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U.S. President Donald Trump signs a document recognizing Israeli control over the Golan Heights. 
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Approximately 18,000 supporters of Israel gathered in Washing-
ton, DC this week for the monumentally important American 
Israel Political Aff airs Committee (AIPAC) policy conclave at 

the Washington Convention Center.
This is truly an important demonstration of American Jewish po-

litical muscle, and despite the insistence of Israel’s avowed and deter-
mined critics, it’s nothing to apologize for but rather something we can 
all be proud of.

The objective of the policy conference was once the idea of maintain-
ing the health of Israel’s connection with the 

Bipartisan Bugaboo
BY LARRY GORDON

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

When I challenged the senior class at a local yeshiva high 
school as to what was their most diffi  cult question about 
Purim, as they were making a siyum on Masechta Megil-

lah, one of the boys raised the following question: We can understand 
why the Yidden at that time made a special yom tov in their day for 
the great salvation that happened for them, as their archenemy Ha-
man and his followers were killed and the decree rescinded. But why 
do we celebrate it so many years later? There have been so many oth-
er times in our history that we were saved from annihilation and we 
don’t set aside a yom tov for those other times. Even more difficult 
to understand is that the Gemara in Megillah, in explaining why 
we don’t say Hallel on Purim, explains that 

Appreciating Our Lives
BY RAV ARYEH ZEV GINZBERG
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“Be aware that, if 
you are not directly 
involved in the 
process, you are 
definitely in the way.” 
  PG. 4

SERVING NASSAU COUNTY, 
BROOKLYN, QUEENS, MANHATTAN, 
BRONX & STATEN ISLAND
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REMEMBERING OUR PATRIOTS
Each year on Memorial Day, 

there is a quick parade that 
rolls its way up Central Av-

enue through Lawrence and Cedar-
hurst as a community tribute to those 
who have lost their lives defending 
the United States in hard-fought wars 
over the last many years.

Now Penina (Paris) Popack, pres-
ident of The Lawrence Association, 
along with the Villages of Cedarhurst 
and Lawrence Mayors, Ben Wein-
stock and Alex Edelman, respectively, 
as well as the Lawrence-Cedarhurst 
Volunteer Fire Department, Syd Man-
delbaum, Commander of American 
Legion Post 339, and JoMarie Capone 
and other parade committee mem-
bers, are working to create a memo-
rable tribute to those who fought in 
our wars and gave their lives to assure 
the freedoms we enjoy in the United 
States of America.

The parade will take place on Sun-
day, May 26, beginning at 10:00 a.m., 
in Lawrence the Sunday just prior to 
the national Memorial Day holiday, 
and culminating with a meaningful 
ceremony in Cedarhurst's Andrew J. 
Parise Park.

Ms. Popack expresses a shared dedi-
cation and passion for patriotism and, 
she says, considering the unique U.S.–
Israel relationship, a community like 
ours here in the Five Towns should 
take an hour or two of our time and 
pay tribute to our fallen heroes.

Over the years, the local Five Towns 
parade has too often been neglected and 
seen by some only as an event that clos-
es down the main shopping avenue on 
a holiday Sunday or Monday. Through 
her vision and dynamic leadership, 
along with other members of the Parade 
Committee, Penina Popack is looking 
to change all that, with our main thor-
oughfare and sidewalks crowded with 
families and spectators, students from 
our local schools, and even those from 
surrounding areas to view a great spec-
tacle of a colorful Memorial Day Parade 
with pomp and honor.

But most important is the fact that 
it is an event that pays tribute to our 
local servicemen and women lost in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and other battles 
over the many years.

“This is an outstanding idea,” said 
a Cedarhurst retail store owner, “It 
brings us all together, and that is the 

most important thing on a day and 
time like this.”

Turning Over
Hmm ... Purim is over and it is kind 

of quiet out there. Some of the shelves 
in the supermarkets look bare, but 
that is not because there is any short-
age of products or anything like that. 
Rather, the store owners are doing one 
of the things that is best described by 
an intriguing phrase—and I have to 
say it’s one of my favorite terms in the 
English language that can only really 
be understood by another observant 
Jew—and that is: “turning over.”

I have always had an affinity for 
those two words, perhaps because I 
personally have very limited use for 
them. It’s not that I’ve never turned 
over per se; I really haven’t, but over 
the decades I have observed this turn-
ing-over business from various van-
tage points.

Back to the supermarket imagery 
for a moment. No, the food shops and 
emporiums are not running out of in-
ventory—they are just turning over.

“Turning over” is a wonderfully 
descriptive term, but except for its 
connection to Pesach it usually has 
anything but a positive connotation. 
You don’t need any examples, as you 
probably know what I mean. The 
thing about this is that if you say the 
words “When are you turning over?” 
to non-Jewish colleagues at work, for 
example, they will, in all likelihood, 
offer you a blank stare because they 
cannot have any idea what you are 
talking about.

So the stores that sell chametz all 
year long are now setting up for the 
determined and sometimes hectic 
shopping-for-foodstuff frenzy that is 
a big part of the observance of Pesach. 

HEARD IN THE
BAGEL STORE
By Larry Gordon

Honoring heroes at the 2014 Lawrence-Cedarhurst Memorial Day Parade
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For the next week or so, while you are 
not yet shopping for Pesach food, you 
will have to sharpen your focus and 
absorb the messages on the display 
cases that tell you what is for Passover 
use and what is not. This will be im-
portant right up to the last day before 
the chag.

And then there is the matter of turn-
ing over your home, or your kitchen at 
home. The best advice about that is if 

you are not doing the actual turning 
over, just stand clear and stay out of 
the way. This is not a matter of simply 
relocating yourself to a different room 
or floor in your home. Be aware that 
if you are not directly involved in the 
process, you are definitely in the way.

As mentioned at the outset, these 
two words—“turning over”—have ex-
clusive meaning to our club, tribe, our 
people. Listen closely over the next 
several weeks to people chatting at 
lunch, after shul, and definitely in our 
supermarkets, and you will hear these 
words: “When are you turning over?”

Once a home is turned over, chametz 

or anything that even resembles cha-
metz is strictly forbidden in the home, 
and of course that is the only sensible 
way to proceed.

And while most people seem to like 
to wait until the night before Pesach 
to turn over, others cannot wait and 
turn over at least their kitchen sever-
al days, and sometimes even a week, 
prior to Pesach. What that essential-
ly means is that if you are taking your 
meals at home, you are probably eat-
ing only kosher-for-Pesach food for at 
least a week before Pesach.

Without going too far off on a tan-
gent, there is really just one other 
such phrase that has a unique and in-
digenous relevance to our way of life. 
And that is either in Israel during va-
cation or especially in the Catskills 
over the summer season when you run 
into people you do not know or haven’t 
seen in a long time.

And those words are: “Where are 
you?” After the bewildered look, the 
average response to that question 
from someone not in the know is that 
you are exactly where you are stand-
ing at the moment. And no, it is not a 
deep philosophical inquiry about your 

station or status in life. It is simply 
about where you are staying, who you 
are visiting, and what part of the coun-
try (if it’s Israel) or what bungalow or 
summer-home resort you are spend-
ing your time in. I don’t think there is 
any other setting where you can say to 
the guy next to you, “Where are you?”

But back to turning over. It is a gar-
gantuan and even life-altering sea-
sonal task that takes a lot of focus and 
effort. And as you know, after turning 
over, there is the matter of turning 
back after the chag. It could be that 
turning back is less complicated than 
turning over, but that is subject to 
lively debate. Both are big deals and 
both have inherent challenges.

If you are traveling for Pesach, then 
this might have flown right over your 
head. If you have never been home for 
Pesach then you may not even know 
what I am referring to here. Either 
way, rest assured these are real and 
very intense matters.

We are headed straight into Pesach. 
It is not only time to think about mak-
ing your home ready, equipped, and 
kosher for Passover, but it is also the 
end of this essay, which means it’s 
time to turn to the next page. I don’t 
want to say turn over, because it’s too 
early for that. So don’t turn over or 
back; just take a look at what is on the 
next page. 

Read more of Larry Gordon’s articles at 5TJT.
com. Follow 5 Towns Jewish Times on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter for updates and live 
videos. Comments, questions, and suggestions 
are welcome at 5TJT.com and on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter.
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RRRRRRiiiiggggghhhhhhtttttt nnnnnnoooooowww, jjjjjust 1155555 mmmmmmiiiiinnnnuuuuutttttteeeeesssss fffffrrrrrroooooommmmmm tttttthe
JJJJerusalem City Center, in the Ramat Givat 
ZZZZZZZeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeev nnnnnnneiggghhhhhhbbbbbbooooorrrrrhhhoood, your dream awaits you!
BBBBBBuiiilllllttt to a very hhhhhhiiiigggghhhhh sssstttttaaaaaannnnnnnndddddard, this beautiful,
spacious houseeee wwwwwiiittthhhh mmmmoooorrrreeee tttttttthhhhhhaaan 3,000 square feet 
of livingg ssppaacceee  iisssss ssssspppprrrreeeeaaaddddd  ooouuuttttt  ooovvvvveeeeerrrrrr  ttthree floors and 
fffaaaacccceeeessss aaaa  bbbbrrrreeeeaaaatttthhhhtttttaaaakkkkkkkiiiiinnnnngggggg vvvvviiiiieeeeewwwwww ooooffffff ttttthhhhhe Jerusalem Hills. 
TTTTThhhhheeeee llllotttt measures more than 2,900 square feet
and includes a 650 square foot space which can 
easily be turned into additional living space or a 
rental unit. There is also private parking, a stor-
age room, and a swimming pool option.

The many perks that come along with Ramat 
Givat Zeev include: a country club, sports fields, 
tteennnniiss ccoouurrttsstennis courts, aa sswwiimmmmiinngg ppoooolla swimming pool, wwoorrkkoouutt rroooommssworkout rooms,
and a shopping center. The neighborhood is very 
clean kept and decorated with beautiful parks 
and fountains. All of this, and much more, offer 
you the opportunity to realize your dream toooooodddddddddddddaaaaaaaaaaaayyyyyyyyyyyy!!!!!!!!!!!

AASSKKIINNGG PPRRIICCEE $$1,656,,000000000
RGZVilla@gmail.com

Whatsapp +972-55-9444444-0-0-0-0-0-0-0- 00000000000000-4-44-44-4-4444-4000000000

Did you ever dream of owning 
a beautiful villa in Israel?  
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we were still the servants of Achash-
veirosh and it was not a complete 
salvation or yeshuah (unlike the re-
demption from Mitzrayim). So if we 
were still slaves of a wicked king, 
why does that salvation warrant cel-
ebration each year for thousands of 
years?

What really changed for Klal Yis-
rael beyond the decree being re-
scinded? Why is it an eternal yom 
tov, one that will be celebrated even 
after the coming of Mashiach, as 
Chazal teach us? I responded that I 
believe we see in Chazal that as a re-
sult of this incredible salvation, Klal 
Yisrael’s attitude on life drastically 
changed.

Chazal explain that the sin that 
resulted in the terrible decree via 
Haman was that Bnei Yisrael were 
“neheneh,” enjoyed, the seudah that 
took place in the king ’s palace. It 
doesn’t say that they “participat-
ed” in the king ’s party, because that 
would possibly have been permit-
ted under those trying times, but 
rather because they “enjoyed” the 
party and found it fulfilling. They 
were obviously missing something 
in their lives. They were unsatis-
fied with their lot and with what 
they had, and were searching for the 
fulfillment someplace else. They 
found it at the party in the palace of 
Achashveirosh.

This need to find something bet-
ter and more meaningful someplace 

else, and not to appreciate what we 
already currently have, is not just a 
“Jewish problem.” It transcends all 
nations and all generations. Chazal 
in Masechta Chullin ask an unusu-
al question and offer an even more 
confusing answer. Where is the 
hint of Haman in the Torah? It’s in 
the pasuk in Bereishis where Adam 
HaRishon is accused and then ad-
mits “ha’min ha’eitz,” that he had in-
deed eaten from the forbidden tree 
that he was commanded to avoid. 
Beyond the similar letters in the 
two words, what does this have to do 
with the villain Haman in the Purim 
story?

Rav Shach, zt’l, explained from the 
ba’alei mussar that Haman had ev-
erything in the world at his dispos-
al—wealth, power, and unlimited ac-
cess to the most powerful king in the 
world who ruled over 127 countries. 
The one and only thing that he was 
missing was that a single despised 
Jew did not bow down to him. And 
instead of just ignoring him com-
pletely—after all, his days in this 
world were numbered with the im-
pending decree—he proclaims that 
“kol zeh einenu shavah li,” that I have 
nothing, I take no joy in anything I 
have. 

Chazal question where such an in-
credibly bad trait comes from. The 
Gemara answers that it comes from 
the days of Adam HaRishon when he 
was given the entire world to use for 
his every whim, and yet he chose the 

APPRECIATING
Continued from Front Cover

Continued on Page 20
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FOR THE ANNUAL
CEDARHURST-LAWRENCE COMMUNITY

MEMORIAL 
DAY PARADE

SAVE THE DATE

SUNDAY, MAY 26TH, 2019 
STEP OFF AT 10:00AM SHARP 

ROCKAWAY & CENTRAL AVENUE
DOWN CENTRAL AVENUE TO THE 

CEDARHURST MEMORIAL PLAZA IN ANDREW J. PARISE PARK

BE A PARTICPANT · BE A SPECTATOR · BE A SPONSOR
Help Us Remember The Ones Who Served 

And Paid The Ultimate Sacrifice For Our Freedom. 
Honor All Our Brave Servicemen And Women 

Who Served Or Are Serving Now.

QUESTIONS?  

JoMarie Capone (516) 295-5770 · JoMarie@cedarhurst.gov

Penina Popack (516) 761-9553 · ppopack@aol.com

NEW 
DAY 
AND 
TIME!

TRADITION 
WITH NEW 

IDEAS
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22 Adar II–Erev Shabbos 

Friday, March 29

Daf yomi: Chullin 122

Zmanim:*

 Earliest tallis/tefi llin: 5:54 am

 Sunrise: 6:44 am

 Latest Shema:

 M. Av. 9:09 am

 Gr’a 9:50 am

 P’lag ha’minchah: 5:58 pm

 Candle Lighting 6:58 pm

23 Adar II - Shabbos - Mevorchim Chodesh 

Nissan

Saturday, March 30

Parashas Shemini - Parah

Shabbos ends:**

   8:04 pm

  72 min. 8:35 pm

29 Adar II–Erev Shabbos 

Friday, Apr. 5

Daf yomi: Chullin 129

Zmanim:*

 Earliest tallis/tefi llin: 5:42 am

 Sunrise: 6:33 am

 Latest Shema:

 M. Av. 9:02 am

 Gr’a 9:44 am

 P’lag ha’minchah: 6:04 pm

 Candle Lighting 7:05 pm

1 Nissan - Shabbos -Rosh Chodesh

Saturday, March 30

Parashas Tazriah - HaChodesh

Three Sifrei Torah
Shabbos ends:**

   8:12 pm

  72 min. 8:42 pm

*Zmanim are based on Cedarhurst – 11516

** Five minutes added for Tosefes Shabbos

Courtesy of MyZmanim.com – the worldwide 

zmanim database

C A L E N D A R

LUACH
March 29 – April 6

ZIP Code: 11516

Look for the 

next issue of 

the 5TJT on 

newsstands 

Thursday, 

April 4

Visit 

 5TJT.com for 

daily halachic 

commentary on 

current events 

by Rabbi Yair 

Hoffman
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one thing that he wasn’t given to use. 
He ate from the eitz ha’da’as. This is 
not a fault in just one’s Jewish char-
acter; it’s a fault in the basic human 
character as well.

And just maybe, I shared with 
that inquisitive student, this is the 
reason for the eternal celebration 
that we experience each year. Klal 
Yisrael was not only saved from the 
terrible genocide decree, but they 
went from a people seeking to find 
hana’ah in other places to learning 
that the only real sense of fulfill-
ment comes from the realization 
that all you have is what HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu gave you. Focusing on 
what we do have will give us a deep-
er appreciation of everything that 
is important in life. We won’t look 
for that fulfillment in the palaces 
of Achashveirosh, which comes in 
different shapes and forms in each 
generation.

This could very well be the reason 
why the Rambam, who quotes the 
Yerushalmi in Megillah, says that 
the chag of Purim will remain intact 
after Mashiach comes. Focusing on 
and appreciating what you do have, 
and not what you don’t have, is an 
important lesson to constantly re-
flect upon, even in the post-Messi-
anic time.

This could also very well be the 
reason for the ancient minhag of 
dressing up in costumes on Purim. 
We dress up to look like someone 
else, only to remove our costumes 
after Purim and revert back to who 
we really are, with the satisfaction 
that this is who we are—not what we 
dressed up to be. Being able to find 
the strength to look at our inner self 
(with or without the help of wine) 
and see who we are and how happy we 
should be that this is who we truly are 
is the avodah of Purim, as well as our 
avodah throughout the year as well.

I joined in an impromptu Kiddush 
celebration a few weeks ago. As a re-
sult of being a frequent flyer because 
of his weekly trips for business, this 
person was entitled to join a select 
group of flyers that receive many 
travel perks and make the traveling 
travails easier to bear. However, due 
to a set of circumstances, he was 
removed from that club and there-
by lost the perks that came along 
with it. After much effort, he was 
reinstated. His friends decided to 
honor him with a Kiddush upon his 
reinstatement. One of the attend-
ees, Reb Donny (not to be confused 
with the Doniel of the Purim story), 
upon seeing my confusion as to the 
exact purpose of the celebration, 
commented, “This is a celebration 
for the lesson learned that you never 
know what you have until you lose it 
… it’s a lesson to appreciate what you 
do have when you have it.”

That is exactly the message of Pu-
rim that we should take with us go-
ing forward. It’s something for all 
of us to remember, whether we are 
above or below the clouds. 

This article was written as a z’chus for Sarah 
Chaya, z’l, bas Rav Aryeh Zev.

APPRECIATING
Continued from Page 12
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United States and to service the broad 
American Jewish community’s support 
of and relationship with both Demo-
crats and Republicans in the sitting ad-
ministration and Congress.

But now, especially since the election 
of Donald Trump, there is something 
new and even disturbing going on, a 
combination of two essential things. 
The fi rst is AIPAC’s discomfort with 
President Trump specifi cally and Re-
publican policy toward Israel in general.

AIPAC policy over all these years has 
been not to deal with the matter of East 
Jerusalem or a united city of Jerusa-
lem, and certainly not with the issue of 

the territory located across what they 
refer to as the Green Line or Judea and 
Samaria. For years, it is precisely this 
dispute that has been the crux of Israel’s 
inability to achieve any kind of peace 
with their Palestinian neighbors.

The second matter is that although 
AIPAC leadership seems to be leaning 

in the direction of the Democrats, the 
organization is being openly rejected by 
Democratic leadership.

There is little question that, at pres-
ent, the Democrats are not being direct-
ed by the Speaker of the House, Nancy 
Pelosi, or the Senate Minority Leader, 
our own Chuck Schumer. For now, it 
seems clear that the three freshman 

FROM THE EDITOR
Continued from Front Cover

Continued on Page 24

Vice President Mike Pence at AIPAC 2019
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congresswomen—Cortez, Omar, and 
Tlaib—are controlling Democratic Par-
ty policy.

And the three young women are de-
termined to build a wedge between U.S. 
and Israel and to do what they can to fi n-
ish what Barack Obama attempted but 
failed at—downgrading the U.S.–Israel 
relationship—and that starts with ob-
jecting to Democrats attending the pol-
icy conference.

This is precisely the juncture at 
which this absolute commitment to bi-
partisanship requires further examina-
tion and analysis. The concept is that al-
though we have a Republican president 
today and the Senate is controlled by 
Republicans, still, as a community and 
as people who support Israel—regard-
less of how you defi ne that support—we 
need to continue to curry favor with 
Democratic leaders in preparation for 
the inevitable time that a Democrat is 
back at the helm in the White House.

This way of thinking is fairly straight-
forward and even logical. Regardless of 

the fashion in which high-level Demo-
crats in Congress are kowtowing to an-
ti-Israel fringe elements in the party, it 
is still best that we tolerate that type of 
behavior because you never know when 
they will be in power in Washington 
once again.

Now, there are indeed very pro-Isra-

el Democrats in Congress. Two in the 
House who immediately come to mind 
are Kathleen Rice and Tom Suozzi. Both 
are deeply intelligent and understand 
what is at play here. Congresswoman 
Rice, the former Nassau County district 
attorney, was one of those opposed to 
the reelection of Nancy Pelosi as Speak-

er of the House.
For some reason, however, the voic-

es of reason have been overwhelmed 
and misplaced by fi rst-term upstarts in 
the House who have either uttered or 
supported statements many have tak-
en as both anti-Israel and anti-Semitic. 
Congressman Steny Hoyer made a good 
point at AIPAC the other day when he 
said that there are 62 freshman Demo-
crats in Congress this year—not just the 
three you hear about constantly. Atten-
tion Democratic leadership: how about 
acting like that is the case?

On the matter of whether the Jewish 
community as a united voice, like that 
represented at AIPAC, has to take that 
silently without worrying about jeop-
ardizing the bipartisan U.S.–Israel re-
lationship, it is important to note here 
that the U.S.–Israel dynamic has been 
altered dramatically since Mr. Trump 
arrived in DC.

Democrats who are wishy-washy 
or uncertain about support for Israel 
because they are not sure where possi-
ble legitimate criticism of Israel ends 
and anti-Semitism begins should be 
excoriated and even ghosted. If we as 
a community, or even the leadership 
of AIPAC, believe that Democrats in 
Congress are going to turn on Israel at 
some point, that scenario is something 
between highly unlikely and absolutely 
impossible.

Demonstrating our unhappiness with 
their issues—of BDS being a matter of 
free speech and their uncertainly about 
being able to categorically condemn 
Jew-hatred—should place them on no-
tice that we, as a community, will be 
turning our collective backs on them.

Support from Congress these last few 
years is not as simple as it may have been 
in decades past. It is no longer a matter 
of Israel being the recipient of American 
largesse conditional on Israel’s pursuit 
of peace and willingness to surrender 
territory captured 52 years ago, in 1967, 
in a defensive war. The issues of settle-
ments and, more importantly, the status 
of Jerusalem have faded from the top of 
the agenda.

Today, members of Congress cannot 
step back and withdraw support for Is-
rael because Egypt and Jordan do not 
want them to anymore. It is not just 
those two immediate neighbor states 
of Israel. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Oman, Azerbai-
jan, and other Islamic-dominated coun-
tries have quietly developed important 
relationships with Israel on a number of 
vital and interesting levels.

Then there is a matter of the mullahs 
in Iran aiming their sights not only on 
Israel but at some of those countries 
listed above. It is only the outdated and 
narrow outlook of some that is focused 
just on what was once the Palestinian 
issue but that which today is considered 
an intrusion if not a menace to what has 
to be accomplished in that region of the 
world.

Of course, it would be preferable and 
ideal if Republicans and Democrats 
were all on the same page when it came 
to Israel policy, and, to a great extent, I 
suspect they are. The policy and atti-
tude shift comes to the fore when they 
address what they perceive to be their 
donor or potential donor base.

That Bernie Sanders or Beto O’Ro-
urke stayed away from this week’s AI-

FROM THE EDITOR
Continued from Page 22
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PAC Conference is not a loss for Israel 
or AIPAC. On Monday and Tuesday, 
both Democratic leaders Nancy Pelo-
si and Chuck Schumer addressed the 
gathering in DC. Both pledged their un-
compromising support for Israel, and 
the fact is that they are great supporters 
of Israel and Jewish causes worldwide.

The signals they send, however, to 
those they are supposed to be leading 
leave a great deal to be desired at this time. 
While it does not help that the American 
Jewish community itself is divided on Is-
rael policy, that is a topic for another time. 
The base, though, can aff ord to take a uni-
fi ed position on these essential matters.

When Ms. Pelosi stands in front of the 
cameras and says that Congresswoman 
Omar said words that were perceived as 
anti-Semitic but that she did not real-
ize what she was saying, that is just not 
believable. And it is not in our interest 
or in Israel’s interest to play along and 
make believe we are deluded. Biparti-
sanship is a wonderful goal to pursue, 
but only so far and not further.

...To G-d’s Ears
Maybe it was his son-in-law Jared 

Kushner, or perhaps it was one of the 
yeshiva boys he surrounds himself with. 
At some point, someone imparted a 
piece of advice to President Trump tell-
ing him that if he is good to Israel, G-d 
will be good to him.

And it’s not exactly a farfetched idea. 
After all, the Torah states explicitly in 
the dialogue between G-d and Abra-
ham that “Those who bless you shall be 
blessed…” and so on.

We all understand that our Al-mighty 
G-d usually works in mysterious and 
certainly not obvious ways. But every 
now and then, He shows His hand, gives 
us a peek, and makes His ways some-
what clearer.

For the last two years, the Trump 
presidency has operated under a fairly 
dark cloud. There was the matter of col-
lusion with Russia, though even critics 
conceded that despite these eff orts no 
one knew anyone who changed their 
vote because of something that some-
one from Russia said or did.

So, apparently, President Trump took 
his advisers at their word. At fi rst, he 
made it abundantly clear that a one-
state solution to the Israeli–Palestinian 
confl ict was OK with him. He then fol-
lowed that with the bold act of moving 
the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to Je-
rusalem, thereby providing a U.S. stamp 
of approval to the fact that Jerusalem is 
Israel’s undisputed capital city.

That was a great and important move 
for both Israel and the United States. 
But still the president was being den-
igrated and ridiculed. The word in the 
mainstream media was that the presi-
dent was in trouble and that things did 
not bode well for the future.

But then Mr. Trump made his move 
on the Golan Heights, tweeting his sup-
port for Israeli sovereignty over the 
massive strategic mountains and con-
fi rming that recognition when he met 
with Prime Minister Netanyahu in the 
White House on Monday.

As children, we were sometimes told 
by our parents that if we are good and do 
such-and-such with the right thought 
process and intent, Hashem will re-
ward us commensurate with whatever 
we were involved in. But then we grew 

a little older, perhaps even became a lit-
tle wiser, only to realize that He doesn’t 
work with that kind of simplicity.

When it comes to that sort of dynam-
ic, in this case, the considerations can be 
very diff erent. Donald Trump is a non-
Jew without the various and extensive 
obligations that observant Jews have—
like Shabbos, kashrus, Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, tefi llin, tzitzis, Purim, Pe-
sach, Sukkos, and so on down the line. 
Sure, the White House makes a Chanu-
kah Party but that’s about it.

Mr. Trump has none of these com-
plex and detailed obligations to concern 
himself with. On these matters he’s a 
blank canvas. All he has to do is be good 
to Israel and, for all intents and purpos-
es, he is fulfi lling just about all his Di-
vine obligations. It’s that simple.

Last week on Purim in Israel, Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo told an inter-
viewer from CBN that he believed that 
Donald Trump might be the equivalent 
of the Megillah’s Queen Esther in terms 
of the role he is presently playing in the 
destiny of Israel and the Jewish people.

Continued on Page 26
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So what does Mr. Pompeo really know 
about the Megillah and whether Mr. 
Trump is playing a role in modern Jew-
ish life similar perhaps to that of the an-
cient Mordechai and Esther? Probably 
not much, but the level of their scholar-

ship in this area is basically irrelevant. 
Apparently, they know just enough.

And in the Trump case, it seems his 
good deeds and gracious acts are imme-
diately rewarded. In one fell swoop, over 
one long weekend that began with Pu-
rim, Mr. Trump was fully exonerated in 
the two-year Mueller investigation into 
Russian collusion.

And then the president was given an 
additional and unexpected reward in the 
double indictments handed down in New 
York and California against one of his 
arch nemeses, his personal Haman for a 
long time, attorney Michael Avenatti.

It was a wild, whirlwind weekend of 
activity that for many was beyond exhil-
arating. All in all, however, the equation 

here is rather fundamental and even 
simple. It comes down to this: “Those 
who bless you shall be blessed…” 

Read more of Larry Gordon’s articles at 5TJT.
com. Follow 5 Towns Jewish Times on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter for updates and live 
videos. Comments, questions, and suggestions 
are welcome at 5TJT.com and on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter.

The voices of reason 
have been misplaced 
by fi rst-term upstarts.

FROM THE EDITOR
Continued from Page 25

MAYBE WE SHOULD CLEAN 
THOSE CHICKENS
Let’s start at the beginning. The 

Torah, in this week’s parashah, 
commands us not to consume 

blood. “Any person from the house of Is-
rael or from those among them who eats 
any blood, I will set My face against the 
soul that eats blood, and I will cut him 
off  from among his people. For the soul 
of the fl esh is in the blood…” (Vayikra 
17:11–12).

The two methods for removing that 
blood are through roasting and through 
a process called “soaking and salting,” 
or melichah. All six sides of the meat, 
whether beef or chicken, need to be 
salted.

The kidney, however, is an organ 
that is attached on one side to bone. 
When the chicken is salted, only one 
side of the kidney would get salted. 
The custom in America, therefore, is 
to vacuum it out before the melichah 
process begins. There is a special and 
very powerful vacuum cleaner with 
a probe at the end to help vacuum it 
out.

Most kashrus organizations (as well 
as the Chullin picture sefer written by 
Rabbi Lach) tell us that the removal 
process is so thorough that there is no 
halachic need to check the chickens that 
we have purchased from the stores. The 
tacit assumption is that fi nding a kidney 
is extremely rare.

This author, however, has found that, 
at times, there is a fl aw in the system 
and that it can be more common than 
we think. Recently, in chicken legs that 
have been purchased at a local store, 
this has been as common as one in eight. 
In most homes, however, this is not a 
problem because the women preparing 
the chicken usually do a pretty good 
job cleaning them. They remove all the 
“icky” parts.

If it is happening on a local level in 
the Five Towns, then it is also a national 
problem as well, because the chicken is 
supplied by a national supplier.

This author consulted with a top 
kashrus expert in Lakewood, New Jer-
sey, who explained that he has seen this 
problem before. In a chicken plant with 
four lines, if one of the workers who has 
the vacuuming job is signifi cantly short-
er than his three peers, it is possible that 
he will not adequately reach all the areas 
that need to be vacuumed. The one-in-
eight statistic would indicate that this 
might very well be the problem. The 
Five Towns Jewish Times made eff orts 
to reach out to the plant and forwarded 
pictures.

Neither the stores nor the local vaad 
have a system in place to check to see if 
the kidneys were removed, and probably 

HALACHIC MUSINGS
By Rabbi Yair Hoffman
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there is no halachic reason to do so. But 
until the problem is resolved, it may be a 
good idea to do a thorough cleaning job. 
Each person should check with his own 
rav or posek.

How Do We Identify It?
Each chicken bottom or thigh on the 

upper-bone side has a hollow groove in 
it that contains a kidney. It is diff erent in 
color and size than regular chicken leg 
meat, and appears similar in color to the 
liver. When chicken legs are packaged, it 
is always on the opposite side of the part 
that faces the plastic.

Does Everyone Agree 
That It Is Forbidden?

Not everyone agrees that the kidney is 
forbidden on account of the salting-on-
one-side problem. In Israel, the Rabba-
nut-level hechsher actually leaves them 
in. The Badatz removes the kidneys be-
fore the chicken is salted. In America, 
the prevailing custom among all shechi-
tahs is to remove the kidneys. This au-

thor has never seen kidneys in any of the 
Badatz chickens in Israel.

The history of chicken kidney remov-
al is rather fascinating (if the topic in-
terests you). We do not fi nd any mention 
in the Talmud of removing the kidney 
of the chicken before salting. Nor do we 
fi nd it in the writings of the Rishonim or 
the Shulchan Aruch or Rema.

We fi rst fi nd mention of it in the writ-
ings of Rabbi Yosef Teomim (1727–
1792), better known as the author of the 
Pri Megadim (Yoreh Deah Siman 69 in 
his Mishbetzes HaZahav #15).

He writes: The Beis Lechem Yehudah 
further wrote (#20), “it is proper to split 
the chicken in two (not like Beis Hillel). 
The reason is on account of the lung that 
is hidden between the ribs.”

The Pri Megadim continues: “He [the 
Beis Lechem Yehudah] wrote a valid 
point and I personally conducted in this 
manner fi rstly because it is impossible 
ideally to salt inside in every place and, 
secondly, the lung, spleen, and kidneys 
of the chicken are resting inside and 
even b’dieved they are forbidden if they 
were not salted at least on one side, the 
outer side. They are not salted at all and 

it is a separate organ and not one thick 
piece. Even in the groove, one must re-
move the lung as ideally it requires salt-
ing on both sides.”

It is interesting to note that the Beis 
Lechem Yehudah does not actually men-
tion removal of the kidney. It is fi rst 
mentioned by the Pri Megadim (M.Z. 
69:15). The Yad Yehudah mentions that 
he did not see the lungs or the kidneys 
being removed before salting.

Which Authorities 
Say To Do It?

The Darchei Teshuvah 69:85 says that 
the kidneys must be removed before 
salting. The Shemen Rokeiach (Vol. I 
#42) and the Divrei Yosef (#456) both 
write to do it.

The Yad Yehudah and Sha’arei Deah 
both say that you don’t have to remove 
them. The Bris Melach, an early New 
York posek (whom the New York Times 
called the chief rabbi of Brooklyn when 
he passed away in 1913) writes that the 
halachah is to follow the Pri Megadim 
and not follow the Yad Yehudah. The 
Kaf HaChaim 72:48 makes no mention 
of kidneys but does mention the lung.

What Happens If It Was 
Left In And Cooked?

The Shevet HaLevi Vol. VII #128 
writes that it is permitted post facto, 
b’dieved. The Knei Bosem ruled that 
it is forbidden and requires a sixty-
to-one ratio. One should check with 
one’s own rav, but this author be-
lieves that the custom is to rely on the 
Shevet HaLevi. 

The author can be reached at 
Yairhoff man2@gmail.com. Read more of 
Rabbi Hoff man’s articles at 5TJT.com.

HALACHIC MUSINGS
Continued from Page 26

And Aharon was silent 

(Vayikra 10:3)
Because Aharon was silent, he was 
rewarded that G-d spoke exclusively 
to him (see below, verses 8-11; 
ordinarily G-d spoke to Aharon only 
in conjunction with—or through—
Moshe).

(Midrash Rabbah)

Said Rav Papa: The merit of attending 
a house of mourning lies in the 
silence observed.

(Talmud, Berachos 6b)

In youth, one learns to talk; in 
maturity, one learns to be silent. This 
is man’s problem: that he learns to 
talk before he learns to be silent.

(Rabbi Nachman of Breslav)

Speech signifies comprehensibility. 
Melody is beyond language, 
expressing moods which words 
cannot describe. Silence is yet higher.

The power to be silent at certain 
moments of life and of history is 
an important strength. It expresses 
the awareness that G-d is infinite, 
and cannot be encapsulated in our 
human conceptions of what should 
take place.

