem Unity 
Day with the help of the organization Gesher so peo-
ple are doing special unity activities....When I speak 
to my children who lost their beloved brother to a 
group of 30 Palestinian terrorists who organized the 
attack, I tell them that I don’t want them to be raised 
on hatred. I make sure that they know the difference 
between Hamas and our Arab neighbors. It sounds 
like a cliche. But it’s simply about the ability to open 
up and feel close to others despite the differences and 
to find common ground.” 

Jewish Fertility Surpasses Arab Fertility In Jerusalem 
JNS

The fertility rate for Jewish women 
(4.3 children per mother) in Jerusalem 
has surpassed the fertility rate among 
the city’s Arab women (3.3 children), 
according to newly released data.

The 2016 fertility figures were pro-
vided by the Statistical Yearbook of 
Jerusalem, which is issued annually by 
the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Stud-
ies and the municipality. The overall 
fertility rate represents the number of 
children a woman is projected to give 

birth to in her life. Unsurprisingly, 
the high rate among Jewish women is 
heavily influenced by the city’s haredi 
and religious population.

Despite the fertility numbers, Je-
rusalem’s overall Arab population 
has continued to grow while the city’s 
Jewish majority shrinks. In 2014, the 
last year for which official figures are 
available, Jerusalem’s population of 
849,000 residents comprised 533,900 
Jews (63 percent) and 315,900 Arabs 
(37 percent). The Arab population 

growth rate that year stood at 2.7 
percent, while the growth rate for the 
Jewish population was just 2.2 per-
cent. Unofficial figures now show that 
the city’s Jewish majority has dropped 
to 61 percent of the population.

The Jewish majority has decreased 
not because of the fertility rate, but be-
cause more Jews are leaving Jerusalem 
than moving there. In 2014, 17,100 
Jewish residents left the city, but only 
10,400 new residents moved in. Re-
search has attributed this trend to 

the shortage of 
available or ac-
cessible housing in Jerusalem. During 
the past decade, construction beyond 
the pre-1967 lines has fallen off due 
to political pressure. Construction in 
the western part of Jerusalem, over 
that same time period, has decreased 
due to pressure from environmental 
groups. Construction has been con-
centrated in the city’s central neigh-
borhoods and primarily consists of 
high-rise buildings.

‘Difficult To Overstate’ American Jewry’s Importance To Israel
 JNS

 It is “difficult to overstate the importance of the American Jewish people to the State of Israel,” Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said at an event in the Israeli Knesset that honored U.S. Jewry’s 100 years 
of contributions to Israel.

“American Jewry’s contribution to the state has been enormous and it will continue to be important 
to the future of the Israeli people,” said Netanyahu. “We must be more familiar with American Jewry 
and we must know more about them, and I’m convinced we will continue to see many young Americans 
making aliyah (immigration to Israel).”

The first-of-its-kind Knesset ceremony was organized by the Ruderman Family Foundation, which 
focuses on strengthening Israel-Diaspora relations. The foundation takes annual delegations of Knesset 
members on trips to the U.S. in order to help them gain a deeper understanding of American Jewry.

“I want to thank the Ruderman Family Foundation for this wonderful initiative and all the work they 
do to educate our delegates on better understanding the American Jewish community,” Israeli oppo-
sition leader Member of Knesset Isaac Herzog (Zionist Union) said, on the heels of failed negotiations 
to bring his party into Netanyahu’s governing coalition. “It’s been a difficult few days between myself 
and Prime Minister Netanyahu, but one thing we have in common is our roots to the American Jewish 
people. We must do all we can to keep this golden bridge standing forever.”
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Making Sense Of The Conflicting Reports On Israeli Settlements
MaayaN Jaffe-HoffMaN/JNS

One report says the Obama admin-
istration will soon get “tougher” with 
Israel over an alleged surge of Jewish 
settlement construction. Another re-
port says Israel is currently halting 
new settlement construction. What’s 
the real story?

The Associated Press (AP), citing 
three anonymous American diplo-
mats, reported last month that the 
U.S. plans to sign a new Middle East 
Quartet document aligning its criti-
cism of Israel’s construction policies 
with those of mediator partners in-
cluding the European Union, Russia, 
and the United Nations. The docu-
ment, according to the AP report, “is 
sure to infuriate Israel.”

But just weeks after the initial re-
port, recordings of a closed-door 
meeting between Israeli Construction 
and Housing Minister Yoav Galant 
and members of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations revealed that the Israeli 
government’s current policy is not to 
build new Jewish housing units in the 
settlements—and that Galant abides 
by that policy.

“Basically, I am following the pol-
icy of the government, and it is that 
we are not building in Judea and Sa-
maria,” Galant said, Haaretz reported. 
“But I am not the only one with the 
ability to build. There are private peo-
ple and other segments of the govern-
ment that work according to different 
ministers.”

Amid the conflicting reports, what’s 
the actual situation on the ground re-
garding Israeli settlement contraction? 
First, here’s an overview of the termi-
nology and dynamics at play. 

The “West Bank” is the area of land 
located west of the Jordan River, also 
known by its biblical name of “Judea 
and Samaria.” The international com-
munity mostly uses the term “West 
Bank,” the Israeli government uses 
“Judea and Samaria,” and others pre-
fer “disputed territories.” (The policy 
of this news service is to refer to Jew-
ish areas of the disputed territories as 
Judea and Samaria, and Palestinian 
Authority-administered territories as 
the West Bank.) Judea and Samaria’s 
Jewish neighborhoods are referred 
to as towns, communities, or settle-
ments—highlighting the complexity 
of the situation. There are approxi-
mately 350,000 Jews living in the set-
tlements, not counting the disputed 
areas of eastern Jerusalem.

The settlements, which comprise 
about 3 percent of the land in Judea 
and Samaria, are not monolithic. The 

most significant settlement growth is 
in the suburban areas of the Jordan 
Valley, close to Tel Aviv and Jerusa-
lem. These settlements include towns 
such as Ma’ale Adumim, located less 
than five miles from Jerusalem and 
containing a population of about 
40,000 people.

There are also larger “settlement 
blocs”—among the best-known blocs 
are Ariel and Gush Etzion—all of 
which contain core towns surround-
ed by smaller villages. Jews have been 
living in Gush Etzion since the 1920s. 
Today, the Gush Etzion bloc has 22 
settlements and approximately 70,000 

people. Ariel, established in the 1970s, 
has approximately 20,000 residents.

There are also “outlying settle-
ments,” which are small communities 
(up to roughly 150 people) usually 
situated along the Jordan River, and 
“outposts,” which are makeshift ille-
gal communities established on pri-
vate Palestinian land. Outposts make 
up less than 1 percent of the Israeli 
settlements.

U.S. policy—regardless of the pres-
ident’s party—has always opposed set-
tlement construction. 

“The first settlement in the [19]70s 
was a bone of contention between the 
U.S. and Israeli governments,” Daniel 
Pipes, president of the Middle East 
Forum think tank, told JNS.org. “All 
American governments have been dis-
pleased.”

Yet the dispute seemed to calm over 
time through various agreements. The 
1995 Oslo II agreement broke the dis-
puted territories into three areas: A, B, 
and C. Areas A and B are controlled 
by the Palestinian Authority and Area 
C falls under Israeli jurisdiction. Ac-
cording to Oslo II, there are no prohi-
bitions or restrictions regarding Israe-
li construction in Area C.

Later—according to Elliott Abrams, 
senior fellow for Middle Eastern Stud-

ies at the Council on Foreign Relations 
think tank and former deputy national 
security adviser in the administration 
of president George W. Bush—an in-
formal agreement between Bush and 
Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon in 
2004 allowed construction to take place 
only in specific settlement blocs and 
only based on “natural growth.”

“[The 2004 agreement stipulated] 
no new settlements, no incentives to 
move to the settlements, and while set-
tlements could grow in population, no 
geographic expansion,” Abrams told 
JNS.org, noting that it is his under-
standing that this is still Israel’s policy.

But when President Barack Obama 
took office, his administration did 
an about-face. Obama took office on 
Jan. 20, 2009. Two days later, he ap-
pointed special envoy for Middle East 
peace George Mitchell, who imme-
diately called for an absolute freeze 
of settlement construction—includ-
ing in Jewish neighborhoods in parts 
of Jerusalem formerly controlled by 
Jordan—as a precondition for even 
low-level peace talks.  

“The Bush administration’s policy 
was that settlement expansion was un-
helpful. This administration has called 
it illegitimate. This was a terrible mis-
take.…The result has been to make 
[Israeli-Palestinian] negotiations al-
most impossible,” Abrams said.

Today, said Abrams, “it is hard to 
figure out what is going on” in Judea 
and Samaria, and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu is caught 
between the settlement enterprise’s 
supporters and critics. 

“Netanyahu has been keeping the 
pressure against expansion beyond 
[Israel’s West Bank] security barri-
er,” Abrams said. “Many in the settler 
movement are angry at him for this, 
but he also gets no thanks from the 
Obama administration or the [politi-
cal] left in Israel.”

Pipes said he is under the impres-
sion that settlement construction 
has been limited for at least the last 
decade. Those who live in the settle-
ments say they see construction going 
on, but mostly at existing houses and 
in existing neighborhoods.

Uri Pilichowski, a resident of 
Mitzpe Yericho in the Binyamin re-
gion of Samaria, took a picture of a 
home expansion in his area last month 
and posted it on Facebook along with 
a message about solidifying the Jewish 
presence beyond the pre-1967 lines.

“Ever since I got here a year and a 
half ago, they told us they are going 
to build a new neighborhood. I saw 
a guy selling apartments already, so I 
imagine that counts for something,” 
Pilichowski told JNS.org.

American-Israeli journalist Josh 
Hasten, who lives in Elazar in the 
Gush Etzion bloc and works with the 
Hatzalah emergency medical response 
organization in Judea and Samaria, 
said observers should differentiate 
between new building and new con-
tracts. 

“If you see new building, that 
doesn’t mean new approvals,” he said.

But Gershom Gorenberg, an Amer-
ican-born Israeli historian and author 
of the 2007 book “The Accidental Em-
pire: Israel and the Birth of the Settle-
ments,” said every house built in a set-
tlement is an “anti-Zionist act.”

“Every single settlement, every 
house, has been built with the goal of 
it being permanent,” said Gorenberg. 
“The idea to build the settlements was 
a project of the [Israeli] Labor [party] 
government in 1967, and it was con-
tinued by Likud to make a statement 
about what was going to remain ours 
for historical and strategic reasons.”

Gorenberg argued that it is incor-
rect to differentiate between building in 
one part of the disputed territories or 
another. While the failed Camp David 
Accords of 2000 mulled the possibility 
of land swaps—that Israel would keep 
a certain number of acres of land in Ju-
dea, Samaria, and Gaza in exchange for 
giving up land in sovereign Israel—no 
agreement was ever reached on what 
pieces of land those would be.

“When someone says, ‘We will 
build on this land because it will obvi-
ously be part of land swaps,’ to whom 
is this obvious?” asked Gorenberg. “It 
might be obvious to you (the Israelis), 
but it is not obvious to the other side, 
and you are preempting negotiations.”

Gorenberg said that while Israel 
expresses a desire for a two-state solu-
tion to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 130



ISRAEL NEWS 71FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comJUNE 9, 2016 ISRAEL NEWS 130FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comJUNE 9, 2016

Israel’s U.N. Envoy Seeks To Empower Students To ‘Fight And Win’ Against BDS 
JNS

The Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions (BDS) movement against Israel 
might be garnering the most headlines 
when it comes to college campuses 
and the business world, but represen-
tatives from the Israeli government 
and advocacy organizations are taking 
the battle against BDS to the United 
Nations.

On May 31, Israeli Ambassador to 
the U.N. Danny Danon hosted an inter-
national conference in New York that 
seeks to equip and empower more than 
1,500 attendees—students, diplomats, 
academics, legal professionals, and 
activists—to become “ambassadors 
against BDS.” 

The Permanent Mission of Israel to 
the U.N. has decided that it “cannot 
ignore BDS anymore,” Danon said, 
explaining the motivation behind or-
ganizing the “Building Bridges, Not 
Boycotts” conference. While a report 
issued by Israel’s state comptroller said 
that Israeli Foreign Ministry projects 
intended to combat BDS “are lack-
ing in their planning, management, 
and implementation, and are failing 
to achieve their designated goals,” the 
Danon-led U.N. Mission is now trying 
its hand at the BDS fight.

Danon said in a phone interview 
that because the consequences of BDS 
are evident in the U.N., on college cam-
puses, and in the business world, Israel 
decided to bring experts from around 
the world to the international body 
to share their knowledge about legal 
issues, activism on campus, and the 
delegitimization of Israel.

“I believe it will empower the stu-
dents [and] the activists…to fight and 
win. I think we can win [against] BDS, 
but we have to fight back,” Danon told 
JNS.

Danon said it is important to give 
students “tools on how to fight and 
what to do on campus,” but also to help 

students understand that they are not 
alone when they choose to fight BDS. 

“The State of Israel is involved, as 
well as major Jewish organizations,” 
he said.

Conference participants received 
an “ambassadors against BDS” toolkit, 
providing suggestions and contact in-
formation to help them fight BDS on 
a practical level. The gathering was a 
partnership between Israel’s U.N. Mis-
sion and the World Jewish Congress, 
Keren HaYesod, the American Center 
for Law and Justice, the Anti-Defa-
mation League, the Zionist Organiza-
tion of America, Israel Bonds, Stand-
WithUs, B’nai B’rith International, 
Hillel International, CAMERA, and 
other organizations.

The conference also included a per-
formance by Jewish reggae star Mati-
syahu, who experienced BDS firsthand 
in 2015 when a Spanish music festival 
initially decided to disinvite him in re-
sponse to BDS pressure. The festival 
ultimately reinstated his performance.

Attendees heard from panelists in-
cluding Ronald Lauder, president of 
the World Jewish Congress; Justice El-
yakim Rubinstein, vice president of the 
Israeli Supreme Court; and Jay Seku-
low, chief legal counsel of the Ameri-
can Center for Law and Justice.

“The anti-Israel narrative on cam-
puses and in diplomatic halls has spun 
out of control and has proven itself 
to be part and parcel with an anti-Se-
mitic agenda, aimed at delegitimizing 
the Jewish state and its right to exist,” 
Lauder said in a statement.

Danon told JNS.org that the BDS 
movement “is a new form of anti-Sem-
itism.”

“It’s not politically correct to say 
that you’re an anti-Semite…and when 
you see graffiti in Europe calling for 
Jews to go home, it reminds me of 
1938. So today we have our own state, 
we are a strong state for the Jewish 

people, but still when you see the con-
tent and the language, it reminds me 
of what happened in Europe in the late 
’30s,” Danon said.

Does Nazi Germany belong in the 
same sentence as BDS and other con-
temporary anti-Israel movements?

“The views of Hamas are an echo 
of the anti-Semitic conspiracy theories 
of Nazis. Its hatred of the Jews and the 
Jewish state is unambiguous. It makes 
no distinction between anti-Zionism 
and hatred of the Jews and Judaism. To 
the extent to which Hamas is involved 
in BDS efforts, then in that sense there 
is some echo of Nazi propaganda,” Jef-
frey Herf, a professor of modern Euro-
pean and German history at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, told JNS.org.

But putting Hamas aside, Herf—
who has written extensively on the 
Weimar Republic, Nazi Germany, the 
Holocaust, and Germany during the 
Cold War era—said that the “main 
thrust of BDS comes from the Pales-
tinian Authority.”

“The main themes of BDS are iden-
tical to the main themes of Soviet bloc, 
communist state, and Western radical 
leftist attacks on Israel during the Cold 
War,” he said. “There is not a single 
idea expressed by BDS advocates that 
was not voiced in the United Nations 
in the 1970s, during which time the 
U.N. General Assembly labeled Zion-
ism to be a form of racism. The differ-
ence is that what was once a set of lies 
and distortions in the PLO’s (Palestine 
Liberation Organization) political war-
fare has now gained a certain academic 
respectability and theoretical gloss in 
some universities in Europe and the 
United States.”

The significance of holding the an-
ti-BDS conference at the U.N. General 
Assembly can be understood against 
the historical backdrop of “menda-
cious” General Assembly resolutions 
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, ac-

cording to Herf. In particular, U.N. 
General Assembly 3379—adopted 
Nov. 10, 1975—determined that “Zi-
onism is a form of racism and racial 
discrimination.” From that point on, 
Herf explained, the Palestinians’ nar-
rative of “utter innocence and victim-
ization by an ‘evil’ Israel was diffused 
to international politics. BDS efforts 
in our time recycle these old and false 
accusations.”

Yet Herf believes that BDS can be 
defeated with “determined opposi-
tion,” because the movement’s “argu-
ments rest on lies.”

“The denial of Palestinian terror is 
too blatant,” he said. “The Middle East 
is in flames and collapsing partly due 
to its preoccupation with hatred of Is-
rael rather than building stable econo-
mies and political structures. A major 
problem does exist in European and 
American universities, where now sev-
eral generations of young people have 
been miseducated about the history of 
the modern Middle East. Where young 
people are given access to balanced ac-
counts of the Arab-Zionist and Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict, there is every 
reason to think that BDS will fail.”

Danon said that world leaders need 
to speak out publicly against BDS be-
cause “in the long run, we cannot an-
ticipate what will be the consequences” 
of the movement, particularly as a re-
sult of the “hostile” atmosphere BDS 
creates in the academic and business 
sectors.

While BDS has a “chilling effect on 
businesses that operate in Israel,” there 
is also the fear that college students 
“will feel disengaged and not want to 
be connected to Israel,” said Danon.

“I think that they (BDS activists) 
are very organized, well-funded,” he 
said. “If we will recognize the threat 
and will fight back, we will prevail. But 
I wouldn’t underestimate their organi-
zation and efforts.”

its policy cannot be one of words, but 
of actions. 

“Every additional room built and 
settler that moves in makes it more 
difficult for Israel to take the steps 
necessary to reach a two-state agree-
ment,” Gorenberg said. “Any govern-
ment really committed to reaching a 
two-state agreement would want for 
its own sake to stop all construction 
and show it is strategically making the 
preparations necessary for evacuating 
at least some of the settlers.”

Abrams said that if Israelis “want a 
two-state solution, separation from the 

Palestinians, why are Israelis moving 
into areas that are not going to be part 
of Israel? That is a tough thing to de-
fend in the international community.”

Pipes disagrees, saying that he be-
lieves building in Judea and Samaria 
puts pressure on the Palestinians to 
come back to the negotiating table be-
fore evacuation of those lands would 
become a strategic impossibility. He 
also questioned why building in areas 
that might one day belong to the Pales-
tinians would be an obstacle to peace.

“There is no reason to preclude 
Jews from living on the West Bank 
any more than there is [a reason to 

preclude] Muslims from living in 
Israel,” said Pipes. “Israel is nearly 
one-fifth Muslim and no one has a 
problem with that.…It is obnoxious 
to think that no Jews could live [in the 
settlements], especially with the Jew-
ish ancient historical connection to 
that land.”

Either way, according to Abrams 
and Gorenberg, it is unlikely that the 
forthcoming Middle East Quartet doc-
ument—produced by negotiators that 
have been largely irrelevant for the last 
several years—will have any tangible 
effect. Rather, they said, it will serve 
to further frustrate already-strained 

relations between the Obama admin-
istration and Israel. 

For his part, Pilichowski, an Amer-
ican immigrant to Israel, said he 
thinks the U.S. has a right to be vocal 
about its opinions on settlements be-
cause of the funds and other support it 
gives to Israel. 

“I think Israel should take Ameri-
ca’s thoughts into consideration and 
address its concerns,” Pilichowski said. 

But when push comes to shove, 
does the sovereign Israeli government 
need to listen? 

“No,” said Pilichowski. “I don’t 
think so.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 129

Making Sense Of The Conflicting Reports On Israeli Settlements
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Egyptian Mob Attacks Elderly Christian Woman, 
 Torches Christian Homes 
JNS 

A Muslim mob in 
Egypt attacked an el-
derly Christian wom-
an and torched several 
Christian homes in 
a recent attack in the 
country’s Minya prov-
ince. 

Police have so far 
arrested six men and 
are looking for 12 
more. Many Egyptian Christians blamed extremist Salafi Muslims for 
being behind the attack. 

Anba Makarios, a top Christian cleric in Minya, told the Egyptian 
network Dream TV that the mob dragged the elderly woman out of her 
home, beat her then forced her to walk through the streets while they 
chanted “Allahu Akbar.”

“No one did anything and the police took no preemptive or security 
measures in anticipation of the attacks,” he said.

“We are not living in a jungle or a tribal society. It’s incorrect for 
anyone to declare himself judge, police, and ruler,” Makarios told an-
other Egyptian TV station, Sada el-Balad television.  

Christians comprise roughly 10 percent of Egypt’s population of 90 
million. Since rising to power, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
has promised to address Christian grievances such as changing election 
laws to allow more Christian lawmakers to serve in the national legis-
lature, and to ease restrictions on building new churches. But Egyp-
tian Christians say they are still the frequent target of Muslim criminal 
gangs and are often victimized in disputes with Muslims. 

Hezbollah In Worst Financial Shape In Decades 
JNS 

A U.S. Treasury 
official claimed that 
the Lebanese terror 
group Hezbollah is 
in its “worst finan-
cial shape in de-
cades.”

Adam Szubin, 
the U.S. Treasury 
Department’s act-
ing under secretary 
for terrorism and fi-
nancial intelligence, 
who was also the chief architect of U.S. sanctions on Iran, told lawmak-
ers from the House Foreign Affairs Committee, “After many years of 
sanctions targeting Hezbollah, today the group is in its worst financial 
shape in decades. And I can assure you that, alongside our international 
partners, we are working hard to put them out of business.”

Szubin also said the Iran nuclear deal has had “no impact on our 
efforts” to target Iranian funding and weapons transfers for Hezbollah, 
one of Iran’s terror proxies. 

“In late January, we sanctioned a major Hezbollah financial support 
network, which was laundering criminal proceeds to support Hezbol-
lah’s terrorism and destabilizing activity,” Szubin said. “And just last 
month, we published new sanctions regulations to implement the Hez-
bollah International Financing Prevention Act of 2015—a law which 
gives us yet more tools in our campaign to destroy Hezbollah’s financial 
networks.”

The Hezbollah International Financing Prevention Act, passed last 
December, aims to sanction international financial institutions that 
knowingly facilitate Hezbollah’s activities.

U.N. Demands Israel Pay Restitution  
For 1996 Shelling Of Lebanese Village 

JNS

A United Nations body has demanded that Israel pay restitution for the acciden-
tal shelling of a U.N. compound in the southern Lebanese village of Qana in 1996.

During Operation Grapes of Wrath, the Israel Defense Forces, while engaged in 
heavy fighting with the Hezbollah terror group, accidentally bombarded a United 
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) compound that also served as a refu-
gee camp. The compound provided shelter for some 800 Lebanese civilians, 106 of 
whom were killed in the attack.

The Fifth Committee of the U.N. General Assembly, which is responsible for ad-
ministration and monetary matters, has been urging Israel to pay compensation of 
$1.17 million. Israeli Ambassador to the U.N. Danny Danon said Israel is refusing 
the demand. 

“Hezbollah terrorists were those who had attacked Israel and its civilians, while 
using the citizens of Lebanon as a human shield, and Israel is the one that ends up 
with a restitution demand,” said Danon.

“This is an absurd situation in which Israel is urged to pay for the war crimes of 
a terror organization,” he added.

Spanish Court Invalidates City’s Resolution 
To Boycott Israel

JNS

In a blow to the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement in Spain, a 
Spanish court has invalidated a municipal boycott of Israel on the grounds that the 
move is discriminatory, anti-Semitic, and incites hate crimes.

The court ruled against a declaration passed in January by the City Council of 
Langreo—a town in northern Spain dominated by communist and far-left political 
parties—which resolved to boycott Israel as well as any person or company support-
ing the Jewish state in an effort to make the city "free of Israeli apartheid.” 

“Over the last year and a half there was a tectonic movement in Spain as the 
far left gained access to public institutions and local government,” said Angel Mas, 
chairman of ACOM, a pro-Israel organization that combats BDS in Spain and sued 
the Langreo City Council over the declaration, the Jerusalem Post reported.

“For the first time in a court decision, the court said that the BDS declaration 
in the city was discriminatory, anti-Semitic, broke human rights, and needed to be 
cancelled," Mas said. 

In addition, said Mas, ”around 35-36 [other] cases [on boycotts of Israel] have 
been presented so far and we have won five or six. We think that the tide is changing, 
but it doesn't prevent this group from presenting more of these declarations.”

Arab League Chief Says U.S. Toned Down  
French Peace Initiative’s Communique 
JNS 

Arab League Secretary-General Nabil Elaraby said that 
the American delegation led by Secretary of State John Kerry 
played a role in toning down a final joint communique during 
the recently held French peace summit on the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict.

“It changed things and softened its tone,” Elaraby told the 
London-based Arabic-daily newspaper Asharq Al-Awsat, ex-
plaining that the communique “could have been more firm, 
but the Americans objected,” and that Kerry “was not keen 
on the idea.”

According to Elaraby, Kerry opposed a stronger tone in the final communique 
regarding time limits of any future peace talks and United Nations resolutions serv-
ing as a basis for negotiations.

The summit was supposed to conclude with a strong communique on the future 
direction of a two-state solution and peace negotiations, but ultimately produced a 
fairly generic statement on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Neither Israeli nor Pales-
tinian leaders were invited to the summit in Paris. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has objected to the French initiative and instead has called for direct 
negotiations with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas.



WORLD NEWS 73FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comJUNE 9, 2016 WORLD NEWS 132FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefj j.comJUNE 9, 2016

Jordan’s King Abdullah Appoints Prime Minister 
With Strong Ties To Israel 
JNS 

Jordan’s King Abdullah II—aft er ordering to dissolve 
the country’s parliament—appointed a politician known 
for his strong ties to Israel as the new Jordanian prime 
minister, Al Jazeera reported.

Although Jordan’s government has a peace treaty 
with Israel, a majority of the outgoing Jordanian par-
liament’s members held anti-Israel views. But the new-
ly appointed prime minister, Hani Mulki, chaired the Jordanian government 
committee that negotiated peace with Israel from 1994-1996. He is expected 
to now join the eff ort to restart peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians.

“Mulki will be working to bring Palestinians and Israelis to the negotiation 
table and work to bring a fi nal solution to the Palestinian cause which most 
likely will be at the expense of the Palestinian people,” Husam Abdallat, a for-
mer senior government aide within the Jordanian prime minister’s offi  ce, told 
Al Jazeera.

Tareq al-Fayed, a Jordanian policy analyst and a journalist at the Lon-
don-based Al-Quds Al-Arabi newspaper, said Mulki will have two major tasks 
while in offi  ce.

“Th e fi rst is to manage the news phase of the parliamentary elections and set 
the government’s political agenda. Th e second is to manage Israeli-Jordanian 
relations, which have seen tension over Israel’s policies and encroachment on 
the Palestinians in Jerusalem and against Al-Aqsa Mosque,” Fayed told Al Ja-
zeera. Although Jordan in April released a statement slamming “Israeli settlers 
and police” for storming the “Al-Aqsa Mosque/Al-Haram al-Sharif (Temple 
Mount),” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to maintain 
the Israeli-Jordanian-Palestinian status quo of a ban on Jewish prayer at the 
Temple Mount.

Fayed also said that under Mulki, the possible strengthening of Israeli-Jor-
danian relations could encourage Israeli investment in Jordan’s economy. 

Moroccan Team Boycotts Israel 
In Paralympic Tennis Competition 
 JNS 

Th e Moroccan team in the men’s wheelchair tennis World 
Team Cup competition boycotted a scheduled match with 
Israel’s, reportedly at the request of their country’s national 
Paralympic committee, according to the Jerusalem Post.

“Th is is a sad day for sports, and an even sadder day for 
Paralympic sports,” said the Israeli team’s coach, Nimrod Bi-
chler. “Politics have mixed with sports in the past, but Paralympic sports were 
always diff erent.”

Israel was given a default 3-0 victory as a result of Morocco’s no-show in 
Tokyo, and faces Poland in the fi ft h-place match.

Th e International Tennis Federation (ITF) told the Jerusalem Post, “Th e 
ITF was established to, among other things, preserve the integrity and inde-
pendence of tennis as a sport, and to do so without unfair discrimination on 
the grounds of color, race, nationality, ethnic or national origin, age, gender, 
disability, or religion. In light of the report that the Moroccan team failed 
to play a scheduled match against Israel in Men’s World Group II of the ITF 
Wheelchair World Team Cup, we will contact the Moroccan Tennis Federa-
tion as a matter of urgency to establish the facts of this situation, and we will 
follow the relevant ITF Wheelchair regulations and the ITF Constitution, as 
necessary, to determine the appropriate action.”

33% Of Americans, 40% Of Brits 
Believe Boycotting Israel Is ‘Justifi ed’ 
JNS 

Th irty-three percent of Americans and 40 percent of Brits believe that boy-
cotting Israel is “justifi ed,” according to a new poll by the market research 
fi rm Ipsos, Israel’s Channel 2 reported.

Ipsos surveyed 1,100 people in the United States and a similar number in 
the United Kingdom. About 38 percent of Americans do not think the Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement is connected to anti-Semi-
tism, but 62 percent believe BDS is meant to hurt Israel’s status as “the nation-
al homeland of Jewish people,” the poll found.

A slim majority (51 percent) of the British poll’s respondents agreed that 
BDS is a modern form of anti-Semitism. In addition, a strong number (81 
percent) of American students defi ned themselves as pro-Israel, with fewer 
British students (67 percent) self-identifying as such.

Paris Floods Peak During 'Peace Talk' Push
aRUTZ7/aRI yaSHaR

In an ironic twist of fate, the same Fri-
day that the international conference of the 
French initiative to force peace talks on Is-
rael was launched in Paris, fl oodwaters in 
the capital city reached peak levels in what 
has been declared as a natural disaster.

Th e River Seine in Paris reached six me-
ters (19 feet) above its normal levels, causing the prestigious Louvre and Orsay 
museums to close as staff  anxiously rushes to move famous artworks out of 
the fl ood path.

Heavy rains have caused massive fl ooding in the region and infl icted a 
heavy toll, leaving ten dead in southern Germany and one dead in France. 
Th ousands of residents were forced out of their homes to escape the fl ooding.

France's environment ministry revealed that the River Seine has not reached 
its current height since 1982, in an indication of the severity of the fl ood.

Over 5,000 people have been evacuated from towns in central France during 
the course of the week and 19,000 homes are without power, reports AFP.

French President Francois Hollande declared a state of natural disaster for 
the worst hit areas of the fl ooding, so as to release emergency funds for local 
authorities.

Th e statement comes even as Hollande told Israel and the Palestinian Au-
thority (PA) to make the "courageous choice" to advance peace, in remarks 
as the French initiative meeting began in Paris attended by foreign ministers 
from around the world - no Israeli or Palestinian representatives were present.

France's initiative is based on the 2002 Saudi peace initiative, which called 
on Israel to make massive concessions and withdraw behind the 1949 Armi-
stice lines in return for paper promises not to attack from its Arab neighbors.

Israel rejected the Saudi deal and has rejected the French initiative, al-
though Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said he would be open to re-ne-
gotiating aspects of the Saudi initiative with the Palestinians.

Bangladeshi Government Minister 
Blames Israel for Spate of Killings 
JNS 

Bangladesh Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan 
blamed Israel as part of an “international conspiracy” 
behind a spate of recent killings in his country.  

“Bangladesh has become the target of an interna-
tional conspiracy. And a foreign intelligence agency has 
joined the conspiracy,” Khan said, the BBC reported.

“You must have noticed that an Israeli intelligence 
agent had a meeting with a politician, it does not need 
to be verifi ed further, all Bangladeshi know about it,” he added.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Emmanuel Nahshon told the BBC that 
the suggestion of Israeli involvement is “utter drivel.”

A Muslim-majority country bordered by India, Bangladesh does not have 
any formal diplomatic relations with Israel. Recently, Bangladeshi opposition 
lawmaker Aslam Chowdhury was arrested and charged with sedition aft er he 
was pictured meeting an Israeli government advisor in India. 

Bangladesh’s spate of killings in recent months has been largely attributed 
to the Islamic State and al-Qaeda terrorist organizations as well as other Isla-
mist groups in the country. Th e latest murder saw a wife of a senior Bangla-
deshi police offi  cial who had been battling with Islamists shot dead. A Chris-
tian grocer was also attacked by machete-wielding assailants the same day. 
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The Difficult And Important Task Of Commemorating Iraqi Jewry’s Farhud
BeN CoHeN/JNS

Every Iraqi Jew has a tale to tell 
about the Farhud, the two-day pogrom 
that befell the Jews of Baghdad 75 years 
ago in June 1941. In the case of my own 
family, it was a matter of heeding the 
advice of a Muslim business colleague 
of my grandfather, who told him that 
dark days were looming for the Jews, 
and that he would be wise to get his 
family out of the country as quickly as 
possible—which my grandfather did.

But my grandfather was part of a 
fortunate minority. When the Far-
hud—which means, in Arabic, “vio-
lent dispossession”—erupted, there 
were around 90,000 Jews still living in 
the Iraqi capital, the main component 
of a vibrant community descended 
from the sages who, 27 centuries ear-
lier, had made the land once known as 
Babylon the intellectual and spiritual 
center of Judaism. 

By the time the violent mob stood 
down, at the end of the festival of 
Shavuot, nearly 200 Jews lay dead, 
with hundreds more wounded, and 
beaten. Hundreds of homes and busi-
nesses were burned to the ground. As 
the smoke cleared over a scene more 
familiar in countries like Russia, Po-
land, and Germany, the Jewish com-
munity came to the realization that 
it had no future in Iraq. Within a de-
cade, almost the entire community 
had been chased out, joining a total 
of 850,000 Jews from elsewhere in the 
Arab world summarily dispossessed 
from their homes and livelihoods.

That the Farhud is even remem-
bered today is in large part down to a 
handful of scholars and activists who 
have committed themselves to publi-
cizing this terrible episode. During the 
week of the Farhud’s 75th anniversa-
ry, some of them—like the American 
writer Edwin Black and Lyn Julius, the 
British historian of Middle Eastern 
Jewry—have been organizing memo-
rial ceremonies in the U.S., the U.K., 
and especially Israel, which absorbed 
the great majority of Iraqi-Jewish refu-
gees. I myself was honored to address 
the memorial ceremony at New York 
City’s Safra Synagogue, where 27 can-
dles—one for each century of the Jew-
ish presence in Iraq—were lit and then 
promptly snuffed out, to symbolize the 
sudden extinction of Iraqi Jewry.

Commemorating the Farhud, and 
establishing its rightful place as an ex-
ample of the persecution of the Jews 
during the Nazi era, has been a diffi-
cult task. For several decades after the 
Second World War, the importance 
of the Farhud was subsumed by the 
widely held notion that the Holocaust 

was something that consumed only 
European Jews. The truth was that 
the Nazis had both a direct presence 
and significant influence across the 
Arab world. So when, in 1941, the 
British had suffered a series of blows 
in southern Europe and North Africa, 
the time was right for a coup against 
the pro-British government in Bagh-
dad. The strategic goal of the Nazis 
was to seize Iraq’s oil fields, thereby 
providing them with the fuel needed 
for the invasion of the Soviet Union.

In April, the month my grandfa-
ther and his family left Iraq, a local 
Nazi lackey, Rashid Ali al Ghailani, 
seized power, believing that an al-
liance with Hitler would create the 
conditions for Iraq’s national in-
dependence. Rashid Ali’s principal 
supporter was the pro-Nazi Mufti of 
Jerusalem, Hajj Amin al-Husseini, 
who arrived in Baghdad in 1939 hav-
ing escaped British arrest. Until then, 
the mufti’s main role had involved in-
citing genocidal violence against the 
Jewish community in British Manda-
tory Palestine, which was especially 
pronounced during the Arab revolt of 
1936-39. Once in Iraq, the mufti solid-
ified his Nazi loyalties, meeting with 
Hitler in Berlin in November 1941 
and later organizing Bosnian and Al-
banian Muslims into the “Handzar” 
division of the SS.

The Farhud itself should not be 
seen as a spontaneous outburst. For 
days before the violence, a steady 
stream of anti-Jewish propaganda was 
broadcast on the radio. Members of 
what Lyn Julius describes as a “pro-
to-Nazi youth movement,” the Fu-
tuwwa, began daubing Jewish homes 
and businesses with red paint in the 
shape of a palm, in order to make the 
passage of the rioters easier. 

Their actions were, in common 
with all pogromists in all locations, 
unspeakable. In his memoir of the 
Farhud, “In the Alleys of Baghdad,” 
Salim Fattal recalled the “murder-
ers...who abused their victims to their 
heart’s content, with no let or hin-
drance. They slit throats, slashed off 
limbs, smashed skulls. They made no 
distinction between women, children, 
and old people. In that gory scene, 

blind hatred of Jews and the joy of 
murder for its own sake reinforced 
each other.” Babies and young chil-
dren were thrown into the Tigris river, 
some of them butchered with swords 
only moments before.

Ironically, the Farhud occurred a 
few days after Rashid Ali himself fled 
Iraq, following a failed attack on a 
Royal Air Force base. As the violence 
escalated, British troops, who were 
just eight miles from the city, could 
have intervened. But as the historian 
Tony Rocca explained to the BBC, 
“Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, Britain’s 
ambassador in Baghdad, for reasons 
of his own, held our forces at bay in 
direct insubordination to express or-
ders from Winston Churchill that 
they should take the city and secure its 
safety. Instead, Sir Kinahan went back 
to his residence, had a candlelight din-
ner, and played a game of bridge.”

Thus began the process of making 
Iraq, like much of Europe, judenrein. It 

was a process that soon enveloped the 
rest of the Arab world. Six months 
after the war’s end, anti-Semitic riots 
broke out in Libya and Egypt. Those 
Jews who remained in Iraq, around 
140,000 of them, endured a raft of dis-
criminatory legislation reminiscent 
of the Nuremburg Laws. These led, 
during the early 1950s, to their com-
plete expropriation.

As terrible as it is to say this, part 
of the reason that the Farhud remains 
a relatively obscure event is because 
the expelled Iraqi Jews became vic-
tims of their own subsequent success, 
creating new lives in Israel, the U.S., 
Canada, and Europe. Unlike the Pal-
estinian Arabs, they were not perma-
nently stamped with the mark of the 
refugee, meaning that their pleas for 
justice have always been regarded as 
a historical question, rather than a 
pressing geopolitical concern. 

At the New York ceremony for 
the Farhud anniversary, many of the 
speakers invoked the post-Holocaust 
slogan “Never Again!” As noble as 
that idea is, when it comes to the Arab 
world, it is also a simple statement of 
fact. There will be no more Farhuds 
in that region, because, outside of 
the sovereign State of Israel, there are 
hardly any Jews remaining in the area 
upon whom to re-inflict the bestiali-
ties witnessed in June 1941.

France’s Hollande: Israeli-Palestinian Peace  
Must Take ‘Entire Region’ Into Account 
JNS 

French President Francois Hol-
lande launched a conference in-
tended to reboot peace talks on the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, saying 
that “the discussion on the condi-
tions for peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians must take into account 
the entire region.”

“The threats and priorities have 
changed. The changes make it even more urgent to find a solution to the 
conflict, and this regional upheaval creates new obligations for peace. We 
must prove it to the international community,” Hollande said. “It is down 
to the parties, that is to say the Israelis and the Palestinians, and to them 
alone to choose peace. We cannot be a substitute for the parties themselves. 
Our initiative aims to give them the guarantee that the peace will be solid, 
long-lasting, and internationally monitored.”

Despite Hollande’s comments, the French peace summit excluded Israeli 
and Palestinian representatives. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu has opposed the French initiative on those grounds.

“Conferences like this one are a sort of escape route for the Palestinians 
that allows them to avoid negotiations with us,” said Israeli Foreign Minis-
try Director-General Dore Gold, who met with Netanyahu.

“We are not running away from negotiations with the Palestinians. They 
are running away from us. We believe that Arab states have the power to 
influence the Palestinians to sit with us for direct talks instead of creating 
an alternative to a conversation,” Gold added.
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Uncomfortable Truths 
about the Bag Tax 
(and how YOU can STOP it)
BY Senator Simcha Felder & 
aSSemBlYman michael cuSick

There’s a lot of unhappiness about the new Bag Tax, which the City Council 
stuffed down everyone’s throat “for their own good.” No one wants to pay 
regressive nuisance taxes. Demanding an additional fee every time we shop 
under the pretense that our City will now be cleaner? We’re smarter than 
that.

The extra bag fees are not earmarked for environmental concerns. 
Recycling efforts won’t get a penny of the City’s nickel and dime shakedown. 
Instead, the City takes its cut and the rest goes directly to businesses (no 
wonder ShopRite and other corporate supermarkets are celebrating!) In 
short, there’s no incentive for storeowners to reduce the number of bags they 
give to consumers. More, carry-out bags are already re-used for multiple 
purposes, and there are  recycling receptacles available when people are 
ready to get rid of them.

As for small store owners, we listened as a security expert from Rainbow 
Shops testified at our Public Hearing that people bringing their own bags 
into stores will “increase shrinkage” (theft) and do far more harm than 
good for small stores.

The City Council’s stated goal is to “irritate” shoppers into switching to 
reusable bags. But what of our families’ overall well being? “Reusable” bags 
don’t mean “self-cleaning.”  Researchers at the University of California—
the home of the ignoble bag-tax experiment—queried shoppers heading 
into grocery stores and asked them if they wash those reusable bags: 97% 
reported that they don’t regularly, if ever. Researchers also tested many bags 
for bacteria and found enormous amounts including coliform bacteria 
(suggesting raw-meat or uncooked-food contamination) in half. E. coli was 
in 12% of the bags.

Our initial response to the foolish bag tax was a statement that began, 
“The last thing that New Yorkers need is another regressive tax.” But in 
hindsight, we should have said, “The last thing we need is to get sick and to 
pay more for the privilege.”

We are working in Albany to do away with this terrible tax. Please help us 
by signing the Stop the Bag Tax petition. Visit: https://www.nysenate.gov/
stopbagtax or call Senator Felder’s office at 718-253-2015.

Assembly Members Mike Simanowitz and 
Michael Cusick with Senator Felder.

Matan Bseser “Bambi”
In 1973, during the height of the Yom Kippur war, with Israel facing the 

onslaught of it Arab “neighbors” the lives of all the Jews that lived there 
hung in the balance. A nurse in the Sha’arei Tzedek Hospital maternity 
ward, Rachel Chalkowski (nee Bamberger) -- better known by her nick-
name, Bambi -- galvanized a few friends to take on a zchus for Klal Yisroel. 

“Bambi,” was born 76 years ago in France, in the blazing inferno just 
before World War II. Growing up in the shadow of the Second World War, 
Bambi and her family fled for their lives from the clutches of the Nazis. Af-
ter the war, she moved to Israel and fulfilled her dream of becoming a nurse. 
During the Yom Kippur War, with Eretz Yisroel’s existence hanging in the 
balance, they would raise $100 a month for three poverty stricken families. 
The rest, as they say, is history!!

Fast forward to today.  Bambi became the most famous midwife in Israel, 
delivering over 30,000 babies during her 52-year career at Sha’arei Zedek 
Hospital in Jerusalem. During that same period, what originally started 
out as a small informal group which assisted poor families blessed with 
a new-born infant but without the financial wherewithall to provide for 
even the most basic of necessities, has now grown into one of Israel’s largest 
charitable organizations.

Currently, over 400 families receive $200 or more monthly, with many 
additional families receiving help before the yomim tovim, many one-time 
emergency cases are handled as well.   Bambi’s annual budget is over one 
million dollars. This money helps pay for the most basic of human needs: 
food, rent and utilities. Moreover, this aid is provided with the greatest sen-
sitivity and dignity, which is the hallmark of Bambi.

This year’s annual Ladies Oneg Shabbos event will be held on June 18 
in the home of Mrs. Feigi Marmurstein at 1668 East 28th Street, starting at 
5:00 p.m. Gracing the event and addressing the attendees with words of in-
spiration will be Rebbetzin Libby Zolty. This Shabbos, you too can become 
part of history.

If you would like to participate in this tzedakah, please send your con-
tribution to BAMBI, c/o Feigi Marmurstein, 1668 E. 28 St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
11229. One can also contribute on line at www.bambi.com.  Tizku L’mitzvos.
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REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small   Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right
shul   Davens too quickly   Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No
family “yichus”   Too much family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends   Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel

 Gartel is too thick   Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music  
Doesn’t listen to English music   Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp   Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family
uses china during the week   Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel

 Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out  
Wears his tzitzis in   Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard   Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced

 Sibling is divorced   Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough   Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not 
yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry 
a speech therapist?   No family Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy 
enough   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t 
go to camp   Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and 
Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes   Clothes are too drabby   Skirts too long   Skirts too short   Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup   Wants to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall   Will only wear a fall in the 
fall   Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks too much   Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings   Not enough siblings   Has unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced   Parents should be 
divorced   Wears expensive jewelry   Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry   Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears
wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small   Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens too quickly   Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish
enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No family “yichus”   Too much family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends  
Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel is too thick   Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do
FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat
pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp   Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family uses china during the week   Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t
have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money

 Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out   Wears his tzitzis in   Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear
glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard   Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced   Sibling is divorced   Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T 
A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough   Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings 
wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of 
friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents not 
willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy

 Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes   Clothes 
are too drabby   Skirts too long   Skirts too short   Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup   Wants to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall   Will only wear a fall in the fall   Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks too much  
Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings   Not enough siblings   Has unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced   Parents should be divorced   Wears expensive jewelry   Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry

 Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small  
Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens too quickly   Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to
college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No family “yichus”   Too much family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends   Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” 
enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel is too thick   Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good
looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp  
Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family uses china during the week   Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother
works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch  
Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out   Wears his tzitzis in   Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard

 Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced   Sibling is divorced   Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough
 Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary
 Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too 

chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop  
Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw 
hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes   Clothes are too drabby   Skirts too long   Skirts too short   Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup   Wants 
to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall   Will only wear a fall in the fall   Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks too much   Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings   Not enough siblings   Has 
unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced   Parents should be divorced   Wears expensive jewelry   Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry   Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T 
ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small   Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens too quickly

 Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No family “yichus”   Too much
family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends   Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel is too thick   Parents
too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music  
Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp   Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family uses china during the week  
Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn’t want to learn in
kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out   Wears his tzitzis in   Wears
blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard   Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced   Sibling is divorced   Has
older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough   Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough   Family too 
yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family 
Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents have no money

 Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp
 Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too 
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This is how we can help make shidduchim
LET’S THINK      OUT OF THE BOX

SPONSORED BY PARENTS THAT THINK OUT-OF-THE-BOX
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yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of h Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke
Yichus   Too much  Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends Wrong type of friends   Not enough  Not enough friends

 Parents have too much money Parents have too much money  Parents not willing to support Parents not willing to support  Listens to English music Listens to English music

LET’S THINK      OUT OF THE BOX

 Gartel is too thick   Parents Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont Wont do FLOP   Will Will only do FLOP   Doesn Doesn
Doesn’t listen to English music   Is Is tone deaf   Eats Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn Doesn’

china during the week  week  week  Family Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills
 Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents Parents have no money   Parents Parents have too much money   Parents Parents think they have money  

Wears his tzitzis in   Wears Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses Glasses frames are too stylish
 Sibling is divorced   Has Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  

yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of h Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’ Didn’t go to Israel
a speech therapist?   No family Yichus No family Yichus   Too much  Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends Wrong type of friends   Not enough  Not enough friends   Not litvish Not litvish  
enough   Parents  Parents have no money   Parents have too much money Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music Listens to English music  
go to camp   Went to the wrong camp Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat  Wants a hat 
Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes Wears colorful clothes   Clothes are too drabby Clothes are too drabby   Skirts  Skirts too long   Skirts too short Skirts too short

 Goes to shul on  Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos. Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks  Talks too much   Doesn’t talk enough Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”  Too “outgoing” 
divorced   Wears expensive jewelry Wears expensive jewelry   Wears  Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry Wears no jewelry   Wants a 3  Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”)  Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) 
wrong type of hat   Wrong Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke Yarmulke too small   Car Car is not leased   Drives Drives his parents
enough   Too Too yeshivish   Didn Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned Learned too long in Israel   Went Went to college   Didn Didn’t go to college   Went Went to
Wears colored socks   Wears Wears white socks   Wears Wears no socks   Too Too litvish   Not Not “heimish” enough   Too Too chasiddish   Wears Wears a
FLOP   Will Will only do FLOP   Doesn Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too Too tall   Too Too short   Not Not good looking enough   Too Too good looking

with a fork & knife   Doesn Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went Went to the wrong camp   Wasn Wasn’t color war general   Was Was
winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother Mother works full time   Mother Mother doesn’t

 Parents think they have money   Wears Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant Cant
glasses   Glasses Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints Squints when he learns   Has Has a beard   Has Has no beard   Has Has a trimmed beard   Cant Cant
A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall Too tall   Too short Too short   Not pretty enough Not pretty enough   Too pretty Too pretty   Too thin Too thin
wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’ Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college Went to college  
friends   Not enough  Not enough friends   Not litvish Not litvish   Too litvish Too litvish   Not heimish Not heimish   Too heimish Too heimish   Not chasiddish Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy Parents too schmaltzy
willing to support   Listens to English music Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza  Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into  Wouldn’t step foot into 

 Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat  Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a  Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino  Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino 
are too drabby   Skirts  Skirts too long   Skirts too short Skirts too short   Wears no makeup Wears no makeup  Wears too much makeup Wears too much makeup   Wants to wear a  Wants to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall Wont wear a fall
Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”  Too many siblings   Not enough  Not enough siblings   Has unmarried siblings Has unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced Parents are divorced

 Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT 
shul   Davens Davens too quickly   Davens Davens too slowly   Went Went

family “yichus”   Too Too much family “yichus”   Wrong Wrong type
 Gartel is too thick   Parents Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents Parents not

listen to English music   Is Is tone deaf   Eats Eats pizza with
china during the week  week  week  Family Family uses paper goods on shabbos

’t want to learn in kollel   Parents Parents have no money  
his tzitzis in   Wears Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears Wears

 Sibling is divorced   Has Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S
 Family not yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of h Father wears wrong type of h

a speech therapist?   No family Yichus No family Yichus   Too much  Too much family Yichus  
 Parents have no money   Parents have too much money Parents have too much money

 Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy Wants a learning boy
 Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes Wears colorful clothes

 Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos. Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.  
 Wears expensive jewelry   Wears  Wears inexpensive jewelry
of hat   Wrong Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke Yarmulke too

 Too yeshivish   Didn Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned Learned too
colored socks   Wears Wears white socks   Wears Wears no socks  

only do FLOP   Doesn Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too Too
fork & knife   Doesn Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife

winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents Parents don’t have summer
think they have money   Wears Wears the wrong type of watch

frames are too stylish   Squints Squints when he learns  
 Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall Too tall

 Wears no makeup  
 Too “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings Too many siblings

carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”)  Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) 
is not leased   Drives Drives his parents car   Doesn Doesn’t daven in the right shul

college   Didn Didn’t go to college   Went Went to the wrong type of college   No No family
enough   Too Too chasiddish   Wears Wears a gartel   Doesn Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel Gartel
looking enough   Too Too good looking   Listens Listens to English music   Doesn Doesn’t listen
Wasn’t color war general   Was Was losing color war general  Family uses china
works full time   Mother Mother doesn’t work   Wants Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn Doesn’
Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant Cant tell time   Wears Wears his tzitzis out   Wears Wears

 Has a trimmed beard   Cant Cant grow a beard   Parents Parents are divorced   Sibling Sibling
 Too pretty   Too thin Too thin   Went to wrong school Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough Family not yeshivish enough
 Went to college   Didn’t go to college Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry  You wanna marry a speech therapist?

chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents  Parents 
Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza Wont eat pizza   Didn’t  Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp Went to the wrong camp
hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino  Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough Not Tzniusdik enough
to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall Wont wear a fall   Will only wear  Will only wear a fall in the fall   Goes to shul on  Goes to shul on 
unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced Parents are divorced   Parents should be divorced Parents should be divorced   Wears expensive jewelry Wears expensive jewelry
ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears Wears wrong type

 Davens too slowly   Went Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not Not yeshivish enough   Too Too
family “yichus”   Wrong Wrong type of friends   Doesn Doesn’t have friends   Wears Wears colored

schmaltzy”   Parents Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont Wont do FLOP   Will Will only
tone deaf   Eats Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork

Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents Parents don’t have winterized
kollel   Parents Parents have no money   Parents Parents have too much money   Parents Parents think

strings on tzitzis   Wears Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses Glasses
unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O
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REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small   Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right
shul   Davens too quickly   Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No
family “yichus”   Too much family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends   Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel

 Gartel is too thick   Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music  
Doesn’t listen to English music   Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp   Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family
uses china during the week   Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel

 Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out  
Wears his tzitzis in   Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard   Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced

 Sibling is divorced   Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough   Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not 
yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry 
a speech therapist?   No family Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy 
enough   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t 
go to camp   Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and 
Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes   Clothes are too drabby   Skirts too long   Skirts too short   Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup   Wants to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall   Will only wear a fall in the 
fall   Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks too much   Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings   Not enough siblings   Has unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced   Parents should be 
divorced   Wears expensive jewelry   Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry   Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears
wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small   Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens too quickly   Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish
enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No family “yichus”   Too much family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends  
Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel is too thick   Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do
FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat
pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp   Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family uses china during the week   Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t
have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money

 Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out   Wears his tzitzis in   Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear
glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard   Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced   Sibling is divorced   Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T 
A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough   Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings 
wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of 
friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents not 
willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy

 Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes   Clothes 
are too drabby   Skirts too long   Skirts too short   Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup   Wants to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall   Will only wear a fall in the fall   Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks too much  
Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings   Not enough siblings   Has unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced   Parents should be divorced   Wears expensive jewelry   Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry

 Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small  
Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens too quickly   Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to
college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No family “yichus”   Too much family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends   Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” 
enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel is too thick   Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good
looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp  
Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family uses china during the week   Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother
works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch  
Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out   Wears his tzitzis in   Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard

 Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced   Sibling is divorced   Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough
 Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary
 Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too 

chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop  
Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw 
hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes   Clothes are too drabby   Skirts too long   Skirts too short   Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup   Wants 
to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall   Will only wear a fall in the fall   Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks too much   Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings   Not enough siblings   Has 
unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced   Parents should be divorced   Wears expensive jewelry   Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry   Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T 
ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears wrong type of hat   Wrong type of yarmulke   Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke too small   Car is not leased   Drives his parents car   Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens too quickly

 Davens too slowly   Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not yeshivish enough   Too yeshivish   Didn’t learn in Israel   Learned too long in Israel   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   Went to the wrong type of college   No family “yichus”   Too much
family “yichus”   Wrong type of friends   Doesn’t have friends   Wears colored socks   Wears white socks   Wears no socks   Too litvish   Not “heimish” enough   Too chasiddish   Wears a gartel   Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel is too thick   Parents
too “schmaltzy”   Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont do FLOP   Will only do FLOP   Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too tall   Too short   Not good looking enough   Too good looking   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music  
Is tone deaf   Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn’t know how to use a fork & knife   Went to the wrong camp   Wasn’t color war general   Was losing color war general   Family uses china during the week  
Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother works full time   Mother doesn’t work   Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn’t want to learn in
kollel   Parents have no money   Parents have too much money   Parents think they have money   Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant tell time   Wears his tzitzis out   Wears his tzitzis in   Wears
blue strings on tzitzis   Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints when he learns   Has a beard   Has no beard   Has a trimmed beard   Cant grow a beard   Parents are divorced   Sibling is divorced   Has
older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall   Too short   Not pretty enough   Too pretty   Too thin   Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough   Family too 
yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college   Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family 
Yichus   Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of friends   Not enough friends   Not litvish   Too litvish   Not heimish   Too heimish   Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents have no money

 Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza   Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp
 Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough   Too 
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This is how we can help make shidduchim
LET’S THINK      OUT OF THE BOX

SPONSORED BY PARENTS THAT THINK OUT-OF-THE-BOX
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small  
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quickly
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 Parents
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week  week  week
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 Wears

 Has Has
 Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough Family not yeshivish enough   Family too  Family too 

 You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family  No family 
 Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents  Parents have no money

 Wont eat pizza  Didn’t  Didn’t go to camp  Went to the wrong camp Went to the wrong camp

This is how we can help make shidduchim
LET’S THINK      OUT OF THE BOX

 Doesn’t know what FLOP is   Too Too tall   Too Too short   Not Not good looking enough   Too Too good looking   Listens Listens to English music
t know how to use a fork & knife   Went Went to the wrong camp   Wasn Wasn’t color war general   Was Was losing color war general  Family

Catskills   Parents Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother Mother works full time   Mother Mother doesn’t work   Wants Wants to learn in kollel
 Wears Wears the wrong type of watch   Doesn Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant Cant tell time   Wears Wears his tzitzis out

stylish   Squints Squints when he learns   Has Has a beard   Has Has no beard   Has Has a trimmed beard   Cant Cant grow a beard   Parents Parents are divorced
 O U T  W I T H  H E R :   Too tall Too tall   Too short Too short   Not pretty enough Not pretty enough   Too pretty Too pretty   Too thin Too thin   Went to wrong school Went to wrong school   Family not  Family not 

t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary Didn’t go to seminary   Went to college Went to college   Didn’t go to college Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry  You wanna marry 
 Too litvish Too litvish   Not heimish Not heimish   Too heimish Too heimish   Not chasiddish Not chasiddish   Too chasiddish Too chasiddish   Parents too schmaltzy Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy  Parents not schmaltzy 

   Doesn’t listen to English music Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza  Eats pizza in a pizza shop   Wouldn’t step foot into  Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza Wont eat pizza   Didn’t  Didn’t 
 Wants a hat wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a  Wants a straw hat wearer   Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino  Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino 

 Skirts too short   Wears no makeup Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup Wears too much makeup   Wants to wear a  Wants to wear a fall   Wont wear a fall Wont wear a fall   Will only wear  Will only wear a fall in the 
 Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings Too many siblings   Not enough  Not enough siblings   Has unmarried siblings Has unmarried siblings   Parents are divorced Parents are divorced   Parents should be  Parents should be 

 Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears Wears
parents car   Doesn Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens Davens too quickly   Davens Davens too slowly   Went Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not Not yeshivish

to the wrong type of college   No No family “yichus”   Too Too much family “yichus”   Wrong Wrong type of friends   Doesn Doesn’t have friends
a gartel   Doesn Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel Gartel is too thick   Parents Parents too “schmaltzy”   Parents Parents not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont Wont

looking   Listens Listens to English music   Doesn Doesn’t listen to English music   Is Is tone deaf   Eats Eats pizza with a fork and knife   Doesn Doesn’
 Was losing color war general  Family uses china during the week  week  week  Family Family uses paper goods on shabbos (GASP!)   Parents Parents don
doesn’t work   Wants Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn Doesn’t want to learn in kollel   Parents Parents have no money   Parents Parents have too much money
 Cant tell time   Wears Wears his tzitzis out   Wears Wears his tzitzis in   Wears Wears blue strings on tzitzis   Wears Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t Doesn’t wear

 Cant grow a beard   Parents Parents are divorced   Sibling Sibling is divorced   Has Has older unmarried sibling R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T 
 Too thin   Went to wrong school Went to wrong school   Family not yeshivish enough Family not yeshivish enough   Family too yeshivish Family too yeshivish   Father wears wrong type of h Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings  Siblings 

 Didn’t go to college Didn’t go to college   You wanna marry  You wanna marry a speech therapist?   No family Yichus No family Yichus   Too much  Too much family Yichus   Wrong type of  Wrong type of 
 Parents too schmaltzy   Parents not schmaltzy enough Parents not schmaltzy enough   Parents  Parents have no money   Parents have too much money Parents have too much money   Parents not  Parents not 

 Wouldn’t step foot into a pizza shop   Wont eat pizza Wont eat pizza   Didn’t  Didn’t go to camp   Went to the wrong camp Went to the wrong camp   Wants a kollel boy Wants a kollel boy   Wants a learning boy Wants a learning boy
 Doesn’t know the difference between Borsalino and Stetson   Not Tzniusdik enough Not Tzniusdik enough   Too Tzniusdik Too Tzniusdik   Wears colorful clothes Wears colorful clothes   Clothes  Clothes 

 Wont wear a fall   Will only wear  Will only wear a fall in the fall   Goes to shul on  Goes to shul on shabbos   Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos. Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.  Talks  Talks too much
 Parents are divorced   Parents should be divorced Parents should be divorced   Wears expensive jewelry Wears expensive jewelry  

YOU DIDN’T ALLOW YOUR DAUGHTER TO GO OUT WITH HIM :  Wears Wears wrong type of hat   Wrong Wrong type of yarmulke
 Went to the wrong Yeshiva   Not Not yeshivish enough   Too Too yeshivish   Didn Didn’t learn

type of friends   Doesn Doesn’t have friends   Wears Wears colored socks   Wears Wears white socks  
not “schmaltzy” enough   Wont Wont do FLOP   Will Will only do FLOP   Doesn Doesn’t know what

with a fork and knife   Doesn Doesn’t eat pizza with a fork & knife   Doesn Doesn’t know how to
shabbos (GASP!)   Parents Parents don’t have winterized summer home in Catskills   Parents Parents

 Parents Parents have too much money   Parents Parents think they have money   Wears Wears the
 Wears thick glasses   Doesn’t Doesn’t wear glasses   Glasses Glasses frames are too stylish   Squints Squints
R E A S O N S  Y O U  D I D N ’ T  A L L O W  Y O U R  S O N  T O  G O  O U T  W I T H  H E R :  

 Father wears wrong type of hat   Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke Siblings wear wrong type of yarmulke   Didn’ Didn’t go to Israel   Went to the wrong seminary Went to the wrong seminary
   Wrong type of friends Wrong type of friends   Not enough  Not enough friends   Not litvish Not litvish   Too litvish Too litvish   Not heimish Not heimish

 Parents have too much money   Parents not willing to support Parents not willing to support   Listens to English music Listens to English music   Doesn’t listen to English music Doesn’t listen to English music
 Wants a learning boy   Wants a working/learning/kollel boy Wants a working/learning/kollel boy   Wants a hat  Wants a hat wearer

 Wears colorful clothes   Clothes are too drabby Clothes are too drabby   Skirts  Skirts too long   Skirts too short Skirts too short   Wears no makeup Wears no makeup
 Talks  Talks too much   Doesn’t talk enough Doesn’t talk enough   Not “outgoing”  Not “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”  Too “outgoing”    Too many siblings Too many siblings

inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry Wears no jewelry   Wants a 3  Wants a 3 carrot Kallah ring   Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”)  Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) 
big   Yarmulke Yarmulke too small   Car Car is not leased   Drives Drives his parents car   Doesn Doesn

too long in Israel   Went Went to college   Didn Didn’t go to college   Went Went to the wrong type
 Too Too litvish   Not Not “heimish” enough   Too Too chasiddish   Wears Wears a gartel   Doesn Doesn

 Too tall   Too Too short   Not Not good looking enough   Too Too good looking   Listens Listens to English
knife   Went Went to the wrong camp   Wasn Wasn’t color war general   Was Was losing color war

summer home in Monsey   Mother Mother works full time   Mother Mother doesn’t work   Wants Wants
watch   Doesn Doesn’t wear a watch   Wears Wears a watch on shabbos   Cant Cant tell time   Wears Wears

 Has Has a beard   Has Has no beard   Has Has a trimmed beard   Cant Cant grow a beard   Parents Parents
 Too short Too short  Not pretty enough Not pretty enough  Too pretty Too pretty  Too thin Too thin  Went to wrong school Went to wrong school

 Doesn’t go to shul on shabbos.   Talks  Talks too much
 Wears  Wears inexpensive jewelry   Wears no jewelry Wears no jewelry

yarmulke   Yarmulke Yarmulke too big   Yarmulke Yarmulke too small
in Israel   Learned Learned too long in Israel   Went Went
   Wears Wears no socks   Too Too litvish   Not Not “heimish
what FLOP is   Too Too tall   Too Too short   Not Not

to use a fork & knife   Went Went to the wrong camp
 Parents don’t have summer home in Monsey   Mother Mother

wrong type of watch   Doesn Doesn’t wear a watch
 Squints when he learns   Has Has a beard   Has Has no beard

W I T H  H E R :   Too tall Too tall   Too short Too short   Not pretty enough Not pretty enough
 Went to the wrong seminary   Didn’t go to seminary Didn’t go to seminary
 Not heimish   Too heimish Too heimish   Not chasiddish Not chasiddish  

 Doesn’t listen to English music   Eats pizza  Eats pizza in a pizza shop
wearer   Doesn’t want a hat wearer Doesn’t want a hat wearer   Wants a  Wants a straw 

 Wears no makeup   Wears too much makeup Wears too much makeup   Wants  Wants 
 Too many siblings   Not enough  Not enough siblings  

 Only eats 3 carrots a day (see “too thin”) REASONS YOU DIDN’T 
 Doesn’t daven in the right shul   Davens Davens too quickly

type of college   No No family “yichus”   Too Too much
 Doesn’t wear a gartel   Gartel Gartel is too thick   Parents Parents

English music   Doesn Doesn’t listen to English music
war general  Family uses china during the week
 Wants to learn in kollel   Doesn Doesn’t want to learn
 Wears his tzitzis out   Wears Wears his tzitzis in   Wears Wears
 Parents are divorced   Sibling Sibling is divorced  

 Went to wrong school  Family not yeshivish enough Family not yeshivish enough  Family too  Family too 

DON’T DATE  
THE RESUME   

DATE
THE PERSON         

CI
TI

CO
M

 7
18

.6
92

.0
99

9
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At the Friedman Hachnosas Sefer Torah

 Harav Eliezer Ginsburg Reciting
Sefiras Haomer  PHOTOS SHLOMO RAFUL

World Renowned Askan 
Dr. Hollander Reading The FJJ 

 Tzviki Schwartz Getting a Bracha from
the Krulla Rebbe Before His Chasunah

 Team MSA - Mesivta Shaarei Arazim 
at the Riverdale 12 Marathon

 Lag B'omer Hadlakah at Yeshiva Ohr Shraga Veretzky

 Shimshon Smith making a
Siyum in Kollel Bnei Torah
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At the Agudah Dinner
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At The Schubert-Blumenkrantz Vort  FJJ PHOTOS

At the Telshe Yeshiva Dinner

At the Fink-Perkowski Vort

At the Weber-Edelstein Chasunah  FJJ PHOTOS

The Tantzers Being Mesameach Families in Great Neck

Yeshiva Torah Temimah Chumash Seuda At the Upsherin of Azriel Glatt
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At the Yeshiva Torah Vodaas 1st Grade Siyum Hashanah

Hachnasas Sefer Torah for Ari Levin a"h in Wesley Hills

Sheva Brochos for Rabbi Gornish's Grandaughter  PHOTOS MILTY KLEIN

Askan Reading the FJJ in Monsey Aaron Akselrud with Rav Weinfeld

Rav Yaakov Drillman Giving Shiur in Kollel Nesivos Hatorah

The Tanzers at Avigdor Leshinskys Birthday Party

Rabbi Zeigers 7th Grade of Yeshiva Darchei Torah Visiting Rav Eliezer Ginsburg
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Askonim at a Siyum Kiddushin

Dr. Shuck's Shiur Siyum Kiddushin in SasregenAt the Bris of Moshe Yechezkel Rosenblum

 Shimon Lefkowitz with Moreinu 
Rav Boruch Mordechai Ezrachi

 Larry Spiewak at a Pre Parade
Met Council Breakfast

 R' Moshe Shmuel Young 
with Horav Yaakov Bender

At the Yeshivas Ruach Chaim Dinner

Khal Zichron Mordechai BBQ Siyum Nashim

Hanacha K'Halacha @ Veretzky Yeshiva Lag B'omer at Yeshiva Tiferes Yisroel Yeshiva Ruach Chaim Second Grade Science Contest

Lag B'omer at Kehilas Moreshes Yaakov

Lag B'omer at Pozna

 Askan at the Shtauber -
Kohantaub Wedding

 Askanim Taking a Coffee
Break During the Oorah-thon

 Rav Yitzchok Finkel Checking
Mezuzas in Yeshiva Torah Temimah
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Askonim in Flatbush

Ahron E. Pilchick Making a Siyum on Daf Yomi in Yeshiva Torah Vodaas

Askonim with Senators Flannigan & Felder

At the Salute to Israel Day Parade At the Yeshiva Of Brooklyn Sukkah Fair

At the Ohr Shraga Pre 1a Chumash Seuda

At the Mesivta Tiferes Shmuel Dinner

Askonim at the Chush Breakfast At the Fried - Akselrud Vort

At the Werdiger 25th Annual Breakfast for Yeshivas Livnas Hasapir
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At the Mesivta Ateret Torah Shabbaton  PHOTOS AVRAHAM ELBAZ

At the Bar Mitzvah of Shlomo Churba PHOTOS DOVID SOCLOFF

At the Quality Frozen Blog n' Dine

At the Bar Mitzvah of Michel Churba PHOTOS DOVID SOCLOFF

At the Agudath Israel Daf Yomi Commission Siyum Seder Noshim

Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky Visits Yeshiva Darchei Torah
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Going Down?

