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NEW 

IGROS MOSHE 

PUBLISHED
BY RABBI  YAIR  HOFFMAN

This week, a new volume 
of the responsa of Rav Moshe 
Feinstein, zt’l, was released. 
It is the ninth volume in the 
series and contains respon-
sa from all four sections of 

B Y  L A R R Y  G O R D O N

B Y  L A R R Y  G O R D O N

Election 
Choices

Sometimes races for public 
offi ce are easy to assess and 
other times they are exactly 
the opposite. This year’s Sep-
tember 13 special election is 
one of those situations where 
backing candidates is at the 
same time simple and chal-
lenging. We are dealing here 

DANNY LEWIN: 

THE FIRST 

VICTIM OF 9/11
B Y  R O N  J A G E R

Danny Lewin fi rst walked 
into Samson’s Gym in Jerusa-
lem in 1985 accompanied by 
his best friend, Aviad, the son 
of Peace Now pioneer activ-
ist Janet Aviad. Despite Danny 

Israel Odds And Ends
Someone commented to 

me the other night that based 
on these essays that have ap-
peared here over the last few 
weeks regarding my summer 
experiences in Israel, it seems 
as if I had spent an extended 
period of time there. While it 
was only two weeks, I have to 
say that we did cover quite a 
bit of ground. Frankly, there 

were many more things I 
would have liked to do but 
just could not fi nd the time 
for.

Here are a few observations 
that make trips like these so 
meaningful, enjoyable, and, 
more than anything else, 
memorable. Of late, when 

The Special Election Heard 
’Round The World

B Y  C H A S K E L  B E N N E T T

The headlines have tak-
en dead aim. Unless you have 
been stuck underground or 
sleeping, you know that the 
Orthodox Jewish community 
is under attack in the media, 
online, and in other arenas as 
well.

Despite the tireless efforts 

of community activists in pro-
tecting our interests, they 
would be the fi rst to acknowl-
edge that our Torah way of life 
is being challenged on many 
fronts. From the redefi nition 
of traditional marriage to at-
tacks on shechitah, kapparos, 
b’ris milah, and end of life is-

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 25

Continued on Page 20Continued on Page 22

TOP TEN REASONS TO VOTE

Dealing With Issues
Hannah Reich Berman 44

Leadership
David J. Seidemann, Esq. 48

Acts Of Kindness
Rabbi Tzvi Flaum 56

Remembering 9/11
Rochelle Maruch Miller 64

Honoring Rav Kook
Rav Moshe Zuriel 86

Polls indicate that Phil Goldfeder, Democratic Candidate for NYS Assembly, is 
locked in a tight race to succeed Audrey Pheffer, who was appointed Queens 

County Clerk. Every vote will count in the special election to be held this 
Tuesday, September 13. See Page 91

ISRAEL FOILS TERRORIST ATTACKS

Israel’s Shin Bet security service prevented a suicide bombing in Jerusalem last month when it seized 
an explosive belt only 24 hours before the planned attack. The success stemmed from a large-scale operation by the 
Shin Bet, the IDF, and the police in which dozens of Hamas terrorists were arrested. Above, IDF soldiers on duty in 

the West Bank last week. See Page 74.

See Page 69
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In cooperation with 

www.nbn.org.il  1-866-4-ALIYAH

Ministry of Immigrant Absorption
In cooperation with 

Personal 
Aliyah

Meetings
Meet with a 

Nefesh B’Nefesh Aliyah expert 
for a personal pre-Aliyah 

consultation.   
Meetings are by  

appointment only.

To register for 

NBN Personal Aliyah Meetings

 in your area visit: 
www.nbn.org.il/121

Aliyah Planning Workshop
SHORT & LONG TERM ALIYAH PLANNING

Employment Opportunities in Israel
Communities and Education
Healthcare, Taxes and more

Nefesh B’Nefesh - NYC
42 East 69th Street

New York, NY

Sunday, September 18th

10:00am - 11:30am

For more information and to register for this event:  
www.nbn.org.il/workshops 

1-866-4-ALIYAH

  PRE-ALIYAH 
    WORKSHOP

 The New KOREN SACKS 

ROSH

www.korenpub.com

KOREN PUBLISHERS JERUSALEM
Tradition Renewed

Prepares you to enter 
the spirit of Rosh HaShana

Eloquently explains 
the themes of the day

Brings out the power
& poetry of the prayers

of the holy days

Seamlessly guides you 
through the service

Enables you to begin 
the new year renewed

Translation & Commentary by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Under the Leadership of  

    Rav Binyomin Forst,    Rav Binyomin Forst,  
516-239-2500 / 718-337-8370

Regular Hours
Sunday-Thursday     1:30 pm-2:30 pm  /  6:30 pm-10:00 pm
Erev Shabbos / Yom Tov    Starting 3 hours before candle lighting 
       until 1 hour before candle lighting
Motzai Shabbos / Yom Tov   Starting 1 hr after Maariv until 2 hrs after Maariv

Emergency Hours (for very urgent situations that can not wait)

Sunday-Thursday    8:30 am - 10:00 pm
Erev Shabbos / Yom Tov    8:30 am until 1 hour before candle lighting

Halacha
Hotline

 Kollel Zichron Ephraim Heschel’s 

Halacha Hotline  
Of the Five Towns / Far Rockaway Community

 Free  
Community Service Project

Local Based - 
Personable & Understanding

No Question 
too small or too trivial
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Special Election (open for all registered voters – regardless of party affiliation)

VOTE FOR PHIL GOLDFEDER THIS

TUESDAY SEPT. 13
Polls open 6am-9pm

All it takes is 10 minutes, or less...the outcome is in your hands!
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Paid for by friends of Phil Goldfeder.

QUESTION: 
IS IT REALLY POSSIBLE TO HELP YOURSELF,  
OUR YESHIVAS AND OUR WONDERFUL CHESSED 
ORGANIZATIONS IN 10 MINUTES OR LESS?

ANSWER: 

YES!

FREE Baby-sitting 

3:30pm to 7pm at the 

YIFR. We will watch your 

children in your car or in a 

classroom   while you vote.

FREE rides to the polls 

will be available on 

Election Day.

Please call  

347-766-3674.

People are out of work. Yeshivas are struggling. Taxes and state 
spending continue to rise. Yeruchem “Phil” Goldfeder has the 
experience to make a difference and he is 100% committed to  
helping our community. But he needs your vote to win the election!
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Oceanville Masonry 7.5x9 new

with two special elections, one to fi ll a 
New York State Assembly seat and the 
other a coveted seat in the U.S. Con-
gress. Both winners will enhance the 
representation of the communities in 
their districts in the halls of power and 
infl uence in Washington and Albany. 
One race is uncomplicated and the oth-
er quite the opposite.

First, on the matter of the easy and 
uncomplicated endorsement at hand. 
Far Rockaway-born-and-bred Phil Gold-
feder has been groomed and indeed 
been training for his role as his dis-
trict’s next New York State Assembly-
man since he was a teenager. Goldfed-
er, 30, has served with distinction both 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloom-
berg and over the last several years New 
York’s senior senator, Charles Schumer.

Goldfeder is young, energetic, and full 
of enthusiasm for his fi rst opportunity 
to serve as an elected public offi cial. He 
is in touch with every facet of the dis-
trict, understands each community’s 

unique needs, and is familiar enough 
and comfortable with the system to be 
able to deliver much-needed services to 
his diverse constituency.

His opponent, Jane Deacy, is a for-
mer New York City police offi cer who, 
if elected, would be part of the politi-
cal minority and unfortunately unable 

to get things effectively done in these 
diffi cult times. She is well-spoken and 
impressive but also realizes that if elect-
ed she would, for now anyway, be un-
able to deliver to the district on the lev-
el of Mr. Goldfeder.

These are unpredictable political 
times and not even the experts in the 
fi eld are comfortable forecasting what 

route voters will be taking. To that end, 
even though it is looking good for a 
Goldfeder victory, it is important that 
nothing be taken for granted and that 
district residents make it their business 
to go out and vote on September 13.

The matter of David Weprin is a lit-
tle more complicated, for a variety of 

reasons. Despite these complications, it 
seems that after all is said, done, and an-
alyzed, the district—and our communi-
ty specifi cally—would be best off with 
Mr. Weprin in Congress. Selecting candi-
dates to represent us in legislatures and 
other governing bodies is largely an ex-
ercise in imperfection. In other words, 
the perfect, tailor-made candidate is a 

nonexistent phenomenon. Also, it is im-
portant to consider that while an en-
dorsement like this, once published, is 
etched in an element of permanence, 
politics and political positions are fl uid 
and changeable.