The Talmud tells of an instance in 
which Moshe himself was told by 
G-d to be silent. G-d showed him 
in a vision all future generations of 
the Jewish people, and the leaders 
of each generation. Moshe was 
greatly impressed by the wisdom of 
Rabbi Akiva. Then he saw the way 
the Romans tortured him to death. 
“Is this the reward of his Torah 
knowledge?” Moshe asked. G-d 
answered: “Be silent. Thus it arose in 
My thought.”

This is not to say that the Torah 
advocates a fatalistic approach to 
life. Before the event, one must 
do everything possible to prevent 
tragedy. But once it has happened, 
G-d forbid, through the acceptance 
and the silence we reach a special 
closeness to the Divine. Our Sages 
tell us that because Aharon was 
silent, he was rewarded by G-d 
speaking directly to him.

In our generation, too, there is a 
need for this power of silence. It 
is not a passive power, but one 
that leads to vigorous and joyous 
action. The Jewish response to the 
harrowing events of the Shoah is the 
determined and energetic action to 
rebuild Jewish family life and Jewish 
knowledge.

Through our power of silence we 
too, like Aharon, will merit Divine 
revelation. G-d will bring the Messiah, 
rebuilding the Temple and bringing 
lasting peace to the world.

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe)
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Israeli Troops On 
High Alert On Gaza 
Border Amid Unoffi  cial 
Cease-Fire

By Marcy Oster
Israeli troops will remain on alert 

along the Gaza border as an unoffi  cial 
cease-fi re appeared to be in eff ect fol-
lowing a barrage of rocket fi re from 
Gaza. Israeli offi  cials worry that vio-
lence could return over the weekend 
when large Hamas-led protests are set 
to be held along the Gaza border to mark 
the one-year anniversary of the weekly 
Great March of Return protests.

The army’s chief of staff , Aviv Kocha-
vi, in a visit Wednesday to the border or-
dered troops to be prepared for “various 
scenarios in the region,” the Israel De-
fense Forces said in a statement. Kocha-
vi also was referring to two additional 
brigades, one infantry and one armored, 
that were called up hours after a rocket 
fi red from Gaza slammed into a home in 
central Israel, injuring seven.

The cease-fi re apparently in eff ect 
Wednesday came after a night in which 
rockets were launched at Gaza border 
communities, and then another ear-
ly in the morning at the coastal city of 
Ashkelon, which was intercepted by the 
Iron Dome missile defense system.

Israeli forces retaliated by targeting 
Hamas military installations in Gaza.

Schools in southern Israel were 
open Wednesday after being closed the 
day before following a night in which 
60 rockets were fired at southern Is-
rael. Some 30 percent of students did 
not show up, however, Ynet reported. 
(JTA) 

Suspected Ramming 
Attack Near 
Jerusalem’s Old City 
Tuesday Night

By Tzvi Joff re
There is an increasing fear that a 

terrorist ramming attack occurred on 
March 26 when two yeshiva students 

were run over near the Jaff a Gate near 
Jerusalem’s Old City. They were waiting 
to cross the street and were run over by 
a vehicle driven by two people identifi ed 
as from minority groups.

According to an account by one of 
the injured students, the car backed 
up and tried to run over them a second 
time. When they didn’t succeed, the 
two suspected terrorists left the car, hit 
and kicked the injured students, and es-
caped from the scene.

One of the injured students, Avraham 
Erand from the Old City, said that the 
terrorists beat them when they were on 
the ground after being hit by the car, and 
then entered the car and escaped. At the 
hospital the two students were treated 
for broken knees and went through sur-
gery.

“We are talking about a ramming at-
tack. It resulted in serious injuries in-
cluding broken legs, but it could have 
easily ended with murder,” Chaim 
Bleicher, a lawyer from the Honenu 
organization who is representing Er-
and, stated. “We, of course, demand a 
full investigation of the incident. We 
will follow this case, get to court and 

do everything possible to ensure that 
these terrorists are brought to justice.” 
(JPost) 

Netanyahu To AIPAC: 
‘We Are Prepared To Do 
More’ In Gaza

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said that Israel is ready to 
increase its response to rocket attacks 
from the Gaza Strip.

“I can tell you we are prepared to do a 
lot more. We will do what is necessary 
to defend our people and to defend our 
state,” said Netanyahu via satellite to 
the 18,000 attendees of the 2019 AIPAC 
Policy Conference in Washington, D.C.

Netanyahu, who was originally sup-
posed to address the AIPAC conference 
in person and dine with U.S. President 
Donald Trump at the White House, cut 
short his visit, noting that Israel has “re-
sponded with great force” to the latest 
Hamas rocket attacks.

“In the last 24 hours, the IDF de-
stroyed major Hamas terrorist instal-
lations on a scale not seen since the end 
of the military operation in Gaza four 
years ago,” he said.

The Israeli leader arrived back in Is-
rael on Tuesday afternoon to meet with 
security offi  cials at the Defense Minis-
try in Tel Aviv to discuss the Gaza situ-
ation. Israeli offi  cials said that they have 
not agreed to a ceasefi re with Hamas, 
and that they are prepared to continue 
airstrikes.

While in the United States on Mon-
day, Netanyahu authorized dozens of 
airstrikes on Hamas targets in the Gaza 
Strip in response to a rocket fi red by ter-
rorists earlier in the day that destroyed 
a home in central Israel, injuring seven 
civilians, including children. (JNS) 

Survival Is Due To 
‘Miracles,’ Says Family 
In Central Israel Whose 
Home Was Hit By Rocket

Daniel Wolf, whose home was hit by a 
long-range missile from Gaza on Mon-
day, said although his family home was 
destroyed in the attack, “a lot of mira-
cles happened” that ultimately spared 
the family from death.

“We are in shock, but the most im-
portant thing is that we are all OK,” 
Daniel Wolf told Channel 13 from the 
hospital. “It was traumatic. After the 
explosion, there was silence, dust, and 
screaming. Destruction everywhere.”

The Wolfs, who live in Mishmeret 
north of Tel Aviv, faintly heard the siren 
just after 5 a.m.

“When I heard the siren, I ran and 
grabbed my oldest daughter, and then 
I got my wife and my younger daughter 
and dashed them to the shelter,” he said. 
“My mother was in between the shelter 
and the kitchen when we heard an enor-
mous explosion followed by silence … it 
was terrible.”

Wolf said his father and sister were 
standing in the front yard when the 
rocket hit, and miraculously were not 
seriously injured.

“There were a lot of miracles that 
happened,” he said.

According to Wolf, his mother and 
daughters, who were injured, are ex-
pected to make a full recovery. Two fam-
ily dogs were killed.

Daniel said that normally, he would 
have been in bed. However, the night be-
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fore the attack, he happened to have fall-
en asleep on the couch, a room with bet-
ter acoustics than his bedroom, which 
enabled him to hear the siren.

He immediately woke up and roused 
his wife, parents, and daughters, grab-
bing the girls and racing with his wife to 
the safe room in their home.

Daniel’s mother, Susan, didn’t make it 
to the safe room in time and suff ered the 
most serious injuries in the family.

“I nearly lost my family,” said the father 
and immigrant from Great Britain, Rob-
ert Wolf, standing outside the remains 
of the destroyed home, according to a 
report by The Jerusalem Post. “If we had 
not gotten to the bomb shelter in time, I 
would now be burying all my family.”

“That is two grandchildren, one 5 
months old, one 2 years old. That would 
be my third child with his wife, my wife, 
myself and my youngest daughter. They 

would all have been dead if we didn’t do 
what we had been supposed to do.”

Robert Wolf left the house to wake 
another daughter in a separate apart-
ment unit, and the two were in the yard 
on their way to the safe room when the 
rocket hit.

The rocket traveled 60 miles from 
southern Gaza—the farthest reaching 
attack since the 2014 Gaza war.

The family was evacuated to Meir 
Medical Center in Kfar Saba. Susan Wolf 
was transferred to Beilinson Hospital in 
Petach Tikvah in moderate condition.

The force of the blast was so massive 
that it damaged several houses in the vi-
cinity, blowing out the windows in the 
house across the street and cutting the 
gas line. Yet in another miracle, no ex-
plosions resulted. (JNS) 

Continued on Page 32
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S Hero Pilot From 
Hijacked Entebbe 
Flight Dies At 95

By Amy Spiro
Michel Bacos, the pilot of the Air 

France fl ight from Tel Aviv which was 
hijacked in 1976 and landed in Entebbe, 
has died at age 95. Christian Estrosi—
the mayor of Nice, where Bacos lived—
announced the news on social media on 
Tuesday.

“He refused to abandon his passen-
gers, who were taken hostage because 
they were Israeli or of Jewish origin, 
risking his own life,” Estrosi wrote. “Mi-
chel bravely refused to surrender to an-
tisemitism and barbarism and brought 
honor to France.”

President Reuven Rivlin said 
Wednesday that Bacos was “a quiet hero 
and a true friend of the Jewish people. 
May his memory be a blessing.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
tweeted that the pilot “stayed with the 
hostages through all their hardships, 
until IDF soldiers—led by my brother 
Yoni, z’l—freed him in a daring opera-
tion. I bow my head in his memory and 
salute Michel’s bravery.”

On June 27, 1976, Bacos was the cap-
tain of Air France Flight 139, from Tel 

Aviv to Paris, with a stop in Athens. 
After the plane departed Greece, four 
hijackers took control of the cockpit 
and forced Bacos at gunpoint to head 
for Benghazi, Libya, and then Entebbe, 
Uganda.

The terrorist “sat behind me with his 
gun pointed at my head,” Bacos told Ynet 
in 2016. “Every time I tried to look in a 
diff erent direction, he pressed the barrel 
of his gun against my neck.”

Several days later, the terrorists split 
up the hostages between those who 
were Israeli or Jewish and those who 
were not. Bacos demanded the hijackers 
give him access to both groups.

“‘I’m responsible for all of the pas-
sengers and demand to be able to see all 
of them—be they Israeli or not—at any 
given moment.’” he recounted to Ynet. 
“I insisted, and the Germans agreed. I 
was able to go from one hall to the oth-
er without receiving permission, every 
time.”

A few days after that, the hijackers 
were planning to let Bacos, the rest of 
his crew and the remaining non-Jewish 
hostages go. But he refused.

“I gathered my crew and told them 
there was no way we were going to 
leave—we were staying with the pas-
sengers to the end,” he said. “The crew 
refused to leave, because this was a mat-
ter of conscience, professionalism, and 

morality. As a former offi  cer in the Free 
French Forces, I couldn’t imagine leav-
ing behind not even a single passenger.”

After the successful rescue by the 
IDF, Bacos was repeatedly honored for 
his heroic actions. That year he was 
awarded the National Order of the Le-
gion of Honor, France’s highest decora-
tion. In 2008, he was honored by B’nai 
Brith International, and in 2016 by the 
American Jewish Committee. Bacos 
visited Israel several times after the in-
cident, attending memorial ceremonies 
for Lt.-Col. Yoni Netanyahu, who was 
killed in the operation.

Bacos continued to fl y with Air 
France for six more years, before retir-
ing in 1982 at age 58. He is survived by 
his wife, Rosemary, three children, and 
several grandchildren.

Tributes to Bacos began to pour in on 
Wednesday as news of his death spread.

“He refused to leave the Jewish pas-
sengers behind and stayed with them 
until they were rescued by the IDF,” 
wrote Dani Dayan, the Israeli con-
sul-general to New York. “He passed 
away in France at the age of 95. We sa-
lute you, Captain.”

AJC said that it was “saddened to 
learn of the passing of Michel Bacos, the 
Air France pilot who heroically refused 
to abandon Jewish hostages after his 
plane was hijacked to Entebbe. We hon-

ored him with the AJC Moral Courage 
Award at Global Forum 2016. May his 
memory be a blessing.”

The Israeli Airline Pilots Association 
wrote that “this dear man passed away 
today after a long life. The pilots of the 
State of Israel salute Captain Bacos.” 
(JPost) 

ISRAEL NEWS
Continued from Page 31
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LEARNING 
FROM THE EDIT
Twelve years ago, I 

rejected a videogra-
pher. In October, he 

surfaced. I am always look-
ing for skills. We first met 
at my studio. I showed what 
some did that I liked, more 
and less. Then at his studio 
I provided my gut reaction to 

his current edit. He agreed 
and claimed to understand. 
He wanted to see my foot-
age. Cheap imitation serves 
no one. Skill and substance 
benefit all.

I care about anyone seek-
ing meaningful video be-
cause there can be an al-

ternative to the clichéd, 
superficial video done by 
most videographers today. 
I am not saying this to pro-
mote myself. I am referring 
to an approach that might be 
done by the rare individual 
who is not doing what every-
one else is doing and works 
hard at a better way. Imag-
ery is everywhere and done 
by everyone. Standards are 
generally set by what the 
other guy/gal is doing. Vid-
eographers have a hard time 
knowing what they should 
be doing because the bar is 
very low, and everyone is do-
ing the same thing or trying 
to be different in gimmicky, 
unimportant ways. Videog-
raphers, first and foremost, 
study others’ work. This 

does not mean developing 
skill and sensitivity. It too 
often leads to attempts at 
copying what is understood 
and easily recognized. But 
substance and subtlety are 
not obvious, and without 
an objectively critical eye 
it is too easy to accept what 
is similar and fault what is 
different.

Video instruction comes 
mostly via manufacturers 
who promote styles that fa-
vor use of their gear. How 
many videographers do you 
think are super-into great 
film and classical cinema? 
Some may never have seen 
a movie, let alone studied 
them. This might be why 
the cinematic style can be 
so lacking in terms of char-

acter development and hu-
man emotive moments. But 
cinematic style has been 
promoted for two decades 
because it gives reason for 
using manufactured prod-
ucts that are not great at 
candid, unrehearsed, and 
unpredictable field work.

How does one become a 
better videographer? Vid-
eography will become in-
creasingly important in the 
next few years, after hav-
ing experienced a steady 
decline for two decades. 
Most photography will orig-
inate from video footage. 
Universal acceptance of 
hard-to-handle video cam-
eras in the form of small 
squareish-shaped boxes 
means it is time to recon-
sider what serious skills 
can be applied to this more 
recent video-camera form 
factor. Those are the skills 
that existing videographers 
should develop. And those 
are the skills that estab-
lished photographers, mov-
ing to acquire still images 
via moving image, will need 
to consider. The cameras 
are not like the old big ones 
that were designed with 
cinematic camera handling 
in mind. Old-time mov-
ie camera handlers, elec-
tronic news gatherers of 
the time when large ENG 
shoulder-mounted cameras 
were the norm, and mature 
professional photographers 
who trained rigorously on 
larger pro camera shapes 
are all but gone from the 
wedding industry.

One trend that has evolved 
in the last decade involves 
wedding videography shot 
by multiple manned and un-
manned cameras. Meaning-
ful footage requires a cam-
era operator to intuitively 
move, zoom, compose and 
position in an instinctive-
ly reactive manner to ev-
er-changing situations. You 
won’t get this by just using 
a camera, be it on a stick or 
on two legs, without a mind 
to make it sing! And those 
minds are not found work-
ing so hard for so little.

Wedding videographers 
don’t want to hear this. It is 
not their fault. They got into 
the industry at a time when 
they were forced to invest in 
gear that was marketed for 
what it was good at, which 
was for those who dreamed 
of making movies—nothing 
at all like the spontaneous 
and uncontrolled environ-
mental factors of a wed-
ding. The form factors of 
today’s cameras are not at 
all ergonomically designed 
to respond in real time to 
changing situations. Only by 
firmly knowing what a cam-
era must do will they persist 

PHOTO PROSE
By Gary Rabenko
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in developing the skill need-
ed to overcome those limita-
tions.

Videographers may want 
to learn from others they 
are with on a shoot. But in 
the heat of the action, with 
so much going on, tips are 
just too difficult to digest 
in a way that can be mean-
ingfully applied to future 
situations. Or it can lead to 
choosing a different angle 
next time for a situation 
where the original angle is 
better. My experience says 
that the videographer who 
does not recognize what is 
happening in the moment 
will not be able to record 
ideal footage of that action, 
even when the action is 
identified to him. Interest-
ing, flattering, and in-the-
moment footage enhanc-
es viewer experience and 
makes the video interest-
ing to watch and worthy of 
investment. That requires 
the cameraperson to assess 
many factors all at once. 
Skilled camerapersons do 
this. Those needing to learn, 
don’t. And being told to get 
this, shoot from there, or 
move like so will do little to 
make a positive impact on 
either that footage or that 
videographer.

Repeatedly, I have found 
that a great way of improv-
ing camera handling skill is 
to review a videographer’s 
footage after the shoot, not 
only to discuss what should 
have been done, but to point 
out the problems that exist 
with the footage as is.

With the right attitude, 
that type of review can yield 
transformative change that 
develops a great cameraper-
son. It takes time, practice, 
and dedication. And it takes 
the special person who will 
not become defensive but 
will take the critique in the 
spirit of an education.

Today more than ever, 
instruction is sought in vi-
sual form because for many 
who are not avid readers, 
or those who have some at-
tention deficit disorder, 
and especially for the many 
non-native English speak-
ers, watching video is easi-
er. I cannot overemphasize 
the value of sensitivity to 
the subtleties of what one is 
seeing, and, to some extent, 
hearing, in the acquisition 
and later the editing of vid-
eo that will be worth watch-
ing.

Videographers will ratio-
nalize that “the editor will 
fix it.” But editing cannot 
fix footage that is lacking 
content, is shot at the wrong 
angle, or is off in timing and 
expression. Skilled videog-
raphers credit editing under 
critical direction as having 

been essential to develop-
ing shooting skill. Yet today 
most shooters don’t edit! 
Videographers have insist-
ed that by seeing my footage 
they can give me more of 
what I want. It never works 
that way. The more one 
knows, the more one recog-
nizes. Showing what I want 
does not mean that you can 
do it.

Showing a videographer 
good footage rarely teach-
es much. It makes far more 
sense to point out deficien-
cies in a videographer’s 
footage than to show supe-
rior camera handling and 
expect the videographer to 
pick up on the how, what, 
and why. Seeing my foot-
age of a bride’s entrance, 

for example, will not teach 
you to consider physical 
appearances. My challenge 
that your footage showed 
the mother in an unflatter-
ing manner should! My gut 
reaction to what I am see-
ing for the first time in your 
footage is a great way to 
know how your most critical 
clients might feel and can 
catapult you ahead of your 
competitors, if only you care 
enough to insist on chang-
ing to solve those problems.

I have not heard from that 
videographer since. 

Rabenko Photography & Video 
Arts is located at 1053 Broadway 
in Woodmere. To learn more, 
contact Gary@Rabenko.com, 
1-888-RABENKO, 888-722-3656, or 
visit Rabenko.com.

Galiano Realty
Turns Passover Wishes

Into Reality

Maria Elena Negrin Maxie S. Beckman 
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Dear Esther,
I am 87 years old. I have gray 

hair and many wrinkles, and I 
use a walker. My bones ache, 
my skin is blotchy, and I’m 
honest enough with myself to 
know that anyone looking at 
me knows I’m no spring chick-

en. On the inside, though, I feel 
like I’m 50 years old at most. My 
mind is very sharp, thank G-d. 
I listen to the news constantly, 
I read bestsellers, and I watch 
all the newest shows. There are 
very few subjects that I don’t 
feel comfortable talking about, 

and I don’t shy away from par-
ticipating in most discussions.

I fi nd that people who look at 
me and don’t know me see an 
old woman not worth getting 
to know. They assume that be-
cause my skin is wrinkled, so is 
my brain! Sometimes, I fi nd that 
people either look right through 
me as if I don’t exist, or talk to 
me in a loud voice as if I’m deaf 
or stupid. Neither one is great.

I feel blessed to have arrived 
at this age with my brain intact, 
but I don’t feel I’m given cred-
it for it. Yes, many of my con-
temporaries are losing it. Some 
are still living in the past, some 
are so forgetful that it’s hard 
for them to remember a name, 
let alone a deep thought, and, 
of course, sadly, I know plenty 
of people who have full-on de-
mentia. It’s sad to see, so I am 
grateful for how sharp my mind 
still is. But my outside does not 
match my inside, and more of-
ten than not, it is assumed that 
I can’t fi nish a sentence or have 
a meaningful thought to share.

Is there a way for me—short 
of wearing a sign that says, 
“I’m just as with it as you”—to 
let people know that I feel dis-
missed by them? That I have 
much to say that I believe might 
even be interesting to them, that 
my life experiences have value? 
Sometimes I just want to shout, 
“Look at me; look at the real me, 
not just my walker!”

Furthermore, when I oc-
casionally fi nd myself with a 
group of young people (and at 
my stage, everyone is young!), 
people often interrupt me when 
I’m starting to say something, as 
if I’m not even speaking, as if I’m 
invisible.

I guess I’m just venting right 
now. But I hope I can also be the 
voice of other men and women 
like me who have similar expe-
riences and frustrations.

Maybe there is no answer, 
but I’ve thought about writing 
in to you for some time now to 
express these feelings, and so 
here I am. I hope that people 
reading this column can take 
a moment to think about their 
own attitudes towards the el-
derly and consider that perhaps 
they, too, have been dismissive 
toward people like me. Maybe 
now they’ll stop and listen to 
what we have to say. They might 
actually enjoy it!

Old But Wise
Dear Old But Wise,
Thanks so much for writing 

in and for being the voice of so 
many people like you. You bring 
to mind the old adage: “Don’t 
judge a book by its cover.” We’ve 
probably all heard this saying 
from the time we were young. 
It’s simple yet powerful. And I 
believe we all fall into the trap of 
coming into contact with others 
and having a knee-jerk reaction 
in our minds, maybe even in our 

subconscious minds, about who 
they are. We quickly, probably in 
less than a second, sum up what 
our eyes take in, do some cal-
culations about what the signs 
point to, and in less time than it 
takes to sneeze, conclude who 
this person is.

We do it regarding major, 
important issues and even in 
relation to silly, little things. We 
might see a woman carrying a 
Louis Vuitton bag and immedi-
ately assume that she is upscale, 
moneyed, sophisticated. What 
we might not know is that she 
charged the bag years ago, is still 
making monthly credit-cards 
payments to pay it off , and that 
she doesn’t have a couch in her 
living room! The same can ap-
ply to important matters. We 
might notice someone who is 
not particularly well-groomed, 
whose sheitel is on crooked, and 
assume she couldn’t possibly 
have it together on any level—
not knowing that she holds an 
important position in a Fortune 
500 company.

This is a serious problem and 
if we want to change it, it will 
require a great deal of eff ort to 
step outside our quick-moving 
brains fi lled with many mis-
conceptions in order to give ev-
eryone the benefi t of the doubt, 
leaving our assumptions in the 
garbage where they belong. 
Some of us are guiltier of doing 
this and some of us less so. But 

MINDBIZ
By Esther Mann
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my guess is that all of us fail occasionally 
within diff erent scenarios, based on our 
own life experiences that we carry around 
with us, leading to faulty conjecture.

So I am so glad that you took the time to 
write in and expose the experiences of el-
derly men and women like yourself, who 
should be put on pedestals because of 
the wisdom that they have accrued over 
their long lives, rather than be dismissed. 
Other cultures actually revere the elder-
ly, understanding that they have so many 
valuable life lessons to share. Here in 
America, we are not quite as smart. But 
you are opening up an important conver-
sation and hopefully inspiring people to 
pause and rethink their behaviors.

We all need to see past the canes and 
walkers, the disabilities, the discomfort 
some people carry around with them that 
can set them apart. We need to be patient, 
curious, and caring enough to look behind 
the curtain and discover what precious 
jewels may be hidden there. It is in our 
best interest.

So when you fi nd yourself in a group of 
“young people,” don’t back down! If you 
have something to say, go for it—even if it 
takes a few tries to be heard over someone 
interrupting you. The worst that could 
happen is that you’ll wake them up, shake 
them up, and help them examine their 
own fl awed prejudices; they’ll ultimately 
be all the wiser for it!

Esther

Esther Mann, LCSW, is a psychotherapist in 
Hewlett. Esther works with individuals and 
couples. Together with Jennifer Mann, she also 
runs the “Navidaters.” She can be reached at 
mindbiz44@aol.com or 516-314-2295. Read 
more of Esther Mann’s articles at 5TJT.com.

Question
I’ve always liked dating guys who are 

older than me. At times, I would agree 
to go out with a guy my age if he was 
mature. But that was rare. I always said 
no to younger guys because they are so 
immature. I think that women are more 
mature in general; young guys are just 
into teasing and laughing at everything. 
Also, I was always more mature than my 
friends to begin with.

But then I met a guy who is much 
younger than me, and because I was 
bored, I went against my better judg-
ment and started dating him. He is a lot 
of fun to be around, but he is really im-
mature.

After the fi rst date, I told the shad-
chan who redd him to me that I fi nd him 
to be immature, but she told me that he 
is really diff erent from any other young 
guy and to give him a chance.

I try to engage him in interesting top-
ics on our dates. I’m very smart and I 
read everything that I get my hands on. I 
love talking, debating, and even fi ghting 
about political issues. I’m an opinion-
ated person, but all he does is listen to 
what I say when I get all heated up about 
something on the news. He sometimes 
acts amused! When I ask for his opinion, 
he doesn’t have anything to say. I can’t 

even imagine what it would be like if we 
would get married.

Meanwhile, everyone tells me how 
lucky I am to be dating a guy so much 
younger than I am, because girls my age 
get redd to guys who are divorced with a 
bunch of kids. People say that with time 
he will be more mature. Is it true that 
when a man gets older and has respon-
sibilities, everything else about him 
matures, too? But what if he doesn’t get 
more mature? And even if he does ma-
ture, how do I know that I will like him 
for the person he will become? There 
are people who get divorced because 
they grow apart or go in diff erent direc-
tions, right?

This has been going on for a long time, 
and I know he wants to propose to me. 
If I break up with him, there are tons of 
girls waiting to date him. So what should 
I do? There aren’t too many decent guys 
out there. Could I be happy and respect 
him if I marry him anyway?

Response
The issue that you are dealing with is 

common in both genders when the per-
son one dates is substantially younger. 
Just so you know, these same concerns 
that you have with him can also exist 
when the two people are close in age.

Other than your main concern 
about his immaturity, you are also 
wondering whether you can be hap-
py with him. I have a feeling that you 
would be asking the same question 
about happiness if he were the same 
age as you or older. But happiness is 
not about what one owns or whom a 
person is married to. There are people 
who have very little in life and are hap-
py with their lot. Then there are those 
who appear to have it all, but they 
complain and are miserable souls. 
Happiness, in simple terms, is mere-
ly a state of being. You can choose to 
be a happy person or not, regardless 
of what you have or to whom you are 
married. So, whether you marry this 
guy or someone else, assuming it’s a 
healthy relationship, you—and only 
you—will hold the cards where the 
issue of your happiness is concerned.

Now that we covered that, let’s talk 
about the guy you are dating. From the 
way you describe him, I get the im-
pression that he might be a happy-go-
lucky sort of person. I could be wrong, 
but it is likely that he is not as imma-
ture as you assume. Rather, he simply 
might not take life too seriously. The 
fact that he doesn’t argue with you or 
debate about politics might be an in-
dication of his easygoing personality. 
Another reason he doesn’t debate you 
on issues or have much to say is be-
cause he either agrees with you or is 
concerned that since you take an issue 
so seriously, you will actually become 
offended if he disagrees. However, it 

DATING FORUM
By Baila Sebrow

Continued on Page 38
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sounds like he is a good lis-
tener. Most women wish to be 
married to such a person!

I believe that you might be of 
opposite personalities but you 
made the choice to carry on a 
relationship with him to the 
point that he may propose to 
you in the near future.

So here is my take on all of 
this. It is not uncommon for 
people to be attracted to oth-
ers who are very diff erent from 
themselves. Opposites attract, 
as one type fi nds the other fas-
cinating. Such relationships 
can work as long as the couple 
fi nds a balance. In your case, it 
appears that you have an opin-
ionated and serious nature 
while he does not. So it is pos-
sible that if you would marry 
some other guy with the same 
personality who is older, your 
issue would be the same.

Despite your complaints, res-
ervations, and questions, you 
give the impression that you en-
joy your dates with him. What 
do feel you share in common 
with this guy to have been dating 
him long enough that you expect 
to hear a marriage proposal from 
him? There must be something 
else positive going on here.

I will tell you what worries 
me, though—the respect that he 
may never receive from you as 

his wife. People do grow as life 
goes on. In the best of circum-
stances, they grow together. 
But even if they grow diff erent-

ly, they do not have to be apart 
from one another. And when 
they do, age is not always the 
reason.

You have an elevated view of 
yourself. In general, that may 
not be a problem, except if you 
feel that you are in a higher 
intellectual league than your 
spouse. If you are worried 
about how the future with him 
will turn out, I can assure you 
that if he feels disrespected 

in the marriage, there will be 
problems down the line.

When people contemplate 
marriage, they need to un-
derstand and accept that they 
cannot assume that the pro-
spective mate will change. 
Sure, it occasionally happens, 
but it’s a long shot. However, 
even if he matures as he gets 
older, that does not mean that 
his personality will necessar-
ily change—in the same way 
that your opinionated, intro-
spective nature will likely re-
main the same. What bothers 
you about him now will prob-

ably bother you even more if 
you marry him. Not only that, 
but it has the probability to 
cause mutual dissatisfaction 
to the point where it can im-
pact on your shalom bayis. 
One thing is evident here. You 
don’t respect him, and that is 
a number-one home-wrecker.

Worrying that there are tons 
of girls waiting in line for him 
and that he will be grabbed 
up for marriage by the fi rst 

available female is not a good 
enough reason for marrying 
him. All I see here is that you 
are afraid of losing him.

There is nothing you can 
do to change any aspect with-
in his personality. And you 
shouldn’t. You also deserve to 
be in a marriage of compatibil-
ity. If you don’t connect with 
him on an emotional level, 
whether it’s of an intellectual 
nature or something else, you 
are missing something vital in 
your relationship. And if he is 
not able to connect with some-
one in a fun-loving way, as 

that might be his personality, 
that will cause him to feel that 
something major is lacking. He 
will end up feeling emotionally 
stifl ed.

There are no guarantees in 
life, but people get married 
with the optimism that, for 
better or worse, it will last a 
lifetime. But if you don’t see 
eye to eye before you walk to 
the chuppah, you are not on 
the winning side of the team. 
When you marry someone, 
what you see is what you get.

I don’t get the feeling that 
you are ready to marry this 
guy. There are aspects about 
his personality that bother you 
too much. To give yourself the 
chance to see if it could work, 
or perhaps use it as closure, I 
recommend that you speak to 
him about what troubles you. 
Perhaps if you bring it out in 
the open, both of you might 
feel compelled to work on 
whatever concerns can be cor-
rected or compromised on. 

Baila Sebrow is president of Neshoma 
Advocates, communications 
and recruitment liaison for 
Sovri-Beth Israel, executive 
director of Teach Our Children, 
and a shadchanis and shidduch 
consultant. She can be reached 
at Bsebrow@aol.com. Questions 
and comments for the Dating 
Forum can be submitted to 
5townsforum@gmail.com. Read 
more of Baila Sebrow’s articles at 
5TJT.com.

What bothers you about him 
now will bother you even 
more if you marry him.

DATING FORUM
Continued from Page 37



39
5

 T
O

W
N

S
 J

E
W

IS
H

 T
IM

E
S

 •  M
a

rch
 2

9
, 2

0
1

9



40
M

a
rc

h
 2

9
, 2

0
1

9
 •

 5
 T

O
W

N
S

 J
E

W
IS

H
 T

IM
E

S

KEYED UP ABOUT PRIVACY
I was sitting with my coff ee this past 

week while reading the New York 
Times, and I happened upon a most 

bizarre story as I was browsing the New 
York section.

A group of tenants living in a convert-
ed warehouse building had fi led a law-
suit against their landlord, demanding 
that the landlord provide access to all 
public entrances of their building by 
metal key.

Now I am sure many of you are ask-
ing yourselves, “Metal key? What other 
kind of key is there?” That’s the same 
question I asked myself initially when I 
saw the headline of this article.

The landlord really did not do any-

thing terrible; he only sought to create a 
method for his tenants to be able to buzz 
in guests or deliverymen or even the 
electric-meter reader without having 
to run up and down to the various entry 
points of the building to unlock any se-
curity mechanisms in place.

Trying to utilize the latest available 
options, the landlord hired a company 
called Latch, which off ered a hi-tech 
app to open all entry points. They in-
stalled locks throughout the entire 
building in a variety of patterns, allow-
ing entry and exit that all the tenants 
could access simply by downloading 
the app and then setting it up for their 
individual use.

Unfortunately, the landlord did not 
take into account that some of his ten-
ants would not be able to utilize such an 
app because they did not have a smart-
phone or they were not profi cient in the 
use of hi-tech apps altogether.

Those tenants having diffi  culties 
with the system that the landlord set 
up requested an old-fashioned key that 
would allow them to access the doors 
manually without the app. The landlord, 

who had never thought it would be nec-
essary to take this approach into con-
sideration when he had all the mecha-
nisms for the hi-tech system installed, 
now had a problem. He had not installed 
regular keyholes with manual locks for 
alternate access of the doors by metal 
key, and when he approached the com-
pany Latch with this dilemma, they did 

not have an answer for him since their 
hi-tech app was not adaptable to the 
metal-key option.

The tenants did not want to hear 
about their landlord’s dilemma of how 
to handle the situation he had created 
by installing app-only access to the en-
trances and exits of the building. Also, 
some of the tenants who were able to 
access the high-tech app had the com-
plaint that the app would take away 

their privacy since it records when the 
tenants access the doors, giving the 
landlord a 24/7 log of their use of the en-
tries and exits, infringing on their right 
of privacy.

At this time, it seems like they have 
come to a stalemate that needs to be 
decided in court. First, what are the 
tenants’ rights concerning manual en-
try? Do they have the right to demand a 
metal key for manual entry and exit into 
the building as opposed to using only 
the hi-tech app system provided? And 
if the landlord has already arranged a 
high-level security and access system—
even though the only way to utilize it is 
through its app—has the landlord pro-
vided suffi  cient ability for his tenants to 
come and go through the various entries 
and exits?

Last but not least, given that an app of 
this kind keeps a log of each and every 
entry and exit and the names and pos-
sibly photos of each person utilizing it 
individually, does this impinge upon the 
privacy rights of the tenants? We stay 
tuned to see! 

Anessa Cohen lives in Cedarhurst and is a 
licensed real-estate broker (Anessa V Cohen 
Realty) and a licensed N.Y.S. loan offi  cer (FM 
Home Loans) with over 20 years of experience 
off ering full-service residential, commercial, 
and management real-estate services as well as 
mortgage services. She can be reached at 516-
569-5007 or via her website, www.AVCrealty.
com. Readers are encouraged to send questions 
or comments to anessa@AVCrealty.com. Read 
more of Anessa Cohen’s articles at 5TJT.com.

The landlord now 
had a problem.