Take a census (1:2)

Q: � e sign on the elevator said 
clearly, “OCCUPANCY: 4 

Adults.” None of the � ve people who 
entered the elevator bothered to read 
the sign, until the elevator jolted to a 
halt in between � oors. � e elevator 
had broken from the exertion of pull-
ing the additional weight.

Who needs to pay for the repair? 
All of them, the last one who entered 
the elevator, or the one who pushed 
the button for their destination?The 
Shulchan Aruch rules, “If five men 
sat on a bench together, resulting in 
a broken bench, the halachah is as 
follows: If they all sat down at the 
same time, they all need to pay. If 
the fifth man sat down last, then it 
depends. If the bench would have 
broken even without his weight, he 
is exempt. But if it was due to his 
weight that the bench broke, he 

alone must pay for the bench’s re-
pair.”

� is is applicable if the � � h per-
son entered the elevator and subse-
quently someone on a di� erent � oor 
summoned the elevator. In such a 
case the � � h person must pay since 
he is responsible for the damage. He 
should have known that someone 
might call for the elevator without 
knowing that there was additional 
weight in the elevator. (� e fact that 
the � � h passenger did not know the 
weight limit is not an excuse, as a 
person is responsible for any dam-
age he does, even accidentally.)
 However, if it was one of the � ve 
passengers who pressed the button 
to a destination, then the one who 
pressed is responsible to pay for the 
repair because he made the elevator 
move with � ve people on board. Even 
if it was the � rst person who pressed 
it a� er the � � h person boarded, he is 
liable because he had no right to press 
the button with so many people in the 
elevator.

Hashem Knows

And take down the Partition-cur-
tain (4:5)

Q: � e custom of Congregation 
Magen David was to sell the 

Pesichah (opening of the aron hako-
desh) for Neilah on Yom Kippur for a 
signi� cant sum. One year, no sooner 
had the purchaser climbed the platform 
to draw the Paroches, when a young 
child drew the curtain and opened 
the aron hakodesh. � e gabbaim were 
aghast. What should they do? Should 
they close the aron hakodesh again to 
allow the man to open it, or should the 
man be absolved from paying since 
someone else did the mitzvah?It would 
seem that the man still has to pay. � e 
man “purchased” the honor and it was 
now his. Just because someone else stole 
his mitzvah, why should he not have to 
pay for what he bought? 

Rav Elyashiv did not see it that 
way. It is clear from the words of the 
Ran1 that the mitzvah is not actually 
sold. Rather, a person obligates him-
self to give money in return for hav-

ing done the mitzvah. According to 
this, if he never did the mitzvah, he 
has no reason to pay.

On the other hand, the Chasam 
Sofer writes2 in the name of the Shav 
Yaakov that one who recited a Kad-
dish that was supposed to be said by his 
friend, has not only gained nothing for 
himself, but he has also not taken any-
thing away from his friend. � e Kad-
dish is attributed to the one for whom it 
was originally intended to be said. � is 
is supported by the Gemara in Bava 
Kamma that states that one who stole 
his friend’s o� ering and sacri� ced it for 
himself does not need to pay his friend. 
Since Hashem knows whose o� ering 
it was, it is attributed to its true owner, 
and therefore it is considered as if it had 
been returned to its rightful owner.

According to this, perhaps the 
merit of opening the aron hakodesh 
still belongs to the man who was sup-
posed to have done it. � erefore, he 
must pay for the mitzvah.3 

RABBI MOSHE SHERROW, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein: What if...Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein: Parshas Bamidbar

1. Shabbos 64a, in the pages of the Rif.
2. Yoreh De’ah 345.
3.  See “� e Most for Your Money,” Parashas VeZos 

HaBerachah, p. 476)

Rav Yaakov Emden explains that 
an “intelligent heart” is a notch above 
an “understanding heart.” One must 
use intelligence to ascertain that 
every insight and interpretation is 
� rmly rooted in Torah sources.  All 
the rami� cations of an insight must 
be understood, and the reasoning 
must be carefully followed to a log-
ical conclusion.  � e outcome must 
then be gauged according to Torah 
law (Lechem Shamayim).

Rav Yechezkel Abramsky, author 
of Chazon Yechezkel, once remarked 
that it is not very di�  cult to come up 
with a chiddush.  � e di�  cult part is 
to examine one’s new insight against 
any contradiction throughout the 
entire Talmud.  It sometimes took 
him more than four weeks to make 
sure that a chiddush “checked out” 
through all Shas. Only when his 
chiddush passed this test would Rav 
Abramsky publish it.

***

Rav Moshe Midner, one of the 
great scholars of Slonim, was very 
careful to examine any novel insights 
for halachic veracity before relating 
them to anyone else.  He was once 
engaged in a deep discussion with a 
leading Rosh Yeshivah, who suggest-
ed an original line of reasoning to 
explain a statement of the Talmud.  
Rav Midner shuddered and asked, 
“Would you be willing to permit 
a woman to remarry based on that 
reasoning?”

� e Rosh Yeshivah hesitated.
Rav Midner declared, “An insight 

that you would rely on in practical 
halachah shows a lack of certainty 
as to its truth, and it should not be 
posited at all!”

***

Rav Moshe Feinstein was re-
nowned for his volumes of halachic 
responsa, Igros Moshe.  However, 
Reb Moshe also authored many 

volumes of shiurim, and a com-
mentary on the Talmud entitled Di-
bros Moshe.  It is reported that Reb 
Moshe once said he would accept 
the responsibility for halachic deci-
sions that were based on any sevara 
he had written in Dibros Moshe.  
� is was so because he would only 
publish a piece if he could stand by 
its defense (heard from Rav Shmuel 
Fuerst, dayan of Agudath Israel in 
Chicago).

� e Midrash Shmuel adds that 
included in the attribute of an intel-
ligent heart is the necessity to prop-
erly review the material one studies.  
It is not enough to quickly review the 
ideas super� cially.  Rather one must 
carefully review the meaning of the 
concepts too.

Others see in the attribute of in-
telligent heart a reference to study-
ing the kabbalistic secrets of Torah.  
� is is because one can only “peer” 
at the kabbalistic interpretations 

with one’s heart; 
its knowledge 
is not a func-
tion of mental 
acuity alone, 
and it cannot be explained in the 
same manner as the revealed To-
rah (Tiferes Yisrael).  In our times, 
our level of Torah learning, unfor-
tunately, precludes a proper un-
derstanding of kabbalah. It is even 
difficult to find a qualified rebbi 
for Kabbalah.  However, just the 
knowledge that there exists a whole 
other dimension to Torah study 
and understanding increases one’s 
appreciation of Torah and provides 
a stimulus to applying oneself with 
greater effort to learning Torah 
(Cheshev HaEfod).
Plan: 

• Analyze and review Torah 
thoughts carefully to ensure their 
halachic and logical veracity.

RABBI EPHRAIM NISENBAUM

49 Steps to Greatness An Intelligent Heart
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Once again we � nd ourselves 
at the end of the days of 
Sefira, the special days 

leading up to Shavuos, working on 
the � nal touches to be worthy of ac-
cepting the Torah. � e Posuk tells us 
that Klal Yisroel stood at Har Sinai 
united, Vayichan Shom Yisroel K’ish 
Echod Blev Echod.

As we’ve said in the past, the 
achdus that prevailed amongst Klal 
Yisroel at the foot of Har Sinai was 
not merely a nice midah – receiving 
the Torah was actually contingent 
on Klal Yisroel getting along with 
one another. Of course the midah 
of Shalom is a very important mi-
dah, but in anticipation of receiving 
the Torah, Achdus has a much more 
powerful mission. 

In Parshas Terumah the Ba’al 
Haturim teaches us a special lesson 
about the powers of Achdus; the 
heights that can be achieved through 
achdus.

� e posuk tells us that the Cheru-
vim located on top of the Aron had 
the appearance of two people facing 
each other.  

The Ba’al HaTurim elaborates 
that these weren’t just two friends, 
but rather people who were sitting 
and discussing Divrei Torah. 

It doesn’t get much holier than 
this, right? � e holiest part of the 
Bais Hamikdosh - inside the Kodesh 
HaKodashim - in the exact location 
from where the posuk tells us Hash-
em’s voice was heard – with that 
voice being emitted from between 
the two Cheruvim…….  yet how did 
these holy Cheruvim look? Like two 
people engrossed in a sugya! 

Kind of anticlimactic if you think 
about it. 

Similarly, we find in Pirkei 
Avos - when two people are sitting 
and learning, the Shechina dwells 
amongst them. While we know the 
words of Chazal - that from the time 
the Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed, 
Hashem is only found in the “daled 
amos of Halacha”…… now we can 
take it a step further. Where exactly 
in the daled amos of Halacha is the 
Shechina found? 

Between two people who are sit-
ting and learning Torah.

Let’s take this to the next level.
My uncle, Rav Avrohom Shmuel-

vitz Shlita adds that there is an im-

portant ingredient needed before the 
Shechina can join two people who 
are learning. � e posuk tells us that 
the Cherubim were “u’pnaihem ish el 
achiv” - facing one another.  

It’s not enough to simply ex-
change ideas or to discuss a sugya 
with a friend. You need to be “facing 
one another” – each one looking into 
his friends heart, concerned for his 
friend, � lled with mutual respect. 

Talmidei Chachamim must place 
their friend’s needs before their own. 
Only then will they merit the Shechi-
na joining in their Chavrusasha� . 

And now, to the famous vort of 
Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zatzal

The Gemorah in Sanhedrin 
quotes a posuk in Mishlei, “Isha 
Yiras Hashem he tishalel” referring 
to the generation of Rebbe Yehuda 
Ben Illai. In those days you could 
� nd six Talmidai Chachamim being 
covered by one blanket while sitting 
and learning. Rav Chaim asks; how 
is it possible for six people to be cov-
ered by a blanket that would normal-
ly be big enough for just one person?

� e answer, he posits, lies in the 
midos of the Talmidai Chachamim. 
Instead of each one trying to make 
sure that he himself would be cov-
ered, each one made sure his friend 
was covered. By looking out for the 
needs of their friends, every single 
one was kept warm by a single blan-
ket.

� is is indeed a special madre-
gah, but what does it have to do with 
“Isha Yiras Hashem he tishalel”?

We can � nd the answer in the 
words of the Ba’al Haturim. 

� e highest level of Kedushah, 
is the place that the Schechina con-
siders home, and that as we said, is 
right between two friends speaking 
in learning. By loving and respecting 
one another, they will be upli� ed to 
the highest level of Kedusha. Such 
people are worthy of being alluded to 
in the last posuk of “Eishes Chayal” - 
at the highest level, - to be counted in 
the category of “Isha Yiras Hashem 
he tishalel”.

� is then was the beauty of the 
Achdus leading up to Matan Torah. 
With a foundation of Achdus, with 
each and every yid concerned for his 
friend we were truly ready to accept 
the Torah, we were ready to create a 
home for the Shechina itself to dwell 

in….. right in the middle of best 
friends learning Torah. 

•••
Perhaps with this in mind we can 

have a better understanding as to 
why we mourn the talmidim of Reb-
be Akiva during these days. Chazal 
tell us that twelve thousand pairs 
of Talmidim of Rebbe Akiva died 
during the days of Se� ra.

Why?
Because they didn’t respect one 

another. 
What better time than the days 

leading up to Matan Torah can there 
possibly be for working on this mi-
dah; the Midah of Achdus.

Before the zman started I received 
a phone call from a Talmid of mine 
in Miami. 

“Rebbe, there is a bochur I am 
close to whom I feel would gain tre-
mendously from having a Kesher 
with you. He is coming to the Mir 
next zman, can I ask you to please 
look out for him”.

� e bochur arrived and B”h is 
shtieging away. � is past Shabbos we 
had a seudah for the shiur, and this 
boy got up to speak. I was so moved 
by what he said that I feel I have to 
share it with you.

“Every child grows up hearing 
the story of the Talmidim of Rebbe 
Akiva”, the boy began, “but as we get 
older there are some questions we 
need to ask”. 

First of all why did Chazal tell us 
the story in riddles? Twelve thou-
sand pairs of Talmidim? Say it as 
it is, Twenty four thousand Talmi-
dim were ni� ar during that terrible 
tekufa! Why are we focusing on the 
pairs? Let’s mourn each and every 
talmid that was ni� ar, all twenty four 
thousand of them!

And even more puzzling, was it not 
Rebbe Akiva who taught us that the 
most fundamental part of the Torah 
was to love your friend like yourself? 

How can we call them Rebbe Aki-
va’s talmidim if they didn’t emulate 
him in this most fundamental way? 
Today we can easily identify Talmi-
dim of many Gedolim by the way 
they focus on certain midos, chum-
ros, or even derech ha’limud. His 
talmidim should have been more 
careful then everyone else when it 
came to loving one another??!! 

Certainly the Talmidim of Reb-
be Akiva were masters of his fa-
mous “Klal Gadol BaTorah” – to 
love your friend like yourself! Yet it 
seems something was lacking. And 
they paid the price with the deaths 
of twenty four thousand Talmidei 
Chachamim!

In truth we � nd two con� icting 
Mishnayos in Avos. On one hand 
the Mishna in the second perek tells 
us that the honor for our fellow man 
should be as precious to us as our 
own honor. Treat your friend the 
way you yourself would like to be 
treated. 

But in the fourth perek the Mish-
na tells us that you should respect 
your students like you would like to 
be respected, respect your friends as 
if they were your teachers, and to 
fear your Rebbe as you fear Heaven. 

Do we treat our friends like a peer 
or like a Rebbe? 

And here my Talmid taught me a 
most precious lesson. 

Perhaps there really are two lev-
els when it comes to respecting our 
friends. Yes, we must treat our friends 
no less than we would like to be treat-
ed ourselves. But there is a much 
higher level as well. And perhaps the 
Mishna is teaching us this lesson. 

“Respect your friends as if they 
were your teachers.” 

Look around you! Each and every 
one of your friends is unique, each 
one has his strengths, and each one 
has the areas in which he excels! 
Learn from your friends! Look up 
to each one, for each and every one 
is your Rebbe! You can learn some-
thing from everyone! 

� e Gemorah in Baba Metziah 
tells us that in the Yeshiva of Bavel 
everyone would stand up for every 
student! Why? Rashi there tells us, 
because they all sat together in one 
Bais Medresh speaking in learning 
together and each one learned from 
his friend!

Perhaps this is a lesson we can 
learn from the Talmidim of Rebbe 
Akiva. While they may have num-
bered twenty four thousand, they 
looked to each other as equals. � ey 
were pairs, and as Chazal tell us, 
twelve thousand pairs died. 

It’s interesting to note that the 
Tana who wrote the Mishna that 

Every Friend A Rebbe
PREPARED FOR PRINT BY RABBI NACHMAN SELTZER

Rav Nissan Kaplan Shlita
ADAPTED EXCLUSIVELY FROM A SCHMOOZE IN HEBREW BY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 119
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Flatbush

1154 East 14th Street
(slot on side of house)

3302 Bedford Avenue 
(right side - mailslot)

1265 East 35th Street
(put in slot or on door)

619 Avenue H 

2209 Avenue J
(left side of house)

Boro Park

1630 50th Street  
(right door)

1341 54th Street  
(mailbox – right side)

1564 59th Street

Far Rockaway
634 Virginia Street  
(leave on door)

1161 Beach 9th Street 
(side door, right side)

1315 Caffrey Avenue 
(put in mailbox)

Inwood
90 Soloff Blvd. 
917-882-8079 
(Call first)

Lawrence
28 Wedgewood Lane 
(call first: 516-371-6665)

Cedarhurst
344 Marlborough Rd

North Woodmere
876 Glen Ridge Avenue

Queens
Hillcrest
69-44 173rd Street
(call first: 718-570-
3630)

Kew Garden Hills
147-51 71st Avenue
(leave on front porch)

73-28 136th Street

The Sheitel Gemach provides used sheitels to  
women who are struggling to afford the basics  
and can’t afford to purchase a much-needed sheitel.

For every sheitel donated, receive  
one entry into a raffle for a chance to  

win a piece of jewelry of your 
choice ($2,000 value). 

Please attach your name and number to the sheitel and label it SHEITEL GEMACH.

For pickup, additional drop-off locations, or more information,  
please call 848-210-1899, email thesheitelgemach@gmail.com, or visit sheitelgemach.net. All sheitel donations are tax deductible.

24-Hour Drop-offs (Can leave on door unless otherwise noted)

Last  
ChanCe!

Give your used sheitel 

a  second chance 

DRAWInG DATE 

 JuNe 26th • כ׳ סיון

לזכר נשמת
  ר‘ גדלי‘ בן משה 

נפתלי ז“ל

Sponsored by

For Lakewood drop-off 
locations, please call  
848-210-1899.


CLIP AnD SAVE FoR FuTuRE REFEREnCE!
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We’re almost there! In just a few 
days we will be standing at the foot of 
the mountain. As Rabbi Moshe Wein-
berger explained so beautifully, Hashem 
took us out of Mitzrayim with ten makos 
(plagues) that shattered our illusion of re-
ality. The animals came out of nowhere, 
the water turned to blood, the hail came 
down from the sky, people couldn’t move 
because of the darkness, and we saw very 
clearly that Hashem was in charge. With 
great nissim, (miracles) Hashem took us 
out “bichvodo ubeatzmo”. 

And we didn’t deserve it! Hashem 
placed us in the desert and little by little, 
we had to prepare ourselves to receive 
the Torah. Manna fell from the sky so we 
didn’t have to worry about where our next 
meal would come from. The be’er (well) of 
Miriam, provided water and sustenance 
and the ananei hakavod, protected us 
from the elements. We didn’t have any 
worries. We were placed in a safe envi-
ronment and were given the opportunity 
to develop ourselves in order to become 
proper vehicles to receive the Torah.

Every year, Hashem brings us back to 
that place. We are not commemorating 
events that happened thousands of years 
ago, we are reliving them every year. Like a 
spiral, the Hebrew calendar brings us back 
to the same place only one step higher, and 
this year, as in every year, we, again, have 
the opportunity to receive the Torah. 

We were taken out of Mitzrayim, that 
place of constriction, and today Hashem 
takes us out of our places of constriction, 
those places that bind us… that make 
us feel like we’re all tied up. And we are 
encouraged to work on our kedusha and 
tahara. I wonder… What is the difference 
between kedusha (holiness) and tahara 
(purity)? Doesn’t it sound like the same 
thing?

Kedusha is holiness, which means sep-
aration. Tahara, purity, is the ability to re-
main focused on G-d and His existence 
even when we’re in the real world. Let me 
explain.

Let’s say one has to lose weight. She’s 
too wrapped up in the food. She goes to 
the nutritionist and is told:” You know, 
you need a break from all the heavy fat-
tening foods for some time. Stay away 
from the sugar and the flour and the fats, 
and limit yourself so that you can get a 
clearer focus on your eating habits.”

Is the goal in life to starve? Would any 
nutritionist in their right mind tell you 
that for the rest of your life you shouldn’t 
eat? No, that’s not the goal! The objective 
is to live and eat healthfully. Our aim is to 
eat in moderation and appreciate Hash-
ems’ delicious food that He provides for 
us on a constant basis. Remaining focused 
amidst all the distractions and challenges 
defines purity. 

Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim, 
and through a process of Kedusha and 
Tahara, we were separated for 40 years in 
the midbar and had to learn how to live 
in the real world. We had to learn to live 
in a world where one must work hard in 
order to eat…where one must try to see 
Hashems’ involvement even when things 
aren’t clear. When the boss gives me a 
paycheck, to realize that it isn’t the boss 
who is controlling my world, it isn’t the 
bank account or the right doctor that is 
giving me security, but it is all coming 
from Hakadosh Boruch Hu. When the 
washing machine breaks for the third 
time this month, Hashem is in that chal-
lenge. When exams are difficult and when 
the shidduch doesn’t go so easily, He’s in 
those challenges, too!

How do we look for Hashems’ will in 
this world? By learning his Torah and ob-
serving mitzvos we can get a glimpse into 
His will. We have to look for His hidden-
ness in this world. 

When we were in the midbar before 
matan Torah and were asked if we want-
ed the Torah, we answered: “Naaseh ven-
ishma.”  

Reb Simcha Bunim of Pshischa asks: 
“Since each person was answering for 
himself shouldn’t the words have been 
Eese veeshma? I will do and I will listen?

He answers with an allegory. A group 
of people was stranded in a desert with no 
protection from the elements. They were 
hot and thirsty and suddenly a caravan 
appeared. A man descended from one of 
the wagons bearing huge bottles of cool 
water. As he approached one of the peo-
ple he asked: “Would you like some water 
to drink?”

Thankfully the man replied “Yes! We 
would be so grateful for some water! “

He spoke in the plural for he was cer-
tain that every member of the group was 
as desperately thirsty as he.

When B’nei Yisrael were in the mid-
bar and Hashem asked them whether 
they wanted the Torah, each member of 
the nation felt, with certainty, that his 
neighbor had as great a desire to hear the 
word of G-d as he himself did. It says: 
“Vayichan sham yisrael neged hahar”, that 
B’nei Yisrael were standing at the foot of 
the mountain. The word vayichan is writ-
ten in the singular tense, since they were 
standing as one. They stood as one man, 
with one heart and each could say with 
surety that he and all his fellow Jews were 
united in this wish.

We hope and pray that we can develop 
our sense of reality to see Hashem’s pres-
ence in this world and to see life events as 
a manifestation of Hashem’s will. May we 
all merit to be able to really say Naaseh 
venishma once again this coming Shavu-
os! Have a wonderful yomtov!

MRS. LEBA SCHWEBEL

Let's Get Real
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FJJ Ladies Shiurim Directory
MAGGID SHIUR TOPIC TIME LOCATION

AGUDAH WOMEN  
OF FLATBUSH

Parsha Shabbos 
4:00 PM

Congregation Sfard 
1575 Coney Island Ave.

RABBI ALPORT/GUEST/
MRS. ESTHER WEIN

Shmuel Beis Tuesday    
1:15-3:45 pm

Chochmas Noshim West 
1259 East 22nd (Ave. L) 
718.801.2787

R' AVROHOM 
BACKENROTH

Hashkafa  
from the Parsha

Alternate Thursdays 

8:45 PM
Young Israel of Ave K 
2818 Ave K

RABBI MOSHE BARIDES Parsha & Hashkafa Shabbos 45 min 

before minha
Cong. Yam Hatorah 
1573 East 10th Street

RABBI DANIEL EISENBACH Parsha
Shabbos  
1/2 hour  
before Mincha

Avenue N Jewish Center 
Corner Ave N & East 4th 
718.339.7747

RABBI DANIEL EISENBACH Pirkei Avos Thursday  
8:15 PM

Avenue N Jewish Center 
Corner Ave N & East 4th 
718.339.7747

RABBI FRIEMAN Parsha & Halacha Tuesday  
9:15 - 9:45 pm

Dial: 646-558-6338 
Conference ID 648-4865#

RABBI AVROHOM 
GARFINKEL

Megilas Rus
Alternate 
Wednesdays 
8:00-9:00 pm

Congregation Bnei Israel 
3190 Bedford Avenue

MRS. CHAYA GINZBERG Pirkei Avos / Mishlei Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Bet Yakob Shul      
Ocean Parkway & Ave. R

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Pirkei Avos Shabbos  
5:45 PM

Cong. Bnei Yitzchok 
1143 E. 19th 

MRS. HENDEL /  
MRS. CHITRIK

Parsha Wednesday
9:00 PM

Call for location:  
718.382.6804

MRS. LINDA JACOBSON/ 
RABBI C. M. JACOBSON

Human Relation,  
The Torah Way

Thursday 
11:00 AM

Homecrest Shul 
917.361.8268

MRS. IVY KALAZAN Parsha Tuesdays
9:45 AM

Elbogen 
1069 East 24th Street

REBBETZIN VITAL 
KALMANOWITZ

Chovos Halevovos Sunday  
10:15 AM

1153 East 9th Street 
side entrance

MRS. VICKY LEW Sefer Devorim Tuesday
8:00 PM

Young Israel of Bedford 
Bay 2114 Brown Street (U& V) 
718.332.4120

RABBI MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF Power of Tefillah
Alternate 
Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Agudah Bais Binyomin          
2913 Avenue L

RABBI YOSEF Y. PALTIEL Davening Monday  
9:00 - 10:00 PM

Chabad of Flatbush 
1923 Ocean Avenue (N&O)

MRS. SARAH MALKA Beiur Tefilah Wednesday 
1:45 - 2:15 PM

Benno Home 
418 Quentin Road

MRS. BREINDY REISS Hashkafa Tuesday
8:00 pm

1552 East 21st Street (N&O)

MRS. SARAH SASSON Chofetz Chaim & 
Parsha

Shabbos
11:15 AM

Homecrest Shul  
917.361.8268

MRS. SHIRA SMILES Parsha Sunday
10:00 AM

Young Israel of Ave. L

RABBI YECHIEL SNOW Parsha Shabbos 
5:00 PM

Young Israel of 
Midwood

MRS. SHANIE STERN
Parsha/Hilchos 
Brachos

Shabbos  
5:30 PM

for location email: 
shaina22@aol.com

RABBI DAVID SUTTON Inyanei D'Yoma Sunday
1:00 PM

Strettiner Bais Medrash     
Bay Pkwy & Ocean Pkwy

REBBETZIN SARA TIKTIN Parsha
Sunday  
11:30 AM 
-12:30 PM

Young Israel of Flatbush 
718.851.5265

RABBI VIGLER Torah & Tea Wednesday 
10 AM

Mayan Yisroel 
3315 Ave N 
718.677.0030

RABBI ZECHARIAH 
WALLERSTEIN

Parsha Wednesdays 
9:30 pm

Ohr Naava 
2201 East 23rd Street 
718.647.6228

RABBI YISROEL DOV 
WEBSTER

Hilchos Tefillah Wednesdays 
10-11 AM

Agudah of 18th Ave. 
5413 18th Avenue

ROTATING MAGIDEI SHIUR Beiur Tefilah Sunday 10:15 - 
11:00 AM

Weinreb Home 
103 Parkville Ave

Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: info@thefjj.com

4 | Flatbush Jewish Journal Thursday, October 31, 2013 718.692.1144 | www.flatbushjewishjournal.com

COOKING AND HOUSEKEEPING 
ADVICE FROM FLATBUSH EXPERTSWomen’s        World

FJJ Ladies Shiurim Directory
Please contact individual Shiurim/Shuls to confirm weekly schedule, which may vary.

MAGGID SHIUR TOPIC TIME LOCATION

AGUDAH WOMEN  
OF FLATBUSH

Parsha Shabbos 
4:00 PM

Congregation Sfard 
1575 Coney Island Ave.

RABBI ALPORT/GUEST/
MRS. ESTHER WEIN

Shmuel Beis Tuesday    
1:15-3:45 pm

Chochmas Noshim West 
1259 East 22nd (Ave. L) 
718.801.2787

R' AVROHOM 
BACKENROTH

Hashkafa from the 
Parsha

Alternate Tuesdays 

9:35 PM
Young Israel of Ave K 
2815 Ave K

RABBI DANIEL EISENBACH Parsha Shabbos 
5:30 PM

Avenue N Jewish Center 
Corner Ave N & East 4th 
718.339.7747

RABBI FISHMAN Parsha Friday 
8 PM

Homecrest Shul 
917.361.8268

RABBI FRIEMAN Parsha & Halacha Tuesday  
9:15 - 9:45 pm

Dial: 646-558-6338 
Conference ID 648-4865#

RABBI AVROHOM 
GARFINKEL

Megilas Rus
Alternate 
Wednesdays 
8:00-9:00 pm

Congregation Bnei Israel 
3190 Bedford Avenue

MRS. CHAYA GINZBERG Pirkei Avos / Mishlei Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Bet Yakob Shul      
Ocean Parkway & Ave. R

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Derech Hashem Wednesdays 
8:30 PM

Avenue O Synagogue 
808 Avenue O

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Pirkei Avos Shabbos  
5:45 PM

Cong. Bnei Yitzchok 
1143 E. 19th 

MRS. HENDEL /  
MRS. CHITRIK

Parsha Wednesday
9:00 PM

Call for location:  
718.382.6804

MRS. LINDA JACOBSON/ 
RABBI C. M. JACOBSON

Pirkei Avos Thursday 
11:00 AM

Homecrest Shul 
917.361.8268

MRS. CHAYA KALAZAN Beiur Tefilah Monday  
9:35 - 10:45 AM

Eisenberger Home 
1334 East 27th St. (M-N)

MRS. IVY KALAZAN Parsha Tuesdays
9:45 am

Elbogen            
1069 East 24th Street

REBBETZIN VITAL 
KALMANOWITZ

Chovos Halevovos Sunday  
10:15 AM

1153 East 9th Street 
side entrance

RABBI YOSEF 
KIRSZENBERG

Parsha Tuesdays
7:30 - 8:30 pm

Lubavitch Yeshiva          
841 Ocean Parkway (I & H)

MRS. VICKY LEW Sefer Shmos Tuesday
8:00 PM

Young Israel of Bedford 
Bay 2114 Brown Street (U& V) 
718.332.4120

RABBI MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF Power of Tefillah
Alternate 
Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Agudah Bais Binyomin          
2913 Avenue L

MRS. SARAH MALKA Beiur Tefilah Wednesday 
1:45 - 2:15 PM

Benno Home 
418 Quentin Road

MRS. BREINDY REISS Megillas Rus Tuesday
8:00 - 9:15 pm

1552 East 21st Street 
(N&O)

MRS. SARAH SASSON Chofetz Chaim & 
Parsha

Shabbos
11:00 AM

Homecrest Shul  
917.361.8268

RABBI REUVAIN SCHARF Orchos Tzadikim Shabbos
5:00 PM

Nshei Lamed Hay    
1456 E. 35 (KH - Flatlands)

MRS. SHIRA SMILES Parsha Sunday
10:00 AM

Young Israel of Ave. L

RABBI YECHIEL SNOW Parsha Shabbos 
5:00 pm

Young Israel of 
Midwood

MRS. SHANIE STERN
Parsha/Hilchos 
Shabbos

Shabbos  
4:00 PM

for location email: 
shaina22@aol.com

RABBI DAVID SUTTON Inyanei D'Yoma Sunday 1:00 Strettiner Bais Medrash     
Bay Pkwy & Ocean Pkwy

RABBI VIGLER Torah & Tea Wednesday 
10 AM

Mayan Yisroel 
3307 Ave N 
718.677.0030

RABBI ZECHARIAH 
WALLERSTEIN

Parsha Wednesdays 
9:30 pm

Ohr Naava           
2201 East 23rd Street 
718.647.6228

RABBI MOSHE BAREDES Parsha & Hashkafa Shabbos 45 min 

before minha
Cong. Yam Hatorah 
1573 East 10th Street

RABBI YISROEL DOV 
WEBSTER

Hilchos Tefillah Wednesdays 
10-11 AM

Agudah of 18th Ave. 
5413 18th Avenue

ROTATING MAGIDEI SHIUR Beiur Tefilah Sunday 10:15 - 
11:00 AM

Weinreb Home 
103 Parkville Ave

GUEST SPEAKERS Pirkei Avos Shabbos  
5:30 pm

Cong. Tomchei Torah 
1966 Coney Island Ave. 
(N&O)

Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: info@thefjj.com

Please contact individual Shiurim/Shuls to confirm weekly schedule, which may vary.
Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: info@thefjj.com
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Lovely Ending For A Terribly Striking Story
Have you been looking forward 

to this ending? I hope it has been 
worth doing! Read on and see how 
beautiful the ways of the Creator are.

We stopped when the Tzaddik 
Abrech was trying to explain to the 
old man who was smoking on Ki-
pur that they had met on a � ight 
to Houston four years before. As 
soon as he started talking, the man 
showed a reticent and negative atti-
tude on listening to words of Torah. 
But the Abrech did not know how 
to seize him spiritually. He could 
not leave him. He felt something 
inside his Neshamah telling him 
that was a special moment and that 
he had to make a change on this 
man immediately. Suddenly, as it 
was told by the same Abrech, he felt 
that Hashem was helping him put-
ting this idea in his head:

-“I am sure that you know that 
today is Yom Ha Kipurim and in 
a few minutes the Izkor prayer (in 
memory of the ones who are not in 
this world) will be said  in our Beit 
Hakneset. Please come with me and 
we can ask the Chazzan to evoke 
the name of your son who died Al 
Kiddush Hashem so that we can all 
do Te� llah for the elevation of his 
Neshamah. � is could be your last 
opportunity to evoke your son´s 
name. Haven´t you ever thought 
that this is the right time to elevate 
your son´s name so that the Court 
of Justice in the Shamaim can re-
member his name for his bene� t?”

Baruch Hashem, these words 
from the Abrech had been total-
ly successful being able to get into 
this sad old man’s heart and in the 
middle of tears they embraced and 
went slowly together towards the 
Beit Hakneset.

-“We  went closer to the Chaz-
zan and asked for a special evoca-
tion and Mr. Vainshtein  said his 
son’s name in a low voice: Catri-
el Menachem, Iechetzkel Sarga’s 
son…Suddenly, something unex-
pected happened (and now dear 
readers, get ready to exclaim in 
amazement, what I had told you in 
last week’s article): all of a sudden, 
the Chazan’s face was enlightened 
in a very strange way, sweating a lot 
and full of tears which choked his 

voice, he was about to blow out and 
he screamed aloud:

-“Father!...Father!!....”
His father fainted. It was his son! 

� e son he thought was dead, was 
there alive and turned into a com-
plete Ben Torah!

Impossible to explain the great 
Simchah, not only theirs, but also 
for the ones who were at that Beit 
Ha Kneset, thanks to the fact that 
Mr. Vainshtein had agreed to make 
the � rst step, going to the Te� llah 
for the Izkor. Bore Olam rewarded 
him with something he had longed 
for and the Zechut of the abrech´s 
conviction to persuade him was 
the most important part. � is old 
man was able to enjoy the family 
that his beloved son Catriel had 
built up, grandchildren, a tzaddeket 
wife and all of them obviously fol-
lowing the ways of Torah. And the 
most wonderful aspect is that even 
Mr. Vainshtein himself came back 
completely to the sources of our 
Yaduth, carrying out one Mitzvah 
a� er another without limits until 
his last happy days.

Impressive, isn’t it? � is teaches 
us that we should never stay away 
and avoid taking action in front of 
anyone whom Hashem places in 
our way for help. We should not be 
afraid of anything or anyone, only 
of Hashem. No matter how much 
we are criticized, there is always 
a burning sparkle or one ready to 
be lit inside a Yehudi and one can 
never know if you are Shaliach to 
help. We must be on the alert, to-
day more than ever so that we can 
convince the ones who are far away, 
that our beautiful life with Torah is 
the Emeth and the only thing that 
will make us live with happiness, 
quietness and Shalom and discov-
er that there is a Bore Olam who 
directs each one of our wishes, 
our breathing and our steps. And 
remember: Ve Derech She Adam 
Rotze lalechet,…Molichim Oto…
(Hashem guides the person along 
the way that each person wants to 
follow). Study this Pasuk and keep 
it in your life forever.

Didn’t you get deeply moved?
Let’s meet again next week,
With love, M orah Luni

BY MORAH LUNI

Heart Notes from Argentina
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Shevuous Prep:  
How to Conquer a Huge Appetite
Rochelle Rothman

With the busy summer months 
ahead, it’s time for a refresher course 
on maintaining a healthy diet. The 
first time I visited my nutritionist, 
she explained to me why we can ap-
pear to be hungry when we really 
shouldn’t be at all!

She advised me to stop trying to 
do something magical like eating 
only grapefruit — that stuff never 
works. It is possible that you aren’t 
eating the right combination for 
your metabolic type, which could 
leave you feeling less satiated. For 
example, if you are a fast oxidizer 
but you are eating fruit for breakfast 
and salad for lunch, you will be con-
stantly starving. Try eating scram-
bled eggs and oatmeal for breakfast 
— you should feel a difference in 
your mornings. 

I add some ground flaxseed meal 
or chia seeds to my oatmeal. It really 
fills you up! I wrote about these ben-
efits in a previous article. (Check the 
Archives for it).

I found many articles on this sub-
ject. A book authored by Jillian Mi-

chaels, explains all this to the reader. 
Her two books, Winning by Losing, 
Master Your Metabolism, and Mak-
ing The Cut really delve into how to 
eat for your metabolic type. They are 
worth looking into for good infor-
mation through your journey to be 
healthier.

Here are a few tricks she shared to 
make you feel fuller: 

1. Eat large quantities of lower-cal 
foods that are high in fiber to help fill 
you up. For example, I eat two bags 
of lettuce when I make my salad. I 
have three veggie sides at dinner — 
steamed spaghetti squash, grilled 
eggplant, and mashed cauliflower. 

2. Drink Tons Of Water. When 
you feel as if you are starving, pound 
a liter of water and see if that helps 
kill the urge a bit. Joy Bauer of The 
TODAY Show, recommends drink-
ing two glasses of water before each 
meal.

3. Sleep! While doctors have long 
known that many hormones are af-
fected by sleep, it wasn’t until recent-
ly that appetite entered the picture. 
Research has shown that leptin and 

ghrelin, two hormones that regulate 
appetite, are both directly affected by 
how much sleep you get. Have you 
ever experienced a sleepless night 
followed by a day when, no matter 
what you ate, you never felt full or 
satisfied? That’s because of leptin 
and ghrelin; together, these hor-
mones work in a kind of “checks 
and balances” system to control feel-
ings of hunger and fullness. Ghrelin, 
which is produced in the gastrointes-
tinal tract, stimulates appetite, while 
leptin, produced in fat cells, sends a 
signal to the brain when you are full. 
When sleep is restricted, leptin levels 
go down and ghrelin levels go up. 

Another reason to get your eight 
hours: Lack of sleep can trigger the 
release of cortisol, a nasty stress hor-
mone that is responsible for storing 
abdominal fat. As you can see, anyway 
you look at it, lack of sleep can set the 
stage for overeating and weight gain. 

4. Are you sure this isn’t a case of 
emotional eating? The next time you 
are really hungry, or at least think 
you’re really hungry, stop yourself 
from heading to the fridge and ask 
yourself the following questions: 
When was the last time I ate? Was it 
more than 3 to 4 hours ago? (That is 
a reasonable amount of time for us 
to go without food.) Is my stomach 
growling? Am I light-headed? If the 
answer to these questions is no, then 
you aren’t hungry at all; you are en-
gaging in emotional eating. Time to 
go for a walk or figure out some oth-
er nonfood activity! 

The best way to manage emotion-
al eating is to start finding ways to 

comfort and nurture yourself that 
aren’t related to food. Remove fat-
tening trigger foods from your en-
vironment. Take up a hobby to help 
combat eating out of boredom — 
personally, I go online and download 
a new workout play list from iTunes 
instead of heading for the fridge! 

Don’t panic. You can and will 
lose weight. Even if you are eating 
more than your daily calorie al-
lowance, you can still lose — it just 
might take a little longer. Exercise is 
key: Working out harder and more 
often will help burn those extra cal-
ories you might take in if you have a 
bad day. I know that when I indulge 
one day, I work out extra hard the 
next day. 

Shevuous is around the cor-
ner. We know that cheesecakes 
and many calorie-laden recipes are 
on our menus. Your meals can be 
healthier with a few adjustments to 
your ingredients. Please enjoy them! 
Today, there are low calorie versions 
of milk, cheeses, sour cream etc. 

Try my lower fat version of 
Cheese Blintze Souffle, when you 
crave a yummy dairy selection. I’ve 
tried using a combination of xylitol 
and sugar and used butter flavored 
spray to lower the calorie content. 
I also substituted the full sugar 
amount when serving guests who 
are watching their sugar in their diet.  
No one noticed the difference in the 
taste! Be prepared for your neigh-
bors to knock on your door asking 
you what is that wonderful aroma 
coming from your home?

Have a wonderful Yom Tov!

Cheese Blintze Souffle

12 defrosted blintzes
4 eggs  
1 1/2 cups low-fat sour cream
1 tsp vanilla  
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 cup sugar
3/4 stick butter (or Pam spray)
cinnamon

Place blintzes in Tupperware 
Ultra-Pro baking dish with melted 
butter. Separate eggs, mixing yolks with rest of the ingredients except the cin-
namon. Beat whites stiff, and fold into other mixture. Pour on top of blintzes 
and sprinkle cinnamon on top: Bake at 350 degrees for 40 minutes, check 
oven.  Heavenly!

Over 550 recipes and tips are featured in Rochelle’s humorous and entertaining cookbook, NOT JUST A 
COOKBOOK. It also features many “multi-ethnic” recipes adapted for the kosher cook. Rochelle’s book ex-
amines food around the year by month. Her new DVD recipe organizer includes the book. What a GREAT gift! 
Check out www.facebook.com/greatrecipeorganizer for information or call 718-258-0415 for a Tupperware 
Full catalog. Rochelle is available for cooking demo events for fundraisers, hotels, stores, as well as private 
Tupperware demonstrations. Call to find out about the current sales! 
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3000 AVENUE K 718.338.3301
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SALE

Perfect nursing wear  
to keep you comfortable 
through t-shirt season

CLARY’S DESIGNER  
WIG COLLECTION  

features natural and luxurious 
wigs in a wide range of colors, 

lengths and styles.  

long  |  short  |  straight  |  wavy  |  curly

Styling, cutting, and alterations not included.
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 Clary’s 
Pre-Summer
    Sale

CLARY’S SALON  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

1373-55th Street  Brooklyn, NY
claryswigs.com • info@claryswigs.com

718-854-6552 

Clary’s gift to you—

$200 OFF 
ALL OUT OF THE BOX WIGS!

exc lus ions  app ly

June 1st – July 4th
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RABBI MOSHE DOVID LEBOVITS
Reviewed by: Rabbi Ben-zion Schiffenbauer

Halachically Speaking
Remaining Awake on Shavuos Night

� ere is a widespread custom to 
remain awake on Shavuos night to 
learn Torah. This custom spawns 
many halachic queries. Why should 
we stay up learning on Shavuos night? 
What should be learned? Should one 
learn the tikun leil Shavuos? How do 
we deal with washing hands, birchas 
hashachar, birchas hatorah, and oth-
er halachos which can come up on 
this wonderful night? 

Remaining Awake and Reasons 
It is the custom of most of klal 

yisroel to remain awake the entire 
night of Shavuos and learn Torah. 
One reason is that klal yisroel were 
sleeping the night before the accep-
tance of the Torah, and Hashem had 
to awake them in order to accept the 
Torah. � erefore, we have to rectify 
that by remaining awake. Some say 
that one who stays awake on Shavu-
os night and learns Torah the entire 
time is guaranteed that he will live 
out his year and su� er no harm. Oth-
ers guarantee a blessing for children 
who are scholarly and other bene� ts. 
Some say that one should be care-
ful and not sleep even a bit at night. 
Many say that it is very bene� cial to 
nap on Erev Shavuos in order to re-
main awake on Shavuos night. In or-
der to learn the most time possible, 
one should go to the bais medrash 
immediately a� er the seuda.

Staying Awake Part of the Night
Although many have the custom 

to remain awake the night of Shavu-
os, many do not have the strength 
to do so. � e same is true for peo-
ple who feel that if they are awake all 
night, they will not daven properly.  
� e opinion of the poskim is that 
there is a point in staying up and 

learning any amount of time that 
one can on the night of Shavuos. If it 
is possible one should try to remain 
awake at least most of the night,  or 
at least until chatzos. � ose who can-
not daven properly without a proper 
amount of sleep do not have to re-
main awake on Shavuos night. Some 
say that even if one will be able to 
learn more hours by day, he should 
still remain awake on Shavuos night.

Children
� ere is no need for a child to 

remain awake the entire Shavu-
os night, but if he wishes to do so 
he may. Children who disturb the 
adults from learning should not be 
brought to shul.

Actions
Since remaining awake the entire 

night is of extreme importance, one 
should be careful not to sit idly around 
and engage in mindless chitchat or 
frivolity.  One who does so would be 
better o�  to go to sleep. � e learning 
should be done with great joy.

Second Night – Chutz L’aretz 
Some poskim bring the custom 

to remain awake learning Torah the 
second night of Shavuos as well as 
the � rst. Some explain that there is 
an opinion that holds the Torah was 
given on the seventh day of Sivan. 
� e custom of most people is to only 
remain awake the � rst night, but one 
should still learn a bit on the second 
night.

Tikun Leil Shavuos or Other Topics 
� e custom of many people is to 

recite tikun leil Shavuos on the night 
of Shavuos.  � ere are many reasons 
given for this.

Some say the tikun should be said 
with a minyan; however, others say 

the custom is that each one says it 
himself. Some say the tikun was made 
for people who do not know how to 
learn. Many people do not learn the 
tikun leil Shavuos but learn whatever 
their heart desires. � ose who have 
the custom to say the tikun should do 
so before learning other things. One 
should keep his custom regarding 
saying the tikun. Some say that one 
should make Torah Sheba’al Peh his 
main focus on the night of Shavuos.

Halachos Applicable � rough-
out the Night

Drinking Co� ee –Many people 
drink co� ee or tea in order to re-
main awake during the night. When 
making a beracha on the � rst cup he 
should have in mind that this bera-
cha will exempt any other beverage 
that he will drink throughout the 
night (in the same bais medrash), 
and at the end of the night one 
should drink a shiur that would re-
quire a beracha achrona (approx 3.5 
ounces). Others say that one should 
recite a boreh nefashos a� er each cup 
(if one drank enough co� ee in the 
allotted time) and recite another be-
racha on any additional co� ee or tea. 
� e custom of most people is like the 
� rst opinion. 

Eating and Drinking Until When?
The Gemorah prohibits eating 

and drinking before davening based 
on a posuk which states, “You shall 
not eat over the blood.” One of the 
interpretations given for this is that 
one should not eat before davening 
for his blood. � e Gemorah further 
states that eating and drinking be-
fore reciting krias shema is an act of 
haughtiness. Tending to one’s own 
physical well being before ful� lling 
his obligation to declare malchus 
shomayim is tantamount to declar-
ing that Hashem’s sovereignty over 
the world is secondary.

The prohibition of eating and 
drinking starts from a half-hour be-
fore alos hashachar. If one began to 
eat before this time, he may continue 
until alos hashachar. Some are of the 
opinion that one should not eat if he 
awoke a� er chatzos, unless it is nec-
essary for te� lla. Drinking is permit-
ted according to this view until alos 
hashachar. 

� e minhag does not seem to be 
in accordance with this opinion, and 
one may eat a� er chatzos.

Going to Sleep Before and A� er 
Alos Hashachar

Krias shema al hamitah and 
hamapil are only recited when one 
sleeps at night. One who wishes to 
fall asleep before alos hashachar
should recite krias shema al ham-
itah beforehand, and the beracha
of hamapil. � ere is a sofek in the 
poskim whether to recite krias shema 
al hamitah if one goes to sleep before 
alos hashachar and will fall asleep af-
ter alos hashachar. 

Washing Hands in the Morning 
There are two opinions in the 

Rishonim as to why we wash our 
hands in the morning upon awaken-
ing. � e opinion of the Rosh is that 
our hands move while we sleep and 
come in contact with covered parts 
of the body.  � e Rashba holds that 
when we awake in the morning we 
are considered like new creatures, 
and we have to thank Hashem for 
this. One method of thanks is wash-
ing our hands, much as the Kohanim
did in the Bais Hamikdosh before 
their avodah. An additional reason 
for washing is that the ruach ra’ah
which rests on the hands during the 
night is not removed until one wash-
es his hands in the morning. 

� e question arises whether one 
must wash his hands if he was awake 
all night.According to the � rst opin-
ion, there is no need to wash, since one 
knows that he did not make any con-
tact with an unclean part of his body. 
According to the Rashba, since he did 
not go to sleep he is not considered a 
new person. Furthermore, there is an 
uncertainty if the ruach ra’ah comes 
upon the hands if one does not sleep. 

Based on the above, the poskim
o� er a number of options: Some say 
one should wash his hands three 
times  (every other hand) but should 
not recite the bracha.Others say that 
one can recite a beracha in any event, 
since the chachamim established 
that one has to wash his hands in the 
morning; therefore, there is no dif-
ference whether he slept or not. � e 
Mishnah Berurah and others advise 
that one should use to the bathroom 
and then wash his hands. It is permit-
ted to recite a beracha on this wash-
ing. Some say to hear the beracha of 
“al netiylas yadayim” from someone 
who slept. Some suggest touching 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 134

92FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comJUNE 9, 2016



SHAVUOS                SECTIONSHAVUOS                SECTION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 142

93FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comJUNE 9, 2016

Thoughts Related To Kabbalas HaTorah 
Based Upon The Shmuessen Of Maran Rav Shmuel Berenbaum zt”l
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

In the beginning of Parshas Be-
chukosai, the Torah tells us about 
the berachos that will happen if Klal 
Yisroel on certain conditions. If Klal 
Yisroel will be Ameil BeTorah hav-
ing in mind to ful� ll the Torah, then 
they will merit the Berachos (bless-
ings) of the Torah (cf. Rashi on the 
� rst Pasuk in the Sedrah). 

What are the blessings which 
will happen? Some of them include, 
“Vehisig Lachem Dayish Es Batzir 
U’Batzir Yasig Es Zaru” (and the 
threshing will overtake the vintage 
and the vintage will overtake the 
planting) (Vayikra 26,3). Rashi ex-
plains that this Pasuk is saying that 
there will be so much threshing that 
you will be involved in it until the 
Batzir (the vintage, a form of in-
gathering), and you will be involved 
in vintage until the time of planting. 
At this point, Klal Yisroel will eat 
their bread to satiation. Rashi said 
that this means that they will eat 
a little bit and it will be blessed in 
their stomachs. 

What exactly is the blessing of 
being involved in more threshing 
than normal? It seems obvious that 
in a normal year, people will not be 
involved in as much threshing and 
will still be able to have enough to 
eat. If so, why is it such a blessing 
to be involved in more agricultural 
work than necessary? Wouldn’t it be 
better to have enough food to eat, 
and use any extra time that the ex-
tra threshing would have required, 
to learn Torah and do Mitzvos? � is 
question is even more potent, given 
the fact that Hashem also promises 
that we will eat a little bit and be sat-
is� ed. Why then should we have so 
much extra food? 

We can ask an even stronger 
question on the Ohr HaChaim 
HaKadosh, who said that the bera-
cha of “Vaachaltem Lachmechem 
Lasova” is a beracha that even if the 
Yidden will be satis� ed, they will be 
able to eat even Achilah Gasah (eat-
ing when one has no room le� ) and 
it will not damage them. {� is is in 
contrast to the regular situation, in 
which the Rambam said that Achi-
lah Gasah is very damaging to the 
body.} � is requires an explanation; 
if Hashem has already told them that 
they will be satis� ed with only a little 
bit, then why do they need to eat an 
Achilah Gasah? 

We can begin to answer these 
questions based upon a Mishnah in 
Pesachim (99B) that said that on Erev 
Pesach close to Mincha, one should 
not eat until it is dark. Rashi explains 
that one should not eat during this 
time, so that he will have an appe-
tite to eat the Matzas Mitzvah on the 
Leil HaSeder. � e Rosh Yeshiva asks 
that why is this the proper prepara-
tion for eating Matzah? Every Torah 
Jew desires to eat the Matzas Mitz-
vah, which is a mitzvah that applies 
only once a year (or twice in Chutz 
Laaretz), so not eating Erev Pesach 
would seem unnecessary in order to 
create an appetite. Wouldn’t it be a 
better idea to prepare for eating the 
Matzas Mitzvah by spiritual prepa-
rations, like going to the Mikvah or 
thinking about special Kavanos (in-
tentions)? 

We can answer that only through 
a physical preparation will one suc-
ceed to ful� ll the mitzvah complete-
ly. {Of course this should be com-
bined with a spiritual preparation, 
but the physical body must also 
be involved.} We can explain this 
through what Rav Nachum Velvel
Ziv zt”l (the Mashgiach of Kelm) 
wrote to Rav Yeruchem Levovitz zt”l 
(the Mirrer Mashgiach): � e main 
purpose of a man in Olam Hazeh is 
to work on his body and Gashmiyus
(physicality) to elevate it to a level 
of Nefesh (spirituality). Because of 
this, Hashem planted in us a body, 
so as to enable us to ful� ll mitzvos
with our bodies. In truth, it is im-
possible to ful� ll any mitzvah only 
with our soul, without our bodies. 
For instance, one ful� lls the mitzvah
of Talmud Torah speci� cally with 
learning with our voices (using the 
physical act of speech). Even think-
ing in learning is ful� lled with using 
our brains, which are physical. 

In truth, this is the Avodah of all 
mitzvos. It is no “kuntz” (trick) for 
the soul to desire to ful� ll mitzvos, 
as it has such a desire automatically. 
Instead, it is a big thing for a person 
to elevate his body, which naturally 
does not desire to ful� ll mitzvos, to 
the level that it also wants to ful� ll 
mitzvos, and actually ful� lls them. 
� rough doing this, certain tzadi-
kim (such as Eliyahu HaNavi and 
Rav Yehoshua Ben Laivi) were actu-
ally zoche that their bodies went up 
to Shamayim, as they had elevated 
themselves to a very high spiritual 

level. A person cannot ful� ll mitz-
vos without a body. Te� llin cannot 
be put on without having a hand. 
Similarly, with regards to matzah, 
one cannot ful� ll the physical act of 
eating without a desire to eat physi-
cally. � e mitzvah of eating matzah 
helps to elevate the physical desire 
to eat, to a spiritual desire to ful� ll 
a mitzvah. 

Now we can understand why the 
Mishnah tells us that one must en-
sure having a physical desire to eat 
the matzah. It is obvious that one 
must work on his spiritual self be-
fore eating matzah. The Mishnah 
must tell us that one must even have 
a physical desire, as by ourselves we 
may not have thought of this. 

Using the above Yesod (funda-
mental thought) we can understand 
why Hashem created a great desire to 
have so much money, to the extent 
that one never seems to be satis� ed 
with however much money that he 
has. If a wealthy person has a number 
of buildings and you ask him why he 
has to buy another one, he will look 
at you like you are crazy. Don’t you 
know that the more you invest the 
more you will make money? In truth, 
even if the “Osher” (wealthy person) 
doesn’t even know what he will do 
with the money, he still will contin-
ue to work hard to make more and 
more money. � e Rambam writes on 
this topic that “Lulai HaMishtagim 
Hayah Haolam Charaiv” (without 
crazy people the world would be de-
stroyed). � us, it is really a Shigaon, 
a form of craziness, that causes peo-
ple to be so intent on getting more 
and more money. 

Why did Hashem instill such a 
form of craziness in a person? It must 
be to use this “Techunas HaNefesh” 
(characteristic of the soul) for spir-
itual pursuits. We can explain this 
based upon the famous statement of 
the Mesilas Yesharim (in his Intro-
duction) that a person is created to 
have pleasure from Hashem and the 
Shechinah. {� e Ramchal continues 
to say that this will happen when a 
person dies and goes to Olam Haba. 
� e reward a person will receive in 
Olam Haba is commensurate to the 
e� orts he expended in Olam Hazeh 
to ful� ll mitzvos and overcome the 
various nisyonos that he has in life. } 

� e Rosh Yeshiva said that we can 
learn from the tremendous e� orts 
one must expend to have money and 

food in Olam Hazeh. If one must put 
so much e� ort into this, then cer-
tainly one must put much e� ort into 
the spiritual pursuits that will enable 
him to enjoy the Ziv HaSchechinah
eternally. 

If one would always feel happy 
with the amount of gashmiyus (phys-
ical things) he had in Olam Hazeh, 
then he would likewise act with 
such a sense of happiness (and sat-
isfaction) to the goal of acquiring his 
Olam Haba. � e great desire he has 
in this world to always acquire more 
and more gashmiyus, is a means in 
which Hashem enables us to likewise 
expend tremendous e� orts into ac-
quiring more and more Olam Haba
and spiritual acquisitions. 

Now we can understand the 
reason that we must have such a 
“bumper crop” which doesn’t seem 
to be necessary as our beracha. 
Through being involved in gash-
miyus and Olam Hazeh so much 
(threshing even more than neces-
sary, getting more and more in-
volved in Olam Hazeh and even eat-
ing an Achilah Gasah) one can come 
to use this physical trait for spiritual 
pursuits. One who has this beracha, 
will be able to elevate this physical 
trait for spiritual pursuits, and will 
be involved in preparing for Olam
Haba more and more, never feeling 
satis� ed.

� e Rosh Yeshiva zt”l represented 
this great desire for spiritual pursuits, 
particularly for accomplishments to 
Limud HaTorah and Hasmadas Ha-
Torah. Rav Meir Mintz zt”l (an Alter 
Mirrer) once said on Rav Shmuel 
that he represented the Pasuk, “Ani-
yah Soarah Lo Nuchamah”. Just as 
one cannot be menacheim (give so-
lace) to a poor person that has no 
money and is also has Searas Ruach
(very emotional) so too the Rosh Ye-
shiva zt”l could never be given solace 
that he had learned enough Torah. 
He was never satis� ed, and was al-
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In Parashat BaMidbar, the Torah 
gives the names of Aharon’s children 
but introduces them as if they were 
Moshe’s children, as well: “� ese are 
the o� spring of Aharon and Moshe, 
on the day that Hashem spoke to 
Moshe on Mount Sinai: � ese are the 
names of Aharon’s sons: the eldest is 
Nadab…” (3:1-2). Since the Torah lists 
only the sons of Aharon, why does 
it describe them as “the o� spring of 
Aharon and Moshe”? � e Rabbis de-
rive from this that one’s students are 
considered his children. Since Moshe 
taught Torah to Aharon’s sons, they 
are considered his children, as well.

� is comment teaches a critical 
lesson regarding the Torah’s out-
look on education. When it comes 
to teaching Torah, a teacher cannot 
look at his job as requiring mere-
ly that he convey the information. 
His job is to treat every student in 
his classroom as his own child. He 
bears the responsibility to care for 
and nurture each student just as 
he cares for and nurtures his own 

children. No parent would want 
his child’s teacher to simply convey 
information without showing any 
concern for the student’s growth 
and progress. Nor would a parent 
be accepting of a teacher who di-
rects his lesson to only the top three 
or four students in the classroom, 
without investing time and e� ort to 
help the others succeed, as well. A 
teacher must approach his job with 
the same standard that he would 
want for his own children.

� is lesson is relevant as well to 
the unfortunate situation where a 
school finds it necessary to expel a 
student. Such a decision must never 
be reached

 nonchalantly, without very care-
ful consideration and after thor-
oughly exploring other options and 
consulting with leading Rabbis. 
Parents would never decide to al-
low their child to live somewhere 
else unless they have determined 
without a doubt that they have no 
alternative; and once they do reach 

this drastic decision, they will nev-
er sleep soundly again therea� er. 
School officials must react the same 
way when facing the difficult deci-
sion of whether to expel a student.

This fundamental principle of 
Torah education, requiring a teach-
er to treat his students as his own 
children, is a responsibility that the 
community must bear, as well. If a 
school sends a teacher into a class-
room of 30-40 children, it is un-
reasonable to demand that he treat 
them all as his own children, that 
he a� ord each and every student 
the time and attention he needs in 
order to grow. By the same token, 
if a teacher is not adequately com-
pensated for his services, and he is 
thus compelled to hold other jobs to 
eke out a living wage, parents can-
not expect him to invest time and 
energy into the personal progress of 
each child. If we want our children’s 
teachers to implement this ideal of 
Jewish education, that students be 
treated as one’s own children, then 
we bear the responsibility to enable 
them to do so. Schools must be ad-
equately funded so that they can 
a� ord smaller classes and pay their 
teachers respectably, and on time, 
allowing them the time and peace of 
mind  needed to perform their holy 
task of Torah education.

Q: Regarding the laws of muk-
seh – may items such as pens, pots, 
and new empty wallets be moved on 
Shabbat?

A: One of the categories of 
mukseh – objects forbidden to be 
moved on Shabbat – is that of Keli 
She’melachto Le’isur, or utensils 
whose primary function is forbid-
den on Shabbat. A pen, for example, 
is used primarily for writing, which 
is included among the thirty-nine 
prohibited areas of activity on Shab-
bat. Although pens can also be used 
for scratching one’s back or prying 
open a lock, since they are used pri-

marily for writing they are classified 
as a Keli She’melachto Le’issur and 
may be moved on Shabbat only un-
der certain conditions. Likewise, 
a telephone, whose primary use is 
forbidden on Shabbat, falls into this 
category and is thus deemed muk-
seh. By the same token, a pot is used 
primarily for cooking, one of the 
activities forbidden on Shabbat, and 
may therefore not be moved. If a pot 
contains food, then it may be moved 
because of the permissible status of 
the food (Menuhat Ahava, Helek 1, 
pages 260-261).

All these objects are mukseh 
even before they have been used, 
since they are designated primarily 
for activities that are forbidden on 
Shabbat.

What would be the status of an 
empty wallet? A wallet containing 
money would obviously be consid-
ered mukseh; but would an empty 
wallet have the status of mukseh?

The authorities distinguish in 
this regard between a wallet that 
had already held money, and a 
brand-new wallet. Some people use 
wallets for permissible items, such as 
papers, pictures and the like. � ere-
fore, a new wallet does not yet have 
the status of mukseh, and it may be 
moved on Shabbat until a person 
begins using it to hold money. Once 
he stores money in the wallet, he 
determines its primary function as 
holding money, and the wallet thus 
becomes mukseh and retains that 
status even if it happens to be emp-
ty. But if a person had never used the 
wallet, it is not mukseh and may be 
moved on Shabbat (ibid.).

� is would apply as well to oth-
er objects that do not have a single, 
primary function. For example, 
some holders can be used for either 
drinking or as candleholders. Such 
a holder may be moved on Shabbat 
until a person begins using it for 
candles. Once it is used for a candle, 
it remains forbidden even when it 
does not contain a candle.
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Maran Harav Ovadia
No Spot in Yerushalayim

Some of the more militant Iraqi Jews were 
not deterred by any sort of logical explanations, 
however. Many years after he published Hazon 
Ovadia, Harav Ovadia published a set of sefar-
im called Halichot Olam, which contains Harav 
Ovadia’s piskei halacha, based on the rulings of 
the Beit Yosef, with the text of the Ben Ish Hai 
underneath it.

In the introduction, he writes that after the 
release of Hazon Ovadia on Hilchot Pesah, he re-
ceived thinly veiled threats that if he would pub-
lish more piskei halacha against the Ben Ish Hai, 
powerbrokers would see to it that he wouldn’t 
advance to more distinguished positions in the 
Rabbanut.

Indeed, he wound up suffering because of his 
insistence on ruling according to the principles 
of halacha rather than following the Ben Ish Hai 
blindly.

A few years after the release of Hazon Ova-
dia, when Harav Ovadia was once again seek-

ing a position on the Rabbanut, his students in 
Yerushalayim did not want him to have to travel 
out of the city each day. They approached a lead-
ing figure in the Rabbanut to request a position 
for Harav Ovadia in a local beit din, unaware that 
this rabbi was involved in the battle against Ha-
zon Ovadia.

“How many people attend his shiurim in 
Yerushalayim?” the person asked, upon hearing 
their request.

“Five hundred,” they answered.
“So then let them each give two shillings,” he 

replied derisively, “and he’ll have a full salary.”
He refused to find Harav Ovadia a position in 

Yerushalayim because of the perceived slight of 
the Ben Ish Hai, and this refusal eventually led to 
Harav Ovadia’s move to Petah Tikva.
Rav Rosenthal to the Rescue

His opponents weren’t satisfied with stopping 
him from advancing in the Rabbanut.

In his hesped on Rav Yitzchak Rosenthal, who 
ran Midrash Bnei Zion, Harav Ovadia relates 
that at one point, Rav Rosenthal found out that 
a certain Iraqi rav owned a rare manuscript on 
Seder Zera’im. He went to ask the rav for per-
mission to reprint it, and the rav agreed to give 
it to him on one condition: that he expel Harav 
Ovadia from his kollel.

Rav Rosenthal held his colleague in esteem, 
however. “Not only didn’t he expel me,” Harav 
Ovadia writes, “but he encouraged me to contin-
ue my work, and even helped sponsor the print-
ing of Hazon Ovadia on Hilchot Pesah and the 
first volume of Yabia Omer.”
Restoring the Crown

If we have seen that the Harav Ovadia who 
returned to Eretz Yisrael after three years in 
Egypt wasn’t the same person who left it, the 
same could be said in the reverse even more 
emphatically: the Eretz Yisrael Harav Ovadia 
returned to was decidedly different from the 
one he left.