We spoke with Mr. Weprin earlier this 
week on his troubling vote in support 
of same-sex marriage in the Assembly. 
He reiterated and clarifi ed his view by 
saying, “Chas v’shalom I would never do 
anything that would undermine Torah 
values or halachah. The legislation that 
was passed is strictly a civil-rights issue, 
nothing more and nothing less.”

Bob Turner, Mr. Weprin’s Republican 
opponent, if elected would be a genu-
ine novice in the dizzying arena of pol-
itics in Washington at a pivotal time in 
our nation’s history. On the other hand, 
there is a Republican momentum in 
Washington that, as we vote on Tues-
day, is gathering strength. Placing a Re-
publican in offi ce to represent such a 
heretofore solidly Democratic district 
would be considered a colossal repudi-
ation of not just the president’s policies 
but in essence the entire Obama presi-
dency. While the temptation is great, it 
is also important to think level-headed-
ly and beyond next week’s election.

While we disagree wholeheartedly 
and were disappointed in Mr. Weprin’s 
vote on gay marriage, the reality is that 
the issue is not one that is handled at 
the federal level. In other words, the 
U.S. Congress is not a forum to legislate 
the defi nition of marriage. Additionally, 
Mr. Weprin’s vote on the issue had ab-
solutely no impact on its passage into 
law. The marriage law had been passed 
four times previously by the Assembly, 
and it was only the State Senate Repub-
licans this time around that made it 
possible for it to become law. And aside 
from that, Mr. Weprin’s opponent, Mr. 
Turner, is on record as supporting civil 
unions, which is just another name for 
same-sex marriage. So let’s not delude 
ourselves.

And yes, it would be a good thing for 
the Orthodox Jewish community to 
have a representative in the Congress. 
Countless times over his years in of-
fi ce, Mr. Weprin has stood up and spo-
ken out in support of Israel. Now, as he 
moves up to the next level as a member 
of the House of Representatives, those 
pronouncements in support of the Jew-
ish State will mean more than they ever 
have in the past.

Even more troubling than any oth-
er issue is, if elected, what Mr. We-
prin’s stance will be on the re-election 
of Barack Obama as president. The ques-
tion is not relevant at the moment, but 
will become so over the near term as 
the presidential election season kicks 
into high gear. Jewish leaders and even 
rabbinical fi gures who support Weprin 
contend that electing David Weprin to 
Congress with his very proud and force-
ful pro-Israel stance can be an even 
greater repudiation of Obama’s policies 
on Israel than if the Republican were 
elected. It is somewhat disconcerting, 
however, but on Tuesday at a debate 
with his opponent, Mr. Weprin stated 
unequivocally that he would support 
Obama’s re-election.

Bob Turner is a businessman who 
would bring a refreshing approach to 
public service in the Congress. He’s in-
telligent and level-headed, and if elect-

FROM THE EDITOR
Continued from Front Cover

Countless times over his years in 
offi ce, Mr. Weprin has stood up 

and spoken out in support of Israel.
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Serving All 5 Boroughs of NYC, Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, and Rockland.

Hey, we don’t have this BIG RED boxing 
glove in our logo for nothing.

KNOCKOUT 
ALL YOUR 

PEST
PROBLEMS
Service calls
in 24 hours

or less

www.knockoutpest.com

1.800.244.7378

KNOCKOUT PEST CONTROL is New York’s 
premium pest control company that rids 
homes and businesses from pests using 
the latest in GREEN environmentally 
friendly technology.

Ants, Bed Bugs, 
Bees, Centipedes, 
Crickets, Fleas, 
Flies, Hornets, 
Millipedes, Powder 
Post Beetles, 
Silverfish, Stink 
Bugs, Termites, 
Wasps, Yellow 
Jackets, Rodents, 
and more...

SENTRICON 
NY’S BEST 

TERMITE CONTROL 
SYSTEM

KILL BED BUGS WITH 
FREEZING TECHNOLOGY

KNOCKOUT PEST CONTROL’S

Covers all areas inside a home and 
attached to house, eg: deck, garage, etc. 
for a FULL 12 MONTHS

Call now
to SAVE25%

COUPON

Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply. 
This coupon MUST be presented at the time of 
initial service contact to qualify for THIS offer.

Ask about our
commercial property
KO-12 plans.

24/7 - Knockout  Pest Control
1.800.244.7378

KO-12 PROGRAM

Bringing true happiness to all...
one simcha at a time.

 

Aaron Teitelbaum has been an integral part of the Jewish music 
industry for over 26 years, and is well known for his professionalism 
and innovative ideas. Aaron Teitelbaum Orchestra & Productions is a 
collaboration between Aaron and the premiere musicians, singers, and sound 

engineers in the business.  Aaron and his staff give each 
customer their undivided attention to ensure that their every 

need is met. Their experience planning weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs, dinners, 
concerts and more will help make your affair unique and unforgettable.
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ed he would serve all his constituents 
well—and that’s the most important as-
pect of all this.

David Weprin has represented his 
constituents well throughout his career 
in public service. He has shepherded 
through the bureaucratic political sys-
tem million of dollars in state aid for or-
ganizations like Ohel, Chai Lifeline, the 
Metropolitan Council on Jewish Pover-
ty, many yeshivas, and other organiza-
tions.

It is a somewhat diffi cult dilemma, 
but important and hard decisions are 
not always easy to arrive at. We know 
that either man, once in offi ce, would 
be a dedicated public servant with ex-
cellent ties to the New York Jewish 
community. It’s important to note that 
whoever wins will be completing the 
unfi nished term of former congressman 
Anthony Weiner. That means that the 
winner will be running for offi ce again 
next year.

But let’s not step too far ahead of 
ourselves. For now, it is important 
to vote on September 13 and to elect 
Phil Goldfeder to the New York State 
Assembly. In the race for Congress, 
the latest mainstream polls show Mr. 
Weprin ahead by as much as 9%. On 
the other hand, Bob Turner has been 
endorsed by former mayors Ed Koch and 
Rudy Giuliani, former governor George 
Pataki, and, just yesterday, by New 
York State Assemblyman Dov Hikind. 
The race might be close, but the fact 
is that, whichever candidate is elected, 
the result will be that the residents of 
District 9 are the real winners. 

Comments for Larry Gordon are welcome at 
editor@5tjt.com.

Become a 

Facebook fan of  

5 Towns Jewish 

Times.

RECEIVE DAILY 

MESSAGES 

WITH NEWS, 

EVENTS, DEALS, 

AND MORE!
Participate in 

discussions and 

contests.

facebook.com/ 

5TownsJewishTimes
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CALENDAR
LUACH

July 1–July 9
ZIP Code: 11516

September 9–September 17

10 Elul

Friday, September 9
Daf yomi: Chullin 75

Z’manim*:

 Earliest tallis/tefillin: 5:35 am

 Sunrise: 6:30 am

 Latest Shema:

 M. Av. 9:04 am

 Gr’a 9:40 am

 P’lag ha’minchah: 5:54 pm

 Candle Lighting: 6:56 pm

11 Elul – Shabbos

Saturday, September 10
Parashas Ki Seitzei

Avos: Ch. 2

Shabbos ends**:

   7:54 pm

  72 min. 8:25 pm

17 Elul

Friday, September 16
Daf yomi: Chullin 82

 Earliest tallis/tefillin: 5:42 am

 Sunrise: 6:37 am

 Latest Shema:

 M. Av. 9:06 am

 Gr’a 9:42 am

 P’lag ha’minchah: 5:44 pm

 Candle Lighting: 6:44 pm

18 Elul – Shabbos

Saturday, September 17
Parashas Ki Savo

Avos: Ch. 3–4

Shabbos ends**:

   7:42 pm

  72 min. 8:13 pm

* All times from MyZmanim.com 

** -add a few minutes for tosefes Shabbos according to 

your minhag

General Calendar

Tuesday, September 13

Special elections and primary elections.

putting the schedule together, I have 
begun to consider what the davening 
situation will be on board the fl ight to 
Israel. You know how it is when you 
become part of a spontaneous ragtag 
minyan that is assembled in some un-
usual location like a wedding hall, a 
highway rest stop, or someplace along 
those lines. Usually the fi rst order of 
business for these minyanim is to as-
certain which way to face when dav-
ening. It is customary, of course, to 
face Jerusalem, regardless of where in 
the world the minyan is assembled.