REAL ESTATE
By Anessa V. Cohen

Visit 5TJT.com 

for exclusive 

“Soon By You” 

interviews 

and blogs and 

additional 

Dating Forum 

discussions.
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SUNATION SOLAR SYSTEMS: 
SMARTEST SOLUTION 
UNDER THE SUN
Since its inception in 2003, SUNation 

Solar Systems has distinguished 
itself as Long Island’s local solar ex-

perts, trusted by over 4,000 residents and 
businesses for professionally installing the 
highest quality and most durable equip-
ment. A family-owned and operated busi-
ness, SUNation has been serving the com-
munity with unwavering professionalism 
and an unparalleled customer experience 
for 16 years, truly establishing itself as the 
trusted name in solar energy.

Co-founded by cousins Scott Maskin 
and Mike Bailis, SUNation was built upon 
a strong, pertinent foundation consisting 
of Scott’s 30-year electrical contracting 
career and Mike’s 35-year expertise in 
sales, marketing, and estimating within 
the HVAC industry. Additionally, Mike has 
been heavily vested in the solar industry, 
dating back to 1979, by researching and re-
maining vigilant of the industry’s evolution 
on a widespread scale and always being two 
steps ahead of the local Long Island market. 
As such, Mike, and Scott decided to pool 
their experience and resources to create 
what has grown into the largest solar instal-
lation company on Long Island.

Today, Scott serves as SUNation’s CEO 
and Mike as chief of sales. The company 
has experienced enormous growth over 
the years, now consists of 150 employees 
in multiple departments, has moved from 
a storefront in Oakdale to a 20,000 square 
foot facility in Ronkonkoma, operates the 
only solar service department of its mag-
nitude on Long Island, and has acquired 
multiple disbanded solar companies which 
it now maintains.

Specializing in purchase-to-own solar 
systems, SUNation off ers homeowners 
advantages far paramount to leased sys-
tems. By going solar with SUNation, you 
can drastically reduce or eliminate your 
electric bill and reduce your carbon foot-
print to help create a cleaner Long Island 
for generations to come. Substantial state 
and federal tax credits are available to those 

with taxable income, and low-to-no inter-
est fi nancing programs result in zero out-
of-pocket costs to most homeowners when 
they switch to solar. Additionally, SUNa-
tion customers benefi t from the most gen-
erous referral program available in the fi eld, 
consisting of escalating monetary values 
and rewards. It’s no wonder why customer 
referrals account for over 60% of SUNa-
tion’s business.

As the gold standard of quality, integrity, 
and unparalleled service, the company is 

an all-encompassing solar energy provider 
that never subcontracts but rather utilizes 
its own professionally trained solar experts 
to perform your installation. Furthermore, 
SUNation uses only the best, energy-effi  -
cient, and durable solar equipment from 
the most esteemed manufacturers, includ-
ing the likes of Panasonic, LG, Enphase, 
and Solaredge. SUNation installs and ser-
vices solar projects of all kinds ranging 
from residential to commercial, comunity, 
and municipal, to name a few. The coverage 

area encompasses all of Long Island and 
Queens.

A multi-award-winning company, SU-
Nation has been voted the Best of Long 
Island “Best Solar Business” for ten con-
secutive years, “Best Alternative Energy 
Company” for eight years running, “Best 
Green Business” for seven years running, 
and “Best Environmental Organization” 
for the fi rst time in 2019. The company has 

ROCHELLE’S 
REVIEWS
By Rochelle Miller

Continued on Page 42
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been listed to the Inc. 5000 list for three 
consecutive years, a prestigious ranking 
of the nation’s fastest-growing private 
companies. Additional awards include the 
Newsday “Top Long Island Work Places” 
for 2018 and Solar Power World’s “Top So-
lar Contractors” for 2018. It boasts an A+ 
rating from the Better Business Bureau. 
Furthermore, SUNation consistently earns 
fi ve-star ratings and glowing reviews from 
its customers, which is evident across all of 
its online profi les.

SUNation is a collaboration of 
like-minded individuals who enjoy similar 
passions for family, community, and the 
environment. A forward-driven company 
that operates from an approach of deliver-
ing the ultimate in customer experience, 
SUNation has sold and installed more solar 
systems on Long Island than the national 
companies who also serve the region. Scott 
remarks, “We are hyper-focused on deliv-
ering business on Long Island. We are a lo-
cal Long Island company and we consider 
and treat every customer like our neighbor, 
not a number. That’s why we are the #1 so-

lar installer on Long Island—it’s an honor 
we are proud to have earned.”

Personable, unpretentious, and a pillar 
of the Long Island community, SUNa-
tion’s CEO is a self-described “hard-core 
Rockaway boy” who has remained close 
to his roots and is committed to preserv-
ing the character and integrity of the place 
he and his family call home. “Both sets of 
my grandparents owned stores across the 
street from each other in Rockaway Park; 
that’s how my parents met,” Scott shares. 
“My father’s parents owned Maskin’s, and 
on the opposite side was Estelle’s Shoes, 
which my mother’s parents’ owned. The 
community is a very important part of 

who I am. I chose to work in this industry 
because I wanted to make the world a bet-
ter place to live and work for our families, 
friends, and fellow Long Islanders.”

It is Scott’s belief that giving back to so-
ciety and supporting the community is a 
corporate and social responsibility, and 
thus he has incorporated philanthropy into 
the core of SUNation’s values. SUNation’s 
non-profi t corporation, SUNation Cares, 
provides the gift of free electricity for life to 
Long Island families in need, with a focus 
on assisting veterans. The company engag-
es in many other charitable causes within 
the community, proudly supporting the ef-
forts of organizations such as The Family 

Service League, Last Chance Animal Res-
cue, HIA-LI, Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
United Way, and Long Island Cares. SUNa-
tion’s dedication to goodwill has branded it-
self a compassionate company dedicated to 
leaving an altruistic footprint on the world 
around SUNation and distinguishes SUNa-
tion from others of its kind.

Raising the bar in business ethics, qual-
ity of products, impeccable customer ser-
vice, and community activism, SUNation 
is more than merely a business. Consider 
the following, which are but a sampling of 
the enthusiastic testimonials posted on the 
company’s website:

“Exceptional customer service!” writes 
A.M. “I researched many companies 
for nearly a month before deciding on 
SUNation. I chose SUNation because the 
sales representative went above and be-
yond to answer all questions (he came to my 
offi  ce on three separate occasions). Even af-
ter contracts were signed, he was extremely 
attentive and continued to answer my ques-
tions as we moved throughout the process. 
In addition to him, the guys who came out 
for the fi eld assessment, the women in the 
offi  ce, and the guys who installed the sys-
tem were AMAZING. Everyone was kind, 
patient, and helpful, from start to fi nish. 
They communicate with you throughout 
the entire process. I love my new panels and 
highly recommend SUNation!”

“SUNation is an awesome company!” 
shares K.R. “This is an extremely profes-
sional company that stands by its product. 
I am amazed by how much I am saving each 
year.”

“SUNation is the best!” enthuses D.R. 
“We had our solar panels installed in No-
vember 2017 and we are so happy we did. 
We shopped around a bit and had several 
salespeople come to give their pitches but 
none were able to give us the facts and sta-
tistics about our needs except for SUNa-
tion’s sales rep. The installation went very 
smoothly and the workers were neat and 
clean. For the past couple of months, we 
have only paid PSEG about $12 for the line 
into the house. We are currently working on 
a negative electric usage, which means we 
are producing more electricity than what 
we are using. We are so satisfi ed with the 
whole process from beginning to end. We 
are saving money AND we are helping the 
environment. It’s a win/win situation!”

From consultation to permitting, instal-
lation through certifi cation, SUNation han-
dles it all with alacrity and effi  ciency. To big 
solar companies, you are just a number—
kilowatts on a meter. “At SUNation, we are 
your neighbors. Our kids go to the same 
schools as yours. Our sales people, engi-
neers, and installers all live in your commu-
nity. Our only loyalty is to you,” says Scott. 
“We are giving people a choice to own clean 
energy, the opportunity to control their 
budget through reduced electric bills, and 
the reliability of fi xed energy costs that are 
impenetrable from rate hikes. Going solar 
just makes sense. It’s not a matter of ‘if’ but 
of ‘when,’ and that time is the present. There 
is no better time to go solar than today.”

To learn more about SUNation, 
please refer to the ad in this edition of 
the 5TJT. 

Rochelle Maruch Miller is a contributing 
editor for the Five Towns Jewish Times. She 
is a journalist, creative media consultant, 
lecturer, and educator, and writes for 
magazines, newspapers, websites, and private 
clients. She welcomes your comments at 
Rochellemiller04@aol.com. Read more of 
Rochelle Miller’s articles at 5TJT.com.

ROCHELLE’S REVIEWS
Continued from Page 41
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PASSOVER RAINBOW COOKIES
BY SHANNON SARNA

I love rainbow cookies. Love. And 
they are a serious obsession for 
my entire family. So when I made 

this recipe Passover-friendly last 
year, it was a wonderful, delicious 
game-changer for our Passover cele-
brations.

Simply replace the regular flour 
with half a cup of matzah cake meal 
and half a cup of almond flour (not al-
mond meal).

To make this recipe non-dairy, simply 
replace the half a cup of butter with half a
cup of nondairy shortening or margarine.

You will need three 8-by-8-inch 
square pans to make this recipe (you 
can buy disposable if you don’t want to 
invest in buying pans). I also strongly 
recommend using a food scale to mea-
sure the quantity of batter in each layer.

Ingredients:
Cake

4 eggs
1 cup white sugar
4 ounces almond paste, broken into 

little pieces or processed in food 
processor for 30 seconds

2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter or 
margarine

½ cup matzah cake meal
½ cup blanched almond flour (not 

almond meal)
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon kosher-for-Passover 

vanilla extract
Red and green food coloring (about 8 

drops each)
Chocolate Glaze

1 cup dark or semisweet chocolate 
chips

1 tablespoon vegetable shortening or 
vegetable oil

Pinch salt
Filling

Raspberry jam
Special equipment:

3 square baking pans
Offset spatula
Food scale

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease 

your pans. Add parchment 
paper to bottom of each pan. 
Grease again and add light dust-
ing of matzah cake meal. Tap 
pan to remove any excess flour.

2. Using a hand mixer (or whisk 
attachment to stand mixer), 
mix eggs and sugar until thick 
and yellow. Add crumbled al-
mond paste and combine.

3. Add melted butter (or marga-
rine), matzah cake meal, al-
mond flour, salt, and vanilla.

4. Divide batter into 3 equal 
amounts. (Try using a food scale 
if eyeballing is too difficult.) 
Leave one plain. Add green food 
coloring to one batch of batter. 
Add red food coloring to the 
other batch of batter.

5. Pour batter into prepared pans. 
Bake for 10–12 minutes or until 
just set and no longer wet in the 
middle.

6. Allow to cool completely.
7. Place chocolate, shortening, 

and pinch of salt in a glass bowl. 

Microwave for 30-second inter-
vals until melted. Stir vigorous-
ly to ensure there are no clumps.

8. Place a piece of parchment pa-
per on top of a platter or bak-
ing sheet. Add red cake layer to 
parchment paper. Spread thin 
layer of raspberry jam. Top with 
white layer. Add another thin 
layer of raspberry jam. Top with 
green cake.

9. Carefully spread half the melt-

ed chocolate on top. Place in re-
frigerator for 15–20 minutes or 
until completely hard.

10. Turn cake over and spread re-
maining chocolate on other 
side. Place back in refrigerator 
for 30 minutes or overnight.

11. Trim edges and slice into cook-
ies. Makes 18–24 cookies.

(The Nosher via JTA)

Shannon Sarna is the editor of The Nosher.

Free Consultation 
 3D-CT Scan Included

Teeth in One Day!
We use a revolutionary procedure 
that replaces damaged, hopeless 

teeth in one visit. It allows for 
immediate placement of non-

removable teeth that are instantly 
functional and can change a 
patient’s life forever. Dental 

implants are a permanent solution!

Dr. Schwartzstein, a skilled and highly 
trained dentist and specialist, is 
committed to creating healthy, beautiful 
smiles for each of his patients. 
He specializes in a full range of cos-
metic dentistry procedures—including 
dental implants, bridges, all-on-four, and 
zirconia full arch restoration—so he can 
meet everyone’s dental needs.

Manhattan
30 Central Park South 

New York, NY 10019

646-835-2979

Long Island
1800 Rockaway Ave 
Hewlett, NY 11557

516.758.3363

GRAND OPENING OF 
LONG ISLAND OFFICE

Dr. Sol Schwartzstein DDS

Dental 
Implant

$995

516.758.3363 
1800 Rockaway Ave Suite 209 Hewlett, NY 11557

www.nyccenter4dentalimplants.com

Implant-Supported 
Fixed Hybrid Denture

$14,500
includes 6 dental implants

Implant-Supported 
Zirconia Bridge

$18,500
includes 6 dental implants

5 TOWNS FOODIES
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and find any issue of the
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PROGRAMMED FOR PESACH
It’s that time of year again. The sea-

son is here when we see the adver-
tisements for Pesach programs. 

Most of us are still sweeping away the 
crumbs from hamantaschen!

At one time, the stereotypical spring-
break locales—think Florida, Arizona, 
Mexico, and the Caribbean—used to 
own the Pesach hotel game. But lately, 
the options have increased and they are 
far more exotic than what we may have 
become accustomed to. Morocco, Aus-
tralia, South Africa, Monaco, and Brazil 
number among them.

From my personal perspective, it 
almost appears that Pesach is being 
celebrated everywhere but the area in 
which I live. I’m waiting to see an ad 
that reads: “Passover 2019 in Wood-
mere.” This is unlikely, though some 
of us will indeed celebrate the holiday 
right here. I spend every yom tov at the 
home of one of my children. If I were 
years younger and would be having Pe-
sach in my house, my response to these 
ads would undoubtedly be dramatically 
diff erent. I would be saying that I love 
Pesach and would miss the Seder but 
that there are some things I could do 

without. I never liked “turning over the 
house,” which is how we refer to the 
process of making a home kosher for 
Pesach. Back when Pesach was cele-
brated at my place, I would also say that 
I could live without all the menu plan-
ning and the resultant shopping and 
cooking.

These days I don’t do much work for 
the chag. My beloved daughters do it 
all. On behalf of them and all the other 
women (and some men) who will be 
crazy-busy, it irks me when I see those 
vacation ads. Doesn’t anyone stay home 
anymore? Going away for this yom tov 
does have advantages. It’s defi nitely a 
pleasure not to have to do any serving 
and an even greater joy not to be stuck 
cleaning up and washing pots and pans. 
But, to be fair, there are other consid-
erations that contribute to the advan-
tages of staying home. How much fun 
can it be to have a Seder in a communal 
dining room with other families sitting 
nearby? It just doesn’t have the same 
fl avor.

It’s true that in the early days of our 
marriage, when Hubby and I did go 
away for Pesach, life was easier. But 

after a few years, we stopped partic-
ipating in the hotel scene and spent 
most Pesach holidays at home. What I 
remember is that whenever we were at 
a hotel I wished we were at home and 
when we were at home, I wished we had 
gone away. There’s no pleasing some 
people!

Now that I’m a senior citizen—a 
very senior citizen—I’m delighted that 
I don’t go away and instead spend Pe-
sach right where I live. This makes me 
something of a “knakker” (a Jewish 
wise-guy) because I don’t spend the 
holiday in my own house but at the 
homes of my children. I don’t have to 
do the “turn over” or the meal planning, 
the shopping or the cooking. I do help to 
clear the table at the end of each Seder, 
but that’s about it. The only other pos-
sible credit I can take is that I provide 
entertainment for the troops. I deliver 
the wisecracks and tell funny stories, 
causing my grandchildren to laugh like 
crazy. This is a two-way street, because 
they laugh at my antics and my tales 
and I laugh when I see them laughing. 
Under other circumstances, my chil-
dren would also laugh, but they’re too 
tired for laughter. So they spend most 
of the time yawning and, in between 
the yawning, they occasionally look at 
one another and roll their eyes. I enjoy 
that as much as anything else. Nothing 
tickles me like a good eye roll! Now and 
then they’re unable to help themselves 
and I can hear a soft chuckling from 
their corner of the table. Their chuck-
les are soft because they don’t want to 
encourage me, so they try to be discreet 
about enjoying my spiels and my per-

formance. However, despite my failing 
hearing, I hear it.

There is much that I love about Pesach, 
especially being with my children and 
my grandchildren. In addition to what 
they learn and share with us, there is the 
enthusiastic singing that we all partici-
pate in at the end of the Seder. After that, 
my grandkids and I hang out in the den. 
This crowd rarely includes their parents 
because by then they are totally exhaust-
ed and have already headed to bed.

Food is a big part of Pesach, too, and 
while there are some food items I can 
live without, other foods are a treat. My 
personal favorite—after matzah farfel 
saturated with fried onions and mush-
rooms—is shemurah matzah. There is 
nothing better than that matzah, and, 
given the cost of it, I try not to waste a 
single piece regardless of how small the 
piece might be. But my favorite bite of 
that matzah is the morning after the Sed-
er when I can shmear it with butter and, 
in spite of blood-pressure issues, sprin-
kle it with salt.

The salt I add only after I surrepti-
tiously glance around to be sure my kids 
are not looking in my direction. Salt and 
hypertension are not a good combo, but 
I do what so many other hypertensives 
do—I tell myself that it’s OK since I do 
it only once a year. Admittedly, this isn’t 
the wisest of philosophies because, ac-
tually, I consume salt more often than 
that. But that’s the way it is. 

Hannah Berman lives in Woodmere and 
gives private small-group lessons in mah-
jongg and canasta. She can be reached at 
Savtahannah@aol.com or 516-295-4435. Read 
more of Hannah Berman’s articles on 5TJT.com.

THAT’S THE  
WAY IT IS
By Hannah Berman
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FOLDING MONEY
W hat would you do if you had 

$18,000 to burn?
We should all have such 

problems.
In case you were wondering, yes, that 

was me in the Oorah catalog this year, 
posing with a lot of money. And no, I 
didn’t just submit a picture on my own 
and say, “I don’t want to give you money, 
but here’s a picture of me and my money 
if it helps promote your catalog.” Oorah 
called me.

During the summer, Oorah contact-
ed me and said that they were going 
to have celebrities, and possibly their 
kids—plus some Fiveish machers, what-
ever those are—pose with their auction 
prizes so they could run those pictures 
in their catalog with no captions or any-
thing that lets you know which celebrity 
or whose kids you’re looking at.

As I see it, I’m not even a real celebri-
ty. I’m an introvert who sits in my living 
room and isn’t sure what to say when 
people on the street tell me they like my 
writing.

So I asked, “Do I have to come down to 
you, or are you going to come here?” And 
they said, “Just take the picture your-

self.” And I said, “But I don’t have the 
prizes. Which prize do you want me to 
pose with??” And they said, “One of the 
money prizes.”

So now what? I wasn’t going to go to 
the bank and withdraw $18,000 so I 
could return it the next day.

“What are you going to do with this?”
“Roll around in it. No, I’m not weird; 

it’s for charity!”
But it was for a worthy cause. So I said, 

“Fine. Can you send me the money?”
And a week later, I got an envelope 

in the mail containing over $18,000 in 
cold, hard, fake cash. (It turns out fake 
cash is cold and hard as well.)

Oh, well. I tried.
Now before you get up in arms, Oorah 

is not printing counterfeit money, as far 
as I know. I think they bought this. It 
came in a package, along with a couple 
of little bags with dollar signs on them—
like burglar bags, but smaller. They’re 
cloth and reusable, in case the burglars 
want to rob another bank but also care 
about the environment. I’m totally keep-
ing the bags, by the way, in case I get real 
money someday.

But I know for a fact that it was fake 

money, because I did all the tests. Also, it 
said it was from the “Vnited States.”

Vnited. That shows a lot of creativity. 
What about the Wnited States, at least? 
Maybe that was already taken by anoth-
er brand. This is the off -brand off -brand 
money. It’s not even the regular off -
brand money.

And that wasn’t the only diff erence 
between that and real money. For exam-
ple, these were signed by the “Secratary 
of the Tresuer.” I’m not sure if this typo 
is on purpose, or if they’re not paying for 
a proofreader for their fake money. The 
bills also claim that they're it’s from “Se-
ries 2091.” In other words, this is what 
money will be like in the future: full of 
typos, and it will dissolve in water.

There were actually a lot of purpose-
ly-made mistakes on these bills. The 
printers want to be very clear that it’s 
not real money, so they can sell it to you 
and you’ll give them real money for it, 
and they won’t be arrested for counter-
feiting. Though if they’re putting a price 
value on their fake money, and you’re 
paying them for it, doesn’t that make it 
real money?

And the mistakes seem unneces-
sary, anyway. I don’t think that whoev-
er misses the words “PROP MONEY 
NOTE” at the top will squint and say, 
“Wait. That guy was never the Secratary 
of the Tresuer!”

But then the question was, what 
should I be doing in the picture? I 
couldn’t just fan the money out and 
drool over it like almost everyone else in 
the book who posed with cash. Because 
that’s what you do when you win a ton of 
money, right? You fan it out like playing 

cards, and you salivate.
I’m asking seriously. Is there a benefi t 

to fanning the bills? I’m not an expert on 
money.

I also had to do something unique. As 
a comedian, people judge your worth 
by how funny you are doing everyday 
things. So the question was, how do I 
show the readers that by entering this 
raffl  e, they’ll win so much money that 
they won’t know what to do with it?

I can’t even do something where I’m 
surrounded by stacks of cash, because 
they sent me six small stacks. One thing 
about being an adult is that you slowly 
come to realize that $18,000 is not a lot 
of money, as far as actual pieces of paper.

Maybe posing with some of the other 
prizes would have been easier. I would 
love to have them send me a fake mini-
van. Or a fake sheitel. Or maybe the prize 
called “fi ne furniture,” if only so I can 
fi gure out whether it’s “fi ne” as in “nice,” 
or “fi ne” as in “OK.”

“How’s the furniture?”
“I don’t know. It’s fi ne.”
So I hatched this idea that incorpo-

rated origami, which is an ancient Jap-
anese word meaning “the art of wasting 
time in class.” My idea was that we could 
take a picture of me surrounded by bills 
folded into all sorts of things to illus-
trate the idea that I literally have no idea 
what to do with so much money.

And this is how my kids and I spent 
the last week of our summer vacation.

So I looked up decent origami projects 
to do with dollar bills, such as houses, 
stars, hearts, rings, rabbits, leaves, fl ow-

A CLEVER TITLE 
GOES HERE
By Mordechai Schmutter

Continued on Page 46
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ers, boats, bowties, pants, and short-
sleeve shirts that come with a tie, like a 
tiny Pirchei leader.

I also found out that taping bills to-
gether is a federal off ense, but folding it 
into a pair of pants is not.

Unfortunately, I didn’t really account 
for how long it takes to fold all those bills. 
We tried making all these increasingly 
cool sculptures, until we realized that 
the more we folded a piece of paper, the 
smaller it ended up being. This is pretty 
obvious in hindsight, but we needed the 
projects as big as they could be to take 
up room on the table. The longer some-
thing took to make, the less room it took 
up. Time is money. The more time, the 
smaller the money. That’s what the ex-
pression means, right?

So then we started speeding up, mak-
ing simpler things, taping sets of bills 
together so that the fi nished products 
wouldn’t be microscopic, and taping 
money to the outside of real items, such 
as balls and hats, so it would look like we 
made them out of cash. Like we’re so tal-
ented that we could make a functional 
water bottle out of origami.

It was about then that it occurred 
to me that folding money in front of 
an open window all day wasn’t a great 
idea. Luckily, everyone in the house 

was up late that night anyway, because 
our dining-room air-conditioner died, 
and then while we were replacing it, all 
the plaster from the wall fell down, and 
this was the night before we were hav-
ing Shabbos guests for my nephew’s bar 
mitzvah. But that’s a topic for like three 
other articles.

Finally, we were ready to take our 
picture. We did it on Friday afternoon, 
so the tablecloth is white, as opposed to 

the one that’s on our table the rest of the 
week, which is green. I’m glad we didn’t 
stage this whole thing on a green table-
cloth only to fi nd that none of the cash 
showed up in the picture. It’s bad enough 
that the paper airplane I was holding 
somehow blended into the background 
so it looks like I’m holding two fi ngers 
up in the air for no reason.

We scattered cash on the table in front 
of us and the bookshelves behind us. We 

decided to do it in front of a bookcase for 
three reasons:

(1) So I could put origami behind me 
at various levels.

(2) To advertise the books I’ve writ-
ten. In other words, the gist of the pic-
ture is that money is no object for me, 
but please buy my books anyway. It is lit-
erally all I have on my sefarim shranks.

(3) None of the walls in my house are 
nice enough to use as a background. We 

have thousands of dollars on the table 
in front of us, and people would be like, 
“Why are you doing origami? Fix your 
wall!” Right, because if I posed with no 
money in front of a shiny new wall, peo-
ple would say, “Yeah! $18,000! I get it!”

So that’s my story. I don’t know how 
many other celebrities are posting their 
stories anywhere. Maybe the singers are 
going to turn them into songs. (“Taking 
a picture of a minivan … Staring at cash 

that I’ve turned into a fan ... Why does 
the money say it’s made in Japan?”) I 
think I wrote this article so no one looks 
at the picture and thinks that writers are 
swimming in money.

I also don’t want to tell you what we 
said to the meshulach who knocked 
while we were doing this. I couldn’t 
give him a whole shpiel about what 
was happening, so I just gave him a few 
hundred dollars in fake cash and sent 
him on his way. 

Mordechai Schmutter is a weekly humor 
columnist for Hamodia and is the author 
of fi ve books, published by Israel Book Shop. 
He also does freelance writing for hire. You 
can send any questions, comments, or ideas 
to MSchmutter@gmail.com. Read more of 
Mordechai Schmutter’s articles at 5TJT.com.

Would you like to have a chevrusah 
where you can be learning 
cutting edge issues in Torah and Shas?  

Would you like to learn 
through Shas 

in depth - but quickly?

Would you like someone 
to help you write 
your own sefer on any topic?

If any of these interest you, 
please email learntorahandshas@gmail.
com.  Limited slots available.

As a comedian, people 
judge your worth by 
how funny you are doing 
everyday things.

FOLDING MONEY
Continued from Page 45

Remember 
that article?

Visit our archive section 

and find any issue of the

5 Towns Jewish Times 

online @

www.5TJT.com
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SPLITTING OUR PERSONAL 
RED SEA

W e know that in our morn-
ing prayers, the song by 
the sea and the splitting 

of the sea have a greater status than 
the earlier exodus from Egypt. Why 
do they play such a big role and what 
are we to learn from this?

First of all, the fact is that as great 
as the Exodus was, it was only the 
middle of a process. The Jews were 
still running from Egypt for the first 
full week after they left. That does 
not signify true freedom at all. A slave 
who is preoccupied with escaping 
from his master, or a prisoner run-
ning from jail, is really not free until 
he can stop looking over his shoulder 
for fear of being caught once again. 
The freedom that the Torah wants 
us to achieve can only be appreciated 
after the Egyptians are fully defeated 
at the sea.

We learn from this that there are 
two significant steps in freedom. The 
first is leaving behind your state of 
slavery. The second is to create an 
environment in which you can truly 
be, and live as, a free person. Beating 
an addiction, defeating your yetzer 
ha’ra, or leaving a toxic relationship/
job, is only the first step to living a 
free life. The potential is there, but 
it takes much time and effort to take 
our lives to the next step.

In our prayers, we want to empha-
size this second step, so that our day 
should be filled with opportunities 
to actually develop and celebrate our 
personal freedoms and be able to fo-
cus on being the best Jews we can be.

To take it one step further, in Para-
shas Beshalach, the Torah states in 
the introduction to the actual split-
ting of the sea, and at the end of the 

song, that the Jews crossed over on 
dry land. This repeated emphasis of a 
seemingly minor detail carries great 
meaning. Chassidus explains that the 
earth represents those aspects of life 
that we can see, while bodies of water 
that cover over parts of the earth rep-
resent those aspects of life that we 
cannot see. Hashem wanted that the 
Jews in their crossing should have 
nothing hidden from them. The Mi-
drash tells us that the revelation of 
G-d that took place by the splitting 
of the sea was greater than even that 

seen by later-day prophets. They saw 
the truth, and the dry land represent-
ed that they were walking on solid 
ground, unimpeded by life’s many ob-
stacles which hide the truth.

Hashem’s message to the Jews 
then, and to us when we pray now, is 
that once we have completed the first 
step in our pursuit of personal free-
dom, with Hashem’s help we all have 
the potential to walk on dry land, to 
see the truth for what it is, to “see” 
beyond the tumultuous waters of life, 
to split seas and aim high in our lives. 
We can reach real freedom, both spir-
itually and physically.

With this message, we are given 
extra strength to refine ourselves 
and to elevate the world around us 
the entire year to bring Mashiach 
closer. 

Rabbi Tuvia Teldon is the regional director 
of Chabad Lubavitch of Long Island. He can 
be reached at rabbi@chabadli.org. For more 
information and inspiration, visit www.
chabadli.org or Facebook.com/RabbiTeldon 
to view his weekly broadcasts. Read more of 
Rabbi Teldon’s articles and view his videos at 
5TJT.com.

We can 
reach real 
freedom.

ALIYAH CHRONICLE
By Shmuel Katz
BACK TO BASICS
By Rabbi Tuvia Teldon

Visit 

5TJT.com for 

Daily Editor's 

Blog, “Live with 

Larry Gordon” 

videos, as well 

as exclusive 

News Analysis 

by Jake Novak



48
M

a
rc

h
 2

9
, 2

0
1

9
 •

 5
 T

O
W

N
S

 J
E

W
IS

H
 T

IM
E

S

SHEMINI: JUST DO IT!
  

“Approach the altar”
—Vayikra 9:7

How do you develop confi dence when 
you don’t have it? How does one over-
come fear, nerves, and anxiety? Well, 
without going into major psychologi-
cal dissertations, let’s see if we can fi nd 
some insight in this week’s parashah.

Everything was set for the inaugura-
tion of the sacred service in the Sanc-
tuary. The weeklong preparations had 
been completed. Now it was Aharon’s 
turn to approach the Altar and begin 
the service. But Aharon was reluctant. 
He still felt a sense of shame for his part 
in the Golden Calf episode. So Moshe 

called out to Aharon, “Approach the Al-
tar and perform the services.” Aharon 
did so and completed all the required 
tasks correctly.

But what exactly did Moshe say to 
Aharon to assuage his fears? All he said 
was, “Come and do your thing.” He nev-
er actually dealt with his issues. How 
did Moshe address Aharon's concerns 
or his feelings of inadequacy? Well, 
perhaps Moshe was saying, “Come and 
do” and you will see that all your fears 
will be put to rest. You lack confi dence? 
Start performing the service and you 
will come to realize that it fi ts you like a 
glove. You were born to be a High Priest 
and that’s where you belong.

Moshe was telling Aharon that if he 
would begin performing his chosen role, 
the rest would follow. As they say in Yid-
dish, “Apetit kumt mit’n essen.” Even 
if you’re not hungry, if you start eating, 
your appetite will follow. I suppose 
that’s why the fi rst course in a meal is 
called an “appetizer” (trust Jews when 
it comes to food).

Dr. Moshe was dispensing sound 
psychological advice. The surest way 
of developing confidence is to begin 
doing that which you fear. Throwing 

kids in the deep end to teach them 
how to swim may not be everybody’s 
cup of tea, but it usually works. Some 
of the finest public speakers were mi-
crophone-shy, even neurotic at first. 

When we lack self-assurance, con-
fronting our fears and phobias can be 
the best therapy. We discover that it 
really wasn’t so bad after all, and we 
actually manage better than we ever 
imagined. And from there our self-be-
lief grows until we become quite re-
laxed about the whole thing.

I remember myself as a young rab-
bi just starting out in my career. One 
morning, the dreaded phone call came. 
A relatively young woman had passed 
away. I knew I had to go to the fami-

ly to comfort them, but what would I 
actually tell them? Did I have answers 
for people who had just been bereaved 
of their loving wife and mother? Could 
I play G-d? I was feeling rather para-
lyzed for a while and fiddled with all 
sorts of matters of far less importance. 
And I knew why. I was stalling. It was a 
case of plain procrastination because 
I couldn’t face this most unpleasant 
task that I felt unqualified to deal 
with.

Eventually, I forced myself to go be-
cause I knew I had to. It was my job, 
and they were waiting for me. And 
guess what happened? Lo and behold! 
There were no hysterics, no challeng-
es thrown in my face about “where 
was G-d?” I was actually able to deal 
with the family and their questions. 
And I discovered then that they didn’t 
really expect me to wave any magic 
wands or resurrect the dead or answer 
for G-d. They felt comforted by my 
presence and were grateful that I was 
there for them and with them in their 
hour of need.

It was a very important lesson for 
me and a growth point in my rabbin-
ical practice. Experience really is a 
fantastic teacher.

I would venture to add that it ap-
plies to each of us in our Jewish lives. 
So many people are reluctant to get 
involved. Too many are intimidated 
by shul, and because they are not con-
fident enough about synagogue proto-
col or their Hebrew literacy, they sim-
ply opt out—and lose out. I can attest 
to hundreds of Jews of every age and 
stage who have been in that very posi-
tion and then began coming to shul. It 
didn’t take them long at all to feel part 
of the shul family, and they’ve never 
looked back. But this most spiritual-
ly gratifying part of their lives would 
never have been theirs if they hadn’t 
taken that first brave step.

“Come and do,” said Moshe to his 
humble and hesitant brother. Aharon 
came and did, and the rest is history. 

Rabbi Yossy Goldman was born in Brooklyn 
and was sent in 1976 by the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
as an emissary to serve the Jewish community 
of Johannesburg, South Africa. He is Senior 
Rabbi of the Sydenham Shul and president of the 
South African Rabbinical Association. His sefer 
“From Where I Stand: Life Messages from the 
Weekly Torah Reading” was published by Ktav 
and is available at Jewish book shops or online 
at www.ktav.com.

They didn’t really expect 
me to resurrect the dead 
or answer for G-d.

FROM WHERE I STAND
By Rabbi Yossy Goldman
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Crossword: Going Green
Across

1. Lake who had a talk show
6. Feed for hogs
10. Dunk
14. First name in anti-Semitism 

today, to many
15. A Mrs. Charlie Chaplin
16. Sound of music
17. Schnozz operatives
20. Kotb of note
21. Contact lens solutions
22. Treif in a can
25. Navy’s C.I.A.
27. #1 draft pick Deandre Ayton, for 

one
28. Morning minyan item
31. Yomi preceder
34. Red vision
35. Name that can partner with Gail
36. World leaders often have large 

ones
37. Ireland’s palindromic coronation 

stone, ___ Fáil
38. What the green do with the items 

in 17, 28, 48, and 60-Across
42. ___-a-Lago
43. He raised Samuel
44. Mets div.
45. They might be heading back North 

now
47. Biblical talk: Abbr.
48. What a new chatan will often do
51. Word after “Borei,” often
52. M.D.’s right hands
53. George’s W., e.g.
54. Neil Diamond hit
58. “Sure”
60. This publication, e.g.
65. To ___ ___ (everybody)
66. Kitchen or bachelor add-on
67. Two Prime Ministers
68. Tenant’s payment
69. Lightly blacken
70. Piece of Gemara

Down
1. Shred
2. Not 100%
3. Hornets, on the scoreboard
4. Disputed Asian land
5. Interested
6. Declaration from one who won’t be 

outdone
7. Part of L.A.P.D.
8. Burden
9. Way to get high in Eilat?
10. Gertrude of rose fame
11. Cuckoo
12. Designer Klein
13. Something to clean up
18. Judaism no-no
19. Gulper’s sound
22. Julia in the “Bourne” movies
23. Colony to be avoided
24. Dreyfus, e.g.
26. 12 months from today
29. Curb Your Enthusiasm character’s 

nickname
30. Channel across the pond
31. Lessen
32. Sampras rival
33. Woodlands
39. Adds to one’s coff ers
40. 2016 W.S. losers to the Cubs
41. It may be beaten
46. Seder guest
48. Judaism’s most ancient ritual
49. One who is aware
50. Poses
51. Computer menu option
54. Like an unshut door
55. Funny image, nowadays
56. Actor McGregor
57. Part of a pot on the table
59. Strong animals
61. TLV letters
62. Bulldog cousin
63. First name in ice cream
64. Cape Town’s country: Abbr.