When he departed for Egypt, the British were 
just deciding to relinquish control of the land af-
ter being battered into submission by the Irgun 
and other Jewish militias, but they still main-
tained full authority. The Eretz Yisrael Harav 
Ovadia returned to was the independent State 
of Israel, a country run by Jews — but Jews who 
were, by and large, attempting to squelch or 
obliterate traditional Jewish commitment to To-
rah and mitzvot. From the laws they established 
to the manner in which they treated immigrants, 
the leaders of the new State were on a mission: to 
create a new Jew who would be more devoted to 
his homeland than to the covenant that had sus-
tained his ancestors through 2,000 years of exile. 
It was up to the Torah leaders of the generation 
to rally the few Jews who weren’t swept up in the 
euphoric nationalistic sentiment to rebuild a To-
rah world decimated by the Holocaust and the 

hasty escape from Arab and Muslim countries, 
some of which had hosted Torah communities 
for two millennia.

But even the segment of society that was com-
mitted to Torah was facing an unprecedented 
challenge: Never before was there an ingather-
ing of Jews from so many diverse backgrounds 
converging upon one small strip of land, toting 
two millennia worth of customs that reflected 
the various locales, climates, and government 
laws the Jews were subject to in their various 
exiles.

Could religious Jewry in Eretz Yisrael thrive 
if there were dozens of contradictory customs? 
If the Jews from France observed Judaism so dif-
ferently from those who hailed from Iraq, if the 
American olim had to share a culture with Mo-
roccans freshly arrived from Fez?

The chief rabbis, Rav Herzog and Rav Uziel, 
felt that it would be impossible to establish batei 
din that could rule for all the citizens of Israel 
unless there were guidelines that governed Jews 
from across the spectrum: Sephardi or Ashke-
nazi, new immigrants alongside natives whose 
families had been in Eretz Yisrael for centuries. 
They held a conference of a broad committee of 
the Rabbanut in Yerushalayim on 18-21 Shevat, 
5710/1950, during which they discussed — and 
set concrete rules on — marriage-related issues. 
They then issued a statement called Takanot 
Yerushalayim delineating those rules and re-
quiring all batei din in Eretz Yisrael to follow 
them.

Rav Ovadia would quickly find himself at 
the fulcrum of this effort. Although he agreed 
with the general concept of unifying Jewry, he 
disagreed with a significant element in their ap-
proach — and that would soon result in his leav-
ing his signature on how Sephardim would be 
governed by the batei din in Eretz Yisrael.

RABBI YEHUDA HEIMOWITZ, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

FROM THE COLLECTION OF MOSHE YARMISH,  
PHOTOGRAPHER & COMPILER OF GEDOLIM PHOTOS. 
To purchase photos: mdyarmish@gmail.com

 Rav Pam arriving at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas in the late 1980's. 
Yitzy Fuchs and Avi Schonbrun are in the background.

PHOTOS of the PAST
ם ל ו ע ת  ו מ י ר  ו כ ז
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SILVERA, R’ Shemuel
 ( — 1890)
Worthy scholar and philanthro-

pist of Aram Soba. He was the father 
of Señor Aharon and was especially 
known for his good works. He man-
aged the Orphanage Home of Aram 
Soba and devoted himself to meet-
ing the needs of the young orphans. 
He also did much to help young 
scholars continue their studies.

R’ Shalom Hedaya speaks of him 
with high praise in his book Shalom 
Le’Am, thanking him for his person-
al support. He passed away on 26 Te-
vet, 5650 (1890).

SILVERA, R’ Yehezkel
( — 1890)
Worthy scion of a noble Aram 

Soba family. Distinguished by his 
good works and piety. A good and 
gentle man, he passed away at a rel-
atively young age on 4 Elul, 5650 
(1890). His name appeared in the 
list of Aram Soba scholars receiving 
a weekly stipend from the special 

fund that had been set up for the 
support of worthy individuals who 
dedicate their lives to Torah study.

SILVERA, R’ Yitzhak Obadiah
Worthy scholar and philanthro-

pist of Aram Soba and Egypt. He 
was born in Aram Soba and moved 
to Egypt. His name is mentioned fa-
vorably in the introduction to Torat 
Hacham (Jerusalem 5671/1911) by R’ 
Yosef. � e author writes how grate-
ful he is to R’ Silvera for making it 
possible for him to devote his time 
to learning Torah.

SOFER, R’ Yaakob Haim
[Kaf HaHaim]
 (1870 — 1939)
Known as the Kaf HaHaim; rab-

binic authority and Kabbalist of 
Baghdad and Jerusalem.

Although not of Syrian descent, 
he is included in this work because 
of his strong connection to the rab-
bis of Syria residing in Jerusalem 
and his relationship as a notable pu-

pil and close aide of R’ Haim Shaul 
Dweck.

He was born in Baghdad in about 
1870 to R’ Yitzhak Baruch Sofer. 
At the age of 34, with the blessing 
of the Ben Ish Hai (Chief Rabbi of 
Baghdad), the Kaf HaHaim moved 
to Jerusalem. In 1909, a small ye-
shiva called Shoshanim LeDavid 
opened in the Bukharan quarter. 
It was in this Bet Midrash that the 
Kaf HaHaim studied and wrote his 
books. His major work, Kaf Ha-
Haim, is a commentary on Shulhan 
Aruch (Orah Haim and part of Yorah 
Deah). It intertwines basic halachic 
(legal) explanations with a variety of 
mystical guidance. � e � nal volume 
of his work was published with the 
help of the Brooklyn Syrian com-
munity, as described in the intro-
duction.

� e Kaf HaHaim also wrote an 
important book called Kol Yaakob, 
on the laws of te� llin, mezuzot, and 
Sifrei Torah. Rav Chaim Kanievsky, 
the son of the Steipler, and a “Baki” 
(Torah expert) of our generation, 
said, “When you learn the laws of 
Sifrei Torah, you can’t budge with-
out using the Kaf HaHaim’s book, 
Kol Yaakob.”

He had tremendous knowledge 
of Kabbalah. � e source of his mys-
tic knowledge was the time he spent 
learning in Rehovot HaNahar, where 
Hacham Haim Shaul was the Rosh 
Yeshiva. � e Kaf HaHaim became a 
student of this great Kabbalist, and 
even helped put out one of his books. 
Hacham Haim Shaul writes a thank 
you to the Kaf HaHaim in one of his 
books:

 “He is standing on my right hand, 
Hashem should give him the zechut 
(merit) to toil in Torah always, and 
the Torah should always be with 
his children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.” Today, this 
blessing is an actualization; there 
are grandchildren and great-grand-
children of the Kaf HaHaim who are 
Roshei Yeshivot, including R’ Eliya-
hu Sion Sofer and R’ Yaakob Haim 
Sofer.

� e Kaf HaHaim passed away in 
1939. A� er the Kaf HaHaim passed 
away, his family found a notebook 
of dreams that he had carefully re-
corded. Many hiddushim (original 
Torah ideas) came to him during 
this time. Just as the Bet Yosef had an 
angel guiding him while writing his 
momentous work, the Kaf HaHaim 
also merited Divine inspiration. 
One could not produce such works 
without it. Each message he received 
in a dream was inscribed with the 
date. On the 14th of Nissan, he was 
told: “Be careful, don’t eat the meat; 
something got mixed in with it and 
it’s not kosher,” and another time, 
“Don’t buy the bread in the street; it 
has worms in it.”

A� er he had published his � rst 
volume, his father appeared to him 
in a dream. � e Kaf HaHaim asked 
him how they liked his book in the 
Heavens. His father ensured him 
that he would � nish all of the Orah 
Haim. In another dream, he was 
told, “Kaf HaHaim; In the Heavens 
they are  learning your book ... the 
Ben Ish Hai wrote the haskamah 
(approbation) in the Heavenly ver-
sion.”

To be continued ….

AN EXCLUSIVE WEEKLY EXCERPT FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Aleppo - City of Scholars
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On Yom Kippur, we beseech G-d to inscribe 
us in “the book of life, blessing, peace and a good 
livelihood.” We acknowledge that all these things 
are in His control. Whether or not we earn a de-
cent livelihood in the coming year depends solely 
on Him, and in the light of our recognition of His 
absolute power, we ask Him to provide a decent 
livelihood for our families and ourselves. What 
kind of hypocrisy is it then to go out and cheat and 
swindle, to gain a few extra pennies by violating 
the laws of the G-d in Whom you have supposed-
ly placed your trust? So what does this mean? Do 
you think you can earn G-d’s mercy and blessing 
with insincere lip service?

So this is where we must concentrate our efforts 
all year and especially on Yom Kippur. If we want 
to take upon ourselves just a single area of improve-
ment, this should be the one, to “desist from the 
oshek in our hands.” The Torah demands of us hon-
esty and integrity. Before we can approach G-d with 
any hope of acceptance, we have to give back all our 
ill-gotten gains. We have to pay up what we haven’t 
paid or at least negotiate realistic terms that we in-
tend to honor, even if our creditors have completely 
forgotten about the money owed to them. And we 
also have to ask their forgiveness for the wrongs we 
have done to them. Only then can we have a prop-
er teshuvah. Only then can we approach G-d with 
clean hands.

Sefer Mitzvos haGadol (the Smag) also address-
es the importance of honesty but from an entirely 
different perspective (Mitzvas Asei 74): “I have 
already spoken about this,” he writes, “to the ex-
iles of Jerusalem in Spain and other places of ex-
ile. Now that the exile is stretching far too long, 
the Jewish people should turn away from useless 
worldly pursuits and embrace the Holy Blessed 
One’s seal, which is truth. They should not lie to 
other Jews or to gentiles or deceive them in any 
way at all. They should sanctify themselves by re-
fraining even from some things that are permitted 
to them. For it is written (Zephaniah 3:13), ‘The 
remnant of Israel will do no evil, nor will they 
speak falsehood, nor will deceitful tongues be 
found in their mouths.’”

Before we come to the startling conclusion of 
his statement, let us just take a few minutes to take 
note of the Smag’s profound advice for those that 
want to achieve the attribute of truth, for those 
that seek to develop within themselves absolute 
honesty and integrity. Listen to the connection he 
makes. “Turn away from useless worldly pursuits 
and embrace the Holy Blessed One’s seal, which 
is truth.”

What does enjoying the pleasures of the world 
have to do with attaining truth? Why should we 
turn away from worldly pursuits if we want to be 
truthful? It is to avoid putting pressure on our-
selves, to avoid putting our honesty to the test. 
Being involved in worldly pursuits awakens the 
yetzer hara, the evil inclination. It makes a person 
want more and more things that he really doesn’t 

need. If he can’t afford those things he desires, he 
is tempted to turn to oshek and gezel to help him 
acquire them. Soon he finds himself spending so 
much money on luxuries that he is no longer able 
to afford the basic necessities of life. He cannot put 
food on the table or pay for the tuition of his chil-
dren. And this puts even greater pressure on him 
to cheat and swindle and seek all sorts of dishonest 
ways to close the gap in his overstretched budget.

How can this be? Doesn’t the Gemara tells 
us (Beitzah 16a) that a person’s income is deter-
mined on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur ex-
cept for tuition expenses; the more one spends on 
Torah education for the children, the more one 
receives? Isn’t there a separate account for tuition? 
Why then do we see that people often do not have 
the money to pay for the tuition of their children?

People often ask these questions, and I once 
heard a clever man reply, “G-d did indeed give you 
a special account for the tuition of your children, 
but you’ve spent it in the department stores!”

If we are accustomed to a life of luxury, there 
is no end to what we will spend and to the finan-
cial difficulties that are likely to arise. And when 
that happens, it is a short distance to oshek and 
gezel. We can only protect ourselves by staying far 
away from them, by “distancing ourselves from 
false words.” How do we keep our distance? By 
“turning away from useless worldly pursuits.” 
If we can’t afford something, it’s not for us. We 
really don’t need all those extra things we have 
convinced ourselves that we must have. We can 
manage perfectly well without them. And if we 
don’t want to do without, that is where falsehood 
begins. That is when there is a grave danger that 
we may become dishonest. If we want to “embrace 
the Holy Blessed One’s seal, which is truth,” we 
must “turn away from useless worldly pursuits.” 
This is the advice of the Smag.

So let us now return to pick up the thread of 
the Smag’s argument. Why is it so critical that the 
Jewish people become scrupulously honest in this 
seemingly interminable exile? Why is it important 
that we avoid even those leniencies that are per-
mitted to us? Because, writes the Smag, “the rem-
nant of Israel will do no evil, nor will they speak 
falsehood, nor will deceitful tongues be found in 
their mouths.” This is a reference to Messianic 
times when only a remnant of the Jewish people 
will survive. Who will be left over from the great 

devastation that will precede Messianic times? 
Who will be there to witness the triumphant ar-
rival of the Messiah? Who will share in that won-
derful experience? Only a small remnant of the 
Jewish people. And who are these people, the wor-
thy remnant of the Jewish people? They are the 
people that “do no evil nor speak falsehood nor 
are deceitful tongues found in their mouths.” If we 
want to be part of that remnant, then we too have 
to be scrupulously honest. Now that Messianic 
times are approaching, warns the Smag, we must 
prepare by improving our honesty dramatically.

But why is this so? Why will G-d single out 
only the honest and truthful people as the survi-
vors of the exile and the witnesses to the Messi-
ah’s arrival? What about all the Jews who made 
great sacrifices to keep Shabbos, to buy tefillin and 
wear them every day? What about the people who 
moved heaven and earth to find a beautiful esrog 
and lulav? What about the people that rose ear-
ly every morning in the freezing winter and blis-
tering summer and never missed praying with a 
minyan? Why are the people who are honest and 
truthful so much worthier than all the others who 
also expressed their devotion and loyalty to G-d 
and His Torah?

The answer is that G-d wants the arrival of the 
Messiah to be a kiddush Hashem, that it should 
be a sanctification of His holy Name. For this, we 
need honest and truthful people. The Smag ex-
plains, “In the future, when the Holy Blessed One 
will redeem [the Jewish people], the nations of the 
world will say, ‘He has acted justly, for they are 
truthful people, and the Torah of truth is in their 
mouths.’ But if the Jewish people deal underhand-
edly with the nations of the world, they will say, 
‘Look at what the Holy Blessed One has done! He 
has chosen for Himself thieves and swindlers!’”

When the final redemption arrives, the nations 
of the world will stand in awe and admiration of 
G-d’s spectacular revelation on behalf of the Jew-
ish people. So the nations of the world will take 
a close look at the Jewish people they know, the 
ones being brought forth from their long exile 
with such honor and glory. And the nations of the 
world will wonder, Who are these people? Why 
should G-d perform such miracles for them? Why 
do they enjoy such a special closeness with G-d? 
How have they earned it?

To be continued ….

With Hearts Full of Faith
RABBI MATTISYAHU SALOMON, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH
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Ask the Flatbush

Shadchan
Mrs. Chana Rose

To Freeze or Not to Freeze our New Arrival
DEAR MRS. ROSE, 

Our son and daughter are both coming home from Eretz 
Yisroel shortly.  Our son will be starting shidduchim, as he 

seems to be very ready and interested and wants to beat the “freezer 
zman”.  What advice can you give us to help make this process as en-
joyable, meaningful, and productive as possible. Our daughter, on the 
other hand, is not so ready.  Should we make her start or should we put 
her in the “freezer” for an inde� nite period of time?  We are anxiously 
awaiting your input as those planes are landing soon!!

Freeze or not to freeze that is the question?

DEAR FREEZE OR NOT TO FREEZE,
It’s that time of year again, our sons and daughters are re-

turning from their “Eretz Yisroel learning experience” and 
ready to embark on the next stage in life. I will iy’h address your son’s 
situation next week.   

Now to your daughter! � e key word in your question is “ready”.  
For the girl that is ‘ready’ to start the minute she lands, get that resume 
done, make your hishtadlus calls, tell everyone you see that you have 
a daughter that is ready for a Shidduch.  May the process be short and 
productive! However, for your daughter and all the others that are not 
so “ready”, an inde� nite ‘freezer’ period of time is de� nitely bene� cial.  
If a girl doesn’t want to start dating, why push? Why pressure? Is it 
about what we think everyone else is doing? Is it a race to get to the 
� nish � rst? Is it about “getting done” and being able to get on with our 
lives?  I’ve had many a mother tell me that she cannot go on vacation or 
do anything for herself until her child gets engaged.  She needs to feel 
“done”!  Given the multiple broken engagements, divorces, etc. I think 
the word “ready” should take on an even stronger meaning!

Many years ago I redt a Shidduch to a girl whose parents had decid-
ed that she was not going to be ready for at least one and a half years 
a� er seminary. Well, the boy was busy with one girl to the next. A� er a 
year and a half, the girl was ready and it became. � at was sixteen years 
ago!  It waited for the right moment. Hopefully the Ribbono Shel Olam 
decides when one is ready and prepares the moment and the scenario.

As a matter of fact, I’d like to put all the “new crop” in the freezer for 
a time, so as not to � ood the market with “unripened peyros” I think it 
would be bene� cial to everyone!  Bracha V’Hatzlocho.  May we all have 
the clarity and the guts to say yes and no!

I’ve been asked again to remind all those in Shidduchim to check 
Dor Yeshorim numbers before a date is set up. � is is what the system 
was created for. Doing so eliminates much heartbreak.

MAZEL TOV to the couple that got engaged last week via a SPEED 
DATING EVENT! May we have many more of these venues!!!

Chana Rose   

Q

A
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מזל טוב
BIRTHS:

Baby boy to Yosef and Penina Rabinowitz

ENGAGEMENTS 
Esty Kahan to Ezriel Gellis

Rivka Schubert to Tzvi Aryeh Blumenkrantz

Gitti Perkowski to Shaya Finke

Linda Moses to Reuben Elnadav

Yaffa Bluman to Noah Wittenberg

Leah Suri Weisz to Yirmi Weiss

Devorah Primak to Shlomo Moskowitz

Shayna Ross to Zevi Rangott

Tamar Ossip to Elie Buechler

Tamar Klein to Ezra Moskowitz

Nina Felder to Mickey Levinson

Sari Schachter to Eli Levin

Chaya Stock to Sruly Avzton 

Elana Blanchard to Yaakov Goldsmith

Gali Weissman to Yoni Oratz

Gitty Roth to Ushy Brody

Devora Chana Shapiro to Avrami Segal

Chavi Felder to Avrumy Deutsch

Carol Missery to Joe Safdie

Ariella Elias to Jonathan Brody

Hadassa Raice to Hami Alexander

Rivka Emert to Yehuda Aurbach

BAR MITZVAHS:
Shlomo Cherba Baruch Bodner

WEDDINGS:
Julia Dweck to Michael Palgon

Timema Diamond to Yehuda Joffe

Gittel Kaplan to Josh Rahamanan 

Nechama Moerman to Dovid Blatter

Melyssa Luxenberg to David Mandelbaum

SUBMIT YOUR SIMCHOS TO EDITOR@THEFJJ.COM
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FJJ Simcha Hall Directory
TO SUBMIT FREE LISTINGS FOR THIS DIRECTORY: EMAIL: INFO@THEFJJ.COM

FLATBUSH HALLS        Capacity Address Phone
Ahavas Torah 250 2961 Nostrand Avenue 718-339-9656

Adas Yeshurun Bais Moshe 120 3418 Avenue N 718-338-8303

Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 300 2913 Avenue L 917-554-5640

Agudas Yisroel Snif Zichron Shmuel   85 2141 Coney Island Ave 917-754-8013

Agudas Yisroel of Madison 200 2122 Avenue S 718-375-8083

Ahi Ezer Yeshiva 270 2433 Ocean Parkway 718-648-6100

Avenue N Jewish Center 170 321 Avenue N 718-339-7747

Arrmon Hall 120 2605 Nostrand Ave 718-338-9525

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan 150 1516 East 24th Street 718-252-6942

Beth Torah   600 1061 Ocean Parkway 718-252-9840

Bnei Binyomin 200 727Avenue O 347-372-2350

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 180 2402 Avenue P 917-434-2889/718-692-3309

Chaim Berlin Simcha Hall 350 911 East 13th Street 718-421-0615

Congregation Shaarei Rachamim 300 1244 East 7th Street 718-951-9444

Etz Chaim of Flatbush 160 1649 East 13th Street 718-339-4886

Gvul Yaabetz  1580 Coney Island Ave 718-375-4284

Har Halebanon 350 820 Avenue S 718-998-3538

Kamenitz Hall 300 1904 Avenue N  718-375-0900

Keser Yisroel Mordechai 120 2016 Avenue L 917-743-4444

Keter Torah 150 2220 Avenue L 718-506-6660

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 200 1093 East 21st Street 917-952-7755

Khal Tomchei Torah 120 1966 Ocean Avenue 917.776.6260

Kingsway Jewish Center 300 2902 Kings Highway 718-258-3344

Kings Terrace 500 815 Kings Highway 917-747-6311

Kol Torah 190 2022 Avenue M ktsimchos@gmail.com

Kol Yaakov 1000 1703 McDonald Ave. 718-336-2200

Masores Hall  200 1395 Ocean Ave 718-692-2424

Merkaz HaSimcha 250 1898 Bay Ave  (off M) 718-339-3363

Merkaz Community Center 120 1739 Ocean Avenue 646-261-0196

Midrash Moshe Ben Maimon 350 59 Gravesend Neck Rd (McDonald/V) 718-336-2023

Oz Yoshir Hall  East 18th St (L & M) 718-677-1665

Parkway Paradise 475 1200 Ocean Parkway (Ave L) 718-252-9500

Prospect Park Yeshiva Cong. 400 1601 Avenue R 718-376-4400

Sasson V’Simcha 450 1223 Coney Island Av 718-758-9700

Sephardic Lebanese Cong. 400 805 Avenue T 718-627-5300

Shaarei Zion 1000 2030 Ocean Parkway 718-336-0300

Sisu V’Simchu 175 4127 18th Ave. 718-758-9700

Stretiner Hall 200 4609 Bay Parkway 718-258-9685

Talmud Torah of Flatbush 200 1305 Coney Island Ave 718-377-2528

Tiferes Chaya-Knesses Bais Avigdor 220 1720 Avenue J 917-843-9938

Toras Chaim D’Flatbush 200 2201 Avenue L 917-952-7755

Torah U’Tefilah  3304 Bedford Avenue 

Veretzky Hall   220 1102 Avenue L 718-252-7777

Yeshiva Bais Yosef   150 1502 Avenue N 347-383-6869

Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim/Tiferes Hall   500 1271 East 35th St 718-258-9006

Young Israel of Flatbush 75 1012 Avenue I  718-377-4400

Young Israel of Avenue J   200 1721 Avenue J 718-253-8130

Young Israel of Ave. K/Classic Catering 260 2818 Avenue K 718-692-3100

Young Israel of Midwood   250 1694 Ocean Avenue 718-258-2887

Zichron Mordechai  2645 Nostrand Ave 718-692-3231

CITYWIDE HALLS 
Ateres Avrohom 1200 75 Ross Street 718-302-3700

Ateres Chaya   800 1415 54th Street 718-871-8220

Ateres Chynka   800 129 Elmwood Ave 718-252-8480

Ateres Golda   500 1362 50th Street 718-972-1360

Burshteiner Hall 200 5610 12th Avenue 718-972-0627

Concord Plaza 1000 760 Bedford Ave 718-858-4277

Eden Palace 1000 420 Flushing Ave 718-522-0600

El Caribe   700 5945 Strickland Ave 718-531-1200

Manhattan Beach Jewish Center    800 60 West End Ave 718-891-8100

Marina Del Rey   900 1 Marina Drive, Bronx 718-627-6500

Paradise Manor   250 5802 New Utrecht Ave 718-438-3388

Razag Ballroom   600 739 East New York Ave 718-773-3300

Renaissance Ballroom and Caterers   400 5902 14th Ave 718-853-3030

Rose Castle 1000 380 Flushing Ave 718-797-5500

The Grand Prospect Hall 1200 263 Prospect Ave 718-788-0777

The Palace Ballroom   900 780 McDonald Ave 646-296-0936

Terrace on the Park 1000 52-11 111th Street 718-592-5000

Tiferes Mordechai 500 600 McDonald Ave 917-319-7830

Torah Veyirah   600 5411 Ft. Hamilton 718-871-8220 www.judaicaplace.com
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Joseph’s optimism is perhaps 
most directly seen as having a crucial 
role in promoting the process of for-
giveness when we examine a midrash 
that describes an incident that took 
place after Yaakov’s death. Yosef 
and his brothers are traveling back 
to Egypt and one can only imagine 
their terror when he takes a detour 
to visit the pit into which they had 
cast him. Imagine, one of the most 
powerful men in the world, no lon-
ger constrained by concern over the 
reactions of his father, takes them 
to the very site of their sinful e� orts 
to rid themselves of him! � is part 
of their journey arouses their worst 
fears. � eir concern is clearly mir-
rored in the verse:

And when Joseph’s brothers saw 
that their father was dead, they said, 
“Joseph will perhaps hate us, and then 
will certainly pay us back for all the 
evil that we did to him.”

� e midrash describes what hap-
pened next:

Joseph’s brothers saw that their fa-
ther died — and what did they see now 
that they were so frightened? When 
they returned from the burial of their 
father they saw that Yosef went to the 
pit that they threw him into and Yosef 
made the blessing that one is required 
to make a� er he experiences a miracle: 
“� ank G-d for performing a miracle 
for me in this place.”

� e brothers failed to appreciate 
Yosef’s true feelings and emotions at 
this critical juncture in his journey of 
thanksgiving to G-d and forgiveness 
of his brothers.

� is is the essence of what is psy-
chologically asked of a person who is 
faced with the challenge of forgiving 

somebody who has wronged him. 
One has a choice at such a moment: 
one can remain mired in self-pity, 
anger, negativity, and a burning de-
sire for revenge, or one can transcend 
this natural instinct and � lter events 
in a manner that focuses on whatev-
er positive lessons emerged from the 
ordeal and gratitude for his survival. 
Yosef, who is called a tzaddik, a righ-
teous one, chooses the latter path.

Another key ingredient described 
in the literature on forgiveness is the 
ability to empathically identify with 
the individuals who committed the 
o� ense. � e ability to engage in such 
counterintuitive behavior helps the 
victim experience changes in his 
feelings toward the o� ender. Even-
tually this can enable him to release 
the burden of holding on to his re-
sentment as well.

As noted earlier, on the three oc-
casions where Yosef is confronted 
with his brothers’ repentance he re-
sponds with tears of empathy. Why 
did the brothers remain dry-eyed? 
� e Yalkut Yehudah, Rav Yehudah 
Leib Ginsburg, says the brothers 
were beyond tears. � ey couldn’t cry 
because their hearts were too � lled 
with sadness, guilt, and bitterness. 
Yosef’s crying, in contrast, was an-
other sign of his empathy, optimism, 
and continued tunneling toward for-
giveness and reconciliation.

Psychology research on empathic 
crying explains that this type of cry-
ing is a sign that the empathic person 
is putting himself into his victim’s 
shoes and identi� es with their sense 
of helplessness. It is of note that 
psychology research on crying com-
ments that it is not at all uncommon 

to � nd situations where the su� ering 
individual for whom the empath-
ic person is weeping o� en does not 
manifest tears or other visible signs 
of pain himself. 

As the Yalkut Yehudah says:
Only Yosef and Binyamin cried 

and not the brothers. � is is because 
when the heart is � lled with sadness 
and pain, one is beyond tears. � e 
brothers were mired in tremendous 
su� ering and pangs of guilt over what 
they had done to Yosef. Only Yosef 
and Binyamin, who were free of such 
pain, were free to cry.

� e Yalkut Yehudah goes on to 
explain that this insight clari� es the 
meaning of a midrash in Bereishis Rab-
bah that comments on Yosef’s tears:

“And he cried in a loud voice” — Yo-
sef only appeased his brothers through 
crying. Similarly, Hashem only re-
deems Israel through crying, as it says: 
“With weeping they will come and with 
supplications I will bring them.”

Yosef’s crying, the midrash tells 
us, is the type of crying that will pre-

cede the ultimate redemption of Klal 
Yisrael, because it is only tears that 
come without the burden of guilt 
and wrongdoing that can result in 
our ultimate redemption. At the time 
of geulah, redemption, which is pre-
ceded by teshuvah, repentance, there 
will have been a process of cleansing 
and expiation of sin. Here there are 
tears of emotional release and relief.

� e lesson of Yosef and his broth-
ers re� ects a deep wisdom that can 
serve as a practical guide to the for-
giveness process. When what is mir-
rored back to the o� ended party is a 
genuine assumption of responsibili-
ty for wrongdoing and a willingness 
to take constructive action to reme-
dy the wrong, the road is paved for 
reconciliation. In a parallel process, 
if what is mirrored back by the vic-
tim is empathy and receptivity to the 
o� ender’s remorse then the tunnel-
ing parties can meet in the middle 
and both can enjoy the bene� ts of 
reconnection.

Yosef and His Brothers: (continuation)
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Does this mean that it’s an all-or-
none proposition? Is all lost for those 
of us unwilling to become a full-
� edged chassid?

� e answer is no. You don’t have 
to change everything about the way 
you live. But I can promise you that 
the more you invest into your Shab-
bos experience, the stronger your ne-
shamah will become, and the more 
chance that the teshuvah you do 
now will carry forward through the 
year. Because you will have a weekly 
opportunity to return to where you 
were during your teshuvah process, 
and you’ll rea�  rm your commitment 
to get better each week.

� is only works, however, if Shab-
bos is more than just a day to crash. 
If Shabbos to you is a weekly e� ort 
to set a new indoor speed record for 
the home-from-shul to asleep-in-bed 
race, then it won’t do anything to bol-
ster your neshamah.

One of the challenges we have to 
overcome in order to make Shabbos 
work for us is the nisayon of viewing 
Shabbos as just another event that hap-
pens 52 times a year. Rather, we have to 
begin to look at it through the eyes of a 
non-Jew from Topeka, Kansas.

Rav Yaakov Bender, the Rosh Ye-
shivah of Darchei Torah in Far Rock-
away, related a story that occurred to 
him on an airplane.

[As an aside, I always wonder why 
some people have all the luck. Rabbi 
Wein and Rabbi Bender constantly tell 
stories that occur with their seatmates 
on planes. I spend hours upon hours 
traveling each year, and the closest I 
can come to some of their stories is 
the time an African American waiting 
for a train with me in East New Jersey 
took one look at me and said, “� at’s 
some hat you got there.” (I had to edit 
out at least one of the adjectives he 
chose to describe my headgear).]

Be that as it may, Rabbi Bender 
had just settled himself on an air-
plane and pulled out a Chumash, 
when his seatmate, a Roman Catholic 
from Topeka, Kansas asked, “Do you 
have that Shabbat, when the lady of 
the home dressed in her � nest stands 
around the candles with her chil-
dren standing beside her, then she 
recites the blessing, and the house is 
� lled with a special glow. When the 
husband comes home, he blesses the 
children and sits down to a beautiful 

table set with silver and crystal, to a 
sumptuous meal that mom has pre-
pared, and they sing beautiful songs 
about the Shabbat?

“Do you have that Shabbat?”
Why is a Roman Catholic ask-

ing such questions about Shabbos? 
Because he must have experienced 
a Shabbos or two at his Orthodox 
neighbor’s home, and he’s been 
blown away by what he saw.

And to think that we have this 
every week! We just have to learn to 
break the rote way we treat Shabbos.

� e Avnei Nezer writes that this is 
the message of a pasuk in the ha� ar-
ah we read on Yom Kippur morning: 
Raglecho miShabbos toshiv im (Yesha-
yah 58:13).� e super� cial meaning of 
these words are, If you restrain your 
foot because it is the Sabbath. � e 
Avnei Nezer � nds a deeper meaning: 
If you will refrain from making Shab-
bos raglecho, becoming something 
done out of rote, you will then merit 
Hashem’s promise in the next pasuk: 
� en you will delight in Hashem, and 
I will mount you astride the heights 
of the world; I will provide you the 
heritage of your forefather Jacob, for 
the word of Hashem has spoken (ibid. 
v. 14).

So this is something worth work-
ing on, but how?

Shabbos Strategies
� e � rst thing we can do to make 

our Shabbosos special is to learn 
about it. Rav Dessler teaches that 
studying about any subject is a tried-
and-true method of breaking routine. 
If you delve into the subject of Shab-
bos, you will � nd yourself thinking 
about it and looking forward to it.

Whether you’re able to handle the 
sublime teachings of Rav Shimshon 
Pincus in Shabbos Malkesa, or you 
need something a little lighter, there 
are many sefarim — even in English 
— that can help you gain an apprecia-
tion of Shabbos. And the speci� c focus 
of the book can vary; whether the book 
you choose discusses the concepts, the 
halachos, or the philosophies of Shab-
bos, it will have you more focused on 
the uniqueness of the day and you will 
be more attuned to Shabbos.

A second approach is to make 
practical changes to make our Shab-
bosos more meaningful.

During the week, many people 
choose minyanim based on which 

one has the shortest davening. On 
Shabbos, choose a slower minyan. 
� ere’s no rush. You have nowhere 
to go. You can even come 15 minutes 
before davening and say some Tehil-
lim until davening starts.

Limit your reading material to 
things that are Shabbos’dik. We now 
have a variety of Shabbos-appropriate 
books and periodicals to chose from. 
Refrain from speaking about things 
that are not Shabbos’dik, such as 
sports or the stock market. No busi-
ness conversation on Shabbos. � e 
words, “Nisht oif Shabbos geredt, 
BUT …” should not cross our lips.

And maybe you should try attend-
ing one of the later minyanim for 
Maariv on Motza’ei Shabbos instead 
of running to the � rst and quickest 
minyan.

Finally, and most importantly, 
prepare for Shabbos.

Most mitzvos in the Torah require 
an actual action: you have to eat the 
 matzah, you have to blow the shofar, 
you have to don the te� llin.

Shabbos is an exception. You 
don’t have to do anything. � e Rib-
bono Shel Olam comes to visit you. 
He says, “I’m going to come with My 
holy Shechinah and dwell among 
you, and make you holier.

“� ere’s only one thing I ask from 
you: I want you to long for Shabbos. 
Anticipate it. Show Me that you want 
the gi� !”

Perhaps this is why Rashi (Beitzah
2b) states that the preparation for 
Shabbos is in itself a Torah-mandated 
mitzvah. By preparing, we show that 
we want Shabbos. And as Rav Shim-
shon Pincus writes, “The primary 
kedushah of Shabbos rests on those 
who want it.”

Knowing that this is a mitzvah 
will infuse your Shabbos preparations 
with much more meaning. Instead of 
cooking and baking and cleaning just 
as a matter of routine, think, “I’m 
preparing for Shabbos.”

You’re no longer just peeling pota-
toes and sautéing onions; you’re pre-
paring to host Hashem’s Shechinah.

RABBI YISSOCHER FRAND, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Rabbi Frand
We Are All In This Together

FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

RABBI YITZCHAK SHMUEL ACKERMAN AARON 
AKSELRUD RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN  RABBI 
SHLOMO ZALMAN BREGMAN RABBI YITZY ERPS 
RABBI YISSOCHOR FRAND  JACOB GERLITZ 
RABBI YEHUDA HEIMOWITZ RABBI NISSAN 
KAPLAN  RABBI DANIEL KEREN RABBI PAYSACH 
KROHN RABBI MOSHE LEBOVITS RABBI ELI 
MANSOUR MR. SOLOMON MEHLMAN RABBI 
EPHRAIM NISENBAUM DR. DAVID PELCOVITZ 
RABBI YISROEL REISMAN RABBI YAAKOV 
SALOMON  RABBI MATISYAHU SALOMON RABBI 
NACHMAN SELTZER DR. YAAKOV SIEGEL RABBI 
SHOLOM SMITH RABBI TZVI HERSH WEINREB  
RABBI YONAH WEINRIB DR. MEIR WIKLER 
RABBI YITZCHOK ZILBERSTEIN MORA LUNI MRS. 
AHAVA EHRENPREIS  MRS. CHANA ROSE MRS. 
ROCHELLE ROTHMAN MRS. LEBA SCHWEBEL  

THEY DON'T JUST WRITE.
THEY WRITE IN THE FJJ.

NOT JUST A NEWSPAPER. 
IT'S THE FJJ! 718.692.1144  ADS@THEFJJ.COM 

Protecting Your Teshuvah Investment 
Enhanced Shabbos (continuation)



SHAVUOS                SECTIONSHAVUOS                SECTION 102FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comJUNE 9, 2016

Thoughts On The Minhag of Reading Megilas Rus on Shavuos, 
Including Peshatim From The Chiddushei HaRim zt”l — PART II
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN

� e second Teirutz, answer of the 
Chiddushei HaRim is based upon a 
famous statement of Chazal that if 
Boaz had known that Megilas Rus 
would write down how he had giv-
en food to Rus (Vayitzbat Lah Kali), 
he would have given her Agalim Pe-
tumos (fattened cows). If Reuven 
would have known that the Torah 
would write down that he saved Yo-
sef, he would have taken Yosef on his 
shoulders back to his father, Yaakov 
Avinu. If Aharon HaKohen would 
have known that the Torah would 
write “Veraacha Vesamach Belibo” 
(Aharon saw Moshe Rabbeinu and 
was happy in his heart), he would 
have had musical instruments play-
ing, to show his happiness. 

Many Meforshim ask what this 
Maamar Chazal means to say? Can 
it be possible to say that such great 
Tzadikim were so concerned with the 
fact that their actions were publicized 
that they would have done them dif-
ferently? {A Tzadik is supposed to do 
Hashem’s will due to his obedience 
to Hashem. He is not supposed to be 
concerned whether others will � nd out 
about his actions, but rather should 
do what is right no matter what. Why 
would the great Tzadikim like Dovid 
HaMelech, Reuven, and Aharon Ha-
Kohen change their actions based 
upon how many people would � nd 
out what they were doing?}

� e Chiddushei HaRim explains 
that these Tzadikim did what they did 
because they felt that was the right 
thing to do. However, they didn’t 
realize how important their actions 
were. Had they realized that their 
actions were so important that they 
would be written down in Chumash 
or Kesuvim, then they would have 
acted with even great Zehirus, care-
fulness, and increased the Shelaimus, 
completeness of their actions. 

This is the bechinah of Vechol 
Maasecha BaSefer Nichtavim. The 
simple peshat is that Hashem writes 
down all of our actions in a Divine 
book, and Leasid Lavo the book is 
opened when Hashem judges every 
person for their actions (a� er 120 
years). On a deeper level, Vechol 
Maasecha BaSefer Nichtavim means 
that our actions can actually cause 
things to be written in the Kisvei Ha-
Kodesh. Had Boaz realized that his 
actions with Rus were so important 
that they would ultimately be written 
down in Megilas Rus, then he would 

have given her food in a more com-
plete manner. 

Now we can understand why we 
lain Megilas Rus on Shavuos. � is 
minhag gives us a gevaldige chizuk. 
Sometimes we think that we don’t 
have to be so careful about our actions, 
as they don’t have such a great impact. 
When we are Mekabeil the Torah on 
Shavuos, we lain Megilas Rus to show 
us the falsity of this approach. We 
should realize that the Torah we are 
being Mekabeil on Shavuos, gives us 
an opportunity to do actions that have 
great and lasting signi� cance. Just as 
the actions of Boaz were written down 
and play a great role for generations, 
so too every action even a “Pashute 
Yid” does has great ramifications. 
� rough acting properly (or avoid-
ing acting improperly) we accomplish 
things which are written down and 
have signi� cance in a great manner. 
{� is reminds us of the statement of 
the Chovos HaLevavos that the days 
are like scrolls. A person should write 
down on the scrolls what he wants. 
The nimshal is that a person’s life 
is like it is written down in a Megi-
lah. � rough acting properly, we are 
writing down good things on a Megi-
lah, that will give us happiness when 
it is read in the future. Conversely, 
through acting inappropriately, our 
incorrect actions are written down, 
and we and others will get to see the 
inappropriate actions we did in the 
past, chas veshalom.}

One last peshat from the Chiddu-
shei HaRim is the following: Megilas 
Rus shows us the Yichus of Dovid 
HaMelech, who came from Rus. We 
know that Rus was a Giyores, who 
came from Moav. Why was Rus al-
lowed to marry Boaz, if the Torah tells 
us that a Moavi is not allowed to en-
ter Klal Yisroel? Chazal tell us that the 
reason that this was allowed was the 
Derasha of Chazal that Amoni Velo 
Amonis, Moavi Velo Moavis. Chazal 
darshened that only male Moavim 
and Amonim were not permitted 
to enter Klal Yisroel, as opposed to 
women Moavios and Amonios, who 
were permitted to enter Klal Yisroel. 

� e Chiddushei HaRim said that 
this is like a Matan Torah of sorts, as 
Chazal’s derasha was accepted, and 
Chazal were able to Darshen the To-
rah according to their understanding. 
� us, Megilas Rus is a Kabalas HaTo-
rah of sorts, and therefore it is appro-
priate to read it on Shavuos, when we 
are Mekabeil the Torah.   

Perhaps we can say that this is re-
lated to a vort from the Beis HaLeivi 
to answer the following question. � e 
Magen Avrohom asks why we refer to 
Shavuos (which Mideoraysah is on Vav 
Sivan) as Zeman Matan Toraseinu, 
when according to the halacha the 
Torah was given on Zayin Sivan? � e 
Beis HaLeivi answers that even though 
the actual Torah was given on Zay-
in Sivan, still Vav Sivan was a Matan 
Torah of the ability of the Chachmei 
HaTorah to have their opinion ac-
cepted. We see how originally the To-
rah was supposed to be given on Vav 
Sivan, but Moshe Rabbeinu made a 
Derasha, which caused that the Torah 
would be given one day later. {Hosif 
Moshe Rabbeinu Yom Echad Mida-
to.} � us, on Vav Sivan we have the 
Matan Torah of the acceptance of the 
Daas of the Chachmei HaTorah and 
their Derashos. � is is learned from 
Lo BaShamayim Hi, which shows that 
the understanding of the Torah is not 
dependent on the Malachei HaShareis, 
or even what Hashem understands, 
Kiveyachol. � e unbiased opinions of 
the Chachmei HaMesorah are the ones 
that determine how the Torah is to be 
understood and practiced.

� us, even Shavuos itself has an 
element of accepting the opinions of 
the Chachei HaTorah. � us is con-
tinued through laining Megilas Rus, 
which shows us again the acceptance 
of the Chachamim’s interpretation 
and the power and importance of 
Torah She’Ball Peh. 

This may be related to the fact 
that we o� er the Korbon of the Shtai 
HaLechem on Shavuos. � e Zohar 
HaKadosh said that the Shtai HaLech-
em represent the duality of Torah 
She’Bichsav and Torah She’Ball Peh. 

Another related peshat was said 
by Rav Shlomo Zalmin Auerbach 
zt”l. In his sefer “Halichos Shelomo”, 
he asks why the Torah doesn’t tell us 
to celebrate Shavuos on a particular 
day? Instead, the Torah writes that 
we should celebrate Shavuos on the 
50th day of our count from the Kor-
bon HaOmer. As Chazal tell us, de-
pending on the way in which Beis 
Din is Mekadeish the Chodoshim of 
Iyar and Sivan, Shavuos can be on ei-
ther 5, 6 or 7 Iyar. {� is was so in the 
times of Kiddush Al Pi Reiyah. Now-
adays, when we have a Kiddush Al Pi 
Cheshbon, Shavuos is always on Vav 
Sivan.}Why shouldn’t we have a set 
date for Shavuos, just as all the other 
Yomim Tovim have? 

Rav Shlomo Zalmin said that the 
fact that we need the Beis Din to deter-
mine which day to celebrate Shavuos, 
is signi� cant. � is shows us that only 
with a subservience to Torah She’Ball 
Peh and the Chachamim who are 
on Beis Din, can we celebrate Matan 
Torah. � is shows us just how much 
Torah She’Bichsav and Torah She’Ball 
Peh are integrally interrelated. We 
cannot have a Yom Tov to appreciate 
getting Torah Shebichsav, without at-
taching it to Beis Din, which has the 
connection to Torah She’Ball Peh. 

A beautiful peshat from Rav 
Moshe Shternbuch Shlita is also re-
lated to this thought. � e Pasuk tells 
us U’Sefartem Lachem Mimacharas 
Hashabbos. � ere is a well known 
controversy between the Perushim 
and the Tzedokim as to what Shabbos 
in this Pasuk means. � e Tzedokim 
said that Shabbos meant Shabbos Be-
raishis. � is means that we must start 
counting Sefiras HaOmer starting 
with Sunday (which is the day a� er 
Shabbos Beraishis). In contrast, the 
Perushim, said that Mimacharas Ha-
Shabbos means a� er Yom Tov. � is 
means that Se� ras HaOmer starts the 
day a� er the � rst day of Yom Tov 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 145
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Unprecedented Turnout of Rabbonim and Barbers at Special “Haircuts in Halacha” Event 
Mattisyahu Lazar

“It’s frightening! We are so makpid 
not to challilah transgress a question 
of an issur d’rabbanan but unknow-
ingly so many of us transgress mul-
tiple issurei d’oraisah every time we 
take a haircut!”

Those were the words of a well-
known barber in Lakewood who at-
tended the fascinating presentation, 
entitled “Haircuts and Halacha”, on 
hilchos Peyos Harosh last week. 

The event, a project of the Torah 
Projects Institute, was held for rab-
bonim and barbers. Nearly 200 peo-
ple packed into Lakewood’s River 
978 Hall to hear and see a fascinating 
visual presentation by Rav Avi Wies-
enfeld of Yerushalayim who made a 
special trip to Lakewood to speak at 
the event.  

“The event was organized due to 
an acute lack of clarity regarding nu-
merous aspects of the halachos of pey-
os. That lack of knowledge can lead to 
the transgression of issurei d’oraisah 
many times during every haircut,” ex-
plained Reb Daniel Wechsler, one of 
the event’s coordinators. 

Shmitta for Farmers, Sefirah for 
Barbers

Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum opened 
the event by explaining that one of 
the unique aspects of peyos is that 
both the person cutting the peyos and 
the person whose peyos are cut trans-
gress the Torah mandated prohibition 
if peyos are cut incorrectly. “Most bar-
bers begin their careers as bochurim 
in yeshiva dormitories or similar set-
tings. At that point in their lives many 
are not aware of the many questions 
that come up. Some do not know the 
exact location of the peyos and in an 
attempt to give a ‘nice, clean’ haircut 
they become accustomed to shaving 
places that are prohibited.”

The event was held during sefirah 
when barbers are not working and 
have the time to brush up on the hala-
chos. “Indeed,” Rabbi Rosenbaum 
pointed out, “just as the shmittah 
year has become a year when farmers 
increase their knowledge of agricul-
tural halacha, being that they do not 
work in the fields, so too, sefirah is an 
optimum time for barbers to increase 
their knowledge of the complex, fre-
quently misunderstood halachos of 
peyos.” According to Daniel Wechsler, 
barbers from around the country 
have been calling to request copies of 
the video shown at the event because 
it so clearly and explicitly delineates 
the exact makom hapeyos and the 
common shailos that can arise when 
giving a haircut. 

‘Shaving’ Away the Confusion
Rav Wiesenfeld gave a riveting, 

fast-moving and clear presentation 
using slides to show true to life exam-
ples of both the exact place in the head 
where the peyos are and many exam-
ples of the common pitfalls due to lack 
of knowledge encountered by Yidden 
from across the entire cross section 
of frum society - Chassidish, Litvish, 
modern… when taking haircuts. 

Rav Wiesenfeld created a unique 
digital presentation to give over these 
psakim to the barbers and rabbonim 
who need to know these halachos on 
a daily basis. Some of the shailos that 
he discussed in detail included “What 
is the minimum length to which hair 
that can be cut?”, “Who’s at fault, the 
barber or the customer?”, “The proper 
way to cut around the ear”…

Each of the slides was shown in 
advance of the presentation to Rav 
Wiesenfeld’s Rebbi, HaGaon HaRav 
Ezriel Auerbach, shlita, who encour-
aged him to spread the knowledge of 
these little known halachos. 

He clearly depicted, through 
sources in the Rishonim and Poskim, 
exactly what is and isn’t peyos; how 
close a shave has to be in order to be 
considered cutting peyos and how 
much confusion and misconception 
have arisen in identifying the exact 
location of what the Torah calls peyos. 

Empowering Barbers Through 
Awareness

He showed pictures of bochurim 
immediately after their haircuts who 
unknowingly transgressed multiple 
issurei d’orasiah. As one of the barbers 
in attendance related, “Kids come into 
my shop each day asking for their hair 
to be cut in manners and styles that 
are halachically very questionable. 
Because there are many gray areas 
that are not well known to the public, 
unfortunately, their friends have been 
getting these types of haircuts and they 
would like them too. This presentation 
was way overdue and helped bring 
awareness and clarity to us barbers, 
and the public at large, so there will be 
no more excuses for anyone to give in 
to peer pressure and rationalize that if 
others are doing it then there must be 
nothing wrong.”

Rav Wiesenfeld is a Rosh Kollel in 
the Ganei Geulah Kollel in Yerusha-

layim. He has authored a clear, con-
cise and easy-to-read booklet on the 
halachos of peyos which was distrib-
uted free to each participant. In ad-
dition to the booklet on peyos, Rav 
Weisenfeld has authored numerous 
other booklets on commonly misun-
derstood halachos, such as a booklet 
on the halachos of yichud, kashrus in 
the kitchen and others. 

Rabbi Motti Bakst, a well-known 
barber in Lakewood, related after the 
event how the sight of such a massive 
crowd of barbers and rabbonim was 
greatly encouraging. “Holding such 
an event is phenomenal idea!” he ex-
claimed and then explained, “When I 
started giving haircuts in Lakewood 
fourteen years ago, the community 
was smaller and more dominated by 
a yeshiva atmosphere. Even then, the 
knowledge of these halachos was not 
as it should be and I found myself fre-
quently explaining to customers why 
I could not give them the haircuts that 
they wanted. 

“More recently, I have seen count-
less people transgressing issurei d’orai-

sah because they simply have no idea 
that these halachos exist. The Haircuts 
in Halacha event brought a tremen-
dous awareness of these halachos and 
is truly unprecedented. I would like to 
think that all of the attendant barbers 
will now be able to return to their jobs 
armed with knowledge and able to 
confidently stand up and inform their 
clients when there is even a question 
of an issur.” 

Due to the tremendous need for ed-
ucation in this area, The Torah Projects 
Institute is planning similar events in 
the future. To receive a copy of the pre-
sentation or to arrange an event in your 
city please email: Torahprojectsinsti-
tute@gmail.com or call: 732-552-7443

Councilman Chaim Deutsch Announces E-Waste 
Recycling Event and Rain Barrel Giveaway

Councilman Chaim Deutsch (D-BROOKLYN) will be hosting an elec-
tronic waste recycling event, combined with a rain barrel giveaway, at 
Madison High School, 3787 Bedford Avenue (corner of Avenue P). 

On Sunday, June 19th  from 10:00am to 2:00pm, residents of the 
48th Council District are invited to bring any old televisions, computers, 
wires, fax machines, scanners, and other electronic devices for recycling 
with the NYC Department of Sanitation. Homeowners can also procure a 
NYC Department of Environmental Protection rain barrel by making an 
advance reservation with Councilman Deutsch’s office at 718-368-9176.

On April 1st, 2015, it became illegal in New York State to dispose of 
electronics along with regular garbage for pickup. Councilman Deutsch’s 
e-waste recycle event is an opportunity to discard electronics in a safe 
manner, and ensure that they are recycled domestically using the most 
stringent environmental standards available. Electronics will also be fully 
erased as part of the recycling process.

In addition to the e-waste recycling opportunity, 60 gallon rain bar-
rels will be available for pickup and are used to collect excess rainwater. 
The barrel connects directly to a roof gutter, and can be easily hooked up 
to an outdoor garden hose. This can greatly benefit homeowners, who 
will save money on their water bills by utilizing the stored rainwater to 
water lawns, wash cars, and water plants. In addition, using a rain bar-
rel decreases the amount of water flowing through the City sewer system, 
which can be particularly significant during rainfall to reduce the chances 
of flooding.

“I welcome you to join me  on Sunday, June 19th  from 10:00am to 
2:00pm to have your electronic waste recycled and pick up a rain barrel,” 
said Councilman Chaim Deutsch. “This is an opportunity for homeown-
ers to save money on their water bills, and have a convenient, local place 
to dispose of electronic waste. I am proud to host events like these to 
improve environmental awareness in our district, reduce our carbon foot-
print, and conserve our resources.”

Council Member Chaim Deutsch represents Brighton Beach, Manhattan Beach, Sheepshead Bay, 
Homecrest, Trump Village, Luna Park, Brightwater Towers, and parts of Midwood.
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Tenu Kavod LaTorah: A Siyum On Seder Nashim  
|From Real Clear Daf 
Rabbi Moshe boylan 

On Wednesday night, Chuf Hay Iyar 
(Jun. 1), the Lomdei Daf HaYomi were 
zoche to be Mesayem Seder Nashim. Un-
doubtedly, numerous Siyumim were held all 
over the world on this occasion. One such 
Siyum was held in Ocean Terrace (in Flat-
bush), by Real Clear Daf. 

What exactly is Real Clear Daf? It is a spe-
cial website which provides Shiurim by Rav 
Shmuel Wise Shlita on the Daf Yomi. This se-
ries of Shiurim has started in this cycle of Daf 
Yomi (at Maseches Berachos) and has con-
tinued Be’Ezras Hashem up to the present. 

At this Siyum, Hakaras HaTov was dis-
played to Rav Shmuel Wise Shlita, a talmid of 
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim, and his mishpacha 
for their mesirus nefesh to give these won-
derful Shiurim. His Shiurei Daf Yomi have 
truly lived up to their name “Real Clear Daf”. 
{Their website is RealClearDaf.Com}

 Rav Wise mentioned how Real Clear 
Daf has been used by 3,000 users a month, 
including 375 cities all over the world. He 
also talked about the various places he used 
to record these Shiurim, including a Yeshi-
va van. This once was quite difficult when 
it was raining, but somehow Rav Wise was 
able to talk loudly enough that hopefully it 
was still heard clearly. 

Real Clear Daf is not only a resource for 
the Lomdei Daf Yomi, but has been used by 
people who are going through Shas on differ-
ent paces. It has also been used by older peo-
ple, and by children as young as 12 years old.

The Maggid Shiur also talked about the 
memory of his departed brother, LHBC”L 
Reb Aryeh Wise Z”L. Reb Aryeh had difficul-
ty learning Torah, but this didn’t deter him 
from joining the Daf Yomi Shiur of Rabbi 
Dovid Hofsteder Shlita in Toronto. This shi-
ur lasts an hour and a half every day, and is 
held in the morning. Reb Aryeh was moser 
nefesh to learn and stay with this shiur, and 
was zoche to be Mesayem Shas with the Daf. 
When he came to be menachem Aveil, Rabbi 
Hofsteder told the Aveilim how the niftar not 
only attended the shiur, but also would ask 
him questions on the Daf.

 Reb Aryeh started to go through Shas a 
second time, and told people that IY”H he 
would be mesayem Shas the second time in 
Yerushalayim. We are mispallel that IY”H 
Moshiach Tzidkeinu should come soon, so 
that he will have Techiyas HaMeisim and be 
able to participate in the next Siyum HaShas 
in Yerushalayim. 

Rabbi Wise Shlita mentioned that the 
Demus, image of his brother’s mesirus 
nefesh to learn Torah is an inspiration for 
him to continue to give over these Shiurim 
on the Daf HaYomi, which help thousands 
of people to learn and understand the Daf 
Yomi clearly. 

Tribute was given to Dr. Ralph Madeb, 
who has been one of the people that have 
provided much financial support to Real 
Clear Daf. Dr. Madeb mentioned that he 
hopes that just as there are supermarkets 

that enable people to shop in a virtual su-
permarket, hopefully there will be oppor-
tunities to “Shop” for shiurim in a “Virtual 
learning supermarket”. 

Chacham Eli Mansour Shlita gave a Der-
asha that connected the end of Seder Nashim 
with the beginning of Seder Nezikin. In his 
Derasha he talked about the Chashivus of 
Nashim Tzidkanios, and how they played a 
role in the geulah of Mitzraim and IY”H in 
the Geulah HaAsidah. 

Rabbi Raymond Beyda Shlita talked about 
the importance of Daf Yomi, and mentioned 
many personal anecdotes about this Limud. 
Rabbi Beyda started learning the Daf in an 
interesting way: One of his colleagues in work 
told him he was being Mesayem a Mesechta. 
Around a month afterwards he again said 
this. After this repeated itself a number of 
times, Rabbi Beyda asked him how he could 
do this? The colleague told him about the Daf 
Yomi program, and how this enables people 
to be mesayem one Mesechta after another in 
a relatively short amount of time. 

The colleague suggested that he also 
learn with the Daf, and this encouraged 
Rabbi Beyda to start the Daf Yomi. 7 and 
½ years later, Rabbi Beyda was zoche to be 
mesayem Shas. 

Rabbi Beyda mentioned that he once had 
the zechus to speak to Chacham Ovadiah 
Yosef zt”l about whether he should contin-
ue learning Daf Yomi, or learn on a slower 
pace with Iyun. Chacham Ovadiah said that 
while Iyun is important, he should still make 
sure to also learn Daf Yomi, so as to acquire 
the Kelalei HaShas (general rules of Shas). In 
addition, he could look up the sources in the 
Ein Mishpat, and this will help him to also 
acquire Yedios in Halacha and Iyun. 

Another story about Daf Yomi took 
place in the Shaarei Tzion learning pro-
gram. A person we will call “Jimmy”, was a 
late starter in learning. Despite this, he was 
very consistent in going to Shiurim every 
day, and he started to gain in his knowledge 
of Torah. Eventually, Rabbi Beyda suggest-
ed that Jimmy start learning Daf Yomi with 
the shiur of Chacham Mansour Shlita. He 
also has continued and has been successful 
in learning Daf Yomi. 

In conclusion, as Shavuos approaches, 
we realize the importance of increasing our 
commitment to Limud HaTorah. This is a 
great time to commit ourselves to learning 
something every day, whether it is Daf Yomi, 
Amud Yomi or something else. The beginning 
of Seder Nezikin is approximately the half way 
point in the Limud of the Day Yomi cycle. This 
is also a good opportunity to join in the Daf, if 
this is appropriate for your learning.

The stories told at this night showed ev-
eryone how everyone can grow in Torah, 
even those who would seem not to be able 
to due to their background or limitations. 

May the zechus of Limud HaTorah, in-
cluding Real Clear Daf, stand for Klal Yis-
roel for Yeshuos, Refuos and the Geulah 
Shelaimah speedily.

Hikind Protests Forced Trees On Homeowners
Assemblyman Dov Hikind (D-Brooklyn) 

blasted a citywide effort to impose newly 
planted tree on homeowners, despite noti-
fying the Parks and Recreation Department 
of their objections. Hikind, along with dis-
traught homeowners, then toured the neigh-
borhood on to view some of the trees causing 
community members such anguish.

“It is absolutely ridiculous for the City to forceful-
ly plant a tree in front of homes where homeowners 
don’t want them,” Assemblyman Hikind said. “Then to tell the homeown-
ers they’re responsible for the maintenance of the tree and sidewalk? What 
chutzpah! The City is forcing trees down our throats.”

In addition to planting trees, the City requires homeowners to main-
tain the tree’s upkeep. Homeowners are asked to water their newly plant-
ed trees 15-20 gallons per week and provide a 3-inch layer of mulch. They 
are also responsible for keeping the area clean, and those who don’t follow 
city regulation could be penalized with a ticket.  

After being inundated with phone calls from irritated homeowners, 
Assemblyman Hikind wrote a letter to the Parks Department highlighting 
his frustration over the forceful planting of trees. In response, the Parks 
Department stated that the program is part of an environment-friendly 
initiative to promote the beautification of NYC.  

“I love trees and understand their significance to the environment,” Hik-
ind said. “I’m all for beautifying our City too, however homeowners should 
have a right to decline a tree from being planted in front of their house.” 

Breaking News! NY State Senate Nixes The Bag Tax
Felder – Cusick Bill Foils City Council Efforts to 
Force Additional Taxes on New Yorkers 

Following a lively debate, the New York State Senate, led by Ma-
jority Leader John Flanagan, voted to overturn the NY City Council’s 
recent passage of a plastic bag tax. 

Championed by Senator Simcha Felder (Brooklyn) and Assem-
blyman Michael Cusick (Staten Island), the Senate bill S.7336 will 
amend the general city law in relation to prohibiting the imposition 
of any tax, fee or local charge on carry-out merchandise bags. The 
bill was introduced by Felder after what the Senator considered an 
unjust effort by the City Council to impose its will on a majority of 
New Yorkers who disagreed with the measure.

“The last thing New Yorkers need is another regressive tax,” said 
Felder when he introduced his bill. Standing with Assemblyman Cu-
sick and flanked by his colleagues in the Senate, including Senators 
Marty Golden (Brooklyn), Roxanne Persaud (Brooklyn) and Diane 
Savino (Staten Island), Felder introduced his bill at a press conference 
last month and initiated an on-line Stop the Bag Tax petition, which 
allowed his constituents and other New Yorkers to weigh in on the 
issue. Felder and the Senate’s Cities Committee also chaired a Public 
Hearing in Manhattan. The Senate’s Cities Committee voted unani-
mously in favor of moving the bill forward.

Felder began fighting the bag tax as a member of the NY City 
Council, when the measure was introduced in 2008. “I’ve been dis-
gusted every time I’ve heard the absurd plastic bag tax legislation 
introduced,” he said. “New York City has to stop nickel and diming 
New Yorkers. This tax placed an undue financial burden on countless 
low- and middle-income residents who already struggle.”

Following today’s vote, Felder thanked his colleagues in the Sen-
ate for passing his bill. “I appreciate the support that we had today, 
but I wasn’t surprised by the outcome because my colleagues have 
followed this issue closely and heard the concerns of New Yorkers 
far and wide,” he said. The Senator noted that Assemblyman Cusick 
is now leading the charge in the Assembly where the bill has already 
passed the Cities Committee. “I’m hopeful that the bill will now pass 
in the Assembly,” he said.
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Historic Agudah Dinner Celebrates 75 Years of Camp Agudah
Over a thousand people gathered at the Hilton 

New York in Midtown Manhattan on Sunday June 
5th for Agudath Israel of America’s 94th annual din-
ner, paying tribute to Camp Agudah in honor of the 
camp’s 75th anniversary.

The evening overflowed with emotion as former 
campers and staff members reminisced freely about 
their camp experiences as well as the profound influ-
ence that Camp Agudah has had, and continues to 
have, on their lives. A major focus of the program was 
the historic role Camp Agudah has played in the devel-
opment of the Torah community in the United States.

Camp Agudah itself was the recipient of Agudath 
Israel’s Rabbi Moshe Sherer Memorial Award, with 
long time camp director Meir Frischman, who will 
be retiring after 40 years in his post, accepting the 
award on behalf of the camp.

Agudah executive vice president Rabbi Chaim 
Dovid Zwiebel, who presented the awards for the 
evening, noted that Rabbi Moshe Sherer had a spe-
cial place in his heart for Meir Frischman, know-
ing that he could trust him implicitly to run all of 
the Agudah camps with precision and perfection. 
Clearly moved, Reb Meir noted that Rabbi Sherer 
had taught him to give his all in every endeavor. In 
the course of his remarks, Reb Meir also gave special 
recognition to the camp’s long time head counselor 
Rabbi Simcha Kaufman.

The Reb Elimelech Tress Memorial Award was 
presented to the Tress family. Rabbi Zwiebel not-
ed that while Mr. Tress was instrumental in saving 
European Jews from the horrors of the Nazi era, he 
was also simultaneously laying the groundwork for 
a Torah community in the United States, which in-
cluded the creation of the Agudah camps.

The Rav Aharon Kotler Memorial Award was 
presented to the family of Rabbi Syshe Heschel z’l, 
who spent many years as camp’s head counselor and 
program director. Rabbi Heschel was remembered 
by Rabbi Zwiebel as a “Chasidishe Rebbe without 
portfolio,” recalling his “radiant smile and bren” 
that inspired generations of Camp Agudah campers.

The Moreinu Yaakov Rosenheim Memorial 
Award was presented to the family of Rabbi Boruch 
B. Borchardt z’l, another much loved figure who 
was part of Camp Agudah from its infancy. Rabbi 
Zwiebel shared the words of one Agudath Israel staff 
member who described Rabbi Borchardt after his 
passing as “the glue that held everything together.”

Thirteen outstanding individuals were honored 
as representatives of the many decades of Camp 
Agudah, going as far back as its debut year, 1942, 
including the Young family in memory of Charlie 
Young z’l, Charlie Grandovsky, Joseph Helmreich, 
Yanky Adler in memory of Emil Adler z’l, Chaim 
Wielgus, Benny Wielgus, Yaakov Bojman, Eli Nei-
man, Yitzy Bald, Yoily Edelstein, Shimie Lax, Shlo-
ime Leshkowitz, Alty Pearl and Zevy Seidenfeld. 
Each of the decade representatives was honored 
with a unique glass trophy, presented by current 
Camp Agudah campers, Meir and Yitzy Richman.

Additionally, Rabbi Yonah Feinstein, retiring as 
director of special projects, was honored with a sil-
ver becher for over 20 years of dedicated service to 
the Agudah.

Among those in attendance for the evening were 
respected rabbonim, Agudah members, askanim, 

elected officials, former campers and other Agudah 
supporters. The magnificent harmonies of the Me-
zamrim choir drew guests into the ballroom where 
they eagerly sat down to peruse the dinner journal 
as well as a short excerpt from the book They Called 
Him Mike, detailing Mike Tress’s involvement with 
Camp Agudah.

The evening’s program was opened by Agudath 
Israel’s executive director Rabbi Labish Becker, who 
called upon Rabbi Shlomo Mandel, Rosh Hayeshi-
va, Yeshiva of Brooklyn, to lead the assemblage in 
Tehillim. Dinner chairman Shrage Goldschmidt 
kicked off the evening by thanking the many elected 
officials in attendance and detailing the Agudah’s 
multi-faceted efforts that impact members of the 
Jewish community nationwide.

The Novominsker Rebbe, Reb Yaakov Perlow shl-
ita, Rosh Agudas Yisroel, shared his own memories 
of Camp Agudah, noting that the camp experience 
is life changing and that he still sings the zemiros 
that he learned in camp decades ago. Rabbi Per-
low lauded Rabbi Sherer as a visionary and praised 
Rabbi Yisroel Belsky z’l for his role in strengthening 
Camp Agudah as a true Makom Torah. Describing 
“geshmak” as the foundation of Yiddishkeit, the 
Rebbe warned of the dangers that lurk, both from 
technology and those who seek to undermine the 
very essence of a Torah lifestyle, saying that only by 
incorporating simcha into our everyday lives and 
our Limud Torah will we be able to counter the 
many negative influences that threaten our homes 
and our families.

Rabbi A.D. Motzen, national director of state re-
lations for Agudath Israel, spoke briefly, praising the 
many Agudah representatives throughout the Unit-
ed States who advocate for the Jewish community 
on a daily basis while earning lawmakers’ highest 
respect for their devotion and tireless efforts on be-
half of others. A short video, titled Agudath Israel 
Across America, showed many Agudah represen-
tatives hard at work, lobbying government officials 
at all levels, hoping to effect changes to benefit the 
Torah community.