At other locations where these min-
yanim are put together, there is often 
a brief discussion about which wall in 
any of these rooms or hallways faces 
toward Jerusalem. When fl ying to Is-
rael, I am always struck and even emo-
tionally moved by the fact that no 
such discussion or guesswork has to 
take place. All one need do is face in 
the direction that the plane is fl ying.

Oddly enough, on this journey the 
thoughts about praying on board the 

plane struck while I was still in JFK 
the afternoon that we were sched-
uled to depart. On the way into the 
lounge where you wait for the fl ight 
to board, I noticed a man on his knees 
facing the adjacent wall to the lounge. 

It took a few seconds to realize that 
no, he wasn’t with maintenance and 
he wasn’t doing any repairs at this end 
of Terminal 4. I pretty much immedi-
ately spotted that there was a prayer 
rug beneath his knees just as I saw 
him touch his forehead to the fl oor 

in front of him according to the tradi-
tion of Islamic prayer.

My next thought was why in this 
vast terminal he selected the wall right 
outside the El Al terminal for his mo-
ment of afternoon prayer. I thought 

Muslims pray in the direction of Mec-
ca, which is in Saudi Arabia. Well, that 
is the Middle East and I suppose in the 
same direction as Israel, so maybe he 
felt that the El Al King David Lounge 
was the closest he could get to deliv-
er his prayers.

Tishah B’Av was both tough and re-
warding in Eretz Yisrael. As I’ve writ-
ten previously, I was determined af-
ter all these years to sit on the ground 
and mourn the loss of our Holy Tem-
ples right there on the scene, exact-
ly where all the action took place. I 
was warned by some that Tishah B’Av 
night at the Kotel was more of a social 
scene than anything else, but I really 
did not fi nd that to be the case.

As I sat on the fl oor that night, scant 
yards away from where it all began, 
the experience was both humbling 
and awe-inspiring. Aside from the 
poignant liturgy of the Book of Lam-
entations, Eichah, and its sorrowful 
characterization of a ravaged city of 
Jerusalem and a beaten and desperate 
Jewish people, there were other, more 
contemporary, ideas that fl ashed be-
fore me. One not-so-recent one was 
the story of French leader Napoleon 
Bonaparte in the late 1700s passing a 
grand synagogue somewhere in Eu-
rope. The shul was fi lled with Jews sit-
ting on the fl oor reciting prayers by 
candlelight.

Napoleon asked one of his offi cers 
what it was that the Jews were mourn-
ing. He was told the story of the two 

BAGEL STORE
Continued from Front Cover

Continued on Page 14

Napoleon was moved to remark: 
“A nation that cries and mourns for 
over 2,000 years for the destruction 

of their Temple will certainly see 
that Temple rebuilt.”
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Continued on Page 18
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Malcolm 
Hoenlein

Attractions:

Receent $5 Million RReenooovvaatioon 

212.292.7806Contact Yonason 
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sukkos2011@berkeleyhotelnj.com

Accommodations:

World-Class 
Cuisine 
by Michael Schick

majestic Holy Temples that once stood 
in Jerusalem and how once a year the 
Jews gather to remember and mourn 
the loss of a holy place that housed 
the very presence of G-d here on Earth. 
Napoleon is said to have inquired of 
the offi cer how recently the destruc-
tion had taken place and was told that 
it was over 2,000 years before then. 
Upon hearing that, it is said that Napo-
leon was moved to remark: “A nation 
that cries and mourns for over 2,000 
years for the destruction of their Tem-
ple will certainly see that Temple re-
built.”

And then there were lines from a 
song by the then Diaspora Yeshiva 
Band and Avraham Rosenblum from 
1979 about the experience of inter-
facing with the giant image of the 
remnant of the Beis HaMikdash on a 
Tishah B’Av night. “There is a wall of 
sorrow standing in Jerusalem .  .  . re-
pentance, joy, and knowledge are her 
adornment, her refrain .  .  . I feel so 
small beside her, though she’s all that 
does remain.” And then, “I’ve been 
to her amidst darkness and I almost 
passed her by .  .  . She’s only waiting 
for her Master to come home .  .  . Her 
silence is her beauty and her sorrow is 
our own.”

I had learned from my father’s apt 
descriptions of what it was like to 
spend Tishah B’Av night at the West-
ern Wall, not just davening but wait-
ing—as we have been doing for these 
thousands of years—for something 

to happen. Of all the summers that 
he and my mom spent in Jerusalem 
over a series of three decades, the ex-
perience of the 9th of Av at the Ko-
tel left the most profound impres-
sion on him. He recalled for me that 
on one occasion as he was sitting on 
the fl oor at the Wall at around mid-
night, a young man approached the 
Wall and, raising his fi sts to the heav-
ens, wailed at maximum volume with 
a burst of tears: “Shema Yisrael Hash-
em Elokeinu, Hashem Echad.”

I thought that perhaps if I hung 
back and waited, all these years lat-
er, I might hear the same thing. I was 
just slightly disappointed, because it 
did not happen. Still, there was lit-
tle doubt that the hordes and indeed 
thousands of people that gathered at 
the Kotel that night far outnumbered 
those who visited this holy site back 
in the ’60s, ’70s, and ’80s, when my 
parents did. Both those moments that 
I experienced and those that I was 
only imagining are now etched in my 
memory.

A few years ago, we met a couple in 
the Old City of Jerusalem. Tamar works 
part time in one of the Jewish Quarter 
shops, and that’s where we met her. At 
the time, her relatively new husband, 
Dovid, was waiting for her outside the 
shop as it was near closing time. She 
was born and raised in Tunisia and he 
was from Texas. He was a doctor who 
did his residency years back here on 
the South Shore of Long Island and at 
the time rented an apartment in Ce-
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darhurst. He was no longer practicing 
his craft but was instead studying full 
time in an Old City yeshiva.

We slowly became friends, but only 
very rarely speak on the phone. Our 
social interactions are limited usual-
ly to our now twice-annual excursions 
to Eretz Yisrael. For their part, they 
make it their business not to leave the 
Rova—that is the Jewish Quarter—un-
less it is absolutely essential. Over the 
last few years, the shop where Tam-
ar works has become one of our fi rst 
stops in the Old City.

She was already in her upper forties 
and Dovid was about the same age. He 
has a family back in the States but was 
divorced and rarely saw his kids. She 
was an only child and her parents had 
passed away since the family came 
to Israel some years ago. On a Shab-
bos afternoon a few years ago while 
at their quaint home in the Rova, the 
subject shifted in the direction of chil-
dren. She didn’t have any and he hard-
ly ever saw his. In fact, she took to re-
ferring to Dovid as her baby and she 
said she was resigned and content 
with that as her fate.

About a year and a half ago, Tamar 
confi ded to my wife that she was ex-
pecting. I am often oblivious to these 
things and I hadn’t noticed, so when I 
heard the news I was both pleased and 
surprised. The months passed and we 
didn’t hear anything. It kind of fl oat-
ed back into the vast recesses of our 
minds. We fi gured that if we didn’t 
hear, then there was nothing to hear.

Last year, I guess it was February, 
we went to visit the shop but Tamar 
wasn’t there. Instead the shop’s own-
er was behind the display case that 
featured little tchotchkes and gifts 
for tourists. We apprehensively asked 
how Tamar was doing and what, if 
any, the news was. Her co-worker said, 
“Oh, didn’t you hear? Tamar gave birth 
to twin boys.” We were bowled over 
and giddy with joy.

Tamar gave birth at the age of 49. 
She cannot stop talking about the 
goodness and kindness of G-d and the 
joy she is experiencing as a new moth-
er. A few weeks ago, we had Friday-
night dinner with them in their home 
in the Rova. As I made kiddush, I held 
one of the boys in my arms. The oth-
er sat on a nearby couch, bouncing 
off his mother’s lap. It was a beauti-
ful evening. 

Comments for Larry Gordon are welcome at 
editor@5tjt.com.
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not yet being 15, he came armed with 
a series of questions about Jerusalem’s 
legendary fi tness facility, the fi rst of 
its kind in Israel, and the much-talk-
ed-about new attraction in Israel’s cap-
ital. After asking about the equipment, 
the rates, the hours, and the type of 
workout program that he had hoped 
to get from one of the muscular in-
structors who seemed to epitomize 
the gym’s name, Danny asked a ques-
tion that would seem haunting a de-
cade and a half later. “Why are there 
no Arabs here, and what are you afraid 
of?” His question seemed more a com-
ment that stood to support the argu-
ment that would soon follow when 
his close friend brazenly challenged 
the gym’s unspoken policy.