Solution To Previous Crossword: 
Name Unspoken

Puzzle appeared on Page 50 of the March 22 issue.

Jewish Spelling Bee
How many common 

words of 5 or more let-
ters can you spell using 
the letters in the hive? 
Every answer must use 
the center letter at least 
once. Letters may be re-
used in a word. At least 
one word will use all 7 
letters and have a direct 
Jewish connection. Prop-
er names and hyphenated 
words are not allowed. 
Score 1 point for each an-
swer, and 3 points for a 
Jewish-related word that 
uses all 7 letters.

Rating: 16=Good; 
20=Excellent; 25=Genius

Common solutions to 
last week’s Spelling Bee: Midrash, midrashim. Amass, amish, amiss, armada, arma-
das, disarm, disarms, dismiss, drama, dramas, hamsa, harms, hasidism, imams, mad-
am, madams, maids, maims, mamas, marsh, midair, sashimi, shadim, shammash, 
shammashim, shams, smash.

PUZZLES
By Yoni Glatt
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THE LIGHT OF TORAH IS DRIVING AWAY 
THE DARKNESS OF ANTI-RELIGIOUS 
INCITEMENT IN TEVERIA
BY CHAIM GOLD

It was a serious meeting at 
the home of the senior rosh 
yeshiva of Ponovezh, HaR-

av Gershon Edelstein, shlita. 
One might even call it somber. 
At the meeting, a number of 
prominent rabbanim and en-
ergetic askanim from Teveria 
were consulting with the rosh 
yeshiva about what they should 
do about the assault on Hash-
em—nothing less—which was 
transpiring in their city.

Reb David Ohana, a member 
of the City Council of Teveria 
for Degel HaTorah, related, 
“The new mayor of Teveria, Ron 
Kubi, has only one agenda: At-
tacking religion and especially 
charedim. He has declared war 
on Shabbos, busing in people 
from Tel Aviv to participate in 
chillul Shabbos festivals on the 
Kinneret and even trucking in 
snow from Mount Chermon for 
a snow-fun festival on Shabbos. 
We realized that something 

had to be done, so we went to 
consult with the venerated rosh 
yeshiva of Ponovezh. We pro-
posed perhaps making a mas-
sive demonstration on behalf of 
Shabbos by having a citywide 
Kabbalas Shabbos in the street 
where thousands would come 
out to daven in the city’s main 
thoroughfare, thereby showing 
how important Shabbos is to ev-
eryone in Teveria, not just to the 
chareidim, but to the vast major-
ity of the residents who are tra-

ditional Sephardim,” Mr. Ohana 
explained.

Rav Gershon looked at us and, 
in his clear, deliberate way, said, 
“Demonstrations are not the way 

to go. You must be mischazek, 
strengthen yourselves and 
strengthen others, in shemiras 
Shabbos, in keeping Shabbos, in 
learning the halachos of Shab-
bos, and, in general, raising the 
level of limud haTorah in town. 
That is the antidote to a rabidly 
anti-religious demagogue and 
rabble-rouser like Ron Kubi.”

Spiritual Attack, 
Spiritual Response

It is against this backdrop and 
in light of this advice from the 
rosh yeshiva that Dirshu will be 
making a large siyum and eve-
ning of chizuk this coming Sun-
day, 24 Adar II/ March 31 at the 
Mofet Hall in Teveria.

According to Dirshu repre-
sentative Rabbi Nati Weing-
arten, who has been intensely 
involved in the plans for the si-
yum, “Rav Gershon has declared 
that the response to attacks on 
Torah, on Shabbos and on our 
way of life has to be spiritual in 
nature. Dirshu has dedicated 
itself to several innovative and 
exciting ways to enhance the 
spiritual lives of Teveria’s Jews. 
The siyum that we will be mak-
ing on Masechta Chullin, the 
masechta that the daf ha’yomi 
is soon completing, is just the 
beginning of our eff orts to spir-
itually fortify the city as an an-
tidote to the barrage of attacks 
perpetrated by the anti-Torah 
mayor. The siyum will be a re-
markable demonstration of ach-
dus. Sephardim, Ashkenazim, 
Chassidim, and Litvish Yidden 
will come together to partici-
pate k’ish echad b’lev achad, to 
celebrate the completion of a 
masechta and, even more so, to 
accept upon themselves the ol 
Torah, the yoke of Torah, in the 
numerous new programs that 
Dirshu will be starting, encour-
aging, and promoting in Teve-
ria,” said Rabbi Weingarten. 
In addition, leading Sephardic 
and Ashkenazic rabbanim from 
Teveria will grace the occasion 
and they will be joined by some 
of the most prominent Sephardi 
and Ashkenazi gedolim in Klal 
Yisrael.

Dirshu is also planning a wide 
array of new Torah projects for 
the wider Teveria community 
as the ultimate response to such 
anti-religious provocation.

Overfl ow crowd at a previous Dirshu Kinyan Shas Bechina
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Torah Observance 
Is Increasing 
In Teveria, 
Not The Opposite

David Ohana gave a bit of background 
to the upheaval in Teveria. “Teveria has 
always been a traditional city where the 
majority of the population was Sephardic. 
For years, the vast majority of the resi-
dents had a warm place in their hearts for 
religious observance, even if they them-
selves were not completely observant.

“In recent years, the religious presence 
in the city has grown tremendously. To-
day 55% of the kindergarten children are 
religious. Joining the signifi cant Sephar-
dic religious community, Karlin and San-
zer Chassidus have established neighbor-
hoods with hundreds of young families 
combined. The Litvish community has 
also recently established a signifi cant 
presence.”

David Ohana continues, “This renais-
sance of religious life has created the per-
fect backdrop for a demagogue like Ron 
Kubi to step in. Kubi is not even a resident 
of Teveria. He and his family live in Tel 
Aviv. A few years ago, he ‘moved’ to Teve-
ria by renting a one-room, portable cara-
van, coming to Teveria, walking around 
town and taking daily videos with his 
phone and uploading them to Facebook. 
Even now that he actually rents an apart-
ment in Teveria, his family still resides in 
Tel Aviv, and it is that secular atmosphere 
that is so characteristic of Tel Aviv that he 
seeks to bring to Teveria. He is a one-is-
sue candidate who has based his cam-
paign and his candidacy on stoking the 
fears of an impending charedi ‘takeover’ 
of the city.

“Sadly, his strategy worked and now he 
is doing everything he can to secularize 
the city. He has threatened storeowners 
who insist on being closed on Shabbos, he 
has brought public transportation to the 
city and has specifi cally stoked religious 
tension by insisting on making loud, gar-
ish, and often immoral public festivals on 
Shabbos to spite the sensitivities of the 
religious public.”

The Counter-Revolution
The Dirshu siyum is just the beginning 

of the Torah counterrevolution. “Dirshu 
has dedicated itself,” says Rabbi Weing-
arten, “to strengthen the learning of daf 
ha’yomi in the city and will open a mini-
mum of ten new daf ha’yomi shiurim for 
the start of Masechta Bechoros. In order 
to do this, they have already started giving 
a course to aspiring maggidei shiur from 
Teveria to help them cultivate the ability 
to properly structure and deliver a shiur 

so as to derive maximum benefi t to their 
listeners. Dirshu is also in the process 
of trying to rejuvenate and transform a 
number of the city’s shuls to make them 
into Torah centers. As a traditional city, 
Teveria has many shuls but, sadly, most 
are closed throughout the day and barely 
scratch together a minyan for Shacha-
ris, Minchah, and Ma’ariv. Dirshu will be 

starting new shiurim in many of those 
shuls in what is hoped will be a harbinger 
of a Torah revolution.”

In addition, Rav Hofstedter, the nasi 
of Dirshu, with the encouragement of 
gedolei Yisrael, has waived the usual six-
test threshold generally required before 

earning a Dirshu stipend in Eretz Yisrael. 
Any person from Teveria who joins one 
of Dirshu’s programs will immediately be 
included in the program.”

Rabbi Avigdor Berenstein, a senior 
member of Dirshu’s hanhalah in Eretz 
Yisrael, related, “Last week I attended 
a major gathering of distinguished rab-
banim in Teveria. They are very excit-

ed about the burst of spiritual energy 
that Dirshu is investing in the city. Our 
objective is not to make demonstra-
tions and not to enter into confl ict with 
Mayor Kubi. We will leave that for the 
politicians. What we are doing is in the 
spirit of ‘me’at ohr doche harbei min 

ha’choshech, a bit of light drives away a 
lot of darkness.’”

Certainly, the light of Torah being 
learned and taught by lomdei Dirshu will 
increase Torah learning among all of 
Teveria’s residents and will ensure that 
Teveria will remain one of the four holy 
cities in Eretz Yisrael that radiates kedu-
shah to the entire land. 

“Dirshu has dedicated 
itself to strengthen the 
learning of Daf HaYomi 
in the city.”

Dirshu participants at a previous Kinyan Halacha test
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PARASHAT SHEMINI: 
KOHANIM AND THEIR LIVESTOCK
BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
Torah VeHa’aretz Institute

“These are the contaminated ones 
among the teeming animals that 

teem upon the earth” (Vayikra 11:29). 
“All these instances of uncleanness are 
not to prohibit eating, but for actual un-
cleanness, (i.e.) to become unclean by 
touching them; and he is forbidden to eat 
terumah and holy sacrifi ces, and to enter 
into the sanctuary” (Rashi, ad loc.).

The Use Of 
Terumah Today

Years ago, I was invited behind the 
scenes of the safari in Ramat Gan. There 

I saw crates of vegetables with a sign 
something along the following lines: 
“These vegetables are terumah. Do not 
eat! Eating is a punishable off ense.” 
When I asked the head manager of the 
safari if what was written on the sign 
was serious, since the safari employees 
are not necessarily mitzvah observant, 
he confi rmed that it was; just a few days 
prior, two Arab workers were fi red be-
cause they ate from the vegetables ear-
marked as terumah.

Some of the gifts that we give from 
our produce even today, in the absence 

of the Beit HaMikdash, can only be eat-
en in a state of ritual purity by kohanim 
(this includes terumah gedolah, terumat 
ma’aser, and challah) or by all Jews (for 
ma’aser sheini and neta revay). Ma’aser 
rishon, in contrast, is not sacred; even 
though it should be given to a Levi, any-
one can eat it, even when impure. The 

same holds true for ma’aser ani. Cur-
rently, we are all considered teme’ei 
meitim, impure due to contact with the 
dead. Since we cannot eat any of the 
gifts that may only be eaten in a state of 
purity, we set aside the minimum that is 
Biblically mandated and destroy or re-
deem it (as in the case of ma’aser sheini 

or neta revay), since the kohen or owner 
cannot otherwise use the gifts.

Destroying terumah is not always 
necessary, however; there are instances 
where kohanim may benefi t from these 
gifts. In the case of impure olive oil, for 
example, kohanim may use terumah oil 
as lamp oil (Shabbat or Chanukah can-

dles, etc.). Moreover, when necessary, 
kohanim may feed terumah fruits and 
vegetables to their livestock. Since the 
amounts of terumah gedolah and teru-
mat ma’aser can be considerably large 
in the agricultural sector (a little more 
than 1% of the yield), we can “rescue” 
this food and feed it to the livestock of 
kohanim. Zoos can sell their animals to 
kohanim (similar to selling chametz to a 
non-Jew), and then we can feed terumah 
gedolah and terumat ma’aser to the an-
imals in the zoo, which now belong to a 
kohen.

This creates a somewhat bizarre sit-
uation: the ones for whom the lofty na-
ture of kehunah is most overtly manifest 
today—in terms of the priestly gifts, at 
least—are the kohen’s animals!

It seems that this technical halachic 
loophole conveys a deep message, which 
teaches us something about the verse 
“Man has no superiority over the beast” 
(Kohelet 3:19). Humans, created in G-d’s 
image with free will, can use this power of 
choice to ascend to the loftiest of heights; 
however, humans can also plunge to the 
deepest of spiritual chasms. The great-
er the person’s potential, the greater the 
distance between the highest and lowest 
point they are capable of achieving. For 
Jews, this range is greater than for gen-
tiles (“you are called ‘man,’ and idol wor-
shippers are not called ‘man,’” is stated 
in the context of contracting impurity 
from a dead man inside a sheltering [tu-
mat ohel]; that is, only a Jewish corpse 
can impart spiritual contamination in 
an enclosed structure!); a talmid cha-
cham more so than a regular Jew (“the 
greater one is, the greater one’s evil in-
clination;” [Sukkah 52a]; also, someone 
who studied Torah and left the fold is 
much worse than someone who didn’t 
learn at all) [Pesachim 49b]. In contrast, 
the animal cannot employ free will to 
ascend to lofty heights of spirituality, 
but at the same time it cannot plummet 
to depths of spiritual decadence. This is 
why during their lifetimes, animals do 
not transmit impurity and are also not 
receptacles of impurity (the impurity of 
a sheretz or neveilah only sets in after the 
animal’s death).

While an animal cannot uplift itself 
through its own free-will choices, hu-
mans’ free-will choices can elevate the 
animals around them. We see this with 
the donkey of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa 
on the one hand (Avot D’Rabi Natan 8), 
and the moral corruption of the animals 

INSIGHTS ON THE TORAH

Continued on Page 56

Today, the animals 
in the possession 
of a kohen manifest 
the sanctity of kehunah.



55
5

 T
O

W
N

S
 J

E
W

IS
H

 T
IM

E
S

 •  M
a

rch
 2

9
, 2

0
1

9



56
M

a
rc

h
 2

9
, 2

0
1

9
 •

 5
 T

O
W

N
S

 J
E

W
IS

H
 T

IM
E

S

in the generation of the fl ood, 
on the other hand. In this spir-
it, the Ramchal (Rabbi Moshe 
Chaim Luzzato, 18th century, 
Italy) writes in Mesillas Ye-
sharim (chapter one): “For all 
creatures are greatly uplifted 
when they serve the ‘whole 
man,’ who is sanctifi ed with the 
holiness of the Blessed One” 
(Shraga Silverstein trans.).

Disadvantage 
As An Advantage

Paradoxically, today the an-
imals in the possession of a 
kohen manifest the sanctity 
of kehunah, while the kohen 
himself may not eat terumah. 
This informs us of the spiritual 

descent of the Jewish People 
in general, kohanim includ-
ed, which prevents them from 
eating terumat Hashem, the 
“off ering of the L-rd.” Yet ke-
hunah persists, and the mitzvot 
associated with kehunah (such 
as birkat kohanim and the abil-
ity to redeem fi rstborns), as 
well as the prohibitions linked 
with kehunah (the injunction 
against coming in contact with 
the dead and marrying certain 
women) still apply to kohanim 
even today. And their sacred 
status also applies to their pos-
sessions. It is precisely because 
a kohen’s possessions cannot 
become elevated, unlike the in-
dividual kohanim themselves, 
that they cannot descend spir-
itually like him—and thus can 
partake of the terumah, while 

their owner cannot.
May it be G-d’s will that He 

sprinkle upon us pure waters, 
and all of us—kohanim, Levi’im, 
and Yisraelim, will be able to 
eat in purity from what He will 
give us with an open and out-
stretched hand! 

Rabbi Moshe Bloom is head of 
the English department of Torah 
VeHa’aretz Institute. Torah 
VeHa’aretz Institute (the Institute 
for Torah and the Land of Israel) 
engages in research, public 
education, and the application of 
contemporary halachic issues that 
come to the fore in the bond between 
Torah and the Land of Israel today. 
Recently, the Institute opened an 
English department to cater to the 
English-speaking public living in 
Israel and abroad. For additional 
information and inquiries, e-mail 
h.moshe@toraland.org.il or call 972-
8-684-7325.

The Community is invited to a special
Leadership and Education Conference 

in honor of 
Yeshivat Har Etzion’s 50th Anniversary and the 

Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash for Women at Migdal Oz’s 
20th Anniversary

Grand Hyatt Hotel NYC

A unique opportunity to hear distinguished faculty of Yeshivat Har Etzion and Migdal Oz and 
alumni and alumnae in communal leadership positions address the contemporary challenges 

impacting the Jewish community in Israel and the Diaspora today.

Speakers will include 
 

 
 

Topics will include

www.thegushdinner.org usoffice@haretzion.org
 

Registration and couvert required for dinner attendance 
To see full schedule, visit www.thegushdinner.org/jubilee-conference/

PARASHAT SHEMINI
Continued from Page 54

SLAVE OF THE NAZIS
The Life Of Marton Sternberg, Part 5

In Part 4, Marton arrives in 
Auschwitz and is given a 
prisoner number and uni-

form.
After a few weeks in Aus-

chwitz, Marton and his group, 
those who survived the fi rst 
selection, were boarded on to 
trains and shipped to Wuste-
giersdorf, known as Gluszyca 

in Poland, near the Czecho-
slovakian border. It was a 
short ride, a couple hundred 
kilometers from Auschwitz. 
Wustegiersdorf was one of 
the many sub-camps of the 
huge Gross-Rosen concentra-
tion and labor camp complex. 
Many of these camps were 
interconnected with the huge 
and wholly secret Project 
Riese.

The Wustegiersdorf labor 
camp was built in April 1944 
and was mainly populated by 
Hungarian and some Polish 
Jewish slave laborers. As an 
add-on in the vast complex, 
it was not ready to accommo-
date the laborers at fi rst. But 
the needs of the German war 
eff ort dictated that it be built 
in haste to accommodate Ger-
man labor needs.

Marton had no idea what lay 
in store for them. They were 
housed in a large building that 
was reputed to belong to the 
large Perutz textile company. 
By the time Marton’s group 
was housed there, it did not 
exhibit any evidence of ever 
having been a textile factory. 
No machines, knitting mills, 
or tables or furniture of any 
kind were visible anywhere.

Marton was, well-acquaint-
ed with the Perutz name. Just 
a few blocks from his house 
on Eszterhazy Street in Pápa 
loomed the large Perutz tex-
tile factory. The Perutz broth-
ers came from Bohemia and 
established their factory in 
Pápa. They employed hun-
dreds of townsfolk as one of 
the main employers in town.

But this large building was 
empty. There was no place for 
them to sleep, eat, or bathe. 
Actually, there was no run-
ning water at all. They were 
housed there for six weeks. 
After a day or two they began 
to receive some coff ee, which 
they used to wash up and to 
shave.

They were taken to a near-
by forest where they cut down 
trees with handsaws. Short-
ly after, they were taken to 
build roads in the forest and 
to carve huge ditches in the 
mountain.

The situation was not too 
dire—yet. They were still in 
pretty good condition and had 
energy for the hard physical 
labor. Just as Marton was get-

THE RIGHT VIEW
By Alex Sternberg

Continued on Page 60
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50 years of 
Passionate Religious 

Commitment

50 years of the Gush

The Etzion Foundation is pleased to invite you to join its 

Jubilee Gala Celebration

1:45pm Har Etzion Leadership & Education Conference

5:15pm  Special Exhibition and Gala Dinner
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ting used to the daily tree-cutting and 
road-building, the SS announced that 
they were establishing various trade 
workshops near the camp. There was 
a mad rush to join one of these work-
shops, as they all understood that work-
ing in one meant more food and better 
treatment. The road-building and 
ditch-digging was far too exhausting.

After a few days, Marton finally got 
into the shoemaker shop. The shops 
were located about six kilometers from 
the main camp, not a terrible distance 
to walk daily. As a shoe salesman, he 
figured he had a better understanding 
of making shoes than trying the other 
trades. But he was wrong. Apparently, 

selling shoes had little to do with mak-

ing them. Furthermore, they were al-
tering shoes and boots taken from the 
feet of the dead Russian prisoners for 
use by Germans. Everything was re-
cycled to help the German war effort. 
The work was not going well. The tools 
felt awkward and alien in his hands. 
As the SS soldier supervising the shop 
looked on, one of the Jews next to him 
saw his agony as he was trying to look 
like he was repairing shoes.

“You have no idea what you’re 
doing,” he whispered, so the Nazi 
wouldn’t overhear. Marton looked 
at him and whispered back, “You are 
right, but you will teach me—and we 
will both live.”

Terrified that they would get no-
ticed, Marton kept a vigilant eye on 
his petrified neighbor, trying to copy 

what he was doing. Within a few 

days, though, he was getting the hang 
of shoemaking. He began to breathe 
easier, more confident at his growing 
skills. His neighbor was also relaxing. 
The shoemaker shop was one of the 
most popular in the labor camp hier-
archy. As the other laborers returned 
to Wustegiersdorf from their day’s 
hard labor, they would crowd around 
the outside of the shop. No one was al-
lowed to enter, not even unauthorized 
German officers. In typical German 
fashion, rules governed life. And the 
rules prohibited anyone else from en-
tering the shoemaker and tailor shops.

After Marton’s shift was over, be-
fore they returned to the main camp, 

he and the other cobblers would repair 
the shoes of the other Jews. This was 
a G-d-send, as they only received the 
leftover shoes that were falling apart. 
Often by nightfall, the shoes on their 
feet fell apart. This could be deadly, 
walking in the Polish or German win-
ter. Many developed frostbite and had 
toes amputated after liberation. Even 
Marton retained a souvenir from his 
walking in Poland. His disfigured and 
frozen toes testified to the bitter cold 
of Poland.

Marton fixed shoes for about four 
months.

RIGHT VIEW
Continued from Page 56

Continued on Page 66

Tunnels in the Owl Mountains, Project Riese
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The daily walk to and from the shop 
had other dangers as well. As they left 
the main camp, the Germans forced 
everyone to sing. After all, “Arbeit 
Macht Frei,” or “Work Sets You Free,” 
was the slogan in all the camps. With 
winter setting in, the temperature be-
gan to drop. Not only the feet but the 
hands also felt the bitter-cold winds. 
As they walked, Marton put his hands 
in his pocket to warm them up. But one 
of the SS saw him doing it, and, insofar 
as he was not permitted such leisure, 
the SS came over and hit Marton forc-
ibly on his back. Told to take his hands 
out, he walked on, singing with cold 
hands.

Life was becoming somewhat rou-
tine. Even the once-empty building 
was getting fixed up a bit. Carpenter 
Jews were brought in and they made 
double-decker beds in long rows. Now 
each Jew had his own bed and space. 
This was more humane than in Aus-
chwitz and most of the other camps.

One day, Marton was able to save 

a piece of bread by eating a little less 
each day. He had an extra piece. He got 
a hold of bootlaces and tied the piece 
of bread with the laces. He placed the 
bread on his chest under his shirt. 
One could never trust anyone. He fell 
asleep. When he awoke in the morn-
ing, the bootlace with the bread was 
gone. What could he do? He realized 
that it was not a safe way to hide bread.

But the days of Wustegiersdorf were 
nearing an end. The makeshift camp, 
although it was constantly enlarged 
to accommodate the additional labor-
ers needed, was becoming obsolete. 
Diverted from its original purpose of 
supporting Project Riese (more de-
tails of this super-secret German war 
effort to follow), it was shifting loca-
tions as well as priority in the German 
“victory” plans. Now, it was doubling 
as a workshop for road construction 
and as a storehouse of food and clothes 
with an administration center for the 
commander of the Riese Project.

The camp was evacuated in Febru-
ary 1945, with Marton and the rest of 
the prisoners walking for days in the 
bitter cold and snow. Food was once 

again scarce, and the pace was rushed. 
As nighttime approached, the SS 
found stables and toolsheds to store 
the Jews. These stables and sheds 
had wooden planks built inside to 
store tools and instruments. Marton 
was forced to climb onto the planks to 
sleep. But the space was so scarce that 
relaxing among the cramped, smelly 
laborers was almost impossible. Once 
they climbed up, there was virtually 
no room for any movement. Trying 
to sleep one night, Marton stretched 
out his arm over his head and rested 
it on a pole behind his head. Someone 
screamed out for him to remove his 
hand. As Marton tried to look at the 
person yelling, he suddenly felt a knife 
slashing into his arm. Blood began to 
squirt out of the cut. He removed his 
arm and attempted to stop the bleed-
ing as best as he could. Without any 
doctors or medical equipment, it was 
very difficult. After a few more days 
marching toward their new desti-
nation, the bleeding finally stopped. 
They arrived in a gigantic camp called 
Parschnitz, back in Germany.

After a few days in Parschnitz, they 

boarded the train and traveled to Ber-
gen-Belsen.

The march from Wustegiersdorf be-
gan on February 16, and they finally 
reached Bergen-Belsen in the begin-
ning of April. They had spent a couple 
of weeks on the road.

“Projekt Riese”
Riese, German for “giant,” was the 

name of a construction project of Nazi 
Germany undertaken from 1943–
1945. This project was enormous in 
scope and imagination, but perhaps 
way too ambitious for a government 
stripped of its vital resources due to a 
losing and costly war.

It consisted of seven underground 
structures built into the Owl Moun-
tains in Lower Silesia, previously of 
Germany but now in Poland. The exact 
purpose of these tunnels is not known, 
not even its complete size. The Na-
zis never completed this project and 
seemed to have destroyed all plans and 
records at the end of the war. Several 
theories have been proposed as to the 
purpose of the project. One was that 
it was intended as a “Fuhrer Bunker,” 
with an entire underground city to 
support it. Another theory was that it 
was an underground weapons factory 
built to develop rockets, V1 and V2 and 
the V5, and nuclear bombs.

The headquarters of Project Riese 
was in Wustegiersdorf (or Gluszyca, in 
Polish), and it utilized over 13,000 slave 
laborers from surrounding concentra-
tion camps, including Auschwitz. Over 
5,000 people died as a result of this 
project. The laborers were all Jews, 
mainly from Hungary and Poland. Mar-
ton was shipped out on February 16, 
shortly before the Germans scrapped 
the entire enterprise and closed all 
supporting camps around it. 

Dr. Alex Sternberg authored the forthcoming 
book “Recipes from Auschwitz–My Parents’ 
Story of the Murder of Hungarian Jewry.” He is 
a lifelong student of Jewish history, focusing on 
the development of Zionism and the Holocaust. 
He is presently teaching graduate studies and 
is active in several pro-Israel organizations. 
He is a retired research doctor in children’s 
pulmonary health and a master karate 
instructor. Read more of Dr. Sternberg’s articles 
at 5TJT.com.

RIGHT VIEW
Continued from Page 60

Visit 5TJT.com 

for exclusive 

“Soon By You” 

interviews 

and blogs and 

additional 

Dating Forum 

discussions.
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Willow View Estates 
Plans Bring Woe 
To Woodmere

BY MARIO ALEX JOSEPH 

AND PETER STEIN
Presidium, Five Towns Civic Association

The developer who purchased the 
Woodmere Club property has taken the 
initial fi rst step of the legal process of 
fi ling a preliminary major subdivision 
for the property. The proposed name is 
Willow View Estates. We refer to it as 
“The Sixth Town.” The developer has 
proposed to subdivide the land into 
285 single family lots based on current 
zoning in place in each of the munic-
ipalities. (Town of Hempstead, 248; 
Lawrence, 10; Woodsburgh, 17 units en-
tirely within the ten units that straddle 
both villages). The preliminary subdi-
vision also depicts new roadways that 
would provide access to the subdivision 
from Broadway, Meadow Drive/Ivy Hill 
Road, Keen Lane/Railroad Avenue, 
Rutherford Lane, and Tulip Street.

Last week, the NCPC (Nassau Coun-
ty Planning Commission) offi  cially de-
clared itself lead agency for the required 
environmental review under the NYS 
Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA). The NCPC then declared the 
proposal Type 1 (likely to have very sig-
nifi cant environmental impacts) and is-
sued a “positive declaration” requiring 
preparation of a full environmental im-
pact statement. This is the most rigor-
ous environmental review standard un-
der SEQRA. The next step in the SEQRA 
process will be a public “scoping ses-
sion” to determine the subject matters 
and parameters of the environmental 
review. The date for the scoping session 
has not yet been determined. Our attor-
ney (Howard Avrutine) will be following 
up on that. It was also announced that 
this project now has its own website 
with the proposed subdivision map (last 
page) as well as all documents in con-
nection with the application.

h t t p s : //w w w . n a s s a u c o u n t y n y .
gov/4717/Willow-View-Estates-Subdi-
vision-SEQR?fb clid=IwAR07mSnsyvR-
feE7IxHb7BBrfUXIoZvB_hmH_ktAuH-
dzmrs2y2NqafVG6DSU

This is just a preliminary application. 
It is by no means the fi nal subdivision 
plan. No decisions have been made and 
no decisions can be made until full and 
comprehensive impact studies are com-
pleted by the developer. We understand 
that there are many rumors fl oating 
around out there, but the facts can be 
found on this website. Obviously, this 
proposed scenario illustrates that the 
developer is planning to build a “Sixth 
Town” to the maximum allowed by cur-
rent law. Note that there is nothing in 
this plan that would benefi t the great-
er Five Towns community. There is no 
dedicated public space or park planned. 
The addition of a “Sixth Town” with an 
infl ux of hundreds of homes would dev-
astate our already densely populated 
neighborhood and congested roadways 
that feel more and more like a city than 

the suburbs we want for ourselves and 
our families. This will negatively aff ect 
traffi  c, parking, property values, tax-
es, the environment, fl ooding, utilities, 
emergency services, sanitation, and 
overall quality of life. Even if you don’t 
live anywhere near the golf course, this 
will negatively impact your quality of 
life. We plan to fi ght this as vigorously as 
possible.

At the same time we are awaiting a re-
port from Councilman Bruce Blakeman 
and Councilman Anthony D’Esposito 
on the potential to create a district park 
rather than allowing the land to be de-
veloped. We have not received an update 
from them on this option since it was 
mentioned by them in May 2018. We 
must continue to pressure all our elect-
ed offi  cials to advocate on our behalf and 
do everything in their power to stop this 
nightmare from becoming a reality.

Here is what you can do to help:
Donations to fund 5 Towns Civic 

Association legal team and market-
ing materials. Via PayPal at 5TCA.
org or via check to 5TCA P.O. Box 462 
Woodmere, NY 11598. The suggested 
donation is $500 but any amount is ap-
preciated.

Write e-mails. Lawrence Mayor 
Alex Edelman mayor@villageofl aw-

rence.org; Cedarhurst Mayor Benjamin 
Weinstock mayor@cedarhurst.gov; 
Woodsburgh Mayor Lee Israel mayor@
woodsburghny.com; Hewlett Neck May-
or Ross Epstein villages3@optimum.
net; Hewlett Bay Park Mayor Steven 
Kaufman villages3@optimum.net; How-
ard Kopel Legislative District 7 hkopel@

POLITICAL ROUNDUP
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nassaucountyny.gov and sign his pe-
tition https://forms.nassaucountyny.
gov/agencies/Legis/LD/07/wccpetition.
php; Denise Ford Legislative District 4 
dford@nassaucountyny.org; TOH Su-
pervisor Laura Gillen lgillen@tohmail.
org; TOH Councilman Bruce Blakeman 
bblakeman@tohmail.org; TOH Council-
man Anthony D’Esposito adesposito@
tohmail.org;  TOH Councilman Ed-
ward Ambrosino eambrosino@tohmail.
org; TOH Councilman Dennis Dunne 
ddunnesr@tohmail.org; TOH Council-
woman Erin King Sweeney ekingswee-
ney@tohmail.org; TOH Councilwoman 
Dorothy Goosby dgoosby@tohmail.org; 
Nassau County Executive Laura Cur-
ran lcurran@nassaucountyny.gov; Sean 
Sallie, Deputy Commissioner ssallie@
nassaucountyny.gov; NCPC (Nassau 
County Planning Commission) jper-
rakis@nassaucountyny.gov.

As always, 5TCA is always looking for 
volunteers, so please let us know if you 
have a profession, skill, talent, or time to 
help us. Together we can make a diff er-
ence. 

Lawrence Civic 
Association Meeting, 
March 28

The Lawrence Association Meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, March 28, 8:00 
p.m. at the Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire 
Department, 75 Washington Avenue.

The session will focus on the quality 
of water in the Village of Lawrence with 
NY American Water President Linda 
Dimenna and Richard Kern, VP of op-
erations. Parking in Cedarhurst mu-
nicipal lot across from LCFD. Protect 
our neighborhood and quality of life. To 
learn more, e-mail LawrenceCivicNY@
gmail.com or visit LawrenceCivic.com. 

Camp Directors Express 
Appreciation To 
Assemblyman Simcha 
Eichenstein For Safety 
Initiative

Assemblyman Simcha Eichenstein 
recently proposed an addition to the 
New York State budget that has been 
heralded as an important and inno-
vative breakthrough by community 
leaders and summer-camp directors. 
Concerned for the safety and security 
of tens of thousands of city children 
who will be making their way to sum-
mer sleepaway camps, most of which 
are located in upstate New York, As-
semblyman Eichenstein is propos-
ing that the Securing Communities 
Against Hate Crimes grant program be 
expanded to include summer camps.

The Securing Communities Against 
Hate Crimes grant program was intro-
duced two years ago by Governor An-
drew Cuomo in order to boost safety 
and security at New York’s nonpublic 
schools, day-care centers, and cultural 
museums at heightened risk of hate-
crime attacks. Under this program, 
eligible institutions could apply for 
capital funding grants that would pro-
vide alarm systems, fencing, security 
doors, and other safety measures.