Rabbi Abba Cohen, Agudath Israel’s vice pres-
ident for federal governmental affairs in Washing-
ton D.C., introduced Senator Charles Schumer who 
spoke briefly but passionately about the anti-Israel 
BDS movement, stressing the importance of recog-
nizing the movement as an expression of anti-Semi-
tism. On a similar note, Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zwieb-
el praised New York Governor Andrew Cuomo for 
having issued an executive order earlier in the day 
stating that New York will not do any business with 
any company that boycotts Israel. 

Dinner Chairman Shrage Goldschmidt gave a 
heartwarming overview of the 75 years of Camp 
Agudah, singling out Rabbi Belsky for the many roles 
he played in camp and expressing profound gratitude 
to both Meir Frischman and Rabbi Simcha Kaufman 

for their endless contributions to camp. A poignant 
video showing clips of Camp Agudah from its earli-
est days and its continued evolution over the decades 
depicted the faces of dozens of campers, the many 
gedolim who came to visit and recollections of Camp 
Agudah from notable alumni including Rabbi Pay-
sach Krohn, Rabbi Nosson Scherman, Rabbi Yehuda 

Oelbaum and Rabbi Naftali Basch, among others.
Participants mingled throughout the night, re-

flecting on the many accomplishments of Agudath 
Israel of America and the position of prominence it 
has achieved by advocating endlessly on behalf of 
the Torah community.

“The Agudah has always been on the front lines of 
the community, earning the respect of its neighbors 
and the community it serves,” said New York City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer. “I have enjoyed a great re-
lationship working very closely with the organization.”

While many came to show their support for the 
Agudah’s efforts and to experience the ultimate 
camp reunion, the high turnout sent a significant 
message of its own.

“It is very important that all the elected officials, 
city and statewide, get to see that we really have a 
constituency,” observed Leon Goldenberg, a mem-
ber of the Agudah’s board of trustees. “When we call 
on them and we meet with them, they think we are 
just a small group, but coming to the dinner they 
realize that we represent thousands and thousands 
of people.”

“The challenges and the obstacles that we have 
today living in America as Jews are deeply dis-
turbing,” added Chaskel Bennett, a member of the 
Agudah’s board of trustees. “Many things that we 
take for granted have come under attack and Klal 
Yisroel needs a strong Agudas Yisroel more than 
ever to counteract those attacks and to present an 
articulate vision and voice of who we are and what 
the Orthodox Jewish community stands for.”

While the Agudah’s many accomplishments 
were an important part of the dinner, there was 
no doubt that the star of the show was the guest of 
honor, Camp Agudah, and everyone in attendance 
shared the very real impression that Ruach Country 
had made its way to the Hilton for the night.

Shlomo Werdiger, chairman of the Agudah’s 
board of trustees, described Camp Agudah as “one 
of the most beautiful services” provided by the 
Agudah, noting since its opening in Ferndale in 
1942, thousands and thousands of campers have 
called Camp Agudah home.

“A lot has changed over the course of 75 years,” 
observed Rabbi Zwiebel. “But the essential nature 
of giving young people an opportunity to grow in 
an atmosphere where the geshmak of Yiddishkeit is 
brought out is a tremendous thing which has his-
torically had a major impact on the development of 
the Torah community here in the United States. We 
hope to continue to do so for many years to come.”
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Hakhel Memorial Day Yarchei Kallah Highlights the Importance of Good Endings
Daniel Keren

Hundreds of men and women 
braved overcast weather to trans-
form their legal holiday off from 
work last week on Memorial Day 
and participate in a half-day Yarchei 
Kallah organized by Hakhel at the 
Agudath Israel of Madison. Hakhel 
is a Flatbush-based organization 
dedicated to promoting a greater 
awareness of Torah-true values in 
our community.

The Hakhel Memorial Day 
Yarchei Kallah began with a lecture 
by the Mora D’asra of the host shul – 
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman on the topic of 
“The Very Last Navi: Chaggai, Zacha-
ria and Malachi” whose short proph-
ecies are combined into one book of 
Tanach known as “Trei Asar” or “The 
Twelve Minor Prophets.”

Rabbi Reisman went to lengths 
to clarify that one should not min-
imize the importance of Chaggai, 
Zacharia or Malachi [or the other 
nine Naviim recorded in the Trei 
Asar] and the reference to their be-
ing minor prophets is only in con-
nection not with the importance of 
their spiritual messages, but rath-
er because of the short number of 
pages in Tanach assigned to their 
Navuah.

In the order of the Trei Asar, the 
prophecies of Chaggai, Zachari-
ah or Malachi are listed at the end, 
signifying that they were the last of 
Naviim whose prophetic messages 
are recorded for eternity in the pag-
es of Tanach. For those who might 
be interested, the other nine Naviim 
whose brief prophecies also appear 
in the Trei Asar are in chronological 
order: Hoshea, Yoel, Amos, Obadi-
ah, Yonah, Michah, Nachum, Ha-
bakkuk and Zephania.
The Importance  
of the Last Jewish Prophets

Rabbi Reisman who will devote 
another seven shiurim in upcoming 
Hakhel legal day Yarchei Kallahs in 
the coming year to these important 
Naviim emphasized that these last 
three Jewish prophets – Chaggai, 
Zacharia and Malachi – are really 
very unique and they serve a most 
important function in the fact that 
they are the last of the Naviim whose 
prophecies have been recorded in 
the Jewish Bible.

There is something profound that 
whoever is first always is first and 
thus makes his mark and is better 
remembered. And it is clear from 

the outset who is first (i.e. Avraham 
Avinu, Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon 
HaKohen.) 

Rabbi Reisman noted that the 
Gemara never ever uses the term 
“Naviim acharonim (the last Proph-
ets.) The concept of dividing the 
Naviim into categories such as ris-
honim (first) and acharonim (last) 
only goes back to the advent of mod-
ern printing in the 1400s when such 
a device was created by the printers.

The Churban Bayis Rishon by 
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylo-
nians, occurred under the watch of 
Yirmiyahu. However shortly after 
that Churban, Jeremiah stopped 
prophesizing to the Jews after a ca-
reer of almost 40 years of warning 
them to do teshuvah in order to 
avoid the impending destruction of 
Jewish life in Eretz Yisroel.

Yechezkel (Ezekial) took up the 
prophetic baton so-to-speak from 
Yirmyahu and he prophesized to the 
Jews in Bavel as he too was exiled to 
Babylonia. After the catastrophe of the 
assassination of Gedalia, there would 
be a 52-year period in which no Jews 
lived in the holy land of Israel. Rab-
bi Reisman explained that one of the 
pre-conditions for a Jew to be selected 
by Hashem to relay Navuah or proph-
ecy to other Yidden is that this Proph-
et had to start his career of Navuah in 
Eretz Yisroel and then like Yechezkel, 
he would be able to continue prophe-
sizing even in exile in Bavel.
Began Their Navuah Upon 
Returning to Eretz Yisroel

Thus we see that Chaggai, Zecha-
ria and Malachi, the last of the Jew-
ish Naviim whose prophecies are 
recorded in Tanach only began to 
give Navuah when they and a small 
number of fellow Jews returned 
from Bavel to Eretz Yisroel after 
that 52 year lapse when no Jews 
were allowed to live in the Prom-
ised Land.

Rabbi Reisman spoke of the tre-
mendous pain that Esther Hamalka 
(Queen Esther) who was forced to 
marry Achashverosh after the death 
of Vashti must have felt when her 
only child (Daryavesh/Darius) who 
was halachically Jewish, considered 
himself and lived accordingly as a 
non-Jew. However, Chazal, called 
him a kosher king because he did 
give permission to the Jews in Bavel 
to restart the rebuilding of their Beis 
Hamikdosh that had been suspend-
ed by his father Achashverosh.

It was at this time when Daryavesh 
gave Jews authority to rebuild the 
Bais Hamikdosh and the protective 
walls of Yerushalayim, that Chag-
gai started to experience prophecy. 
Chazal teach us that had all of the 
Jews in Babylonia returned at that 
time with Ezra, this demonstration 
of emunah and bitachon in Hashem 
would have resulted in this being the 
true and final redemption; one that 
would have negated a second galus, 
exile from the holy land during the 
times of Roman domination which 
would never have occurred in the 
first place.
A Tremendous Opportunity 
That Was Sadly Not Taken

It was, Rabbi Reisman said, a tre-
mendous moment of opportunity 
that unfortunately never occurred 
as only 40,000 Jews left the comfort 
of their homes in Bavel to return to 
Eretz Yisroel when granted permis-
sion to do so by Daryavesh, the Per-
sian monarch. And because of this 
and the fact that not enough Jews 
returned to ensure that this would 
be the final geulah (redemption), 
the Yidden who did return to Eretz 
Yisroel continued to speak Ara-
maic, the national language of the 
Persians instead of resuming lashon 
hakodesh (Hebrew) as was the case 
before the Churban Bais Hamik-
dosh.

The comparatively small band 
of Jews returning to Eretz Yisroel 
needed chizuk, inspiration. There-
fore even though Chaggai realized 
that this second Bais Hamikdosh 
they were building was not going to 
last and that this geulah was not the 
final redemption; his prophecy from 
Hashem was important because it 
served to give those Jews the assur-
ance that their task in restoring the 
Bais Hamikdash would nevertheless 
be an important chapter in the histo-
ry of the Jewish people.

These last three Naviim (Chaggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi) lived in very 
close proximity to the time of the Ta-
naim, the first Sages who began the 
task of composing in written form 
what had previously been taught as 
the Oral Torah. 
Quoted Numerous Times  
in the Talmud

Therefore we find in a number of 
Gemaras that specific Tanaim quot-
ed halachos, points of Jewish law 
from these three last prophets. For 
example one halacha quoted from 

(these naviim) was that Jews could 
build a mizbeach, altar and offer 
karbonos, sacrifices to Hashem even 
without a Bais Hamikdosh. This was 
not necessarily prophecy, but rather 
the relaying of a mesorah (religious 
traditions) they had learned from 
their teachers.

Rabbi Reisman asked, “What 
does it mean to be last?” It is always 
more inspirational to be first, a spe-
cial sense of freshness. Yet being 
last in Yiddishkeit is also import-
ant because the ending of a matter 
is everything. Why should this be? 
We are familiar with the story of 
Yochanan Kohen Gadol who in the 
days of Bayis Sheni when most of 
the Kohanim Gadolim did not live 
to serve a second year, managed to 
serve loyally for an incredible 80 
years old and then in the end be-
came sour by falling into the falla-
cies of the Tzedukim. Thus are all 
his previous 80 years of loyal service 
are erased and he is judged in the 
bais din shel mailah, the heavenly 
court on the basis of his spiritual 
failings at the end of his life. He gets 
no credit for the many good years 
that preceded his spiritual mistake?

Yet another man who lived a life 
as a total rasha, evil man who pur-
posely did aveiras and avoided do-
ing mitzvahs, somehow before his 
death had a moment of sincere re-
gret and did teshuva for all his past 
misdeeds, thereby earning a secure 
place in Olam Habah, the World to 
Come. “Is this fair?,” Rabbi Reis-
man asked.
Why Such a Heavy Tilt Towards 
the End of the Matter?

Why are we so heavily tilted to-
wards the end of the matter? Rabbi 
Reisman admitted he didn’t know 
the answer. However, we have to 
realize that Olam Hazeh, this world 
is important because it gives us a 
chance to work towards a happy 
ending. And no matter what we have 
done up until now, we still can pull 
it out before the game ends. This is a 
world that we should utilize to pre-
pare for what really counts. It is a 
frightening concept, but it is import-
ant that we utilize this awareness to 
conclude our lives in Olam Hazeh 
properly as this world is a corridor 
to Olam Habah.

When we come to Chaggai, Zech-
aria and Malachi, we have to realize 
that they knew that they were going 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 107
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Sinai Academy to Pay Tribute to  
R’ Avrohom and Marilyn Reisman

Sinai Academy is proud to 
be dedicating its upcoming An-
niversary Dinner in memory of 
two outstanding individuals, 
R’ Avrohom and Mrs. Marilyn 
Reisman, A”H, the parents of 
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman, Rosh 
Yeshivas Torah Vodaas and Rov 
of Agudas Yisroel of Madison.

The Reismans have always been dear friends of Sinai Academy, and 
have helped support the Yeshiva in many ways. R’ Avrohom would often 
relate the story of how, as a young Holocaust survivor, he was forced onto 
a train headed to Russia by the guards at the train station. Desperate to 
escape, he daringly jumped off the train and eventually he somehow made 
his way to America. “If I had not jumped off the train,” he told his family, 
“I could have easily been one of the millions of Yidden who lost their con-
nection to Yiddishkeit during the Communist era. And who knows? My 
own son could have been one of these Sinai students.”

It was a thought that was always at the back of his mind and no doubt 
the catalyst that led him to generously assist Sinai Academy, even serving 
as Guest of Honor at a Sinai Dinner years ago.

Upon arriving in New York, R’ Avrohom married his eishes chayil 
Marilyn, who is originally from the Lower East Side. A true Oved Hash-
em, R’ Avrohom would rise early in the morning to 

learn and only afterwards he would go to work. He was also recognized 
as a tremendous ba’al chesed.

Marilyn Reisman, who was niftar just a few short months ago, shared 
her husband’s enthusiasm for helping Sinai. She organized the first two 
Ladies’ Tea parties for the Yeshiva, which were held at Menorah Hall. 
Family friends relate that she could be seen stuffing envelopes and licking 
stamps on behalf of the Yeshiva, tirelessly working to ensure that these 
events would be successful. Mrs. Reisman was also actively involved with 
the Kosonier Bikur Cholim and other chesed activities. 

It is said that R’ Avrohom Reisman would often sit in his car and watch 
as Yeshiva children would board their buses. Having been deprived of the 
joys of seeing Yiddishe kinderlach during the horrors of the Holocaust, 
this gave him tremendous pleasure. It’s a pleasure that many of us take 
for granted.

Sinai Academy is truly honored to be dedicating its upcoming Anni-
versary Dinner in memory of R’ Avrohom and Mrs. Marilyn Reisman. 
May their legacy serve as a shining example for all.

to be last prophets in Klal Yisroel. 
They were preparing the Jewish 
people with the chizuk with how to 
handle the ensuing difficulties of the 
long period of galus that we still find 
ourselves enmeshed in. And that is 
why it is so important to study their 
specific prophecies which will be the 
focus of Rabbi Reisman’s Hakhel lec-
tures for the next seven legal holiday 
Yarchei Kallahs.

Rabbi Yosef Viener, Mora D’As-
ra of K’hal Sha’ar HaShomayim in 
Monsey and former Rav of the Agu-
dath Israel of Flatbush was the sec-
ond speaker at the Memorial Day 
Hakhel Yarchei Kallah. He spoke on 
the theme of “Harnessing our Time, 
Talents and Resources for a Lasting 
Kabbalas Hatorah.”

Rabbi Viener began by recalling 
how Rav Avrohom Pam, zt”l in his 
Haggadah brings a commentary by 
the Sforno (a 16th Century Italian To-
rah scholar) who discusses the first 
mitzvah that Hashem commanded 
the Jewish nation through Moshe 
Rabbeinu – that of establishing and 
determining the Rosh Chodesh, the 
beginning of the Jewish months. Ha-
kodesh Baruch Hu thereby gave us 
as Jews for all time the key to con-
trolling time.
Understanding the True 
Definition of a Free Person

One has to understand what a 
ben chorin, a free person is. If Hash-
em is giving us life, we have to utilize 
this gift properly. The opposite of a 
tzadik, righteous person is a rasha, 
a wicked person and the opposite 
of a chacham (wise man) is a tiposh 
(fool.) How to spend our time and 
not waste our limited time in our 
lives is our challenge.

What is the connection between 
Pesach and Shavuos? We didn’t mer-
it to be granted metzias Mitzrayim, 
the exodus from Egypt by G-d ex-
cept to become free from Egyptian 
bondage in order to become devoted 
avodim, servants to Hashem by ac-
cepting the Torah at Har Sinai.

This Rabbi Viener admitted can 
be a very difficult challenge to us 
who have been blessed to live in a 
medina shel chesed [a kind nation 
which does not persecute Jews] 
which although it allows us to free-
ly study Torah and perform mitz-
vahs; nevertheless, places a great 
challenge to our Avodas Hashem 
because of the overall attitude [of 

the non-Jewish society in America] 
that one should utilize the concept 
of freedom not to solely become 
avodim to Hashem, but rather pur-
sue happiness (albeit so long as we 
don’t harm others.) Accepting this 
American attitude can be a serious 
challenge to a Jew’s proper relation-
ship to Hakodesh Baruch Hu.
Special Recent  
Knesset Committee

There was a special Knesset com-
mittee that was recently appointed 
to deal with the shocking prob-
lem of the dangerous violence that 
was pervasive in the Israeli public 
schools were the overwhelming 
majority of students and teachers 
were secular and had almost no To-
rah education. One member of the 
committee suggested that the solu-
tion required the placement of more 
armed policemen in the various 
public schools. Yet another member 
disagreed vehemently saying that it 
wasn’t possible to fund such a solu-
tion and rather what was needed 
was to install in each schools metal 
detectors that could discover if any 
student or visitor who was trying to 
sneak in guns or knives.

Rabbi Viener said that unbeliev-
ably nobody on the Knesset com-
mittee thought to interview any 
of the administrators in the many 
yeshivos [or Bais Yaakov schools] 
where such problems of serious 
dangerous outbreaks of student 
violence do not exist. What were 
the committee members afraid of 
with regards to just interviewing 
the hanhola of the Jewish religious 
schools in Eretz Yisroel? It would 
appear obviously that the apparent 
solution of instituting an awareness 
or teaching of Hashem who sees 
and cares about all of our actions 
was just too threatening for the sec-
ular Knesset committee members to 
seriously consider.
The Great Danger  
of a Medina shel Chesed

A great part of yirah shomayim, 
respect of G-d is to understand the 
great danger of living in a medina 
shel chesed, where one may uncon-
sciously absorb dangerous non-To-
rah perspectives of what freedom is. 
We as frum Jews have a responsibil-
ity to make an effort to avoid being 
influenced by such spiritually harm-
ful concepts.

Rabbi Moshe Bergman, Rav of 
Khal Beni Avrohom Yaakov of 

Flatbush and Dayan and Maggid 
Shiur on Choshen Misphat gave a 
fascinating lecture on “Halachos of 
Bein Adam L’Chaveriro: Practical 
Situations and Solutions.” Among 
the questions he brought up and 
analyzed were what items can one 
borrow without permission For 
example could one use someone’s 
else’s seforim or shtender in shul 
without permission or how about 
using a store’s facilities if you don’t 
intend to purchase anything?

Concluding last week’s Memori-
al Day Hakhel Yarchei Kallah Event 
was a special audio-visual presen-
tation by Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovits, 
internationally renowned posek and 

author and Rosh Hakollelim of Li-
nas HaTzedek, the Center of Jewish 
Values on the topic of “Frequently 
Asked Questions” such as giving 
tzedakah twice in proximity, expired 
collection letters and turning the 
poor away.

Those unable to attend can pur-
chase CDs of the Memorial Day 
Hakhel lectures by calling Mr. Zal-
man Umlas at (718) 252-5274. The 
next legal holiday Hakhel Yarchei 
Kallah will be next month on Mon-
day, July 4th at the Agudath Israel of 
Madison, corner of Avenue S and 
East 22nd Street, beginning at 9 A.M. 
Admission is free. For more details 
please call (718) 253-5497.

Hakhel Memorial Day Yarchei Kallah Highlights the Importance of Good Endings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 106
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 “ � e time of the 
giving of our Torah …” 

(Shavuos Amidah)
Rav Chaim Volozhiner says that 

the greater the joy a person expe-
riences when studying Torah, the 
more easily he will remember it. 

� e Chofetz Chaim related how 
he once heard an old man describe 
the Kaiser’s visit to his village more 
than seventy years before. � e man 
recalled the color of the Kaiser’s hat, 
his decorated horse, and the mi-
nutest details of the visit. Since the 
experience had le�  such an impres-
sion on the man, he had no trouble 
remembering every part of the expe-
rience decades later.   

� e Chofetz Chaim added that 
were we to be as excited about To-
rah, we, too, would remember ev-
erything we learned.

“� e time of the 
giving of our Torah…” 

(Shavuos Amidah)
A merchant ordered a wagon to 

take him to the fair to buy merchan-
dise. He told the driver that he must 
get to the fair on time, and the driv-
er promised that he would get him 
there. 

Unfortunately, the winter roads 
made it di�  cult to travel, and the 
merchant missed the fair entirely. 
� e driver demanded payment, but 
the merchant refused to pay. 

� ey went together to the rabbi 
to present their arguments. � e rab-
bi sided with the merchant, since the 
driver had not ful� lled his promise. 

� e driver questioned the rabbi’s 
decision. “How do you know that?” 
he asked.  

“It says in the Torah that if a 
worker fails to deliver, he cannot 
claim his payment,” the rabbi re-
sponded.

“And when was the Torah given?” 
the driver challenged. 

“On Shavuos, of course!” said the 
rabbi. 

“Aha!” cried the driver. “� e To-
rah was given in good weather! Of 
course it wouldn’t understand what 
it’s like to drive on the winter roads!” 

Unfortunate as it might have 
been for the driver, the folly of his 
argument is clear. Hashem gave an 
eternal Torah to the Jewish people, 
and it is foolish to claim that circum-
stances require it to be modi� ed.  

 “� e time of the 
giving of our Torah ...” 

(Shavuos Amidah)

Rav Elya Meir Bloch made a com-
mitment to learn Torah for at least 
one hour every day, come what may. 
O� en he would be busy all day rais-
ing money for the yeshivah, yet no 
matter how late at night he returned, 
and no matter how tired he was, he 
would study for at least one hour.

Towards the end of his life Rav 
Elya Meir became very ill. Yet, each 
day a student would visit him in the 
hospital and study with him. Once, 
he was so weak he could hardly keep 
his eyes open. He told the visiting 
student, “Please study out loud. Even 
if I can’t follow along, I want to be 
able to hear words of Torah.”  

“We will do and we will listen ...” 
(Shemos 19:8)

Rav Aharon Kotler had to travel 
most of the week, in order to raise 

funds for his yeshivah in Lakewood, 
New Jersey. It was a di�  cult and 
tedious task, and he o� en returned 
home with little to show for his ef-
forts. Over the weekends, he relished 
every moment he could spend with 
his students, studying, teaching, and 
answering their questions. 

He once said, “Do you think it 
is easy for me to tear myself away 
from what I love most? When I leave 
the yeshivah, I feel as though I have 
been detached from life support! But 
I am not constantly on the road just 
because the yeshivah needs funds. 
A� er all, the yeshivah is not mine. 
It belongs to Hashem, Giver of the 
Torah and Owner of all the silver 
and gold.

 “If Hashem wanted, He could 
inspire a wealthy person to provide 
all our needs. But Hashem wants the 
yeshivah to be in dire need. He wants 
me to take time from study to travel, 
in order for people to hear about the 
greatness and importance of Torah. 
For that alone it is all worth it!” 

“We will do 
and we will listen ...” 

(Shemos 19:8)
Rav Ezra Attia was teaching his 

students the section in the Talmud 
(Kiddushin 30a) about honoring 
one’s parents. The students were 
very bright and the discussion be-
came quite lively. 

� e Talmud relates how the great-
est rabbis would stand up for their 
parents and show them tremendous 
respect. Rav Attia asked one of the 
young men if he stood up when his 
mother entered the room.

 “No,” the student replied, “I 
guess because my mother never 
asked me to.” 

Rav Attia closed his Gemara and 
said gently, “We’ll stop here for to-
day. With Hashem’s help we’ll con-
tinue from here tomorrow — a� er 
you’ve told me that you ful� lled the 
mitzvah of standing up for your par-
ents! � ere is no purpose to learn-
ing if we do not ful� ll what we have 
learned.”

“� e time of the 
giving of our Torah ...” 

(Shavuos liturgy)
Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshischa 

gathered his followers together on 
the day a� er Shavuos. He told them 

that immediately following the giv-
ing of the Ten Commandments, 
Hashem told Moshe to instruct the 
nation to return to their tents (De-
varim 5:27). � is means that even 
a� er they received the Torah, the 
main concern was that they apply it 
in their homes. 

Torah was not given to the Jew-
ish people to be kept only in shul; 
rather, it is to be observed in every 
area of one’s life. Only then can it be 
said that one has truly accepted the 
Torah. 

“� e time of the 
giving of our Torah ...” 

(Shavuos liturgy)
� e Torah scholar is referred to 

as a talmid chacham, the student of 
a wise person, rather than merely 
a chacham, a wise man. � is is be-
cause one never outgrows his need 
to grow in Torah study. 

Rabbi Yosef Feldman, a shul rab-
bi in Baltimore, was once studying 
late in the evening. 

A congregant saw him and re-
marked, “Rabbi, why are you study-
ing? I thought you had already grad-
uated!” 

Indeed, the obligation to contin-
ue learning Torah continues until 
the day one dies. Moreover, the in-
dividual’s need for a rebbi lasts just 
as long. Even when one’s rebbi is no 
longer alive, the true student always 
tries to � gure out what his rebbi’s 
opinion would be and how his rebbi 
would have resolved the problem.

“� e time of the 
giving of our Torah ...” 

(Shavuos liturgy)
A young student asked Rav Mor-

dechai Gi� er how he retained what 
he had learned so well. Rav Gi� er 
answered the boy that when he sailed 
from Europe to America shortly be-
fore the Second World War, his food 
supply ran out a couple of days be-
fore reaching America. All he had 
le�  were a few drops of whiskey and 
a small piece of bread.  

He treasured each drop and ev-
ery crumb as if it were gold, because 
he did not know when he would 
have more. When a person regards 
each word of Torah as precious as 
those drops and crumbs, he has 
no problem retaining what he has 
learned.

RABBI EPHRAIM NISENBAUM

Power Points on Shavuos

                    Tired of throwing out food? No BPA

Organize your kitchen clutter NOW!!!
Get rid of your freezer mess! –

No more UFO’s! (Unidenti�ed foreign objects)
FREE GIFTS to all Kallah orders over $275.00

Minimum-10% FREE products plus MORE!!
Call Rochelle Rothman at 718-258-0415 

to �nd out details

Your Kitchen CAN look like this!!
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Many of the guidelines of accept-
ing geirim (converts to Judaism) are 
based on Megillas Rus and the man-
ner whereby Rus was brought into 
the fold through her mother-in-law, 
Naomi. Many commentators discuss 
the question of Rus’ halachic status at 
the time of her “return” from the � elds 
of Moav to Bethlehem. If she had al-
ready converted to Judaism before her 
marriage to Machlon, why was there 
a need to go through the conversion 
process again, and why did Naomi at-
tempt to discourage her from return-
ing to Bethlehem? If she was not con-
verted earlier, then she had the status 
of a gentile. If so, why was there a need 
to perform yibum (levirate marriage) 
through Boaz or some other member 
of her dead husband’s family?

Bach, in his commentary to Rus 
called Meishiv Nefesh, explains based 
on the remarks of Rambam (Hil. Isurei 
Biah 13:15) that in the days of Kings 
David and Shlomo, the batei dinim 
(Jewish courts) did not accept geirim. 
In David’s days, there was a concern 
that converts would join out of fear of 
his great military power, while in the 
days of Shlomo there was concern that 
the gentiles would be attracted by the 
prosperity and tranquility of the Jew-
ish nation. Nonetheless, there were 
some informal courts that accepted 
converts on a trial basis. If the geirim 
would prove their loyalty and sincerity 
to Judaism, their conversion would be 
accepted retroactively; if not, it would 
be invalidated.

Bach says that this may explain the 
conversions of Rus and Orpah. When 
they originally converted, their geirus 
was questionable, as it may have been 
motivated by their desire to marry 
the sons of the rich and distinguished 
Elimelech. When Elimelech and then 
Machlon and Kilyon died, their con-
version was put to the supreme test. 
Would they abandon their new reli-
gion now that the motivating factors 
had disappeared, or would they show 
their loyalty to Judaism by returning 
with Naomi? When Naomi discour-
aged them from returning with her, 
Orpah departed while Rus clung to 
her (1:14), thereby displaying that her 
earlier conversion had been sincere.

Rus is the quintessential example 
of a righteous convert to Judaism. � e 
Gemara (Yevamos 24b) says that gei-
rim will not be accepted in the Mes-
sianic era. � is is because it is feared 
that gentiles will desire to join Klal 
Yisrael in order to bene� t from the 

great success and honor that Jews will 
achieve at that time.

Old Williamsburgers will remem-
ber the famous ger tzedek, Reb Avro-
hom Abramson, a former priest who 
converted to Judaism. He married 
and raised a family of exemplary bnei
Torah. He was a talmid chacham and 
would o� en attend the shiurim of R’ 
Shlomo Heiman, who served as Rosh 
Yeshivah of Torah Vodaath from the 
mid-1930’s until his untimely death 
in 1944. When Rav Shlomo taught the 
sugya (Talmudic topic) in Yevamos 
about accepting converts in the Mes-
sianic era, he turned to Reb Avrohom 
and, with the cherubic, warm smile he 
was famous for, he said, “Reb Avro-
hom! Du host arein gechapt!” (“Reb 
Avrohom! You converted just in time, 
before it was too late.”)

lkgp 'v okah – May Hashem re-
ward your action and may your pay-
ment be full from Hashem, the G-d of 
Israel, under Whose wings you have 
come to seek refuge (2:12).

What is the signi� cance of the ex-
pression May your payment be full 
from Hashem? Was there any reason 
for Rus to be shortchanged and not 
given the full reward that was due her? 
� e answer can be understood based 
on the Gemara (Yevamos 48b) which 
discusses the painful issue of why con-
verts are o� en a�  icted with su� ering, 
frequently enduring hardship. The 
Gemara o� ers a number of reasons for 
this, the last of which is because “they 
held themselves back from entering 
under the wings of the Shechinah and 
delayed their conversion to Judaism.” 
As a proof of this reason, the Gemara 
cites the aforementioned pasuk about 
Rus who received full payment for her 
conversion because, as Rashi explains, 
it was done quickly and without undue 
delay. � is is a bene� t which eludes the 
overwhelming majority of geirim who 
do tarry in converting.

R’ Yaakov of Lissa, in his brief com-
mentary to Rus entitled Imrei Yosher, 
is puzzled by this Gemara. Is there an 
obligation for a gentile to convert to 
Judaism? Furthermore, Rambam (Hil. 
Isurei Biah 13:14) requires that pro-
spective converts be discouraged from 
joining Klal Yisrael until their sinceri-
ty is determined. If so, why must a ger
endure hardships and punishments 
because he took too long to commit 
himself to becoming a Jew?

He explains that the motivating fac-
tor that drives a non-Jew to convert is a 
Nitzutz D’Kedusha, a spark of holiness, 
that is deeply imbedded in his soul. � is 

spark gives him no rest until it is freed 
from its spiritual bondage through 
conversion. Quite o� en it takes a long 
time for the non-Jew to yield to this 
pressure and take the irreversible step 
of geirus. He only does so when life be-
comes unbearable for him due to this 
internal spiritual stress. � us, a convert 
o� en endures hardships and su� ering 
because he delayed the release of this 
Nitzutz D’Kedusha. � e greatness of 
Rus was that as soon as she realized 
that she had within her this spark of 
holiness (which eventually developed 
into David HaMelech, the forebear of 
Mashiach), she did not delay, but im-
mediately converted. � is earned her a 
payment in full from Hashem and the 
incomparable privilege of becoming 
the “Mother of Royalty.”

Hagahos Yaavetz (to Yevamos 48b) 
gives a slightly di� erent reason why Rus 
earned a full reward for her actions. He 
explains that although a gentile is not 
obligated to convert to Judaism, if he 
becomes convinced of its truth he must 
do so. If he delays the conversion a� er 
this, he might lose the hisorerus (inspi-
ration) to become a ger. He will then 
be deserving of punishment, similar 
to a Jew who purposely delays the per-
formance of a Mitzvah. But Yaavetz 
concludes, a gentile is certainly not 
punished for failing to convert before 
he is convinced of the truth of Judaism 
and then resolves to become a ger. � e 
greatness of Rus was that she did not 
delay. As soon as she realized the truth 
she immediately took that momentous 
step of converting, thereby earning a 
full reward from Hashem.

� ere is an important ethical les-
son here that applies not only to gei-
rim, but to all Jews. When a person 
has a hisorerus to do a mitzvah or un-
dertake a matter of spiritual improve-
ment, he should not delay in bringing 
the hisorerus to fruition. � e longer it 
takes to do so, the more likely that the 
hisorerus will dissipate.

In fact, the failure to utilize mo-
ments of hisorerus is not simply a 
missed opportunity for achieving 
spiritual greatness. � ere can be gen-
erations-long consequences and re-
percussions. � is is clearly evident 
from the tragic departure of Orpah 
from Naomi. Both Rus and Orpah ini-
tially agreed to accompany Naomi to 
set out on the road to return to the land 
of Judah (1:7). Naomi tried to discour-
age them but they persevered, saying, 
“No, we will return with you to your 
people” (1:10). Again Naomi tried 
to dissuade them. � is time, Orpah 

kissed her mother-in-law and returned 
to her people and to her gods…but Rus 
clung to her and remained (1:14, 15).

� e Midrash (Rus Rabbah 2:20) says 
that on that very night when Orpah le�  
Naomi, she quickly sank to the depths 
of depravity and sin. � e two sisters 
would never meet again, although their 
respective descendants, David and the 
giant, Goliath the Philistine, would, a 
century later, face each other on a bat-
tle� eld. David would slay the wicked 
giant who had blasphemed the Name 
of Hashem (see I Shmuel 17:49, 50).

Life presents many opportunities to 
grow in the service of Hashem. A per-
son must utilize moments of hisorerus
and not let them disappear. � is idea 
is sharply contrasted in the Torah’s de-
scription of the ambition of Terach to 
go to Eretz Canaan and that of his son 
Avram to do so. At the end of Parashas 
Noach (Bereishis 11:31), the Torah says 
that Terach took his family and they 
departed from Ur Kasdim to go to the 
land of Canaan. It was a nice plan, but 
Terach didn’t make it there. � e next 
pasuk says, They arrived at Charan 
and they settled there. Later, the Torah 
shows how Avram did achieve his goal 
to settle in Eretz Canaan: � ey le�  to go 
to the land of Canaan, and they came to 
the land of Canaan (12:5). Both Terach 
and Avram aspired for the privilege of 
settling in Eretz Yisrael. Terach quickly 
lost interest and gave up while Avram 
persevered, until he was successful in 
reaching the Land.

� is powerful lesson in life is par-
ticularly relevant with the approach 
of Shavuos, the time of the giving of 
our Torah. � ere is no quick and easy 
way to greatness in Torah and avodas
Hashem. A person must utilize the mo-
ments of hisorerus he experiences and 
must be able to overcome the inevitable 
obstacles placed in his way by the ye-
tzer hara. � en, with siyata diShmaya, 
he can hope for great success in a life 
devoted to Torah and mitzvos.

Moments of Hisorerus
REPRINTED FROM "RAV PAM ON THE FESTIVALS" BY RABBI SHOLOM SMITH, PUBLISHED BY ARTSCROLL
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Thoughts On The Minhag Of Learning Torah On Leil Shavuos 
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

One of the extremely common 
minhagim on Shavuos is to stay up 
all night learning Torah. What is the 
signi� cance of this minhag, and what 
can we learn from it in terms of our 
general avodah of Shavuos? 

One explanation given for this 
minhag (by the Magen Avrohom) 
is based upon a Midrash that when 
Klal Yisroel accepted the Torah, the 
night beforehand they went to sleep, 
and had to be woken up for Kabbalas 
HaTorah. � is was a chisaron, lack, 
on their part, and in order to be me-
sakein, � x up, this chisaron, we stay 
up all night learning Torah. 

As an aside, we must ask why Klal 
Yisroel went to sleep the night before 
Shavuos? Some answer that they want-
ed to get well rested, in order to accept 
the Torah with Tzelilus HaDaas (with 
clarity of thought). Others answer that 
the Yidden were on such a high spiri-
tual level that they were afraid that they 
would lose themselves and not be able 
to continue existence. {� ere is even a 
story of one of the great Chassidic Reb-
beim, who reached such a high spiritual 
level that he actually died from the De-
vaikus he experienced.}Going to sleep 
was a way that Klal Yisroel would re-
main in Olam Hazeh. 

Whatever the cheshbonos were for 
their going to sleep, it was a taanah 
on them that they had to be woken up 
for Mattan Torah. {Perhaps we can 
explain the taanah based upon the 
fact that many Gedolim were known 
to be able to set their internal “alarm 
clocks” to wake up without any exter-
nal alarm clocks. Because the Yidden 
weren’t on this level, and had to be 
woken up by Hashem, there was a ta-
anah on them. 

A similar explanation is that when 
a person feels excited about some-
thing happening the next day, he will 
sometimes be able to wake up all by 
themselves. We can o� en see this 
with children, who will tend to wake 
up early when they are excited about 
an upcoming trip or outing. � e ta-
anah on Klal Yisroel was that they 
didn’t feel so excited about Matan 
Torah to the extent that they would 
wake up all by themselves. 

By staying up all night learning 
Torah with anticipation for Matan 
Torah, we are showing excitement 
and anticipation for Matan Torah, 
which will be a Tikun for a lack of 
such a feeling by our forefathers on 
the day of Matan Torah.}

The Yeshuos Yaakov gives an-
other explanation for this minhag. 

In order to understand his explana-
tion, we must introduce the following 
question: We know that Klal Yisroel 
said, “Naaseh Venishma” when they 
accepted the Torah by Har Sinai. 
� e Meforshim ask that we � nd a 
seeming contradiction to Klal Yis-
roel accepting the Torah willingly, 
by the famous statement of Chazal 
that “Kafah Aleihem Har Kegigis”. 
{Hashem put Har Sinai over Klal Yis-
roel like a barrel, and told them that 
they would have to accept the Torah 
or the mountain would descend and 
kill them. � is would seem to imply 
that Klal Yisroel had to be forced in 
order to be Mekabeil the Torah.}

One of the answers given (in the 
Midrash Tanchuma) is that Klal Yis-
roel accepted the Torah Shebichsav 
(the Written Torah) willingly, but the 
Torah She’Ball Peh was only accepted 
by the force of “Kafah Aleihem Har 
Kegigis”. 

Another thing to keep in mind is 
the Midrash which said that when 
Moshe Rabbeinu was up in Shamay-
im for 40 days, he knew it was day 
when Torah Shebichsav was being 
learned, and the learning of Torah 
She’Ball Peh was a sign that it was 
night. This shows us that the day 
is more related to Torah She’bich-
sav, and the night is more related to 
learning Torah She’Ball Peh. {We 
even � nd that Chazal tell us that a 
person learns most of his Chochmah 
at night. � e Rambam also said that 
in order to acquire the “Keser To-
rah” one must be sure that he doesn’t 
waste even one night in unimportant 
things, but rather spend every night 
in Limud HaTorah.}

Now we can understand the rea-
son why we stay up all night learning 
Torah on Shavuos.  Klal Yisroel had 
a chisaron in their Kabbalas HaTo-
rah in terms of not accepting Torah 
She’Ball Peh willingly. � erefore, we 
stay up all night on Shavuos learn-
ing Torah, as this shows that we are 
accepting even Torah She’Ball Peh 
willingly. {The Torah we learn at 
night relates to Torah She’Ball Peh, 
as explained previously. � erefore, by 
willingly learning Torah at night, we 
are showing that we accept even this 
part of Torah willingly, as opposed 
to the forced acceptance of Torah 
She’Ball Peh at Har Sinai.}

� e Sefas Emes gives another ex-
planation for this minhag. Chazal 
tell us that “Im Shamata Beyashan 
Tishma Bechadash” (if you hear the 
old Torah you will hear the new To-
rah). � is means that the zechus of 

learning and reviewing the Torah we 
know already is a segulah for us to be 
zoche to learn newer parts of the To-
rah. {Perhaps the logic to this is that if 
Hashem, Kiveyachol, sees that we are 
trying our best to learn the Torah we 
have already, this will be a reason for 
Hashem to give us even more Torah 
in the future.}

� e Sefas Emes said that this is 
the reason that we spend the night of 
Shavuos learning the Torah we have 
learned already. By showing our com-
mitment to learning and reviewing the 
Torah, we show Hashem that we are 
� tting for a new Kabbalas HaTorah. 

We can give a similar explanation 
based upon the writings of Maran 
Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l. Rav Aharon 
said that sometimes we feel a yetzer 
hora that if it is hard for us to learn 
even a little Torah, then it will cer-
tainly be harder for us to learn a lot 
of Torah. Rav Aharon said that real-
ly the opposite is true. Chazal teach 
us that if we are Shomea (hear the 
Torah) then Mashmiin Oso Harbey 
(Hashem will help us to hear great-
er amounts of Torah). � erefore, if 
we learn more and more Torah, it 
will become progressively easier for 
us to learn Torah. {� is is similar to 
what Chazal tell us that the di�  culty 
of accepting the Torah is only at the 
beginning, and a� er that, “Yeerav 
Lachem”. A hint to this is that the 
� rst beracha we say in Birchas HaTo-
rah is “Laasok Bedivrei Torah”, but 
afterwards we say “Vehaarev Na”. 
� is hints that � rst we must involve 
ourselves in Aisek HaTorah, even if it 
is di�  cult. However, if we persist, it 
will become “geshmak”, sweet.}

Now we can explain that through 
learning Torah with hasmadah on 
Leil Shavuos, we get so connected to 
Torah that Hashem will give us spe-
cial Siyata Dishmaya to accept the 
Torah properly the next day. 

Another explanation to our min-
hag is based upon the fact that, as is 
well known, Shavuos is the yahrtzeit 
of Dovid HaMelech. {� is is also one 
of the reasons that we lain Megilas 
Rus on Shavuos.}

Dovid HaMelech represents over-
coming sleep, as Chazal tell us that he 
didn’t sleep more than Shisin Nish-
min. {It is a question what this was. 
However, whatever amount of sleep 
it was, not sleeping more than this 
de� nitely showed overcoming sleep 
to some extent.}

Now we can understand why we 
stay up all night learning Torah on 
Leil Shavuos, as this shows that we 

are connecting to Dovid HaMelech 
by overcoming sleep. It is interesting 
to note that similarly, on the Ush-
pizin of Dovid HaMelech (Hoshana 
Rabbah), there is also a minhag to 
spend the entire night staying up to 
learn Torah. � e Seudah which is re-
lated to Dovid HaMelech, Melaveh 
Malkah, is also held on Motzai Shab-
bos, which therefore requires us to 
overcome sleep to some extent.

We can also explain the signi� cance 
of this minhag based upon the fact that 
one of the Kinyanei HaTorah is Miut 
Shainah, limiting sleep. Therefore, 
through limiting sleep, we are showing 
that we are � tting for Kabbalas HaTo-
rah. � is is also related to what Chazal 
tell us that “Ain HaTorah Miskayemes 
Ela Bemi Shemaimis Atzmo Aleha” 
(the Torah only remains by someone 
that kills himself over it). � us, by 
overcoming our basic urges for phys-
ical activities and instead learning To-
rah, we show that we deserve to be a 
� tting receptacle for Torah. 

� e Sefas Emes gives another log-
ic for the minhag to stay up all night 
learning Torah. Chazal tell us that 
when a boy starts to speak, his father 
must teach him Torah. We also know 
that before Yetzias Mitzraim, Klal 
Yisroel had a lack in their ability to 
speak properly. {� is probably does 
not mean that they couldn’t physical-
ly speak. It may have meant that they 
couldn’t speak on a high spiritual 
level, lacking in their ability to daven 
and learn properly. � is is referred to 
as the “Galus HaDibur”. }

When the Yidden went through 
Yetzias Mitzraim and the Yemei 
HaSe� rah, the Zohar HaKadosh said 
that they overcame this lack of Dibur 
(speech) and acquired the ability to 
speak. {� is is one of the reasons for 
the name Pesach, as this represents, 
“Peh Sach”, the mouth speaks.}

Now we can understand why we 
spend the whole night of Shavuos 
learning Torah. Now that we have 
acquired the ability to speak, through 
Yetzias Mitzraim and the Yemei 
HaSe� rah, the Avodah for Klal Yis-
roel is to use our speech properly 
through Limud HaTorah. 

In conclusion, the gematria of Leil 
Shavuos Dovid is equal to Moshiach 
Tzidkenu Mehayra. In the zechus of 
learning from the minhag Yisroel of 
Limud HaTorah on Leil Shavuos to 
overcome gashmiyus in order to learn 
Torah and to increase our Limud and 
Chazarah of Torah, may we soon see 
the coming of Moshiach Tzidkenu, 
who descends from Dovid HaMelech.
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“Rabbi Levitas of Yavneh said: Be 

exceedingly humble for the antici-
pated end of mortal men is worms.” 
(Avos 4:4)

In the above quoted mishna, the 
word tikvah means “to anticipate” 
but can also be translated, hope. As 
outrageous as this sounds, Rabbi 
Levitas is teaching us a great secret: 
the “hope” of mankind is rooted in 
our ability to contemplate our own 
inevitable end.

Unlike animals, humans are con-
scious of their pending mortality and 
this morbid awareness is at once dis-
tressing but exhilarating. � is knowl-
edge is a gi�  from Hashem that helps 
us prioritize and focus our limited 
time on earth to our utmost advan-
tage. 

Although we are repulsed by 
death and mourn our eventual pass-
ing, “When we have shu�  ed o�  this 
mortal coil” (Shakespeare’s Ham-
let), in truth, dying is our ultimate 
salvation and mankind’s greatest 
impetus to achievement and glory.  

We thus � nd the Talmud exhort-
ing a person on the verge of suc-
cumbing to animal desires to, “Re-
mind himself of the day of death!” 

Although an extreme measure 
which carries with it the danger of 
depression and therefore last on the 
list of recommended strategies, its 
shock value o� ers a foolproof meth-
od to curb uncontrollable urges. 

The Talmud comments that 
when Hashem declared the world 
tov-meod, exceedingly good, He 
referred speci� cally to the advent 
of death! � e sad truth is that the 
prospect of dying fuels urgency to 
our living and adds dimension and 
de� nition to our parceled time on 
earth. 

� is idea explains the verse Ko-
heles which states, “It is better to go 
to the house of mourning, than to 
go to the house of feasting; for that 
is the end of all men; and the living 
will lay it to his heart!”

� e novelty of this verse is the 
following. The shechinah can be 
found at a wedding ceremony, as the 
Talmud informs us, “If a man and 
woman are worthy, the Divine Pres-
ence rests between them!”

Rabbi Avigdor Miller, zt”l, once 
said that this phenomenon begins 
immediately under the chuppah! 

Despite the obvious benefit of 
basking in the presence of Hashem, 
the possuk in Koheles advises us to 
choose the house of mourning, to be 
reminded of our own temporal and 
� eeting existence. 

An unusual aspect of the mishna 
is the emphasis to be, “exceeding-
ly humble.” � e mishna wishes to 
convey that much danger awaits the 
arrogant man and the extreme lan-
guage underscores the urgency to 
develop the trait of humility.

We � nd the greatest of Rabbis in 
the Talmud who pursued this agen-
da and rendered themselves humble 
at every opportunity. 

In Talmud Yevamos, Rabbi Akiva 
met the brilliant Yonason, younger 
brother to the great Rabbi Dosa ben 
Hurkines. Yonason triumphed over 
Rabbi Akiva in a halachic debate and 
commented to his adversary on his 
Torah acumen with the statement, 
“You have not reached the level of a 
cattle herder,” to which Rabbi Aki-
va volunteered, “I have not even 
reached the level of a sheep herder!” 

My Mir mesivta Rebbe, Rabbi 
Chaim Pruzansky, zt”l, told us of 
the Chofetz Chaim who when pass-
ing a cemetery would bend over and 
mutter to himself, “Yisroel Meir… 
you here!”

When one is occupied in the re-
stroom and prohibited from think-
ing words of Torah, the Mishna Ber-
ura advises us to contemplate our 
� eeting stay in this world and how 
trivial and insignificant we truly 
are… this leads a person to count-
er the tendency to be arrogant and 
boastful!

If we develop the attribute of hu-
mility, we are cognizant of G-d’s 
limitless intelligence and His inex-
haustible kindnesses extended to 
every human being. 

As the Talmud Yerushalmi re-
minds us, we will be held account-
able for every pleasure extended to 
us in this world and reprimanded 
for not appreciating His munifi-
cence and compassion. 

I recently asked a physician in my 
shul to share with me a marvel of sci-
ence that never ceases to excite him 
that helps develop his appreciation 
and love of Hashem. 

He immediately told me about 
Cerebrospinal Fluid or CSF. 

This clear, colorless f luid, dis-
covered in 1764, � lls the cavities of 
the brain and the central canal of 
the spinal cord, provides life saving 
functions and serves as a vital diag-
nostic tool. 

CSF surrounds the brain and spi-
nal cord, providing lubrication and 
a cushion against shock. Produced 
in the ventricles of the brain, it also 
carries waste products away from the 
brain and spinal cord into the blood-
stream. 

The doctor became animated 
when he informed me that these 17 
precious ounces of � uid are contin-
uously produced and replaced every 
seven hours and maintains a precise, 
delicate balance and pressure neces-
sary to maintain life.

Absence humility, we take this 
world for granted or worse. A sense 
of entitlement and privilege be-
comes the norm and we are lulled 
into a self serving and unapprecia-
tive existence.  

� e Shaarei Teshuva writes that 
even when a person is very old and 
lacks enjoyment from this world, he 
can revel in the pleasure of sunlight 
and still develop ahavas Hashem!  

The Talmud comments that a 
pompous person “pushes away the 
Divine Presence” and  upon con-
fronting a haughty person, Hash-
em declares, “� is world isn’t big 
enough for the two of us!” 

At the conclusion of the shemona 
esrai we beseech G-d to assist us in ac-
quiring humility with the words, “Let 
my soul be like dust before all men!” 

This conversation segues well 
with Parshas Bamidbar. � e Mid-
rash asks why the Torah was given in 
a desert (and not in Eretz Yisrael or 
a lush environment), an empty and 
harsh environment devoid of life? 

� e Midrash answers: To teach 
us that a person must strive to make 
himself into a midbar he� er, a hum-
ble and barren desert, in order to 
study Torah! 

We must keep an open mind and 
be receptive to the ideas of others in 
order to succeed in Torah. In addi-
tion, the concept of negating oneself 
to a rebbe is imperative to achieve 
greatness in our learning. We see 
then, that through humility alone 
we will succeed in ruchnius.  

As it says in the concluding 
prayer of Aleinu, “To You all knees 
will be bent!” Ultimately, humanity 
will be subjugated before Hashem 
and forced to recognize the truth of 
His ability and the wealth of bene� ts 
received over a lifetime. 

By re� ecting upon our � nality we 
are motivated to realize our potential 
this moment and become the great hu-
man beings we were intended to be.

Rabbi Mehlman is the Rav of Congregation Ohav 
Sholom in NYC and the Executive Rabbinical 
Director of National Kosher Supervision.

RABBI AARON D. MEHLMAN

Pirkei Avos
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Stories for a Child's Heart   by: Rabbi Binyomin Pruzansky
Reprinted with permission from ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications

A GIFT TO REMEMBER

The Vaad L’Hatzola’s Nid-
chei Yisrael is an organi-
zation that was started 

to help Jewish people who live 
in Russia. Members of the Vaad 
o� en travel to Russia to speak to 
the Jews there. � ey bring along 
special gifts: tefillin, mezuzos, 
shofars, matzos, and other things 
the Russian Jews might need to 
help them live a Jewish life. � e 
people of the Vaad try their best 
to help the Jews in Russia keep 
the Torah and its mitzvos. 

One year, the community 
in Tbilisi, Georgia heard that 
members of the Vaad were 
coming to visit. The group 
would be led by Rav Mattisya-
hu Salomon, the famous Mash-
giach of Beth Medrash Govoha 
in Lakewood, New Jersey. 

The Jews of Tbilisi decid-
ed to do something special for 
their important guests. They 
arranged for students of the 
yeshivah to form a boys’ choir 
to sing beautiful songs for this 
special occasion. 

� e singers had learned their 
parts well. Their faces shone 
with pleasure and pride as they 
sang their beautiful songs for 
the visiting Vaad members. 

When the boys � nished sing-
ing, they le�  the stage and formed 
a line in front of Rav Salomon. 
� ey all wanted to get a berachah 
from this great tzaddik.

One by one, each boy stood 
before Rav Salomon and re-
ceived a berachah. 

One boy, whose name was 
Yuri, looked di� erent from the 
others. Yuri had sung with all 
the other boys in the choir. Now 
he waited quietly in line with 
his friends. But he was the only 
one of all the boys who was not 
wearing a yarmulke on his head.

Yuri believed that he did not 
need to wear a yarmulke. Yuri’s 
mother was Jewish, but his fa-
ther was not. Yuri did not know 
that children of Jewish mothers 
are Jews like all other Jews. He 
thought that because his father 
was not Jewish, he was not a real 
Jew. Yuri’s rebbis had told him 

over and over again that he was 
a real Jew like all other Jews. But 
Yuri did not believe them. � at’s 
why he never wanted to put on a 
yarmulke. 

At last Yuri stood before the 
Mashgiach, waiting for his be-
rachah.

Rav Salomon greeted him 
warmly. 

“Shalom Aleichem, my dear 
son,” Rav Salomon said with a 
smile. “What is your name?”

“My name is Yuri,” the boy 
answered.

“My dear Yuri, why is it that 
you are not wearing a yarmulke?” 

“Um … Um … I don’t need 
one,” answered Yuri.

“Well, I really want to give 
you a berachah, Yuri, but I’m 
sorry, I cannot give you one un-
less you are wearing a yarmulke 
on your head.”

Yuri could not believe what 
he was hearing. He really want-
ed to get a berachah from the 
great rav. But no one had told 
him that he would have to wear 
a yarmulke in order to get one! 

Now what should he do? 
Other boys were lined up be-
hind him, waiting for their turn 
to get a berachah. And Yuri did 
not have a yarmulke, not even 
in his pocket! 

Rav Salomon was speaking 
again. 

“Here, my son,” he said. “Let 
me � x this problem.” He li� ed 
his hat, took o�  his own black 
yarmulke, and gently placed it 
on top of Yuri’s head. � en he 
nodded.

“� ere. � at looks so much 
better,” he said. “� is is a pres-
ent from me to you.”

� en Rav Salomon gave Yuri 
a berachah.

Yuri walked away with a big 
smile on his face. He could not 
believe that Rav Salomon gave 
him his own yarmulke. Not just 
any yarmulke, but the one that 
was on the rav’s very own head! 
What an amazing gi� ! 

� e next day, the Chief Rab-
bi of Georgia, Rabbi Levine, was 
sitting in his o�  ce. � ere was a 

so�  knock on 
his door. 

“Yes, come in,” he called.
� e door opened, and there 

stood Yuri. A large black yar-
mulke was on his head. 

Rabbi Levine could not be-
lieve what he was seeing. Until 
now, Yuri had never agreed to 
put a yarmulke on his head, 
not even once. But now here he 
was, standing in Rabbi Levine’s 
o�  ce, looking as if he had been 
wearing a yarmulke all his life. 
He looked almost like a regular 
Jewish boy now. 

Why almost? Because Yuri 
was still wearing a necklace 
with a non-Jewish symbol on 
it. � is necklace was a present 
from his father. It was some-
thing that Yuri never took o� . 

But now Yuri walked up to 
the rabbi’s desk and said, “Rab-
bi, I want to tell you something.”

“Yes, go ahead, Yuri,” an-
swered Rabbi Levine.

“I never wanted to wear a 
yarmulke because I didn’t think 
I needed one. I had my neck-
lace, and I always felt that it 
gave me all the good luck and 
protection that I needed.

“But now that Rav Salomon 
gave me his yarmulke, I won’t 
need this necklace anymore. 
Hashem is going to protect me 
from now on.” 

Yuri didn’t wait for Rabbi 
Levine to answer. He pulled the 
necklace o�  and laid it on the 
rabbi’s desk.

Now he looked like a regular 
Jewish boy!

Rav Salomon could have 
made sure that Yuri got a new 
yarmulke from the Vaad. But 
instead, Rav Salomon gave Yuri 
his own yarmulke. He wanted 
to show Yuri that he loved him 
like a father loves a son. 

Rav Salomon’s beautiful act 
of kindness went straight to Yu-
ri’s heart. It helped him become 
a much better Jew. 

When you show a Jew that 
you truly care abou him, it can 
really make a di� erence in his 
life!

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

The Torah True 
Talking Zoo

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

Rafael
the Reindeer

I’m Rafael, the Reindeer, you can 
see each horn,
My antlers the top of my head 
adorn.

I love cold weather, the ice and 
snow!
I feed on Arctic plants, you know.

I’m a willing, efficient servant of 
man
I supply milk and meat the best 
I can

I’m found in Alaska & Canada too,
Hospitality I’ll discuss with you.
“Hachnosas Orchim” is a 
mitzvah true!
It should be observed by each 
Orthodox Jew!

Please serve Hashem with 
a willing heart,
Don’t let strangers from 
your door depart.

Invite them in & feed them well,
And when they leave they’ll 
feel quite swell!

When others guests come, 
be pleasant too!
For sure, Hashem knows 
“schar” is due!

Hachnosas Orchim:

Inviting Guests
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ה    ִמים ִבְלשֹון ַהִמְשנָׁ נּו ֲחכָׁ )ָאבֹות ו:א(… שָׁ   
The Sages taught [this chapter] in the language of the ִמְשנָׁה … 
 How many ִקים בֹות are there in ְפרָׁ  five or six? If you ,ַמֶסֶכת אָׁ
open any ִסדּור with בֹות ת after ִפְרֵקי אָׁ ה ְלַשבָׁ  you will find that there ,ִמְנחָׁ
are six ִקים  However, if you check many of the older printings of .ְפרָׁ
יֹות בֹות you may be surprised to discover that ,ִמְשנָׁ  contains only ַמֶסֶכת אָׁ
five ִקים ר׳ עֹוַבְדיָׁה ) In fact, we find that the standard commentators .ְפרָׁ
א יֹות on all the (ּתֹוְספֹות יֹום טֹוב and ִמַבְרְטנּורָׁ  are not found on the ִמְשנָׁ
sixth ֶפֶרק. What is the reason for this discrepancy? Why is this ֶפֶרק, 
which is called ה א ְדֵבי ֵאִליָׁהּו and is from ִקְנַין ּתֹורָׁ נָׁ  also found] (ֶפֶרק י״ז) ּתָׁ
in ִתי ֶפֶרק ו׳ ה ַרבָׁ בֹות added to [ַכלָׁ  ?ֶפֶרק as the sixth ִפְרֵקי אָׁ
 There are always exactly six weeks, and six תֹות  between ,ַשבָׁ
ם .ְשבּועֹות and ֶפַסח הָׁ  ְשבּועֹות explains that proper preparation for ַאבּוְדרָׁ
begins with learning about ִמדֹות טֹובֹות and diligence in ה  .learning ּתֹורָׁ
This is based upon the well-known ש ה in ִמְדרָׁ א ַרבָׁ ן ג׳) ַוִיְקרָׁ ה ט׳, ִסימָׁ שָׁ רָׁ  (פָׁ
which is encapsulated beautifully by the following oft-quoted words of 
ה :ֲחַז״ל ה ְלּתֹורָׁ ְדמָׁ  and diligence in ִמדֹות טֹובֹות These ideals of .ֶדֶרְך ֶאֶרץ קָׁ
ה ִקים learning are appropriately found in the first five ּתֹורָׁ בֹות of ְפרָׁ  .אָׁ
Therefore, each week leading to ְשבּועֹות we learn another ֶפֶרק. 
 This  would  have left  the  sixth  week,  which  is  the  week 
preceding ְשבּועֹות, the יֹום טֹוב of the giving of ה  of ֶפֶרק without any ,ּתֹורָׁ
its own. It is for this reason that the ַקְדמֹוִנים chose to add an additional 
ה which is devoted to teaching all about the ways of acquiring ,ֶפֶרק  ,ּתֹורָׁ
to be learned on the ת  .ְשבּועֹות before ַשבָׁ
 R’ Elya Lopian ַזַצ״ל once arrived home to find that the 
cleaning lady had just finished mopping the floor. R’ Elya did not want 
to cause her any distress by dirtying the floor that she had just worked 
so hard to clean, so he stood at the doorway of his house, vigorously 
wiping his feet on the doormat to remove any dirt that might have 
been stuck to the bottom of his shoes. 
 But he was not satisfied. He stood on one foot and lifted up 
the  other  to  check  the  sole  of  his  shoe  to  see  if  there  was  any 
remaining dirt. He then repeated the same inspection on the other 
foot. The cleaning lady stood there, amazed. She exclaimed, “In my 
life, I have never witnessed such consideration.” 
ה  ה ְלּתֹורָׁ ְדמָׁ  !ֶדֶרְך ֶאֶרץ קָׁ
 The custom to recite בֹות ת on ִפְרֵקי אָׁ ה after ַשבָׁ  between ִמְנחָׁ
ג is an old one. The subliminal message behind this ְשבּועֹות and ֶפַסח  ,ִמְנהָׁ
however, is a very timely one. Learning ה  requires preparation, and ּתֹורָׁ
the best preparation is learning ֶדֶרְך ֶאֶרץ.  

Adapted from: לקוטי שש (with kind permission from Rabbi Shlomo Schwartz) 

TorahThoughts
Focuson

         Middos
Dear Talmid, 
 As a young חּור  'R ,בָּ
Avrohom Mordechai Alter ַזַצ״ל, 
the ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת, had a large library 
of ִרים  After he married, he .ְספָּ
added more and more ִרים  to his ְספָּ
already overflowing collection. 
Bookcases were built and shelves 
added and, in time, the library of 
the Rebbe of Ger was considered 
one  of  the  most  famous 
throughout Poland. The Gaon R' 
Menachem Ziemba הי"ד said that 
there was not one ֵסֶפר in the 
enormous  library  in  which  the 
Rebbe was not conversant. In fact, 
most ִרים  had marginal notes in ְספָּ
the Rebbe’s handwriting.     
 When the ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת was 
asked to become Rebbe after the 
ה  ,ְשַפת ֱאֶמת of his father, the ְפִטירָּ
he refused. He had no wish to 
leave the learning in his library. 
Eventually he capitulated, and in 
1905 gave his first tisch on בּועֹות  .שָּ
It was not long before the ֲחִסיִדים 
realized that the new ַאְדמֹו״ר was 
bent on introducing radical new 
changes in their established way of 
life.   
 One of the first נֹות  the ַתקָּ
new Rebbe of Ger took a stand 
against was the tendency to daven 
late, past ה  He made a .ְזַמן ְתִפלָּ
נָּה  that davening must only be ַתקָּ
during ה  in all Gerrer ְזַמן ְתִפלָּ
shteiblach. One sincere ִסיד  cried חָּ
to the Rebbe that he could not 
perform          his          extensive 
pre-davening preparations with 
this new rule about keeping to  ְזַמן
ה  and his davening was now ,ְתִפלָּ
lacking its true ַטַעם, flavor.  
 The Rebbe answered that 
in ִפּטּום ַהְקֺטֶרת it says that if they 
would add even a tiny amount of 
honey to the mixture of ְקֺטֶרת, the 
smell  would  be  too  great  for  a 
human to bear. If so, asks the 
א  then why was it not ,ְבַרייתָּ
added? The answer is, the ה  תֹורָּ
forbids honey to be offered up to 
ֲעבֹוַדת  Obviously, enhancing our .ד׳
 in a way that is contrary to the ד׳
ה of the ִמְצֹות  ,would smell foul תֹורָּ
no matter how good a scent it 
seems to produce. ד׳ runs the 
world and He knows what He 
wants and what is best for us. 
 My ַתְלִמיד, often what 
appear to be “beautiful” ִמְצֹות are 
not so “beautiful.” Pushing others 
away in order to get to your seat is 
just one example. Can you think of 
others?     

 ֶרִבי Your  ,ְבְיִדידּות 
Story adapted from: The Yated Ne’eman 

 Although every ת בָּ  is a special ֶעֶרב שַׁ
time to learn ה ה there is a special ,ּתֹורָּ  to ְסֻגלָּ
learn on the ת בָּ בּועֹות before ֶעֶרב שַׁ  For the last .שָּ
48 days all of ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  has been counting each ְכלַׁ
day of the ה  to show their love for the ְסִפירָּ
giving of ה  We have the special opportunity .ּתֹורָּ
to enhance the upcoming ת בָּ  by יֹום טֹוב and שַׁ
greeting ת בָּ  with our most precious gift…the שַׁ
learning of ה   .ּתֹורָּ
 The International Pirchei ת בָּ  ֶעֶרב שַׁ
contest: During the weeks leading up to  ת לַׁ בָּ קַׁ
ה ּתֹורָּ ח and until הַׁ ת ֹקרַׁ שַׁ רָּ ת פָּ בָּ  learn at least 45 ,שַׁ
minutes before ה ת every ִמְנחָּ בָּ  in either ,ֶעֶרב שַׁ
your ה ש or local ְיִשיבָּ  Each week that .ֵבית ִמְדרָּ
you learn for an hour or more will   be 
considered another entry into the raffle. 
 The basic rules: There is no specific 
 to learn and you can even review your ִלּמּוד
ְרּגּום ד ּתַׁ א ְוֶאחָּ ִים ִמְקרָּ  However, if you can .ְשנַׁ
arrange for a group, and you have a ִשעּור to 
learn ת בָּ ת especially about ,ִהְלכֹות שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  ,ִקּדּושַׁ
you will receive an extra chance in the raffle 
each week that there is a group with a ִשעּור. 
This contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade.  
 If you are interested in joining this 
program, please send in your fax signed by a 
parent by Monday 2:00 pm to 718 506 9633. 
Please include your name, grade, ה  city ,ְיִשיבָּ
and state. Please include your contact and fax 
number, and your name will be entered into 
another drawing for a beautiful set of  אֹות ִמְקרָּ
ִשים  !ְּגדֹולֹות חּומָּ

The 2nd International ����� 
������� Learning Program

Sage Sayings
While hosting the ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת, R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld 
 honored him by asking him to sit on a comfortable ַזַצ״ל
armchair. The ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת politely declined, quoting ֲחַז״ל, 
ל ַמה ֶשאֹוֵמר ְלָך ַבַעל ַהַבִית, ֲעֵשה, חּוץ ִמֵצא!“  Everything — כָּ
your host requests, you should do it, except if he asks 
you to leave. —  בֹוד ִאיז גֹוֵרם ַא מֶענטש ַאווֶעקצּוגֵײן פּון דֶער כָּ
 ”!Honor causes a person to leave this world — ווֶעלט

Source: Mishpacha  

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
ourGedolim Glimpses

ר ַזַצ״ל ת the ,ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם ָמְרְדַכי ַאְלתֶּ מֶּ ר׳  was born to ,ִאְמֵרי אֶּ
ד ִרְבָקה and ְיהּוָדה ַאְרֵיה לֵײּב בֶּ  ,of Góra Kalwaria ,(Kaminer) יֹוכֶּ
Poland. At the age of 15, he married ַחָיה רָאדעֶּ ְיהּוִדית, 

daughter of  ַֺנח Czarny, with whom he had 8 children. Sometime after her 
ה ,in 1922, he married his niece ְפִטיָרה  Biderman, the mother of פֵײָגה ִמינטשֶּ
his youngest child, ִפְנָחס ְמַנֵחם. He promoted unity among all Jews, and was 
a founder of ֲאגַֻדת ִיְשָרֵאל. He was instrumental in the establishment of  ְיסֹוֵדי
 schools for girls. In 1940, he escaped to ֵּבית ַיֲעֺקב schools for boys and תֹוָרה
ץ ִיְשָרֵאל רֶּ  ֲחִסידּות with several of his sons and began to slowly rebuild the אֶּ
of גּור. Most of his writings were buried in Warsaw. His ר ת ,ֵספֶּ מֶּ  was ,ִאְמֵרי אֶּ
published by his grandson. 