The gym owner’s responded in his 
typically blunt manner: “Because we 
don’t want any trouble—”; yet, before 
he could further clarify, Danny Lewin 
boldly asked again: “What about the 
good Arabs?!”

Less than a month into their ini-
tial three-month membership, Aviad 
dropped out. The sport was simply 
too demanding. Danny, on the oth-
er hand, became more and more com-
mitted, visiting Samson’s Gym even 
on the days he didn’t train. He saw 
it as his home away from home, con-
vinced that it would serve as the vehi-
cle by which he would transform his 
life, helping to develop a fi ne-tuned 
body that would complement his no-
ticeably gifted mind. His friends mar-

veled, and the mirror refl ected evi-
dence of the rapid development of a 
determined, motivated, and aspiring 
muscle man.

There was something special about 
Danny; he radiated a sense of indepen-
dence more fi tting of someone twice 
his age. Only weeks into his member-
ship, he asked if he could get a job at 
the gym and join the small team of in-
structors who were already well rec-
ognized as they walked the streets of 
Jerusalem wearing the coveted Sam-
son’s Gym trainer tee shirt. Not taking 
no for an answer, he asked again a few 
weeks later. And yet again, a few weeks 
later, offering to “do anything” to be-
come part of the team.

Anything! And so it was. Still new 
to the iron game, 15-year-old Danny 
Lewin rushed to Samson’s Gym from 
school every day—to sweep the fl oors, 
mop the showers, and, yes, to clean 
the toilets. He could fi nally call him-
self part of the Samson’s team. A year 
and a half later, the now-muscular 
Lewin was ready to be an instructor—
training a cadre of Jews, young and 
old, to believe in themselves and the 
inner strength that they possess.

After breezing through high school 
and matriculation exams, Danny vol-
unteered and served in Sayeret Matkal, 
the IDF’s most elite commando unit. 
He married at 21 and raised two little 
boys with his wife. He received his B.S. 
from the Technion, working long hours 
as a teaching assistant there and as a re-
searcher for IBM in Haifa. In 1996, Dan-
ny accepted a scholarship to study com-
puter science and mathematics at MIT. 

DANNY LEWIN
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Two years later, while working on his 
Ph.D., he founded Akamai Technologies 
which offered a new and revolutionary 
way to deliver content over the Internet. 
By 2001, Danny was widely recognized 
as one of the most infl uential technolo-
gists of his generation. One well-known 
trade publication ranked him as the sev-
enth most important technologist in 
the world. His impact on people was so 
strong that, even today, battle-hardened 
CEOs and IDF sharpshooters get choked 
up when talking about him, in part, be-
cause his rise was so quick, so spectacu-
lar, and so tragically short.

On the morning of September 11, 
2001, Danny Lewin boarded American 
Airlines Flight No. 11 in Boston, expect-
ing to reach Los Angeles. Instead, the 
fl ight was hijacked and commandeered 
by Arab terrorists, crashing into the 
North Tower of the World Trade Center. 
On that fateful fl ight, Danny Lewin be-
came the very fi rst victim of the largest 
terrorist attack in history in which al-
most 3,000 Americans died. An internal 
memorandum of the Federal Aviation 
Administration says “that in the course 

of a struggle that took place between 
Lewin, a graduate of Israel’s elite com-
mando unit, Sayeret Matkal, and the 
four hijackers who were assaulting that 
cockpit, Lewin was murdered by Satam 
Al Suqami, a 25-year-old Saudi.”

Sometime after the attack, the Lewin 
family in Jerusalem received a tele-
phone call from the FBI offi ces in New 
York. On the line was the agent respon-
sible for the investigation of the attack 
on Flight 11. He told Danny’s parents 
that there is a high degree of certainty 
that Danny tried to prevent the hijack-
ing. The FBI relied, among other things, 
on the testimony of the stewardess Amy 
Sweeney.

Sweeney succeeded in clandestine-
ly getting a call out during the fl ight to 
a fl ight services supervisor in Boston, 
from the rear of the plane: “A hijacker 
slit the throat of a passenger in business 
class and the passenger appears to me 
to be dead.” To this day the American in-
vestigators are not convinced that Dan-
ny Lewin was murdered on the spot. An 
additional stewardess, Betty Ong, who 
succeeded in calling from a telephone 

by one of the passenger seats, said that 
the passenger who was attacked from 
business class seat 10B was seriously 
wounded. It turned out that 10B was the 
seat of Danny Lewin.

The Lewin family, Danny’s parents 
and brothers, have no doubt that Danny 
battled the hijackers. And it is for them 
a tremendous consolation. “I wasn’t sur-
prised to hear from the FBI that Danny 
fought. I was sure that this is what he 
would do,” Yonatan, his younger broth-
er, said. “Danny didn’t sit quietly. From 
what we heard from the Americans, the 
hijackers attacked one of the steward-
esses and Danny rose to protect her and 
prevent them from entering the cock-
pit. It is a consolation to us that Dan-
ny fought. We see it as an act of hero-
ism that a person sacrifi ces his life in 
order to save others. That battle in the 
business section ended quickly. Lewin 
was overcome and bled to death on the 
fl oor. Two additional fl ight attendants 
were knifed and the captain was mur-
dered. The hijackers were already inside 
the cockpit. They announced to the pas-
sengers to remain quiet in their seats.

As we fathom the tragic details of 
the incredible life journey of Danny 
Lewin, Hy’d, from mopping up the lock-
er rooms of Samson’s Gym in Jerusalem 
to the pinnacle of the high tech indus-
try in America, I am reminded of Dan-
ny’s question back in 1985, “What about 
the good Arabs?” Indeed, as we grasp 
the dimensions of 9/11 from a 10-year 
perspective, where were these “good Ar-
abs” who rejected this compulsive need 
to murder one’s way to Islamic glory? 
Where are they today? 

This article was prepared with the assistance 
of Mr. Meir Jolovitz, the legendary founder of 
Samson’s Gym in Jerusalem.

Ron Jager is a 25-year veteran of the Israel 
Defense Forces, where he served as a fi eld 
mental-health offi cer and as commander of the 
central psychiatric military clinic for reserve 
soldiers at Tel-Hashomer. Since retiring from 
active duty in 2005, he has been providing 
consultancy services to NGOs, implementing 
psychological trauma treatment programs 
in Israel. Ron currently serves as a strategic 
advisor to the director of the Shomron Liaison 
Offi ce. To contact him, e-mail medconf@
netvision.net.il.
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Shulchan Aruch. In this review we will 
touch upon some interesting revela-
tions contained in the work. This is not 
an exhaustive listing of all the respon-
sa, of course. The volume has received 
the approbations of both of Rav Fein-
stein’s sons, yiblctv’a, Rav Dovid Fein-
stein, shlita, and his brother Rav Re-
uvain, shlita.

It still must be understood that this 
volume was put together posthumous-
ly, and some of the material does, in 
fact, refl ect that. Some of the material 
does not include the lamdus that has 
characterized Rav Feinstein’s responsa 
in the past. Yet the previous volumes 
also did include a substantial amount 
of what can be termed “apodictic” re-
sponsa that just discussed Rav Fein-
stein’s opinions without the lamdus. 
Some people have questioned wheth-
er some of the material should actual-
ly have been included. Information told 
to this author by some insiders also re-
vealed that there was material that was 
not included too. Nonetheless, it is a 
very important work that contributes 
signifi cantly to Rav Feinstein’s halach-
ic oeuvre.

The Orech Chaim section contains 
50 responsa. In the fi rst, he recom-
mends that all shuls follow the timing 
of the Magen Avraham for the recita-
tion of K’riyas Shema. This is interest-
ing as it seems to be in contrast with 
his earlier position in Volume I #24 to 
Rabbi Shalom HaLevi Kugelman. How 
do we understand or resolve this appar-

ent contradiction? One may view it as a 
realization by Rav Moshe Feinstein that 
the pendulum has swung too much in 
the wrong direction after the publica-
tion of Volume I of the Igros Moshe (and 
not necessarily because of that). Espe-
cially, if one views the purported intent 
of the publication of the Igros Moshe in 
the fi rst place. Not everyone is in agree-
ment that Rav Moshe meant his Igros 
Moshe to play the role of say, the Mish-
nah Berurah in halacha. Some would 
have it that the authorial intent of his 
halachic magnum opus was to be a run-
ning dialogue, a discourse with Torah 
scholars immersed in a sugyah. If this is 
the case, then the contradiction is read-
ily resolved utilizing the “pendulum has 
swung too far” model.