Eichenstein’s proposal for expan-
sion to summer camps, which is out-
lined in a letter he sent to Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie, was signed onto 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY NUMBER

718.854.4548
Visi t  Misaskim.org for more informat ion

Understanding Tragedy with Compassion, Coordinating Crisis with Expertise

Misaskim - Community Preparedness At All Times

Prepared for any eventuality

Name of Niftar/Nifteres Family Members Address of Shiva Area Minyanim Getting Up

R’ Yaakov 
Pinkhasov z”l

Mrs. Victoria Pinkhasova Wife
R’ Michael Pinkhasov Son
R’ Yuri Pinkhasov Son
Mrs. Laurissa Ustayeva Daughter

64-39 98th St #6B 
64th Rd & 65th Ave

Rego Park, 
Queens

Friday
(3/29/19)
Afternoon

Rebbetzin 
Shula Kazen 
z”l

Mrs. Rosa Marasow Sister
Mrs. Rochel Levin Sister
Mrs. Dvonia Alevsky Daughter
Mrs. Henya Laine Daughter
Mrs. Bluma Wineberg Daughter
Mrs. Rivka Kotlarsky Daughter
Mrs. Rochel Goldman Daughter

658 Montgomery St 
#1C, Brooklyn Ave & 
Kingston Ave

Crown 
Heights

Shacharis: 9:00
Mincha: B’zmano
Maariv: Following

Friday
(3/29/19)
Afternoon

R’ Eddie Steel 
z”l

R’ Shmuel Steele Son 87 Southgate Dr 
Fessler Dr & 
Manchester Dr

Spring 
Valley

Monday
(4/01/19)
Morning

R’ Gil Polinsky 
z”l

Mrs. Harriet Polinsky Wife
R’ Elimelech Polinsky Brother
R’ Shabsie Polisky Son
R’ Dovid Polinsky Son
Mrs. Bashie Colton Daughter

1005 E 19th St 
Ave I & Ave J
R’ Elimelech sitting in 
Flatbush at 1187 E 22nd St

Flatbush Monday
(4/01/19)
Morning

R’ Harold 
Kutsher z”l

Mrs. Henny Kutsher Mother
R’ Jeffrey Kutsher Brother
Mrs. Pamela Metzger Sister

129 Ridge Ave 
Brook Ave & Passaic Ave

Passaic, NJ Shacharis: 7:00
Mincha: 7:00
Maariv: Following

Monday
(4/01/19)
Morning

Habachur Marc 
Daniel z”l

R’ Sammy Daniel Father
Mrs. Hilda Daniel Mother
R’ David Daniel Brother

1646 E 5th St 
Ave P & Ave O

Flabush Sunday
(3/31/19)
Morning

R’ Yaakov 
Govlatch z”l

Mrs. Hinda Bergstein
Daughter

1485 Ocean Pkwy 
Ave N & Ave O

Flatbush Sunday
(3/31/19)
Morning

R’ Yosef 
Neiman z”l

Mrs. Judy Neiman Wife
R’ Luzer Neiman Brother
R’ Moshe Neiman Brother
R’ Dovid Neiman Son
R’ Elazar Zev Neiman Son
Mrs. Shulamis Yoselovsky Daughter
Mrs. Esty Talesnik Daughter
Mrs. Leah Auerbach Daughter
Mrs. Rachelli Bloch Daughter

1229 E 8th St 
Ave L & Ave M

Flatbush Shacharis: 8:00
Mincha: 15 minutes 
before Shkiah
Maariv: Following

Sunday
(3/31/19)
Morning
R’ Elazar Zev and 
Mrs. Esty Talesnik 
getting up 
Monday morning

Hatinok 
Yaakov Moshe 
Newmark z”l

R’ Baruch Ze’v Newmark Father
Mrs. Ratzy Newmark (Naiman)
Mother

4217 16th Ave #F3 
42nd St & 43rd St

Boro Park Sunday
(3/31/19)
Morning

4:30 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Mishnah Berurah: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:00 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:15 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Rafael Fink

5:30 am @ Chofetz Chaim Torah Center – Cedarhurst

@ Rabbi Neiman’s Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yossi Schonkopf

5:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) – Magid Shiur: Rav Shmuel Witkin

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

6:00 am @ Agudah of L.I – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Sholom Fried, Rabbi Daniel Fink

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul

@ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Greenblatt

6:10 am @ Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Rabbi Spiegel

@ CBEY- Island Ave., Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Menachem Kagan/Michael Fruchter

6:15 am @ Cong. Beis Avraham – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Henoch Grumet

@ Beis Haknesses of North Woodmere

6:30 am @ Agudah of West Lawrence – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Moshe Brown

@ Young Israel of Law./Cedar. Maggid Shiur: Yale Fishman/Yaakov Shalev

@ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Rabbi Katz’s Shul in Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pinchas Birnhack

6:40 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Aron Glatt

@ Congregation Beth Shalom – Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Yechiel Weberman

6:45 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ The White Shul – Magidei Shiur: Rabbi Kanner

@ Agudah of the Five Towns – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

6:50 am @ Kehillas Bnei HaYeshivas (KBH), 575 Hungry Harbor Road 

7:00 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@ Congregation Beth Avraham – Sunday ONLY

@ Yeshiva Gedolah of 5 Towns – Magid Shiur: Rav Yitzchok Knobel

@ Young Israel of Law./Ced. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

7:09 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR 3rd car from the end – Direct to Penn Station

Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kodesh

7:10 am @ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue

7:15 am @ Aish Kodesh – Sunday ONLY

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

@ Chabad – Maple Avenue, Cedarhurst

7:30 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) In Library – Magidei Shiur: Rabbis S. Kohn, N. Schweid, R. Flegman

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid – Sunday ONLY

7:35 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi R. Fink

7:45 am @ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul) – Sunday ONLY

@ Beth Sholom – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul - Shabbos ONLY

7:50 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR front section of the last car – Direct to Penn Station

7:55 am @ Lawrence LIRR – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pesach Lerner

8:00 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue (Shabbos Only)

8:10 am @ LIRR Far Rockaway Branch, in the last car of the train, which makes stops at Inwood, Lawrence, Cedarhurst 

and Woodmere at 8:22 am
Magid Shiur: Rabbi Menachem Adler

8:15 am @ Beth Sholom – Shabbos ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

8:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY in library

@ Sunday mornings at Beis Tefilah – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shaya Richmond

10:15 am @ The White Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Matt Cohen

12:50 pm @ Cedarhurst Center – Ground Floor Conf. Room – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Lichtenstein

8:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Nochum Katz

@ Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Simcha Weingott

@ Y.I. of Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: R’ Daniel Martin and R’ Avraham Bachrach

8:15 pm @ Cong. Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Spiegel

8:30 pm @ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid

8:45 pm @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Metz

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yosef Friedler

9:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiurim: Rabbi Lichtenstein/Rotating Chaburah

@ Agudah of West Lawrence – Rabbi Brown’s Shul

@ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Beis Tefilah – (Tues.– Thurs.) Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

POLITICAL ROUNDUP
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by 25 Assembly members and includ-
ed in the Assembly’s budget proposal, 
but it is still pending upon the final 
budget negotiations. Nevertheless, the 
community is praising the initiative, 
calling it an idea whose time has come.

“I’ve been working on this issue 
for two years without getting to first 
base,” says Rabbi Joel Rosenfeld, exec-
utive director of Camp Gila D’Bobov. 
“From the first minute that I brought 
this up to Simcha, he said to me, ‘I got 
this. We’ll get this done.’ Now we look 
forward to seeing this included in the 
final enacted budget.”

“Our children are our most pre-
cious assets, and in today’s increas-
ingly dangerous environment, they 
are also our most vulnerable assets,” 
said Rabbi David Zweibel, executive 
vice president of Agudath Israel of 
America. “Now thanks to Assembly-
man Eichenstein and his Assembly 
colleagues, summer camps will be el-
igible for State security grants. This is 
a major step forward.”

“All children deserve to feel safe,” 
said Maury Litwack, executive di-
rector of Teach NYS. “Thank you to 
Assemblyman Eichenstein and the 
Assembly for their leadership on this 
important legislative change.”

“We are grateful and thankful to the 
Assembly for caring about the safety of 
our camps and our beloved children,” 
said Rabbi Shimon Newmark, director 
of the American Jewish Camping As-
sociation.

“Throughout the year, our chil-
dren’s safety and security is our top 
priority, and there’s no reason that 
should change once the school year 
ends. In light of recent events around 
the world, we applaud Assemblyman 
Eichenstein’s commitment to chil-
dren’s safety and fully support his pro-
posal to provide additional security 
funding for sleep-away camps,” said 
Nachman Maimon, director of Camp 
Simcha/Special.

While Assemblyman Eichenstein 
appreciates the vote of confidence, his 
primary concern is to protect the safe-
ty and security of the children of New 
York. “Our children deserve to feel safe 
and secure no matter where they are,” 
said Assemblyman Eichenstein. “Add-
ing summer camps to the Hate Crimes 
Grant Program will provide an extra 
level of protection for the children as 
well as peace of mind to their parents. 
And that’s what really matters.”

“We are confident that all parties 
will recognize the significance of this 

proposal, especially in these difficult 
times, so that we can all look forward 
to a safer and more peaceful summer 
season,” said Assemblyman Eichen-
stein. “I thank Speaker Heastie and 
the Assembly Majority for includ-
ing my proposal in the Assembly one 
house budget and look forward to it 
being part of the adopted budget that 
we pass in the coming weeks.” 

Landmark Settlement 
With University 
Safeguarding Jewish 
Rights

Five Jewish students reached a 
landmark settlement in their lawsuits 
against San Francisco State University 
(SFSU) and the California State Uni-
versity (CSU) public university sys-
tem. The settlement that was finalized 
on Purim came as the trial was about 
to commence. The suit alleged that 
SFSU had a long history of toleration 
of anti-Semitism and anti-Israeli sen-
timents. This is an issue that has ram-
ifications far beyond the CSU system. 
There has been a dramatic increase in 
bullying of Jewish students by anti-Is-

rael factions on college campuses, who 
claim that they are not anti-Semitic, 
just anti-Zionist. Jews on the SFSU 
campus and other campuses, for exam-
ple, are often afraid to wear their kip-
pahs for fear of being assaulted.

“This is a seminal civil-rights victo-
ry for the rights of Jewish and Israeli 
students as well as people of all reli-
gious faiths,” said Lawrence Hill (of 

Woodsburgh), the partner at the pow-
erhouse international law firm of Win-
ston & Strawn, who brought the case to 
the firm. “We could not have achieved 
a better result had we won hands down 
at trial,” Hill said. “CSU has taken the 
unprecedented step of acknowledging 
that Zionism is a fundamental tenet of 
Judaism,” said Hill. “This repudiates 
the notion that anti-Zionism is not 
anti-Semitism. Anti-Zionism is the 
21st-century veil for anti-Semitism,” 
he said. Winston’s lead trial attorney 
Ross Kramer added, “Going forward, 
this means if Jewish students are ex-
cluded from events or otherwise tar-
geted, the excuse cannot be used that it 
was not based on religious discrimina-
tion, but on political views.”

“This settlement will not only result 
in fundamental change at SFSF and 
the CSU system, but should result in 
a paradigm shift on college campus-
es across the nation. This settlement 
should become a model for other uni-
versities to follow to avoid similar 
claims of religious discrimination and 

Continued on Page 73

Assemblyman Simcha Eichenstein
Lawrence Hill
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violation of First Amendment rights.”
The Winston team and the Lawfare 

Project fi rst fi led the lawsuit in feder-
al court on June 19, 2017, against the 
Board of Trustees of CSU, SFSU Pres-
ident Leslie Wong, and several other 
university offi  cials and employees, al-
leging that SFSU has a long and exten-
sive history of cultivating anti-Semi-
tism and overt discrimination against 
Jewish students. This lawsuit, Mandel 
v. Board of Trustees of California State 
University, was triggered by the dis-
ruption of an April 2016 speech by the 
mayor of Jerusalem, Nir Barkat, which 
shut down the speech and denied those 
present the opportunity to hear it. The 
Mandel suit also asserted violations 
of constitutional rights based on the 
“Know Your Rights” Fair and alleged 
violations of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 based on claiming there 
was a pervasively hostile environment 
for Jews and Israelis at SFSU.

A second state lawsuit, Volk v. Board 
of Trustees of California State Uni-
versity, was triggered by the denial of 
equal participation in a “Know Your 
Rights” Fair on SFSU’s campus in 
February 2017, which was planned to 
provide information and resources to 
groups feeling targeted in the political 
climate at the time. Plaintiffs’ Jewish 
group, Hillel, was intentionally exclud-
ed from hosting a table and providing 
information and resources to Jewish 
students concerned with anti-Semi-
tism.

The settlement reached resolves 
both the Mandel and Volk cases.

As part of the settlement, San Fran-
cisco State University (SFSU) agreed 
to:

• Issue a public statement affirm-
ing that “it understands that, for many 
Jews, Zionism is an important part of 
their identity”

• “Hire a coordinator of Jewish Stu-
dent Life within the Division of Equity 
& Community Inclusion,” and to ded-
icate suitable office space for this po-
sition

• “Retain an independent, external 
consultant to assess SFSU’s proce-
dures for enforcement of applicable 
CSU system-wide antidiscrimination 
policies and student code of conduct”

• Assign “for a period of 24 months 
all complaints of religious discrimina-
tion under either EO 1096 or EO 1097 
to an independent, outside investiga-
tor for investigation”

• “Allocate an additional $200,000 to 
support educational outreach efforts 
to promote viewpoint diversity (in-
cluding, but not limited to, pro-Israel 
or Zionist viewpoints) and inclusion 
and equity on the basis of religious 
identity (including, but not limited to, 
Jewish religious identity)”

• Engage in the SFSU process to 
allocate “space on the SFSU campus 
for a mural to be installed under the 
oversight of the Division of Equity & 
Community Inclusion, paid for by the 
University, that will be designed by 
student groups of differing viewpoints 
on the issues that are the subject of 
this litigation to be agreed by the par-

ties (including, but not limited to, Jew-
ish, pro-Israel, and/or Zionist student 
groups, should such student groups 
elect to participate in the process).”

“We are incredibly happy with this 
result,” said Kramer. “Our clients’ goal 
was to bring about meaningful, lasting 
change at San Francisco State Uni-
versity and throughout the California 
State University System, and to make 
sure that the rights of all Jewish stu-
dents are safeguarded now and into 
the future. That’s what this settlement 
achieves.”

Winston handled the matter pro 
bono, devoting several thousand hours 
to the case staffed with 20 lawyers 
from the firm’s Chicago, Los Angeles, 
New York, San Francisco, and Wash-
ington, DC offices.

“In working with these brave plain-
tiffs, it is so clear that fundamental 

change was needed on campus at San 
Francisco State University,” said Seth 
Weisburst, of counsel in Winston’s 
San Francisco office, who worked 
countless hours on these cases for two 
years. “We are thrilled to have been 
part of this incredibly important ef-
fort.

“We would not have achieved this 
victory without the tireless effort, 
commitment, and talent of this ded-
icated team of lawyers,” added Hill. 
“Our appreciation especially goes out 
to Amanda Berman, formerly of The 
Lawfare Project, who was instrumen-
tal in bringing this case to fruition and 
for her hours of tireless work with us 
on the case. She is a modern-day Es-
ther,” Hill remarked. “The fact that 
this settlement happened on Purim is 
symbolic and perhaps one could even 
say ‘Divine,’” quipped Hill. 

POLITICAL ROUNDUP
Continued from Page 69
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MSH Students Bring 
In MiSHenichnat Adar!

The energy in the room was palpable 
and contagious as the Midreshet Shal-
hevet (MSH) students celebrated Cho-
desh Adar with an exciting and festive 
chagigah. Dressed in an array of cos-
tumes, the students walked the red car-
pet to enter the movie awards-themed 
ballroom. DJ Gary Wallin added to the 

simcha with lively music, and the stu-
dents and female faculty danced togeth-
er during the “Dance, Dance Revolu-
tion” portion of the program. Everyone 
was rolling with laughter at the senior 
class’s Purim shpiel movie. The cha-
gigah wrapped up with a costume con-
test, won by sophomores Leah Cohen 
and Miriam Frankel dressed as Donald 
Trump and “his wall.” Coming in close at 

second place were juniors Basya Boren-
stein, Jackie Kramer, Tal Gaon, Avigayil 
Roff e, Simone Shafi ro, and Staci Stein-
feld dressed as the “stages of life.” It was 
a great way to bring in the Purim cheer 
and celebrate together. 

DRS Purim Party
When walking into DRS Yeshiva on 

Purim night, one can’t help but feel 
“marbim b’simcha.” The annual DRS 
Purim chagigah is a highlight of the 
year and is unique to DRS, as it is one of 
the few schools that hosts its students 
and their parents at a fun, exciting, 
and inspiring Simchat Purim event. 

The night began as students, parents, 
and community members fi lled DRS’s 
beautiful beit midrash for Megillah 
reading led by Rabbi Kaminetsky. Fol-
lowing Megillah, a siyum was made 
by students who completed Masechet 
Megillah in the 60 days leading up to 
Purim! On Purim, we celebrate the fact 
the Jews at that time willingly reac-
cepted the Torah, and it was so inspir-
ing to see high-school students accept 
this great project upon themselves in 
honor of the holiday.

The night continued as DRS students 
and rebbeim, decked out in Purim cos-
tume, danced for hours to the lively mu-

AROUND THE 5 TOWNS

MiSHenichnat Adar at MSH
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sic of Neshoma Orchestra. Following 
dancing, everyone enjoyed the annual 
student-created comedy videos and a 
comedy performance of “DRS NEWS” 
by some of the DRS rebbeim. The night 
faded away as the student body burst 
into laughter. 

“Lech K’nos Et Kol 
HaYehudim!”

On Ta’anit Esther, seventh- and 
eighth-grade students in Shulamith 
were zocheh to be part of a worldwide 

interactive Atzeret Tefi llah, originating 
from the Kotel. Close to 50 schools par-
ticipated in the event, which began with 
a tribute to Ari Fuld, Hy’d. The program 
included the recitation of Tehillim, tefi l-
lot for Eretz Yisrael and chayalei Tzahal, 
musical interludes, and inspirational 
addresses from a number of educators, 
including Shulamith Middle Division 
Principal Mrs. Rookie Billet. It was a 
most meaningful event, and, in light of 
this Monday’s missile attack, we daven 
that Hashem take into account the tefi l-

lot of the over 3,500 students who par-
ticipated, and protect the chayalim and 
all of the citizens of Eretz Yisrael. 

H-A-M-A-N-T-A-S-C-H 
Spells Hamantasch 
At Brandeis

Purim was positively perfect at 
Brandeis! On Purim day, parents, grand-
parents, graduates, and former Brandeis 
parents joined middle-school students 

for a community Megillah reading. 
Students then received a special Pu-
rim snack (rainbow bagels and haman-
taschen). Throughout the day, teachers 
celebrated Purim through various class-
room activities.

On Friday, Shushan Purim, students 
were welcomed by Purim music playing 
loudly in the halls. Children watched 

Continued on Page 76
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as illusionist Eric Wilzig captivated 
them with his magic. Younger students 
were entertained by Fluff y the Clown. 
Students were then welcomed to a 

school-wide carnival with infl atables 
and booths created and operated by 
the eighth-grade students and parent 
volunteers. Younger students had the 
opportunity to bounce in several infl at-
ables as well.

In celebration of Purim, Morah Yo-
chi invited kindergarten fathers, un-

cles, grandfathers, and other relatives 
to the classroom to build their very own 
leytzan (Purim clown).

Chag sameach to all! 

Second And Third 
Grade Goes Back In 
Time At Tenement 
Museum

The second- and third-graders of 
the Brandeis School, along with their 

teachers Mrs. Liebman and Mrs. Wino-
grad, visited the Tenement Museum in 
New York City. The children have been 
learning about how diverse our country 
is with all of the immigrants who have 
made America their home. They met 
Victoria Confi no, a 14-year-old girl who 
emigrated from Greece with her fami-
ly. She graciously invited the children 
into the apartment she shares with nine 
members of her family. Victoria an-

swered questions about why her family 
had to leave their home and the oppor-
tunity they were looking forward to in 
America.

The trip culminated at the Economy 
Candy Store on Rivington Street. This 
store originally began as a pushcart on 
the Lower East Side. Fun was had by all 
on a wonderful day spent traveling back 
in time to learn about those who came 
before us! 

Continued from Page 75
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YINW Blood Drive
On March 17, Lauren Stiefel part-

nered with the NY Blood Center to run 
the fi rst blood drive in many years at 
Young Israel of North Woodmere. With 
the help of many in the community, 60 
pints of blood were donated. 

“People who donate blood get the 
amazing benefi t of knowing that they 
helped save the life of an injured or sick 
person. It’s such an easy way to make a 
diff erence in someone’s life.” Thank you 
to all those heroes who signed up for this 
great mitzvah. Thank you also to the he-

roes behind the scenes at the shul, the 
Young Israel of North Woodmere, for all 
their help. 

HANC ECC Purim 
Carnival

HANC ECC West Hempstead 
celebrated Shushan Purim with a 
school-wide Purim carnival. The 
children enjoyed coming to school 
all dressed up in their Purim cos-
tumes and playing all the fun carni-

val games with their friends. Thank 
you to all the parent volunteers who 
helped make this carnival a big suc-
cess. 

TMM Hosts Purim 
Carnival For IVDU 
Students

What began last year as a spon-
taneous chesed project turned into 
an anticipated tradition from both 
sides. The ninth grade at TMM gra-

ciously hosted the students of IVDU 
Long Island for a sensational Purim 
carnival. The driving force behind 
the spectacular carnival was TMM’s 
beloved Mrs. Sprung, who worked 
tirelessly to accommodate the needs 
of all the students of IVDU. The 
TMM students arranged a variety of 
exciting booths that were thorough-
ly enjoyed by all. With upbeat music 

Continued on Page 78
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playing in the background, the IVDU 
students delighted in dancing with 
the TMM girls, becoming swept up 

in the palpable energy. The carnival 
served as an inclusion opportunity 
for the students of IVDU, and was a 
testament to the warmth evident in 
the Five Towns and Far Rockaway 
community. To find out more about 

IVDU, a special-education program 
under the auspices of Yachad, please 
call Mrs. Miriam Reifer, school ad-
ministrator, at 718-758-2999, ext. 3, 
or e-mail reiferm@ou.org. 

Simchat Purim At SKA
It was a vibrant and spirited scene at 

SKA’s annual Purim Chagigah on Tues-
day evening, March 19, and everyone had 
a blast! The gym, decorated with diff er-
ent displays, was fi lled with joyous stu-

dents, delicious food, and colorful photo 
booths. In addition to the hilarious Pu-
rim spiel, the students were treated to a 
concert by Eli Marcus whose amazing 
voice led the dancing to new heights!

Ta’anit Esther, which was observed 
the next day, took on deeper meaning 
this year when the SKA students par-
ticipated in a video hookup with schools 
across the United States and Jerusa-
lem. Esther in the Megillah exhorts 
“Lech knos es kol haYehudim,”—go and 
gather all the Jews—and hundreds of 
high-school students did just that on 
Wednesday, March 20. They heard from 
various speakers, said Tehillim and tefi l-
lot together, and sang.

When the fast ended, the festivities 
began. With individual grade Purim 
parties on Wednesday night, and days 
of Purim shtick beforehand, the girls 
of SKA really enjoyed simchat yom tov. 
Many thanks to the Paritsky, Solomon, 

Ganchrow, and Yudin families for open-
ing their homes to the students and 
their grade-level advisers for merry-
making. 

Yeshiva Of South Shore 
Talmidim Spend Purim 
With Their Rebbeim

Everyone knows of the special con-
nection between the talmidim and reb-
beim of Yeshiva of South Shore. This 
relationship transcends the in-school 

Continued on Page 82
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activities and the tremendous care that 
the rebbeim show their talmidim. Over 
Purim, the connection reached a new 
level, as hundreds of talmidim took ad-
vantage of this special day to rejoice 
with their rebbeim.

From preschool through eighth grade, 
for almost the entire day, talmidim 
streamed to the home of the rosh yeshiva, 
the menahalim, and their respective 
rebbeim to give mishloach manos and 
sing and dance together.

Some talmidim traveled as far as 
Brooklyn or Queens just to see their 
rebbeim on Purim. However, everything 
stopped mid-day when hundreds of 
talmidim and their fathers or another 
adult joined together to learn Torah at the 
annual Yeshivas Mordechai HaTzaddik 
in the yeshiva. In the spirit of community 
achdus and the theme of “kimu v’kiblu,” 
boys from the neighborhood who attend 
other yeshivos joined in the learning and 
the exciting prizes as well.

Indeed, the spirit and warmth of the 
yeshiva permeated Purim in Yeshiva of 
South Shore.

One parent commented, “I know the 
Yeshiva is off  for Purim, but my kids 
spent the day with their rebbeim and 
learning Torah!” 

The Great Ari Kahn
By Avrumie Kahn
In Mishlei, Shlomo HaMelech (30:30) 

states, “The lion is the mightiest of the 
beasts, who is undaunted by anyone.” 
This pasuk, in describing a lion’s might, 
only scratches the surface of the pow-
er and might possessed by my precious 
brother Ari, zt’l.

A number of years ago, Ari was re-
ceiving the award for the NY State Bar 
Association Lawyer of the Year, in part 
for his work with public-school kids. 
The award was being presented by Mr. 
Jay Bernstein, an expert orator and se-
nior partner in the prestigious law fi rm 
Cliff ord Chance. Mr. Bernstein referred 
to Ari, as he called him up for his award, 
as “the Great Ari Kahn.” This was a re-
sounding “aha moment” for me and ev-
eryone there, as no word could describe 
Ari more succinctly than the word 
“great.”

There is not enough paper, ink, or 
time to expound on the greatness of Ari 
Kahn. However, I’d like to point out that 

Ari’s greatest legacy are his four beauti-
ful children whom he and his talented 
wife, Sari, raised in a house fi lled with 
chesed, Torah, and “drama-free drama.”

The Great Ari Kahn had a beautiful 
and brilliant mind. He was valedictori-
an and Yeshiva University Scholar, and 
he spent a year learning in Yeshivas 
Sha’alavim in Eretz Yisrael. The Great 
Ari Kahn took a year of deferment after 
undergrad to learn in Yeshivas Ner Yis-

Continued on Page 86
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roel in Baltimore before shipping up to 
Boston to attend the distinguished Har-
vard Law School.

However, the great Ari Kahn never 
walked around fl exing his intellectu-
al muscles. He went out of his way not 
to tout his brilliant mind. Dare I say, 
he “dumbed it down” for the rest of us. 
I believe my brother did that to make 
those with whom he was conversing feel 
comfortable and not intimidated by his 
intelligence.

The Great Ari Kahn, as Dr. David 
Luchins recently wrote, “was more than 
just a friend. He was a representative of 
the very best of NCSY.”

The Great Ari Kahn quickly gained 
legend status at Camp Sports; many of 
his campers and NCSYers became life-

long friends.
I’d like to share some insight into how 

the Great Ari Kahn would provide his 
sincere friendship embrace to every-
one. I would be sitting with Ari, and his 
cellphone would ring. He’d recognize 
the caller and answer, “Hey, brother.” 
I would be sitting right there next to 
him thinking, “Who could he possi-
bly be talking to? Our mother only had 
two boys!” Inevitably the call or the 
conversation would always conclude 
with, “Love you, bro.” That’s a brief in-
sight into the Great Ari Kahn. Before 
you could even utter one word, Ari em-
braced you as a brother.

Countless friends and family will al-
ways continue to hear Ari’s heartfelt 
voice, simply asking his famous two 
words, “What’s doing?” That was all 
one needed to hear before all one's life’s 

challenges and problems came fl owing 
out, seeking the great wisdom and guid-
ance that only Ari could provide, advice 
that was balanced with Torah values 
and practical principles.

Those who knew us are aware that 
Ari and I shared a room growing up. 
We spent countless nights talking way 
past our bedtimes. Even as young kids, 
we shared a creativity that today is 
demonstrated in diff erent ways. In one 
of those late-night schmoozing sessions 
as young kids, we discussed how I want-
ed to remodel our bedroom, including 
our exterior walls, with fl oor to ceil-
ing fi sh tanks. As only a young, but still 
great, Ari Kahn would do, he humored 
me, and without missing a beat he said, 
“It’ll work, but only if you paint the ceil-
ing with glow-in-the-dark paint.” Hey, it 
was the 80s.

My sisters and I were blessed to have 
such a great older brother. The only and 
biggest fi ght I can remember that Ari 
and I got into was epic. It was a show-
down. It lasted for hours one afternoon: 
Who could make the biggest cannon-
ball? Together, we invented games that 
we would play for hours. One of which 
was a game called “Bomb.” The rules are 
complicated to explain, and nowadays 
we would have to change the name, but 
those times I spent together with the 
Great Ari Kahn playing our made-up 

games will be a lasting memory.
The Great Ari Kahn had an incredible 

lyrical talent as well. There was never a 
simcha for which Ari and his wife, Sari, 
had not coordinated an original song 
and dance for their talented children to 
perform to enahnce the event.

I can remember the fi rst time Ari be-
came my hero. I must have been 6 or 7 
years old. I was listening to Ari’s little 
league coach, at the time Barry Mandel, 
tell the commissioner, Bob Grossberg, 
the following: “As long as I have Ilan 
(Barry’s son) and Ari Kahn on my team 
we will win the championship.” Even 
then, the Great Ari Kahn was perfecting 
the art of playing goalie while standing 
on the pitcher’s mound participating in 
little league. His preparation for play-
ing goalie became quite handy for the 
Great Ari Kahn as he later helped start 
a hockey team at HANC where he was 
the goalie and captain. There he was 
the leader of the team, and those who 
knew and heard him knew he was the 
most competitive and vocal person in 
the game.

Our growing up as roommates shar-
ing a bedroom took a modern twist as 
we bought houses right across the street 
from one another in West Hempstead. 
Again, we had discussed plans, plans 
to build a tunnel under the street to 
connect our houses. And yes, I wanted 

Continued from Page 82
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our tunnel walls to be fi sh tanks and he 
wanted the ceiling to be painted in glow-
in-the-dark paint.

But I can tell everyone, without a 
doubt, amongst all the Great Ari Kahn’s 
accomplishments, his proudest mo-
ments were when he was holding his 
four beautiful children. He was always 
so proud of all of you. The four of you 
are the exquisite tapestry that he, along 
with your mother, Sari, weaved as the 
product of your Tati’s great legacy.

I know that right now, the malachim 
are singing in Shamayim. The avos, 

our forefathers, and our ancestors are 
dancing with unadulterated joy, the 
likes of which have not been seen in 
this world, all to welcome you to Gan 
Eden.

Ari, everyone here in this world can 
start sleeping a little easier knowing 
that the Great Ari Kahn is our legal 
counsel in the beis din shel ma’alah.

May your neshamah have an aliyah,
Love you, brother! 

HALB Gets A Piece 
Of The “Pi” 

March 14 is known as Pi Day. The 
HALB middle-school classes did diff er-
ent investigations to gain a true under-
standing of the meaning of pi. In Mrs. 
Hendeles’s sixth grade, students ex-
plored pi through an interactive app, se-
lecting various diameters and recording 
the corresponding circumferences. Her 
class, along with Mrs. Bronstein’s, Mr. 
Panicker’s, Mrs. Weiss’s, and Mr. Gub-
bi’s classes, also measured their own ob-
jects, including cookies, mugs, and cans 

of food, and then estimated the value of 
pi.

Eighth-graders in Mrs. Hendeles’s 
math class discussed why pi is irratio-
nal and then learned to diff erentiate be-
tween rational and irrational numbers. 
They also completed a coloring activity 
in which they classifi ed numbers as ir-
rational, rational, and integers. Mean-
while, Mr. Gubbi’s eighth-grade class 

Continued on Page 88

AROUND THE 5 TOWNS

Pi Day at HALB



88
M

a
rc

h
 2

9
, 2

0
1

9
 •

 5
 T

O
W

N
S

 J
E

W
IS

H
 T

IM
E

S

took a diff erent approach to pi by dis-
covering it through probability. Using 
a circular dart board within a square, 
students threw randomly at the dart-
board. The number of target hits inside 
the circle compared to the total number 
of throws will tend towards one-fourth 
of pi. Through this lens, the class then 
discussed how pi can be simulated using 
software.

In a diff erent vein, Rabbi Morgen-
besser’s classes learned about the sig-
nifi cance of pi in the Torah. From a 
pasuk in Melachim, to a Mishnah and 
Gemara in Eiruvin, to the commentary 
of the Rambam, these students saw how 
Chazal across the ages understood and 
used this fascinating concept in their 
Torah studies and halachah.

Through a variety of hands-on activi-
ties, students learned about and discov-
ered pi in a real-world context, aff ording 
them a deeper understanding and ap-
preciation of this major geometric con-
cept. 

Yachad-LI Purim Party
With the start of Adar, Purim was in 

the air at Yachad Long Island, as they 
anticipated another spectacular bash! 
All were invited to attend the pre-Purim 
party in costume to celebrate and enjoy 

a Hawaiian-themed evening, b’Yachad.
The program began with all of the at-

tendees assembling and packing mish-
loach manot that were to be distributed 

later to the residents of The Bristal, lo-
cated near the Yachad Center in North 
Woodmere. This wonderful oppor-
tunity gives the Yachad members the 

chance to help others and bring a smile 
to others.

Later on at the party, with Purim mu-
sic fi lling the room, everyone was truly 
in happy spirits as they danced and sang 
along to the songs. Following the music, 
the evening continued with some fun 
Hawaiian games like hula hoop, limbo, 
and balance contests! During the Ha-
waiian dinner, which included Hawai-
ian chicken and other delicious Chinese 
food, the participants learned about 
Hawaii as well as the holiday of Purim! 
The evening ended with music, celebra-
tion, and hamantasch-decorating! The 
event was a great success, with over 40 
individuals joining the fun at the second 
annual pre-Purim bash with Yachad! 

RAA Joins With 
Far Rockaway And 
Five Towns Rabbis

On the Sunday before Purim, over 
80 rabbis met in the White Shul in Far 
Rockaway to discuss the important ser-
vices provided by the Rabbinical Alli-
ance of America—Igud HaRabbonim, 
particularly its prestigious beth din. 
Hosted by Rabbi Eytan Feiner, senior 
rabbi of Congregation Knesseth Israel 
of Far Rockaway, known as the White 
Shul, and a prominent RAA/Igud mem-
ber, the event brought together the or-
ganization’s national leadership and 

Continued from Page 87

AROUND THE 5 TOWNS

Yachad-LI Purim party



89
5

 T
O

W
N

S
 J

E
W

IS
H

 T
IM

E
S

 •  M
a

rch
 2

9
, 2

0
1

9

local rabbis to discuss areas of potential 
cooperation. Throughout the morning, 
speakers pointed out opportunities for 
local rabbis to benefi t from RAA/Igud’s 
services and to contribute their own am-
ple talents to the service of colleagues 
and communities across the country.

The Orthodox Jewish community in 
Far Rockaway began as a seed of com-
mitted members who, under brilliant 
and tireless leadership, built the area 
into a famously thriving Torah neigh-
borhood. Signifi cantly, Rabbi Ralph Pel-
covitz, the longtime leader of the White 
Shul and somewhat of a father fi gure 
amongst Far Rockaway and Five Towns 
rabbis, was a past president and found-
ing member of RAA/Igud. A partnership 
between Far Rockaway and Five Towns 
rabbis and the RAA/Igud seems only 
natural, even a historical inevitability.

Rabbi Mendy Mirocznik, executive 
vice president of RAA/Igud, presided 
over the historic event uniting national 
activists with local leaders. Rabbi Eytan 
Feiner, the event’s host, inspired attend-
ees with an innovative Torah insight 
about the need to volunteer to fi x socie-
tal problems.