 ו׳ סיון
5626 - 5708 
1866 - 1948 

A ָחִסיד had to travel to Paris on business. 
Before he left, the ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת asked him to 
buy  a  certain  brand  of  cigars  for  him. 
Unfortunately, the ָחִסיד forgot about his 
Rebbe’s request. When he came into 
the ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת to ask ְמִחיָלה for his 
neglect, the ִאְמֵרי ֶאֶמת explained, “Did 
you think that I wanted the cigars? While 
you   were   in   Paris,   I   needed   you   to 
remember that you are my   ָשִליח. I wanted you to 
keep in mind that you still have a ֶרִבי in Warsaw!” 
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Rav Simcha Bunim Alter, the Lev Simcha, was 
especially sensitive towards children.

One Purim, a boy entered Rav Simcha’s house...

When Rav Simcha’s wife was sick he 
sent a child to buy a bottle of milk...

R’ Simcha Bunim looked at the label 
on the Mishloach Manos...

ז’ תמוז  1992 - 1898  5752 - 5658

R’ Simcha Bunim Alter, the לב שמחה, son of (אמרי אמת) ר׳ ַאברהם מרדכי and חיה רָאדע יהּודית, 
was born in Gora Kalwaria, Poland, and was the sixth Gerrer Rebbe. In 1934 he went to 
 ,but returned to Poland in 1938 to persuade his father to join him. In 1940 ארץ ישראל
using R’ Simcha’s family’s Palestinian citizenship, the אמרי אמת escaped with visas to 
and (לב שמחה) ר׳ שמחה ּבּונים ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל ,along with his sons ארץ ישראל
 ,s wife and children. In 1977, after his older brother’ר׳ ישראל ,(פני מנחם) ר׳ פינחס מנחם
 he became Rebbe. He instituted many innovative ideas to ,נפטר was ,(בית ישראל) ר׳ ישראל
assist the poor. In 1980 at the Knessia Gedola in Eretz Yisroel he instituted learning 
Yerushalmi Yomi. This portion of Torah which was nearly forgotten is now learned by 

thousands of people every day.

Oy! the bochur’el 
(boy) must have 
brought me the 

wrong one...

A zayer gutte 
kind!  [Such a good 
boy!] Thank you! A 

Freilichin Purim!

If I give you 
5 shekel could 

you be my Shaliach 
and bring this to 

him?

Of course!

A freilichin 
Purim! Thank 

you!

How 
should I 

return this to the 
bochur’el without 

making him feel 
bad?

I have a big favor 
to ask of you. Do you 
know the family of Rav 

Simcha Bunim Weiss? I want 
to send shalach manos 

to him, and this one is so 
beautiful, I’m going to 

give it to him.

Chananya, bring the 
child in. I want to see 

what he wants.

Here is the 
change from the 

50 shekel...

Thank 
you so much. 

You are such a 
tzaddik!

If I count 
the change 

now, it would 
show I doubt 
his honesty.

Yes.

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yishaya Suval  www.leilshishi.com
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Making Hashem Proud by: Chaviva Kroen Pfeiffer
Reprinted with permission from ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications

Spared
Chadera is a small 

city in northern Is-
rael. Many religious 
Jews live in Chade-
ra, but most of the 
Jews there are not 

religious. In 1998, a new shopping mall opened. 
� e mall is very large. It has many types of 
stores. It even has a bowling alley!

� e owners of the bowling alley wanted to be 
open for business every day, even on Shabbos. 
� ey also sold food, but the food was not ko-
sher. Most people in Chadera did not care about 
all this, because they were not religious. But the 
religious Jews in Chadera were very bothered.

Some religious Jews tried to explain to the 
owners of the bowling alley that it was wrong 
for Jews to keep a business open on Shabbos and 
to sell non-kosher food. � ey printed letters in 
local newspapers. � ey even tried going as a 
group to protest in front of the bowling alley. 
But the owners did not change anything.

� en, one day, a group of second-graders from 
Keren Nesivos Moshe, a P’eylim/Lev L’Achim 
school in Chadera, came to the bowling alley for 

a birthday party. P’eylim/Lev L’Achim schools 
teach children from non-religious families about 
Torah and Yiddishkeit. Most of the children at 
the party were from families that were still learn-
ing about Shabbos, kashrus, and davening.

� e children bowled for a while. � en they 
gathered to eat the lunch that the birthday boy’s 
family had prepared for them. When they � n-
ished eating, they sang Birkas HaMazon to-
gether, the way they did in school. Many people 
turned to watch as the children sang the words 
loudly and clearly.

A few days later, a Lev L’Achim coordinator, 
Rabbi Benzion Nordman, got a phone call. “Hel-
lo,” the woman said. “I own the bowling alley at 
the shopping mall. A few days ago, a group of 
your students was here for a party. I was so im-
pressed with their behavior. When they bowled, 
they were quieter than most groups that come 
here to play. � ey ate nicely, too. And then, 
when they � nished eating, they sang their bless-
ings so beautifully, and with such pride, that I 
started to cry.”

Rabbi Nordman beamed with pride. What a 
Kiddush Hashem the children had made! For 

an irreligious Jew to be so impressed that she 
picked up the phone to call him, the children 
must have been very well behaved and bentched 
nicely, saying each word properly.

A few months later, at the end of the school 
year, a lady walked into Rabbi Nordman’s o�  ce 
and introduced herself. “Hello, I am the owner of 
the bowling alley, the one who called you to tell 
you how impressed I was with your students. I 
would like to enroll my son in your school for next 
year. I want my child to be like the children who 
came to my bowling alley that day. I want him to 
be well-mannered and proud of his religion.”

Once again, Rabbi Nordman was amazed. 
Look what a group of second-graders can do! 
By following what they were taught, they made 
such a Kiddush Hashem that one more child 
will go to a religious school and learn Torah.

And eight months later, the bowling alley 
closed for Shabbos and started serving only ko-
sher food to the hundreds of people who come 
there every week. What a zechus those children 
have! By being well-behaved and doing mitz-
vos the right way, they accomplished what the 
adults could not, as hard as they tried.

Maggid Stories for Children — Shavuos by: Chaviva Kroen Pfeiffer

• Heartwarming•
Rabbi Yaakov Dovid Wilavsky 

was the Rav of Tzefas, in Eretz 
Yisrael. Once when he had Yahr-
zeit, he sat next to the furnace in 

his shul and cried bitterly. � e people asked him 
why he was crying. He told them this story.

Yaakov Dovid Wilavsky grew up in Kobrin, a 
small town in Belarus. He was such a bright boy 
that his parents wanted him to have extra learn-
ing. � ey hired a very good melamed (private 
teacher) named Reb Chaim Sender. Reb Chaim 
charged one ruble a month, which was a lot of 
money for the Wilavskys, but they wanted the 
best for Yaakov Dovid.

Reb Zev Wilavsky earned a living by making 
furnaces for people. A furnace was very import-
ant, because people would use it as an oven to 
cook their food and also to heat their homes.

One winter, Reb Zev could not make money, 
because it was very hard to � nd cement and lime. 
Without cement and lime, it is impossible to build 
a furnace. He could not a� ord to pay Reb Chaim!

� ree months went by, and still Reb Chaim 
had not been paid. Finally, he sent Reb Zev a 
note. If he was not paid the next day, he could 

not keep teaching Yaakov Dovid, because he 
needed money to support his family.

Reb Zev and his wife did not know what to 
do. � ey wanted Yaakov Dovid to become a big 
talmid chacham. What could be more import-
ant than that? � ey had to � nd a way to pay Reb 
Chaim! But how?

� at night Reb Zev went to shul for Maariv. 
He heard a wealthy man say, “My son is getting 
married soon, and the men building his new 
house cannot get a furnace anywhere! My son 
must have a new furnace for his house. What 
can I do? I will pay six rubles to anyone who can 
build one for me.”

Reb Zev had an idea. He went home and 
talked about it with his wife. � ey decided that 
Reb Zev would take apart his own furnace, brick 
by brick, and use the parts to build a nice new 
one for the rich man’s son. � ey knew it would 
be a hard winter for them without a furnace, 
but the most important thing was that Yaakov 
Dovid learn Torah every day with his wonderful 
melamed. � ey told Reb Chaim what they were 
doing, and he did not miss a single day of learn-
ing with Yaakov Dovid.

When Reb Zev � nished building the furnace, 
the rich man paid him six rubles. Reb Zev gave 
all the money to Yaakov Dovid and said, “I am 
so proud of how well you are learning. Your 
mother and I want you to continue learning 
with your melamed every day. Please give this 
money to Reb Chaim.” Reb Zev wrote a note to 
Reb Chaim that the extra money was for the next 
three months.

� at winter was very hard for the Wilavsky 
family. Many days they were freezing cold. But 
they did not mind. It was more important to 
them that their Yaakov Dovid could learn Torah 
with the best melamed in town.

Yaakov Dovid continued to learn Torah for 
many more years. He became a Rav in Slutzk, 
Poland, and later in Tzefas in Eretz Yisrael. He 
was known as the Ridvaz, the name of his fa-
mous peirush (commentary) on the Talmud 
Yerushalmi. Even when he was very old, the Rid-
vaz thought of his parents on cold winter days. 
He knew that he had become such a great talmid 
chacham because his parents had given up so 
much for his Torah learning.
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Egypt? And so on. The angels were 
defeated and they stopped protest-
ing.

The narrative is deceptively sim-
ple. Although Moses was trans-
formed to look exactly like Abra-
ham, the angels knew who he was. 
Was this a mere charade? And even 
if Abraham himself had come to re-
ceive the Torah, how would he have 
refuted the claim that it would be 
sacrilegious to bring the Torah down 
to earth? Finally, the angels knew the 
contents of the Torah. Why wasn’t it 
obvious to them from the start that 
the Torah was meant for people who 
had parents and had suffered under 
the Egyptian lash?

The Torah can be understood 
on many levels. A simple example 
is the commandment lo sirtzach 
(Hebrew), You shall not kill. In its 
simplest translation, the command-
ment refers to murder, actual pre-
meditated bloodshed. But the Sages 
understand that there are many lev-
els of “murder.” Humiliation that 
causes the blood to drain from the 
face, is a form of bloodshed. Depriv-
ing someone of a livelihood is, in a 
moral sense, tantamount to mur-
der. In an election year, when dirty 
tricks and character assassination 
are regarded as normal, acceptable, 
and constitutional, such Talmudic 
teachings would be greeted with 
raised eyebrows and even snickers 
by most people. The same applies to 
many other commandments and to 
Jewish concepts of right and wrong. 
Eroding standards of morality, the 
derogation of human life and the 
elevation of animal life are other ex-
amples of how fashionable “logic” 
can overturn historic standards of 
right and wrong.

Did the angels know the Torah 
at least as well as Moses? Of course 
they did. But they understood it in 
lofty spiritual terms, that are beyond 
human comprehension. Just as we 
cannot conceive of the spiritual 
heights attained by the Vilna Gaon, 
the Baal Shem Tov, the Rishonim 
and Acharonim (the early and later 
classic commentators), the Sages of 
the Mishnah and Talmud, and cer-
tainly the Prophets and Patriarchs, 
so too the angels – spiritual beings -- 
understood the commandments in 
spiritual ways. According to their el-
evated understanding of the Torah, 
mothers, fathers, Egypt, and slavery 
have meanings totally different than 

the way we understand them. To 
them, it would be disgraceful to low-
er the “Torah” to human terms. To 
borrow the words of King Solomon, 
they felt it would be like a golden 
ring in the snout of a pig (Proverbs 
11:22). 

By giving Moses the image of 
Abraham and reminding the angels 
that they had once enjoyed his 
hospitality, Hashem provided them 
with a new perspective of what hu-
man beings can accomplish, and 
therefore a realization that the Torah 
indeed had a place on earth, among 
flesh-and-blood creatures. As the 
Sages teach, angels are nourished not 
by calories and nutrients, but by the 
emanations of G-d’s Presence. If so, 
how could they be fed by the sump-
tuous feast prepared by Abraham? 
Could we be nourished by ground-up 
gold and silver? The answer, Hashem 
showed the angels, is that Abraham’s 
righteousness was the equivalent of 
Divine sustenance, even for angels. 
In other words, Jews can transform 
earthly existence into holiness. And 
if so, there was another perspective 
to understanding the Torah, a per-
spective that could be achieved only 
on earth, by human beings, with all 
their frailties.

We think correctly that the 
Chofetz Chaim was great and holy 
beyond our comprehension. True. 
But, as Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner wrote 
to encourage a student, the Chofetz 
Chaim was not born as one of the 
holiest people of his century. Who 
knows, he wrote, how much the 
Chofetz Chaim struggled and failed 
in the process of becoming great. 
People have the potential to reach a 
pinnacle where they can nourish an-
gels.

How? By honoring parents 
and conquering the natural urge 
to rebel, and demand, and argue, 
and thinking they know more and 
better. By emerging from slavery 
and assimilation and always 
remembering that G-d, and G-d 
alone, redeemed them from slavery 
and led them to Sinai to become His 
Chosen People. So Moses defeated 
the angels by convincing them that 
the Torah requires human beings 
who have a body and a soul that are 
in constant conflict. Will the body 
become the servant of the soul, or 
will the soul be dominated by the 
body? Angels have no challenges to 
overcome. They are like someone 

born on Mount Everest. He looks 
down on hapless humans trying and 
failing to reach the peak, but those 
who succeed are on a higher level of 
achievement than those who never 
had to struggle.

The Sages teach that we celebrate 
the festivals of Pesach and Succos by 
sharing the joy with G-d: “half for 
Hashem and half for you.” Shavuos 
is different. The festival when the 
Torah was given is completely for 
you. This means that Shavuos sym-
bolizes that we can infuse our earth-
ly existence with holiness. Children 
honoring parents, erstwhile slaves 
accepting the Torah and building a 

Tabernacle with alacrity, business 
people conducting commerce with 
integrity, Jews resisting the urge to be 
perceived as “with it,” being proud to 
be derided as hopelessly attached to 
traditional Torah values – all of these 
and more are impossible for angels, 
but within the grasp of ordinary Jews 
who are loyal to the Torah. Those 
who succeed acquire the image of 
Abraham.

Without the Torah, Israel would 
have withered away many centuries 
ago. With the Torah, Israel survives 
all its would be conquers and ex-
terminators. This is the lesson of 
Shavuos.

Rabbinic Message                    
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 117

Pet Peeves-Revisited
By now I think all of you out 

there know my feelings regarding 
all the silly inane “snapshots” sent 
in to this stellar publication on a 
regular weekly basis. However, 
once in a while, along comes a pho-
to, which is basically no more than a 
simple snapshot which literally tugs 
at the strings of my heart and gives 
me a certain feeling. That should be 
the essence and nature of the photo-
graphs we submit.

A good friend of mine, Alan 
Magill, works as a director of rec-
reation at Ateret Avot. For those of 
you who may be unaware, this fa-
cility provides excellent care to the 
senior citizens in our community. 
Recently I had occasion to photo-
graph a birthday party of an octo-
genarian, a resident at the home. I 
was truly amazed at the level of care 
and understanding at the residence. 
But I digress.

I’m sure by now we have all had 
our fill of Lag B’ Omer bonfire pic-
tures, and the joy in jubilation asso-
ciated with this wonderful, special 
holiday. I’ve observed and actually 
created photographs of youngsters 
singing, dancing and enjoying the 
festivities. But I would say that 
nothing, nothing matched the feel-
ings I had when I received this pho-
tograph submitted by Alan. Many 
of the residents perhaps feel iso-

lated alone and losing contact with 
their past. So, enter Alan, his bow 
and arrow and Moshe Auerbach , a 
resident at the home. Just viewing 

the shot of Mr. Auerbach holding 
the bow started me thinking; what 
wonderful memories did this sim-
ple story stir in the heart and mind 
of Moshe Auerbach. The thought 
alone was enough to give me goose-
bumps and chills, this should be 
the essence of a meaningful photo-
graph.

You may agree or disagree with 
me regarding the incessant barrage 
of weekly “snapshots” which do 
nothing for me, yet this one photo-
graph did. Please don’t hesitate to 
share your comments.

Oh and by the way, I am con-
sidering having yet another nature 
photography session either late 
June early July. If you would like to 
be a part of this nature photography 
session, please let me know as we 
are beginning to formulate plans.

Aaron Akselrud is the owner of Akselrud Studio 718.338.6536 aakselrud@msn.com

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS BY AARON AKSELRUD

Flatbush  Focus
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3 Sivan
Rav Ovadia Bartenura (1440-
1516). He lived in Italy in the second 
half of the 15th century and eventually 
moved to Yerushalayim. He was well 
known for his role as a Rav in Bartinura, 
Italy, and for his illuminating Pirush 
on the Mishnah. He also wrote Omer 
Nekeh, a supercommentary on Rashi’s 
peirush on Chumash. Considered one 
of the wealthiest mean in all of Italy, 
he settled in Yerushalayim in 1488.

Rav Yosef Irgas, Italian Kabbalist, 
author of Divrei Yosef, and Shomer 
Emunim, 1730.

Rav Yaakov Shimshon of 
Shpitivka (1801). He was a disciple 
of the Maggid of Mezhrech and a close 
friend of Rav Baruch of Mezhbez. 
He succeeded his father as rabbi in 
Shepetovka, but in 1799 he settled in 
Tiberias where he met Rav Nachman 
of Breslav. He died in Tiberias.

Rav Yisrael Tzvi of Koson, the 
Ohr Moleh (1944)

Rav Eliyahu Munk of Paris (1949). 
Author of The Call of the Torah, The 
World of Prayer, and The Seven 
Days of the Beginning. In the latter 
book, in which he cites Rav Dovid 
Zvi Hoffmann, and explains Creation 
as taking longer than six literal days. 
He also wrote The Just Lives By His 
Faith, a collection of essays written to 
explain difficult concepts in Judaism. 
One of his daughters, Amalie, married 
Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovits in 1949. 
Another married Rav Chaim Fasman, 
Rosh Kollel in Los Angeles.

Rav Chaim Yitzchok Korb (1870-
1957). Born in the small Latvian town 
of Piltin, Courland, he entered the 
Telshe Yeshiva at the young age of 16. 
He married Leah Miriam, daughter of 
Rav Moshe Yitzchok Rabin (author of 
Miluim l’Moshe on Shulchan Aruch 
Yoreh Deah and Rosh Yeshiva and 
dayan in Ponovezh). After his chasuna, 
he remained in Ponovezh near his 
father-in-law. In 1909, Rav Chaim 
Yitzchok assumed his father-in-law’s 
position as dayan in the community. 
Eventually he left Ponovezh and 

became Rav in the city of Palangin, 
Lithuania. From there he became 
Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in Pavlograd, 
Ukraine, and then in Zager. In 1926, 
Rav Chaim Yitzchok immigrated 
to the United States, assuming the 
position of Rav at the Beis Medrash 
Hagadol of Harlem. His sefer Nesivos 
Chaim was published at this period in 
his life. Two years later, he accepted 
the position of Rosh Yeshiva of Beis 
Medrash L’Torah of Chicago. For over 
20 years, Rav Korb delivered intensive 
shiurim in Talmud and halacha. Every 
day he would arrive at 3:00am to learn. 
He would remain in the yeshiva the 
entire day until 10:00pm when he 
would return home. Every day he spent 
17 hours in the yeshiva. In 1947, Rav 
Chaim Yitzchok sustained a difficult 
blow with the passing of his wife of 51 
years, Rebbetzin Leah Miriam. Two 
years later, Rav Chaim Yitzchok moved 
to Eretz Yisroel, where he stayed until 
his petira.

4 Sivan
Rav Yeshaya Naftali Hertz of 
Dinov, author of Hanosen Imrei 
Shefer (1888). Born approximately 
1838 to Rav Dovid Dinov (the 
Tzemach Dovid), who was the son 
of Rav Tzvi Elimelech, the Bnei 
Yissochor. After his father’s petira in 
1874, he succeed him as Rav of Dinov 
and Rebbe of the chassidim.

5 Sivan
Rav Ze’ev Wolf of Zhitomer, the 
Ohr Hameir (1797)

Rav Eliyahu of Ziditchov (1875)

Rav Uri Shraga Kellerman, Ram in 
Knesses Chizkiyahu - Kfar Chassidim

6 Sivan
Dovid Hamelech ([837 BCE], 
(Shabbos 30a, Yerushalmi, Chagiga 2:3)].

Rav Chaim ben Betzalel, an older 
brother of the Maharal and a talmid of 
the Rema in Krakow (1588).

Rabbi Yisrael ben Eliezer, Baal 
Shem Tov (1698-1760), founder 
of Chasidus. When he was thirty-
six years old in 1734, Rabbi Yisrael 
revealed himself to the world. He 
wrote no books, although seforim 
contain his teachings. 

Rav Avraham Shalom 
Halberstam of Stropkov (1856-
1940). The son of Rav Yechezkel 
Shraga Halberstam, he became Rav 
and Av Beis Din of Stropkov in 1897. 
He was called The "miracle rabbi of 

Stropkov." His sefer, Divrei Shalom, 
contains Torah wisdom, and relates 
the miracles that he wrought.

Rav Avraham Mordechai Alter, 
the Imrei Emes of Ger, (1866-1948). 
The son of Rav Yehuda Leib (Sefas 
Emes) and a great-grandson of the 
Chidushei Harim, he was the third 
Rebbe in the Gur dynasty, the leader 
of over 250,000 chassidim in pre-
WW II Poland. In 1940, he managed 
to escape with three of his sons to 
Yisrael. He began to rebuild the Gerrer 
community in Eretz Yisrael, but he 
died during the siege of Yerushalayim 
on Shavuos, 1948.

7 Sivan
HaNavi Hoshea ben Beeri

Avraham ben Avraham, the Ger 
Tzedek (Count Valentine Potocki) 
killed al Kiddush Hashem in Vilna, 
1749.

Rav Aharon Tzvi Landau of Biala 
(1910)

Rav Zelig Reuven Bengis, author 
of Liflugos Reuven, av beis din 
Yerushalayim (1864-1953). His father, 
Rav Tzvi Hirsch Bengis, was the rav of 
the town of Shnippishok, Russia. At 
the age of 17, Reb Zelig Reuven went 
to learn at Volozhin under the Netziv. 
There, he learned bechavrusa with both 
Rav Baruch Ber Lebowitz and Rav Isser 
Zalman Meltzer. After several years 
in Volozhin, he married the daughter 
of Rav Chaim Tzvi Broide, the rav of 
a town called Shverkina-Zhager and 
spent eight years in his in-laws' Home. 
Afterward, Reb Zelig Reuven became 
the rav of Bodki, Lithuania. In 1937, 
Reb Zelig Reuven was asked to fill the 
position of av beis din of Yerushalayim's 
Eida Chareidis. When Reb Yosef Tzvi 
Dushinsky passed away in 1948, Reb 
Zelig Reuven succeeded him as rav of 
the Eida Chareidis in Yerushalayim. 
He also served as the rosh yeshiva of 
Yeshivas Ohel Moshe in Yerushalayim.

Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld  of 
Mattersdorf (1891-1980)

8 Sivan
Rav Moshe Blau, Agudas Yisrael 
activist and a 6th generation of the Old 
Yishuv. He was the editor of Agudah's 
local weekly, Kol Yisrael, and was 
the brother of Rav Amram Blau of 
Neturei Karta. From 1933-1945, Rav 
Blau headed the chareidi community 
in Jerusalem, working with Yishuv 
leaders in its dealings with the British 
Mandate authorities. He died while 

rescuing Jewish survivors. In 1946, 
Rabbi Moshe Blau suddenly died 
in a very dramatic way, at the age of 
61: He was on a boat on his way to 
Europe and the U.S. and died on the 
Mediterranean island of Messina, 
where he had been taken off the boat 
in an effort to perform an emergency 
operation. His body was flown to 
Eretz Israel. (1885-1946)

Rav Menachem Manish Safrin, 
the Komarna Rebbe of Bnei Brak 
(1990)

Rav Zalman Rotberg, Rosh Yeshivas 
Beis Meir, Bnei Brak (1913-2002). 
Born in in Lepnishock, Lithuania, to 
Rav Tuvia Rotberg, a close student of 
the Chofetz Chaim. Even before he was 
thirteen, Reb Zalman began to study in 
the Grodno yeshiva under Rav Moshe 
Mordechai Shkop, the son of HaRav 
Shimon Shkop. When he was fifteen 
he went to the Mirrer Yeshiva, where 
he became close to Rav Eliezer Yehuda 
Finkel and Rav Yeruchom Lebowitz. 
He moved to Israel in 1936. In 1954, 
Rav Zalman moved to Bnei Brak where 
he began to serve as a ram in the Tifferes 
Tzion yeshiva. Following the petiroh 
of his father-in-law Rav Meir Karelitz 
in 1955, Rav Zalman established the 
Beis Meir yeshiva in his memory. The 
Beis Meir yeshiva opened in 1958 with 
six students, and slowly developed 
into a large yeshiva. In addition to 
his activities in Beis Meir, he was also 
a member of the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah of Degel Hatorah. He taught 
Torah for over sixty years to thousands 
of students, and produced legions of 
talmidei chachomim who themselves 
became gedolim in Torah and mussar.

9 Sivan
Rav Yisrael of Shklov (1770-
1839). He first came to study with the 
Vilna Gaon in 1797, only six months 
before the latter's petira. During that 
half-year, however, R' Yisrael was a 
constant companion of the Gaon. 
Afterwards, Rav Yisrael took upon 
himself to publish his teacher's works. 
Among R' Yisrael's publications was 
Be'ur Ha'Gra on Orach Chaim. In 
1809, Rav Yisrael led the third group 
from among the Gaon's students to 
make aliyah. Like its predecessors, 
the group settled in Tzefas, where the 
community of the Gaon's students, 
known as the "Perushim," numbered 
40 families. Rav Yisrael was sent back 
to Europe to fundraise for three years, 
during which time he published his 
own and the Gaon's commentaries on 
Maseches Shekalim. In 1814, Tzefas 
was struck first by a plague and then 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 120
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MISASKIM 
SHIVA LISTING

NIFTAR/NIFTERES & FAMILY ADDRESS OF SHIVA GETTING UP

Mrs. Beverly Ifergan z”l 
R' Pinky Dushey - brother 
R' Joseph Dushey - brother 
Mrs. Laurie Staschover - sister 
R' Adam Ifergan -  son 
Mrs. Alexis Ifergan-Fallas - daughter
Mrs. Sophia Ifergan-Cohen - daughter
R' Sam Ifergan - husband 

1162 E 8th St 
Flatbush

Thursday 
6/9/16

R' Wolf Jaskiel z”l 
Mrs. Sally Jaskiel - wife 
Mrs. Chani Pollack - daughter
Mrs. Gitty Schwartz - daughter 

1750 47th St 
Boro Park

Friday 
6/10/16

Miss Cheli Bergman z”l
R' Shamshy Bergman - father 
Mrs. Pessy Bergman - mother 

3294 Bedford Ave 
Flatbush

Friday 
6/10/16

R' Amrom Dovid Wieder  z”l 
Mrs. Gitty Wieder - wife 
R' Shia Wieder - brother 
R' Yissocher Wieder - brother 
R' Shulem Wieder - brother 
Mrs. Esther Sternlicht - sister 
Ms. Zissy Wieder - sister 
Mrs. Yocheved Stern - sister
R' Levi Yitzchok Wieder - son 
R' Chaim Eliezer Wieder - son 
Mrs. Lea Perel Berger - daughter 
Mrs. Yocheved Weberman - daughter 
Mrs. Faigy Breuer - daughter 

1061 53rd St 
Boro Park

sitting in Israel

sitting in Israel

Friday 
6/10/16

Mrs. Esther Bracha Reiss z”l
R' Shia Reiss - Son  
R' Yankel Reiss - Son 
R' Burech Reiss - Son  
Mrs. Faigy Klein - Daughter 

1680 50th St 
Boro Park

Friday 
6/10/16

R' Osher Lemel Silber  z”l 
R' Aryeh Koppel Silber  - son 
R' Yehoshua Silber - son 
R' Avrohom Meir Silber - son 

1417 50th St 
Boro Park

Friday 
6/10/16

R' Yossi Stern  z”l 
Mrs. Suri Stern - wife 
R' Motty Stern - son  
Mrs. Toby Stern - daughter 
Mrs. Pessy Jacobs - daughter 

1065 55th St 
Boro Park

Friday 
6/10/16

R' Nathan Itzkowitz  z”l 
R' Yirmiyahu Itzkowitz  - son 
R' Sruly Itzkowitz - son 
R' Aaron Itzkowitz - son 
R' Mendel Itzkowitz - brother 
Mrs. Zelda Itzkowitz - wife 
R' Joshua Itzkowitz - son 
R' Yitzchok Itzkowitz - son 
R' Yosef Itzkowitz - son 
R' Yochanon Itzkowitz  - Son 

1151 E 13th St  
Flatbush

Friday 
6/10/16

Mrs. Minna Devora Feldman  z”l 
R' Shmuel Feldman - son 
R' Avrohom Feldman - son
R' Yisroel Feldman - son 
R' Aaron Feldman - son 

514 6th St 
Lakewood
starting Thurs he will be sitting 
at 1447 E 16th St, Brooklyn

Friday 
6/10/16

R' Alex Katz  z”l 
Mrs. Yoli Katz - wife

833 Central Ave Apt 3L 
Far Rockaway

Friday 
6/10/16

teaches us to respect our friends like 
we would a Rebbe was none other 
than Rebbe Eliezer ben Shamua – 
one of the five talmidim of Rebbe 
Akiva who survived the magaifa. 

Perhaps they didn’t understand 
the mishna as such, perhaps he only 
came to this understanding after the 
plague. But one thing is certain, even 
in our relationships with our friends, 
we can always reach higher, not set-
tling for equals but always looking to 
treat my friend better than I would 
myself! 

As the Rebbe Elimelch says in his 
famous teffilah, “Adarabah… shen-
erah kol echad maalas chavaireinu” 

His timeless words don’t urge us 
to love, and respect one another - 
maybe that’s included… but there’s 
a much deeper prayer here. Look 
at your friends, each one has his 
strengths, each one has his maalos. 
That is the high level we are striving 
for. To be able to look up to and re-
spect one another, to have reverence 
for our friends, to see in them lofty 
levels that we too would like to strive 
to achieve. 

Is this not what we learned from 
the generation of Rebbe Yehuda Ben 
Illai, where six people were covered 
by one blanket? Each one didn’t 
share the blanket with his friend, 
trying to keep them both covered. 
No! Each one said you take it! Better 
that you should stay warm! 

Surely this is the type of friend-
ship; the type of caring that could 
describe the Cherubim, sitting on 
top of the Aron, with their faces “ish 
el achiv”

And so as we prepare ourselves 
for Shavuos, for Matan Torah let’s 
all try to come together, “Kish Echod 
B’lev Echod” coming together in the 
strongest of bonds, and not just for 
the sake of re-creating what was 
back then. Achdus creates a home 
for the Shechina, and when we 
can treat our friends with a respect 
greater than that which take for 
ourselves…. when we look and see 
that each and every one is special, 
that each of us has his own special 
ma’alos, than we too can be zoche to 
have the Shechina dwell amongst us 
-“u’pnaihem ish el achiv” 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 86

Rav Nissan Kaplan Shlita
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Tribute To The Memory Of Moshe. A. AKA Ari Diskind
We’ll just share some senti-

ments, though there’s much more 
to say!

To express our feelings ade-
quately, there’s really no way!!

Yesurim and nisyonos were no 
stranger to you from the time you 
were a child.

One example: you had rheu-
matic fever, a case that wasn’t ex-
actly mild.

You had to take medication 
that you hated.

Mommy, Shetichye Am”sh 
lovingly encouraged and insisted 
that you do, until she knew it was 
digested.

You had to be out of school for 
a while afterwards.

Totty, zt”l would carry you 
there, until you were on your feet, 
able to move onwards.

You weren’t a complainer.
You grew up to be better than a 

professional entertainer!
Almost one year before your 

Petira, to the day,
You came to Pesach and Leah 

Sheyichyu Am”sh, in terrible pain 
and they rushed you to the emer-
gency room without delay.

You were diagnosed with a se-
vere case of diabetes.

The staff said that it was lucky 
that you got there then, not later, 
or else……. What a Ness!!

You needed to have the toes on 
your left foot amputated the next 
day.

Though you could hardly talk, 
you greeted us in the recovery 
room in your humorous way.

You told us that instead of 
needing an ambulance,

You needed toe truck assistance.
Someone shared with us at 

the Shiva a most amazing story 
of many years ago that happened 
with you.

There were two prestigious 
individuals in a heated dispute 
which caused a lot of friction and 
what did you do?

You called each one on the 
phone, perfectly imitating the oth-
er and said

I’m sorry, please forgive me 
and let’s make Sholom together.

Lo and behold, the fight 
stopped shortly thereafter.

You were only about twenty 
when you did this remarkable act

You used your Divinely given 
talent, like your namesake Aharon 
Hakohen,

The peacemaker and you made 
an incredible impact!

You also had the great ability 
to fargin.

You spread Simcha throughout 
your life through thick and thin

You never Chas Vashalom had 
any ta’anos to H-Shem saying 
“Why me”

You were mekabel yisurim and 
nisyonos Be’ahava, understanding 
that if that’s what H-Shem gives, 
that’s the way it has to be!

How amazing it was that right 
before your Petira, you grabbed in 
a Geshmake Tefilas Mincha.

Going to Shul was so dear to you 
that you’d rather come late to an ap-
pointment than to miss Davening, 
which gave you such Simcha.

How befitting it was that you 
were niftar in the arms of Pesach, 
Sheyichye Am”sh.

His Mesiras Nefesh for you was 
beyond what anyone could fathom!

That was along with the con-
stant encouragement from Leah, 
Tichye Am”sh,

And all that she does behind 
the scenes!

Just one example of many: 
making sure to get you the right 
size clothing and at your request 
always getting them professionally 
cleaned.

Please beg for Mommy, Zol Zi 
Hoben Arichas Yomim V’Shanim 
Tovim, who loved you so much and 
you loved so much and always did 
for you the utmost she could do!

Even before you got sick, 
Mommy, Tichye was always dav-
ening for you!!

Please listen to what Tovia, 
Yichye Am”sh – who squeezed in 
the time within his extremely tight 
schedule to spend time with you – 
said by the Levaya: Now that you 
are by the Kisei Hakavod

“Do a job like you never did 
before” and plead with H-Shem 
for the whole Mishpacha and 
your amazing friends and beg for 
Moshiach, Velo Yosif Lehisabel 
Od!!

A big Yasher Koach to Uncle 
Moishe and Tante Hindy Katz 
and family Shyichye Am”sh, for 
all their kindness to Moshe Aron,

And to all the Mishpacha, niec-
es and nephews – that adored him 
and he adored- who called and 
visited him.

To Eliyahu Aron, Sheyichye 
Am”sh, we can never express 
enough appreciation

For literally going extra miles to 
give your Uncle such respect, Na-
chas and enjoyable stimulation!

How much that Shabbos 
that Yitzchok Yeruchem Yichye 
Am”sh stayed there with you – 
meant to him!

Also, for bringing your friends 
along, especially Matt Levin.

Last but not least, we’ll never 
have enough words of Hakaras 
Hatov to the owners of Haym Sol-
omon to say –

For your Chesed and kindness, 
only H-Shem can repay

To Moshe Aharon z”l’s, ded-
icated, selfless friends, sheyichyu 
Am”sh, just to name some: The 
Pinter’s, R’ Wechsler, Rabbi Te-
itelbaum, The Panet’s, Lefkowitz’s, 
Frankel’s, Rosenschein’s, Stern’s, 
Rabbi Shanker, his brother & sis-
ter in-law, z”l and hibadel l’chiam 
their whole family.

The Bergman’s, Bistritzky’s, 
Klein’s, Rimpler’s, Weinberger’s, 
Bichler’s. Sterhell’s, Solomon’s, 
Charnowitz’s, Muschell’s, Grin-
berg’s, and the staff of Haym Sol-
omon, the Bikur Cholim visitors 
and so many more, but due to 
limited space we can’t write more.

YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE!
In your Z’chus, and his, may 

we be zoche to see Moshiach and 
may you receive loads of S’char!!

As a befitting memorial, being 
that Moshe Aharon, z”l brought 
so much Simcha to so many peo-
ple out there,

There’s a fund, “KEREN 
MOSHE AHARON EIZER 
L’MISHPACHOS.”

The money raised goes directly 
to help families in distress to get the 
professional assistance they need to 
restore their Simcha and cheer!

Checks can be made out to Bais 
Medrash of Westgate; and are tax 
deductible.

This fund is supervised by Rav 
Zimbal Shlita.

The checks should be mailed 
to Mrs. Klapper, 117 North Crest 
Place, Lakewood NJ 08701.

To make credit card donations, 
or for any questions, please call: 
732-370-3816

by physical disasters, and, in a matter of a few 
months, Rav Yisrael lost his wife, children and 
parents. He later remarried and began a second 
family, but the community of Tzefas continued 
to suffer at the hands of the Arabs and the 
Druze. The community was further decimated 
by an earthquake on January 1, 1837 which 
killed thousands of Jews throughout Eretz 
Yisrael. Rav Yisrael himself died in Teveryah. 
Among the works he left was Pe'as Ha'shulchan, 
a supplement to the Shulchan Aruch covering 
the laws pertaining to Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Yaakov Chaim Sofer, author of Kaf 
Hachaim, (1870-1939). Born in Baghdad and 
studied there under the Ben Ish Chai and 
Rav Abdalah Somech. In 1904, he embarked 
to Eretz Yisrael. Once in Yerushalayim, he 
began to study in the kabbalistic Beis Kel 
yeshiva in the Old City. This yeshiva, founded 
by Rav Gedalya Chayon, attracted many 
of the city's great kabbalistic sages, among 
them the Rashash, who eventually became 
its rosh yeshiva. In 1909, Rav Yaakov Chaim 
transferred to the newly founded Shoshanim 
leDovid yeshiva, located in the Beis Yisrael 
section of Yerushalayim. In addition to the 
Kaf Hachaim, he authored Kol Yaakov (on 
the laws of writing sifrei Torah, tefillin, and 
mezuzos, as well as various kavanos required 
for the writing and the donning of tefillin), 
Yagel Yaakov (a compendium of the Shabbos 
drashos he delivered while he was in aveilus 
for his father),and Yismach Yisrael (other 
chiddushim on the parsha).

Rav Moshe Rivkes, author of Beer Hagolah 
on Shulchan Aruch (1672). He was one of 
four great tzadikim of Vilna who lived at the 
tragic time of the massacres at the hands of 
the Cossacks in 1655, along with Rav Ephraim 
(the Shaar Ephraim), Rav Shabbsai Cohen 
(the Shach), and Rav Shmuel Koidenaver. 
Approximately 25,000 Jews were killed in and 
around Vilna.

Rav Yitzchak Eizik Eichenstein of 
Ziditchov, Galicia (1805-1873), the only son of 
Rav Yissacher Berish (a talmid of the Chozeh of 
Lublin). He was the author of Likutei Maharya. 
His uncle, Rav Tzvi Hersh (the Ateres Tzvi, 
1763-1831), was the first Rebbe of Ziditchov. 
Among the primary talmidim of Rav Yitzchak 
Eizik were Rav Yosef Meir of Spinka and Rav 
Shalom Mordechai Hakohen Schwadron. 
The next Ziditchover Rebbe, Rav Yehoshua 
Eichenstein (d. 1940), moved from Galitzia to 
Chicago in 1922.

Rav Avraham Tvi Perlmutter, Rav in 
Warsaw (1930)

Rav Aharon Konvarti, Rosh Yeshivas 
Hamekubalim Beis Kel in Yerushalayim; 
author of sheilos uteshuvos Kapei Aharon 
(1879).
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  YAHRZEITS OF THE WEEK



YAHRZEITS   TRIBUTES 121FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comJUNE 9, 2016

In Honor of the Shloshim of Reb Moshe Eliezer Rabinowitz zt”l
Since the Petira of Reb Moshe 

Eliezer Rabinowitz zt”l, so much 
has been said, so much learned. His 
incredible Simchas HaChaim, his 
Ahavas Yisroel, his Hasmoda, his ex-
pertise in chinuch, his Kovod for his 
Rebbeim and so much more. In order 
to capture the essence of R’ Moshe, 
though, all you need is one word; 
inspiration. Throughout his life, and 
now, after his petira, R’ Moshe was a 
walking inspiration. He was always 
positive and always teaching. When-
ever you met R’ Moshe you were 
greeted with a booming Shalom 
Aleichem! The conversation inevi-
tably turned to a vort, a story or an 
anecdote from his Rebbeim. He was 
so infused with inspiration that he 
gleaned from his Rebbeim in Torah, 
in Hashkafa, in Emunah and thou-
sands of other topics. He was over-
flowing with Avodas Hashem like a 
pot that spills over when it reaches a 
boil. He just couldn’t help affecting 
others with his love for Hashem, for 
Torah and for every single Yid.

R’ Moshe Rabinowitz, who was 
the son of Reb Yisroel and Rebbet-
zen Masha Rabinowitz, z”l grew up 
in the Bronx. He was a geshmake kid 
who knew how to have a good time. 
Relatives remember him in his youth 
for his sense of humor, happy de-
meanor and warmth for everyone. As 
a bochur he learnt in the Yeshiva of 
Long Beach where he forged a strong 
relationship with Reb Yitzchok Fei-
gelstock. Indeed, even recently, he 
continued to visit Reb Yitzchok regu-
larly to seek guidance and advice as a 
simple talmid to his Rebbe.

However, the years he spent in 
Eretz Yisroel, under Rav Nochum 
Pertzovics, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz 
and Rav Elya Roth, among others, 
changed his life forever. Reb Moshe 
always strove to emulate the ways of 
these great baalei mussar. They were 
not in the clouds for him. They were 
way up there on the ladder, the ladder 
he continued to climb until the day of 
his petirah. He learned from them 
how to serve Hashem and he fol-
lowed their teachings to the letter. He 
was imbued with a sheifa to continue 
to improve himself, and he practiced 
this with so much enthusiasm that it 
inevitably spilled over to his children, 
his talmidim, and anyone he met on 
the street. His Rebbeim were not just 
his foundation, his past, they were 
present in every moment of his life as 
he strove to perfect himself beyond 
what most of us conceive as human-

ly possible. “This is what I saw by my 
Rebbe,” was a common refrain. Emu-
lating the ways of his mentors defined 
his life.

Recently, in the throes of his ill-
ness, as he writhed in pain every 
waking moment, he purchased a 
picture of his Rebbe, Reb Elya Roth, 
which he hung in his dining room. 
Reb Elya was a big baal yesurim. 
Whenever Reb Moshe would be in 
pain he would look at the picture 
and remember the lessons he learned 
from Reb Elya and Reb Nochum 
Pertzovics. Mekabel Yesurim B’Sim-
cha! Not just B’Ahava, but B’Simcha. 
The inspiration of these great people 
was so part of him that he was able 
to put these lessons into practice in 
the most difficult situations. Once 
he was found dancing, although he 
was clearly in tremendous pain. His 
children were bewildered. “Why are 
you dancing?” they asked. “I was 
Mekabel from my Rebbeim to accept 
Yesurim B’Simcha,” he said. “To be 
Mekabel B’Ahava I can do. Now I 
need to work on myself to be able to 
be Mekabel B’Simcha.”

This was in line with his lifetime 
goal of “k’shem shmevarchim al ha-
tov, kach mevorchim al hora.” All 
his life he rejoiced for everything 
he was given, the Brachos and the 
challenges. He was a symbol of Sim-
chas Hachaim. He viewed every in-
cident as a bracha from Hashem and 
cheered up those around him with 
a story or joke. He was a master at 
lightening up a stressed atmosphere. 
Even on his death bed he smiled 
broadly at each. A lifetime of work-
ing on this enabled him to reach 
these levels in the most trying period 
of his life.

Reb Moshe had no limit on how 
many Rebbeim he could have. He 
enjoyed a very close relationship 
with tens of gedolim and Roshei Ye-
shiva, including R’ Matisyahu Salo-
mon, The Lakewood Roshei Yeshiva, 
R’ Meir Hershkowitz and R’ Shlomo 
Miller. He was mechabed each one 
immensely, taking great pride in his 
close relationship with such great 
Torah personalities.

Reb Moshe was effusive in his love 
for every yid. Who wasn’t touched 
by a gesture from him? A phone 
call, a favor, “pull” to get into some 
Yeshiva, Reb Moshe made himself 
available to all. His time was elastic. 
From early morning to late at night, 
Reb Moshe was busy with teaching 
his talmidim, seeing to their needs, 

Inyanei tzibur, and inyanei yachid. 
No need was too big or too small for 
his attention.

The details that make a differ-
ence are often forgotten. Not by Reb 
Moshe. He knew that the smallest act 
or gesture can make a person’s day. 
He took the time to make it happen.

Every Sunday after his Shiur, he 
would stop by his sister who lost her 
husband a number of years ago to 
drop her off pastries and a bagel that 
he knew she liked. If someone else 
was there, they got one too.  But the 
best part of the visit was the humor 
and entertainment that he effused.

A neighbor told that once she was 
taking her baby out of her carriage 
and started to go up her steps. Reb 
Moshe passed by, lifted the carriage 
up the steps and walked on without 
a word.

A niece related that although she 
had invited Reb Moshe to her son’s 
Bar Mitzvah she did not expect him 
to come as he was very ill at that 
time. She was surprised to see his 
phone number on the caller ID when 
the phone rang the morning of the 
bar mitzvah. “I’m so happy you an-
swered the phone.” Reb Moshe told 
her. “I’m in a lot of pain today and 
I don’t know if I will be able to be 
mishtatef in your simcha in person. 
Please know that I am with you in 
mind and I wish I could be there.” 
The niece reassured Reb Moshe that 
she hadn’t expected him to join and 
she appreciated the Brachos over 
the phone. To her surprise, how-
ever, Reb Moshe showed up at the 
Bar Mitzvah. Despite his yesurim 
he didn’t say “Yotza with the phone 
call.” He got into the car, despite the 
pain, got out of the car, and came out 
to give a personal brocha to the Bar 
Mitzvah boy. Then he apologized 
that he couldn’t stay longer as there 
was another family simcha that eve-
ning.

Yet, Reb Moshe shunned kovod. 
Once he was honored to make a bro-
cha by a chuppa. He told the baal 
simcha, “Give it to someone whose 
wife is here and can shep nachas.” If 
he did accept kovod, it was clearly for 
the position he represents and the 
Torah that he was teaching.

Reb Moshe attended every simcha 
that he could, no matter the hard-
ship. This was because he wanted to 
be mesameach the baal simcha. He 
also made it a point to say Mazel tov 
to the Baalas HaSimcha which was 
always very appreciated. He knew 

that kindness builds, and he devoted 
his life to building Klal Yisroel.

After every simcha, Reb Moshe 
took the time to call each daughter 
in law or cousin to thank them for 
what they made for the event. This 
was typical of the Hakaras Hatov 
that he was well known for.

Reb Moshe considered it a zchus 
to help another Yid. He opened his 
home to all and sundry. He and his 
wife hosted and cared for his ailing 
father-in-law and later his mother 
for a number of years. His tzedakah 
was well beyond his means. Once, 
he answered the door for a Meshu-
lach. Although Reb Moshe was very 
ill at the time, he invited the man in, 
served him coffee and made sure he 
was comfortable. This was not un-
usual. As a guest in his home, you 
witnessed true hachnosas orchim. 
He created the food you liked on the 
spot. (He was a rather good cook!)

Once at a Bar Mitzva Reb Moshe 
saw a small child of four who was 
crying. Reb Moshe took him on his 
lap and made conversation with 
him. Then he told the child, “Now I 
am your best friend. When you come 
to Lakewood make sure to come 
visit me because I’m your new best 
friend!” Indeed, Reb Moshe was ev-
eryone’s best friend.

Reb Moshe’s expertise in chinuch 
was global. As a Mashgiach he touched 
the lives of bochurim of all types in 
Eretz Yisroel, Canada and Lakewood. 
Reb Moshe’s love and understanding 
for people combined with his love for 
Hashem and Torah gave him the abil-
ity to approach chinuch with a ‘smolo 
dochek vyemino mekareves’ He knew 
how to reach his talmidim. He knew 
how to understand their needs. No-
one was pushed away.

A boy in Toronto was at the point 
of graduating public high school and 
his parents looked forward to a re-
warding college experience for him. 
The boy, on the other hand, had 
other plans. He had been exposed 
to Yiddishkeit and wanted to go to 
Yeshiva. After much cajoling, he fi-
nally convinced his parents to give 
him one year to learn in Yeshiva. 
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When he showed up at Ner Yisroel 
no one knew what to do with him. 
Chronologically, he belonged in 
Bais Medrash, academically he was 
on the level of a first grader! This did 
not faze Reb Moshe. He accepted the 
boy into Yeshiva and learned with 
him privately. From Alef Beis to 
Shema, Reb Moshe patiently taught 
him. One day the boy approached 
Reb Moshe with a question. He had 
collected for a cause and earned a 
prize of Seforim. Which sefer should 
he choose? Perhaps a siddur with 
English translation, or an Artscroll 
Chumash? Reb Moshe exclaimed, 
“Get a Ketzos, a Penei Yehoshua and 
a Rambam. You will see you will get 
there sooner than you imagine.” To-
day, this bochur is a Magid Shiur in 
a Mesivta. He attributes his achieve-
ments to Reb Moshe’s belief in him.

Perhaps Reb Moshe’s under-
standing of bochurim can best be 
illustrated by the following story. 
As the Mashgiach of Camp Silver 
Lake, Reb Moshe had the some-
times unpleasant job of disciplining 
those who stepped out of line. Once, 
Reb Moshe was walking down the 
path and he unwittingly stumbled 
on a typical teenage water fight. 
As one bochur prepared to pour a 
large bucket of water on his friend, 
the friend ducked and the water 
landed right on the head of the be-
loved Mashgiach. Reb Moshe stood 
there, dripping wet, yet his eyes were 
closed. He called out to the boys, 
“I’m counting to ten. Run for your 
lives! I don’t want to see who you are 
or I will have to get you in trouble!”

In the area of kiruv, Reb Moshe 
was magical. His clear understand-
ing of Hashkafa, his gift of speech 
and his deep love for every yid made 
him magnetic for all types.

A baal teshuva once approached 
him and told him that his brother 
was on his death bed. His broth-
er, a doctor, had no connection 
with Yiddishkeit and had signed to 
donate his organs to Science. His 
wife was even more antagonistic to 
Yiddishkeit. The man begged Reb 
Moshe to visit his brother and try 
to bring him to teshuva before his 
death. Reb Moshe agreed. In the 
few moments that he had with the 
man, he got him to assert his be-
lief in Hashem. When the wife ap-
peared, Reb Moshe slipped away. 

Soon after, the man died. Through a 
stroke of Hashgacha it was a Thurs-
day and a legal holiday. The hospital 
had no use for his organs since they 
couldn’t do anything with him until 
the following Tuesday. Reb Moshe 
was able to assist the frum brother 
to bring his brother to kvura. 

This story is one of many such 
type of incidents. Reb Moshe’s will-
ingness to put himself out for the 
Ruchnius or Gashmius of any yid 
yielded amazing results. Countless 
yidden owe their successful and ful-
filling life styles to him.

Reb Moshe was the beloved 
speaker at every simcha. He was so 
full of Torah, so warm, and so en-
tertaining, you could listen to him 
forever. He spoke loud and clear, no 
need for a mike. And the ladies were 
always quiet! His speeches were a 
brilliant balance of subtle mussar and 
loving encouragement. His wealth 
of knowledge and his intimate rela-
tionship with great people made his 
speeches effective and inspiring. 

Indeed he was a sought after 
speaker world-wide. Through this 
venue Reb Moshe inspired and 
reached many more people. Reb 
Moshe agreed to speak in many oth-
er Yeshivos in Lakewood, whether 
to open the zman or to give a boost 
half way through the year. He did not 
consider himself exclusive to his own 
talmidim. The more of Hashem’s 
children he could reach the better.

Reb Moshe was the dedicated 
Rov of the Tiferes Shimon minyan. 
He wasn’t just the Rov, he had a 
personal relationship with every 
Mispallel from the age they started 
coming to shul through retirement. 
He was the confidant, advisor and 
father figure for so many.

The loss of this great person is a 
loss to all of Klal Yisroel. At the shi-
va, a discussion evolved as to what 
Reb Moshe would be doing in Gan 
Eden. Some said he is basking in 
the Kedusha; some imagined him 
dressed in royalty, in the company 
of his choshuve wife and parents; 
some maintained he is beseeching 
Hashem to bring the Geula; and 
some said he is probably working 
on getting who-knows-who out of 
Gehinnom!

May he be a mailitz yosher for his 
mishpacha, talmidim, krovim and all 
of Klal Yisroel.
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7:45 PM
Agudas Yisroel of MIdwood 817 AVENUE H

Khal Beis Avrohom 1524 E. 17TH ST

8:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahavas Shalom   864 E 26TH ST

Bais Medrash Yaakov Moshe   1221 AVE S

Bais Moshe Shmiel   1782 E 28TH ST

Bet Yosef 2108 OCEAN PARKWAY

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

Congregation Chizuk Hadas 1421 AVE O

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21 ST

Merkaz Hatefi lah 1898 BAY AVENUE (M&18)

Merkaz Yisroel of Marine Park  3311 AVE S

Sephardic Congregaton  2831 NOSTRAND AVE

8:15 PM
Adas Yishurin Bais Moshe 3418 AVE N

Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Bnei Binyomin 727 AVEN O

Knesses Bais Avigdor 1720 AVE J

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE 

8:30 PM
Avenue N Jewish Center 321 AVE N

Congregation Tenke 1643 E. 21ST ST

Chabad of Marine Park 3040 NOSTRAND AVE.

Cong. Bnei Avrum 197 WEBSTER AVE.

Khal Keser Yisroel Mordechai 2016 AVENUE L

Shaarei Halacha 3417 AVE L

8:45 PM
Beis Medrash D'Bertch 3302 AVE P

Beth Mordechai 1358 EAST 13TH ST
Cong. Kehal Imrei Shaul D'Modzitz 
 1542 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Lazewniks 1500 E. 9TH ST

Marpeh L'Nefesh 3017 BEDFORD AVE

Cong. Bnei Avrum 197 WEBSTER AVE

9:00 PM
Agudath Israel of Flatbush 1302 OOCEAN PKWY

Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahavas Dovid 924 E 10TH ST

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan  1516 E 24TH ST

Bais HaMedrash Hagadol of East Flatbush 
 3120 BEDFORD AVE

Bais Moshe Shmiel    1782 E 28TH ST

Beis Avrohom 1524 E 17TH ST

Bnei Israel 3190 BEDFORD AVE

Bnei Yitzchok  1143 E 19TH ST

Chasidei Gur 1409 OCEAN PARKWAY

Congregation Sfard 1575 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Congregation Shaaray Zion 1659 E 13TH ST

Congregation Sheves Achim 1517 AVE H

Ginzei Yosef AVE R BET. 12TH & 13TH ST

Khal Beis Avrohom 1524 E. 17TH ST

Khal Bais Ephraim 2802 AVE J

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 2002 AVE J

Khal Kinyan Torah 1570 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Khal Toras Chaim D'Flatbush 2201 AVE L

Mapeh L'nefesh    3017 BEDFORD AVE

Mayan Yisroel   3315 AVE N 

Nachlas Yehoshua 1655 E. 24TH ST

Sasregen  1279 E 24TH ST

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE

9:15 PM
Bnei Torah Bais Naftoli 3514 FLATLANDS AVE

Bnei Torah of Marine Park 3523 AVENUE S

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVENUE J

Congregation Bais Aryeh 1069 EAST 4TH STREET

Congregation Ahavas Dovid 924 EAST 10TH

Congregation Keren Orah 812 DITMAS AVE

Congregation Nachlas Tzvi 2201 EAST 23RD

Congregation Tiferes Tzvi 1307 E. 8TH ST

Ginzei Yosef AVE R BET. 12TH & 13TH ST

Kolel Zichron Shmiel Chenskowitz 1167 E. 13 ST

Monastristch 2702 AVE M

Narol Beis Hamedrash 2409 AVE U

Rabbi Lezevnik's Shul 1500 E 9TH STREET

Tehilah L'Dovid 1950 E 21 STREET

Young Israel of Midwood 1694 OCEAN AVE

Yeshiva of Brooklyn 1200 OCEAN PKWY

9:20 PM
Kehilas Moreshes Yaakov 1757 OCEAN AVE

9:30 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Agudas Yisrael Snif Zichron Shmuel 2141 CONEY IS.

Bais Avrohom Dkrula Spinka 1177 E. 18TH ST

Bais Hamedrash of Flatbush 1485 E. 29TH ST

Beis Avrohom 1524 E 17TH ST

Bais Medrash Ateres Shloima 2905 AVE K

Beis Medrash Beis Y'shaya AVE I & E. 22ND ST

Beis Medrash Bais Halevi 671 EAST 7TH ST

Beis Menachem Mendel D'Flatbush 1703 AVE J

Chasidei Gur of Midwood 1937 OCEAN AVE.

Horodenke 3011 AVE. K

Kehillah of Marine Park 3605 QUENTIN RD

Khal Ohr Gedalyahu 1554 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Khal Shalheves Kodesh 2920 AVE J

Khal Talmidei Hayeshivos 1609 AVENUE M

Khal Zichron Avrohom Yaakov 3203 BEDFORD

Kollel Bnei Torah 1323 E. 32ND ST

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 AVE P

Yeshiva Gedola Ohr Yisrael 2899 NOSTRAND

Yeshiva Kol Yaakov 1197 E.17 ST

9:35 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

9:40 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

9:45 PM
Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan  1516 E 24TH ST

Bais Hamedrash Kol Torah 2016 AVE M

Cong Bais Yisroel of Kensington 693 EAST 7TH

Congregation Bet Yaakob 1801 OCEAN PKWY

Khal Zichron Mordechai 2645 NOSTRAND AVE

Kol Torah  2022 AVENUE M

Marei Yechezkel of Flatbush 1016 E. 15TH ST

Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim 1271 E. 35TH ST

9:55 PM
Avenue O Synagogue 808 AVENUE O

9:50 PM
Kollel Makarov 3118 QUENTIN RD

10:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahi Ezer    1885 OCEAN PARKWAY

Beis Medrash Chasdei Chaim 1575 CONEY ISLAND

Beis Medrash D'Bertch 3302 AVE P

Bais Medrash Torah U'Tefi lah 3304 BEDFORD

Bet Yosef 2108 OCEAN PKWY

Bnei Binyamin 727 AVENUE O

Beth Mordechai 1358 EAST 13TH ST

Cong. Kehal Imrei Shaul D'Modzitz 
 1542 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Congregation Keter Torah  2220 AVENUE L

Khal Bais Eluzer D'Faltishan 1516 E. 24TH ST

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21ST

Khal Toras Chaim D'Flatbush 2201 AVE L

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 AVE P

Kollel Hashechunah 1228 EAST 34 ST

Knesses Bais Avigdor 1720 AVE J

Lakewood Minyan 1495 CONEY ISLAND

Midrash Moshe Ben Maimon 59 GRAVESEND NECK RD.

Nachlas Yitzchok Soblov 3418 AVE L

Ohr Eliyahu 702 AVENUE O - SIDE DOOR

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE

Tomchei Torah 1966 OCEAN AVE

Young Israel of Avenue J 1721 AVE J

Young Isreal of Flatbush 1012 AVE I

10:05 PM
Zichron Alter 1486 OCEAN PARKWAY

10:10 PM
Khal Zichron Aryeh Leib 2915 AVE J

10:15 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Congregation Bnei Binyamin 3190 BEDFORD AVE

Khal Bais Ephraim 2802 AVE J

10:30 PM
Beis Medrash Chasdei Chaim 1575 CONEY ISLAND

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

11:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21ST

Khal Veretzky/Rabbi Laundau's: AVE L/E. 9

Every 15 minutes throughout evening

ADVERTISE IN NEXT WEEK'S FJJ

SUPPLEMENT
718.692.1144  / ADSTHEFJJ.COM

 

October 18, 25 9 pm
November 1 8:30 pm
November 8, 15, 22, 29 7:30 pm
December 6, 13, 20, 27 7:30 pm
January 3 10, 17, 24, 31 7:30 pm
February 7, 14, 21, 28 8:00 pm
March 7 8:30 pm
March 14, 21, 28 9:30 pm
April 5, 18, 25 10:15 pm
May 2, 9, 16 10:30 pm

AHI EZER CONG. 
(CORNER OCEAN PARKWAY AND AVE S)

NAVI SHIUR SCHEDULE

M O T Z E I  S H A B B O S 
N AV I  S H I U R 

   BY 
Rabbi Yisroel 
   Reisman
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Lisa Acker walked the streets of 
her new hometown, soaking up the 
atmosphere of one of the most an-
cient cities in the world. 

It was weird living among Is-
raelis without feeling the old, over-
whelming hatred. It was strange 
walking around without that
terrible choking feeling she’d had 
since her father disappeared so many 
years earlier. Just knowing what had 
really occurred made things a lot eas-
ier. She didn’t allow herself to think 
of the Arabs and how they had lied 
to her; one day she would get back at 
them, even more than she had already. 
� e � otilla incident had embarrassed 
the peace activists in a major way. 
� ey had been exposed to the world 
by one of their own, in a grand opera-
tion that had pulled the rug out from 
under their feet and sent them � ying. 

Her inbox was � lled with death 
threats, but she’d expected those re-
actions when she made the decision 
to go through with the exposé. It 
was time for someone to show what 
those people were really about, and 
it might as well be her. How could 
they have murdered her father the 
way they had? Probably buried him 
in cement under a construction proj-
ect, never to be seen again, without 
even a grave for his family to visit. 
It was unforgivable, and she did not 
intend to forgive. 

Her mother planned to � y in for a 
visit in a few weeks, and until Mom 
got here, she was on her own. One 
highlight of her stay so far had been 
the opportunity to meet with Gener-
al Tuli Dakarov, the legend of Israeli 
intelligence and the force behind 
the operation that had sent the � o-
tilla reeling from his counterpunch. 
She’d been looking forward to meet-
ing the man, excited about getting 
a chance to take the measure of an 
o�  cer of his stature, whom even his 
enemies admired and respected for 
his acuity and insight. 

� ey had met in what had once 
been the Jerusalem Hyatt. � is was 
where Rehavam Ze’evi, known local-
ly as “Gandhi,” had been assassinat-
ed years before, sending shock waves 
through the country. It seemed like 
one couldn’t go anywhere in this an-
cient land without encountering a 
place where someone had been killed 
or attacked. It was a land of violence 
and feuds that lasted forever and 

were never forgotten. And she was 
part of it. Like it or not, her father 
had pulled her into the maelstrom. 
� e Middle East was inexplicably 
bound with her past, present, and, 
she assumed, her future as well. 

An eye for an eye. She believed in 
that line from the Scriptures. 

“So you’re the famous Lisa Ack-
er,” the general had said. His English 
was slightly accented and those blue-
green eyes looked at you in a way that 
was reminiscent of an X-ray machine, 
or a human hawk. � ey unnerved 
her, and Lisa Acker was not the type 
of person who was easily unnerved.

“I sent my men onto your boat 
armed with that � le—the DVD of 
your father’s murder—and a hope. 
But I could not begin to guess 
whether you would be convinced. 
Maybe you had begun to hate for the 
sake of hate itself, in which case there 
would be nobody to talk to, nobody 
to convince of the justness of what 
we had to say.”

“I’m my father’s daughter. It was 
precisely because he was so honest 
that he was willing to risk everything 
for what he believed in. I try to oper-
ate in the same way.”

“Miss Acker,” he’d said then, “I 
admire your willingness to sacri� ce 
yourself on the altar of your beliefs, 
but it makes more sense to accom-
plish your aims without compromis-
ing yourself in the process. My agents 
did their job, now they’re gone, o�  on 
some other mission for the good of 
their people and their country. Do you 
see where I’m going with this? Why 
talk about dying for the cause, when 
you can actually live for the cause?”

She opened her mouth to speak, 
but he broke in before she had a 
chance.

“Your father should have parted 
as friends with the Palestinians. He 
could have le�  the country and writ-
ten his exposé from the safety of his 
home, perhaps even hiding behind a 
cloak of anonymity in his magazine.”

She studied him as he spoke. He 
exuded a sense of challenge, of pow-
er, of con� dence and raw energy. He 
was a force—unstoppable. And sud-
denly she knew that this meeting had 
a purpose beyond the obvious. � is 
man sitting before her, this puppet 
master, wanted to use her. He had 
plans for Miss Lisa Acker. 

He was trying to recruit her.

But did she really want to be a 
part of his plan, of the rise and fall of 
governments, of the political issues 
that concerned him and made him 
rise to the challenge? Was this where 
she saw herself right now? 

He was talking, but she wasn’t lis-
tening. She was thinking. She had par-
ticipated enough in political activism 
to know that there was almost nobody 
out there who did this stu�  because 
they cared. Everyone had an agenda. 
It didn’t matter who they were. From 
the archbishop who condemned Is-
rael to the people who orchestrated 
academic boycotts against this em-
battled country, no one was working 
solely because he was a good person. 
Even she’d had her reasons. Now that 
they were gone, maybe it was time for 
her to take a step back, to relax a bit, 
breathe, smell the � owers, ride a bus, 
make some friends, eat an ice-cream 
cone under a striped umbrella. 

How much ugliness could one 
person endure?

Dakarov had stopped talking, re-
alizing that she wasn’t with him any-
more. He was waiting now, � ngering 

the little ceramic co� ee glass on the 
napkin in front of him, a re� ective 
look on his distinguished yet feral 
face. He turned inquiring eyes on her. 