In the fourth responsa of the new 

IGROS MOSHE
Continued from Front Cover
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Orech Chaim section, Rav Feinstein, 
zt’l, presents a new understanding of 
Chazal’s enactment in chazaras hashatz, 
the repetition of the Shemoneh Esreih 
by the reader, that answers a number 
of questions. It explains how the am 
ha’aretz can have his obligation fulfi lled 
with the repetition, while the knowl-
edgeable one cannot fulfi ll his obliga-
tion through it. Up until now, this re-
mained a diffi culty in the halachic 
literature. In the fi fth responsa he rules 
that one may call out to a friend in the 
restroom even if his name is “Shalom.” 
In the seventh response, he rules that a 
resident of a community who does not 
pay membership to a shul, but could af-
ford it, is considered like a non-resident 
in terms of yahrzeits. In the eighth, he 
rules that a moser may and must still re-
cite birchas Kohanim. In number 49 he 
discusses ten Chanukah-related issues. 
In the last Orech Chaim chapter we 
fi nd a shiur in note form on the topic 
of one who is involved in a mitzvah is 
exempt from other mitzvos. A footnote 
is attached that states that this was Rav 
Moshe zt’l’s method of delivering shi-
urim.

The Yoreh Deah section contains 55 
responsa. In responsa #12 he rules that 
a bust of an individual should not be 
placed in a synagogue building—even 
though there may have been some 
room for a theoretical leniency. In re-
sponsa #18 Rav Feinstein allows a syna-
gogue that fell into disuse to be sold for 
use as a museum—on condition that 
the sale include legal remedies ensur-
ing that the synagogue not be sold for 
use as a church or temple for another 
religion. In responsa #31 Rav Feinstein 
rules that in a case where the son pre-
fers learning in Yeshiva X and the father 
says that Yeshiva Y is better, the son 
must listen to the father. In the 34th 
responsa he applauds the practice of a 
community putting a price limit on es-
rogim and recommends its implementa-
tion in other communities.

The Even HaEzer section has 43 re-
sponsa. In the fi rst responsa he rules 
that Ethiopian Jews have a status of 
safek Jews and although must certain-
ly be rescued, should undergo ritual im-
mersion before marrying. He ruled in 
the same manner for the Benei Israel 
Jews from India. In responsa #12, Rav 
Feinstein states that it is almost certain-
ly clear to him that there would never 
be kosher witnesses at a wedding per-
formed by a Reform rabbi. In responsa 
#16 in a letter to his son, Rabbi Reuvain 
Feinstein, he recommends that an en-
gaged chassan limit his letter writing 
to his fi ancé on account of a possible 
prohibition found in a Beis Shmuel on 
Even HaEzer (12:13). Responsa #17 is a let-
ter explaining the importance of mod-
esty. In responsa #26 Rav Feinstein per-
mits a specifi c get notwithstanding the 
fact that it contained a series of errors.

The Choshen Mishpat section has 30 
responsa. In the fi rst responsa, he rules 
that mechutanim should not sit togeth-
er on a beis din for a get because some 
authorities consider it problematic as 
cited in the Ramah in Choshen Mish-
pat Chapter 33. In the second respon-
sa he deals with a judge who suspects 
that the witnesses are lying, yet cannot 
prove it. Rav Feinstein rules that if he 

Continued on Page 24
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cannot recuse himself, he would be ob-
ligated to accept their testimony after 
subjecting them to a strong cross exam-
ination. In the third responsa he deals 
with a siruv issued by one individual 
who did not bother to verify the facts, 
and states that the siruv is entirely in-
valid. In the last responsa he provides a 
number of different nuschaos for Tefi las
HaDerech, selling of chametz, rabbini-

cal ordination, pruzbul, legal authoriza-
tion, and other issues such as chalitzah
proof documents, t’naim, and halachic
wills.

There is another section on taharos
and kodshim with 14 responsa. In a sec-
tion on the Beis HaMikdash (5:2) Rav 
Feinstein deals with whether the fl oor 
of the Beis HaMikdash had its own ho-
liness aside from that which emanated 
from the ground below. He concludes 
that there were in fact two sources of 

holiness for the fl ooring of the Temple.
There is a section on hashkafah with 

nine responsa. In the fi rst of these re-
sponses, Rav Feinstein, zt’l, expresses 
his shock that observant Jews spend 
their vacations at hotels where there 
is Shabbos violation—even though 
there is a reliable kashrus supervi-
sion on the food. He laments this sit-
uation and states that if hotels are vis-
ited during these times, they should 
be Shomer Shabbos hotels. The second 
letter encourages the study of Mish-

nayos by young boys, while the third 
one provides a stirring encouragement 
to those who dedicate themselves to 
teaching Jewish youth. The fourth re-
sponsa states that even a gadol in To-
rah should not encourage someone 
to die earlier and that it is not an is-
sue in which the state or federal gov-
ernment should weigh in. It is a per-
sonal and individual matter. The fi fth 
responsa applauds educating young 
girls and women in Torah institutions 
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which has now replaced the system in 
Europe where the mothers inculcat-
ed fear of Heaven within the souls of 
their daughters. The sixth and seventh 
responsa deal with Kavod HaTorah and 
the encouragement of Torah and daf 
yomi. The eighth one deals with vari-
ous topics such as guarding cemeteries 
in Poland, forced draft of women, Shei-
rut Leumi, and the obligation to vote in 
Israel. The ninth responsa deals with 
Touro College’s training program for 
women where they can become teach-
ers for the “Head Start” program. Rav 
Moshe writes that there is no prohibi-
tion in this because there is not even 
a shred of heresy in the program, the 
women are not in mixed classes, and 
thirdly, that Rabbi Dov Berish Lander 
(z’l) and Rabbi Shmuel Boylan (Dean 
Boylan) are known as Mokirei Torah. 
At the end of the response, he men-
tions that the teachers and students 
are G-d fearing individuals and there is 
no room to prohibit it. The inclusion 
of this responsa will surely be an is-
sue of controversy—especially since a 
leading rabbi of the previous genera-
tion had authored letters against it at 
the time. Some will undoubtedly de-
clare the letter as not having emanated 
from the pen of Rav Feinstein, zt’l. Oth-
ers will vehemently disagree. To oth-
ers, it will remain unresolved.

The ninth volume also includes 10 re-
sponsa from Rav Moshe’s saintly broth-
er Mordechai, zt’l.

There are 211 responsa in total. The 
section on kodshim is also fascinating 
and, since Brisk is the popular choice 
among yeshiva students these days, will 
see more usage than previous kodshim 
novella. It is a captivating volume, and 
the reader of this column is encouraged 
to purchase it. There are still letters out 
there, however, that have not been pub-
lished or included in the Igros Moshe 
volumes. This author, in fact, is aware 
of a fascinating one regarding neo-Na-
zis. 

The author may be reached at yairhoffman2@
gmail.com.
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sues, our closely held customs are ever 
more frequently requiring exhaustive 
efforts to prevent governments’ de-
structive meddling.

High tuition costs are severely im-
pacting families across the broader Jew-
ish community. Financially strapped 
state and local governments continue 
to balk at providing tuition tax credits 
or school vouchers to struggling private 
school parents and institutions, thanks 
in large part to the political infl uence of 
the teachers’ unions.

Hot button social issues like same-
gender marriage and abortion are being 
forced upon our society by an energized 
and well-organized tyrannical minority, 
with little reprieve in sight. Where are 
we? Not energized and most certainly 
not organized.

Internationally, Israel faces unrelent-
ing pressure from the Obama Admin-
istration and at the UN. It is no secret 
that the relationship between the Ad-
ministration and Israel is deteriorat-
ing and the safety and security of our 

brethren remains front and center now 
more than ever. As many American fam-
ilies send their own sons and daughters 
to seminary and yeshivas in the Holy 
Land, the harsh reality and fear of terror 

attacks becomes even more personal.
With so much at stake, shouldn’t we 

be more involved in really dealing with 
these important issues? The fi rst step 
requires a simple and consistent strat-

egy. We must vote. Without a doubt, 
the weak voter turnout of the Ortho-
dox community, mostly out of indiffer-
ence and apathy, sorely undercuts the 
full potential of our political clout. This 

lack of civic duty is inexcusable in the 
best of times, and, in the present tenu-
ous state of local, national, and interna-
tional affairs, is unforgivable. Why are 
we voluntarily silencing our own voice? 