Rabbi Hershel Kurzrock, RAA/Ig-
ud’s av beth din (senior judge), humbly 
pointed to his illustrious predecessors, 
joking that he was placed in charge be-
cause of his longevity. Among the daya-
nim ( judges) with whom he served were 
Rabbi Yitzchak Isaac Liebes, zt’l; the 
Keizmarker Rav, Rabbi Meir Greenberg, 
zt’l; Rabbi Boruch Leizerowsky, zt’l; 
Rabbi Pinchas Hirschprung, zt’l; and 
Rabbi Yisroel Belsky, zt’l. Rabbi Kurz-
rock off ered a brilliant Torah insight 
comparing at length a beth din with 
the Mishkan, the tabernacle in the des-
ert. Later in the morning, Rabbi Chaim 
Komendant, the beth din’s menahel (ad-
ministrative judge), provided details 
on the beth din’s protocols, all of which 
are available on the beth din’s website. 
This accessibility and transparency 
highlights the beth din’s commitment to 
openness and integrity.

Rabbi Reuven Feinstein addressed 
the gathering via video. The eminent 
rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva of Staten Island 
pointed to the need for a beth din that 

does not rush to judgment due to com-
peting priorities. He noted that RAA/
Igud’s beth din is composed of Torah 
scholars who listen to both sides impar-
tially and patiently, exploring every an-
gle before reaching judgment. Any com-
munity can reach out to the RAA/Igud 
beth din with confi dence in expecting a 
comprehensive hearing of the subject 
and a faithful outcome.

Rabbi Yaakov Klass, presidium mem-
ber of RAA/Igud, Torah editor of the 
Jewish Press, and rav of Kahal Bnei Ma-
tisyahu, Flatbush, off ered timely divrei 
Torah about Purim relating to the cur-
rent challenges facing every rabbi.

Rabbi Yechezkel Moskowitz, grand-
son of the famous philanthropists in 
Israel, Irving and Cherna Moskowitz, 
and a lay leader in the National Coun-

Continued on Page 92
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DRESS CASUAL
BY ELIE ROBINSON

In the late ’90s when I took my 
first corporate job, I remember 
the excitement of learning that 

the attire was “casual.” While most 
of my friends were putting on suits 
for work, I was able to wear chinos. 
I continued this trend when I start-
ed my first venture. In 2011, I joined 
an e-commerce company where the 
average age was 25 (I was 36) and I 
quickly felt overdressed.

Times had changed as the norm be-
came jeans, at least in the tech and 
e-commerce world. It was around this 
time that jeans were being made with 
stretch fabrics woven into the den-
im, creating incredible comfort. This 
era also brought about the new fits of 
slim, skinny, tapered, and more.

There had long been a fear that by 
allowing a more casual dress code, the 
work environment would also become 
too casual for productivity and con-
duct. This was not the case with the 
young workforce I was now leading, as 
the members had never experienced 
any other dress code. Bottom line 
was a liberated dress code allowed 
for all to feel more comfortable in 

the clothes they wore (usually much 
cheaper than dress clothes) with no 
change to the work environment.

Picking up on this trend, many 
manufacturers jumped into the fold 
by designing high-end jeans meant 
to be dressed up at work or out for 
dinner or dressed down for more ca-
sual occasions. Many of the changes 
are noticeable in the stitching, shank 
(button), and grommets. By not us-
ing alternate color stitching, the jean 
can now be easily dressed up or down. 
With the clean design of dress jeans, 
it is the rest of the outfit that will 
determine the overall look: casual 
belt versus dress belt, sneakers ver-
sus dress shoes, tie versus no tie, and 
sport coat versus sweatshirt. With all 
of this, there are still plenty of occa-
sions meant for a suit.

At Under 5’10, we recognize that 
one of the keys to pulling off these 
flexible looks is the fit of the clothes. 
Getting the waist, seat, and rise are 

standard. Differentiation starts from 
the thigh down. Slim fit or skinny fit 
will have a more tailored look. From 
the knee down is the tapering of the 
pant, again giving symmetrical lines 
to the fit and a clean look without ex-
tra baggy bottoms.

The length of the pant, or the in-
seam, is measured from the bottom of 
the crotch to the bottom of the pant. 
Traditional retailers usually range 
from 30 inches to 34 inches.

At Under 5’10, we provide pants off 
the rack with inseams ranging from 
26 inches to 31 inches to properly 
fit shorter men (without tailoring). 
These fits and cuts mirror the way 
suits are cut to fit and look, which is 

why many are leaning towards more 
casual pants, which are cut and de-
signed for dress or casual. Stop by our 
store to try the difference of properly 
cut clothing for shorter men. 

Elie Robinson is the founder of Under 5’10”. 
For more information, visit Under510.
com. For questions and comments, 
e-mail help@under510.com.

Remember 
that article?

Visit our archive section 

and find any issue of the

5 Towns Jewish Times 

online @

www.5TJT.com
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cil of Young Israel, provided an update 
on the political situation in Israel. Not-
ing the miraculous growth of the Torah 
community in Israel, Rabbi Moskowitz 
urged people to vote in the World Zi-
onist Organization elections to ensure 
that the organization’s ample charitable 
funds are distributed in a way that ben-
efi ts the Torah community, rather than 
potentially the opposite.

What does a rabbi gain from mem-
bership in RAA/Igud? Rabbi Gil Stu-
dent, director of the organization’s 
Halacha Commission, described the 
tax-beneficial retirement plan, the 
membership picture ID card, the rab-
binic training opportunities, the men-
toring program, the job-search assis-
tance, the Torah publication services, 
the growing Chaplaincy Commission, 

and the opportunity to strengthen the 
voice of Torah in the public square. 
A member of RAA/Igud not only re-
ceives benefits but also shares his 
own knowledge, skills, and experi-
ences with younger colleagues who 
seek mentorship and guidance in the 
difficult but rewarding professional 
calling of the rabbinate.

Rabbi Yehoshua S. Hecht, presidium 
chairman of RAA/Igud and rav of Cong. 
Beth Israel in Norwalk/Westport, CT, 
closed the formal remarks with a char-
acteristically impassioned speech about 
the impact that the RAA/Igud has had 
on the Jewish community and that it 
will continue to serve as a voice for that 
which is al pi Torah—according to the 
dictates of da’as Torah, our great Torah 
sages. He issued a call for askanim, rab-
bis, and lay leaders to join in support of 
the Igud as “Patrons of the Rabbinate.”

Rabbi Meir Melnick, a devoted mem-
ber of the RAA/Igud and noted commu-
nity leader, off ered a summation and 
stressed that the Igud is an organization 
with a clear message and a mission wor-
thy of everyone’s support.

The comment heard from many rab-
banim attending was expressed quite 
aptly by the Slavita Rav, Rabbi Chaim 
Mordechai Katz, rav of Kahal Bais 
Shmuel Abba of Far Rockaway: “This 
meeting fi lled a long-awaited need in 
recognizing the importance of the Far 
Rockaway and Five Towns community.”

For more information and the oppor-
tunity to join RAA/Igud, visit Rabbini-
calAlliance.org. 

Purim Celebrations 
At Rambam

Talmidim at Rambam Mesivta cele-
brated Purim’s joy with their rebbeim in 

Brooklyn, Queens, and the Five Towns. 
During Purim day itself, the rebbeim 
opened their houses to the boys for sing-
ing, dancing, and nosh. In many cases 
the talmidim joined their rebbeim for 
the full-blown seudah of challah, meat, 
and…soft drinks! Grape juice was off ered 
to those who wanted to say, “Hagafen.”

Many alumni talmidim came back to 
their beloved rebbeim's houses as well 
(sometimes with their own kids in tow!) 
to celebrate, catch up, and exchange Pu-
rim greetings.

Soon after, the entire mesivta cele-
brated Purim together at Rambam with 
a chagigah! Rambam Rebbe, Rabbi Ari 
Boiangiu on keyboard, was accompa-
nied by Rambam’s own in-house DJ, 
and the dancing was rocking! The 9th 
Annual Best Costume Contest then took 
place, with the rebbeim and fellow “guest 
rebbeim”—juniors Jonah Fishbein and 
Jackie “Maserati” Mosseri—crowning 
the champion. It was close with Dovid 
Edelkopf dressed as the tree of knowl-
edge and the Bluth triplets dressed as 
rock, paper, and scissors, closely losing 
out to Andrew Speiser who was cos-
tumed in tribute to Rambam Jewish 
History teacher Mr. Berkowitz.

The 9th Annual Purim Talent Show 
then took place with Elisha Bauman on 
guitar followed by Benny Herskowitz’s 
rendition of “Piano Man.” Perennial 
Talent Show juggernaut, Rabbi Haar, 
also performed with a parody of, of all 
things, “Piano Man.” The Talent Show 
also showcased Avrumi Klein beat box-
ing; Eliezer Graber reciting over 300 
digits of pi; Mordechai Schmerler’s dvar 
Torah; the singing sensation of Yoni Sz-
pigiel; and Binyamin Werner’s Epic Rap 
Parody. Just when everyone thought it 
was over, Bernardo took center stage 
with his guitar and brought the house 
to its feet! The highly coveted Rambam 
Purim Talent Show Plaque was ulti-
mately split three ways by Rabbi Haar, 
Yoni Szpigiel, and Bernardo.

The chagigah fi nally concluded with 
the Annual Purim Parody Video. The 
plot centered on seniors Aaron Moradi 
and Eliyahu Levy of Great Neck taking 
over the school and ousting the existing 
administration. Thank you to Yair Op-
penheim, Raphi Lowe, and Moshe Gold-
feder for helping with the video. A great 
time was had by all! 

Rambam’s Mission 
To AIPAC

This year, 18,000 people came to 
Washington, DC, to advocate for Israel. 
A host of dignitaries from the United 
States, Israel, Romania, and other coun-
tries addressed the record-breaking 
crowd. Current Rambam students Yo-
natan Sternberg, Yehuda Goldblatt, Yo-
sef Kuperman, Daniel Ganopolsky, Azi 
Frogel, and Eli Levy, as well as incoming 
freshman Moshe Kopolovich, proud-
ly represented their school during the 
three-day get-together in Washington. 
During the general sessions, the crowd 
was brought to its feet by Vice President 

Continued on Page 94
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Michael Pence; former Ambassador 
Nikki Haley; Israel’s Ambassador to the 
US, Ron Dermer; and David Friedman, 
the American Ambassador to Israel.

Breakout sessions followed the gen-
eral meetings and allowed students to 
enhance their knowledge about various 
issues confronting Israel. Topics such 
as the Iran nuclear deal, the BDS move-

ment, and the current mood in Con-
gress, were just some of the highlights of 
the convention.

British Parliamentarian, the honor-
able Joan Ryan, also received a standing 
ovation when she spoke about her de-
cision to leave the British Labor Party 
because of the open anti-Semitic rhet-
oric of its new leader, Jeremy Corbyn. 
She encouraged those assembled to be 
mindful of anti-Semitism and speak out 

against it forcefully as soon as it rears its 
ugly head.

House Majority Leader, Steny Hoy-
er, spoke out clearly and passionately 
against the new trend of anti-Semitism 
which has infected some of the new 
members of Congress. “Pointing a fi n-
ger at supporters of Israel and accusing 
them of pledging allegiance to a for-
eign country is pointing a fi nger at me,” 
stormed Hoyer, who also brought the 
crowd to its feet.

The students at Rambam commented 
that their experience at AIPAC was both 

educational and inspiring. It built on the 
strong knowledge of Religious Zionism 
and history of Israel that they receive 
from Rabbi Yotav Eliach, back at home 
in New York. 

Hewlett House Gets A 
Renovation Thanks To 
“George To The Rescue”

On March 14, George Oliphant of the 
NBC hit show “George to the Rescue” 
came to celebrate the completion of his 
renovation project of Hewlett House. 
As explained by founder Geri Barish, 

Continued from Page 92
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“Hewlett House was started as a com-
munity resource learning center for 
breast cancer concerns…[Later] we felt 
we need to look at all cancer—embrac-
ing everyone that was involved with the 
disease or family members. We dedicat-
ed the center to the next generation be-
cause the children are the ones we look 
to educate—the children who do com-
munity service and bring laughter to a 
dismal situation sometimes brighten up 
a sad day.”

Councilman Bruce Blakeman was 
at reveal day but explained he was on 
hand at the very beginning, too. He ex-
plained, “As a Nassau County legislator, 
I was able to facilitate the acquisition of 
the property. Geri assured me that she 
would staff  and maintain the house, and 
almost 20 years later, they are still going 
strong.”

Five Towns resident Marnie Weiden-
feld reveals her personal connection. 
“The Hewlett House has saved me in 
so many ways! I really didn’t tell a lot 
of people I was diagnosed with cancer. 
I was too tired to talk about it and the 
Hewlett House was a safe place for me 
to go for support. They have many sup-
port groups and I took wonderful class-
es from meditation to yoga. I had a place 
to go to that felt like a home-away-from-
home. I made lovely friends and we all 
understood one another.”

Barish confi rms, “I have seen many 
who come to groups or just want to net-
work with others that are very ill and 
know they are here for a short time—
while some leave us too soon. I have 
seen the miracles of research and new 

treatments and technology that have 
saved many lives. I have hugged many 
who were told to put their house in or-
der and through clinical trials and net-
working are cancer-free. As a totally 
free center, the volunteers that come to 
help are our angels. The support groups 
are run by social workers who volunteer 
and a doctor of psychology with an on-
cology background runs a group as well 
as counseling.”

Among the community off erings en-
hanced by the miraculous “George to 
the Rescue” renovation are Tai Chi, 
chair yoga, crochet, cancer support and 
discussions, a wig room that looks like 
a Hollywood salon, a children’s room, 
a media room, and a state-of-the-art 
kitchen. Barish explains the eff ect their 
eff orts had on the production crew. “The 

Continued on Page 98
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Purim 5779
Brandeis

HALB

HANC Early Childhood

Chabad of the Five Towns Children’s Megilla reading

HANC Boys’ Division

DRS

Goldie Locks and the Three Bears 
enjoy some Bagels and Locks

JCC Purim
 Seudah fo

r Holocaust
 Surv

ivors

Yachad-LI Purim Party

Gross families of 
Cedarhurst and Long Beach

Central

Chabad of the Beaches

SKA
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Shulamith

JEP-Nageela Boys Shabbaton

North Shore Hebrew Academy 

awards certificates to Megillah readers 

with Dr. Paul Brody

MTA

Rambam

Shalhe
vet

Netzach H
aTorah

Mesivta Ateres Yaakov

Purim in Jerusalem

Special Purim learning at 
Yeshiva of South Shore
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producers of the show were 
overwhelmed with the support 
groups and daytime work of 
the patients. They allowed the 
fi lming of their support groups 
amid interviews with the cam-
era crew with a whole heart.”

Barish is a fi ve-time cancer 
survivor and lost a son from 
cancer. Yet she explains, “We 
are survivors-fi ghters-warriors. 
We get our strength from one 
another and are there for each 
other. In the spring and summer, 

watching the fl owers bloom and 
seeing the birds that drop by, we 
know we made it through anoth-
er season.”

To learn more about Hewl-
ett House, including the 20th 
Anniversary Celebration, visit 
Hewlett-House.org or call 516-
374-3190. 

Students In Cahal 
Enjoy Giving

This Purim season, the stu-
dents in Cahal found many 
wonderful ways to do acts of 
chesed and ‘give back’ to their 

local communities.
The students in Rabbi Chan-

anya Grinberg’s sixth and sev-
enth grade Cahal class at Ye-
shiva of South Shore brought 
baskets of mishloach manos 
to the local Hatzalah garage 
in Woodmere. The boys also 
delivered letters of thanks to 
the volunteers in Hatzalah 
recognizing the heroic, selfl ess 
support that they give to our 
community members. The stu-
dents were given a tour of the 
facilities and were astounded 
at the vast array of sophisticat-
ed equipment in the Hatzalah 
ambulances.

Ms. Shoshana Lubin’s HAF-
TR fourth through sixth grad-
ers created their own Purim 
play, including all the props 
and costumes. After many re-
hearsals, they performed their 
play fi rst for the second and 
third grade Cahal class at YOSS 
and then went the next day to 
perform it at the New Nauti-
lus, an assisted living facility in 
Atlantic Beach. Accompanied 
by their rebbe, Rabbi Justin 
Lepolstat, they followed the 
performance by dancing and 
singing Purim songs with the 
residents, bringing much joy.

Mrs. Aviva Balsam’s TAG 
sixth- and seventh-grade girls 
shopped for food and sup-
plies and assembled 20 mish-
loach manos packages for the 
Achiezer kosher hospitality 
room in South Nassau Com-
munities Hospital. They also 
created their very own “comic 
strip megillah” to pick up the 
spirits of the patients on Purim 
and made the trip to the hospi-
tal to deliver everything. Addi-
tional mishloach manos pack-
ages and letters of refuah were 
prepared and sent by Mrs. Yael 
Sara Rendler’s fi rst and second 
grade Cahal class at Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah. Not to be out-
done, the girls in Mrs. Avigayil 
Karmely’s fi fth and sixth grade 
class at BBY sent misholach 
manos to the residents in a lo-
cal Ohel Home for Women.

Many thanks to Achiezer, 
Ohel, Hatzalah, all the parent 
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volunteers, and the Cahal teaching staff  
for enabling the children to have such 
rewarding and meaningful experiences.

Cahal, the local yeshiva-based and 
sponsored community program for chil-
dren with learning challenges, now in its 
27th year, provides smaller, more indi-
vidualized classes in the local yeshivas 
catering to children’s learning styles, 
where all the students attend main-
stream activities daily, including lunch, 
recess, specials, assemblies, trips, and 
more. When ready, children attend ac-
ademic classes as well, with support 
from Cahal to ensure success. The expe-
rienced and caring Cahal teachers make 
it all happen.

Cahal is currently accepting students. 
For more information about the Ca-
hal program and to donate to this great 
community organization, contact ca-
hal@cahal.org or call 516-295-3666. 

Purim Cheer At JCC
There was plenty of freilich cheer at 

the Purim party for 75 Holocaust sur-
vivors at the Marion and Aaron Gural 
JCC. Shalom Jacobs, chazan at Chabad 
of the Five Towns, began the festivities 
with joyful singing followed by 95-year-
old Holocaust survivor, Cantor Mitgang, 
who recited the traditional blessings. 
Shmuel Jacobs, a ninth-grader at Me-
sivta Ateres Yaakov, did a beautiful 

reading of the megillah. The survivors 
shared a delicious Purim seudah and 
then the celebration continued as Jef-
frey Wolberg, a junior at HAFTR High 
School, entertained with classical pi-
ano music, and HAFTR eighth-grader 
AJ Mandel walked around the tables 
performing stupefying magic tricks. 
The survivors danced to festive musi-
cal entertainment and had a blast play-
ing Purim Bingo. A special shout out to 
Bingo callers Sofi a Glaubach and Olivia 
Baruch and to the more than 30 HAFTR 
community volunteers who brought 
great simcha to the party! A very special, 
heartfelt thank you to Ariel and Baruch 
Glaubach, as well as Rifk y and Eli Rob-
inson, and Elkie and Zvi Willner for so 
generously sponsoring and orchestrat-
ing this amazing event and for making 
the JCC’s Chaverim Purim 2019 a cele-
bration to remember! 

Shulamith Celebrates 
Purim

Shulamith students from all divisions 
celebrated Purim joyously! In the Early 
Childhood Division, talmidot enjoyed 
the opportunity to come to school in 
their costumes and learn about the up-
coming chag! They especially loved bak-
ing hamantashen.

Zucchini

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Ask about our fruit and vegetable bowls or platters!

 

We now carry Belgian Pralines 
from Excellence Chocolate of Montreal
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In the Lower Division, the annual 
Mitzvah Masquerade was a resound-
ing success. Third- and fourth-graders 
worked in groups to create costumes re-
lated to berachot, mitzvot, or Chumash. 
Each group was allotted three minutes to 
present their costumes, and the creative 
and original results were most impres-
sive! Congratulations to the overall win-

ners, Miri Bindiger, Chava Bugapolsky, 
Noa Hirth, Meira Moskowitz, and Avital 
Rosman for their costumes represent-
ing the mitzvah of shiluach hakan.

The eighth-graders took charge of the 
annual SWO sponsored Purim Carnival. 
Led by Meira Berkowitz and Melissa Za-
lisky, the carnival aff orded each student 
the opportunity to greet Adar with un-
bridled simcha. The eighth-graders were 
thrilled to welcome their friends from 

Kulanu who joined them for some car-
nival day fun. This year’s carnival had a 
sports theme, so there were athletes and 
cheerleaders running the moon bounce, 
obstacle course, and booths that includ-
ed the ever-popular Fluff  ‘n Chips, Pick-
le Race, and Bean Bag Challenge, and the 
newly-created “Fruit Loopers.” As they 
noshed on cotton candy and popcorn, it 
was evident that a great time was had by 
each attendee! 

Fish Tank
On Tuesday, March 19, after a great 

Purim Carnival, the middle school set-
tled into the auditorium to view and 
enjoy HALB’s Second Annual Fish 
Tank Challenge.

Teams within Mrs. Rina Korman’s 
seventh grade science classes used the 
engineering design process to develop, 
brainstorm, collaborate, and build a 
working prototype that they “pitched” 

Continued from Page 99
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to the seven judges on the third and fi -
nal round of this year’s Fish Tank Chal-
lenge. Fish Tank began in late October 
and continued until this event; during 
this time, the teams were engaged and 
pursued their projects competitively in 
order to earn the top three prizes. The 
entire seventh grade began this compe-
tition by dividing up into 28 groups con-
sisting of 3–4 students per team. Each 
team worked independently on their 
projects with each being responsible for 
their total production which began with 
their conceptualizing a certain need in 
a specifi c domain while implementing 
the engineering design process which 
includes: defi ning a problem/need; re-
search; specifying requirements; brain-
storming ideas, evaluating ideas, choos-
ing a solution; developing a prototype; 
testing of their prototype; communicat-
ing their fi ndings; and improve, rede-
sign prototype as required.

At the third and fi nal round, there 
was a palpable air of excitement as 
this represented the culmination of 
months, with 11 teams still remaining 
in contention. After each team pre-
sented their PowerPoints and demon-
strated their working prototype to the 
seven judges, the top three teams were 
selected.

First Prize went to Magic Mirror, fea-
turing an interactive mirror presented 

by Rachel Hirt, Isabella Lifschutz, Eli-
anna Stefansky, and Talia Traube.

Second Prize went to Hot Digger, 
featuring a heated shovel that makes 
shoveling less hazardous presented by 
Yaakov Lubetski, Steven Neuberg, and 
Zachary Pockriss.

Third Prize went to Tug -O- Dog, 
featuring an interactive dog toy for the 
lazy dog owner with interchangeable 
lights and dog toys. Presented by: Ja-
mie Feder, Rayna Fishman, and Allie 
Weiss.

Honorable Mention went to Night 
Right, an interactive and light activated 
Shabbat approved fan and light stand, 
great for summer nights or camping. 
Presented by Nathaniel Lawrence, 
Murray Silver, and Ariel Rogoff .

HALB is extremely proud of all its 
budding engineers, entrepreneurs, and 
innovators! 

JEP-Nageela Hewlett 
Shabbaton

JEP/Nageela is making a direct im-
pact on today and tomorrow’s Jewish 
generations. At the Nageela Boys Shab-
baton in Hewlett before Purim, the 
feeling of family was palpable as camp 
friends reconnected like brothers and 
new participants were welcomed warm-
ly as they shared the beauty of Shabbos 
together.

One participant commented, “I feel 
like they’re helping not so religious peo-
ple know more about being Jewish and 
who they are. And it’s fun and enjoyable. 
I feel like I respect Judaism more now. I 
want to be a better Jew.”

Other participants raved, “Nageela is 
inspiring!” and “Going to Camp Nageela 
is like getting an extra matza ball!”

Continued on Page 102
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Another participant noted, “I feel like 
one of the coolest parts of the Shabbaton 
is that the hosts treat us like part of their 
families.”

One fi rst-timer concluded, “This was 
my fi rst Shabbaton and it was so much 
fun. I’m thinking of coming to Camp 
Nageela this summer!”

A Negeela volunteer commented, 
“Nageela is like a very close family. The 
growth that all the boys experience is re-
ally amazing. I try to keep in touch with 
campers throughout the year.”

Thank you to all the volunteers and 
staff  who make these programs come to 
life. To fi nd out how to make a donation, 
please visit JEPLI.org/donate. 

HANC HS Evening 
Of The Arts For Women

On Monday evening, March 18, 
HANC High School hosted its fi rst-ev-
er Evening of the Arts for Women. This 
event was dedicated in memory of Mrs. 
Marlena Schwartzman, a’h, art teacher 
and parent at HANC. Proceeds from the 
event went to Yad Batya L’Kallah.

The event was a spinoff  of the Purim 
story which the students told in a unique 
and humorous way through song, dance, 
drama, art, music, and a fashion show. 
An extravagant and delicious dessert 

buff et created by the students was 
served following the performance. The 
entire event was put together by the stu-
dents.

Thank you to faculty adviser Ms. 
Ayelet Shachar, Mrs. Batsheva Fink for 
writing the script, and to student pro-
ducers Shira Cohen and Sharona Kataev 
for all their hard work in organizing this 
phenomenal event. 

HANC Participates In 
Grannie Annie Family 
Story Celebration

Earlier in the year, fi fth-grade stu-
dents in Rabbi Elie Bashevkin’s Lan-
guage Arts class of HANC’s Samuel 
and Elizabeth Bass Golding Elementa-
ry School in West Hempstead created 
beautiful compositions for the Gran-
nie Annie Family Story Celebration. 
The Grannie Annie invites students 
in fourth through eighth grade, in the 
United States and across the world, to 
write about something interesting they 
discovered from their family based on 
their interviews with older relatives. 
Each student submitted a family story 
for possible publication in the annual 
Grannie Annie Journal. After reading 
536 stories submitted by students in 
nine states, Grannie Annie announced 
38 winners. The winning stories in 
Grannie Annie, Volume 14 took place in 
18 countries on three continents over a 
span of 356 years, and include personal 
accounts of historic events as well as 
recollections of everyday activities.

This is the third consecutive year 
that students from HANC participat-
ed in this contest and the third year 
that HANC students’ essays have been 
selected for publication. The authors 
from HANC are fi fth-graders Aliyah 
Kahn, “The Long-Lasting Love of The-
ater”; Sarah Kalter, “First Grade with 
No Shoes”; Yonina Pfeff er, “Reunited 
at Last”; and Rachel Turk, “The Lucky 
Baby.” Their stories will be published in 
Grannie Annie, Volume 14, published on 
the Grannie Annie website, and shared 
through social media. In addition, Ali-
yah, Sarah, Yonina, and Rachel will be 
honored at the Grannie Annie Family 
Stories Festival at the Missouri History 
Museum in St. Louis on June 2!

HANC congratulates Rabbi Ba-
shevkin and his talented students for 
this tremendous accomplishment. 

Continued on Page 108
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YOUR AD COULD YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE!BE HERE!

516 - 569 - 0502516 - 569 - 0502

SUNNY’S TRANSMISSIONS 
Foreign  Domestic

Rebuilt  Reseal  Repair  Install 
FREE TOWING WITH MAJOR TRANSMISSION REPAIR

516 239 2600  718 337 9529 
3375 Lawson Blvd., Oceanside, NY 11572 

www.sunnystransmission.com

Absolute Waste Services
Roll off, Junk Removal, Live Loads, Demo

Serving Nassau County 
and surrounding area

516 528 2294
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SERVICES 
PROVIDED 

Certifi ed Male Caregiver — Over 25 years. 
Expert Full-time Care. Experienced with many conditions. 
Cleans, Cooks, travels. Upscale references.  
Ralph 212-658-0542 (home), 561-351-7944 (cell), 
Email: litt35938@gmail.com.

Pidyan Haben Coin Gemach
Please Call Yachov Friedman 
646-419-0782

SBG Moving LLC Local & Long Distance. Insured, 
Full service moving company. We pack and 
move full houses. Call Shalom at 347-276-7422 for 
free in house quote. We are a Far Rockaway based company.

Small beginners Siddurim, and Shabbos 

guidebooks, both in Russian, are available for you to 
distribute.
Please call Tashbar Publications at 
718-438-9025 (leave message with address, IY”H we 
will mail them to you for free).

New Table and Chair Gemach for shortterm 
simchas. 740 Mador Ct, Far Rockaway.
Call 718-471-0368

Retired public school teacher available to tutor men 
and boys in Heberw, English and/or Yiddish in the 5 Towns. 
Recession buster. Call 718-552-5525

G’mach Chasdei Yisroel—Lending money to 
people in Klei Kodesh and for Klei Kodesh purposes. In the 
Far Rockaway-Five Towns area. 
Please call 917-822-9910 for more info.
Or email shaimag@gmail.com.
In Memory of R’Yisroel Ben Binyamin, a”h

SERVICES 
PROVIDED 

Personal Chavrusa available for learning and 
growing understanding the eauty of our Torah. Experience 
of many years in delivering shiurim to Baalei Batim and all 
those interested in learning. Reasonable hourly rate. This is 
a project of Kollel Tiferes Avos. Call 718-316-3874 or 
call Rabbi Dov Bressler 718-327-8903. (Payments are 
tax deductible.)

Study with Steve. One-on-one tutoring. SAT Math 
prep, regents, high school and elementary math, high 
school physics. Call 516-371-5522

Menadvim — Furniture and Appliances. Like new to 
Donate and Receive.
Call 718-MEN-ADVIm (718-636-2384) 
We deliver

Boro Park Ladies Hat Gemach accepting your gently 
used weekday and Shabbos hats. Woodmere and Kew 
Gardens Hills drop-off s. 718-972-3211

Kol Tefi los Gemach — Beautiful Tefi los 
Pamphlet To Rent For The Chupah
Donations To Yad Batya L’kallah Call Rochel 
718-258-0415 Or Chaya 718-986-0594

Unreal Flowers LLC — Faux fl ower centerpiece 
rentals for any occasion. Call or text Elisheva 
516-578-6317 for more details.

Gemach for Bilirubin Lights Available-if needed for your 
newborn. Call or text 516-234-8865

Experienced Rebbe available to learn any limudei 
kodesh subject with you or your son. References available. 
917-842-2587, PrivateRebbe@gmail.com

Gemach special for simcha. We provide for you 
excellent speaker plus MP3 full of Jewish music, plus excellent 
mike system. Call 718-600-4559

CLASSIFIEDS
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Woodmere — Open House Sunday March 
31st 11-12:30pm 535 Hazel Dr. Charming 3BR, 2BA Ranch, 
LR. Formal DR, Beautiful Wood Panelled Den, Beautiful 
Spacious Property, Prime Location . . . . . . . . . . . . $510K
Call Susan Pugatch
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — Open House Sunday March. 
31st 1-2:30pm 560 Rica Ln. New Listing — Beautiful 
& Spacious 3BR Ranch On Quiet Cul-De-Sac, Eik, Formal DR, 
SD#15, Close To All  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $899K
Call Carol Braunstein
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — Open House Sunday March. 
31st 12-1:30pm 565 Sunset Dr. Lovely 5BR, 3BA Split In 
SD#14, Sunken LR, Eik W/Granite Countertops + 2 Sinks + 2 
Dishwashers, CAC, Lg Deck Off  Dining Rm & So Much More
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $649K
Call Mark Lipner
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — Open House Sunday March. 
31st 11-12:30pm 807 Glen Dr. 5 Bedroom Hi-Ranch, Great 
Location, CAC, Corner Property, Low Taxes, SD#15, Close To 
All, Move Right In  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $725K
Call Mark Lipner
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — Open House Sunday March 
31st 12-1:30pm 144 Pine St. Charming 5BR Colonial In 
SD#15, Eik, Formal DR, Sitting Rm, Lr W/Fplc, Full Basement, 
Patio, Close To All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $649K
Call Ann Marie O’Rourke
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Cedarhurst — Lovely 3BR, 2 Bath Well Maintained 
Colonial, Super Low Taxes, Nice Yard, Close To All $549K
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Woodsburgh — One Of A Kind” Historic Stone Manor 
Home, 5 Bedrooms, Updated Eik & Full Summer Kitchen, 
Lush Property W/IG-Pool, Patio & Waterfall + Cabana
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $P.O.R
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — New Listing — Updated 1BR 
Apartment W/New Kitchen & Bath, Hardwood Floors, 
California Closet, Won’t Last  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $180K
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — Move Right In Magnifi cent 2BR, 2 Full 
Bath Apt Centrally Located In Cedarhurst, Enclosed Terrace, 
High Hats, Kitchen W/Granite Countertops & SS Appliances
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $339K
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Hewlett — New Listing — Bright & Sunny, Very 
Spacious 2BR, 2BA Apartment W/Terrace & Washer/Dryer 
In Apartment, Indoor Parking Space, Storage Room, SD#14, 
Close To All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $299K
Call Mark Lipner
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — Price Reduced — One Of A 
Kind, Top Of The Line Appliances, 1BR, 1.5BA, Walnut Wood 
Floors, Patio, Marble Bathrooms, Washer/Dryer In Apt, 2 
Storage Spaces  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $315K
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

SERVICES 
PROVIDED 

Boro Park Ladies & Children Coat Gemach accepting 
gently used coats in excellent condition. Woodmere drop-off . 
718-972-3699 

Simchas Naava Share your simcha fl owers! Be 
m’sameach other simchas! Donate your fresh fl ower 
arrangements! We will match your simcha date with simchas 
following yours or deliver them to nursing home residents. 
To donate or obtain fl ower arrangements call 
516-239-6066 
In memory of a special friend, Naava Wassner 

Katlowitz 

HELP WANTED 

Healthcare company located in the Flatbush area is 
currently seeking a dynamic Full Time Nursing 
Home Biller to join our staff . Candidate should have 
an understanding of Medicare, Medicaid and Private 
Insurance. Willing to train! Please send your resume to: 
healthcarehiring2018@gmail.com

Bnos Malka Academy is seeking Elementary 
Kodesh teachers and Middle School 
Kodesh teachers, Math teachers, Science 
teachers, and a computer teacher for 
the 2019- 2020 school year.  Candidate must hold a NYS 
teaching license or master’s degree and passionately 
believe that every child can succeed. Please send 
your resume to ekops@bnosmalka.org or 
rungar@bnosmalka.org

Yeshiva Darchei Torah, Far Rockaway, NY Seeks 5th 
grade General Studies teacher. 
Afternoon hours. Excellent working environment and salary. 
Please send resume to ataub@darchei.org

Seeking full time experienced Lawyer. 
Must have experience in School Regulations and 
Education, i.e. tuition reimbursement. Email resume to: 
YLH11214@gmail.com

HELP WANTED 

Great Job Opportunities:
You can now make a diff erence in people’s lives!
Hamaspik of Kings County is seeking comhab 
workers to work with developmentally disabled 
individuals. After school hours, and weekends, 
in various locations.
To learn more about these opportunities or to sign up, 
please call 718-387-8400 X 464.

Seeking Language Arts and Science teacher 
for Jr. High boys’ Yeshiva for September. Warm, enthusiastic, 
supportive environment. Competitive salary. Please email 
resume to rlswia@aol.com or call 
917-742-8909.