Slowly, she shook her head no. 
“It’s not a good time right now. I 
need to � gure out who I am � rst.”

It took her a second to identify 
the look in his eye. It was regret. 

He handed her a card � lled with 
numbers. “Call me if you change 
your mind.” 

She nodded. He stood up. Slid 
a raincoat casually over one arm. 
Didn’t look back as he walked out of 
the hotel.

Exit Tuli Dakarov, minor player 
on the stage of her life. And yet, there 
was something about him that excit-
ed the imagination, that made one 
sense how alive a person could be. 
Dakarov was alive. His every move 
was calculated, economical. But a 
� re burned within. 

“I just might do that,” she said so� ly 
to herself. “Because, General, you’re a 
mighty impressive person. You might 
just be able to change my mind.” 

To be continued ….

The Shadows – A Novel 
RABBI NACHMAN SELTZER, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH
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Due to the vision and initiative of 
HORAV ELIEZER GINSBURG shlita, there is fi nally a solution 
to the cell phone mageifah affecting our shuls and yeshivos!
Rabbi Ginsburg has raised the initial funding to develop, design and produce 
over 200 wood cell phone locker units. Upon entering a Makom Torah Utefillah, 
cell phones are placed in personal secured numbered lockers under lock and 
key. The keys remain with cell phone owner until he exits the premises.

A LASTING TRIBUTE FOR THE KEDOSHEI HAR NOF!

OVER 200 UNITS ARE BEING USED 
AROUND THE WORLD!

In these turbulent times do something for כבוד בית הכנסת!
Order a cell phone locker for your מקום תורה ותפילה.

Join the worldwide movement to preserve the sanctity,
by not bringing cell phones or smartphones into the מקום תורה ותפילה.

OVER 200 UNITS 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN 

ORDERED & DISTRIBUTED 
TO SHULS & YESHIVOS 

WORLDWIDE:
Yerushalayim  •  Belgium 
• Switzerland • England  

•  Cincinatti  •  Baltimore
Los Angeles  •  Chicago

Lakewood • Passaic
 Flatbush  •  Boro Park

Marine Park •  East Side
Williamsburg •  Florida

Australia

by not bringing cell phones or smartphones into the

ORDERED & DISTRIBUTED 

To order these units for your 
Shul & Yeshiva, call 718.645.4698
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I was all the more inspired 
because I, Baruch Hashem, had 
the great zechus to meet and talk to 
many of these truly illustrious and 
prominent individuals.

Yiyasher kochacho R’ Mordy!
Chag Samaeach Klal Yisroel,
David Dembitzer

Yeshiva Shel Maalah
The cover of last week’s FJJ, 

portraying the choshuva Rabbonim 
zt”l at the “Yeshiva Shel Maalah” is 
the most beautiful picture to grace 
the front page of any newspaper or 
magazine I’ve ever read.

What a priceless gift was 
presented to Mr. and Mrs. Shlomo 
Yehuda Rechnitz. What a timely 
gift, as we approach Shavuous, when 
H”KBH gifted us with the Torah.

As I studied each Rav, I felt sad 
at that which we no longer have....
The irreplaceable and brilliant Rav 
Belsky zt”l......the gadlus of Rav Pam 
zt”l, whose Halacha & Mussar are 
a mesorah through his protégé (my 
Rav) Rabbi Yisroel Reisman Shlita, 
who quotes him constantly.......and 
Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l, who 
under his tutelage made Yeshiva Mir 
to become the mainstay of Torah in 
Eretz Yisroel.

Yes, “a picture speaks a thousand 
words”; in this picture they are the 
words of Torah, Mussar, Halacha 
& of course chizuk and kedusha. 
We Yidden have lost precious 
Rabbonim; Let’s give our choshuve 
current Rabbonim the kovod they 
deserve, by not ever questioning 
Daas Torah on subjects and petty 
issues that they have long paskened 
on, and we have no right to question 
them.

May the members of the Yeshiva 
Shel Maalah be a meilitz yosher for 
Klal Yisroel in these very challenging 
times.

Thank you for your wonderful 
and enjoyable newspaper; keep up 
the great work! Kol Hakavod!

SK Doula

Amazing FJJ Cover
Wow!! What an amazing cover 

on this past week’s FJJ!! 
All those Gedolei Hador evoked 

within me such powerful and cogent 
memories of the times I spent with 
these great Tzaddikim!!

My mazel, that my father, had the 
foresight and in fact encouraged me 
to meet these majestic luminaries!! 
I in turn did the same with my 
children and would suggest to all 
parents to do the same with their 

children - they will thank you one 
day!

No other publication that I 
know of has such awe inspiring and 
energizing front pages as you do!!

Thank You!
Rafael Rabinovicki

Dramatic FJJ Cover
The picture on the cover of the 

FJJ June 2nd publication created a 
dramatic and striking eye catcher. 

Unfortunately, I believe that 
there was an error in the caption 
which identified the individual at 
the head of the table on the right 
side as Rabbi Eliezer Silver z”l. 
Instead, I believe that it should be 
Rabbi Nesaniel Quinn z”l who was 
the long standing Menahel of the 
Mesivta and extremely close with 
Rabbi Chaim Yisroel Belsky z”l.

Parenthetically, may I add that I 
was privileged to represent the class 
of 1966 and to receive the Rabbinic 
Alumnus Award at this dinner. My 
experience only further enhanced 
the admiration and respect that 
I have for this venerable Makom 
Torah inclusive of its’ Board of 
Directors, Hanhala and Talmidim. 
A special note of gratitude to Rabbi 
Yitzchok Gottdiener and the entire 
staff whose efforts were responsible 
for the huge success of this event.

Rabbi Dr. Chaim Wakslak
Rabbi, Young Israel of Long Beach
Clinical Director, HASC Center

Fight Images with Images
To the “Current” Jewish Observer,
Yasher Koach on the sensitive 

response you wrote regarding The 
Jewish Observer publication. You 
suggested that perhaps Agudas 
Yisroel has changed its policies, and 
instituted a new gezeirah in response 
to current times.

However, if you currently look 
Agudath Yisroel’s twitter feed (a 
sentence which emphasizes your 
point—times have indeed changed!) 
you’ll notice that they do, in fact, 
include images of women. You’ll 
have to scroll a bit to find them, but 
they are certainly there—lay leaders, 
principals, politicians, advocates. 

So, Agudah does not seem to have 
changed its policy- kol hakovod to 
them for showing women respect and 
sharing these role models with us!

Additionally, I agree with you 
wholeheartedly that the tznius 
standards of our time have shifted 
radically, and that we are facing 
dangerous challenges from the larger 
culture that our grandparents could 
never have imagined. However, as 

one who works daily with images 
as both editor and artist, I firmly 
believe that the best, most effective 
way to combat that is to show tznius, 
appropriate, respectful images of 
women of our own. 

Today, more than ever, we need 
to print pictures of real women; we 
need to create a tznius, visual culture 
that emphasizes to our daughters 
and sons that women are not objects 
that sell cars and products, not 
playthings whose worth is measured 
by their dress size and looks; but 
rather fully f ledged humans that 
were created bt’zelem elokhim. 

We must fight fire with fire, image 
with image. Blank spaces make a 
poor weapon.

Ann Koffsky

FJJ Daas Torah
To Ann Kofsky, concerning 

putting women’s pictures in the 
newspaper. It matters not how many 
people feel it’s right; rather we live 
our lives according to Daas Torah. If 
they decree that it’s not permissible, 
then who are we to question them?! 
There are other publications that 
do allow these pictures; if this is 
so important to you, read those 
newspapers. We don’t bend the 
rules to accommodate what one 
or a “thousand” people perceive is 
right. The FJJ has a fine, choshuve 
Rabbinic Board behind them. They 
will not subscribe to how people 
feel, rather they go according to 
Halacha. As My Rav, Rabbi Yisroel 
Reisman said years ago to finally 
end the discussion concerning the 
Eruv: “Same metzius, same laundry. 
There will never be a kosher eruv in 
Flatbush”.

SK Doula

Miserable Moe
Following are my thoughts 

in response to Moe Mosessohn’s 
account of his absolutely awful 
Pesach experience. 

Miserable Moe had ample 
opportunity to check out the hotel 
and environment in “LaLa Land” 
before his arm was ‘twisted’ to 
make the trip. He should have done 
this before allowing his father in 
law to shell out $131,912.00 to treat 
his beloved family on this lavish 
vacation. He could have politely 
declined. But Miserable Moe prefers 
to complain and be ungrateful. 
His choice of words in the letter 
had so many upper case words 
and exclamation marks!!!!!; I got a 
headache just imagining how much 
yelling he does. 

So his family of 18 arrive and 
wanna party, but Miserable Moe 
expects his sons at the Bais Medrash 
to learn with him, but surprise; they 
were no where to be found. Well who 
could blame them? I wouldn’t want 
to be hanging out with Miserable 
Moe either. He prides himself in the 
huge investment he and his wife put 
into their Chinnuch, but forgets the 
most basic of our commandments; 
respecting our parents. He couldn’t 
wait to yell at his shver on the red eye 
home as he said in his own words; 
‘never again!!’

Nebach to Miserable Moes’ 
Morose Mishpacha

Lea Landau

The Never Again Pesach
To Mr. Mosessohn:
I don’t even know where to begin.....
The ads for Pesach begin running 

in all the Heimishe newspapers 
immediately after Chanukah. I don’t 
believe that in the course of time till 
Purim you/your wife didn’t check 
out the brochures that are sent, or 
for that matter to even google the 
said Hotel to get a glimpse as to 
where you’ll be going for Pesach.

You claim that “my wife & I 
invested huge amount of energy 
protecting our family from the tumah 
of the outside world (a.k.a “The Olam 
Hasheker)”. How very interesting 
that in the proceeding paragraph you 
go on a diatribe about the expenses, 
including the excursion to Disney 
Land; the ultimate Olam Hasheker, 
not to mention the pritzus, etc.....

Your children were brought up 
“with no TV’s or magazines......” and 
Boom in ten short days a complete 
cataclysmic tumultuous upheaval”. 
When you booked this Hotel, what 
were you thinking, that there would 
be no plasma size TV’s in each room; 
you seem to obsess how every room 
had bigger and bigger plasma TV’s....
every picture I’ve ever seen of the 
rooms in a hotel clearly shows the 
latest plasma TV.! For the money 
you were spending, what did you 
think you were getting, a bungalow 
or shack?!

I would have been ashamed to 
admit that the Gemorrahs were not 
cracked open; for children whose 
parents gave them private Rabbeim, 
the best tutors, schools, camps, 
there’s a major disconnect; a failure. 
How very sad. Finally, your married 
children as you call them your 
“Precious Neshamos” (which is a 
term every parent should feel about 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 125
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 126

their children), “were out exploring 
the tempting world around them”. 
Huh? 

At some point in a person’s life 
they choose which derech they want 
to adhere to. These are married 
children with children of their own, 
whose hashkafos should be more 
solidified and not to be tempted 
to the “Olam Hasheker”. Your last 
paragraph is what tempted me to 
take time out and write this letter. 

You claim that there are no mixed 
messages; only one message your 
kids got. “You can be an Orthodox 
Jew and still party-hardy like the 
rest of the world; what happens to 
the next generation is another story”.

Maybe in your family; my 
children/grandchildren know very 
well that “Olam hazeh prozdor lifnei 
olam haba”;

(This world is a corridor to the 
next world).

They know that Disney World is a 
place of Tumah and have no interest 
whatsoever to go there. Their idea 
of Chol Hamoed is seeing Tatty 
learning Torah in the morning, 
and then the family goes with their 
cousins to a fun place e.g. bowling 
or rowing/ motor boating. This is 
the Olam Haemes. 

“The best Yeshivas, the best 
summer camps, private Rabbeim, 
and tutors; no TV or magazines in 
the house, etc...”; your story proves 
to me that all this is very nice, but it's 
the parents who work in tandem with 
the school & camps. Unfortunately, 
somehow your system failed.

As an aside, as long as we’re 
discussing hotels, we have a friend 
who runs an upscale Pesach 
Program.

He told us about the Chilul 
Hashem that goes on, where 
children’s drinks are poured 
everywhere, the food left all over 
the carpeting and the parents who 
don’t care to discipline their little 
darlings, disgusted me. Speaking 
about Chinuch!

I would like to end with a lesson 
my son taught me. This past week 
in the Mir Yerushalayim, free fans 
were distributed to families who 
had more than five children in the 
family. When I asked my son if he 
got one, he answered no. And then 
he explained “Mommy, I have an air 
conditioner and fans. Why would I 
take a fan; there are those in the Mir 
who don’t have any fans and more 
than five children. It’s important 
that they get it”.

Yes, I learned from my thirty 
year old a valuable lesson. That’s 
Gadlus....that’s maturity. 

Finally, my letter was written 
for constructive criticism purposes 
only. There are people who wait 
for food to be delivered for Pesach, 
because they simply don’t have the 
money for basics.. Let’s be very 
careful what we complain about. 

SK, Doula

True Inspiration
Thank you Moishy Eisner for 

your amazing poem and letter. 
I admire you so much. It takes a 
lot of awareness, inner strength, 
intelligence and determination to 
overcome the negative stereotyping 
and low or non-existent expectations 
that others have forced on you. Your 
message of believing in one’s self 
and determination to be successful 
and be the best person you can be 
....is extremely important. There 
are many people (both those with 
physical or mental limitations and 
those without) who will benefit from 
learning your message. We should 
not allow our circumstances and 
others to determine our outlook and 
our lives. You are inspiring. You are 
an asset to the world. People need to 
hear from you because unfortunately 
most only see the chair and not the 
fantastic person. So please continue 
to speak out and educate. Most 
importantly continue to follow your 
dreams.

(Just a side note: I’m sure you 
realize you are also a gifted poet !!!)

R. Kessler

Respect Our President
In the recent edition of the FJJ, 

you discussed your opposition to 
the actions of President Obama in 
apologizing for American actions 
to many of America’s enemies. You 
ended with saying that “Despite 
President Obama we live in a 
relatively strong and safe Malchus 
Shel Chesed…” 

While I certainly commiserate 
with your feelings, and likewise am 
no great follower or fan of President 
Obama, I feel you went overboard in 
this message. 

While President Obama may 
have done some things you don’t 
appreciate, he also did some things 
that were good. For instance, he has 
helped in giving billions of dollars 
in support to Israel, including many 
important weapons. Additionally, 
when Israeli officials in Cairo were in 
mortal danger, President Obama was 
instrumental in saving their lives. 

While you are certainly entitled 
to oppose President Obama’s policies 
and actions, this is not an excuse to 
not show him respect and Hakaras 
HaTov for the things he has done 
which have helped our community. 

Interestingly, we learn Hakaras 
HaTov from the way we must show 
Hakaras HaTov to the Mitzriim, 
who opened up their land to host us. 
{Lo Sesaiv Mitzri.} The fact that the 
Mitzriim also did terrible things to 
our nation does not justify showing 
a lack of Hakaras HaTov to them for 
what they did good to us. 

In addition to Hakaras HaTov, 
there is also an inyan of Shalom 
Malchus and Kavod Malchus. We 
learn Kavod Malchus from the 
actions of Moshe Rabbeinu to Paroh, 
who we all know was not the greatest 
person in the world. Even if President 
Obama is not to our liking, we still 
should have some modicum of 
respect to him, even while expressing 
disagreement with some of his 
policies. 

This will undoubtedly be 
important in the next administration. 
While we don’t yet know who the 
next President will be, it seems 
clear that whoever he or she is will 
be someone who is far from perfect 
and lacking in various issues. It will 
be very important to express any 
disagreement or opposition to them 
appropriately. 

Rabbi Moshe Boylan 

Chareidim & Norpac?
In a recent edition of the FJJ, 

someone said that they attended a 
NORPAC meeting, which was trying 
to help Israel. The person asked why 
he didn’t see Chareidim attending 
this meeting? 

The basis of this question is 
faulty. Is NORPAC the only way to 
help the Yishuv in Eretz Yisroel? 
Many Chareidim support Agudas 
Yisroel, which makes great efforts 
in Shtadlanus for Acheinu Bnai 
Yisroel in Eretz Yisroel. This 
includes meeting with various 
Congresspersons and Senators in 
trips of Askanim to Washington, 
amongst other Askanus. While 
NORPAC may be an important 
organization, different groups have 
the right to support Eretz Yisroel in 
various manners. 

In addition, Chareidim help 
support the Yishuv in Eretz Yisroel 
by donating millions of dollars to 
help Yidden in Eretz Yisroel. Isn’t 
all this time and effort significant? 
If you want to support the Yishuv in 
your own manner, does this give you 

the right to make fun of Yidden that 
support it in a different manner? 

I hope in the future that letters 
that make fun of various groups in 
Klal Yisroel should not be printed, 
as they show a lack of Bein Adam 
LeChaveiro. 

Hoping For More Respect Bein 
Adam LeChaveiro

Upset in Flatbush 

Bag Tax
Our mayor has been busy 

thinking up new ways to make more 
money for NYC. The 5-cent bag tax 
has been passed, meaning we will be 
charged an additional 5-cents per 
bag, taking effect in October (just 
in time for Succos) Some of you may 
say eh it’s just 5-cents. But we also 
said that when the 5-cent bottle tax 
was imposed years ago. As long as 
we just let it happen the powers that 
be will continue to sneak small taxes 
and fees upon us. 

Do the math- did you ever 
calculate how much extra you pay 
for every water, soda and seltzer 
bottle? 

Most of our local supermarkets 
offer boxes instead of bags. If I’m 
shlepping my own groceries instead 
of delivery, I personally cannot lift 
a box with several family packs of 
chicken and 5-lb bags of potatoes. I 
prefer easier to manage bags. 

We are advised to use reusable 
cloth bags, yet if we carry those 
same packs of raw chicken in them, 
we need to launder them to remove 
salmonella bacteria. Ok so can 
someone explain how the water, 
electricity, and detergent being used 
won’t waste even more resources?

NY State Senator Simcha Felder 
urges all NY residents to sign the 
petition to repeal this nuisance bag 
tax. Please do so at www.nysenate.
gov/stopbagtax or call his office to 
add your name. 

SY Yedid

Respect Hashem’s Dwelling
Thank you R’ Mordy and the 

FJJ for focusing so much effort on 
proper decorum in our Shuls!

It is interesting to note that the 
Nesivos Shalom says that Hashem 
created the world so that He 
should have a Dwelling Place in it. 
That Dwelling Place was the Bais 
Hamikdash, while today Hashem’s 
Shechina is relegated to the Bais 
Hakneses, the Mikdash Me'at. 

So therefore in essence by soiling 
and contaminating His Dwelling 
place by prattling and blabbering 
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ones chitchat in His Holy Abode you 
have removed Hashem’s last vestige 
and remnant of residence in this 
world!! Something to contemplate 
as we prepare for Matan Torah!!

Yaakov Zev Fromowitz

Shidduchim and Automobiles
I am writing this letter in the 

hope that it will prompt the general 
public to act and finally resolve the 
Shidduch Crisis.

When I was growing up in the 
60’s, our families all had automobiles 
that were manufactured in the USA. 
It was normal for cars to break down 
and we all had our mechanics. A 
visit to the mechanic was like going 
to the family doctor. We did not 
know any better.

Behold, the arrival of imported 
cars.

At first, many patriotic citizens 
were infuriated that people were 
purchasing those foreign models

thereby acting traitorously 
towards our country. As time 
passed, people noticed something 
astounding. The imported cars were 
not ever breaking down!

Slowly but surely, the Toyota 
company overtook General Motors 
as the largest car Mfg. company in the 
world. Detroit came to the realization 
that something drastic had to be done 
to correct the situation.

Fast forward to 2016, the quality 
of American cars are on par and even 
arguably superb when compared to 
Japanese cars. We have heard about 
major recalls of Toyotas for dangerous 
acceleration and of the faulty airbags 
manufactured in Japan. 

Enter the world of Shidduchim.
In the American non-Chasiddish 

Velt, many girls have no Shidduch.
What went wrong? Why are they 

single? Is something the matter with 
them?

They did everything right; they 
went to the best elementary schools, 
high schools, camps, seminaries, etc. 
Many years have thus gone by and 
the problem has been exacerbated.

And it keeps on getting worse!
Yet, everyone postulates, Bash-

ert, Segulos, etc. We need more Bi-
tachon, Teffillos.

What is wrong with the system? 
A warning should be posted on the 
Bais Yakov buildings and printed on 
the application forms. 

Warning; sending your daughter 
to this school will possibly result in 
your daughter staying single forever! 

Some Askanim have researched 
the problem, spending enormous 
amounts of time, and effort, and 
succeeded in locating an amazing 
truth. The Age-Gap theory.

While admittedly at first, this 
rationale appeared doubtful, the 
veracity is astonishingly correct.

By the non-Chasiddish Olam, 
many less boys than girls enter into 
Shidduchim every single year. 

This truth is being advertised 
often, and some of the Olam is 
getting an understanding of the 
concept.

However as one letter writer 
recently pointed out, the situation 
has had little improvement, and 
certainly not at the level that would 
be hoped for.

The question is why?
The answer in my opinion is; that 

the seriousness and sense of mission 
in the attitude towards Shidduchim 
is lacking. Shidduchim are viewed 
as optional, “when I get around 
to it.” And, “If I get what I want”. 
Basically taking Hashem hostage, 
and negotiating the terms of his 
release r”l!

This approach is the root of the 
problem and the reason why we are 
all suffering from this crisis.

As one famous Shidduch 
coach wrote, “We are going about 
Shidduchim The American Way”

Exactly! That is the root of the 
problem! The American Way, 
packaged with a Torah wrapper. And 
just look to where this has led. 

Don’t Blame The Ribono Shel 
Olam! 

He is the source of kindness and 
created a Zivug for everyone.

We Are Messing Up!   
Learn from the Talmidei Chazon 

Ish, from European Litvishe, and 
from Chasiddim. Find out what is 
their mindset when approaching 
Shidduchim.

Consult with some of their 
leaders and hear from them what 
their approach is, and implement 
their proven way of ensuring that 
our daughters all get married!

Everyone wants a Bracha from 
Reb Chaim Kanievsky, but they do 
not take his Hadracha to have the 
boys marry young!

Elye Gestetner

Yorei Shomayim
As a child growing up, I always 

wondered what it meant when 
people classified an individual as 
a “Yorei Shamayim” a G-d fearing 
Jew.

Today, I obviously know very 
well what this term means and 
while many people may in fact have 
different interpretations as to what a 
true G-d fearing Jew is, one thing I 
am crystal clear in. If I see someone 
engaged in talking during davening, 
in my small my mind, that person is 
clearly not a G-d fearing Jew!! How 
else could that person have the 
audacity, the ultimate chutzpah to 
interrupt others who are trying to 
communicate and beseech Hashem, 
the King of Kings!!

Unfortunately, people have 
double standards and duplicity 
in their lives but Talking During 
Davening means that their very 
essence in comprehending “Gadloos 
HaBoreh” is befuddled and 
demented!! 

Time to start getting real serious 
about this issue soon before Hashem 
sends us a wake-up call. 

Chag Samaeach to all.
Yaakov Yisroel Lisker

Shabbos Siren and Women’s 
Pictures in the FJJ

To Flatbush Native: So you 
decided that the Shabbos siren is a 
Chillul Hashem. Are you a posek? 
Did you speak to a Rav about it? Is 
the Shabbos siren in Yerushalayim 
also a Chillul Hashem? It may be 
disturbing the Arab neighbors 
whose calls to prayer can be heard at 
all times of the day and night!! How 
about the church bells that peal and 
peal without stop here in Brooklyn? 
You have no problem with that?

I am one of the women, albeit 
from Boro Park, who loves the 
Shabbos siren, and I am not 
ashamed to say that I am busy with 
hachonos l’Shabbos until candle-
lighting time. Embarrassed for 
adding additional enhancements in 
honor of the Shabbos?? Absolutely 
not. I am not too busy for Shabbos, 
but rather very busy with Shabbos 
preparations. Maybe you do not 
invest as much time in preparing 
for Shabbos. And I’ve got news 
for you; we have no time on Erev 
Shabbos to be answering robo-calls, 
checking text messages and emails. 
A siren is the perfect solution to 
remind us that candle-lighting time 
is approaching. I sure hope that 
your fellow Flatbushians are not as 
abrasive as you are.

To Ann Koffsky: I appreciate 
your cogent and well-thought-
out arguments regarding pictures 
of women in the FJJ and I also 
appreciate your measured tone in 
expressing them.

I don’t agree with you and here’s 
why: David Hamelech in Tehillim 
wrote “kol kevudah bas melech 
pnimah.” The dignity of a daughter 
of the King is to remain concealed in 
her palace, and not be fodder for the 
stares of the common folk. We are 
all princesses, daughters of our King, 
Hashem. As such, it behooves us to 
preserve our dignity by not flaunting 
ourselves before the commoners. 
Our pictures do not belong splashed 
across the pages of the FJJ or any 
other publication, to be ogled by all 
and sundry. When three “wayfarers” 
came to Avraham Avinu’s tent, Sara 
Imainu busied herself preparing food 
for them, but she remained secluded 
in her tent. She was the epitome of a 
bas Melech. 

There is nothing demeaning or 
degrading about our exclusion from 
the photo pages of the FJJ. We are not 
relegated to second class citizenship. 
On the contrary; our exclusion is an 
implicit acknowledgement of our 
power as women. Men have the issue 
of shmiras ainayim; women don’t. 
I care enough about the menfolk 
in my life, (and, by extension, 
the menfolk in your life, too,) to 
willingly relinquish the ‘privilege/
right’ of having my picture appear in 
the photo pages of the FJJ.

I agree with you that photos 
do have a unique power to 
communicate ideas across divides 
that are not always possible 
through direct contact. Of course 
your daughter should be shown 
photos of her great grandmother, 
for whom she was named! And I 
hope that you have many photos 
of family members of both genders 
on display in your home. But those 
pictures do not have to be displayed 
in the public forum of a community 
newspaper!

I do believe that pictures of 
outstanding women like Sarah 
Shenirer, Rebbetzin Batsheva 
Kanievsky and Rebbetzin Pam 
are appropriate additions to a 
community newspaper like the FJJ 
because, as you correctly pointed 
out, they are our inspiration and 
pieces of our heritage and legacy, 
but that does not apply to most 
women today. These outstanding 
women are the exception, not the 
rule.

A Daughter of the King

Tzedaka Blues
I recently went to a wedding at 

Ateres Chynka for a friend. Instead 
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of enjoying myself and partaking in 
my friend’s simcha, all I can really 
remember is the frequency of the 
tzedaka collectors approaching me 
at every angle and moment that 
they could. There were swarms of 
collectors walking around, all for 
“worthy” causes I’m sure, harassing 
every guest the entire wedding. 

My question is, why is this 
allowed? Why does the hall let them 
in? Don’t weddings cost us enough 
money? Why are we letting our 
guests get bombarded like this? It 
brings a terrible environment to 
the simcha! If I was making such 
an expensive party, I would expect 
a certain level of decorum. I would 
insist the hall manager let them 
collect outside the hall. It is putting 
the guests in an uncomfortable 
situation! 

There is so much need out 
there and it is troubling, but don’t 
send the meshulachim to simchos 
to bother the guests. Speak to the 
management beforehand about this, 
they can also accommodate on this 
matter. If enough people care about 
the simcha environment, this will 
become standard procedure. But 
only if enough people insist on it. 

Klemmy

Summer Safety
To Our dear kehilla: Summer is 

around the corner, please let us be 
considerate of each other, Let’s be 
peaceful with each other.

When going to the country, 
please drive safely and follow all the 
laws. When being pulled over make 
sure you are polite to the police.

Thank you and have an uplifting, 
inspiring, terrific, fun, safe and 
enjoyable summer.

Grunny 

True Summer Happiness
As the summer months approach 

and many of us will be going on 
vacation, it behooves us to stop a 
moment and contemplate what in 
fact will bring happiness into our 
lives this summer. The reality is 
that many, if not most, people are 
not happy!! And Hashem certainly 
didn't create the world for people to 
be miserable!! 

I heard an amazing idea from 
the great Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, 
shlit”a. 

Rabbi Goldwasser in his daily 
"Morning Chizuk” on JM in the AM 
said that people in this world seek 
out the pleasures and joys that the 
world has to offer. Sometimes they 

are successful and sometimes they 
are not successful. And even if they 
are successful and find gratification 
it is usually short lived!!

There is one singular joy, one 
singular pleasure, one singular 
happiness that will bring joy, 
pleasure, and happiness even if 
the seeker only searches for it!! 
And that one thing is seeking out 
Hashem!! In fact we say those very 
words every day in “Hodu” in our 
morning davening - "Yismach Lev 
Me”Vakshay Hashem” the heart that 
seeks out Hashem is joyous!!

In addition, we say every Shabbos 
morning the words “Pikudei 
Hashem Yisharim, Mesamchay Lev”, 
the precepts of Hashem are upright, 
they bring joy to one’s heart!!

So before you search for happiness 
this coming summer - ask yourself 
one simple question!! Will I find 
Hashem in that place where I am 
going in search of happiness?? 

Understand that happiness will 
not be found on the beach or pool, 
nor in the movie theaters, not on 
Broadway, not in the bowling alley, 
not in the pizza parlors, not on the 
internet.........Happiness will only 
be found where we/you will find 
Hashem!! The main venue for us 
to seek and find Hashem is the 
four walls of the Bais Hamedrash/
Bais Hakneses. Yes, davening and 
learning Torah will bring you closer 
to Hashem and the ultimate pleasure 
and happiness that one can achieve 
in this world!!

Another summer will come and 
go and you are guaranteed to have 
a truly happy summer if, and only if, 
you are honest with yourself in your 
search for the ultimate happiness!!

A Happy!! Summer to all,
Shlomo Goldfedder

Ptcha Substitute for Females
Mrs. Ptcha: in response to the 

ptcha test I would like to mention 
some healthy alternatives to ptcha 
that are conducive to female taste. 
These include but are not limited 
to a grape fenugreek type and a 
quinoa lime, hereby disqualifying 
the writer’s chauvinistic views, as 
women will indeed be able to partake 
in this test. 

Mann Koffsky

Yeshiva Darchei Aliyah
I read with interest the article 

“A Yeshiva Grows in Brooklyn” 
about Yeshiva Darchei Aliya that 
appeared in the June 2nd issue of 
the FJJ, because my seven year-old 

grandson, Chanoch, is in the second 
grade of this yeshiva. 

Chanoch is taught Chumash 
with the trop. Learning Chumash 
with the trop makes it easier for 
him to remember the pesukim, and 
I continue to be amazed at how 
much Chumash Chanoch knows 
and how well he knows it. And 
make no mistake, he can translate 
and explain all of the pesukim 
that he has learned. In addition, 
he knows many of them by heart. 
And, of course, Chumash is not the 
only Limudei Kodesh subject he is 
being taught. I am often impressed 
by the breadth of his knowledge of 
many facets of Yahadus. (By the 
way, when he davens Shma, he says 
it with the trop and sounds like a 
Rov!)

Professor Yitzchok Levine

The Little Things
As you might remember, the 

head of a company survived 9/11 be-
cause his son started kindergarten. 
Another fellow was alive because it 
was his turn to bring donuts. One 
woman was late because her alarm 
clock didn’t go off in time. One was 
late because of being stuck on the 
NJ Turnpike because of an auto ac-
cident. One of them missed his bus. 
One spilled food on her clothes and 
had to take time to change. One’s 
Car wouldn’t start. One couldn’t get 
a taxi. 

The one that struck me was the 
man who put on a new pair of shoes 
that morning, took the various 
means to get to work but before he 
got there, he developed a blister on 
his foot. He stopped at a drugstore 
to buy a Band-Aid. That is why he is 
alive today..

Now when I am stuck in traffic, 
miss an elevator, turn back to answer 
a ringing telephone ... all the little 
things that annoy me. I think to my-
self, This is exactly where G-d wants 
me to be at this very moment!!

Next time your morning seems 
to be going wrong, you can’t seem 
to find the car keys, you hit every 
traffic light, don’t get mad or frus-
trated; It may be just that G-d is at 
work watching over you. May G-d 
continue to bless you with all those 
“annoying” little things and may 
you remember their possible pur-
pose.

Pass this on to your friends, so 
they will SEE HaShem in their daily 
lives.

Delayed Gratification
As Shavuos is here, we must 

analyze our approach to the receiving 
of the Torah in the past and how we 
want to relate to it in the present. 

Initially when G-d gave us the 
Torah we said Naase Venishma, but 
only for the written law (according 
to one modern commentator) not 
the oral one. G-d had to threaten 
us with a suspended mountain to 
guarantee our acceptance of the oral 
law. In essence we wanted instant 
gratification, as the written law is 
a “what you see is what you get” 
document. 

However, later in history by 
Purim, we chose the better route 
of delayed gratification when 
we lovingly and out of free will 
accepted the oral law. Interestingly, 
the Megillah describes our 
acceptance as “Kimu Vekiblu – we 
held it and accepted it,” similar to 
our original terminology of “Naase 
Venishma.” Indeed, we took on 
instant acceptance with the notion 
that “later work” involved in 
uncovering the oral law’s depth 
was worth it.

The Zohar says the Torah is 
given anew every day. The question 
then is why Shavuos is named 
“Zman Matan Torateinu” as every 
day we accept it. My cousin, Rabbi 
Yakov Nagen, Rosh Kollel at 
Yeshiva Otniel answers that indeed 
every day the Torah is given but 
we have such outside noise and 
distractions that we can’t hear it. 
For “Matan Torah” got took care 
of the noise as the world was silent 
at that time.

We just read Parshah Bechokotai, 
Famously; Rashi says that we must 
be Amel Be’Torah. The Gematriah 
of Amel (ayin, mem, lamed) is 
140. This equals the Hebrew word 
“Kam” (Kuf, Mem) “rise up.” Today 
we must take the initiative and 
silence all noise and distractions 
that prevent us from tuning into 
the Torah on a daily basis. And 
we must face it with an attitude of 
delayed gratification knowing that 
all feelings of accomplishment come 
through hard work.

Reb Chaim Kanievsky shlita, 
the master of the oral law says 
Moshiach is on the doorstep and 
that it is destined to come the year 
after Shmittah. We must rise up 
to delve into the most satisfying 
body of thought ever presented to 
humankind; the oral law.

Steven Genack
Founder of Aish Haolam

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 126
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FJJ Opinions
Like Mother, Like Son 
Stephen M. Flatow/JnS 

The details of last month’s stab-
bing of two elderly Israeli women 
have finally been released, and they 
include several troubling revelations.

On May 11, the two women, ages 
82 and 86, were stabbed by two Pal-
estinian terrorists on the popular 
Haas Promenade in Jerusalem’s Ar-
mon Hanatziv neighborhood. We al-
ready knew, from one of the victims’ 
friends, that Arab workers standing 
nearby refused her pleas to call an 
ambulance.

But now we also know—from the 
details that the Israeli police recent-
ly released—that the attackers dis-
cussed their plans for the attack on 
their Facebook pages, and that after 
the attack, they also communicated 
via WhatsApp. Remember when we 
used to think that economic advance-
ment, and the availability of modern 
technology, would lead the Pales-
tinians to become more moderate? 
Remember the idea that if the Arabs 
personally experienced the benefits 
of the modern world, they would 
not risk losing it by resorting to ter-
rorism? Instead of Facebook and 
WhatsApp leading to moderation, 
young Arabs are using them in the 
service of extremism and violence.

The most disturbing revelation 
about the May 11 attack is that the 
two attackers were only 16 and 17 
years old, and the mother of one of 
them was herself recently arrested for 
attempting to stab Jews near Jerusa-
lem.

A 16-year-old should be going to 
the movies with friends, worrying 
about his first date, and learning how 
to drive. What could possess him 
to instead savagely stab two elderly 
women who no doubt closely resem-
ble his own grandmother?

No Palestinian child is born a ter-
rorist. They are raised to be that way. 
These two teenage stabbers were 
educated in Palestinian Authority 
(PA) schools where the children are 
taught to believe that Jews are evil 
and that murdering Jews is not only 
justified but obligatory. They attend-
ed mosques where imams preached 
hatred. They watched PA television 
and radio, where terrorists are hailed 
as “martyrs” and “heroes.”

And the fact that the mother of 
one of the stabbers was herself a ter-
rorist gives us a pretty good idea of 
the kinds of ideas that were commu-
nicated around the dinner table in 
their home.

Earlier this year, I wrote about 
the father of 16-year-old Murad 
Adais, who broke into the home of 
a young Israeli Jewish mother of six 
and brutally stabbed her to death. “I 
am proud of my son,” the father an-
nounced.

Not long after that, the official 
Facebook page of the Fatah move-
ment (which is headed by PA Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas) posted a 
large photo of the mother of the late 
Muhammed Shamasneh, a Palestin-
ian terrorist who stabbed three Jews 
near the Jerusalem central bus sta-
tion. His mother was smiling broadly 
and making a “V” sign with her right 
hand. The caption under the photo 
read, “How great you are, O mother 
of the Martyr.”

The website of Palestinian Media 
Watch overflows with similar exam-
ples of pro-terrorism statements by 
parents of Palestinian terrorists.

Supporters of the Palestinian 
cause are always telling us that or-
dinary Palestinians are just like or-
dinary folks everywhere. They claim 
that Palestinian moms and dads have 
the same concerns as moms and dads 
in America, Israel, and anyplace else.

But when we see what it is that 
many Palestinian moms and dads ac-
tually say and do, we have to rethink 
those kinds of assumptions. Back in 
1996, then-first lady Hillary Clinton 
authored a children’s book titled “It 
Takes a Village.” Her argument was 
that a child is shaped in part by the 
various people who live in his or her 
village and the cultural influences to 
which the child is subjected.

The typical Palestinian village is 
saturated with glorification of vio-
lence and hatred of Jews. The schools 
teach it, the imams preach it, and the 
government-sponsored news media 
promote it. But the Palestinian cul-
ture of hatred and violence begins 
with parents who praise the violence, 
who encourage their children to ad-
mire it, and who themselves some-
times practice it.

The Truth About the S-word in Israel 
eliana Rudee/JnS

“I’m sure you get this question a lot, but….”
It always starts with those words. What follows is the predictable, 

frequently asked question on the minds of friends, family, and Jewish 
mothers when I get back to the U.S. 

“Is it safe?”
“Do you feel safe?”
“So, how’s the security in Israel?”
It’s not that I blame people for asking. I’m sure that I asked my 

Israeli friends the same question before some of my trips to Israel. 
But every time I get asked this question (which is usually a knee-jerk 
reaction to telling people I live in Israel), I can’t help but chuckle to 
myself. I chuckle 
not because it’s 
a silly question, 
but because safe-
ty (or lack there-
of) is so clearly 
the first thing 
people associate with Israel, and so clearly not my first association. 

I expect their questions to be about eating salad for breakfast, 
about the crazy-hot weather, about the friends I’ve made from nearly 
every continent, my job, progress in learning Hebrew, cultural differ-
ences, or the Israeli people. But it’s usually about security. So I’d like 
to answer this question once and for all for my curious compadres. 

I often start my answer with a simple “Yes. I do think Israel is safe, 
I feel safe, and safety is top-priority in Israel.”

And then, of course, come the explanations, which may include 
the following:

- I can count the number of times I was scared on one finger.
- Different areas of Israel come with different safety concerns. In 

the south, it’s rockets. In Tel Aviv, non-terrorism related violence. 
In Jerusalem, it’s not being run over by Bibi’s motorcade on the way 
home from work.

- If you are going to be scared anywhere in Israel, be scared in 
a car! There are more car-related deaths than war-related deaths in 
Israel’s history.

- If it bleeds, it leads. The media totally exaggerates the danger in 
Israel. 

- From a statistical point of view, you’re more likely to be hurt 
driving to JFK Airport from New York City than during a three-week 
stay in Israel.

- Just like in any city, you have to know where it is safe to go and 
where you should not go alone. 

- I feel safer walking alone in downtown Jerusalem than I do in 
downtown Seattle.

- Having guns around you all the time in Israel actually make you 
feel safer because you know exactly what they are for. Nearly every-
where else, they seem excessive, unpredictable, and scary. 

Honestly, you’re more likely to choke on a carrot dipped in hum-
mus than be involved in a terrorist attack in Israel. And no, that has 
never happened to me…the carrot was dipped in tahini. 

But in all seriousness, there is an element of risk in everything, 
including living in Jerusalem. But I, along with most Israelis, don’t see 
risk as any reason not to be in Israel, not to travel there for vacation, 
or to do anything except live life to the fullest, spending our lives 
in the place that calls to us. After all, if we made all of our decisions 
based on risk, we probably would be pretty boring and miserable. 
And the Israeli people are a lot of things, but boring and miserable, 
we are not. 
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Ben Cohen/JnS

A haredi Jew looks into a mirror 
and sees the face of Adolf Hitler gaz-
ing back at him. The walls and guard 
towers of Auschwitz are squeezed 
into a snow shaker, with flying dollar 
bills replacing the fake snowflakes. 
Another haredi Jew waves a swas-
tika-shaped fan at an Israeli flag, 
which blows furiously atop a corpse 
draped in a Palestinian flag. 

Not enough? There’s more. The 
gates of Auschwitz, adorned with the 
deadly motto “Arbeit Macht Frei,” 
swing open to reveal the Al-Aqsa 
mosque, which sits on Jerusalem’s 
Temple Mount. Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, devils’ 
horns jutting from his forehead, 
gives a Nazi salute; instead of his 
usual business suit, he wears a blood-
stained brown uniform, with a Star 
of David rendered as a swastika dec-
orating the sleeve.

These are just a selection of the 
entries submitted to Iran’s latest Ho-
locaust cartoon contest, currently on 
display in Tehran at the none-too-
subtly named Islamic Propaganda 
Organization. By and large, the car-
toons are crudely drawn, in keeping 
with the themes that they promote.

Yet I have to confess to being 
more bored than shocked. Such im-
agery is hardly new, after all. The 
depictions of Jews in this exhibit 
are straight out of Nazi propaganda, 
while the depiction of the State of Is-
rael as Hitler’s inheritor was pushed 
by the Soviet Union for almost half 
a century. The Islamist barbarians 
who run Iran may be many things, 
but creators of path breaking art they 
are definitely not. 

As fashionable as it is in Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s circle to pre-
tend that the Iranian regime is in the 
throes of dramatic change, with a 
surging “moderate” wing that wants 
to engage the West, this latest car-
toon contest—like last year’s contest, 
like the first cartoon contest in 2005, 
and like the conference of Holocaust 
deniers convened in 2006—demon-
strates that the mullahs’ cannot kick 
their enduring pathology: striking a 
blow at the global Jewish conspiracy 
by wiping Israel off the map. 

Even if we accept for the sake of 
argument that the regime can be 
simply bifurcated into “moderates” 

and “hardliners,” those Iranian lead-
ers identified in the West as “mod-
erates” come out of this latest car-

toon scandal looking far shabbier 
than their “hardline” rivals. Recall 
that Iran’s “hardline” supreme lead-
er, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, chose 
Holocaust Remembrance Day to 
question whether the slaughter of 6 
million Jews had in fact occurred. 
The cartoon contest, backed to the 
hilt by the regime, is the natural 
outgrowth of Iran’s state policy of 
anti-Semitism, which holds that 
the Holocaust is a myth shameless-
ly used by the Jewish state to garner 
world sympathy. Khamenei and his 
cohorts, who are structurally 
and politically at the center of 
power in Iran, are quite open 
about all this and don’t feel the 
need to rationalize or excuse 
the state-sponsored mockery 
of the genocide of Jews.

Not so with Iranian For-
eign Minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif, whose detestation of 
Israel doesn’t blind him to the 
fact that the countries he flirts 
with, like Germany, take a dim 
view of Iran’s Holocaust deni-
al antics. But unlike the “hardliners,” 
who are disarmingly honest about 
their views on the Jewish people and 
their desire to eliminate Israel, Zarif 
speaks with a forked tongue. 

That shouldn’t mask the fact that 
Zarif is both a coward, since he re-
fuses to condemn the cartoon con-
test, and a liar, since he insists that 
the regime he represents has nothing 
to do with it. Speaking to The New 
Yorker, Zarif clucked, “Don’t consid-
er Iran a monolith. The Iranian gov-
ernment does not support, nor does 
it organize, any cartoon festival of 
the nature that you’re talking about.” 
That claim is about as truthful as the 

Obama administration’s reassurance 
that the nuclear deal struck with 
Tehran will prevent the regime from 

developing nuclear 
weapons. In other 
words, it isn’t at all.

No doubt, there 
are those who will 
take Zarif at face 
value, and perhaps 
even laud the fact 
that, by his account, 
artists exhibiting in 
Iran have creative li-
cense unfettered by 
government restric-
tions—so long, that 

is, as their subject is the Holocaust. 
For those not seduced by wishful 
thinking, there is the cold reality 
that the cartoon exhibit is complete-
ly dependent upon regime support. 
As the Iranian writer Majid Moham-
madi pointed out in a detailed brief-
ing published by the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, the institutions 
involved in the exhibit are “all or-
ganized, financed, and managed 
under the supreme leader’s office, 
his appointed bodies, and the execu-
tive branch headed by the president. 

There are no private or independent 
nongovernmental institutions active 
in this area. The government and its 
varied set of institutions are the only 
ones that pay for these types of ideo-
logically oriented activities. There is 
no channel for private funds, and no 
provision in Iran’s tax code, to sup-
port these activities.”

Why engage in such an activity in 
the first place? “The Islamic Republic 
seeks to be the most prominent glob-
al voice of anti-semitic and anti-Is-
rael sentiment and in doing so has 
made connections with and promot-
ed individuals espousing these views 
from across the world,” Mohamma-

di says. “The Holocaust is just a sub-
ject of a set of cartoons in this effort.”

This is not a recent development, 
nor is it related to Israeli policy or 
anything Israel actually does. An-
ti-Semitism among Iran’s Islamists 
in fact precedes the creation of the 
State of Israel. In his excellent book 
“Germany and Iran: From the Ary-
an Axis to the Nuclear Threshold,” 
German historian Matthias Kuent-
zel described the massive audience 
in Iran for Radio Zeesen, a Nazi 
propaganda outlet that broadcasted 
programming in Farsi. Among the 
listeners was the figurehead of Ira-
nian Islamism, Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. According to Kuentzel, 
Khomeini was an enthusiastic “con-
noisseur” of European anti-Sem-
itism. “They are liars and deter-
mined,” Khomeini wrote in a tract 
entitled “The Islamic State.” There 
was also the following claim, based 
on the same wretched fantasies that 
lead to Holocaust denial: “We see 
today that the Jews (may God curse 
them) have meddled with the text of 
the Qur’an and have made certain 
changes in the Qur’ans they have 

printed in the occupied 
territories.”

These same views pre-
vail among Iran’s leaders 
today, no matter what 
Zarif says. Indeed, to dis-
avow Khomeini would be 
unthinkable in the cur-
rent context, as demon-
strated by the recent elec-
tion of Ayatollah Ahmed 
Jannati as head of the 
“Assembly of Experts,” 
a key ruling body that 

chooses the supreme leader.
Jannati is a boilerplate fanatic 

who leads chants of “Death to Amer-
ica” and “Death to Israel” at Friday 
prayers. It was Jannati who, in 2009, 
backed then President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s blood-drenched 
crackdown against pro-democracy 
demonstrators. The regime that ex-
isted in 2009 still exists today, with 
the same mechanisms of fearsome 
repression at its disposal. It cannot 
be reformed, and certainly not from 
within. But—heretical as it is to say 
this—it can, and should, be over-
thrown.

The Opinions column reflects the opinion of the author only, not necessarily those of the FJJ.

FJJ Opinions Iran’s Holocaust Cartoon Contest  
Is No Caricature of Regime’s Identity
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Dr. Meir Wikler is a psychotherapist and family 
counselor in full-time private practice with offices 
in Boro Park and Lakewood. He is also a prolific 
author and sought after public speaker.

Good Grief:  
The Case Against Overprotection  (Continuation)EXCERPT FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH BOOK BY DR. MEIR WIKLER

Partners with Hashem
“If you bring up the subject, the 

children will get more upset. The 
best thing for children is not to talk 
about it.”

Nothing could be further from 
the truth! Our sages instruct us not 
to distract mourners from their grief. 
On the contrary, we are encouraged 
to help them face the reality of their 
loss. Children also must be allowed, 
and encouraged, to face and come to 
terms with the reality of their loss, 
just like the adults. It is the non-Jew-
ish world that emphasizes denial of 
death through rituals and practices 
that treat the deceased as if he or she 
were still alive.

“But you never hear children 
talking among themselves or with 
adults about the death. Doesn’t that 
indicate that they don’t want to 
think about it; that it would be too 
upsetting for them to talk about?”

No, all it indicates is that they 
have picked up the nonverbal mes-
sage from the adults around them 
that the adults are too uncomfortable 
to talk about it. As disconcerting as 

the whole subject is for us adults, it 
is even more uncomfortable for us 
to try to discuss death with children. 
For that reason, perhaps, many oth-
erwise intelligent, knowledgeable 
and sensitive adults look for excuses 
and rationalizations to justify their 
avoidance of the issue. Children gen-
erally take their cues from adults, es-
pecially when it comes to unfamiliar 
matters. So when the adults remain

silent about the passing of a loved 
one, the children follow the example 
and suppress their own thoughts, 
questions and feelings.

The silence of the adults, however, 
is misleading. The adults are only si-
lent on this subject around children. 
Whenever they get together with 
other adults soon after the death of 
someone close, these same people 
will talk of little else. In doing so, 
they will reach out for support and 
indulge themselves in the very outlet 
that they deny the children. Grief is a 
natural human emotion, one which 
is perfectly appropriate for children 
as it is for adults.

When grief is suppressed it can 
be harmful. When it is expressed 
and shared, it can be good and ben-
eficial grief. When death touches the 
lives of children who do not become 
aveilim, the adults around them 
need to follow the same guidelines 
for dealing with death that Chazal, 
in their infinite wisdom, laid out for 
us in the Shulchan Aruch.

1.Do not deny the death. 
Any attempt to do so is mislead-

ing and counterproductive. Just as 
aveilim attend the funeral and burial, 
events which concretize the reality 
of a death, so too no effort should be 
made to “shield” children from the 
truth. Children do not have to be ex-
posed to all the gory details, but the 
basic facts are necessary for them.

2. Give them an opportunity to 
talk about the death, the niftar and 
their feelings. 

Aveilim are afforded ample op-
portunity to commiserate through 
the shivah visits of their friends, rel-
atives and neighbors. Children need 
similar opportunities to raise their 
questions, quiet their fears and ex-
press their feelings. As mentioned 
earlier, children take their cues from 
adults. If discussion is not initiated 
by adults, it may not take place at 
all — certainly not in the supportive, 
constructive atmosphere in which 
it should be conducted. Therefore, 
adults need to let children know, by 
setting the proper example, that it 
is perfectly acceptable to talk about 
the death and the niftar. Generally, 
once the subject is raised by adults, 
children jump at the chance to un-
burden themselves.

3. Help the children validate 
their feelings. 

When adults who are sitting shi-
vah express sadness, loss or pain, 
those who come to comfort are ad-
monished not to tell the mourner, 
“What can you do? You can’t change 

things, anyway” (Yoreh De’ah 376:2). 
While this ruling is meant to prevent 
one from sounding as though he or 
she is criticizing Hashem’s actions, it 
also serves to permit the mourners to 
give vent to their feelings of loss.

Similarly, adults must help chil-
dren to accept their own feelings. 
This is done by hearing the children 
out and then letting them know that 
they are not alone, that others feel 
the same way.

In addition, children have many 
questions about death that may 
frighten and upset them. These ques-
tions need to be answered with sym-
pathy, honesty and respect for their 
intelligence. Efforts to give false re-
assurance by feeding into their ten-
dency for magical thinking will only 
backfire.

We must make note of one ex-
tremely common example of such 
misguided efforts at comfort. We 
know that we will be reunited with 
all our departed loved ones when the 
dead are resurrected.

Most children assume that this 
will coincide with the advent of 
Mashiach. As adults, we are emo-
tionally well prepared for the pros-
pect that the awaited reunion may 
be long in coming. But when chil-
dren are told that “Mashiach could 
come tomorrow,” and he doesn’t 
arrive, they suffer more disappoint-
ment than adults can imagine. And 
this disappointment is compounded 
daily, forcing the children to won-
der why this reunion is being post-
poned — in some cases, even blam-
ing themselves for the delay; in other 
cases, forfeiting belief in one of the 
fundamental principles of Judaism.

To be continued ….

Guidance & Support  
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Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC
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Kabbolas HaTorah At Three Landmark Flatbush Yeshivos:  
The Mirrer Yeshiva, Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin and Mesivta Torah Vodaath
Daniel Keren

First night of Shavuos. It is a 
time-honored and beautiful custom 
throughout Klal Yisroel for men to 
go to shuls, battei midrashim and ye-
shivos and stay up all night learning 
Torah. They are encouraged by their 
Nashim Tzidkoniyus, the wives and 
mothers. This minhag to learn all 
night demonstrates the strong love 
that the Jewish people have always 
had for Hashem’s holy gift – Matan 
Torah which was given 3,322 years 
ago this coming Shavuos. 

And yet as we all know, the 
strong bonds a Jew has for learning 
the Torah (and keeping its mitzvos) 
should not be reserved for just one 
night. Rather than one glorious in-
spiring evening, it should give us the 
strength to continue learning Torah 
with vigor throughout the year.
Shuls, Yeshivos  
and Torah Centers

In Flatbush, baruch Hashem, our 
community has been blessed with 
countless vibrant shuls, yeshivos and 
Torah Centers, serving every branch 
of the Ashkenazic and Sephardic 
world that has immigrated to our 
shores. Each such institution is wor-
thy of a full profile in The Flatbush 
Jewish Journal. But for this issue, 
our focus is going to be on three ma-
jor world renown makom haTorahs 
that have not only sent forth their 
graduates to almost every major ke-
hillah in the world, but have in the 
process dramatically changed the 
face of Yiddishkeit in Flatbush as we 
know it today.

Just as Shimon HaTzadik said 
(Pirkei Avos 1:2) – “The world 
stands on three things – on [the 
study of] Torah, the service [of 
Hashem] and deeds of kindness,” 
so too can it be said that the vibrant 
pace of frum Jewish life in Flatbush 
is based on three landmark pillars 
– [in chronological order of their 
establishment in our community] – 
the Mirrer Yeshiva, Yeshivas Rabbi 
Chaim Berlin and Mesivta Torah 
Vodaath.

Speak to the old-timers who 
came to Flatbush more than 50 
years ago and they will be the first 
to admit that this Brooklyn com-
munity then when compared to 
today, was a literal spiritual Midbar 
or wilderness. It wasn’t until 1960 
that the first Shomer Shabbos gro-
cery store opened up near Avenue 

M. But, Flatbush was beginning to 
attract Shomer Shabbos families, 
many with young children who 
were searching for a safe neighbor-
hood as demographic resulted in 
the rapid decline of once vibrant 
kehillas such as Brownsville and 
Crown Heights.  In part the fact that 
the Mirrer Yeshiva had been estab-
lished in Flatbush on the corner of 

Ocean Parkway and Avenue R in 
1950 was an attraction to many of 
these families that had boys.
Helping the Community

When Charles Schumer, today 
the senior United States Senator in 
Washington, D.C. from the State of 
New York had just become a Brook-
lyn Congressman whose district 
included a large swath of Flatbush, 

he spoke to Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
zt”l, the president of Agudath Israel 
of America. He asked the nation-
al askan, “What can I do as a con-
gressman to help the Jewish com-
munity?”

Rabbi Sherer answered him that 
“if the yeshivos of the community 
are strong and grow and prosper, 
then the Jewish community in Flat-
bush will be strong and flourish.” He 
urged then Congressman Schumer 
to do all in his power to help the ye-
shivos in Flatbush develop to their 
full potential.

Rabbi Pinchos Hecht, the exec-
utive director of the Mirrer Yeshi-
va told the Flatbush Jewish Journal 
that the origins of the Brooklyn ye-
shiva go back to the establishment 
of the original Mir Yeshiva in Po-
land. When Germany and Russia 
made an evil pact to invade Poland 
in 1939, the yeshiva managed to sur-
vive by getting travel visas to Japan 
from Chiune Sugihara, the Japanese 
consul-general in Lithuania. 
Rav Kalmanowitz, zt”l

With funds raised by Rav Avra-
ham Kalmanowitz, zt”l, who had 
escaped to America, the Mir Ye-
shiva was able to buy tickets on the 
Trans-Siberian Railroad to Vlodis-
vostock and from there obtain pas-
sage on boats to Kobe, Japan. After 
six months, the Japanese govern-
ment sent the students and rebbeim 
of the Mir Yeshiva to Shanghai, Chi-
na which was occupied by the Jap-
anese. Rav Kalmanowitz continued 
to send funds during the duration of 
the Second World War and support 
the yeshiva.

After the Second World War 
ended, Rav Kalmanowitz purchased 
ship passage for the talmidim and 
faculty of the Mir Yeshiva to travel 
across the Pacific to San Francisco 
and then on transcontinental trains 
to New York where he reestab-
lished the Mirrer Yeshiva in Amer-
ica, briefly in Far Rockaway and 
Brownsville, before purchasing the 
current location in Flatbush.

Rav Kalmanowitz’s daughter 
married Rav Shmuel Berenbaum, 
zt”l, whose connection to the Mir 
Yeshiva was cemented by not only 
his years as an amazing masmid in 
Shanghai but also as an illuy in Mir, 
Poland. Following the petirah of 
Rav Kalmanowitz, Rav Berenbaum 

Mirrer Yeshiva

Yeshivas Rabbi Chaim Berlin

Mesivta Torah Vodaath

CONTINUED ON PAGE 144
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Are Tradeoffs Accepted in Heaven? 

It is clear that we need to gain a 
deeper understanding of Achav. In 
this way, we can understand why he 
was mourned by the righteous people 
of his time. Are we to view him as thor-
oughly wicked, or as a person with an 
equal amount of merits and sins?

To do so, we must first examine an 
interesting question discussed by the 
Rishonim regarding man’s Final Judg-
ment in the Heavenly Court.

The average person judged by the 
Beis Din shel Maalah is neither per-
fectly righteous nor entirely wicked. 
A decent Jew passes away with many 
mitzvos to his credit, and — unfor-
tunately — with some aveiros. Can a 
person bargain with the Beis Din shel 
Ma’alah? Can he say, “I know that I de-
serve to go to Gehinnom to be cleansed 
of my sins. Gehinnom does not look so 
pleasant. Remove some of my mitzvos 
from my account, in exchange for my 
aveiros. Allow me to avoid Gehinomm 
and go directly to Gan Eden with the 
remainder of my mitzvos!”

Does this work? Are tradeoffs ac-
cepted in Heaven?

In an essay recorded in Sefer Chas-
sidim (#605), Rav Nissim Gaon writes 
that Hashem prefers to have good peo-
ple leave this world with a clean slate. 
To achieve this, good people are some-
times made to suffer in this world, to 
atone for their sins. There are times 
that causing a particular person to 
suffer will remove his freewill. In such 
cases, Hashem does not force the per-
son to atone through suffering, and the 
person comes to Heaven with sins that 
remain. Rav Nissim Gaon says that 
such a person is not punished for his 
sins. Beis Din shel Maalah will cancel 
these sins by wiping away some of the 
person’s merits to “even out the score.”

Thus, Rav Nissim Gaon under-
stands that a person can “opt out” 
of Gehinnom by paying for sins with 
some of his mitzvos.

This concept is supported by Sefer 
HaAruch, (a compendium of Talmu-
dic definitions, written by one of the 
Rishonim). In the entry for “makifin 
— extend credit,” Aruch cites the Tal-
mudic teaching,

“Ein makifin b’chillul Hashem — 
No credit is extended to those who 
desecrate Hashem’s Name.”

Aruch explains that the Heaven-
ly Court will not extend credit to a 
person by allowing him to perform 
a mitzvah that will atone for his des-
ecration of Hashem’s Name. From 

this, one may conclude that if a per-
son sinned in a manner that did not 
cause a chillul Hashem, he would be 
allowed to use his credit for a mitzvah 
to atone for the sin.

If this arrangement sounds too 
good to be true, it is. Many Rishonim 
disagree sharply.

Rambam disagrees with Rav Nis-
sim Gaon. The Mishnah (Avos 4:29) 
states, “Blessed is [Hashem], before 
Whom there is no iniquity, no forget-
fulness, no favoritism, and no accep-
tance of bribery.”

Rambam is bothered by the need 
to mention that Hashem does not take 
bribes. “How would one pay a bribe to 
Hashem, and what can be offered as a 
bribe?” he wonders rhetorically.

“This Mishnah actually refers to 
Hashem’s refusal to accept a person’s 
good deeds as a ‘bribe,’” says Rambam. 
“If a person has a thousand merits, for 
instance, and but one sin, Hashem will 
not remove one of his thousand merits 
in order to erase the sin. Hashem will 
first demand retribution for the sin, 
and only then will He allow the person 
to be rewarded for his merits.”

According to Rambam, a person 
must be cleansed of his sins by expe-
riencing the pain of Gehinnom. Each 
and every sin must be paid for. Only 
then can a person receive reward for 
all his merits. The following Midrash 
reflects this approach. On the verse, 
“For You repay each man according 
to his deeds” (Tehillim 62:13), Mid-
rash Shocher Tov states, “One might 
think that if a person has ten mitzvos 
and ten aveiros, Hashem would allow 
them to counterbalance one another.

But HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not 
do that; first He punishes for aveiros, 
then He rewards for mitzvos.”

So, while Rav Nissim Gaon main-
tains that there is a shortcut to Gan 
Eden, which avoids Gehinnom, the 
Rambam disagrees.

A parable can be used to explain 
Rambam’s opinion.

A person is invited to a grand 
banquet. His mouth is watering in 
anticipation of the delicacies that will 
be served. However, he has a slight 
problem. His teeth are decayed and he 
cannot chew. He must go to a dentist 
and have his teeth drilled and filled. 
Only then can he partake of the deli-
cious food at the banquet.

(My apologies to our dentists for 
comparing their drilling to the expe-
rience of Gehinnom, but I think that 
most people will relate.)

A person who sinned has deprived 
his neshamah of the ability to expe-
rience Gan Eden. He has destroyed 
within himself the necessary tools for 
partaking in the celestial banquet. His 
neshamah must first be “drilled and 
filled.” It must be repaired in Gehin-
nom. Only then does he have the tools 
to experience and appreciate Gan Eden.

Do most Rishonim accept the opin-
ion of Rambam or that of Rav Nissim 
Gaon? Ramban (Devarim 10:16) cites 
Rambam’s teaching and does not ar-
gue with it. Considering the detractors, 
it seems that we cannot rely on the 
shortcut of trading mitzvos for aveiros. 
It seems that we have no choice but to 
do teshuvah in this world, or we will 
have to suffer the experience of Gehin-
nom, rachmana l’tzlon.

But Rav Reuven Margulies, in 
his notes to Sefer Chassidim, Mekor 
Chesed, points out that the Talmud’s 
teaching regarding Achav seems to 
refute Rambam’s opinion.

As we have seen, Rav Nachman 
taught that Achav had an equal num-
ber of merits and sins. Rav Yosef ar-

gued that a person who was so devoted 
to evil could not possibly attain such a 
balance. Rather, said Rav Yosef, since 
Achav was a vatran in monetary mat-
ters, half his sins were erased.

Rav Margulies points out that Rav 
Yosef did not mention teshuvah. He 
does not maintain that Achav repent-
ed for idol worship or any of his other 
considerably evil deeds. Nevertheless, 
he was able to erase half his sins through 
this one merit of being a vatran. It 
would seem that the rest of us, who are 
not as bad as Achav, would certainly be 
able to use our merits to cancel our sins.

Mekor Chesed seems to prove that 
Rav Nissim Gaon and the Aruch are 
correct. Why do Rambam and Ram-
ban maintain that we cannot trade 
merits for sins? How would they an-
swer this proof?

The answer to this question will pro-
vide an extraordinary insight into the 
story of Achav. It will also help us un-
derstand why righteous people spoke 
at the funeral of Achav, and what they 
said in their eulogy. We will see that we 
have much to learn from Achav.

RABBI YISROEL REISMAN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Pathways of the Prophets Shortchuts to Gan Eden (continuation)

A Letter from HaRav Yitzchok Sheiner, shlita  
Rosh Hayeshiva Yeshivas Kaminetz, Yerushalayim  

About The Importance Of Greeting People

Yeshivas Kaminetz – Yerushalayim
Kenesses Beis Yitzchok 

In honor of my beloved friend…the one that is important and pre-
cious, Shalom U’Beracha, peace and blessing, 

I went over your very precious kuntres (pamphlet), which talks about 
the inyan (topic) of kabalas benai chaveiro besaiver panim yafos (ac-
knowledging your friend with a nice and pleasant face).  I had much 
pleasure from your precious words which are all brought from our great 
and holy Rabbeim. 

My personal feeling is that there was a great toeles (benefit) from the 
knowledge and remembrance of the words of our Gedolim. It is a great 
mitzvah to publicize their pleasant words amongst bnai Torah in every 
place.  It is a great need to publicize this thing as much as possible. This 
hanhagah kedosha (holy action and practice) must be spread amongst 
acheinu bnai Yisroel, our brothers the nation of Klal Yisroel, in every 
place. This also includes both people who are older and those that are 
still younger. 

In truth, this has been started by the gedolei Gedolim, the greatest of 
the greatest, the Baalei Mussar, starting from Rav Yisroel Salanter zt”l. 

May Hashem help you to succeed in this great and holy mission. This in-
yan will be considered a great zechus (merit for you), as it is a davar ha’omed 
berumo shel Olam (something that stands in the height of the world). 

Your friend who loves you with heart and soul, 
Rav Yitzchok Sheiner   

[This letter was written as approbation for a booklet entitled “The Great Importance 
of Saying Good Morning” which brings many sources that speak about the importance of 
greeting people. The original letter was  written in loshon hakodesh.  The above is a free 
translation of the letter.]
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Thoughts On Talmud Torah Based Upon The Writings Of Chacham Ovadiah Yosef zt”l 
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

Introduction: � e following article 
is based upon the writings of Cha-
cham Ovadiah Yosef zt”l as quoted 
in Halichos Mussar, Erech Torah pg. 
1093. � e words of Chacham Ovadi-
ah as related to Talmud Torah are es-
pecially appropriate during the time 
of Zeman Matan Toraseinu. 