How can we make our feelings known? 
Do our concerns even matter?

On Tuesday September 13, we have a 
unique opportunity to make our voic-
es heard in Washington and across the 
country. In the special election for the 
seat formerly held by Anthony Wein-
er, Democrat David Weprin is running 
against Republican Bob Turner to repre-
sent the people of the Ninth Congres-
sional District.

In a district that counts registered 
Democrats outnumbering Republicans 
3-1, the battle for this seat, once consid-
ered a non-race, has become a close and 
heated referendum on the direction of 
the country. So important is this race, 
the eyes of local and national media 
and political leaders from across New 
York State, and across the United States, 
will be carefully watching to see if the 
Orthodox Jewish community comes 
out to vote and for whom. Do we care 
enough to show up?

Republican Bob Turner has sought 
out our community’s support. On Israel, 
defense of traditional marriage, school 

Republican Bob Turner has sought out 
our community’s support. On Israel, 

defense of traditional marriage, school 
choice, reversal of Obamacare, clemency 
for Jonathon Pollard, and many of our 
issues and concerns, Turner strongly 
and unapologetically stands with our 

community.
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choice, reversal of Obamacare, clemen-
cy for Jonathon Pollard, and many of 
our issues and concerns, Turner strong-
ly and unapologetically stands with our 
community. Indeed, Mr. Weprin is pro-
Israel and has an admirable record of 
delivering funding for important Jewish 
causes, however, his “proud” vote to re-
defi ne marriage sadly calls his judgment 
and commitment into question. The 
times we live in demand a real change 
from politics as usual. A vote for Bob 
Turner will certainly represent a dra-
matic departure from business as usu-
al. A vote for David Weprin will give us 
more of the same.

Electing Bob Turner will deliver a 
clear and unequivocal message to the 
White House that the direction of our 
country is off course. As Mayor Ed Koch 
now famously declared, a vote for Bob 
Turner will send a powerful message to 
the President that administration poli-
cy and their undue pressure on Israel is 
wrong and must be altered. A vote for 
Bob Turner will remind those who seek 
to trample on traditional family values 
not to ignore our deeply held sensitiv-
ities and to stop taking our votes for 
granted. Let’s stand up and send these 
important messages this Tuesday Sep-
tember 13.

Political odds-makers predict that a 
few thousand votes will swing this elec-
tion either way. Is the ranting and rav-
ing against the political establishment 
confi ned to the blogosphere alone? Vot-
ers must ask themselves, “Am I satisfi ed 

with the status quo?” There has to be 
more to the democratic process than 
anonymously screaming at your com-
puter screen in frustration or turning 
the pages of your newspaper in disgust.

Rest assured, the unions, the Obama 
reelection team, and vocal Weprin sup-
porters will do everything they can to 
get their voters out on behalf of their 
candidate. We must stand tall in our 
own backyard and go to the polls on 
Tuesday. Strong voting numbers will 
send a much-needed message to the po-
litical establishment that the Orthodox 
Jewish vote is to be reckoned with. The 
numbers don’t lie. The experts will ab-
solutely know who showed up and who 
stayed home. Additionally, because of 
redistricting, the very future of the 
ninth Congressional seat is in doubt, 
and if we don’t send a resounding mes-
sage that we care about our issues, there 
is a real possibility of losing this seat al-
together.

Ever since we came to this country, 
Torah giants have been instructing that 
we are obligated to vote. The stakes are 
very high. There is no excuse to stay on 
the sidelines, especially now in these 
very tough times.

Other communities have organized. 
What are you waiting for? If you feel 
that our community is being under-
served and in many cases simply ig-
nored, you must vote. And, if the issues 
and positions expressed above are im-
portant to you, then make your vote 
count by voting for Bob Turner. 

Chaskel Bennett is a writer and community 
activist.

SPECIAL ELECTION
Continued from Page 25
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Democratic Mayor Ed Koch declared: “Electing Bob Turner will send 
a message to Washington that will affect the position of President 
Obama on Israel.”

The upcoming special election in the ninth congressional district is 
being watched on the national level by both Democrats and Republicans. In 
a sign of the importance of this race, President Obama’s re-election 
team is orchestrating ground operations for the campaign of David 
Weprin in an effort to avoid a humiliating defeat for the liberal 
Obama Agenda.

Electing Bob Turner over a career politician like David Weprin will shock 
the political system and send a clear, direct message to Washington that 
we are unhappy with President Obama’s policies on Israel.

There is another very important reason to come out and vote this coming 
Tuesday, September 13th.  Just two months ago, our entire community 
was shocked and dismayed when State Assemblyman David Weprin voted in 
favor of same-gender marriage in New York.

world, “My religion is very important to me personally, but…I recommend 
everyone vote for this [marriage equality] bill and I will proudly 
vote for this bill.”  

Bob Turner said: “Had I been in the state legislature, I would have 
voted against it.”

MR. WEPRIN’S VOTE RUNS CONTRARY TO THE VALUES OF OUR COMMUNITY.

For the sake of the security of Israel 
and to make a statement that Torah 
values are important, we feel compelled 
to speak out and urge you to vote for 
Bob Turner this Tuesday, September 13th. 

------------- * * * -----------

If you care about Israel and about who is representing you in Washington, you must come out and 

not a concern and Israel’s security can continue to be compromised. Send a clear unmistakable 
message that will not be ignored.

VOTE FOR BOB TURNER THIS 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH.

(AND WE DON’T MEAN PRESIDENT OBAMA.)

We need to send a clear and unequivocal message to 

support of Israel and traditional family values.

AS AN ORTHODOX 
JEW, DAVID WEPRIN 
IS EXPECTED TO 
ANSWER TO A HIGHER 
AUTHORITY.

DANIEL  
BENEDICT

ARI  
BENEDICT

CHASKEL  
BENNETT

DR.LESLIE  
BENNETT

ABE  
BIDERMAN

CHARLES  
HERZKA

JOSEPH  
HOCH

BOBBY  
JACOBS

HILLEL  
JAFFA

RABBI MOTI  
KATZ

SHMUEL  
KAZARNOVSKY

AARON  
KINDERLEHRER ESQ

MOSHE  
KRAUSZ

MUTTI  
KRAUSZ

SHIMON  
LEFKOWITZ

RABBI PINCHOS 
LIPSCHUTZ

YOSSI  
NEWMAN

DR.DANIEL  
NOROWITZ

DAVID BERYL  
PHILLIPS

DR.SHULI  
PLAWES

MOSHE  
ROSENFELD

DAVID  
SCHOENBRUN

ARI  
SCHWARTZ

BERNARD  
SHAFRAN

MENACHEM  
SHAYOWITZ

SOL  
WERDIGER

DR.ISRAEL  
ZYSKIND



28 September 9, 2011          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES

SCHOOL SNACK APPROVED!

Why I Am The Right Choice For Congress
B Y  A S S E M B L Y M A N 
D A V I D  W E P R I N

Living in New York is get-
ting tougher and tougher. 
No matter how carefully 
some of us planned, much 
of our retirement savings 
and investments have been 
dwindling away. Addition-
ally, many of my neighbors 
are scared that the bene-
fi ts they have paid into for 
years—Social Security and 
Medicare—may be taken 
away. Unfortunately, they 
are right to be nervous. 
These concerns cannot go 
unaddressed. We also need 
a national jobs bill now 
that will provide training 
and job placement for all 
Americans.

My name is David We-
prin and I am running for 
United States Congress to 
represent the people of the 
Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict in New York.

I was born and raised in 
Queens. I attended local ye-
shivas for elementary and 
high school, as did all my 

children. I am a member of 
the Young Israel of Jamaica 
Estates and the Young Isra-

el of Holliswood. My wife, 
Ronni, and I are the proud 
parents of fi ve children and 
one grandchild.

I was an elected mem-

ber of the New York City 
Council for eight years and 
served as chair of the fi -

nance committee the en-
tire length of my service. 
Currently, I serve in the 
New York State Assembly. 
Growing up in Queens as a 

religious teenager and 
raising a frum family 
prepared me to unique-
ly understand the needs 
of many of my constit-
uents and of the broad-
er Jewish community. I 
am also able to advise 
my colleagues in gov-
ernment on how to best 
serve the Jewish com-
munity.