Seeking a 1st grade teacher for boys’ yeshiva. 
Experience and Master’s degree preferred. Competitive 
salary, warm supportive environment. Monday-Thursday 
1:30-4:30. Please email resume to rlswia@aol.com or 
call 917-742-8909.

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Cedarhurst — Open House Sunday March 
31st 1-2:30pm 697 Park Ln.
4 Bedrooms, 3 Bath Hi-Ranch In Cedar Bay Park W/
Waterviews, Eik, Formal DR, Den W/Fplc, SD#15, Low Taxes, 
2 Car Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $599K
Call Mark Lipner
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Hewlett — Open House Sunday March. 31st 
11-12:30pm 1606 Nelson Ct. Fully Renovated 4BR, 3.5BA 
Colonial, SD#14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $950K
Call Eliahu Edery
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000 Continued on Page 106

Avi Dubin
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

C: (516) 343-6891 | O: (516) 997-9000
adubin413@gmail.com

Cape Cod style home in Old Woodmere. 4 bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms in beau-
tiful condition with a massive yard on a  quiet street. CAC, gas heating, brand new 
windows and siding. $735K LOW TAXES

Exp 5 BR ranch, 60x100 lot. Grnte/wd EIK, SS appl. Hdwd flrs, natural light. Lg 
closets, walk in attic, built-in shelving in hall, attached grg, deck. 2 br upstairs di-
viseable, well kept bckyd. New win, new bthrm, walk to shuls. Location!! $659K

4br s/h col, country feel, lg prop w/ low taxes. 2.5bths, hdwd flrs, new roof, sid-
ing, win, new boilr, ht wtr tnk. Gas heating, CAC, new bth/br, lg fin bsmnt, fenced 
yd, ing sprinklrs, fpl, 2car grge, patio, skylites, frnt prch, alrms, location! $839K

A well-kept 3br split-style home with a potential for a 4th, 2.5Bath, CAC, 3-zone 
heating, brand new EIK with quartz and backsplash, Academy area $699K

A spacious s/h col w/ close to 3,000sqft of living space, 5br, 3.5bths, new siding 
and roof, hot location!! Near Aish Kodesh and Yeshivah Gedolah $949K

5 BR, 3 Full Bath, Completely updated, Kosher EIK, CAC, Gas Heating, Large Den, 
Large Playroom, Low Taxes 6,577. $799K

CEDARHURSTWOODMERE

WOODMERE

WOODMERE

WOODMERE

OLD WOODMERE

new 

exclusive
new 

exclusive

new!

new!

sold!

price 

reduced
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Woodmere — Sunny & Spacious 2/3BR Townhouse, 
SD#14, Includes 1 Parking Spot In Front Of Unit, Private Yard, 
Washer/Dryer In Unit, Near All  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $389K
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Far Rockaway — New Listing — Lovely Junior 
4 Apartment W/24HR Doorman, Shabbos Elevator Bldg, 
Laundry In Bldg, Large LR/DR, Close To All  . . . . . $179K
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence (Lawrence Bay Park) — Spacious 
totally renovated 6+ BRs, 4bths, gourmet granite kosher 
EIK, FDR, large LR, den, offi  ce, basement on oversized 
property in prime location . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.599M
Call Joan for details 516-319-4482
Five Town Homes 516-569-5710

Woodmere Park — Expanded ranch on cul-de-sac, 
5BR, 3bths, large property, walking distance to LIRR and 
synagogues. No brokers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.25M
Call 646-791-6591

Bayswater — Ideally located brick cape on 
subdividable 9,414 sq.ft. land. Asking . . . . . . . . . $599K
Joe Hersh, Noam Realty 212-431-1234

Deerfi eld Beach, Century Village — 
Completely remodeled 2Br, 2bth, ground fl oor luxury apt, 
by builder. Call 786-514-3993

Old Woodmere — 5BR, 3fb, on .3 acres lot. EIK, Frml 
DR, LR, Den. Fnshd Bsmt. CAC, HW, GAS W2W. 
Asking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.1M
By appointment only. 516-668-2212

Rego Park — bordering Forest Hills 
Gardens, Tudor/brick/attached, 1-Fam, 2BR, 2.5bath, 
Renovated, All new, 4 Fujitsu units, SS appliances & double 
sinks, new AOSmith professional, Andersen windows/
French doors. For sale/rent. Eric 732-493-4507 & 
Shlomo 917-968-2211

FOR RENT 

Far Rockaway — New to market. Renovated, 
1, 2, 3 and 4BR rentals, great location.
Call Joan for details, 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710

Far Rockaway  — Newly Renovated 3BR, 2Bth, 
Apartment in a beautifully enclosed complex on Neilson Street. 
—Move in condition, First Floor—one off  Street parking 
spot—Close to all Shuls—option to add additional rooms 
with a separate Pesach Kitchen and additional bathroom.
Call Yaakov 516-903-0646, Dovid 
516-924-1970, Aaron 347-866-6363

Private House for rent in gated community in one of the best 
parts of Far Rockaway. Beautifully renovated duplex, 3 
full BRs, 4bths - 2 full & 2 half, kitchen with new appliances, LR 
& DR, Basement, full-sized deck with built-in Sukkah frame, 
direct access to backyard, 2 parking spots, shul in complex, 
washer/dryer hookup. To view this unique house, 
call David 516-924-1970, Alex 347-866-6363

Cedarhurst — Totally renovated split level. 3 
Bedroom, 3.5 New Bath. Euro EIK w/ granite countertops. 
Walk to all. Absolutely mint, Must See! For rent
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500/Mo
Call for details. Available Immediately. South 
Shore Estates, call Susan: 516-569-4980

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR SALE

East Rockaway — Mixed Use Bldg; Two 1800SF 
Retail Stores & 1200SF Apartment Attached, High Traffi  c 
Corner Location, On-Site Parking, Convenient to All , For 
Sale…Call Ian for More Details.
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Oceanside — Mixed Use Bldg features Offi  ce/Retail 
Stores on Ground Level with Residential Apartments Above. 
Great Investment Property. For Sale…
Call Alan for More Details.
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Jamaica Ave, QNS — New 3-story net lease comm 
bldg. 10,217± SF incl. legal bsmt in Opp Zone. Built 2017
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.275MM.
Ron Cohen 646-424-5317
Besen & Associates

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Inwood — Various Sized Industrial Buildings Available 
W/Ample Parking, Near LIRR Station, Overhead Doors, 
14-20’ Ceilings, Offi  ce Space, Bathroom, For Lease… Call 
Arthur for More Details.

Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — 1400+/-SF Retail Space with Some 
Off -Site Parking, High Traffi  c Location, Close to Public 
Transportation & Major Highways, For Lease…Call Randy 
for More Details.
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Long Beach — 1600+/-SF Retail Store with 30’ 
Frontage in Great, High Traffi  c Location near LIRR. For 
Lease…Call Ian or Alan for More Details.
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Cedarhurst — Open House Sunday 3/31 
12-1:30PM 317 West Broadway Ours alone. 
First time on market. Young center hall colnoal, large 
LR, FDR, EIK, den with fi replace, huge master suite with 
dressing room and bathroom, plus 3 spacious bedrooms 
(all on one fl oor), full fi nished basement with high ceilings, 
oversized property and low taxes  . . . . . . . . . . . . $969K
For details and appointment.
Call Joan for details 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Oceanside — New exclusive, ours alone! Completely,  
beautifully renovated, spacious 4BR splanch in beautiful 
Madison area. Brand new everything. All custom. On 
oversized property with fi nished basement. Just bring your 
toothbrush and move in. A must see! . . . . . . . . . . $949K
Call Joan 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Open House Sunday 3/31 by 
appointment 1052 Peninsula Blvd. 
Woodmere — New Exclusive —  Very spacious split 
Colonial on Oversized property in need of TLC in SD #14, 
great potential, in desirous SD #14, 4BR, 3Bths, Lr, Formal 
Dr, EIK, Huge Den, Plus sub-basement.  . . . . . . . . $589K
Call Joan for details 516-319-4482
Five Town Homes 516-569-5710

Lawrence —  Beautiful Brick, C/H Colonial, Lg LR With 
Fireplace, Formal DR, Kosher gourmet EIK, 2 Dens, 5+BR (on 
1 level), 3.5Bths, Full fi nished bsmt, in-ground pool, brick 
patio on beautiful property, great location . . $1.650M
Call Joan for details and appointment  516-319-4482
Five Town Homes 516-569-5710

Quality new construction between Peninsula Blvd and 
West Bway, Classic 5+ BR Colonial with full basement, Huge 
Kosher Kitchen. South Shore Estates, 
Call Susan: 516-569-4980

Woodmere Waterfront — Absolutely mint 5 
level split. 5BR, 3Bth, FLR, oversized FDR, top-of-the-
line Euro EIK, 2 family rooms, fi nished basement, lots 
of storage space. Magnifi cent waterfront views w/ two 
decks. Price Reduced, Call for details.Must see! Too much 
to mention. Call for private viewing, Open House by 
Appointment. South Shore Estates, 
Call Susan 516-569-4980

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Multi –family 2 Family house on large lot, 3BR + 3BR, 
apartments. 
South Shore Estates Call Susan: 
516-569-4980

Woodsburgh — Magnifi cent Totally Renovated 7+ BR 
Classic Colonial On 1+ Acre. Lush Grounds With Guest House 
And Pool. Every Amenity. Must See. Walk To IP Minyan. Call For 
Appointment & Price
South Shore Estates, call Susan: 
516-569-4980

Cedarhurst — Located b/w Penisula & W. Broadway. 
Still time to customize! Call for details. Call for price.
South Shore Estates, call Susan: 
516-569-4980

FOR RENT 

Cedarhurst — 4BR duplex, 2 full bths, 2-car driveway. 
Bright, sunny, decorated to suit. Available May 1st
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2950
Call 516-996-1955

Bayswater — Great 3 Bedroom Home For Rent With 
2 Full Baths, Large Unfi nished Above Ground Basement For 
Storage. Garage & Driveway, W/D Hook-Up, Gorgeous Water 
Views  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,200/mo.
Call Irene Steiner
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — Beautiful Recently Renovated 2BR Apt In 
Bldg, SS Appliances, In The Heart Of Lawrence
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,395/mo
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — No Fee & One Month Free 
— 2BR Apt In Bldg, 1BA, Brand New, Quartz Countertops, 
Stainless Steel Appliances, New Cabinetry, HW Floors, New 
Windows, Recessed Lighting, Washer/Dryer In Apt
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,595/mo
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Far Rockaway — Duplex Apt in 2 Family House. 4BR, 
3Bth, Garage, Large playroom, Central Air, New Flooring, 
Renovated Bathroom Asking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3200
Call 917-337-6262, Yossi

Far Rockaway — New to market. Ours alone. 
Spacious totally renovated, 4BR, 2.5bth, duplex apt, kosher 
granite EIK, FDR, large LR, washer/dryer, great backyard 
and parking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3000
Call Joan for details 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Far Rockaway — Updated 3BR apt, LR/DR, kosher 
EIK, 1.5bths, separate entrance. Lower level of house, great 
location. Walk all . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2000 includes utilities
Call Joan for details 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Far Rockaway — Furnished 1.5BR, 24hr doorman, 
elevator, 1st fl oor. All Renovated, Includes heat. Perfect for 
young or senior couple $1500.00. Co-op fees additional. 
516-239-2758 leave a clear message.

Cedarhurst —  Ours Alone — Spacious 
2BR, large Lr, Formal Dr, New EIK with new appliances, 
washer/dryer, H/W fl oors. Upper in 2 Family House, great 
location,walk all Shuls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,500/mo
includes heat, No smokers.
Call Joan for details and appointment, 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Cedarhurst — 1 and 2 and 3 Bedroom apartments 
for Rent. Prime location, Walk all.
Call Joan for details 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

CLASSIFIED ADS
Continued from Page 105
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COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Lynbrook — Executive Offi  ce Suites in Two Story 
Renovated Building with Kitchenette on 2nd Floor, On-Site 
Parking, 6 Suites Available, For Lease…
Call Ian for More Details.
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

East Rockaway — 1,500+/- SF Professional Suite 
in Free Standing Bldg W/Full Basement & Parking, Three 
Private Offi  ces, Conference Room, Bullpen, Reception Area, 
Close to LIRR, For Lease… Call Arthur For More Details
Berkshire Hathaway Pugatch Group 
Woodmere@bhhslaff ey.com, 
bhhslaff ey.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — New to market — 
Commercial Co-op for rent in prime location, good 
for part time professional, close to all. Call for details. 
Call Joan 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Rockville Centre — 3,500 sq. ft., fully wired for Web, 
partitioned, will divide. Call 516-322-3555

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

Lynbrook — For Sale, Convenience Store in great 
location available. Currently active business, with 7 years lease 
remaining. Five parking spaces included.
Call Joan for details 516-319-4482
Five Towns Homes 516-569-5710

MISCELLANEOUS 

Single bochur looking for free used washer/dryer with 
gas connection. Able to take it away. 
Call Pinny 347-642-1380
Cedarhurst — 1BR walk-in apt for rent for Pesach, LR, 
DR, kosher kitchen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Call 917-434-5999

Yeshiva of South Shore has some membership 
openings in its burial society. By purchasing an 
individual, couple or family membership, you will be ensured of 
select plots in one of several New York area cemeteries. For more 
information on burial society membership, please call 516-
374-7363 or e-mail: societies@yoss.org

LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME COURT KINGS COUNTY
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, Plaintiff  
against
ARKADIY KHAVASOV, et al Defendants
Attorney for Plaintiff (s) Fein, Such & Crane, LLP, 28 East 
Main Street Suite 1800, Rochester, NY 14614 Attorney (s) 
for Plaintiff  (s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
March 4, 2019, I will sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder at the Kings County Supreme Court, 360 Adams St, 
Room 224, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 on May 2, 2019 at 2:30 PM. Premises 
known as 2778 Mill Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. Block 
8593 Lot 82. All that certain plot, piece or parcel of land 
with the buildings and improvements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the Borough of Brooklyn, 
County of Kings, City and State of New York. Approximate 
Amount of Judgment is $581,811.28 plus interest and costs. 
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of fi led Judgment 
Index No 505574/2015.
Steven Z. Naiman, Esq., Referee YCHJC037

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME COURT KINGS COUNTY
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION SUCCESSOR BY MERGER 
TO NATIONAL
CITY BANK, Plaintiff  against
WILFRIDO SAQUINAULA, et al Defendants
Attorney for Plaintiff (s) Fein, Such & Crane, LLP, 28 East 
Main Street, Suite 1800, Rochester, NY 14614 Attorney (s) 
for Plaintiff  (s). Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered February 25, 2019, I will sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder at 360 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201 on May 2, 2019 at 2:30 PM. Premises known as 255 
A Graham Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11206. Block 2788 Lot 25. All 
that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, situate, lying and 
being in the Borough of Brooklyn, County of Kings, City 
and State of New York. Approximate Amount of Judgment 
is $203,881.54 plus interest and costs. Premises will be 
sold subject to provisions of fi led Judgment Index No 
503816/2015.
Helene E. Blank, Esq., Referee PNNC063

LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS, NEW PENN FINANCIAL, 
LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING, Plaintiff , vs. TERRENCE ROACHFORD, 
ET AL., Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
fi led on April 9, 2018, and an Order Granting Extension 
to Conduct Foreclosure Sale fi led on March 4, 2019, I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at public auction at the Kings 
County Supreme Court, Room 224, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, NY on May 2, 2019 at 2:30 p.m., premises known 
as 1063 New Jersey Avenue, Unit 2AA, Brooklyn, NY 11207. 
All that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the 
buildings and improvements thereon erected, situate, lying 
and being in the Borough of Brooklyn, County of Kings, City 
and State of New York, Block 4414 and Lot 1013 together 
with an undivided 0.116 percent interest in the Common 
Elements. Approximate amount of judgment is $411,613.71 
plus interest and costs. Premises will be sold subject to 
provisions of fi led Judgment Index # 505306/2013.
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to a return of the deposit paid.
The Purchaser shall have no further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, the Mortgagee’s attorney, or 
the Referee.
Ruth M. Baez, Esq., Referee
Roach & Lin, P.C. fka Peter T. Roach & Associates, P.C., 6901 
Jericho Turnpike, Suite 240, Syosset, New York
11791, Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Notice of Formation of SOLOMON PROPERTIES AT 146 MAIN 
STREET LLC & SOLOMON PROPERTIES AT 136 MAIN STREET 
LLC & Solomon Properties At the Devon LLC. Articles of 
Organization fi led with the secretary of state of New York 
SSNY on 12/18/18 and 3/20/19. Offi  ce location NASSAU. 
SSNY has been designated for service of process served 
against the LLC 499 Chestnut Street, Suite 208, Cedarhurst, 
NY 11516. Purpose any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF NASSAU
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO 
WACHOVIA BANK, N.A., Plaintiff 
AGAINST
NANDASHARIE SHIVMANGAL, et al., Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly dated 
August 14, 2018 I, the undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Calendar Control Part (CCP) Courtroom 
of the Supreme Court, 100 Supreme Court Drive, Mineola, 
NY 11501, on April 16, 2019 at 11:30AM, premises known 
as 782 
ARBUCKLE AVENUE, WOODMERE, NY 11598. All that certain 
plot piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and 
improvements erected, situate, lying and being in the Town 
of Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of New York, 
SECTION 39, BLOCK 620, LOT 10. Approximate amount of 
judgment $1,001,390.88 plus interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provisions of fi led Judgment for 
Index# 16-005423.
ROBERT J. CRISTIANO, ESQ., Referee
Gross Polowy, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff 
1775 Wehrle Drive, Suite 100
Williamsville, NY 14221

Blue Wolf Equities LLC. Filed 12/3/2018. Formation 
1/1/2019. Offi  ce: Nassau Co. SSNY desig. as agent for 
process & shall mail to: 2826 Damascus Ct # F, Balti, MD 
21209. General.

STATE OF NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT: COUNTY OF KINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
        Plaintiff ,
vs.
EMMANUEL MERCADO, ANGELO MIRANDA, et al., 
        Defendants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
NOTICE OF SALE IN FORECLOSURE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT
In pursuance of a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the offi  ce of the County Clerk of Kings County on January 
14, 2019, I, Philip Kamaras, Esq., the Referee named in said 
Judgment, will sell in one parcel at public auction on April 
11, 2019 at the Kings County Supreme Court, Room 224, 
360 Adams Street, Brooklyn, County of Kings, State of New 
York, at 2:30 P.M., the premises described as follows:
27 Milford Street
Brooklyn, NY 11208
SBL No.: Block 4153 Lot 26
ALL THAT TRACT OF PARCEL OF LAND situate in the Borough 
of Brooklyn, County of Kings, City and State of New York
The premises are sold subject to the provisions of the 
fi led judgment, Index No. 510747/2017 in the amount of 
$442,835.53 plus interest and costs.
Brettanie L. Hart Saxton, Esq.
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP
Plaintiff ’s Attorney
700 Crossroads Building, 2 State St.
Rochester, New York 14614
Tel.: 855-227-5072

LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF KINGS WELLS 
FARGO BANK, N.A., Plaintiff  AGAINST ANGUS ALEXANDER 
and SILAS OLLIVIERRE, et al., Defendant(s) Pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly dated January 31, 
2017 I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction 
at the Kings County Supreme Court, 360 Adams Street, 
Room 224, Brooklyn, New York 11201, on April 11, 2019 at 
2:30PM, premises known as 352 LOGAN STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NY 11208. All that certain plot piece or parcel of land, with 
the buildings and improvements erected, situate, lying and 
being in the Borough of Brooklyn, County of Kings, City 
and State of New York, BLOCK 4153, LOT 73. Approximate 
amount of judgment $705,554.95 plus interest and costs. 
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of fi led Judgment 
for Index# 511297/2014. Philip Kamaras, Esq., Referee Gross 
Polowy, LLC Attorney for Plaintiff  1775 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
100 Williamsville, NY 14221 61747

Notice of Formation of Science Over Tradition LLC. Articles 
of Organization fi led with the secretary of state of New York 
SSNY on November, 8 2019 Offi  ce location Nassau County. 
SSNY has been designated for service of process served 
against the LLC 145 Clinton Road Lawrence, NY 11559. 
Purpose any lawful purpose.

Your Real Estate, 
Service, or 

Help Wanted 
Ad Here Every 

Thursday
100,000 readers look 

forward to what’s 
happening in the 5 Towns 
by reading The Five Towns 

Jewish Times. 

1 Week . . . . . . . . . . $35

2 Weeks . . . . . . . . . $60

4 Weeks . . . . . . . . $100

Weekly Ads of up 
to 25 words

Call: 516-569-0502

Fax: 516-569-0552

Or E-mail ads to: 

Classifieds@5tjt.com

Deadline for  

Classified 

Advertising  

in the next issue  

is Monday,

April 1,

at 5:00 p.m.

Call  

516-569-0502
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Turn Clutter Into 
Kindness At The 
Community Mega 
Clothing Drive 
For Israel

The entire class was counting down to 
Wednesday, the day of the big end-of-the-
year trip, the highlight of fourth grade. But 
when the big day came, Avi was not there. 
He told his mom he had a stomachache, 
but he was really hiding under his blankets, 
ashamed because he didn’t have sneakers, 
a bathing suit, and a knapsack to carry his 
stuff .

No kid should be robbed of his childhood 
because he does not own clothes that fi t. No 
struggling breadwinner should be forced 
to skip a job interview, missing an oppor-
tunity to support his family, because he 
doesn’t have appropriate clothes. No moth-

er should need to decide between providing 
dental work or a warm jacket for her child. 
Unfortunately, these diffi  cult choices and 
life situations are the reality for many fam-
ilies in Israel.

In an eff ort to address these problems, 
Yad Leah will be hosting a Five Towns 
Mega Clothing Drive on Sunday, March 
31. The entire community is encouraged to 
clean for Pesach with an eye towards help-
ing others. The dress at the back of the clos-
et that never quite looked right could be the 
perfect fi t for a teenage girl desperate to fi t 
in with her classmates. That nice top that is 
just a bit too tight has the potential to give 
the dignity needed to walk into school, shul, 
or a job with pride and confi dence.

All donations of excellent quality, infant 
through adult clothing, are desperately 
needed as well as linens, towels, table-
cloths, handbags, shoes, hair accessories, 
and all outerwear.

Clothing will be sorted and shipped to 
23 Yad Leah branches throughout Israel. 
Each branch is set up in an organized, neat, 
clean, and inviting way, enabling families to 
obtain the clothing they need in a dignifi ed 
fashion. Recipients include native Israelis 
as well as olim from North America, the 
former Soviet Union, Ethiopia, India, and 
Peru.

A monetary contribution is not required, 
but a minimum $36 donation is encouraged 
to defray the cost of shipping and to ensure 
that the clothing reaches needy families 
as effi  ciently as possible. All clothing and 
monetary donations are tax-deductible.

The convenient drop off  locations will 
be open from 9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. at Young 
Israel of Lawrence-Cedarhurst at 8 Spruce 
Street in Cedarhurst and the Irving Place 
Minyan located at 111 Irving Place in 
Woodmere. For more information, visit 
YadLeah.org. 

Continued from Page 102

AROUND THE 5 TOWNS

Bnei Akiva of Woodmere and 
the Young Israel of Woodmere 
Sisterhood joined forces this 

past week for an epic hamantaschen 
bake! With well over 100 people in at-

tendance, the evening brought gener-
ations together, as children of all ages 
baked hamantaschen with their par-
ents and grandparents. In true Bnei 
Akiva style, the high-school madrichim 
were empowered to help host and lead 
the event. Flour, jam, and sprinkles 
were everywhere, laughter fi lled the 
room, and everyone went home with 
delicious Purim treats! For more infor-
mation about Bnei Akiva and upcom-
ing events, follow them on Facebook 
@BneiAkivaWoodmere. 

TEEN SCENE

Bnei Akiva Hamantasch Bake

And Moshe diligently 
sought the goat of the 

sin offering, and, behold, 
it was burnt . . . 

(Vayikra 10:16)
Three goats were brought that day 
as sin-offerings: (1) the one that 
G-d commanded should be offered 
by Aharon on the occasion of the 
Eighth Day; (2) the one brought 
by Nachshon, leader of the tribe 
of Judah, as the first in the series 
of offerings brought by the tribal 
heads in honor of the Sanctuary’s 
inauguration; (3) the goat offered 
every Rosh Chodesh (first of the 
month—that day was the first of 
Nissan).

The first two were not burnt, but 
eaten by Aharon and his sons as 
per Moshe’s instructions. The Rosh 
Chodesh offering, however, Aharon 
burned, reasoning that if he was 
instructed to eat the meat of the 
day’s special offerings even though 
he is in mourning (contrary to the 
usual law), he should not deduce that 
the same applies to an offering that 
is not unique to this special occasion, 
but is part of the regularly scheduled 
offerings.

This distinction escaped Moshe, who 
demanded of Aharon and his sons: 
Why did you burn this sin-offering? 
And if you burned it because you 
are mourners, why did you eat the 
others? To which Aharon replied: “If 
you heard this instruction (that the 
offerings should be eaten even by 
mourners) regarding the offerings of 
the moment, you should not apply the 
same to the offerings for all times.”

(Talmud, Zevachim; Rashi)
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Central Engineers 
Aim High

Through the generosity of the Cen-
ter for Initiatives in Jewish Educa-
tion, Central engineering students 
spent Monday afternoon at the Cor-
nell Technion campus on Roosevelt Is-

land, along with Mr. David Horstman, 
their engineering teacher, and Mrs. 
Marci Karoll, director of educational 
technology. Only four all-girls schools 
were invited to attend the conference. 

The students had the opportunity to 
participate in two workshops. One 
workshop was called “Design Think-
ing Experience” in which the students 
quickly built product prototypes to 
solve a random but defined problem. 
The second workshop, “Creepy or 
Convenient,” was a thought-provoking 

discussion in which students exam-
ined how companies, such as Amazon 
and USA Today, use client informa-
tion. Sophomore Abigail Abramchayev 
especially enjoyed hearing from the 
speakers and completing the group 
project. She shared, “It was a really fun 

afternoon and I am excited for more 
events like this.” 

Central Celebrates 
Purim

After two weeks of Purim learning, 
senior dress-up, and other Purim 
prep, Central finally welcomed Pu-
rim. On Wednesday, Ta’anit Esther, 
the girls joined other yeshiva day 
and high schools across the country, 

COMMUNITY NEWS FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD

Continued on Page 110

Central Engineers

Central Purim Night in West Hempstead
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participating in a meaningful pro-
gram coordinated by the Israel Edu-
cation Network and Mizrachi Amer-
ica. They recited Tehillim together, 
sang together, and heard divrei To-
rah from around the world. On 
Wednesday night, students and fac-
ulty gathered, in both West Hemp-
stead and Queens, for Purim mesibot. 
Students joined for singing, dancing, 
eating, and hamantaschen-making. 
Special thank you to sophomores 
Ruthie Feinberg, Ribecca Silvera, 
Shira Schwartz, and Eliana Sicklick 
for setting up the West Hempstead 
party. On Purim day, freshmen Ni-
cole Gavrielov and Talia Hazan and 
senior Tikva Goldberg visited the 
Meadow Park Rehab Center for me-
gillah reading and delivering mish-
loach manot. Festivities continued 
in school on Shushan Purim with the 
Purim Chagigah led by Azamra DJ. 
The Central community danced and 
celebrated the holiday and captured 
the Purim spirit! 

MTA Talmidim And 
Rebbeim Celebrate 
Purim Together

MTA talmidim and rebbeim enjoyed 
an unforgettable Purim celebration to-
gether. The evening started with Min-
chah and shiurim, followed by Ma’ariv, 
Megillah, and break-fast. Then the real 
fun began with incredible dancing, tre-
mendous ruach, an entertaining Purim 
video created by the seniors, and a cos-
tume contest. They ended the night at 
the Yeshiva University chagigah, where 
everyone had a great time dancing 
with MTA alumni as well as YU roshei 
yeshiva and talmidim! 

JACS Gearing Up For 
75th Retreat

By Chaye Kohl
In 1979, a small group of Jews, hon-

est about the concerns they faced with 
addiction, founded and fostered the 
growth of a self-help organization. They 
wanted to create a safe space where 
they could feel whole in recovery. These 
addicts and alcoholics in recovery had 
been attending meetings of AA (Alco-
holics Anonymous) and NA (Narcotics 

Anonymous) in church basements in 
their communities. While the fellow-
ship at these meetings helped them stay 
sober, it was nonetheless diffi  cult for 
these Jews to reconcile their Jewish af-
fi liation with their recovery selves. And 
so JACS was born.

JACS (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemical-
ly dependent persons, and Signifi cant 
others) helps Jews strengthen their re-
covery in conjunction with their Juda-
ism. JACS sponsors retreat weekends to 
provide opportunities for intense meet-
ings, chances to enjoy Shabbat with 
like-minded individuals, and forums 
for discussions about issues of recovery 
and Judaism with rabbis and rabbinical 
students. JACS is under the umbrella of 
the Jewish Board in New York City. The 
JACS offi  ce holds recovery meetings 
and provides referrals for addicts, alco-
holics, and their families.

Zev, a JACS member, shares, “I dis-
covered JACS before joining AA and 
count them as game-changers in the 
course of my life. They introduced me 
to the world of recovery, that I am not 
alone as an alcoholic who is Jewish. 
The friendship and fellowship I estab-

lished in JACS will last a lifetime. We 
all know each other like family. Coming 
into recovery, I have been able to … con-
nect with G-d in a way that had eluded 
me from early childhood. I enjoy the 
retreats because there is nothing like 
spending a Shabbos away with people 
who are like-minded, in the world of 
recovery which is Jewish! I especially 
like “The Rabbis’ Forum” right after the 
midday Kiddush, where the entire group 
can ask all the rabbis any question! 
There is genuine spirituality in that 
room. I am looking forward to this year’s 
retreat and hope to meet many new and 
familiar faces.”

Lisa, a longtime JACS member, adds, 
“JACS has been a wonderful part of my 
life. My JACS family has stood by me at 
the most important moments of my life. 
JACS has brought me closer to my faith 
and has helped me in my recovery.”

Forty years later, there are numerous 
success stories from grateful families 
and individuals—JACS has literally 
saved lives! And this May 11–12, JACS 
will hold its 75th retreat. JACS wel-
comes the “old-timers” and “newcom-
ers” to this year’s retreat, being held in 
the pastoral setting of the Block-Hexter 
Retreat Center, 31 Barry Watson Way in 
Lakewood, PA.

The retreat provides an experience 
where Jews of all denominations can 
celebrate Shabbat in recovery. There 
are prayer services (Orthodox, “Carle-
bach Style,” and egalitarian) as well as 
a meeting titled: “Why I am Not in Ser-
vices.” There are workshops, recovery 
meetings, and fun-fi lled activities. The 
kumzits on Saturday night is a favorite. 
The meetings are recovery themed. And 
there is a Torah class based on text and 
linked to issues of recovery. Opportuni-
ties exist for participants to reconnect 
with old friends, meet new people, and 
“Take a Rabbi for a Walk.”

Deena, who has been a member of 
JACS since 1992, explains why she 
never misses a retreat: “A JACS retreat 
gives me the chance to explore what is 
on my mind and connect with my Jew-
ish recovery family.”

JACS, in addition to running retreats, 
sponsors “Spiritual Days” on occasional 
Sundays during the year. It runs recov-
ery workshops in the evening around 
the High Holidays. JACS members also 
come together to celebrate Sukkot, Cha-
nukah, and Purim.

Unfortunately, denial around issues 
of addiction has kept members of the 
Jewish community from seeking help 
for addictive behavior. Shame may 
have kept family members from deal-
ing with the addiction of a loved one. 
JACS can provide guidance, referrals to 
treatment, and mentors (we call them 
sponsors). These are just a phone call or 
e-mail away. Contact Shoshana Kirsch 
Nirenberg, MSW, program coordinator, 
at 212-632-4718 or snirenberg@jbfcs.
org, or visit JewishBoard.org/JACSRe-
treat to learn more. 

Team HASC Jerusalem 
Serves Klal Yisrael … 
And Potato Kugel!

By Avi Pollak, Program Director
The 2019 annual Jerusalem Mara-

thon featured Team HASC’s most suc-
cessful showing yet. Almost 300 runners 
came from all over the U.S. and Israel to 
raise money and to support the campers 

Click under the Home icon to use the  
new author directory at 5TJT.com.

Read more articles by your  
favorite columnists.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Continued from Page 109
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and families of Camp HASC. The dedi-
cated runners surpassed the fundrais-
ing and participation goals set out in the 
campaign and proved yet again that our 
eff ort is what matters most.

Like the Camp HASC families, camp-

ers, and staff  members who represent 
the full spectrum of Jewish commu-
nities around the world each summer, 
Team HASC also comprised all types of 
Jews united for a special day in Jerusa-
lem. Queen Esther commanded, “Lech 

k’nos et kol haYehudim—go gather all 
the Jews.” Gathering all the Jews is our 
mission each summer in Camp HASC, 
as well as this Friday at the marathon, 
all in support of our special campers.

The team was a generational expe-
rience as well, including HASC grand-
parents who have been involved for de-
cades, young children in strollers who 
participated for the very fi rst time, and 
a really great group of current, past, 
and future staff  members who remain 
tightly connected to Camp HASC and 
their campers. Shmiel Kahn, camp di-
rector, noted that the gathering almost 
felt “l’ma’alah min ha’tevah—beyond 
the rules of nature,” with so many types 
of people dedicating themselves to the 
cause.

Many charity teams run in the Je-
rusalem marathon, but Team HASC 
remains famous for its delicious pota-

to and Yerushalmi kugels! Over 2,000 
pieces of kugel were served to runners, 
fans, marathon staff , and security forc-
es—bringing amazing smiles to the fac-
es of everyone present; as Rav Judah 
Mischel, executive director, points out, 
“Our eff ort in the Jerusalem Marathon 
really represents what Camp HASC is 
all about: Ahavas Yisrael, mesirus nefesh 
for others, teamwork, meaningful fun, 
awesome ruach, and great potato kugel. 
Seeing all the families, alumni, staff , and 
friends who join us is so encouraging to 
all of us, and it’s such a kiddush Hashem.”

Team HASC’s kugel and good spirit 
went viral this year when top Israeli so-
cial-media infl uencers, including Yair 
Cherki, posted all about it. “Seems to be 
the only marathon in the world where 
potato and Yerushalmi kugel are dis-
tributed at the end,” featuring the Team 
HASC staff  serving hungry runners. 

Team HASC at Jerusalem Marathon
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MTA LIONS NAMED 
SARACHEK TIER II CHAMPIONS
BY IKEY GUTLOVE (‘20)

When March 4, otherwise 
known as “Sarachek Se-
lection Monday,” arrived 

and the seeds of the tournament were 
revealed, the Lions were determined to 
become the Tier II champions. Coach 
Weissberg even offered a great incen-
tive to encourage the team to play their 
best—if they went undefeated, they 
would be able to pick his baby’s name.