It is explained in Maseches Shab-
bos Daf 88 that Torah is the Kiyum 
of the world. We learn this from 
what is stated “Vayehi Erev Vayeh 
Boker Yom HaShishi”. � e extra let-
ter of Hay (Hashishi) teaches us that 
Hashem Kiveyachol made a Tenay, 
condition with the Torah at Maaseh 
Beraishis. If Klal Yisroel accepts the 
Torah then Maaseh Beraishis will 
remain, but if chas veshalom they 
don’t, then I will return the entire 
creation to Toho Vavohu (nothing-
ness). In Pesachim 78B and Nedarim 
32A it said that if not for the Torah 
there would not be any Kiyum, last-
ing existence to Shamayim VaAretz, 
heavens and earth as it said “Im Lo 
Berisi Yomam Valaylah Chukos 
Shamayim Vaaretz Lo Samti”. 

Chazal also tell us (Sanhedrin 
99B) that anyone that learn Torah 
Lishmah, it is as if he built the palace 
of Maalah and Matah (in this world 
and the higher world), and he guards 
the entire world…

{The Tanna writes that Torah, 
Avodah and Gemilus Chassadim 
are the three Amudim of the entire 
world.}Why is Torah written � rst? 
� e answer is that Torah is Lemaa-
lah Min HaKol (above the Maalos 
of Avodah and Gemilus Chassad-
im). We see this from what it said, 
“VeTalmud Torah Keneged Kulam”. 
We also see this from what it said in 
Megilah 3B, Talmud Torah is greater 
than Hakravas Temidin. Chazal tell 
us that there was a Tainah on Ye-
hoshua that due to the war, he didn’t 
o� er the Temidin and also was Me-
vateil Torah. Chazal darshen the Pa-
suk as saying that even though both 
things were a Tainah, the Malach 
came to rebuke Yehoshua due to the 
lack of Talmud Torah. � is shows 
that Torah is even more important 
than o� ering Temidin. 

We see a similar thing from what 
Chazal tell us in Shabbos 30A. Dovid 
HaMelech asked Hashem to tell him 
how long he would live. Hashem 
answered him that he would die on 
Shabbos. Dovid HaMelech asked 
that he should be able to live one 
extra day. Hashem refused this re-

quest, as a Malchus isn’t allowed to 
touch its fellow Malchus, kingdom 
even the amount of a hair. Then 
Dovid HaMelech asked to die one 
day earlier on Erev Shabbos. Hash-
em told him that it is better for me 
one day that you sit and learn Torah 
more than 1,000 Olos that your son, 
Shlomo HaMelech will o� er on top 
of the Mizbeach. {We again see the 
greatness of Talmud Torah, even 
more than many special Korbonos 
of Shlomo HaMelech.}

Chazal tell us (Avos 3:6) that one 
that accepts the yoke of Torah merits 
that the yoke of Malchus and Derech 
Eretz (the yoke of the demands of 
the government and � nancial ne-
cessities) is removed from him. We 
see this from what it said “Veham-
ichtav Michtav Elokim Hu Charus 
Al HaLuchos”. Chazal darshen, that 
we should not say Charus, but rather 
say Chairus, freedom. We learn from 
here that there is no free man except 
one that is Oseik in Torah. We like-
wise learn that Adam LeAmal Yu-
lad, a man is created to work. If he 
merits, he will work in the areas of 
Limud HaTorah. If he is not zoche
then he will work in secular work 
(e.g. business). 

Chacham Ovadiah brings an in-
teresting story about the Chofetz 
Chaim zt”l, which is related to 
this topic. During World War I, 
the bochurei HaYeshivos came to 
the Chofetz Chaim and asked him 
whether they would be dra� ed into 
the army? � e Chofetz Chaim told 
them the statement of the Mishnah 
in Avos “Kol HaMekabeil Alav Ol 
Torah Maavirin Mimenu Ol Mal-
chus Ve’Ol Derech Eretz”. One 
could ask, if this is so, then all bo-
churei HaYeshivos should be ex-
empted from the army, so why do we 
see that sometimes such bochurim
are dra� ed, at least for some period 
of time? � e answer is, that Hashem 
measures what extent the bochur
was really Mekabeil the Ol Torah. If 
someone was Mekabeil the Ol Torah 
totally, and he is truly learning with 
complete hasmadah, then Hashem 
will remove the Ol Malchus and 
Derech Eretz totally. However, if 
the bochur is weak and only partial-
ly involved in Limud HaTorah, not 
accepting the Ol Torah in the high-
est level, then the Maavirin Mimenu 
Ol Malchus Ve’Ol Derech Eretz will 
likewise only be on a lower level. 
� is will cause that he will be dra� ed 
to the army at least for some time. 

{Similarly, it is said that when Rav 
Moshe Feinstein zt”l came to ask 
the Chofetz Chaim to get a beracha 
to avoid the army, he told him this 
Mishnah. Eventually Rav Moshe got 
a petur from the army. He credited 
this to the beracha of the Chofetz 
Chaim. We can say that the bera-
cha worked due to the fact that Rav 
Moshe accepted the Ol Torah to 
such a great extent.}

Chacham Ovadiah quotes Chazal 
as saying as follows: HaKadosh 
Boruch Hu told Klal Yisroel: You 
saw the way in which I took you 
out of Mitzraim. I took you out of 
the 49 levels of Tumah, impurity 
and helped you to enter knowledge 
of Hashem and accepting Nevuah, 
prophecy. Hashem carried us, Kevi-
yachol on Kanfei Nesharim, wings of 
eagles. Just as an eagle goes so quick-
ly, so too Hashem quickly brought 
us to Him. 

� is was all a one time process. 
However, in the future, it will not 
be like this. “Veatah Im Shamoah 
Tishmeu Bekoli U’Shemartem Es 
Berisi Viheyisem Li Segulah”. From 
now on, if one wants to be zoche 
to Nevuah and Shechinah he must 
work on Kedusha, holiness. He 
must work hard on learning To-
rah day and night. Adam Leamal 
Yulad! Meforshim say that Leamal 
is Roshei Taivos Lilmod Al Menas 
Lelameid, to learn in order to teach. 
If a person said that he was Mey-
agei himself and did not � nd Torah 
(Yagati Velo Matzasi) one should 
not believe him. 

From here is a great mussar 
haskel that we all have to become in-
volved in Ameilus BaTorah. Ashrei 
Mi Sheamalo BaTorah. 

A person should not rely upon 
listening to Derashos, without work-
ing hard on learning Torah. � e rea-
son is that it is relatively easy to listen 
to Derashos, without working hard 
on Limud HaTorah. However, a per-
son has an obligation to work hard 
in learning and to thereby become 
a true Talmid Chochom. We must 
know that every Yid can become a 
Talmid Chochom. 

Rav Akiva was a descendant of 
Geirei Tzedek, and only merited to 
start learning at the age of 40. He 
eventually went to learn by Rav Ela-
zar and Rav Yehoshua and became 
the Rabban Shel Yisroel. 

When Hashem showed Moshe 
Rabbeinu every generation and its 
leaders, he showed Moshe Rabbe-

inu how Rav Akiva was teaching his 
talmidim. Moshe Rabbeinu didn’t 
understand what Rav Akiva was say-
ing, and asked Hashem who this is? 
Hashem told him that this was Rav 
Akiva. Moshe Rabbeinu told Hash-
em that if such a great person ex-
ists, then You should give the Torah 
through him. 

From this we should know that 
even someone that is older, and 
has not been zoche to learn Torah 
properly until now, should not give 
up hope on achieving success in his 
learning. Kal Vachomer, someone 
that is still young should give all of 
his Kochos into learning, and IY”H 
he will be zoche to become a great 
Talmid Chochom. 

Chacham Ovadiah represented 
such great hasmadah and Ameilus in 
Limud HaTorah. Once he had to un-
dergo a surgery, in which he couldn’t 
get anesthesia. He asked that he 
should get a Gemara beforehand, so 
that he would be able to be holding 
in a Sugya. Sure enough, he didn’t 
feel anything, and a� er the surgery 
was over, he asked his family when 
the surgery would begin. 

Once Chacham Ovadiah was 
meeting with the Baba Sali zt”l, 
and the Baba Sali asked him to stay 
in Netivot, so they could together 
bring Moshiach. Chacham Ovadiah 
told the Baba Sali that he had to give 
a shiur soon, and Chazal tell us that 
teaching Torah to talmidim is even 
greater than building the Beis Ha-
Mikdash. With that, Chacham Ova-
diah le�  to say his shiur. 

In the zechus of following in 
the path of Chacham Ovadiah in 
gevaldige Ameilus BaTorah and Har-
batzas HaTorah, we should see great 
Hatzlacha in Limud HaTorah and 
giving over the mesorah properly.

Thoughts On Talmud Torah Based Upon The Writings Of Chacham Ovadiah Yosef zt”l 
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Halachically Speaking
a dirty place before davening, while 
others feel that this is not helpful.

One who slept a long time at 
night would wash his hands and re-
cite a beracha, but one who slept less 
than a half hour (i.e. in shul on his 
arms, or in his seat even for a long 
time) is viewed as not having slept at 
all in regard to the halachos of netiy-
las yadayim.

One who slept at the beginning of 
the night and awoke should wash his 
hands upon arising. Before daven-
ing he should use the bathroom and 
then he can recite a beracha on the 
washing according to all opinions.

One who slept at night and awoke 
before alos hashachar may be required 
to wash his hands with a beracha, but 
once alos hashachar arrives he should 
wash his hands again without a bera-
cha. Alternatively, he should use the 
bathroom and then wash his hands 
and recite an “al netiylas yadayim”.

When to Wash Hands 
Some say that one should wash his 

hands right when alos hashachar ar-
rives to remove the ruach ra’ah. How-
ever, the custom is that we do not in-
terrupt learning in order to wash our 
hands. Rather, we wash before daven-
ing. Some explain that it is question-
able whether we need to wash at all. 
� erefore, we are lenient and do not 
require the washing immediately at 
alos hashachar. � ere is no need to 
make sure to have the water next to 
you in order not to walk four amos 
without washing your hands. Fur-
thermore, one may touch his clothing 
or eyes before this washing.

Learning Before Alos Hashachar
Rashi is of the opinion that one is 

not allowed to learn before davening. 
However, the poskim say one is per-
mitted to learn (on Shavuos night) 
if he davens with a minyan, since 
he will not forget about davening 
because of his learning. Some are le-
nient in any case to learn before dav-
ening. One who does not daven with 
a minyan must appoint a shomer to 
remind him to daven before he can 
begin learning. A shiur may be given 
before davening even if one does not 
daven at a set minyan. 

Sleeping 
One who was up an entire night 

may not go to sleep a half hour be-
fore alos hashachar. If he appoints 
someone to wake him up (shomer) 
to daven then it is permitted. If one 
slept during the night but woke up to 

tend to his personal needs, he may go 
back to sleep even if it is a half hour 
before alos hashachar, since it is con-
sidered a continuation of his sleep.

Asher Yotzar
Asher yotzar is recited in the 

morning, even if one did not use the 
bathroom. Since he slept, he is con-
sidered a new creature when awak-
ening, and must thank Hashem for 
this. One may recite asher yotzar if 
he used the bathroom, even if he was 
awake the entire night. 

Elokay Neshama
Some say that elokay neshama

may not be recited if one did not 
sleep, since his neshama was not re-
turned to him. Others explain that 
upon awakening we are made into a 
new creature and we thank Hashem
for this by reciting elokay neshama, 
but if one did not sleep no beracha 
can be recited. One should hear this 
beracha from someone else. The 
same applies to hamaver sheina…. 
No amen should be said until a� er 
hagomel chassadim…. since it is all 
one beracha. One who wishes to say 
elokay neshama should do so without 
mentioning the name of Hashem. 

Birchas Hashachar – Eighteen 
Berochos

Even if one is awake all night he 
should recite berochos of birchas 
hashachar (custom of the Ashkenaz-
im), except for hamaver sheina and 
elokay nishama as mentioned above. 
However, the custom is that a per-
son who slept recites them and those 
who remained awake are yotzei with 
him. It is unclear why this is so since 
those who were awake can say these 
berachos as well. 

If One Slept
One who slept at night for the du-

ration of a sixty breaths (half hour) 
may recite the birchas hashachar. 
� is is even if he slept on his arms. 
However, these rules do not apply to 
birchas hatorah (see later on).

Tzitzis
One who wears a tallis kattan and 

does not take it o�  may not be obli-
gated to recite a beracha on it in the 
morning. To remove all doubt, one 
should listen to a person reciting a 
beracha on a tallis gadol and have 
in mind to exempt his tallis kattan
from a beracha.

Earliest Time for Tzitzis
The earliest time to recite the 

beracha on tzitzis is when one can 
tell the di� erence between blue and 
white; this is known as “mi’sheyak-

er”. One who recited the beracha 
after alos hashachar was yotzei. 
Nonetheless, one should really try to 
avoid this and recite the beracha at 
the time of mi’sheyaker. � ere are a 
variety of opinions as to how much 
before neitz hachama is the time of 
mi’sheyaker. Some say it is an hour, 
others say � � y-two minutes. Harav 
Moshe Feinstein zt”l and others said 
it is between thirty-� ve to forty min-
utes before neitz hachama.

Birchas Hatorah  
One of the biggest questions 

which arise on Shavuos morning 
is whether one who did not sleep 
may recite birchas hatorah. � is will 
be dealt with at length below. � e 
halacha states that one who slept 
a� er reciting birchas hatorah in the 
morning is required to recite bir-
chas hatorah upon awakening (we 
will not discuss the halachic rami� -
cations of a daytime nap).Some say 
that one who is awake all night is not 
required to recite this beracha since 
there was no hefsek (i.e. of sleep) 
from the beracha which was recit-
ed in the morning. Others maintain 
that this beracha was instituted to be 
recited every day, and accordingly a 
new beracha should be recited even 
if one did not go to sleep. 

Some poskim advise to do any of 
the following: 1. Listen to the bera-
cha from someone else who had a 
proper sleep at night. � e one who 
recites the beracha should have in 
mind to exempt the listener, and 
the listener should have in mind to 
be exempt. � e listener should an-
swer amen (except for the beracha 
“la’asok”) and say the accustomed 
pesukim a� erwards, 2. If one slept 
on Erev Shavuos (see below) he can 
say ahavah rabbah at maariv and 
learn a bit right a� er davening. 3. 
Sleep during the day (Erev Shavuos) 
for at least a half hour (even in his 
clothes) on a bed.As long as he did 
not learn immediately a� er maariv 
he may recite birchos hatorah the 
next morning. 4. Have in mind while 
saying ahavah rabbah at shacharis to 
be yotzei birchas hatorah and learn 
a bit a� er davening. 5. Some say that 
one can have in mind when saying 
birchas hatorah on Erev Shavuos that 
the beracha will only cover his learn-
ing until alos hashachar, but l’maseh 
many say that this may not be relied 
upon.

Many poskim hold that l’chatchi-
lah, birchas hatorah may be recited 
even if one did not sleep. Nonethe-
less it is customary to do one of the 
above options. � erefore, if none of 

these options are available, then one 
can make his own birchas hatorah.

How Much to Sleep in Order to 
Recite Birchas Hatorah

One who fell asleep on a shtender
etc is not considered to have slept in 
regard to reciting birchas hatorah, 
even if it was more than a half hour. 
One who slept a half hour on his bed 
at night may recite birchas hatorah
the next morning.  

Learning Before Reciting or Lis-
tening to Birchas Hatorah

Some poskim are of the opinion 
that one may not continue learning 
after alos hashachar until birchas 
hatorah are recited. However, the 
custom is to be lenient with this and  
one can continue learning even if 
alos hashachar has arrived.

Time for Davening 
� e custom is to daven vasikin

(shmeonei esrei at the time of neitz ha-
chama) on Shavuos morning. Gener-
ally, the earliest time one may daven
is at neitz hachama. Some poskim say 
that one may daven at alos hashachar
(seventy-two minutes before neitz 
hachama) even though generally we 
wait until neitz hachama for shem-
onei esrei. Many say that this is only 
permitted in a di�  cult situation, i.e. 
bother to gather the people at neitz 
hachama, or if one is tired for being 
up all night. � erefore, this may only 
be done under extraordinary circum-
stances. Even if one davens early, krias 
shema cannot be recited before the 
time of “mi’sheyaker”.

Mikvah
� e custom of many is to go to 

the mikvah prior to shacharis at the 
onset of alos hashachar.

Going to the Kosel
In Eretz Yisroel on Shavuos

morning thousands of people go to 
the Kosel to daven vasikin. Many 
times one cannot daven well there 
since there are so many people, and 
in addition a lot of learning is lost 
since it takes time to walk there. We 
mentioned before that many poskim
say if one will not be able to daven
properly on Shavuos morning then 
he should not stay awake on Shavu-
os night. One can go to the kosel at a 
di� erent time on Yom Tov (i.e. a� er 
his nap on Shavuos morning).  One 
should consult with his Rav to see if 
it is in his best interest to go. 

Seuda
When one davens early in the 

morning and then goes to sleep, he 
tends to have the seuda a� er chat-
zos. � is should be avoided, and one 
should make sure to have the seuda
before chatzos.
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ration of the Mishkan, is described 
in this parashah, Bamidbar.

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach 
Chaim 428:4) says that in most 
years Parashas Bamidbar is read on 
the Shabbos before Shavuos. � is 
is based on the Gemara (Megillah 
31b), which says that Ezra decreed 
that the Tochachah (curses) of Chu-
mash Vayikra, as found in Parashas 
Bechukosai, should be read before 
Shavuos, while the one found in 
Chumash Devarim (in Parashas Ki 
Savo) be read before Rosh Hasha-
nah. What is the reason for this? It 
is so that tichleh shanah v’kilelose-
ha, tachel shanah u’virchoseha — let 
the previous year end along with its 
curses, ushering in a new year, full 
of blessings and hope.

The Gemara asks: True, Rosh 
Hashanah is the beginning of a new 
year, but in what way is Shavuos a 
new year? � e Gemara answers that 
the Mishnah (Rosh Hashanah 2a) 
considers Shavuos the new year for 
fruits of the tree because a Divine 
judgment concerning them takes 
place at that time. � erefore, in or-
der not to come to Shavuos on the 
heels of the harsh curses of the To-
chachah, the Sages decreed that 
Parashas Bamidbar be read to cre-
ate a separation. � e same occurs 
before Rosh Hashanah when Para-
shas Nitzavim and, in some years 
Vayeilech as well, is read to separate 
the Tochachah of Ki Savo from Rosh 
Hashanah.

Parashas Bamidbar is particu-
larly suitable to create this separa-
tion from the Tochachah because 
it shows how much Hashem loves 
each and every Jew, and therefore 
He wishes to repeatedly count them. 
Otherwise one might question the 
extent of Hashem’s love a� er read-

ing the 49 terrifying curses of the 
Tochachah. 

� e explanation is that the root 
of the Tochachah comes from the 
same source as Hashem’s desire to 
constantly count His people: His in-
tense love for them. Hashem wants 
Klal Yisrael to be His Chosen People, 
but this is dependent upon their total 
devotion to Torah and mitzvos. � e 
Tochachah and its threat of punish-
ment is an expression of Hashem’s 
love since it shows His desire to 
purify and elevate Klal Yisrael by 
keeping them free of sin. � is makes 
Parashas Bamidbar a � tting prepa-
ration for the Yom Tov of Kabbalas 
HaTorah.
Yahrtzeit

Do not let the tribe of the Koha-
thite families be cut o�  from among 
the Levites. (4:18)

According to the Mesillas Ye-
sharim (Chapter 20), the conclud-
ing pesukim of Parashas Bamidbar 
are the source in the Torah for the 
concept of Mishkal HaChassidus, 
the balance of piety. � is means 
that a person must carefully weigh 
his actions, even his good ones, to 
make sure that what he thinks is a 
mitzvah is indeed a mitzvah. � e ye-
tzer hara has the ability to make sins 
appear as mitzvos, and vice versa. 
What may seem like a proper thing 
to do can in reality be the opposite. 

� ere are a number of issues re-
lating to yahrtzeits where this may 
arise. A parent’s yahrtzeit is a time 
when the son desires to do things to 
earn merit for his beloved father or 
mother. � erefore, it is vital to care-
fully scrutinize one’s actions. 

� e daughter of R’ Akiva Eiger 
was the second wife of the Chasam 
Sofer and mother of most of his chil-
dren. Chut HaMeshulash (p.30a) 
relates that she wrote in her will 
that despite the mitzvah to fast on 
a parent’s yahrtzeit (see Rema to 

Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 376:4, 
402:12) she specifically requested 
that her children not fast. She knew 
that when one fasts his ability to 
study Torah that day is signi� cantly 
diminished, and she felt it would be a 
greater merit for her neshamah if her 
children devoted the day to intense 
Torah study rather than to fasting 
(see also Mishnah Berurah 55:90). 
Her husband, the Chasam Sofer, 
ruled that her request be honored, 
and her son, the Ksav Sofer, would 
make a siyum on her yahrtzeit and 
eat a dairy seudah in honor of the 
occasion.

Many children make annual 
yahrtzeit trips to Eretz Yisrael to visit 
their parents’ graves. � is usually in-
volves great tirchah (e� ort) and ex-
pense, as well as a one- or two-week 
disruption of their daily schedules. 
While doing so can be considered a 
ful� llment of the obligation to honor 
one’s parents a� er their deaths (see 
Yoreh Deah 240:9), one must care-
fully consider if it is a true bene� t for 
the souls of the departed. Rav Pam 
would advise people who consulted 
him on this issue that they would 
bring more merit to the neshamos 
of their parents by forgoing the trip 
to Eretz Yisrael and should instead 

use the time for additional inten-
sive Torah study; the money saved 
should be used for acts of tzedakah
and chesed in their parents’ memory.

It is traditional that a son davens
for the amud and recites Kaddish on 
the yahrtzeit of a parent (see Rema 
376:4). It is related that on his father’s 
yahrtzeit, R’ Yisroel Salanter was 
in a certain shul where it happened 
that another Jew also had yahrtz-
eit for his father. � e gabbai gave 
R’ Yisroel the honor of serving as 
shliach tzibbur (leader of the 
prayers), but he declined, saying that 
the gabbai should ask the other man, 
a simple Jew, instead. � e gabbai was 
puzzled and asked R’ Yisroel why he 
was passing up the opportunity to 
daven for the amud on his father’s 
yahrtzeit. R’ Yisroel explained, “I 
know that the other Jew would have 
chalishas hadaas (great heartache) 
if he would not be able to daven for 
the amud on his father’s yahrtzeit. I 
think that allowing him to lead the 
davening, and sparing him the emo-
tional pain, will bring greater merit 
to my father’s soul than my davening
for the amud.”

� ese are some examples of the 
importance of Mishkal HaChassidus 
as they pertain to yahrtzeits.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Elyonim Sasu VeTachtonim Alzu BeKabbalas Torah MiSinai: 
Thoughts On Shavuos Based Upon The Writings Of Rav Yitzchok Hutner zt”l 
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

Introduction: The following is 
based upon various Maamarim in the 
Seforim of Pachad Yitzchok. 

1. � e Pasuk tells us, “Vayichan 
Sham Yisroel Neged Hahar”. Chazal 
tell us that this Pasuk is in Lashon 
Yachid, to hint that prior to Matan 
Torah the Yidden merited being 
“Keish Echad Beleiv Echad”, like one 
person with one heart. {� is means 
that the Yidden reached a gevaldige 
level of achdus prior to Matan Torah. 
Many Meforshim, including the Ohr 
Hachaim HaKadosh – as elaborated 
upon by the Sichos Mussar of Rav 
Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l – say that 
this shows us that achdus was a pre-
requisite of Matan Torah.}

� e Rosh Yeshiva zt”l asks the fol-
lowing question: When the Mitzriim 
were chasing a� er the Yidden, Rashi 
said that they were Beleiv Echad Keish 
Echad (with one heart as one person). 
Why do Chazal use two di� erent ways 
of speaking when referring to these 
two incidents? The Sefer, “Pachad 
Yitzchok” explains that there are two 
di� erent types of achdus, unity. Some-
times two people are totally disparate 
and not connected with one another at 
all. Nonetheless, they have a joint thing 
they want to accomplish, and there-
fore they have unity with one another. 
{� is phenomenon is quite common 
in business and politics, when two 
people or two groups join together in 
order to accomplish something that it 
mutually advantageous.} In contrast, 
if a person’s two hands work together 
with one another, this achdus is not 
merely because of a united goal. Rath-
er, it is due to an internal unity. Since 
this is one person, therefore the two 
parts of his body work together. 

Now we can understand the dif-
ference between the two types of ach-
dus referred to previously. When the 
Mitzriim joined together with achdus
to chase a� er the Yidden, this showed 
that they had a joint agenda to attack 
the Yidden and eventually acquire 
many possessions. {As the Pasuk 
said, “Amar Oyeiv Erdof Asig Acha-
leik Shalal…”} However, the various 
Mitzriim had no real internal achdus 
amongst themselves. 

In contrast, when the Yidden 
joined in achdus before they accepted 
the Torah at Har Sinai, they reached 
an internal achdus, akin to the ach-
dus of the human body. Klal Yisroel 
became like one entity, and therefore 
they had achdus. 

� us, the Mitzriim were “Beleiv 
Echad Keish Echad”. � ey had a joint 
goal, and therefore they became like 
one body. In contrast, Klal Yisroel 
were “Keish Echad”, they became like 
one body, and this led to an internal 
achdus, “Beleiv Echad”. 

� e Rosh Yeshiva zt”l was known 
for his achdus and concern for Klal 
Yisroel and other individuals. Once a 
talmid called the Rosh Yeshiva with 
some very good news that he had a 
boy. � e Rosh Yeshiva abruptly told 
him that he would call him back later. 

� e talmid was surprised that his
rebbi didn’t express “Mazal Tov” 
wishes immediately. Some time later 
that day, Rav Hutner explained to his 
talmid what happened: Another per-
son was in the room at that time, and 
was crying about his pain of not hav-
ing any children for many years. If I 
would have expressed normal “Mazal 
Tov” wishes and asked about how 
your wife and child were, this would 
have undoubtedly caused him to feel 
terrible. In order to save him from 
this pain, I waited until he le�  to call 
you back and tell you “Mazal Tov”. 

2. The word Luchos is spelled 
without a Vav. Rashi tells us that 
this shows that the two Luchos were 
Shavin, equal. What is the signi� -
cance of the two sides of the Luchos 
being equal? 

Another question is that the Shab-
bos davening states that Moshe Rab-
beinu brought down the two Luchos 
HaBris, and Shemiras Shabbos was 
written in it. Why does the te� llah
tell us that Shabbos is written in the 
Luchos HaBris, when nine other Di-
bros were also written in the Luchos 
HaBris? 

� e Rosh Yeshiva zt”l writes that 
we � nd in Parshas Mishpatim that at 
the time of Matan Torah, Korbonos 
were slaughtered, and half the blood 
was sprinkled on the nation and half 
on the Mizbeach. What is the signif-
icance of this fact? We can explain 
that this was due to the fact that a Bris 
(a covenant) was being had between 
two di� erent sides (Hashem and Klal 
Yisroel). In order to signify the con-
nection between the two sides of the 
Bris, the blood was divided between 
Klal Yisroel (the Am) and Hashem 
(the Mizbeach represented Hashem, 
Kiveyachol). 

Now we can understand the sig-
ni� cance of having the two Luchos 
being equal. The right side of the 
Luchos contained the Mitzvos Bein 

Adam Lamakom, and the le�  side 
contained the Mitzvos Bein Adam 
Lechaveiro. Having both sides of the 
Luchos equal, represented the fact 
that there was a Bris between Klal 
Yisroel and Hashem. � erefore, the 
part of the Luchos dealing with mitz-
vos which focused more on Hashem 
and the part of the Luchos dealing 
with mitzvos focusing more on Klal 
Yisroel were exactly equal. 

� is also explains why it is so sig-
ni� cant that the Shemiras Shabbos 
is written in the Luchos. Of course 
there were other Dibros in the 
Luchos. Nonetheless, Shemiras Shab-
bos represented the dual quality of 
the Luchos, as in Parshas Yisro, the 
Torah tells us that Shabbos is Zech-
er LeMaseh Beraishis, and in Parshas 
Vaeschanan the Torah tells us that 
Shabbos is Zecher Liyetzias Mitzraim. 
Remembering Maaseh Beraishis rep-
resents more the connection with 
Hashem, and Zecher LiYetzias Mitz-
raim represents more the connection 
of mitzvos with Klal Yisroel. � us, 
the Mitzvah of Shabbos, which con-
tains in it a duality of a relationship 
with Hashem and also Klal Yisroel, 
has more of a connection with being 
Luchos HaBris than the other mitzvos 
mentioned in the Luchos. 

{Perhaps this is the signi� cance of 
having the two renditions of Zach-
or Veshamor being BeDibur Echad, 
which is impossible for a Basar Ve-
Dam to accomplish. Having these two 
aspects being said together represents 
the special connection between Klal 
Yisroel and Hashem, which is the 
special Bris contained in the Luchos 
and especially in Shabbos Kodesh. 

Maybe this is why Chillul Shabbos 
is considered a more severe aveirah
than almost every other aveirah. � is 
would be so as it represents the spe-
cial relationship between Hashem and 
Klal Yisroel, and breaking this is there-
fore a more severe transgression. 

A remez to the above is that the 
gematria of Klal Yisroel, Elokim is 
equal to HaShabbos.}

3. Pachad Yitzchok, Maamar 35: 
� e Yam Shel Shlomo in Baba Kam-
ma (Perek 7) tells us an interesting 
story. Once the Maharshal wanted 
to say “Shehasimcha Bimeono” when 
saying Birchas HaMazon at a Seu-
das Siyum Mesechta. {Shehasimcha 
Bimeono is said when one said Bir-
chas HaMazon at a Chasuna or She-
va Berachos. � e Maharshal thought 
that one should likewise say it when 

saying Birchas HaMazon at a Seudas 
Siyum Mesechta.}

The Maharshal writes that the
simcha was spoiled with mehumos 
gedolos. {Apparently, terrible things 
happened which spoiled the simcha.}

� e Maharshal saw this as a Siman 
Min HaShamayim, (a divine sign) 
that it was wrong to try establishing a 
custom to say “Shehasimcha Bimeo-
no” at a Seudas Siyum Mesechta. 

Meforshim ask why this was such 
a terrible thing that, Kiveyachol, 
Hashem wanted to give a Siman that 
it was not acceptable? 

� e “Pachad Yitzchok” answers 
as follows: � e Gemara in Maseches 
Sotah (Daf Chuf Alef) darshens the 
Pasuk of “Ki Ner Mitzvah VeTorah 
Ohr”. � e Pasuk connects Mitzvah 
with Neir and Torah with Ohr. � is 
shows you that just as a Neir only 
gives light Le�  Shaah (for a speci� c 
amount of time), so too a mitzvah is 
like this as well. Just as Ohr, light, is 
forever, so too the Torah is like this. 

� e Nefesh HaChaim (from Rav 
Chaim Voloziner zt”l) said that this 
Gemara is a foundation upon which 
one can learn a number of halachos. 
One example is that when a Tashmish 
Mitzvah is not being used anymore, it 
can be thrown out. Lemashal, when 
one � nishes using a Lulav and Esrog 
they can be discarded. In contrast, a 
Tashmish Kedusha (e.g. a Mezuzah, 
Te� lin or Sefer Torah) must not be 
discarded, but rather disposed of in 
a more respectful manner. � is is so, 
as the mitzvah is like a Neir, which 
doesn’t last forever, and likewise the 
Kedusha of the Cheifetz one per-
formed the mitzvah with doesn’t last 
forever. In contrast, the Cheifetz con-
nected to Torah (the above objects 
with Pesukim from the Torah) has a 
Kedusha that last forever, as it is like 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 142
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� e Yom Tov of Shavuos is Z’man 
Matan Toraseinu. Every year at this 
time, the heavenly emanations come 
down to infuse us once again with 
the chizuk and ability to carry on in 
our own unique, individual pursuit 
of Torah. Although women don’t 
have the same obligations as men in 
their study of Torah, they are no 
less partners with their husbands, 
father and children in the growth 
of a family through Torah. 

� is powerful image, � e To-
rah: Blueprint for Creation, is 
adapted from The Illuminated 
Pirkei Avos, as the cover page to 
Chapter 6.

Hashem looked into the To-
rah and created the world; man 
must look into the Torah in or-
der to uphold the world (Zohar, 
Terumah). The golden letters of 
the aleph-beis that surround the 
circle represent the letters with 
which the world was created. 
“In the beginning, Hashem cre-
ated the heavens and the earth.” 
The first seven words of the To-
rah correspond to the first seven 
days of the world’s existence. Just 
as there were six days of creation 
and then the day of rest, so it is 
with the existence of the world. 
The world will exist for six thou-
sand years; two thousand years of 
void, two thousand years of To-
rah dissemination and two thou-
sand years of the era of Moshiach. 
“For one thousand years in Your 
eyes are like a passing day” (Te-
hillim 90:4). Each of the first six 
days of creation represents one 
thousand years; the years spent 
by man throughout the millen-
nia to work and create, parallel 
the six days of Hashem’s creation 
at the beginning of the world. The 
seventh day, Shabbos, the day of 
rest, corresponds to the day of 
eternal rest, the day which is totally 
Shabbos, the World to Come (Tal-
mud, Sanhedrin 97a).

The secrets of the Torah are 
found on many di� erent levels. Ba-
sic interpretations, hidden allusions 
and homiletic explanations can all 
be employed as tools to fathom 
the depths of Torah. � e treasures 
that abound in the mystical inter-
pretations of the Zohar and works 
of Kabbalah are not meant for the 

layperson. We may espouse a con-
cept or propose an idea from those 
schools of thought, but that must 
be coupled with the understanding 
that we really don’t understand. 
� ere are a few images on this title 
page that seem esoteric and com-
plex, perhaps beyond the ken of the 

reader. Take heart, dear reader, they 
go far beyond the scope of my un-
derstanding as well. By recognizing 
that there are many concepts that 
we do not fully comprehend, we can 
gain a much deeper appreciation for 
the areas of Torah that are within 
our grasp.

� e concept of the Ten Se� ros is 
an extremely complex Kabbalistic 
idea. For the purpose of our under-
standing, we can view them as spir-
itual emanations, “windows,” as it 
were, through which we can relate 
in some way, to the in� nite great-

ness of Hashem. � ey are the bridge 
between Hashem and His creation. 
� ere are thirty-two “Paths of Wis-
dom” with which the universe was 
created. � ese are manifest in the 
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew 
aleph-beis that surround the scene 
of creation, and the Ten Se� ros. � e 

highest level of the Se� ros is keser, 
which forms a triad together with 
chochmah and binah, depicted in 
the Torah handles.

� e crown of Torah represents its 
exalted status, as it is a testimony to 
the Wisdom of the Creator. � e nu-
meric value of the word keser is 620, 
for the majesty of Torah is demon-
strated by the 613 Torah-ordained 
mitzvos, and seven Rabbinic injunc-
tions. The intricate micrography 
that weaves throughout the crown 
are the 620 letters of the Aseres 
Hadibros listed in Parshas Yisro. 

When the Mishnah speaks of the 
reward given to each and every righ-
teous person, it refers to each man’s 
reward for Torah and each woman’s 
reward for Torah, respectively. � e 
woman, who meticulously observes 
her mitzvos and encourages her 
spouse or child to study Torah, has 
no less a share in Torah than her 
male counterpart. � ough males 
have a greater obligation in To-
rah study than women, the wom-
an’s share in Torah is necessary 
to complete the crown of Torah. 
Each and every righteous person, 
both man and woman receive 310 
worlds of goodness, which togeth-
er equal 620. � e keser is shown 
in two halves, symbolic of the fact 
that only with the combination of 
both the man and woman’s role in 
Torah study, can the adornment of 
Torah be enhanced (Toras Chaim, 
Sanhedrin 99).

� ere is another fascinating in-
sight into the image of the crown 
of Torah. The Mishnah (Uktz-
in 3:12) relates that Hashem will 
bestow 310 words of spiritual 
goodness and pleasure to each 
and every righteous person in the 
World to Come. � is is based on 
the verse, “Lihanchil ohavai yeish” 
(Mishlei 8:21). Numerically, yeish 
is 310. � e Talmud (Berachos 61a) 
explains that when Adam was cre-
ated, he was formed with a dual 
image. Man and woman were orig-
inally one being, with a front and 
back. Hashem separated the one 
being into Adam and Chava, man 
and woman.

� is image underscores the por-
tion of men and women in Torah, 
signi� ed by the yeish, the gematriya 
of 310 worlds of goodness, equally 

for both men and women. Another 
allusion to this dual concept of yeish 
and yeish is found in the verse used 
to enhance the simcha of a chosson 
and kallah. “Yasis alayich elokayich 
kimsos chosson al kallah,” refers to 
Hashem’s exultation with a bride 
and groom as they unite in mar-
riage. � e word yasis is comprised 
of the letters yud, sin and yud, sin, 
the double numerical equivalent of 
310 times 2, which equals 620, an-
other allusion to the crowns of To-
rah which will adorn chosson and 
kallah in their new home together.

A REVIEW OF THE MEANING IN JEWISH ART & JUDAICA BY 

RABBI YONAH WEINRIB

PERSPECTIVES IN JEWISH ART The Torah: Blueprint for Creation
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In the beginning…G-d created 
sevens.

Oh sure, He created the light and 
the heavens and earth too, but for 
reasons unknown to us, He seemed 
to have a special a�  nity for the num-
ber 7. No, not just Mickey Mantle, 
but groupings that seem to center 
around the numeral 7.

� e fact that he began His To-
rah with a verse containing seven 
words…28 letters (divisible by 7) is 
hardly remarkable, but when placed 
within the context of the overwhelm-
ing number of associations in Juda-
ism with ‘7’, a fascinating tapestry 
begins to unfurl. Let’s take a closer 
look at this phenomenon.
Why “Shavuos?”

� is week, Jews around the world 
celebrate the holiday of Shavuos – 
commemorating the most seminal 
event in the history of mankind, 
G-d’s Revelation at Mount Sinai. It 
became the crowning moment, as 
the Jewish People became a Nation.

Shavuos. Curious name for this 
holiday, no? Shavuos means weeks, 
underscoring the seven-week peri-
od between Passover and Shavuos 
in which we count each day (and 
week) in anticipation and prepa-
ration for re-living the Revelation. 
But why call it Shavuos – Weeks? 
Call the holiday “Torah”…or “Si-
nai”…or “Commandments”…or 
“Tablets,” but Weeks? Of what sig-
ni� cance is that?

Time contains many di� erent en-
tities. Nearly all of them are related 
to natural phenomena. Days, nights, 
months, seasons, years are all direct-
ly determined, in some way, by the 
constellations. � ere is one excep-
tion – the week. � e formulation of 
a week seems to be totally arbitrary. 
Who needs it? Let one day just follow 
the previous one. And why 7 days? 

� e concept of a week and its 
constitution of 7 days is one that is 
strictly 

Heavenly invented and Man ad-
opted. We may quibble about cre-
ation – how, when, why, sadly - even 
by whom, etc. – but the world at 
large has consensually agreed to the 
concept of a week. And whenever a 
week is completed it is yet another 
reminder to mankind (or should be) 
that Hashem created the world in 7 
days. Only 6 days were required to 

actually manufacture the physical 
structures, but the process was not 
complete until the spiritual realm – 
Shabbos – was added.
Why “7”?

� e Kabbalah teaches us that 7 
represents wholeness…completion. 
A� er 7 days the world was complete. 
� ere are six directions in our world 
– north, south, east, west, up and 
down. Add to that the place where 
you are and you have a total of 7 
points of reference. Shavuos, mark-
ing the emergence of the Jewish Peo-
ple into a Nation, by virtue of their 
receiving and accepting the Torah, is 
therefore also marking a completion. 
Perhaps that is one reason why the 
holiday is called Shavuos (Weeks). 
We want to remember this holiday 
as a way of denoting the completion 
of the process of Nationhood of the 
Jewish People.

In honor of our own completion 
of the 49 day period of preparation 
for this holiday, let’s enumerate 
some of the allusions to the num-
ber “7” within Yiddishkeit. While 
there are more, we’ll just present…
say…49 of them. How many of these 
do you recognize? How many more 
can you add?
The Magnifi cent Sevens!

1. Shabbos is the 7th day.
2. � ere are 7 weeks in the count-

ing of the Omer before Shavuos.
3. In Israel we have 7 days of Pe-

sach and Succos.
4. Every 7th year we observe the 

Shmitta laws – the land lays fallow.
5. A� er 7 cycles of Shmittah, we 

have a Jubilee year (Yoveil).
6. When a close relative dies, we 

sit Shiva – 7 days.
7. On Succos we shake the 7 spe-

cies – 1 lulov, 1 esrog, 3 hadassim, 
and 2 arovos.

8. Yisro, the 1st real convert, had 
seven daughters and 7 different 
names.

9. Moshe was born and died on 
the same day – the 7th day of Adar.

10. Our Succahs are “visited” by 
7 guests – Avraham, Yitzchok, Yaa-
kov, Moshe, Aharon, Yosef and Da-
vid.

11. � e Menorah in the Beis Ha-
mikdash had 7 branches.

12. Achashvarosh, King of Persia 
during the miracle of Purim, held a 
party for 7 days.

13. � ere are 7 holidays per year 
– Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Suc-
cos, Chanukah, Purim, Pesach, and 
Shavuos.

14. In addition to the 613 Com-
mandments, the Sages added 7 more.

15. � ere are 7 Noachide Laws.
16. At every wedding, 7 blessings 

are recited.
17. 7 people are called to the To-

rah reading (Aliyos) each Shabbos.
18. � e 1st verse in the Torah con-

tains 7 words (and 28 letters).
19. Our Matriarch Leah had 7 

children – six sons and one daugh-
ter.

20. � ere were 7 days of prepara-
tion (melu’im) for the construction 
of the Tabernacle in the desert.

21. � e Kallah circles the Chos-
son 7 times under the Chuppah.

22. Men wind the Te� llin straps 
on the arm 7 times.

23. Moshe was the 7th generation 
a� er Avraham.

24. Each plague in Egypt lasted 7 
days.

25. In Pharaoh’s dreams there 
were 7 cows and 7 stalks of grain.

26. The tum’ah period (e.g. of 
corpses or leprosy) lasts 7 days.

27. Hashem created 7 skies (“I’m 
in 7th heaven!”).

28. On Shabbos and Yomim 
Tovim we recite 7 brachos in the 
Amida.

29. � ere are 7 special species of 
produce grown in Israel – wheat, 
barley, grapes, pomegranates, � gs, 
olives, and dates.

30. Hashem created the world in 
7 continents.

31. � e 7 weeks of the counting 
of the Omer correspond to the 7 “se-
� ros,” the 7 behavior traits in which 
Man serves G-d. Kindness, strength, 
beauty, triumph, splendor, founda-
tion, and kingship.

32. Noach sent the dove and the 
raven out of the Ark for 7 days to in-
spect the weather conditions.

33. 7 nations were expelled from 
Israel – the Canaanites, the Hittites, 

the Hivvites, the Amorites, the Per-
izzites, the Jebusites, and the Gir-
gashites.

34. � e Kohen Gadol sprinkled 
the blood in the Temple 7 times on 
Yom Kippur. 

35. Rosh Hashanah begins with 
the 7th month – Tishrei.

36. � e Jewish calendar – largely 
Lunar – has a cycle of intercalation 
that contains 7 leap years during ev-
ery 19 year period.

37. Hashem created 7 musical 
notes in a scale.

38. A Kohen (priest) may become 
contaminated by the death of 7 rela-
tives – father, mother, sister, brother, 
son, daughter, and husband or wife.

39. We dance 7 circles (hakafos) 
on Simchas Torah.

40. � e smallest allowable dimen-
sions of a Succah are 7 cubits by 7 
cubits.

41. G-d created 7 Seas in the world. 
42. Yehushua led the Jewish Peo-

ple around the walls of Jericho 7 
times before the wall fell.

43. Yaakov worked for Lavan for 
7 years (twice) in order to marry his 
daughters.

44. � e Temple contained 7 gates 
of entry.

45. We recite 7 brachos every day 
before and a� er the Sh’ma – 3 in the 
morning and 4 at night.

46. � e Talmud tells us there were 
7 women Prophetesses – Sarah, Mir-
iam, Devorah, Channah, Avigail, 
Chuldah, and Esther.

47. A Jewish slave regains his 
freedom a� er working for 7 years.

48. We conclude our Yom Kippur 
prayers by proclaiming, “Hashem is 
G-d!” 7 times.

49. We celebrate 7 days of feasting 
and blessing (Sheva Brochos) a� er a 
marriage.

No one is certain why the Ribbo-
no Shel Olam chose the number “7” 
to signify completion. All we can do 
is speculate, observe and marvel. For 
now, that will have to do. 

Happy Shavuos!

The Magni� cent Sevens Of Shavuos
RABBI YAAKOV SALOMON, L.C.S.W.
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U’Bau Kulam Bibris Yachad: 
Divrei Hisorerus on Shavuos Based Upon Shmuessen From Rav Yochanon Cohen Shlita 
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

Introduction: � e following article 
is based upon the writings of the Mash-
piah, Rav Yochanon Cohen Shlita. 
Brackets are additions from the author. 

Sheloshes Yemei Hagbalah is the 
only time the Torah mentions the 
inyan of hachanah, as it said “Heyou 
Nechonim Lishloshes Yamim”, be 
prepared for the third day {which is 
the day of Matan Torah}. � e Torah 
tells us to count seven weeks a� er 
Macharas HaShabos, and then said 
“Tisperu Chamishim Yom”. Once the 
Torah tells us to count seven weeks, 
what is the significance of saying 
that we should count up to the 50th 
day of Shavuos? Seforim say that Ti-
speru Chamishim Yom is telling us 
that even if we didn’t take advantage 
of the seven weeks properly, we still 
have up to the � � ieth day to prepare 
ourselves. {We shouldn’t be meyaish 
that we haven’t used these days prop-
erly, so we are too late. Even if we use 
up the very end of Se� rah properly, 
we can be mesakein these days and 
use them to gain a true Kabalas Ha-
Torah.} We should remove ourselves 
from any silly things we are busy 
with and use this time to prepare 
ourselves for Kabalas HaTorah. {� e 
Mesilas Yesharim said that one of the 
Tachbulos, tricks of the Yetzer Hora 
is to keep us too busy to think about 
ourselves. � is is like Paroh, who said 
“Tichbad Haavodah Al Haanashim 
Veyaasu Bah”. � is is especially im-
portant in our day and age, when 
many technological devices, which 
are supposed to help us, actually pre-
vent us from having any Menuchas 
Hanefesh. We should do our best to 
remove ourselves from these things, 
to the extent possible, so that we can 
focus on what is really important in 
life.}

� e Mishnah tells us Amar Rav 
Akiva, Ashreichem Yisroel Lifnei Mi 
Atem Metaharin U’Mi Metaheir Es-
chem, Avichem Shebashamayim, Rav 
Akiva said, how happy are you Yis-
roel. Before Whom are you purifying 
yourselves and Who purifies you, 
Your Father in Heaven. 

Al Derech HaDerush, the Tzadik-
im explain as follows: Lifnai Mi, before 
the � � ieth day (i.e. Shavuos) Atem 
Metaharin, you Klal Yisroel purify 
yourselves. U’Mi Metaheir Eschem, 
but on the � � ieth day itself (Shavuos), 
Hashem Yisbarach Kiveyachol is the 
One that puri� es Klal Yisroel. {First 
we prepare ourselves during the 49 

days, and with this zechus Hashem 
gives us Siyata Dishmaya and Isaru-
sa Dileila that we should be able to 
achieve a complete Taharah.} 

In Pesikta DeRav Kahana it said: 
HaKadosh Boruch Hu told Klal Yis-
roel: My sons, you should read this 
Parsha every year and I consider it 
as if you stood in front of me at Har 
Sinai and accepted the Torah. When 
is this, in the third month that Klal 
Yisroel le�  (Mitzraim). 

It is important for us to know that 
everything that happened at Har Si-
nai recurs every year again. � is in-
cludes the fact that Hashem showers 
Klal Yisroel with Refuah and Yeshua 
every year on Shavuos, just as oc-
curred on the day of Matan Torah. 

Once, Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv 
zt”l was visiting a Choleh, a sick person 
prior to Shavuos. � e Choleh asked 
him when is the appropriate time on 
Shavuos to daven for a Yeshua? Rav 
Elyashiv said that the right time for 
this is during Aseres HaDibros. 

� e Sefas Emes zt”l said that in the 
three days of Sheloshes Yemei Hag-
balah, a lot of Kedusha comes down 
to the world, because this is when 
Klal Yisroel puri� ed themselves for 
Kabalas HaTorah. 

When we � nally get to Shavuos, 
we must appreciate it. � e Yaavetz 
zt”l said as follows: � e mitzvah of 
Simchas Yom Tov HaKadosh Hazeh 
(this especially holy Yom Tov of 
Shavuos) is Gedolah Meod VeRabah 
Hi Al Kol Simchas HaYomim HaKe-
doshim (is very great and greater 
than the happiness we have even on 
the other holy days). 

On the heilige Yom Tov of Shavu-
os, we should do our best to increase 
the amount of time we learn, both on 
Yom Tov and hopefully even during 
the upcoming year after Shavuos. 
{Shavuos is like a Rosh Hashanah, as 
Chazal tell us.}

Nowadays, learning is served to 
us on a platter, so to speak. We have 
available to us so many hundreds of 
Seforim, including many that have 
great translations available. In addi-
tion to our learning in general, we 
should also try to learn about things 
related to Shavuos. This includes 
Megilas Rus, Parshas Yisro, and the 
Halachos related to Shavuos. � is will 
help to put us in the proper frame of 
mind for this special Yom Tov. 

We should know that Shavuos is 
like a Chasunah. While at a chasunah 
everyone can dance, only the Chasan 

takes his Kalah home. � e nimshal is 
that everyone celebrates Shavuos, but 
only people that get really involved in 
Shavuos become the true Chasan that 
can take home the Kalah (i.e. the To-
rah HaKedosha) back with them a� er 
the Yom Tov of Shavuos. 

As we prepare ourselves for 
Shavuos, we should ponder what 
Chazal tell us about how Hashem 
gave the chance to the Umos HaOl-
am to receive the Torah. When var-
ious nations were given this option, 
they asked Hashem what was written 
in the Torah. To one nation Hashem 
said Lo Signov, to another nation 
Hashem said “Lo Tirtzach” and to a 
third nation Hashem said Lo Sinaf. 
� e common denominator was that 
a� er each nation heard this, they re-
fused to accept the Torah. In contrast, 
Klal Yisroel didn’t even ask Hashem 
what was written in the Torah, and 
merely said “Naaseh Venishma”. 

What do we learn from this? � e 
Umos HaOlam that asked Mah Kes-
iv Bah, what is written in the Torah, 
were asking what the Torah obligates 
ourselves to do? Hashem told them 

that they would have to change the 
entire makeup of their character. � is, 
in their opinion, was too di�  cult. In 
contrast, Klal Yisroel didn’t ask Hash-
em what the Torah wanted us to do. 
Instead, we said “Naaseh Venishma”. 
� is showed the gevaldige bitul Klal 
Yisroel had to Hashem and the Torah. 
Whatever Hashem wanted would be 
acceptable for us, as we were willing to 
give up everything we had for Hash-
em. {Perhaps this is why Shavuos is 
Keneged Yitzchok Avinu, according 
to the Rabbeinu Yechiel mentioned 
in the Tur. Besides the hint that the 
Shofar of the Akeidah being blown 
on Shavuos, there is a more deep con-
nection. Just as Yitzchok Avinu was 
willing to give himself up totally to 
Hashem on the Akeidah, so too Klal 
Yisroel were willing to give themselves 
up totally by saying Naaseh VeNish-
ma. � is represented a total bitul to 
Hashem, akin to the Akeidah. 

In the zechus of using Shavuos 
properly, we should see Refuos, Ye-
shuos and the ultimate Yeshua of 
the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu 
speedily.}

Lawrence  On the Water
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Scholars have had a lot to say 
about the role of aristocracy in the 
course of human history. Those of 
us who grew up in the United States 
of America were taught about the 
advantages of democracy and thus 
developed a prejudice against the 
very word “aristocracy.” We were 
convinced that aristocracy meant 
government by a select group of peo-
ple who earned their right to govern 
by virtue of their birth.

Along with the virtues of de-
mocracy, we were taught to value 
meritocracy. Individuals should be 
granted positions of authority on 
the basis of their merit. If they prove 
themselves to be expert in business, 
they should be given control of the 
economy. Those who successfully 
prove their administrative experi-
ence should run the government.

As our formal education proceed-
ed, we learned about the danger of 
another philosophy; namely, elit-
ism. Somewhere in our attic storage 
room, there remains a copy of a pa-
per I wrote as a sophomore in col-
lege. It was based upon a book by the 
eminent sociologist C. Wright Mills, 
entitled The Power Elite. In it, the 
author cautions against the devel-
opment of a small group, or “inner 
core,” controlling all the institutions 
in power in a given society. A more 
recent book by David Rothkopf 
makes a similar point and speaks of 
a “super-class” that dominates con-
temporary American society. Per-
sonally, I suspect that we can detect 
in the present presidential elections a 
revolt, by a substantial portion of the 
populace, against “the power elite” 
or the “super-class.”

In my rabbinic teaching experi-
ence, I have found that students tend 
to question, or at least wonder about, 
the existence of aristocracy or elitism 
in the society prescribed by our To-
rah. This tendency is especially com-
mon among students who have been 
raised to value “the American way.” I 
have discovered that it is this week’s 
Torah portion, Parashat Bemidbar 
(Numbers 1:1-4:20), which evokes 
these questions more than any other.

This week’s parasha begins with 
an enumeration of the leaders of 
each tribe. The leader of the tribe of 
Reuben is named Elizur son of She-
deur, and so are named the leaders 

of every tribe. That is, every tribe but 
Levi. The Torah then proceeds with 
the details of the results of the cen-
sus that Moses conducted. The total 
population of each tribe is listed, 
beginning with Reuben and ending 
with Naphtali. Again, the tribe of 
Levi is not recorded. The Torah it-
self remarks, “The Levites, however, 
were not recorded among them by 
their ancestral tribe.” Indeed, the Al-
mighty specifically commands Mo-
ses: “Do not on any account enroll 
the tribe of Levi, or take a census of 
them, with the Israelites,” (Numbers 
1:47-48).

The Torah continues to describe 
the configuration of the tribes as 
they marched through the wilder-
ness: Three tribes in the north, three 
tribes in the south, and three tribes, 
each in the east and west. The glaring 
omission from this formation is the 
tribe of Levi.

It is only when we reach the third 
chapter of this week’s Torah portion 
that we learn of the special treatment 
that the tribe of Levi is to receive. It 
is then that we learn that the Levites 
are to substitute for the firstborn Is-
raelites and will serve in their stead 
in the special roles of maintaining 
the Holy Tabernacle. Finally, the 
Torah describes the division of the 
tribe of Levi into three and names 
the leaders of each of those three di-
visions. It is only at this later point 
in the parasha that we are informed 
about the central position of the Lev-
ites in the nation’s march through 
the wilderness.

It is no wonder that students of-
ten ask about elitism. Their question 
is usually phrased along these lines: 
“Aren’t the Levites being designated 
by the Almighty Himself as a “power 
elite” or “super-class?” Are we not to 
be concerned that the rest of the Isra-
elites will experience the resentment 
typical to victims of discrimination? 
Wasn’t the Levites’ special position 
in this parasha accorded them only 
because they were born Levites, hav-
ing done nothing to merit their spe-
cial distinction?”

The Sages of the Talmud and Mi-
drash respond emphatically to these 
questions. Here is an especially poet-
ic example, to be found in the Mid-
rash Bemidbar Rabba, chapter 3: “It 
was the tribe of Levi who were he-

roes and blossomed forth with their 
deeds at the time that the Israelites 
crafted the Golden Calf. It is writ-
ten, ‘Moses stood up in the gate of 
the camp and said, “Whoever is for 
the Lord, come here!”’ And all the 
Levites rallied to him. Therefore, 
the Holy One, Blessed Be He raised 
them above the Israelites. Like the 
cedar which is taller and higher in 
the forest of Lebanon than all other 
trees, so too are they elevated above 
all of Israel. Thus, it is written in the 
book of Psalms (92:14), ‘Planted in 
the house of the Lord, they flourish 
in the courts of our G-d.’”

The point of this Midrash, and of 
many similar rabbinic passages, is 
this: The elite position of the Levites 
was not merely a function of their 
privileged birth. Rather, they earned 
their position because of their firm 
commitment to G-d. They merited 
their special role because of their 
courage and dedication.

In the classes that I have led, how-
ever, these rabbinic passages do not 
suffice. Questions persist: “What 
about nowadays? Can any person 
not born a Levi gain access to that 
tribe’s privilege by virtue of his com-
mitment and courage? Or, is mem-
bership in this special group closed 
to non-Levites forever?”

The response to such questions 
was given centuries ago by none oth-
er than Maimonides: “It is not just 
the tribe of Levi alone, but each and 
every person from all of the world’s 
inhabitants, if his spirit but moves 
him and his intellect matures, can 
distinguish himself from the masses 
and stand before G-d to serve Him 
and to worship Him. He can come 
to know G-d, and if he walks upright 

in the manner in which G-d fash-
ioned him and is willing to discard 
all the many considerations which 
other humans naturally seek, such a 
person is sanctified as the holiest of 
holies. He too can become G-d’s spe-
cial portion and heritage forever and 
ever.” (Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, 
concluding paragraph of the Laws of 
the Sabbatical Year and Jubilee)

Simply put, Maimonides is teach-
ing us that every human being can 
become a Levite.

Not many of us are familiar with 
Maimonides’ astonishing remarks. 

But there is a statement, spoken 
daily by every regular synagogue 
attendee, which symbolically trans-
forms each of us into a Levite. For 
near the conclusion of the morning 
service every day of the year, week-
day or Sabbath or Festival, we recite 
a psalm. The psalm differs from day 
to day, but there is a brief prelude 
that we all utter: “Today is the first 
day of the week (or second, or third 
day, as the case may be) on which the 
Levites used to say this psalm in the 
Temple.”

Why do we recite this formula? 
The customary answer is that we 
want to retain some memory of the 
Holy Temple in our religious con-
sciousness. But I like to think that 
we recite it to connect in some fash-
ion to the Levites in the Temple of 
long ago. And we recite it whether 
we are Levites by birth or not. We 
assert that in some sense we can all 
become Levites. 

Maimonides insists that in Juda-
ism elites are made, not born. Au-
thentic elites are not about power. 
They are about courage and commit-
ment. And conviction.

Parashat Bamidbar 
Elite by Commitment

RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

The Person in the Parsha

FREE CIRCULATION.   FREE ENTERTAINMENT.  

BECAUSE THE 
BEST THINGS IN 
LIFE ARE FREE.
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MILK IN YOUR CHICKEN SOUP

Take a census of the entire assem-
bly of the Children of Israel… (1:2)

Chiddushei HaRim offers an al-
ternative explanation as to why we 
find the Yiddin being counted again 
and again in the Torah. In order to 
understand his approach, one first 
needs to have a little bit of familiari-
ty with Halacha. Have you ever won-
dered what would be the Kashrus 
status of a pot of chicken soup if 
some milk spilled into it? The answer 
is that it’s determined by the Hala-
chos of Bittul (nullification). While 
this area of Halacha can be compli-
cated, and the percentages and ratios 
that serve as the thresholds vary by 
circumstance – put simply, the con-
cept at play here is that sometimes a 
minority item can be subsumed by 
a larger, majority item (see Tur and 
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 109). 
So, in this instance, if the ratio of 
chicken soup to milk would be large 
enough as Halacha would require, 
the soup would still be kosher. 

Now, there is also a lesser-known 
exception to this Halacha. If the for-
bidden item is one that is generally 
counted or sold by unit (ex. an egg or 
cheese stick, as compared to droplets 
of milk or blood), then the principle 
of Bittul does not apply (see Shul-
chan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 110:1 and 
Orlah 3:7).  

What does all of this have to do 
with our Parsha? Chiddushei HaRim 
says that since Klal Yisroel is from 
the tiniest of minorities in the world 
(Devarim 7:7), our being so small in 
number carries with it the potential 
that we could Chas V’Shalom be 
swallowed up and nullified by the 
non-Jewish majorities! To counter-
act this danger, Hashem counts the 
Jewish people often. This gives us 
the status of being something that 
is regularly counted, and enables us 
to resist the application of the Hala-
chos of nullification to our status in 
this world. By counting us on a reg-
ular basis, Hashem has halachically 
ensured that we will always remain 
distinct and important. Even when 
mixed among the nations of the 
world, we shall never be consumed 
by the majority.

To all of this I would add the fol-
lowing observation: We find in the 
Torah that Hashem counts the Jew-
ish people three times. He counted us 

when we left Egypt (Shemos 12:37), 
again after the sin of the Golden Calf 
(Shemos 32:35), and then again here, 
in our Parsha. Why three times? I 
would suggest it has to do with the 
Halachic concept of “Chazakah.” This 
general principle states that once an 
occurrence has happened three times, 
it has a certain established perma-
nence (Bava Metzia 106b). Therefore, 
it is possible that Hashem counted us 
three times in the Torah in order to 
halachically establish Klal Yisroel as 
an entity which is officially counted 
and thus incapable of nullification!  
BE ORGANIZED  
AND BECOME SUCCESSFUL!

The Children of Israel shall en-
camp, each man by his banner, 
according to the insignia of their 
fathers’ household, at a distance sur-
rounding the Tent of Meeting shall 
they encamp. (2:2)

The next section of the Parsha 
deals with the Degalim. The Torah 
spends thirty-four pesukim explain-
ing the exact formation in which the 
Shevatim were positioned around 
the Mishkan, the banners and flags 
of the tribes, and the like. At first 
blush, this seems to be an astonish-
ing amount of space to devote to this 
topic. Why is it that important? This 
passage concludes (2:34) with the 
statement, “The Children of Israel did 
everything that Hashem had com-
manded Moshe – so they encamp-
ed according to their banners…” 
Couldn’t this pasuk have sufficed 
in the Written Torah to alert us to 
this topic, and the rest of the details 
could have been placed somewhere 
in the Oral Torah? Somewhere in 
Midrash Rabbah or Yalkut Shemoni 
would have seemed appropriate.  

R. Aharon Kotler, zt"l suggests 
this answer: Even the most worth-
while and holy things in the world 
can be ruined or spoiled through dis-
order. This even applies to the Tribes 
of Israel, who had recently left Egypt, 
received the Torah at Har Sinai, and 
were on their way to Eretz Yisroel. 
All of this Kedusha could have met 
with ruination were it not for the fact 
that Seder (order) was maintained. 
Every aspect of a person’s life needs 
order. One must have time devoted 
for learning Torah, for davening, 
for review of one’s studies, for rela-
tionships, etc. and the time for one 

should not impinge upon the time 
for the others. To emphasize this 
point forcefully, the Written Torah 
devotes a very significant amount of 
space and ink to the Degalim.

R. Aharon’s thesis is a clarion call 
regarding the need for orderliness 
in our pursuit of holy endeavors. In 
fact, some suggest that this theme 
provides us with an explanation for 
an interesting anomaly. Why is Par-
shas Bamidbar invariably read on a 
Shabbos that closely precedes Shavu-
os? The answer may be that this Par-
sha comes right before Matan Torah 
to convey the idea that if one truly 
wishes to acquire and retain Torah 
wisdom, one must be organized with 
his time, learning, review, and all as-
pects of his life. To put it bluntly: I 
have never met a massive Talmud 
Chacham who’s mind, learning 
schedule, or personal affairs were in 
gross disarray. In fact, my experience 
has been quite to the contrary. 

It is the way of Rashaim (wicked 
people) to lead a life characterized 
by disorder and chaos. Shaarei Orah 
(Shelach) quotes the Navi Yeshaya’s 
description (57:20) of the Rasha to 
make this point: “The wicked will be 
like the driven sea that cannot rest, 
and whose waters disgorge mire and 
mud. ‘There is no peace,’ said my G-d, 
‘for the wicked.’”

I firmly believe that there are tre-
mendous blessings awaiting a person 
who keeps his affairs – spiritual and 
otherwise – in an orderly fashion. I 
believe Dovid HaMelech references 
this in Tehillim 50:23, “One who or-
ders his way, I will show him the sal-
vation of G-d.” It isn’t a coincidence 
that people who are organized gen-

erally ‘happen’ to find that Hashem 
seems to help them more than peo-
ple who aren’t!  
BE ORGANIZED  
AND BECOME SUCCESSFUL! II

In truth, maintaining order not 
only carries ramifications for the 
individual and the fulfillment of 
his own potential, but for the entire 
world. Shaarei Orah (ibid.) brings 
down two examples of this: 

Maharal (Derech Chaim, Pirkei 
Avos 6:6) comments on the renowned 
teaching of Chazal: “Whoever repeats 
a thing in the name of the one who 
said it brings redemption to the world 
(see also Chullin 104b).” Now, why 
should this be so? What does saying a 
Dvar Torah in the name of its origina-
tor have to do with Geulah? Maharal 
says the pshat has to do with Seder. If 
Torah teachings are quoted, but not 
in the name of the person or Sefer 
who said them, it creates a chaotic 
atmosphere. It’s disorderly. And in 
truth, the very essence of all of Galus 
is disorder! After all, how else can we 
characterize a state of affairs where-
in Klal Yisroel is scattered to the four 
corners of the globe, and living out-
side of their Land? Therefore, since 
Galus is characterized by disorder, 
when one ‘says over’ a Torah teaching 
“B’shem Omro” – in the name of the 
person who said it – we bring a lit-
tle more Seder to the world, and thus 
hasten the Final Redemption.

“Short & Sweet on the Parsha” is now on-
sale and available for order!  Published by 
Feldheim, this 560 page sefer costs $24.99 
and contains hundreds of electrifying 
insights into the weekly Torah portion. 
Contact R. Shlomo Zalman Bregman at 
Director@JELN.org to order yours today!

RABBI SHLOMO ZALMAN BREGMAN

Parsha Short & Sweet Parshas Bamidbar
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Erev Shavuos And Tisha B’Av That Fall Out On Shabbos
RABBI ELIEZER KROHN

� e � rst thing I thought of when 
I realized that Shavuos is on Motzai 
Shabbos this year was that I would 
be able to take a nap on Shabbos af-
ternoon to help me stay up all night. 
Perfect! But is that a violation of ha-
chona, I thought, preparing on Shab-
bos for a� er Shabbos? We know that 
when Erev Pesach falls out on Shab-
bos, we are confronted with many 
halachic questions that we don’t ad-
dress in other years. Is there anything 
di� erent when the same thing hap-
pens with Erev Shavuos and Tisha 
B’Av on Shabbos?

If you think not, you might be in 
for a surprise. 