For example, when I 
served in the City Coun-
cil, Agudath Israel of 
America expressed to 
me the feeling that De-
partment of Education 
funding that was desig-
nated for books should 
be extended to com-
puters as well. I lob-
bied hard in the City 
Council to allow for 
this computer funding 
that is extended to pub-
lic schools to be provid-
ed for parochial schools 
as well.

There were several 
periods where Mayor 
Bloomberg was intent 
on cutting Priority 7 
vouchers. These vouch-
ers subsidize after-
school care that is vital 
for many families in our 
community. I was front 
and center in the bat-
tle to combat this cut 
that would have hurt so 
many of my neighbors.

Part of what makes 
our Jewish community 
so special is the sense 
of responsibility we 
feel towards each oth-
er. Hatzolah is an orga-

nization that exemplifi es 
this feeling. No matter what 
time, day or night, they are 

a phone call away. I am very 
proud of the fact that I have 
been able to secure two cap-
ital grants to assist Hatzolah 
in their vital work.

A few years ago, I received 
a frantic phone call from 
a group of concerned rab-
bis. They were notifi ed that 
the Commissioner of the 
NYC Department of Health 
was going to ban metzit-
zah b’peh, an important 
part of the bris milah ritu-
al for many religious Jews. 
I immediately notifi ed the 
Commissioner of this fact. I 
impressed upon him the sig-
nifi cance this change would 
have on the overall tradi-
tion of circumcision and its 
importance to our commu-
nity. I, in conjunction with 
other leaders in the com-
munity, successfully got the 
city to back off.

As I mentioned above, 
times are tough for all of 
us. As somebody who sent 
his children to yeshivas, I 
understand the added cost 
of yeshiva tuition and all it 
comes with.

In fact, I had the oppor-
tunity this year in Albany 
to help pass TAP, or Tuition 
Assistance Program, legisla-
tion. This historic bill will 
provide up to $5,000 in tu-
ition assistance for yeshiva 
students learning in post-
high school yeshivas.

I have constantly fought 
for all members of our com-
munity. I have been a strong 
supporter of various organi-
zations including the Met 
Council on Jewish Pover-
ty, Ohel, Chai Lifeline, Co-
alition of Jewish Organiza-
tions of Flatbush, and many 
other Jewish Community 
Councils.

Senator Joseph Lieberman, when he 
endorsed my candidacy for Congress 
a few weeks ago, stated clearly and 
unequivocally that the best way to 

send a message to President Obama in 
disagreement with his Mideast policies 
is through me—not a new member of 

the Republican majority, whose criticism 
would be dismissed as partisan politics.
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elementori
beyond basic

In dealing with social service agen-
cies for over a decade, I understand the 
importance they have for many in our 
communities. My opponent wants to 
cut 35% of all federal agencies. He wants 
to abolish the Department of Education 
that helps educate our special needs 
children. He wants to end the US De-
partment of Agriculture that provides 
food stamps for the neediest among us, 
and provides funding for the enforce-
ment of kashrus laws.

Yes, there is fat in the federal govern-
ment that needs to be cut. There are tax 
loopholes for giant corporations who 
pay a lower tax rate than teachers and 
small business owners. But there are 
ways to lower our unsustainable defi cit 
that don’t involve turning our backs on 
our seniors and the neediest among us. 
Our social safety nets, like Medicare and 
Social Security, need to be preserved.

In addition to these values I would 
use when making laws domestically, an 
issue that is especially close to my heart 
is Israel. To me, Israel is more than just 
an important political ally. I have been 
privileged to travel to Israel eight times. 
I have led a number of missions there 
and also traveled as part of a delegation 
to the North during the Lebanon War 
in 2006 to help raise morale with the 
soldiers and to help transfer food and 
clothes to shelters from the constant 
rocket barrage from Hezbollah. We ac-
tually briefl y came under rocket attack 
ourselves while helping out.

As a Democrat, I have been very out-
spoken against President Obama when 
he suggested that Israel use pre-1967 bor-
ders to come to an agreement with Pal-
estinian negotiators. I actually led an-
other mission to Beitar Illit, a city whose 
population has almost doubled since 
I have seen it, to over 40,000 people. I 
have seen fi rsthand the communities 
that would be displaced if Israel would 
return to borders that existed before Is-
rael came under attack from almost all 
of her neighbors in 1967.

Senator Joseph Lieberman, when he 
endorsed my candidacy for Congress a 
few weeks ago, stated clearly and un-
equivocally that the best way to send 
a message to President Obama in dis-
agreement with his Mideast policies is 
through me, not a new member of the 
Republican majority, whose criticism 
would be dismissed as partisan politics.

I believe that Jerusalem is and will al-
ways be the capital of Israel.

I believe that Israelis want peace and 
tranquility and are ready now, as they 
have been for years, to negotiate with a 
ready and willing partner in peace, but I 
am wary about deciding that such a part-
ner exists.

It is in the interest of the United States 
to have Israel as a secure ally in the re-
gion, and I will be passionate about ex-
plaining that to those in Washington 
who are uninformed or who have unfor-
tunately been fed many lies by Israel’s 
many enemies.

I will be a hard-working and strong 
representative for my community in 
Congress.

Our nation’s fi nances are in bad shape 
and our future is clouded in uncertain-
ty. We need to correct that. But along 
the way, we need to make sure that we 
don’t renege on our obligations—to 
our seniors, to the middle class, to our 
allies, and to our children. 
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This Community Education Event 
would not be possible without the dedicated

support of the following individuals. 
A special thank you from the 

CHAZAQ organization to

Linda Spiegel,
Director of Public Affairs at Margaret Tietz Center

&
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Oppenheimer,

Young Israel of Forest Hills

Free Admission!
Men & Women Welcome  •  Limited Parking Available

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Call 718-285-9132 
or 718-268-7100 

E-mail Info@Chazaq.org
or YoungIsraelFH@aol.com

Join CHAZAQ & 
Young Israel of 
Forest Hills
in partnership with 
Margaret Tietz 
Center for an 

Evening of 
Inspiration Sunday Night, 

September 11th
with World Renowned Speaker
R’ Paysach Krohn 
At Young Israel of Forest Hills
7100 Yellowstone Blvd. (at Burns St.)
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Refreshments at 7:30 PM
Lecture at 8:00 PM

www.chazaq.org

www.yifh.youngisrael.org

164-11 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY 11432
718-298-7800 •  www.tietzjewish.com

A Member of the Beth Abraham Family of Health Services

News From The Hills
B Y  C H A N I T A  T E I T Z

I love legal holidays! And snow days, 
hurricane days, and other “off days.” 
Even though they shorten the offi cial 
workweek, I work on most legal holi-
days catching up on things that I pro-
crastinate over or can’t get done when 
the phones are ringing and everyone 
else is working. Then it’s just too busy; 
but the laid-back atmosphere of a so-
called “day off” is great for doing the 
bookkeeping, paperwork, or just orga-
nizing my fi les.

So here it is, Labor Day, and I’m work-
ing, but at a relaxed pace. I love the qui-
et in the offi ce, and hopefully I will get 
things done.

I started the day with a great meet-
ing with one of the members of our net-
working group, CNG, Lala Bessler, who 
is a certifi ed professional life coach spe-
cializing in business coaching, but she 
has extensive experience in many areas. 
If you know anyone who would bene-
fi t from her services, you can reach her 
at Lala@LalaBessler.com. We discovered 
that we’re “family,” Jewish Geography 
at its best. I fi nally strolled into the of-
fi ce at 11:30 and worked on some “deals,” 
communicating with buyers and sellers 
by e-mail. What a day and age this is! 
Even when people are off, we can be in 
touch.

Schools are starting this week and the 
kids have mixed emotions. Although 
they complain that they’re bored and 
getting back will give them structure, 
they still like the freedom of summer. 

And for fi rst timers it’s a little scary. 
Whether they’re starting nursery or 1st 
grade, junior high or high school, it’s a 
milestone that’s scary and exciting at 
the same time.

The kids all think that the teachers 
are thrilled to be back at school mak-
ing life hard for them. But truth be told, 
teachers also have mixed feelings. It can 
be overwhelming to get your kids ready 
for the new school year while you’re try-
ing to get yourself organized and ready, 
too, and with a whole month of Yomim 
Tovim to plan and cook for. But soon ev-
eryone will be back in the routine. Sum-
mer will be a memory and “real life” will 
be back.