Right from the start of the tour-
nament, it was noticeable that the 
Lions came to play and were not go-
ing to back down from any challenge 
they faced on the court. On Thursday, 
March 14, the Lions started the tour-
nament strong against Hillel of Pitts-
burgh. The Lions began the game on 
a 9–0 run and they didn’t look back. 
Although their opponent made strides 
and the game became a closer contest, 
the Lions continued to add to their 
insurmountable lead and ultimate-
ly secured the victory. The next day, 
MTA faced off against Beth Tfiloh in 
a memorable game. The Lions start-
ed out slow and missed many shots, 

but managed to stay close throughout 
the game. With 10 seconds left in reg-
ulation, the scoreboard showed a tied 
game of 49–49, but the Lions weren’t 
ready to give up. David Saginor (‘19) 
inbounded the ball to Yoni Rothberg 
(‘19), who then passed the ball to Eitan 
Warburg (‘19). Warburg channeled his 
inner James Harden by creating space 
for himself with a slight crossover and 
step-back, then taking a shot that went 
straight into the net, beating the buzz-
er and scoring the win for MTA. This 
win left MTA with a 2–0 record and se-
cured the team’s spot in the semifinals. 
The Lions headed into the Shabbaton 
part of the Sarachek tournament in ex-
tremely positive spirits.

Shabbos was filled with ruach and 
inspirational speeches from Yeshi-
va University basketball coach Elliot 
Steinmetz, former NBA player and 
brother of JR Smith Chris Smith, as 
well as his agent, Daniel Hazan. The 
Shabbaton was a well-deserved break 
from basketball for every team, and 
on-court rivalries became off-court 

friendships. Once Shabbos ended, bas-
ketball started up again and the Lions 
were back on their mission to secure a 
championship.

On Sunday, MTA continued their 
winning streak with a 66–62 win over 
the Posnack Rams in the semifinals 
and were ready to take on the champi-
onship.

On championship Monday, the Max 
Stern Athletic Center was filled to ca-
pacity with MTA fans who wanted to 
win the championship almost as badly 
as the players. The entire student body 
and faculty came out to support the 
Lions with tremendous school spirit. 
The Lions started out against the Fas-
man Yeshiva defense, and at the end 
of the first quarter, Fasman was in the 
lead 16–4. With not only the champi-
onship on the line, but also the nam-
ing of Coach Weissberg’s baby, the Li-
ons continued to fight back until they 
achieved success. Both teams fought 
hard, but the Lions came away with the 
win. As the final seconds ticked off the 
clock, MTA fans stormed the court, as 
their team defeated the odds and went 
a perfect 4–0, winning the Sarachek 
Tournament Tier II Championship.

Special shout-out to Yeshiva Uni-
versity for hosting a truly amazing 
tournament, as well as to the Lions 
coaches, Coach Weissberg and Coach 
Weisel, for a great tournament run 
and a great season. Congratulations 
to Hudy Weiss (‘19) for being named 
to the tournament all-star team, Ei-
tan Warburg for being selected to the 
all-tournament second team, and Eit-
an Pfeiffer (‘19) for being named Tier 

II MVP. These three seniors, along 
with seniors Avi Wolk, David Saginor, 
Yoni Rothberg, Joey Hernandez Burg, 
Ephraim Greenberg, and Micha’el 
Shloush, have been great teammates 
as well as great role models for the ju-
niors on the team. A special thank you 
to Coach Mark Weisel, who is retiring 
from his position as MTA’s basketball 
coach for the past 14 years and has 
been an extremely vital part of the Li-
ons, both past and present.

Now all the Lions need to do is vote on 
the baby’s name. 

Running For A Holy 
Cause In The Holy City: 
Team Our Place In The 
Jerusalem Marathon

On erev Shabbat, March 15, Joey 
Brody (center of photo), a resident of 
Great Neck, N.Y., studying at Yehivat 
Lev HaTorah in Ramat Bet Shemesh 

NONONONCTIOCTIOCTIOSEECECECWEEW EKLY SWCCCIAL WA SPEECCA SPE OOOWW CCCCCCIAAA L IIII OOOAAA AA NNN
OR TEENSR TEENSR TEENSWRI EN BY TEERITTEN BY TEW ENS, FOWW NN EEEEY SSSW SSSNNS

A SPECIAL WEEKLY SECTION
WRITTEN BY TEENS, FOR TEENS

SUBMISSIONS WELCOME 5TJTSTORIES@GMAIL.COM

5TJT SPORTS CENTER

Joey Brody (center) running for 
Team Our Place in the Jerusalem Marathon
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for his gap year in Israel, com-
pleted the 10 km Jerusalem 
Winner Marathon among 
40,000 participants. Joey’s 
sponsored run was for Team 
Our Place, an organization 
that employs a multifacet-
ed approach to counseling, 
rehab, and guiding troubled 
Jewish youth in their return 
to mainstream society. Its 
inspiring executive direc-
tor, Rabbi Aryeh Young, is a 
charismatic rebbe at Rambam 
Mesivta High School in Law-
rence, from which Joey grad-
uated from last May. The Je-
rusalem Marathon is unique 
in its setting. Runners pass 
by fascinating historical sites 
that illuminate 3,000 years 
of the history of Jerusalem, 
the unified capital of Israel. 
Joey is pictured nearing the 
finish line to the theme song 
of Rocky with two of his team-
mates, Sammy Merzel of Sil-
ver Spring, MD and Shlomo 
Silverberg of L.A. 

SKA Sonics Score!
By Esther Miller SKA ‘19
What an amazing season 

the SKA Sonics basketball 
team had! With an 11–1 re-
cord and a first-place seed, 
the team coached by Batshe-
va Aaron earned their way 
straight to the playoffs and 
on to being champions!

The Sonics went on to beat 

the Ilan Invaders in their play-
off  game and their winning 
streak continued. On March 
11, at Central High School, the 
Sonics did not let their fans 
down. They put up a great 
game against the Magen David 
Warriors and pulled out with a 
victory. The SKA Sonics were 
named champions! During the 
championship game the Son-
ics came out strong and gained 
an early lead that they kept 
throughout the exciting game. 
Classmates, teachers, princi-
pals, family members, and our 
brand new mascot came to 
support the team and their en-
couragement from the onset of 
the game really paid off .

Tammy Aryeh, Elisheva 
Miller, Esther Miller, Regina 
Saada, and Ariella Wang, the 
seniors and starters, will tru-
ly be missed next season. The 
Sonics thank their amazing 
coach and all of their fans for 
supporting them throughout 
the amazing season.

Lets go Sonics! 

YCQ Wildcats Win 
the JV Basketball 
Championships

On Monday, March 18, in the 
HAFTR gym packed with stu-
dents, families, and fans, the Ye-
shiva of Central Queens Wild-
cats JV boys’ basketball team 
won the championships against 

Magen David Yeshiva. It was 
a close game throughout, with 
YCQ maintaining the lead. The 
ruach in the gym was strong 
and the boys from both teams 
played hard. In the end, under 
the leadership of Coach Justin 
Schussheim, the JV Wildcats 
won the Yeshiva League Cham-
pionships 24–15. 

Champion SKA Sonics

Members of the champion YCQ JV boys’ basketball team

Remember 
that article?

Visit our archive section 

and find any issue of the

5 Towns Jewish Times 

online @

www.5TJT.com
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W hat a week in Israel!
The so-called mistak-

en rocket attacks from 
Hamas and the escalation in the 
necessary defenses of our country. 
The election coming closer with Bibi 
Netanyahu under a slightly stronger 
challenge than normal. Who knows 
what will occur?

These events lead to people ask-
ing me what effect it will have on the 
market. Let’s start at the beginning. 
We are a strong nation and strong 
people. In the past, at times worse 
than this, the market has frozen, 
leading to a low volume of transac-
tions and no rush to dispose of prop-
erty quickly.

A very small percentage of sellers 
need to sell—whatever the political 

climate. These sellers mean this is a 
time buyers should consider entering 
the market.

Policies can be different. For exam-
ple, a now accepted purchase tax for 
second-time buyers in Israel or any 
foreign buyer is now very much part 
of purchasing an apartment. Build-
ers and developers could also be con-
cerned about future fiscal policy. If a 
change to a more left-wing govern-
ment is in the cards, it may open up 
a window of time where developers 
will be looking to sell quicker.

While we are unlikely to see a 10–
25 percent drop in prices in the local 
Jerusalem market, the uncertainty 
means that opportunities are being 
created for buyers in a good position 
to purchase.

In other news we are just starting 
to plan our informative seminars 
on how to buy property in Israel for 
June. If anyone would be interest-
ed in having us come to you locally 
to give a presentation, please be in 
touch! 

Ben Levene is sales director of CapitIL Real 
Estate Agency and is a licensed real estate agent 
in Israel. CapitIL is located on King David 
Street in Jerusalem. E-mail ben@capitil.com, 
call 646-781-7745, or visit CapitIL.com to learn 
more.

HALB Lions Beat HANC 5-0 
To Become Metropolitan Yeshiva 
Junior High School Hockey League 
2018-2019 Champions

HALB Lions Yoni Adler, Baer Boczko, Jacob Frenkel, Noah Friedman, Avi Glick, Shmulie Glick, 
Eitan Katz, Benji Kirschner, Pinny Klein, Nathaniel Lawrence, Jack Lebor, Moshe Marks, 

Marc Matlis, Andrew Mordowitz, Avi Ostreicher, Moshe Rattner, Judah Rosenthal, Ariel Rogoff , 
David Rothman, Isaac Soff er, Samuel Weisman, coach Steven Mark, 

and assistant coach Matthew Mark

We are 
a strong 
nation.

INVESTING IN ISRAEL
By Ben Levene

Planning a 
simcha?

Check out 
5TJT.com's new 

Lifestyle: 
Music & 
Simchas 

section for 
expert advice 
and ideas to 

make your day 
extraordinary.
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Some interesting local news: 
Aron’s Kissena Farms is open-
ing a 15,000- foot Pesach Super-

market/Mega Center in the vacant Na-
tional Wholesale Liquidators property. 
Instead of the crowded tent of the past 
years, this should be a whole new and 
comfortable shopping experience. I 
hope to stop by soon to check it out.

On Sunday night, missiles were 
launched from Gaza into the Tel Aviv/
Kfar Saba area and a missile made a 
direct hit on a house in Moshav Mish-
meret, injuring seven people. The house 
was demolished, and four pet dogs were 
killed. Someone posted on Facebook that 
if we got PETA to condemn the death of 
the dogs, there will fi nally be some pub-
lic denunciation of “animal brutality.” 
No one cares about the Israelis who get 
injured or killed, but perhaps they will 
care about the animals that get killed. 
Imagine the headlines in the papers.

Binyamin Netanyahu was in Wash-
ington to meet with Trump and to be 
there for the signing of the proclama-
tion recognizing Israel’s sovereignty of 
the Golan Heights. He is heading back 
to Israel because of the missiles and the 
strong response by the IDF.

The Mueller probe fi nally gave their 
fi ndings and all the mainstream media 

are saying the same thing. Watching Fox 
last night, they had blurbs of diff erent 
news broadcasters from ABC, CBS, and 
CNN repeating words that my husband 
said sounded like a script. “Just because 
they didn’t fi nd collusion doesn’t mean 
there was no collusion,” and the Dem-
ocrats are planning to continue inves-
tigating. Senator Lindsey Graham said 
that the Republicans will start investi-
gating this dragged-out hoax that from 
the beginning was intent on Trump los-
ing the election, and when he won, in-
tent on impeachment.

Unrelated to this, I want to give a 
yashar koach to Queens Hatzolah mem-
bers who came to my offi  ce on Sunday 
because I had an allergic reaction to 
something I ate. They were profession-
al, calming, and, baruch Hashem, I’m 
fi ne. But now I am nervous about eat-
ing anything unless I know the full in-
gredients. I will have to read all labels, 
but what about restaurants or takeout? 
Some things are hidden in the recipe. 
In this case, ground pumpkin seeds 
were added to chummus. I didn’t read 
the ingredients because I never would 
suspect pumpkin seeds as an ingredient 
in chummus. Now I know that if it has 
diff erent fl avors or varieties, it must be 
checked.

Take care of yourselves and your fam-
ilies. If you know that you have aller-
gies, be vigilant in checking ingredients. 
Again, a big thanks to the Hatzolah guys 
who are always there quickly when you 
need them.

Roshei Yeshiva Of 
BMG Visit CHAZAQ 
Headquarters In KGH

The week of Parashas Vayikra was 
the annual Shabbos of chizuk in the 
Queens community in which HaRav 
Yerucham Olshin, rosh yeshiva of Beis 
Medrash Govoha (BMG) in Lakewood, 
inspired hundreds of community mem-
bers by giving shiurim throughout Kew 
Gardens Hills.

On motzaei Shabbos, the rosh yeshiva 
made a late-night visit to the Chazaq 
headquarters in Queens to get a close 

and personal glimpse into Chazaq’s 
life-changing operations.

The private meeting included Rav 
Noach Isaac Oelboum (Khal Nachlas 
Yitzchok) and Rav Doniel Lander (rosh 
yeshiva of Ohr HaChaim), together with 
several staff  and board members from 
Chazaq.

Then on Monday night, prior to a par-
lor meeting benefi ting BMG at the Sha-
fran residence, rosh yeshiva Rav Malk-
iel Kotler also made a visit to Chazaq’s 
headquarters.

Similar to a recent meeting with Rav 
Shmuel Kamenetsky, shlita, the meet-
ings focused on the challenges facing 
the Bukharian community, with the 
foremost concern being that approx-
imately 10,000 traditional Bukharian 

12:30 Friday 333 Pearsall Avenue, Cedarhurst
 Second floor conference room
1:30 Agudas Achim, Monday- Thursday
 333 Pearsall Avenue, Cedarhurst
 Second floor conference room
1:35  Yeshiva Shor Yashov
 Kollel Avreichem
 Rabbi Katz’s Shul (Congregation Shomer Shabbos)
 Maariv is 15 min. after shkiah
1:45 Agudath Israel of Long Island
 (Sundays & legal holidays)
 Yeshiva Gedolah of the 5 Towns
1:50 Yismach Moshe @ The Premier
2:00  5 Towns Judaica
2:15 Yeshiva of Far Rockaway
2:45 Agudath Israel of Long Island
 Also 15 minutes before shkiah
 Yeshiva Gedolah of the 5 Towns
 Young Israel Woodmere (M-Th)
 (Halacha shiur 15 min. before)
3:00 Judaica Plus
4:00 Young Israel of Woodmere (M-Th)
4:15 Adas Yisroel of NY United Hebrew
 Community of NY

5:00 333 Pearsall Avenue, Cedarhurst, 2nd floor
7:30 The Shteebel (Main Bais Medrash)
7:45  Chabad of the 5 Towns
8:00  Shaaray Tefila Also 10 minutes before shkiah
 The White Shul
 Congregation Tifereth Zvi
 Beis Medrash Heichal Dovid (S-Th)
8:05 Young Israel of North Woodmere
8:15 Young Israel of Lawrence Cedarhurst
 The Shteebel (Downstairs in Simcha Hall)
8:30 Bais Medrash of Harborview
 Yismach Moshe @ The Premier
 Bais Medrash Ateres Yisroel (Rabbi Blumenkrantz)
8:45  Yeshiva of Far Rockaway
 Agudas Israel of Long Island
9:00 Young Israel of Woodmere
 Yeshiva Shor Yoshov
9:15 Beis Medrash of Woodmere
 Shaaray Tefila
 Agudas Israel of Long Island
 Yeshiva Shor Yoshov
 Young Israel of Lawrence Cedarhurst
 The Shteebel (Downstairs in Simcha Hall)
 Bais Ephraim Yitzchok (M-Th) 
 Young Israel of Hewlett
9:30 Young Israel of Woodmere
 Beis Medrash Heichal Dovid (S-Th)
9:45 Yeshiva Shor Yashov
 Yeshiva Gedolah of the 5 Towns
 Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tzvi (S-Th)
 The White Shul
10:00 Young Israel of Woodmere
 Agudas Israel of Long Island
 Yeshiva of Far Rockaway
 The Shteebel (Main Bais Medrash)
10:15 Kollel Avreichem
 Young Israel of Lawrence-Cedarhurst
10:30 Young Israel of Woodmere
 Agudas Israel of Long Island
 Yeshiva Gedolah of the 5 Towns
11:00 Young Israel of Woodmere
11:15 Kehillas Bais Yehuda (Thursdays)
10:40, 11: 00, 11:20 11:40 12:00
 Boston Beis Midrash of Lawrence

To add or modify a listing, please email: 5tjtgraphics@gmail.com

Minyanim in the 5 Towns/Far Rockaway Area
Mincha Maariv

During the winter months Young Israel of Woodmere has a marriv minyan 
every half hour after 6:30, ending with the 11:00 maariv. 
Boston Beis Midrash of Lawrence has maariv every 20 minutes from 10:40-12
From Pesach until Succos, 10 minutes before Plag mincha followed immedi-
ately by Maariv in the White Shul.

NEWS FROM 
THE HILLS
By Chanita Teitz

Continued on Page 116
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children attend public school in the 
Queens community.

Besides the violence and substance 
abuse that many students unfortunate-
ly become accustomed to, it has also led 
to widespread intermarriage, and hun-
dreds have lost their Jewish identity 
over the years.

Rabbi Ilan Meirov, director of 
Chazaq, described some of the many 
programs that Chazaq offers to 
strengthen the community at large. 
They include Sunday and afterschool 
programs for children, separate teen 
sessions for boys and girls, com-
munity-wide shiurim on an array 
of topics, along with a beis medrash

program and kollel. The PSTY (public 
school to yeshiva division) is one of 
Chazaq’s crown jewels and the main 
topic of the meeting.

R’ Ephraim Rubinov, who was orig-
inally a successful computer tech-
nician who dropped his career to 
dedicate himself to the community, 
showed the rabbanim all the work 
Chazaq has accomplished and can, 
be’H, accomplish in the future with 

the proper resources. He is current-
ly running a task force of several 
recruiters who contact parents, dis-
cuss the physical and spiritual dan-
gers of public school, help identify 
the appropriate religious school, and 
help them transition into them. He 
has designed a computer program 
that stores the database of thousands 

of children, the status of each active 
case, every interaction of his team 
and the prospective yeshiva student, 
and the follow-up of all children who 
have already made the transition. R’ 
Ephraim himself is responsible for 

gathering all the documents needed 
to verify the lineage of each child. 
This can include birth certificates, 
marriage licenses, and kesubos. With 
Hashem’s help, Chazaq has already 
transferred approximately 600 chil-
dren to yeshivos in two and a half 
years, a truly remarkable accom-
plishment.

The roshei yeshiva were visibly 
touched by the work Chazaq does 
and blessed them to continue in their 
avodas ha’kodesh.

For more information about Chazaq, 
please visit Chazaq.org or e-mail info@
chazaq.org. For sponsorship opportuni-
ties, please visit givechazaq.com.

YCQ Celebrates Purim 
With Chesed 
and Carnival

By Michal Katz
On March 18, the Yeshiva of Cen-

tral Queens JHS had a chesed day. 
The 6th-grade girls went to the Atria 
Kew Gardens. At Atria, the girls cel-
ebrated Purim with the residents by 
singing songs, socializing with them, 
decorating masks, and playing Purim 
Mad Libs. The girls had conversa-
tions with the residents, which made 
the residents rejoice. The residents 
were happy to be having fun with 
their guests. They enjoy having the 
girls visit and keep them company. 
One of the residents said it was nice 
to have young girls come visit be-
cause they are lonely and do not get a 
lot of visitors. Many of the residents 
never celebrated Purim before and 
were excited to share in this experi-
ence. Sarah Borukhov, grade 6, said, 
“It is important to go on these chesed
trips because we make the people 
there happy.” The girls have a chance 
to do chesed for other people while 
learning how important it is to do 
this mitzvah. Maytal Gigi said, “Do-
ing chesed makes others feel happy 
while also making us feel good. Doing 
this mitzvah still made me feel good 
even though I gave and did not get 
anything in return.”

After learning about the impor-
tance of chesed and giving to others by 
bringing the spirit and joy of Purim 
to several community nursing homes 
as well as making Purim masks and 
art with students at HASC, YCQ stu-
dents celebrated Shushan Purim on 
Friday, March 22 with a carnival at 

Located in Aish Kodesh: 894 Woodmere Place, Woodmere

 Inspiring shiurim in 
hashkafa and halacha

 In-depth textual classes

 World renowned lecturers

 Personal appointments 
and mentoring

 Shabbatons

 Melave Malkas

 Shadchan on premises

 N’shei division catering 
to our married alumnae

 Unique Chessed opportunities

 Various outreach/Kiruv 
programs and events

 Job opportunities

  To sponsor a future Sh’eefa event on our calendar  
 

 info@sheefa.org 

Take care of yourselves 
and your families.

NEWS FROM THE HILLS
Continued from Page 115

YCQ sixth-grade girls celebrated Purim with residents of the Atria Kew Gardens
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school filled with rides, cotton can-
dy, popcorn, a hamantaschen bake-
off, and a talent show. The students 
and faculty all came dressed in cos-
tumes and the excitement could be 
felt throughout the halls.

Bais Yaakov Early 
Childhood Center Visits 
Rabbi Teitelbaum’s Shul

The children at the BYQ Early Child-
hood Center are enjoying going out into 
the community and learning about their 
world. The girls in pre-1A-R showed in-
terest in shuls and what goes on in them. 
They enjoyed a fabulous trip across the 
street to Rabbi Teitelbaum’s shul to 
learn more about it.

Rabbi Lehrer greeted the young re-
searchers and gave them a complete 
tour of the beautiful shul. The girls 
were fascinated to examine each thing 
in the shul, from the aron kodesh to the 
wooden shtenders. They saw the sifrei 
Torah and the silver crowns that go on 
top of them. They enjoyed matching the 
stained glass windows to each of the 12 
shevatim (tribes) that they represent. 
The girls were overwhelmed by the 
quantity of Chumashim, Siddurim, and 
Torah books on the shelves and were 
thrilled to see a real chavrusah shaft, a 
partnership, learning Torah, using those 
very books. Rabbi Lehrer also answered 
the many questions of the young re-
searchers and gave them time to sketch 
and count the things in the shul.

We would like to thank Rabbi and 
Rebbetzin Teitelbaum for giving the 
children access to the shul and to Rabbi 
Lehrer for all of his time, patience, and 
wonderful stories.

Project Lead

Project Lead has been provid-
ing human services throughout the 
central Queens area for the past 25 
years. On Sunday, March 24, they 
celebrated their commitment to frail 
elderly, Holocaust survivors, immi-
grants, and Jewish youth. Over 130 
individuals attended the event at the 
Prestige restaurant in Rego Park, in-
cluding elected officials, profession-
al staff, clergy, and other community 
leaders.

Upcoming Events
Job Fair. Friday, March 29 from 

8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Common-
point Queens, 67-09 108th St. Hosted 

by the Queens Chamber of Commerce 
and Macher. Register at common-
pointqueens.org/jobfair.

“Preparing for the Inevitable,” 
featuring Rabbi Elchonon Zohn and 
Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld, Sunday, March 
31 at 9:30 a.m. at the Young Israel of 
Kew Gardens Hills, 150-05 70th Road. 
Presented by National Association of 
Chevrah Kadisha.

Rabbi Dr. Stuart Halpern speaking 
on “The List of Four About Which The 
Hagaddah Doesn’t Tell You,” Sunday, 
March 31 at 7:30 p.m. at 169-07 Jewel Ave. 
Presented by Young Israel of Hillcrest. 

Chanita Teitz is a real-estate broker at Astor 
Brokerage in Kew Gardens Hills, serving the 
entire Queens vicinity. For all your real-estate 
needs, call her at 718-263-4500 or e-mail 
chanita@astorbrokerage.com. Read more of 
Chanita Teitz’s articles at 5TJT.com.

YCQ students enjoyed a Purim carnival

BYQ pre-1A students visiting Rabbi Teitelbaum’s shul

Congresswoman Grace Meng presented the Distinguished Woman of Valor Award to 
Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz. Pictured from left to right: Congresswoman Grace Meng; Nina 
Alaeva, president of Project Lead; Rabbi Avrohom Hecht, executive director of Project Lead; and 

Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz

Shaping Lives Purim Party 

4-Rabbi Shiur Held At YCQ On March 17
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4:30 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Mishnah Berurah: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:00 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:15 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Rafael Fink

5:30 am @ Chofetz Chaim Torah Center – Cedarhurst

@ Rabbi Neiman’s Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yossi Schonkopf

5:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) – Magid Shiur: Rav Shmuel Witkin

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

6:00 am @ Agudah of L.I – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Sholom Fried, Rabbi Daniel Fink

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul

@ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Greenblatt

6:10 am @ Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Rabbi Spiegel

@ CBEY- Island Ave., Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Menachem Kagan/Michael Fruchter

6:15 am @ Cong. Beis Avraham – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Henoch Grumet

@ Beis Haknesses of North Woodmere

6:30 am @ Agudah of West Lawrence – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Moshe Brown

@ Young Israel of Law./Cedar. Maggid Shiur: Yale Fishman/Yaakov Shalev

@ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Rabbi Katz’s Shul in Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pinchas Birnhack

6:40 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Aron Glatt

@ Congregation Beth Shalom – Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Yechiel Weberman

6:45 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ The White Shul – Magidei Shiur: Rabbi Kanner

@ Agudah of the Five Towns – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

6:50 am @ Kehillas Bnei HaYeshivas (KBH), 575 Hungry Harbor Road 

7:00 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@ Congregation Beth Avraham – Sunday ONLY

@ Yeshiva Gedolah of 5 Towns – Magid Shiur: Rav Yitzchok Knobel

@ Young Israel of Law./Ced. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

7:09 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR 3rd car from the end – Direct to Penn Station

Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kodesh

7:10 am @ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue

7:15 am @ Aish Kodesh – Sunday ONLY

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

@ Chabad – Maple Avenue, Cedarhurst

7:30 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) In Library – Magidei Shiur: Rabbis S. Kohn, N. Schweid, R. Flegman

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid – Sunday ONLY

7:35 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi R. Fink

7:45 am @ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul) – Sunday ONLY

@ Beth Sholom – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul - Shabbos ONLY

7:50 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR front section of the last car – Direct to Penn Station

7:55 am @ Lawrence LIRR – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pesach Lerner

8:00 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue (Shabbos Only)

8:10 am @ LIRR Far Rockaway Branch, in the last car of the train, which makes stops at Inwood, Lawrence, Cedarhurst 

and Woodmere at 8:22 am
Magid Shiur: Rabbi Menachem Adler

8:15 am @ Beth Sholom – Shabbos ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

8:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY in library

@ Sunday mornings at Beis Tefilah – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shaya Richmond

10:15 am @ The White Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Matt Cohen

12:50 pm @ Cedarhurst Center – Ground Floor Conf. Room – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Lichtenstein

8:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Nochum Katz

@ Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Simcha Weingott

@ Y.I. of Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: R’ Daniel Martin and R’ Avraham Bachrach

8:15 pm @ Cong. Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Spiegel

8:30 pm @ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid

8:45 pm @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Metz

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yosef Friedler

9:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiurim: Rabbi Lichtenstein/Rotating Chaburah

@ Agudah of West Lawrence – Rabbi Brown’s Shul

@ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Beis Tefilah – (Tues.– Thurs.) Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

These shall you eat of all 

that are in the waters: 

whatever has fins 

and scales 

(Vayikra 11:9)

All fish that have scales also have fins 

(and are thus kosher). But there are 

fish that have fins but do not have 

scales, and are thus impure. If so, 

the Torah could have written only 

“scales,” without having to also write 

“fins”? . . . Said Rabbi Abahu, and so 

it was learned in the study house 

of Rabbi Yishmael: This is so that 

“Torah be increased and made great” 

(Yeshayah 42:21).

(Talmud, Niddah 51b)

The student of Torah is comparable 

to a fish in water, as in Rabbi Akiva’s 

famous parable. His fins are the 

means by which he moves forward 

through the water—the intellect and 

study skills with which he advances 

in wisdom and increases the Torah 

and makes it great with his own 

contributions (chiddushim) to Torah 

learning. His scales are his protective 

armor against predators and adverse 

elements—his fear of Heaven, which 

shields his learning from error and 

distortion.

One might think that the primary 

requirement for success in Torah 

is the fins, while the scales serve 

a secondary function. It is the fins 

that move the fish forward, while 

the scales merely preserve what is. 

After all, learning is an intellectual 

exercise; piety and fear of G-d are 

lofty virtues, but are they any use 

in navigating the complexities of a 

difficult Tosafos?

In truth, however, the very opposite 

is the case. A scholar with fins but no 

scales is a non-kosher fish. He might 

swim and frolic with his talent and 

genius, but his learning is corrupt; 

it is not Torah, but his egoistic 

arrogation of the Divine wisdom. 

On the other hand, the Talmud tells 

us that while there are fish with fins 

and no scales, all fish with scales have 

fins. If a person approaches Torah 

with an awe of its Divine author and 

the commitment to serve Him, he 

will certainly succeed. Regardless 

of the degree of his intellectual 

prowess, he will find the fins with 

which to advance in his learning and 

contribute to the growth of Torah.

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe)
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FOODS WE LOVE AND HATE

There are certain foods that kids 
hate but come to love as adults. 
Most kids don’t like coff ee, and yet 

many adults crave coff ee. I ordered a sug-
ar-free skinny vanilla latte the other day, 
and it was beyond delicious.

Kids generally don’t love salads; many 
adults adore salads and when looking at a 
salad bar fi nd it hard to choose what to put 
in the salad.

In my opinion, sushi is raw and disgust-
ing, but it has become beloved by many. I 
rarely leave the supermarket without see-
ing people purchasing sushi platters. It is 
super-popular, but years back it was not 
prevalent at all.

As stated in “Five Foods You Hate As A 
Kid But Love As An Adult” by Nicole Mor-
mann (lifehack.org), “According to Kids Eat 
Right, kids ‘are born with an instinctive 
desire for sweet and salty foods, and an in-
stinctive aversion to sour and bitter tastes,’ 
which would explain why our food prefer-
ences consisted of powdered doughnuts 
and popsicles when we were young.

“However, as we get older and our taste 
buds begin to diminish (sob!), our inclina-
tion toward sweet and salty foods expands 
to include the bitter, sour foods we avoided 
before.”

According to Mormann, there are fi ve 
foods you hate as a kid and learn to love as an 
adult: avocado, Brussels sprouts, dark choc-
olate, strong cheeses, and coff ee/tea.

When I was younger, we had to eat every-
thing on our plates. Sometimes there was a 
meal I just didn’t love and didn’t feel like fi n-
ishing. I sat at the table, listless, until I was 
almost done. If you had put a piece of cake 
in front of me and I was super-full, it would 
have made no diff erence. I would have eaten 
it no problem. Now if I’m full after a meal, 
I actually decline dessert, sometimes. If 
they’re pecan squares from My Most Favor-
ite Food, there would be nothing to keep me 
from it. I’m a carbohydrate junkie.

I found some comments from people on 
the Internet who were asked about food 
they hated as a kid and love as adults.

One man mentioned gagging on split-pea 
soup as a kid. A woman admitted to hating 
blue cheese as a kid but loving it now as an 
adult. One man (crazily enough!) hated la-
sagna and cheesecake and now can’t get 
enough of them. Who doesn’t love cheese-
cake and lasagna as an adult and a kid? Hard 
to fathom!

“I hated Brussels sprouts, asparagus, on-
ions, mushrooms, tomatoes! I always ate 
hamburgers plain, but now I like them load-
ed with onion, tomato, and lettuce! I can’t 
get enough of Brussels sprouts and aspara-
gus now! (CopyKat Recipes, copykat.com).”

When it comes to fi nding healthy, yummy 
breakfast food, there are so many varieties: 
eggs, yogurt, pancakes, protein bars, hot ce-
real, and much more. Breakfast has become 
my favorite meal.

Milk, PB&J sandwiches, and pizza are 
loved by children and even some adults. (Liz 
Childers, editor at Thrillist, thrillist.com). 
Tuna melts must be added to the list, along 

with grilled cheese, chili, apple pie, Buff alo 
wings, and s’mores.

I used to love ice cream and then it 
changed to frozen yogurt. Now, I’ve lost my 
taste for both. I’m not a candy person, but I 
am a cookies and cake person. I once tasted 
a caramel challah and it was divine. I have 
friends who aren’t foodies, but I suppose I 
am.

Diff erent states are known for diff erent 
foods. According to “Here Are The Most 
Popular Foods In Each State, According To 
People Who Actually Live There” by Farrah 
Penn (buzzfeed.com), Alaska is known for 
ice cream. This seems odd to me because 
Alaska is cold and ice cream is cold, so I 
don’t see the sense in this. In California it’s 
avocados, in Georgia—chicken biscuits, in 
Illinois—deep-dish pizza, in Louisiana—

gumbo, in Missouri—toasted ravioli, in 
New Hampshire—cider doughnuts, and in 
New York—bagels. “I’m New York born and 
raised, and nothing compares to the bagels 
from New York. Every trip to visit family 
usually involves bringing back a few dozen 
bagels.” Oklahoma is known for fried okra, 
Rhode Island for coff ee milk, Texas for bar-
becue, Utah for funeral potatoes, and Wash-
ington for salmon.

As a young kid, I hated milk. It turned out 
that I had an allergy to milk as a baby. So as a 
little girl, I drank strawberry milk because I 
couldn’t stand the look of milk. There is no 
way I could drink strawberry milk today. 
You might think I don’t like coff ee, but that 
is far from the truth. I love lattes, cappucci-
nos, sweet tea, upside-down milk (learned 
in Israel), and most things sold in a coff ee 
bar.

“50 Foods That Are Super Healthy” on 
Heathline discusses many healthy foods, 
some of which are tasty as well. “Fruits 
and berries are the world’s most popular 
health foods.” I happen to adore them as 
well. Then we have apples, avocados, blue-
berries (blueberries are not only delicious, 
but also among the most powerful sources 
of antioxidants in the world), bananas, or-

anges, strawberries, eggs, nuts, peanuts, and 
coconuts, asparagus, bell peppers, carrots, 
caulifl ower, garlic, kale, onions, tomatoes, 
and more (healthline.com/nutrition/50-su-
per-healthy-foods).

As you see, food is talked about in all sorts 
of ways—kids’ favorites, adults’ favorites, 
healthy favorites, states’ favorites, and I’m 
sure there are many more.

There are many healthy foods that you 
might not have tasted yet. Go for a try! Be 
brave and courageous.

I’m not asking you to try chicken feet, 
tuna eyeballs from Japan, fried spiders from 
Cambodia, or stink bugs from Africa. Just 
try a good, healthy food you might not have 
liked as a kid and you might like as an adult.

Good luck! And watch out for shirako in 
Japan. Another fancy name for an animal’s 
reproductive organs, shirako is essential-
ly a cod’s sperm sac. Apparently, soft and 
creamy to taste, you can have it served up 
steamed or deep fried.

I dare you to try it. Go on. Show me what 
you’re made of. 

Michele Herenstein can be reached at 
msh61670@gmail.com. Read more of Michele 
Herenstein’s articles at 5TJT.com.

MY JOURNEY
By Michele Herenstein

BY MICHELE HERENSTEIN
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