Generally we say hachona is not 
allowed because it is considered a dis-
grace to Shabbos if we are spending 
time doing acts for the weekday (see 
Shulchan Aruch 323:6). Fortunately, 
it is permitted to sleep on Shabbos 
for the sole purpose of being awake 
that night. � e reason for this is that 
it is a perfectly normal Shabbos ac-

tivity to take an a� ernoon nap (see 
Rema 290:1). We do that many times 
without any bene� t for Motzai Shab-
bos (see Shmiras Shabbos K’hilchasa 
28:72). However, the Mishna Berura 
(290:4) writes that although it is al-
lowed, one should not SAY that this 
is the reason they are doing so. � e 
reason for this is twofold. First, that 
itself is also considered disrespectful 
towards the Shabbos. Second, it is a 
violation of V’daber Davar. � is is a 
verse is Yeshayahu (58:13) that the 
Gemara in Shabbos 113A explains 
to mean that even a person’s manner 
of speech or conversation must also 
conform to the restful nature of Shab-
bos (see Shulchan Aruch 307:1). De-
claring that you are doing something 
on Shabbos for the bene� t of a� er 
Shabbos is transgressing this Rabbin-
ic prohibition.

� is brings up a similar issue that 
will be very applicable for students as 
we approach the times of � nal exams 
in school. May one study on Shabbos 
for a test that will obviously be taken 

a� er Shabbos is over? Is that a viola-
tion of Hachona? � e answer is that 
for Jewish studies (Chumash, Navi, 
Gemara, Halacha etc.) it is completely 
permitted (and recommended) be-
cause you gain from that right now 
on Shabbos (see Shmiras Shabbos 
K’hilchasa 28:84 with footnote). Once 
again, a person should not declare that 
this is the reason he is doing so. 

We can now move on to Tisha 
B’Av that begins on Motzai Shabbos, 
as it does this year. Again, the Hala-
cha is that one is allowed to eat a big 
Shalosh Seudos towards the end of 
Shabbos, even if one usually do not 
do so, since eating is a standard part 
of Shabbos (see Shmiras Shabbos 
K’hilchasa 28:77). Once again, a per-
son should not state that the reason 
he is doing so is in order to have an 
easier fast. Parenthetically, the Shul-
chan Aruch writes (291:5) that one 
must eat bread to ful� ll the mitzvah 
of Shalosh Seudos, and this applies 
for women as well (ibid 6). Mishna 
Berura (ibid 2) writes this means to 

eat one kezayis of bread, and prefera-
bly two kezaysim.

One last discussion in the Poskim 
is whether one may take a pill on 
Shabbos that will help him fast easi-
er on Tisha B’Av? � ere are two po-
tential problems, Refuah on Shabbos 
and hachona. Many Poskim feel that 
it is permitted. As far as Refuah, Rav 
Elyashiv contends that it is not heel-
ing but rather merely strengthening 
the body. Others say similarly that it 
is just preventing a sickness to come 
upon you, not heeling an existing 
one. Some Poskim permit taking vita-
mins on Shabbos for the same reason. 
In regards to the hachona issue, some 
contend that we permit hachona in 
a case of great loss, and this can be 
included in that. Rav Vosner zt”l rec-
ommends mixing the pill into your 
food, preferably before Shabbos, and 
if not, then on Shabbos itself.  

So enjoy your nap this Erev Shavu-
os, and your larger-than-usual shalos 
seudos on Erev Tisha B’Av, but shhh-
hhh…….. don’t tell anyone…..

Ohr which lasts forever. � is shows us 
the maalah of Torah over mitzvos. 

Another halacha we see from this is 
that if, chas veshalom, a talmid chochom 
forgets his learning, we must still treat 
him with respect. Again, this shows 
how the maalah of Torah lasts forever, 
just like light (as opposed to mitzvos 
that, as important as they are, have a 
kedusha that doesn’t last forever). 

Let us introduce one other concept 
before answering our previous ques-
tion. Chazal tell us (Maseches Chagigah 
12A) that there are seven Rekiim (ce-
lestial heavens). One of these Rekiim is 
called Maon. Chazal explain that Maon 
is a place that the Malachim (angels) 
dwell in. � ese groups of Malchai Ha-
Shareis say Shirah at night, and are qui-
et in the day in honor of Klal Yisroel. 

Now let us return to our original 
question. When one said, “Shehasim-
cha Bimeono” this is appropriate when 
referring to something that doesn’t last 
forever. Lemashal, the Simcha of Nisu-
in and Sheva Berachos is like a Mitzvah, 
which has Kedusha that doesn’t last for-
ever. It is therefore likened to a Maon, 
in which the Malachim don’t sing Shi-
rah on a continuous fashion. 

In contrast, Torah is something that 
has continuous Kedusha attached to it. 
To attach the Simcha of a Seudas Si-
yum Mesechta to “Shehasimcha Bime-

ono”, actually limits and gives a lack of 
Kavod to Torah, as it implies that the 
Kedusha of Torah has limits, just as the 
Shirah of Maon only is sung at night. 
� erefore, it was a terrible taanah that 
the Maharshal said, “Shehasimcha Bi-
meono” on this occasion, and Hashem, 
Kiveyachol, showed his discontent by 
being mevateil the simcha. 

{Perhaps we can add that this would 
answer the famous question as to why 
the Pesukim don’t tell us when exactly 
Shavuos is, instead merely saying that it 
is a� er the 49th day of counting Se� ras 
HaOmer? We can explain that saying 
Matan Torah is on this particular day, 
would show us that the Kedusha of To-
rah is limited to this particular day. Not 
limiting Zeman Matan Toraseinu to a 
particular time, shows us that the Kedu-
sha of Torah is “Eibig”, eternal.}

� e Rosh Yeshiva zt”l continued the 
mesorah of Torah She’Ball Peh to the 
current generation, even a� er the ter-
rible Churban of European Yeshivos. 
His success in continuing the mesorah 
of Torah to numerous talmidim, even 
here in America, showed the eternity of 
Torah. 

We are mispallel that through con-
tinuing the mesorah of the Rosh Ye-
shiva zt”l in realizing the Kedusha and 
Nitzchiyus of Torah, we should soon 
see the coming of Moshiach Tzidkenu, 
who will come in the zechus of Shavuos.

Thoughts On Shavuos Based Upon The Writings Of Rav Yitzchok Hutner zt”l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 136

ways running and being 
Mevakeish more and 
more Torah. 

It has been said on 
the Rosh Yeshiva that he 
represented the explana-
tion of Rashi on the Pa-
suk, “Ohaiv Kesef Lo Yis-
ba Kesef” (one that loves money 
will never be happy with money) 
(Koheles 5,9). Rashi explains that 
one that loves Torah will never be 
satis� ed with the amount of To-
rah that he has. 

During the Tekufah of Shang-
hai, the Rosh Yeshiva was one of 
the only bochurim that was able 
to learn all day, including Bain 
Hazemanim. {One must remem-
ber the tremendously difficult 
matzav the bochurim faced, in-
cluding not knowing what was 
happening with their families, 
and also dealing with tremendous 
heat, cold, and other difficult 
physical conditions.} It is said 
that the Mashgiach, Rav Chatzkel 
zt”l, said that the Rosh Yeshiva 
was holding up the Yeshiva with 
his gevaldige hasmadah.

� e words of the Rosh Yeshi-
va are especially pertinent as we 

are approaching 
Shavuos, which 
is Zeman Matan
Toraseinu. In this 
tekufah we must 
accept upon our-
selves to use our 
entire body to 
serve Hashem, thus 

elevating ourselves to spiritual 
heights. In particular, we must 
mechazek ourselves in Limud 
HaTorah, even when this is di�  -
cult. � e same way we overcome 
di�  culties in order to obtain our 
physical needs, how much more 
so should we overcome di�  cul-
ties to acquire spiritual acquisi-
tions. We must also work on nev-
er being satis� ed with the amount 
of Torah and Mitzvos that we 
have acquired, and always trying 
to increase our knowledge of To-
rah and ful� llment of mitzvos.

In the zechus of growing in 
Torah, Mitzvos and elevating 
ourselves to spiritual beings, 
we should be zoche soon to see 
Moshiach Tzidkenu speedily. 

Sources for this article include, 
“Bekorei Shemo” (Sefer Vayikra) 
and “Kisrah Shel Torah (Rabbi 
Yosef Simcha Klein).

Thoughts Related To Kabbalas HaTorah 
Based Upon The Shmuessen Of Maran Rav Shmuel Berenbaum zt”l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 93
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Thoughts On Shavuos Based Upon The Writings of Chacham Ovadiah Yosef zt”l 
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

The following Maamar is based 
upon Shiurei HaRishon Letzion from 
Chacham Ovadiah Yosef zt”l. 

The Torah requires us to count 
seven weeks (and 49 days) during the 
period of Se� ras HaOmer. � is is a 
remembrance for the fact that when 
our ancestors le�  Mitzraim, they had a 
great desire during these days to have a 
true Kabbalas HaTorah. � is is hinted 
to in the Pasuk which states, “Taavdun 
Es HaElokim Al Hahar Hazeh” (you 
will serve G-d on this mountain). Why 
does this Pasuk have an extra Nun (Ta-
avdun)? � is hints that the Yidden will 
accept the Torah a� er 50 days. {Nun is 
gematria 50, hinting to the fact that on 
the � � ieth day the Yidden will accept 
the Torah.}

During this time, the Torah tells us 
that the Yidden traveled through the 
midbar using a language of Vayisu or 
Vayachanu. � ese are Lashon Rabim, 
as the Yidden were not united. How-
ever, when they reached Har Sinai, the 
Torah said, “Vayichan Sham Yisroel 
Neged Hahar”. � e word, “Vayichan” 
is in Lashon Yachid. � is hints that 
Klal Yisroel were Beachdus, with uni-
ty, “Keish Echad Beleiv Echad” (as one 
person with one heart). 

When Hashem saw that the Yidden 
were united, then He said that they de-
serve accepting the Torah. 

It is important for us to know that 
the entire purpose of the Yidden leav-
ing Mitzraim was for them to accept 
the Torah. � e four Leshonos of Geu-
lah (Vehotzaisi, Vehitzalti, Vegaalti, 
Velakachti) culminate with Velakachti, 
which hints to “Velakachti Eschem 
Leam Vehayisi Lachem Lailokim”. � is 
is a reference to Kabbalas HaTorah, 
which is the way in which we became 
the nation of Hashem. 

{� is may be a source for what Rav 
Saadyah Gaon, zt”l said, that our na-
tion is only a nation with our Torah.}

When Moshe Rabbeinu wrote a 
Sefer Torah on a Klaf and gave it to his 
Shevet (Shevet Levi), the other Shevatim 
said, “Why are you giving precedence to 
your own Shevet over the other Sheva-
tim?”  We all were at Har Sinai and said 
“Naaseh Venishma”, so why should we 
be less than Shevet Levi? When Moshe 
Rabbeinu heard their words, he said, 
“Hayom Hazeh Niheyaisa Leam”, and 
was very happy seeing that all of Klal 
Yisroel desired the Torah. 

At this time, Moshe Rabbeinu 
wrote 13 Sifrei Torah. He gave each 
Shevet their own Sefer Torah and put 
one Sefer Torah in the Aron HaBris in 
which the Luchos were put. 

In these 50 days (of Se� ras Haomer), 
Klal Yisroel waited and desired for Kab-

balas HaTorah and counted every day. 
� ey showed their love and desire for 
the Torah. � is was done through excit-
edly counting Se� ras Haomer, showing 
how much they were waiting and antic-
ipating Kabbalas HaTorah. 

� is is the reason that we count 
the days of Se� ras Haomer, showing 
anticipation and excitement for Kab-
balas Hatorah, just as our fathers in 
the Midbar. 

� e Torah said that we must count 
seven weeks of Se� ras Haomer. � e 
Zohar HaKadosh said that Se� ras Hao-
mer is like the counting of the Zayin 
Nekiim that the Kalah counts before 
she gets married. Just as the Kallah 
counts in order to become pure for her 
husband, so too we count seven weeks 
in order to become pure and clean 
from any bad middos or actions. � is 
will enable us to accept the Torah.

During this time (of Se� ras Hao-
mer) each and every one of us must 
prepare ourselves in order to accept 
the Torah. {As one cannot accept the 
Torah with bad middos and maasim.}

� e Dubna Maggid zt”l gives the 
following mashal: Once there was a 
rich person that was walking in the 
street during a very cold part of the 
year. He saw a person who was shiv-
ering and was wearing tattered clothes. 
� e rich person asked him what he was 
doing dressed in such clothes on an ex-
tremely cold day? � e person answered 
that he is very poor, and could not af-
ford getting nice and warm clothing. 

� e rich person felt sad for him, 
and said that he would take him to a 
nice clothing store and buy him decent 
clothing for the weather. 

� ey both went into a nice cloth-
ing store, and the rich person asked 
the salesman for a nice pair of pants 
and a jacket. � e poor person went 
into the changing room to try on the 
clothes, but he was taking a long time. 
Finally, the rich person knocked on the 
door, and asked to go in and see what 
was taking so much time. Upon going 
inside, he saw to his surprise that the 
poor person put on the new clothes on 
top of his old “Shmatte” clothes. � e 
rich person told him that this was fool-
ish, as this was no way to try on new 
clothing! � e only way to wear new 
clothing is to take o�  the “Shmattes” 
and then put on decent new clothing. 

� e nimshal is obvious. If someone 
wants to learn and observe Torah with 
Keduah and Taharah, he must � rst re-
move his “clothes” of bad middos and 
maasim, and return to Hashem with 
Teshuva Shelaimah. Only then will he 
be able to wear the “new clothes” of 
Torah and mitzvos, with Kedusha and 
Tahara. 

One cannot go in his bad path, con-
tinuing to steal or treating his friends 
inappropriately, and still hope to learn 
and keep Torah properly. As long as he 
has such “Shmatte Clothes” on, there 
is no way he can be zoche, merit, to ac-
cept and observe the Torah. 

Similarly, one must be a Neki Kapa-
yim and Bar Leivav (honest and have 
a heart that is pure) and only this way 
will he be able to deserve accepting the 
Torah. 

� is is the reason that Hashem gave 
us 50 days, which is su�  cient time for 
us to remove our “dirty clothes” (a ref-
erence to our bad middos and maasim) 
and to return to Hashem in Teshuva 
Shelaimah. � is includes showing re-
spect to our friends and having middos 
tovos. 

� is will enable us to accept the To-
rah easily, as the Torah loves one that 
loves it and its mitzvos and ways. 

Conversely, one that doesn’t show 
respect to the words of Torah, it will 
not love him and will so to speak run 
away from him. � is is so, as the path 
of the Torah is to go together with ani-
vus, humility and Yiras Chet (fear of 
sin), and the Torah does not go togeth-
er with Gasus HaRuach (arrogance).

Chazal learn from Pesukim that 
the Torah will not go to someone that 
has his head in the heavens (meaning 
that he is arrogant). Likewise, the To-
rah will not be found by someone that 
loves money and is always traveling. 
� e Torah is found by a person that 
removes his thoughts from vanities 
(concentrating on Limud HaTorah) 
and has his mind set on listening to the 
Torah and its words. 

Chazal tell us that “Nefesh Ameil 
Amlah Lo”. � is means that anyone 
that is Ameil BaTorah (works hard to 
learn Torah), the Torah will be ameil 
for him that he should merit to under-
stand and merit having the Torah a 
part of his essence. � is is related to the 
famous statement of Chazal that one 
that said that he worked hard on Torah 
and found it, should be believed. Con-
versely, one that said that he worked 
hard learning Torah and did not � nd 
it, should not be believed. 

Given the above we can understand 
why Hashem gave us these days (of 
Se� ras Haomer) in order to make us 
puri� ed in Middos Tovos and to ful-
� ll the mitzvos of Hashem, so that we 
will merit achieving the Kedusha and 
Tahara which we had on Matan To-
rah (and thereby ourselves achieving a 
Kabbalas HaTorah). 

Chacham Ovadiah also said that 
there is no other middah tovah better 
than having achdus in Am Yisroel, and 
having true ahavah between all Yidden. 

During the days of Sefiras Hao-
mer, which are days of judgment, it is 
customary to learn mussar, and par-
ticularly to learn Maseches Avos.� e 
reason for this is that as all the words 
of this Masechta are words of great 
Chachmah and Binah. � ere are many 
great commentaries from our great 
Rabbanim on this Mesechta, and their 
words are � lled with great Chachmah. 

Chacham Ovadiah was known for his 
great commitment to Limud HaTorah 
and middos tovos. Once he was on a trip 
in New York one Shabbos, and asked for 
a chair to sit on in a closet in his room. 
His Rebbitzen A”H realized the next day 
that her husband had spent the entire 
night in the closet, learning Torah. 

Chacham Ovadiah had great achdus
and was close to Gedolei Torah from 
many “Kreizen” (communities) in-
cluding Rav Elyashiv zt”l, Rav Wosner 
zt”l, Rav Shlomo Zalmin Auerbach zt”l 
and many others. While they all came 
from di� erent communities, the Torah 
they learned helped them to have ach-
dus, despite the many di� erences that 
there were between them. 

Chacham Ovadiah had also great 
Ahavas Yisroel, and he would travel 
throughout Eretz Yisroel (especially 
prior to the Yomim Noraim) in order 
to bring his fellow Yidden closer to 
Hashem. 

Once he went to visit a very small 
Seminary, due to a request from the 
Menahel for him to offer words of 
Chizuk. A� er he delivered these words 
of Chizuk, he told the Menahel that he 
would be happy to come back at anoth-
er time if his presence would help the 
talmidos. 

� e Zohar HaKadosh said that the 
zechus of Shavuos will help us to merit 
leaving the Galus (and seeing the ulti-
mate geulah). In the zechus of follow-
ing in the path of Chacham Ovadiah in 
Yegias HaTorah, achdus, and middos 
tovos, may we soon see the coming of 
Moshiach Tzidkenu speedily.

Thoughts On Shavuos Based Upon The Writings of Chacham Ovadiah Yosef zt”l 
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Kabbolas HaTorah At Three Landmark Flatbush Yeshivos: 
The Mirrer Yeshiva, Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin and Mesivta Torah Vodaath

became with his brother-in-law, 
Rav Shraga Moshe Kalmanowitz, 
zt”l, the roshei hayeshiva of the Mir-
rer Yeshiva in Flatbush.
Shanghai Alumni in America

In the early years of the Mirrer 
Yeshiva in Flatbush, the mixture was 
older students who had the incredi-
ble experience of learning with me-
siras nefesh in Shanghai and a group 
of American-born talmidim. Many 
of the Shanghai students like Rav 
Berenbaum went on to teach in the 
Yeshiva and other Torah institutions 
around the nation. Many American 
boys would later say that their in-
teraction with those bochurim who 
learned in the Mirrer in Shanghai 
dramatically changed their outlook 
on life in general and Yiddishkeit in 
particular.

Over the years, thousands of boys 
and young men have learned in the 
various divisions of the Mirrer Ye-
shiva in Flatbush.  Its graduates have 
included Rav Aryeh Kaplan, prolif-
ic author and translator of seforim; 
Rav Dovid Schwekey, Rosh Kollel 
of Mexico City; Rav Avigdor Sla-
tus, Rav of Savannah, Georgia; and 
prominent Torah philanthropist, 
Rabbi Rubin Schron. 
Oldest Yeshiva

Around 1968 Yeshivas Rab-
beinu Chaim Berlin moved to its 
new home in Flatbush on Coney 
Island Avenue between Avenues L 
and M, after more than 60 years in 
the once heavily Jewish Brooklyn 
community of Brownsville and a 
short stay thereafter in Far Rock-
away, Queens. Established in 1904 
as Yeshiva Tiferes Bachurim, it 
is the oldest yeshiva in Kings 
County. 

Ten years a� er it began, the name 
of the yeshiva was changed to honor 
the memory of Rav Chaim Berlin, 
zt”l, the son of Rav Na� ali Zvi Ye-
huda Berlin, zt”l. Rav Chaim Berlin 
who was ni� er in 1912, was a prom-
inent rabbinical leader in Lithua-
nia and Russia, before moving to 
Yerushalayim where in the last years 
of his life he served as Chief Rabbi 
of the Ashkenazi community in the 
Holy City.
The Legendary Rav Hutner, zt”l

Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Ber-
lin rose to greatness as a result of 

the 44 years that the legendary Rav 
Yitzchak Hutner, zt”l served as Rosh 
Hayeshiva of the makom haTorah, 
� rst in Brownsville and � nally in 
Flatbush. His move from the de-
caying Brownsville to Flatbush con-
tributed to the rapid acceleration of 
Yiddishkeit in Flatbush. Dozens of 
families moved to the neighborhood 
speci� cally to be close to the yeshiva 
and the Rosh Hayeshiva whose rep-
utation as a Torah scholar par excel-
lance had spread around the Jewish 
world.

Rav Hutner was a talmid of Rav 
Nosson Tzvi Finkel, zt”l, the Alter 
of Slobodka and he was greatly in-
� uenced by the Slobodkan school of 
mussar that emphasized the majesty 
of man and the ability of a Jew to 
majestically master Torah to better 
serve Hashem. With the establish-
ment of the post-elementary divi-
sion of Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim 
Berlin, Rav Hutner proclaimed his 
aim to create “derhoibene talmi-
dei chachamim” or Torah scholars 
of the highest caliber in both the 
realms of scholastic and spiritual 
development.
Quoting from 
“Pachad Yitzchak”

Rav Yisroel Reisman, a musmach 
and rosh yeshiva of Mesivta Torah 
Vodaath frequently quotes gener-
ously from Rav Hutner’s classic sefer 
“Pachad Yitzchak,” when explain-
ing important hashkafah concepts 
to the large audiences that come to 
his Motzoi Shabbos Navi shiur that 
is held at Ahi Ezer Congregation in 
Flatbush.

Following the petirah of Rav 
Hutner in 1980, Yeshivas Rabbeinu 
Chaim Berlin has been guided by 
Rav Aharon Schechter, shlita as Rosh 
Hayeshiva. A talmid muvhak of Rav 
Hutner, the current Rosh Hayeshiva 
endeavors to guide the many talmi-
dim in the exalted pathways of his 
predecessor.

Among the well-known To-
rah personalities of the past who 
served as Mashgiach Ruchani of 
Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin 
were Rav Avigdor Miller, zt”l and 
Rav Shlomo Freifeld, zt”l, who lat-
er was founder and Rosh Hayeshi-
va of Yeshivas Shor Yoshuv in 
Far Rockaway. Another notable 
alumnus of the Yeshiva was Rav 
Noach Weinberg, zt”l, who estab-

lished and was Rosh Hayeshiva of 
Aish HaTorah, a yeshiva based in 
Yerushalayim with kiruv divisions 
around the world.
Established in 1917

Situated in the Kensington/Flat-
bush section of Brooklyn is Me-
sivta Torah Vodaath which began 
in Williamsburg as an elementary 
school in 1917. Four years later the 
school hired as its principal Rav 
Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, zt”l, 
who successfully cra� ed together a 
curriculum that was able to appeal 
to both the traditional and modern 
students.

Among the noted alumni who 
attended Mesivta Torah Vodaath 
during the years that Rav Mend-
lowitz was in charge were Rav Me-
nachem Manis Mandel, zt”l, later 
Menahel of the Yeshiva of Brooklyn 
in Flatbush, the Bostoner Rebbe, zt”l, 
and Rav Avrohom Pam, zt”l, later 
Rosh Hayeshiva of Mesivta Torah 
Vodaath.

The focus of Mesivta Torah 
Vodaath which moved from Wil-
liamsburg to our area around 1970 
has always been to develop laymen 
with strong knowledge of the Torah 
who could be dynamic leaders in 
whichever kehillos they chose to live 
in.
Prominent Graduates 
Are Askanim

Among the Mesivta’s graduates 
who today play an important role 
in educating future generations of 
talmidim in Mesivta Torah Vodaath 
are Rav Yisroel Belsky, shlita and 
Rav Yisroel Reisman, shlita. Other 
well-know musmachim of the ma-
kom haTorah are Rabbi Paysach J. 
Krohn, highly regarded mohel, To-
rah lecturer and author; and Rabbi 
Nosson Scherman, General Editor 
of ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications.

Among the outstanding Torah 
scholars to have served as roshei ye-
shiva of Mesivta Torah Vodaath are 
Rav Avrohom Pam zt”l; Rav Shlomo 
Heiman, zt”l; Rav Dovid Leibowitz, 
zt”l; Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l; 
Rav Reuvain Grozovsky, zt”l, and 
Rav Gedalia Schorr, zt”l.
Promoting the Ideology 
of Rav Pam

Rav Yisroel Reisman, a talmid 
muvhak of Rav Avrohom Pam, has 
done much to promote the Chofetz 

Chaim-style hashkafah of his reb-
be via his Motzoi Shabbos Navi and 
legal day Hakhel shiurim, frequent-
ly quoting mussar concepts of Rav 
Pam. Another talmid of Rav Pam 
– Rabbi Sholom Smith has also fur-
thered a greater understanding of 
Rav Pam’s ideology via a number 
of recent popular English-language 
seforim on the various parshas and 
Yom Tov-based on the teachings of 
Rav Pam.

One common denominator of 
all three major landmark Flatbush 
Torah institutions is that they have 
successfully combated the high-
ly attractive but destructive allure 
of the American melting pot. Stu-
dents have come out of the Mirrer 
Yeshiva, Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim 
Berlin and Mesivta Torah Vodaath 
with stronger emunah and the abil-
ity to compete in various areas of 
business and professions without 
compromising their spiritual val-
ues.
Found Throughout Flatbush

No matter where you daven in 
Flatbush, the minyan is most like-
ly to include former talmidim of 
these three world-renowned yeshi-
vos. � ey broadcast with vigor the 
truth that learning Torah is not 
something you graduate from when 
you leave yeshiva or the kollel. � ey 
make the e� ort to � nd as much time 
to establish a kevias for learning 
Torah as is possible with their busy 
schedules.

For the majority of graduates of 
the Mirrer Yeshiva, Yeshivas Rab-
beinu Chaim Berlin and Mesivta 
Torah Vodaath, learning Torah with 
enthusiasm is not something that is 
le�  only for the � rst night of Shavu-
os. Every night, you can go into the 
main beis medrash of each of these 
yeshivas and you will � nd many doz-
ens of talmidim of all ages (as well 
as alumni Baalei Batim) excitedly 
learning and pushing themselves 
to further their understandings of 
sugiyos of varying complexities. So if 
you want to be inspired this coming 
Shavuos, when on your way to learn 
Torah a� er your Yom Tov seudah, 
make a point to drop in on one of 
these landmark yeshivos and take a 
brief peek at the excitement in learn-
ing that is generated by those in at-
tendance.
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Shavuos: The Gift Of Giving 
RABBI AARON D. MEHLMAN

In the shemitah year, 
Israeli farmers are pro-

hibited by the Torah from harvesting 
any a� ergrowth of their � elds and 
must leave any wayward or residual 
stalks standing. 

� e Torah in Parshas Behar de-
clares these wild plantlings he� er, 
ownerless, and are to be absolutely 
accessible to both man and beast. 

Indeed, halacha forbids a farm-
er from demonstrating any form of 
ownership throughout the shemitah
year. It’s as if the landowner must re-
ject all legal and rightful connection 
to his own ancestral land! 

Moreover, if a (poor) person 
comes to harvest the he� er shemitah
crops, one is forbidden to cut those 
stalks for his bene� t; the taker should 
cut the grains himself. 

A similar halacha presents itself 
in regards to the mitzvah of payah, 
where a farmer must leave a corner 
of his � eld so a poor person can reap 
the crops. � ere too, it is strictly for-
bidden for the farmer to cut the stalks 
and the indigent fellow himself must 
perform the laborious task. 

Question: would it not be more 
considerate for the Torah to allow 
the farmer to cut and present the 
shemitah and payah to the poor man 
directly, thus salvaging an already 
embarrassing situation? Does not 
the gemara praise those who provide 
prepared food to a poor man instead 
allocating cash stipends?!

� e sefer Darkei Mussar explains 
that every Jew must have a connec-
tion to admas kodesh, the holy Land 
of Israel. If a poor person loses his 

ancestral land and is forced to beg 
for food in the form of payah, a� ord 
him the dignity and respectability of 
rekindling his privileged relationship 
with admas kodesh. 

When the poor man self-harvests 
the payah, albeit temporarily, he feels 
like a landowner and this makes a 
world of a di� erence!  

How careful one must be - even 
by a mitzvah performance - so as not 
to hurt another person’s feelings. Rav 
Yisroel Salanter used to say that a 
person can destroy the world in pur-
suit of a mitzvah! 

� e considerations we must make 
before we speak or o� er assistance to 
our fellow man is serious business. Rab-
bi Avigdor Miller used to explain the 
words in eishes chayil, “v’toras chesed al 
l’shona” to imply there is an entire can-
on of rules and regulations for chesed, a 
vast literature regulating the when and 
how we perform kindness.

Not for naught does the Torah ex-
hort us in the form of a negative pro-
hibition, “Lo Soinu,” not to aggravate 
or antagonize our fellow Jew even 
with mere words. 

� e gemara in Kesubos recounts 
the last words on earth of Rebbe ha-
kodesh who requested that his chil-
dren be vigilant in the honor of their 
(soon to be widowed) step mother. 

� e late Steipler Gaon was of cha-
sidish background and was careful not 
to eat gebrokts, matzah that came in 
contact with water on Pesach. Howev-
er, when he realized how much e� ort 
other people expanded to accommo-
date his “chumra” he was immediate-
ly matir neder, nulli� ed the vow, and 
ceased being makpid on gebrokts!  

The Steipler enjoyed his gefilte 
� sh on Shabbos but when he once 
happened to observe how his wife 
worked hard to prepare this Shabbos 
delicacy, he lost his appetite complete-
ly for ge� lte � sh, forever!    

As we approach Shavuos we 
should be mindful of Hashem’s mag-
nanimity in relation to our own un-
derstanding of Torah. 

At � rst glance, it would seem im-
possible to comprehend a wisdom 
(Torah) distilled from daas elyon, the 
Creator’s thinking, as it were. 

Who are we to even attempt to 
probe or fathom the true meaning of 
the Almighty? Is this not arrogance 
or madness itself?

But Hashem promised every Jew 
a chelek, portion, in Torah, as we say 
in davening, “V’sen chelkeinu b’tora-
secha! Grant us our portion in Your 
Torah! 

� e Chofetz Chaim in sefer Shem 
Olam quotes the Vilna Gaon in his 
biur on Mishlei, who states unequiv-
ocally that every Jew is granted a 
portion of Torah at the moment of 
Maamud Har Sinai, when the Torah 
was � rst given to the Jewish People. 

And not unlike the mitzvah of 
payah, we are the indigent ones strug-
gling to connect with our ancestral in-
heritance, the yerusha of Torah.  

In tachanun, additional suppli-
cations, we admit “ki kein darkecha, 
oseh chesed chinum b’chol dor v’dor!” 
For such is Your manner, doing un-
deserved kindness in every gener-
ation. Certainly, this applies to our 
comprehension of Torah as well.  

The sefer Shimusha Shel Torah, 
which describes Rav Eliyashev’s leg-

endary diligence in Torah learning, 
relates how prior to the festival of 
Shavuos, the great Posek would plead 
with unbelievable concentration, us-
ing elongated, exaggerated syllables, 
the words immediately a� er Shemona 
Esrei, “P’sach libi b’torasecha!” Open 
my heart to Your Torah!”   

Indeed, the � rst bircas bakasha,
request, in Shemonah Esrei, when we 
are standing before the Almighty, is 
for Daas, knowledge. Obviously, we 
are asking Hashem to bestow upon 
us the ability to comprehend Torah 
wisdom too. It is signi� cant to recog-
nize that this is the foremost blessing 
in the entire te� lah! As the Talmud 
writes, “Ein anius eleh b’daas!” � ere 
is no one as impoverished as one 
without knowledge. 

Absent this discreet Heavenly as-
sistance, we would be incapable of 
grasping the most basic Law or absorb 
the hidden sanctity of its teachings. 
� e altruism of G-d allows us to feel 
ownership of Torah through y’giah, 
mental strain and toil, not unlike the 
poor man who cuts his own payah, 
thinking this is his ancestral land.

Rightly so we recite the blessing 
over Torah each morning by admit-
ting, “Hamelamed Torah l’amo yis-
roel,” Who teaches Torah to the Jew-
ish People! 

� is Shavuos let us remember that 
although Torah is a treasure, the abil-
ity to study and comprehend is a gi� . 

Let us be mindful of these facts and 
as it says in Tehillim and recited daily 
in the hodu prayer, we implore Hash-
em to ful� ll His benevolent blessing, 
“Harchev picha v’amaleihu,” Open 
your mouth and it will be � lled!

Pesach, regardless of what day of the 
week it is. 

According to the Perushim (who 
we follow like, as they represent the 
Mesorah of Torah She’Baal Peh), 
why did the Torah write the word 
“Shabbos”, when it could have just 
written Mimacharas Yom Tov, and 
then it would be clear what the To-
rah meant? Rav Shternbuch Shlita 
explains that Shabbos is a Kedusha 
that comes from Hashem, without a 
connection to Klal Yisroel and To-
rah She’Ball Peh (and the Beis Din). 
Yom Tov, on the other hand, is only 
able to come into existence with the 
Beis Din. {� is is the reason that we 
say Mekadeish HaShabbos, which is 

not related to Klal Yisroel. On Yom 
Tov, we say, “Mekadeish Yisroel Ve-
hazemanim”, as only through Klal 
Yisroel is the Yom Tov sancti� ed.} 
By writing “Mimacharas HaShab-
bos”, the Torah is telling us that the 
Beis Din can elevate Yom Tov to the 
extent that it is a Shabbos. � is shows 
us the power of the Chachamim and 
Torah She’Ball Peh. If, on the other 
hand, the Torah had written “Mim-
acharas Yom Tov”, we would not see 
the greatness of Chachamim and To-
rah She’Ball Peh. 

� e Tzedokim, who didn’t believe 
in Torah She’Ball Peh and the great-
ness of Chachomim, understood 
Mimacharas HaShabbos as Shabbos 
Beraishis. � ey were Leshitasam, ac-
cording to their (incorrect) ideology 

that negated Torah She’Ball Peh and 
the greatness of Chachamim. 

According to Rav Shternbuch 
we also understand why the Parsha 
of Moados (in Parshas Emor) starts 
with Shabbos. We start with Shab-
bos, to show us that even the Yomim 
Tovim are Bivechinas Shabbos, as 
the Chachomim have the power to 
elevate their status to be like Shabbos. 

A related peshat to the above is men-
tioned by the Leil Shimurim, a Haga-
dah from the Aruch HaShulchan zt”l. 
� e Hagadah said “Ilu Kairvanu Lifnei 
Har Sinai Velo Nasan Lanu Es HaTo-
rah Dayenu”. � e world asks what the 
signi� cance of coming close to Har 
Sinai would be without getting the To-
rah? � e Aruch HaShulchan answers 
that Kairvanu Lifnei Har Sinai means 

that Klal Yisroel would get the Torah, 
but the understanding of how to Dar-
shen the Torah would be dependent 
on Shamayim, heavens and not the 
Chachomim. Nasan Lanu Es HaTorah, 
means that not only will we receive the 
Torah, but the interpretation and un-
derstanding of the Torah will be Lanu, 
based upon the understanding of To-
rah She’Ball Peh. {� is is learned from 
the Pasuk of “Lo Bashamayim Hi”.}

In conclusion, the gematria of 
Shavuos is equal to Nun (standing for 
Nizkeh) Moshiach Tzidkeinu Yiga-
leinu (with the Minyan HaOsios). In 
the zechus of appreciating the impor-
tance of Torah She’Ball Peh, Gemilus 
Chassadim and Te� lah may we soon 
see the coming of Moshiach Tzid-
keinu speedily.

Thoughts On The Minhag of Readinag Megilas Rus on Shavuos

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 102
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Front Desk Coordinator for a Surgical 
practice in Carroll Gardens. We are looking 
for someone who is professional, friendly, 

goal oriented and is able to multitask. 
Prior surgical/medical practice experience 

necessary.
Compensation based on experience. 

Please submit resume to  
sterushkin@gmail.com

HEADSTART TEACHER
Head Teacher for 3 year old Head Start 
class, Licensed (must have at least BA 

with ECE credits)
Experienced, Computer literate, 

Good behavior management.
Please submit resume to:  

Bcunin@yeled.org 
or call 718-209-1122 Ext.1

YVY is an EOE

HEAD START FAMILY SERVICES WORKER
Full time Head Start Family Services 

Worker
Exceptional interpersonal

and computer skills required.
Please send resume to:

Bcunin@yeled.org 
Or call: 718-209-1122 Ext. 1

YVY is an EOE

Machane Penina Seeking  
“Senior” Staff -  

high school graduates or older.  
Please email machanepenina@aol.com 

or call 929-267-3257

Bedford Ave, det, priv drive, extended & 
renovated, perfect condition. MBR suite, 3 
BR, 4 bath, lg kit, LR, DR, fin bsmt w/BR & 

bath. Call for info. Agt: 718-252-6642

NURSING HOME BILLER 
Nursing Home Management Co. in 
Midwood is seeking experienced 
Nursing Home Biller. F/T position. 

Excellent growth potential. We offer an 
excellent salary & benefits as well as a 

great working environment. 
Please email to  

mbailey0223@gmail.com  
or fax to 347-560-5601

HOUSE FOR SALE- LAKEWOOD

New England Village

Prime location, walking distance to lake, 

shuls, shopping center

Immaculate move in condition

Colonial, 5 bedroom 

Huge magnificent back yard

H 732-367-5808 C 732-779-9869

Senior Direct Support Professionals: 
Positions in Brooklyn in residences 

for men/women with developmental 
disabilities. Responsibilities: supervising 

direct care staff, documentation, attending 
case conferences. Experience with 

developmentally disabled population, 
supervisory experience, good writing skills, 

driver’s license. OHEL Bais Ezra  
718-686-3102,www.ohelfamily.org/careers 

 ENTRY LEVEL CLERICAL OFFICE POSITION
Immediate openings!  Full time entry level 

clerical office position in a fast paced school 
environment in Flatbush. Detail oriented, 
and good phone and interpersonal skills a 

must. Send resumes to  
resumes@strivright.org

Ave J, Flatbush Office

Assistant for Bookkeeping, Full Time, Flex

Post High School or Sem Grad,  

Women Supervisor

Will Train

E-mail resume jobsreoffice@gmail.com

Special Ed Assistant Teacher
Early Intervention Program in Flatbush 
seeking Assistant Teachers for new ABA 
center in Flatbush. Options include 14 or 

27 hours per week.
Fax resume to Shoshana at  

347-390-2350 or call 347-390-1350 or 
email to sgifter@jumpstarteip.com

Help Wanted
Assistant Teachers

Wonderful Opportunities to Make a 
Difference in the Lives of Children!

Work at Strivright/Auditory Oral School of 
New York

Classroom Teacher’s Assistants
Working with Children ages 2-5 Full Time 

Caring and professional environment
Email resumes to: resumes@strivright.org

MALE DAY HAB COUNSELOR F/T
Help individuals grow and enhance their

independence by teaching them employment,
social and daily living skills while including

them in the community. Drivers license a must.
Attractive benefits package including; 

competitive salary. medical and dental insurance,
and vacation/sick leave benefits.

Please Email Resume to:
b.moskowitz@humancareservices.org
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Yaakov Siegel Psy.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Adolescents – Adults

 
contact@siegelpsychological.com  |  www.siegelpsychological.com

3904 16 Avenue  2nd floor
Brooklyn, NY 11218

(917) 300-8151

216 River Ave #207
Lakewood NJ 08701

(732) 806-1513

Mesivta in Far Rockaway is looking for 
experienced teachers in ELA, Math 
and Social Studies for September, 
Grades 9 thru 12, afternoons only:  
Professional, warm and supportive 

environment. Please email resume to: 
mesivtayamhatorah@gmail.com  

MAZEL DAY SCHOOL
K-8 Growing school has positions open for 

2016/2017 school year:
Experienced Judaic, General Studies, 

Assistant teachers, P3, 
Middle School Math & Science teachers

Send resume to Rivkah Dahan  
mazeljobs@gmail.com

Apartment for Rent                
1 bedroom $1900. 1480 Dahill road

1 bedroom. 2305 kings highway $1575
Great deal!! 4 bedroom freshly new 
apartment 2 bathroom $2800 Ocean 

Avenue corner Avenue O
For more details on this and much 
more. Call Berish @ 917-804-7404

B&H Photo – Mid Town Manhattan 
F/T Credit Rep, maintain accounts in A/R 

Dept, Customer Service Rep. 
Good communication & computer skills 

required, 1-2 yr office exp. preferred. 
Competitive salaries, Comprehensive 

Medical Benefits, Paid Vacation & Holidays.
Send resume to: employment@bhphoto.com 

EEO/AA/M/F/D/V employer

Seeking Special Education/Literacy 
Teachers!! We will provide a full day 
case load and after-school cases if 
desired! Please call 347-584-8620.

SERVICE COORDINATOR POSITION
BA in Health or Human Services or 2 yrs 
of SC exper. Or a combination of exper. 
& education Earn Upwards of 45,000 to 

55,000 annually Great Work Environment 
Challenge E. I. Center

Email: hr@challenge-ei.com   An EOE

TEACHER
Experienced Teacher for 3 year old 

Head Start in Canarsie. Minimum BA 
with Early Childhood Credits.  

Computer literate.
Email to: bcunin@yeled.org 

YVY is an EOE

718.253.0306

Party    WITH 

 Malky
Where parties come to life •

917.597.0219
BAT7EMT@AOL.COM

BATSHEVA KOHN
ARC, AHA, ECSI Instructor Trainer

Also Offering:
--Lifeguarding, CPR & Refresher Courses--

--Lifeguarding Instructor Course (LTI)--

Water Safety Instructor Course
-Classes beginning week after Pesach-

Protect your
valuable furniture & dining room tables
from spills, burns, dents & scratches

 Custom Made

TABLE PADS
 & GLASS 
 TABLETOPS

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

For Easy
Shop at Home
Service Call

Ushi Steinmetz
(917) 776-7371

WE NOW OFFER
CHAIR & SOFA

SLIPCOVERS

custom
PROTECTIONuncompromising

STYLE
e & dining room tables

om spills, burns, dents & scratches

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

S

MagnaLoc
INVISIBLE MAGNETIC

LOCKING SYSTEM

FEATURING

Alarm Certified by NY State

HELP WANTED 

REAL ESTATE - Commercial sales since 1982, 
looking for 2 salespeople. $300,000 potential, 
lic req. Call Abe 718-998-8800 x 100

Teacher’s Assistant F/T for children w/autism. 
Our staff will train (ABA). Hours are 8-3:30 all 
year. Immediate hire. E-mail hr@skhov.org  
or fax 718-686-6161

Secretary for Heimishe Boro Park office, 
f/t or p/t, pleasant work environment. 
Computer skills needed, Good Pay. Call:  
917-200-2315 or email tristatex1@gmail.com

BP Office seeks full-time bookkeeper. 
Experience a must. Send resume – email 
bpofficebookkeeper@gmail.com or fax 732-686-6499

SECRETARY 

R/E office in Willimasburg seeking f/t Secretary to 
manage office and process invoices. Must have 
positive energy and good communication skills. 
Email Resumes: BrooklynSecretaryNow@Gmail.com

LOST AND FOUND 

Found pair of Tefillin & Talis in Flatbush on 
first day Chol Hamoed. Please call:  
347-782-7999 908-770-5599

CHEMISTRY TUTOR/ REGENT PREP

Flatbush; $50 an hour. Call/ Text Sarah at 
917-597-2725

LAYETTE 4 LESS

Unique “ONE STOP” Shopping Service!  

Huge Selection! Amazing Prices! 0-6 months  

 @layette4less & layette4less.com  

917-710-2021

FOLLOW US!  @theTeenBoutique
PRETEEN TEENS LADIES KALLAHS

SALE 
30%-
70% 

OFF 
Up-to 

date 
Shabbos, 

Simcha,  
& Camp 

Basics  
just for 

you

4501 16th Avenue · 718-438-3833 · Sun: 11-5 · Mon - Thurs: 11-6 · Fri 11-2
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Water Safety Instructor Course
-Classes beginning week after Pesach-

Protect your
valuable furniture & dining room tables
from spills, burns, dents & scratches

 Custom Made

TABLE PADS
 & GLASS 
 TABLETOPS

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

For Easy
Shop at Home
Service Call

Ushi Steinmetz
(917) 776-7371

WE NOW OFFER
CHAIR & SOFA

SLIPCOVERS

custom
PROTECTIONuncompromising

STYLE
e & dining room tables

om spills, burns, dents & scratches

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

S

MagnaLoc
INVISIBLE MAGNETIC

LOCKING SYSTEM

FEATURING

Alarm Certified by NY State

HELP WANTED 

REAL ESTATE - Commercial sales since 1982, 
looking for 2 salespeople. $300,000 potential, 
lic req. Call Abe 718-998-8800 x 100

Teacher’s Assistant F/T for children w/autism. 
Our staff will train (ABA). Hours are 8-3:30 all 
year. Immediate hire. E-mail hr@skhov.org  
or fax 718-686-6161

Secretary for Heimishe Boro Park office, 
f/t or p/t, pleasant work environment. 
Computer skills needed, Good Pay. Call:  
917-200-2315 or email tristatex1@gmail.com

BP Office seeks full-time bookkeeper. 
Experience a must. Send resume – email 
bpofficebookkeeper@gmail.com or fax 732-686-6499

SECRETARY 

R/E office in Willimasburg seeking f/t Secretary to 
manage office and process invoices. Must have 
positive energy and good communication skills. 
Email Resumes: BrooklynSecretaryNow@Gmail.com

LOST AND FOUND 

Found pair of Tefillin & Talis in Flatbush on 
first day Chol Hamoed. Please call:  
347-782-7999 908-770-5599

CHEMISTRY TUTOR/ REGENT PREP

Flatbush; $50 an hour. Call/ Text Sarah at 
917-597-2725

LAYETTE 4 LESS

Unique “ONE STOP” Shopping Service!  

Huge Selection! Amazing Prices! 0-6 months  

 @layette4less & layette4less.com  

917-710-2021
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Great opportunity for good Bais Yaakov girls who want 
to have an enjoyable time in the summer! 

Fallsview Estates condo in South Fallsburg is looking 
for enthusiastic girls as counselors in their  

day camp for July.
Campers are also welcome!
Please contact the day camp  

committee @ Fallsviewdaycamp@yahoo.com  
or the head-counselor @570-955-9267

Challenge Early Intervention Center is seeking  
NYS Licensed Psychologist

Experienced Psychologist to perform developmental 
evaluations for children Birth - 3 referred because 

of suspected developmental delay or disability. 
Familiarity with Autism Spectrum Disorders essential. 
Brooklyn, Queens & Staten Island locations.  Fee for 

service. Email cover letter & resume to: 

Ibel.Challenge@thejnet.com

Miryam’s House Seeking Residence Support Staff  
Under Project Extreme, Miryam’s House is a 
supportive living environment for women, 

 18 years +, located in Brooklyn.
Support Staff receive compensation and private 

room/board, and work during assigned shifts only, 
allowing for a full time schedule of school or outside 
employment. For more info and resume submittal, 

contact info@projectextreme.org

Looking To Hire Team Members to Work In Our Office. 
Perfect For Yungeleit With Some Office Experience – 
Customer Service w/ Opportunity To Become Team 

Lead for Successful Candidate. Heart of Boro Park. Frum, 
Heimishe Office. Brand New, Comfortable, Spacious 

Location. Training Provided, Good Pay, On Time. Fantastic 
Opportunity for long term growth and potential. $1,000 
Sign on Bonus For those with P&C Insurance experience, 

need not be licensed. 
Email Resumes: frumofficejob@gmail.com

Midwood - House for Sale

*E. 18th/ J…50 lot, 8 bedrooms, private 
drive…$1.749m

*E. 23rd/N…Det, 4 large bedrooms, center 
hall, private drive…$1.39m

*E. 26th/N…Det, 4 bedrooms, den, master 
suite… $1.075m

*E .27th/L…Det, 3 bedrooms, 2 bdrm in 
bsmnt, private drive… $1.050m

*E. 28th/I …Semi-att, 3 bdrm duplex… $679k

*E. 34th/ L…3 bdrms plus 2 in bsmnt, 2 1/2 
bath...$700k’s

Apt for Rent/ Teens 3 bdrms, master bath, 
balcony, parking $2900

Sarah/ LASKER REALTY 347-414-2940 
sarahlasker@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant

Experienced AA needed in busy Brooklyn 
girls yeshiva to work on all aspects of 

the school dinner, manage registration 
process with finance personnel using 
FACTS, and DDC database, constant 

follow-up with parents to remain current 
in their obligations, correspondence, 

contracts, keep website current, juggling, 
prioritization, and keeping all programs 

current. Skills Needed: Relationship 
building with parents, computer 

literacy, patience, pleasant yet firm 
telephone manner, sense of humor,                                             

organizational skills, fluent in Microsoft 
Suite –Excel, Word and Publisher, and 
Dynamic Data (DDC). Resumes only to 

AAsearch2@gmail.com
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HOUSE FOR SALE

Cedarhurst- great location, near 
shopping, park, shuls, and schools. 
Beautiful, well designed house 
with 5-7 spacious Bedrooms. 5 
bathrooms. Custom kitchen. Full 
finished basement. $1.35 mil.  
Call 917-478-4876

Marine Park, East 37 street/Ave. M 
2 family brick, attached, 6 rooms 
duplex + 3 rooms walk down, back 
porch, garage. $599,000  
718-744-7860  

Ave K/E 10th. Corner brick two 
family 20x100 lot /20x70 build.R5 
zoning. Karen, Brkr /The Behfar 
Team 718-309-0439

E. 28th St. J/K, 30 lot, 5 bdrms, 
plus 2 bdrm in bsmt, 3 1/2 bath, pvt 
parking. Asking $1.05 mil, Call/text 
Chaya 917-968-7951 Lasker RE

Buy a unit in the heart of 
Lakewood. Remodeled. Ready to 
move in. Coventry square. Walking 
distance to many Shuls. Priced for 
quick sale $215,000. Please call/text 
732-330-6921

ISRAEL RENTAL

Short/long term. Modern. Kosher. 
2 bedroom 1.5 bath. 2nd floor. 
Sleeps 5. 3 Smolenskin St. Across 
from the Plaza.  
Smolenskinestates@gmail.com  
or 347-788-8541

LAWSON PAINTING SERVICE

Interior/Exterior Painting, Taping-
Plastering, Sheetrock’s, Cement 
work etc. Moderate Prices.  
 718-209-0907

LAYETTE 4 LESS

Unique “ONE STOP” Shopping 

Service! Huge Selection!Amazing 

Prices! 0-6 months @layette4less 

& layette4less.com 917-710-2021

MRS. CLUTTERS & JUNKS 

All Junk Remove from your Yards 
* Homes * Offices * Basements * 
Garages * Attics * Ect * Efficiency 
is our goal. Free Estimate.  
718-775-5925

OFFICES FOR RENT

Flatbush Avenue. Built to suit. 3500 
sq ft one flight up. 4400 sq ft lower 
level. Available end of August. 
Moshe 718-614-4646

PARA’S NEEDED
Tiferes Mordechai, ABA Program in 
Williamsburg; working 1-on-1 with 
Children with Special Needs. Great 
Pay, Transportation from Boro Park 
Provided. Email centerforil@gmail.
com or call: 718-452-1300

PRESCHOOL 

Brooklyn yeshiva seeking 
professional Nursery Morah. 
Experience a must, good pay and 
pleasant work environment. 9-2:30. 
Preschool assistant positions 
also available. Please email to:  
Brooklynboysyeshiva@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE AGENTS 

Immediate position for qualified 
broker to represent new luxury 
apartment development in 
Jerusalem. Call David to arrange 
meeting in New York this week. 
347-713-1933 

RITE PRICELANDSCAPING 

Tree Cutting * Pruning * Stump 
Grinding. No Tree Too Small or Too 
Large. 718-531-8690

SOCIAL WORKER NEEDED

Metropolitan Council on Jewish 
Poverty is hiring a Social Worker 
for Holocaust Survivor program.  
Russian, Yiddish or Hebrew 
speaking preferred. For details visit 
www.metcouncil.org

SUMMER RENTAL

Garden View Estates: Beautiful 
6 bedroom, 4 Bathroom fully 
renovated unit. Central A/C Lock 
Sheldrake area. Call 917-586-4940

July rental. Woodlake village. 4BR. 
2 bath. Close to Shul & pool. C/A 
917-887-7891

Nice 2 bedroom bungalow 
available for July in Victory 
Cottages. Please call 917-596-4997

S. Fallsburg. July. 2 BR. Large 
Porch. Shady Grounds. Heated 
Pool. Friendly Crowd. Great 
Location. 5 min walk to Town. Very 
Reasonable. Call/Text 347-927-6801

VACATION RENTALS IN ISRAEL 

GEULA – Centrally Located 
near restaurants, Groceries, 
Shteiblach. New, Beautiful, Clean 
and Quiet. Various apts. American 
Management. Best Rates. Free Cell 
and Home American line with WIFI. 
No Agent. 917-909-8326 or  
011-972-2-538-4783 Visa and M/C 

BUNGALOWS FOR RENT

1, 2, & 4 Bedroom Units Monticello 
Area, Beautiful Grounds and 
Facilities. Call (347) 489-0196

Service Coordinator

Women’s League, an award- 
winning social service agency, 

which has received a governmental 
citation for excellence, is seeking 
a Service Coordinator for home 

based individuals with disabilities 
(com hab). This is a 30 hour a week 

position with excellent benefits 
requiring an AA degree in human 

services and experience in the 
field.  Join our agency and be part 
of a high quality team of service 

providers. Please email your 
resume to bbark@womensleague.org 

or fax to (718)-853-0818

Direct Support Counselors 
Women’s League Community Residences, 
Inc., a Social Service agency in Brooklyn, 

seeking direct support staff for group 
homes for men, women and children with 
developmental disabilities, various shifts 
available. We have 3 - 11 pm, weekends, 
early AM, and some overnight shifts. We 

also have shifts for Shabbos couples. Please 
respond to brooklynjobs2016@gmail.com

FJJ Classifieds- Reach over 
200,000 people weekly!

$25- up to 25 words     $75-Display 
Classified (b/w)    $100- (color)

Classified Deadline: Monday 5PM          
718.692.1144    

Email: Classifieds@thefjj.com
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A GEORGE’S GARDENING

Rock Garden * Shrubs * Soils * 
Bonsaies * Pruning * Planting * 
Flowering * Back Yard Clean Up * 
Open Lots * Land Clearance. We 
specialize in landscaping and lawn 
maintenance, free est.  
929-215-1765

ACTIVE CLEANUP

We specialize in overgrown weeds, 
backyards, land clearance, open 
lots, basements, garages, old 
stoves, air conditions, refrigerators, 
washing machines, etc. Free 
estimate, call 929-270-5259

A&G TREE & LANDSCAPING 

COMPLETE Tree Service at 
affordable rates, serving all Five 
Boroughs.  
Tree Removals * Pruning * Shaping 
* Sukkah Clearance * Stump 
Grinding * Spraying * Violation 
Removal * Land Clearance * 
Firewood * Wood Chips * Planting 
* ECT * 718-702-5221

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Corner Ocean Avenue & Ave O 
modern beautiful 4 bedroom 
apartment, spacious, whole 
apartment brand new, 2 bathroom, 
$2500, call Berish for more details 
917-804-7404

Ave J/E 28 Quiet MIC upper of 2 
fam 3-4 BRs w/d hookup $2400 + 
heat 917-696-0201

3 Bedroom Apartment for Rent. 
Ave N / low Easts. 3 rear bedrooms, 
large LR/DR, W/D, kosher kitchen, 
good condition. Asking $2,250. 
347-675-5686 leave msg

CURRICULUM DIRECTOR

Yaldeinu School seeking 
a curriculum director who 
has experience developing 
academic/ social thinking/ 
executive functioning curriculum. 
Competitive pay. Flexible hours. 
Email resume info@yaldeinu.net

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER

Experienced companion/caregiver 
for your loved one! Many years of 
experience, excellent references, 
PCA certified, honest, caring, 
organized, responsible,  
cell 917-771-2192 Kristina

FONTAINEBLEAU MIAMI

1BR & JR Suites. At great prices 
luxuryresortmiami@aol.com.  
917-819-5414

HEAD COUNSELORS

Bungalow Colony Day Camp 
in Woodridge is seeking 2 fun 
responsible single girls as head 
Counselors for older division. 12th 
grade & up. Accommodations 
provided. Call 917-613-9343

 HELP WANTED 

Receptionist, F/T. Boro Park real 
Estate Management Company. 
*R.E. Experience *Precise 
*Motivated *Task Oriented 
*Computer, Office Phone Skills. 
Email Resume:  
realestatemgmnt@gmail.com

Teacher’s Assistant F/T for children 
w/autism. Our staff will train 
(ABA). Hours are 8-3:30 all year. 
Immediate hire. E-mail hr@skhov.
org or fax 718-686-6161

Full time billing position, 
motivated, responsible female, 
busy office, Kensington/BP 
area, Will train. Seminary grads 
welcome. Email resume:  
hctcny2@yahoo.com

Looking for a girl to do secretarial 
work in office/showroom in 
Manhattan. Phone, writing, 
organizational skills required, 
please inquire to  
jobhst11205@gmail.com

Construction Site Manager 
Wanted. HIGH PAY!!! Experience a 
must. Call 347-370-9562

Secretary Needed. 8:30AM-6PM. 
HIGH PAY! Cust service skills a 
must. Call 347-370-9562

Driver Needed for Demo Company. 
CDL Required. High Pay! Call  
347-370-9562

HELP WANTED 

Brooklyn CPA firm is looking for a 
full time staff accountant. Please 
email resume to:  
brooklyncpa2@gmail.com

Established design office located in 
Flatbush looking to hire a girl with 
knowledge in CAD. Please  
Call 718-258-8233 or Email  
Vivian@CreativeDsgn.com

Brooklyn Boys Yeshiva seeks 
general studies middle school 
teacher for 2016/2017 academic 
year. Excellent pay.  Email resume 
to jobopenings613@gmail.com

Male and female lifeguards needed 
for Elmshade Estates in South 
Fallsburg. No accommodations 
available. Please call 718-614-1735

Looking for a para-professional 
starting September 2016, for a 
five year old boy. Competitive pay. 
Email: weinberger2@gmail.com or 
call 347-304-0714

Looking for a para-professional 
starting September 2016, for a 
five year old boy. Competitive pay. 
Email: weinberger2@gmail.com or 
call 347-304-0714

Yaldeinu School seeking girls to 
work in the afterschool program 
from 2:45-5:15. Great ABA 
training and supervision provided. 
Competitive pay. Great team 
atmosphere. Email resume: 
info@yaldeinu.net

Yaldeinu School seeking Director 
for After School Program. Dynamic 
strong creative personality. Hours 
2:00 – 5:15pm. Excellent pay. Fax 
resume: 718-851-0455. Email 
resume: info@yaldeinu.net

Yaldeinu School has openings 
for Special Education (ABA) 
instructors for the upcoming 
school year: Full Time. Excellent 
Training. B.A. Required. Please 
email resume to info@yaldeinu.net

Satmar Meat in upstate NY is 
seeking responsible employees 
for this summer season please call 
917-662-7569

Building/Operations Manager 
position available in Brooklyn 
Yeshiva. Email resume to 
availability4job@gmail.com

HELP WANTED 

Administrative Assistant position 
available in Brooklyn Yeshiva. 
Email resume to  
availability4job@gmail.com

Receptionist, Professional dental 
office, Flatbush, exper pref, 4 days 
a week. Great environment. Email 
resume: greatstaff1@gmail.com

Last 2 weeks of summer. Come join 
our team working with the special 
needs pop in our Mini Day Camp. 
Teachers Assistant positions avail. 
Resume shanie@otsar.org

Special Ed girls school in seeks 
efficient and responsible school 
secretary. F/T. Email resume to 
reiferm@ou.org

Special Education boys school 
seeks qualified, passionate Rebbes 
and male assistants for 16-17 
school year.  Email resume to 
reiferm@ou.org

Special Education school seeks 
reading specialist for 16-17 
school year. Responsibilities 
include assessment, curriculum 
development, coaching and 
professional development. Email 
resume to reiferm@ou.org

IVDU Boys Upper School seeks 
F/T School Psychologist or Social 
Worker. Responsibilities incl. 
provide counseling, create school/
individual behavior systems, 
collaborate with staff and students 
to support student development. 
Email resume to reiferm@ou.org

Receptionist, F/T for Real Estate 
office in Flatbush on Coney Island 
Ave. Mon-Fri. Call Robert  
718-998-8800 x 108                                                           

HOUSE FOR RENT

Prime location Quentin road and 
E. 23rd street. 6 large bed rooms, 2 
½ bathrooms W/Walk-in furnished 
basement. Private 5 car driveway 
and garage. 917-613-9595 owner

HOUSE FOR SALE

Swan Lake NY. Home for sale- 
on Rt 55. Boasts 2 acres with a 
pond. Adjacent to the New United 
Talmudic Academy. $110,000.00 
Call Jesse 845-807-1633- NO 
CALLS PAST 9PM!
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AVENUE M  
ASTORIA BANK
BAGEL & CHEESE
BENNY'S
BREADSMITH
CHAP A NOSH
GLATT MART
ICE CREAM HOUSE
KOFF'S BAKERY
KOSHER BAGELS
MEAL MART
MOISHES SUPERMARKET
MOUNTAIN FRUIT

PRESSER'S BAKERY
SHOE REPAIR
SHREIBERS BAKERY
WEISS BAKERY

AVENUE N 
PIZZA HEAVEN
RUBI'S GROCERY

AVENUE J 
ADVANCED COPY CENTER
APPLE BANK
BAGEL HOLE
BENNY'S
CITIBANK

FLUSHING BANK
ISAACS BAKERY
J DRUGS
J MENS SHOES
JERUSALEM 2 PIZZA
OSTROVITZKY BAKERY
ROYAL PHARMACY
SATMAR MEATS
SANTANDER BANK

AVE K  
RAMI PIZZA EXPRESS

AVE U  
KOSHER PALACE

CONEY ISLAND  
BAGEL HOLE
EICHLERS
HARRICO PHARMACY
MITTELMAN'S
MODERN CHEMIST
PAPERIFIC
PIZZA WORLD
SCHNITZI
SHELL STATION
THE BUZZ
THE HAT BOX
TIFERES STAM

NOSTRAND AVE  
KOFF'S BAKERY
KOLD KUTS TAKE OUT
MB VINEYARDS
MONACO CLEANERS
NOSH EXPRESS
PALACE CAFE 
PIZZA NOSH
SCHREIBER'S BAKERY
SHOP SMART
TORAH TREASURES
WOLF'S GROCERY

KINGS HIGHWAY  
CHASE BANK
DEAR DRUGS
FRUITS A PLENTY
JERUSALEM GLATT
KOSHER HUT PIZZA

MARINE PARK  
DOUBLE HEADER
MR. NOSH
MY FAVORITE BAGEL
SUGAR RUSH
SUPERMARKET OF AVE. N

13TH AVENUE  
AMNON'S PIZZA
BANK OF AMERICA
BENNY'S
BRICK OVEN
CAPITAL ONE BANK
CHASE BANK
CHASE BANK
EAGLES BAKERY

GOURMET GLATT
ICE CREAM CENTER
INVESTORS BANK 
LINICK'S TOYS
MEGA 53
NORTHFIELD BANK
SANTANDER BANK
SHELL STATION
STRAUSS BAKERY

SIZZLE
VALLEY NATIONAL BANK
ZION

14-15TH AVENUE  
FOOD SPOT
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SHREIBERS BAKERY
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16TH AVENUE  
DAGAN PIZZA STORE
DUANE READE
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KAFF'S KAFE
KOSHER MEATS
LIEB PHARMACY

MITTELMANS
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MR. BOCHNER
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18TH AVENUE  
APPETIZING
BP SUPERMARKET
HADAR GEULAH
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MENDELSONS PIZZA
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WISSER SUPERMARKET

KENSINGTON  
KORN'S BAKERY
PIZZA KING

CEDARHURST 
BAGEL DELIGHT

BANK OF AMERICA

CAPITAL ONE BANK

CHASE BANK

CRAWFORDS

DIME SAVINGS BANK

EZRA PHARMACY

GOURMET GLATT

JERUSALEM PIZZA

JUDAICA PLACE

OH NUTS

PIZZA AND BOUREKAS

SUNFLOWER CAFÉ

TRADITIONS

Z. BERMAN

FAR ROCKAWAY 
KOSHER WORLD

PIZZA WORLD
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WAFFELINO

F I V E  T O W N S :

B O R O  P A R K :

F L A T B U S H :

Q U E E N S :

L A K E W O O D :

M O N S E Y :

P A S S A I C :

KEW GARDENS HILLS 
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CHASE

FISH MARKET

LABELLA PIZZA

MEAL MART 

MENDY’S BAKERY 
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KEW GARDENS 
ROSENBLUM’S 
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BOOKMANS 
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CIRCA
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FARM FRESH

FELDMANS

FOODEX 

FOUR CORNERS - JAMES ST.

FOUR CORNERS - COUNTYLINE

GELBSTEIN

GLATT GOURMET

HARMONY 

HEIMISHE BAKE SHOP

HERSHEYS

JERUSALEM GLATT

JERUSALEM II PIZZA

JUDAICA PLAZA

KOLLEL SUPERMARKET

KOSHER VILLAGE

KOSHER WEST

MADISON PHARMACY

MUNICIPLE BUILDING

PIZZA PLACE

PIZZA PLUS

REFUAH PHAR. - WESTGATE

REFUAH PHAR. - COUNTYLINE

RIVER AVENUE CAFÉ

SHLOMIES 

SHOPRITE

SPRINKLES 

SRULLY’S MECHANIC

VILLAGE PIZZA

WINE ON THE NINE

YUSSI’S

WESLEY HILLS  
WESLEY KOSHER
BUBBA BAGELS
CRAVES

TUVIA'S AREA 
GETTY ON THE HILL

BAKERY
BARBER SHOP
TUVIA'S
MECHEL'S TAKE-OUT
MONSEY GLATT
LIFEPLEX
SHELL STATION

ATRIUM AREA 
ALL FRESH SUPERMARKET
EVERGREEN
MONSEY HUB (HALLWAY)

59 &306 AREA  
BUY RITE

MONSEY BBQ
LISHKAS HASOFER
MAZAL CLEANERS
ACCESSORIES PLUS
BABER SHOP
PURPLE PEAR

MAPLE AVE.  
MAPLE PHARMACY
HATZLOCHO GROCERY
GLAUBERS BAKERY

ROCKLAND KOSHER AREA  
BAGEL STORE

GREENBAUMS PHARMACY
MOTTY'S SUPERMARKET
ROCKLAND KOSHER
TRADING POST

SOUTH MONSEY  
NEWDAY
SAREKA

BAGEL MUNCH JERUSALEM PIZZA KING OF DELANCY QUICK CHECK

2 0 0 , 0 0 0 RE A DERS

2 5 , 0 0 0   W E E K L Y 

EMAILED GLOBALLY

CAL L 718 .6 9 2 .114 4

ADS@THEFJJ.COM 
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