Upcoming Events

Shabbos of Unity in Kew Gardens 
Hills. Project Inspire, in cooperation 
with the rabbanim and kiruv organiza-
tions of Kew Gardens Hills, is organiz-
ing a community-wide Kiruv Shabbaton 
over Shabbos Parashas Ki Savo, Septem-
ber 16–17. Ba’alei batim throughout the 
neighborhood will be inviting less-af-
fi liated neighbors, relatives, co-work-
ers, and acquaintances, including fami-
lies, or singles age 18 and up, to join our 
community for “A Shabbos of Unity: 
Ushering in the New Year.” Accommoda-
tions will be made available for those 
who cannot host their guests in their 
own homes. The communal events will 
be held at different shuls around the 
neighborhood.

Hosts and their guests (and the entire 
community) will gather for Kabbalas 

Shabbos with the renowned Traveling 
Chassidim, followed by Seudas Shabbos 
at the homes of the individual hosts.

After the seudah, we will reconvene 
for an Oneg Shabbos tish with the Trav-
eling Chassidim, and a talk by Rabbi Yer-
achmiel Milstein.

On Shabbos morning, guests are wel-
come to join their hosts at their respec-
tive shuls, or take part in a beginners’ 
service run by the Jewish Heritage Cen-
ter.

Hosts and guests will then gather for 
Kiddush, a brief one-on-one learning 
program, and a communal seudas Shab-
bos.

Following a rest period, we will gath-
er for an “Ask the Rabbi” panel discus-
sion featuring leading kiruv profession-
als, followed by seudah shlishis (again, 
the entire community will be invited).

The Shabbos will culminate with 
an inspiring Havdalah ceremony and 
kumzitz.

Experience has shown that these 
Shabbatonim create an incredible feel-
ing of accomplishment, and a spirit of 
achdus that remains in the commu-
nity long after the guests have gone. 
Many long-term friendships have been 
kindled, with relationships often con-
tinuing through telephone learning 
and follow-up invitations. A successful 
Shabbaton can have a lifelong impact—
on the guests and hosts alike.

For more information, visit Kiruv.com. 
To invite a guest, you can refer them to 
ShabbatOfUnity.com. You can register a 
guest, offer to host, or contact the orga-
nizers at ShabbosOfUnity@gmail.com.

New Kollel for Baalei Batim. Begin-

ning on Monday morning, September 
12, Agra D’Pirka Phase III will be open 
in Kew Gardens Hills, meeting at Khal 
Nachlas Yitzchok, Rabbi Oelbaum’s shul, 
141-39 73rd Avenue. The kollel is open to 
anyone who has some spare time in the 
morning, including professionals, store 
and business owners, retirees, and col-
lege students. Participants will have the 
option of learning b’chavrusa or join-
ing any of the shiurim that will be giv-
en by Rav Henoch Savitsky, Rav Shmuel 
Moskowitz, and Rav Noach Isaac Oel-
baum. Breakfast will be served. The kol-
lel will be open Monday through Thurs-
day from 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Mazal Tov

Mazal tov to Menashe and Rochel 
Weiss on the occasion of the bar mitz-
vah of their son, Shimmy.

Mazal tov to BZ and Gittit Levovitz 
on the engagement of their daughter. 
Mazal tov to the grandparents, Moshe 
and Malka Krausz.

Nachas Corner

For those of you who recognize the 
names of my grandchildren who get men-
tioned in this column, I’d be delighted to 
post your nachas from your children or 
grandchildren’s accomplishments, birth-
days, and milestones. They can get the 
thrill of getting their names in the paper, 
too. Send your announcements to my e-
mail address listed below. 

Chanita Teitz is a real-estate broker at Astor 
Brokerage, with offi ces in Kew Gardens Hills 
and Fresh Meadows. For all your real-estate 
needs in Queens, call her at 718-263-4500 or 
e-mail chanita@astorbrokerage.com.
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M u s i c  o f  D i s t i n c t i o n

   Elegant Music with a Personal Touch

  Orchestra for Any Size Affair

 Experienced Musicians

347-366-0564  |  e-mail: TheMeirOfNewYork@aol.com

Weddings  •  Dinners  •  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  •  Kumzitz
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Why I Hate Hurricanes
Why do I hate hurricanes? …
The media has a whole week be-

fore the hurricane arrives to play hav-
oc with my mind and terrorize my 
thoughts. If I ever find that little guy 
from the Weather Channel who went 
from state to state standing in two 
feet of water at the beach measuring 
the winds while sometimes holding 
on to a fence which happened to con-
veniently be alongside .  .  .  (My hus-
band insists the guy travels with this 
fence.)

In preparation for this hurricane, 
I had to go out and clear the possi-
ble “projectiles” that the 100-mile-an-
hour Irene winds would blow away. 
Clearing them away meant volun-
teering my husband for this project. 
Of course, he does not like to actual-
ly do the work and would rather dele-
gate. According to him, everything on 

our property could resist 100-mile-
per-hour winds, so why should we 
move things?

It took two days to clear every-
thing out to the garage—including 
our tables and chairs, chaises, barbe-
cue, flowerpots, pool toys, and stor-
age sheds. Ten days later, all of these 
items are still in the garage.

I spent an entire day on Friday run-
ning from store to store to find bat-
teries and a transistor radio. I don’t 
think I have used a transistor radio 
since I was 12 and they were all the 
rage. One stop I made was at Lowe’s, 
where you needed a traffic light to get 
through the lines of people wheeling 
out plywood to their cars and trucks 
to screw over their windows and 
doors. Lowe’s had no radios.

There is so much bottled water 
piled in my house that all of my fu-

ture guests will be drinking water till 
it is gone.

I taped my windows, secured my 
garbage shed, and even took down 
my American flag. Food was fully 
stocked in three locations. Batteries, 
flashlights, yahrzeit candles, analog 
phone, and emergency kit all ready 
on the table. Window shades low-
ered in case of broken glass. I even 
got out my father’s World War II hel-
met.

Once I was ready for the storm to 
come, the phone rings with a message 
from County Executive Ed Mangano 
telling me I’ve got to evacuate after 
all this preparation. Now, Mangano 
being the one who cost us $2 mil-
lion for a special “emergency” elec-
tion this year, I really do not know 
what to do. Since it is erev Shabbos, 
I open up the map and say to my-
self, “Where is it safe to evacuate to? 
Irene is supposed to be everywhere!” 
I had already extended an invitation 
to my mother and my daughter and 
her six children, since my house is 15 
feet above sea level (according to a 
reliable source).

My mother suddenly decided to 
tell me about the flood in Louis-
ville that she went through as a child 
and how it reached the second floor 

of the house and how vivid a mem-
ory it was for her up till today. She 
could have been an opening act for 
that little guy with the fence from 
the Weather Channel.

When we got the phone call that 
our satellite minyan was still on, I 
knew this was the sign to stay home.

So before I sign off, here are some 
memorable quotes from officials 
“helping” us deal with Irene:

1. “Get off the beach! You are done! 
You are tan enough!”

2. “If you haven’t evacuated already, 
it is too late and it is too bad. You will 
just have to sit it out in your house. 
Just don’t expect any help from us.”

3. “If your neighbor has electricity 
and you don’t, call us. If your neigh-
bors have no electricity, we know 
about it, don’t call us, just wait.”

Boy, do I hate hurricanes! 

Anessa Cohen lives in Cedarhurst and is a 
licensed real-estate broker and a licensed 
N.Y.S. mortgage broker with over 20 years of 
experience, offering full-service residential 
and commercial real-estate services (Anessa 
V Cohen Realty) and mortgaging services 
(First Meridian Mortgage) in the Five Towns 
and throughout the tri-state area. She 
can be reached at 516-569-5007 or via her 
website, www.AVCrealty.com. Readers are 
encouraged to send questions or comments 
to anessa.cohen@AVCrealty.com.

real estate & 
mortgage financing
By Anessa V. Cohen

Get the right value at a place you can trust

GOLDMINE JEWELERS
524 Central Ave. Cedarhurst, N.Y. 516-374-4682

Trade Your Unwanted Jewelery 
for CASH

Or treat yourself to something NEW

Cash For Gold
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Sunday to Thursday  
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4723 Seventeenth Avenue  

(entrance on 48th Street)

718.305.1680

little
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the Li�le Black Dress. 
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Evening 
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FALL 2011 
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Cheap Redemption
B Y  R A B B I  M E I R  O R L I A N
BUSINESS HALACHA INSTITUTE

“Mazal Tov,” Sol said to his friend Yis-
rael. “I heard you had a boy recently!”

“Thank you,” said Yisrael. “The pidyon
ha’ben [redemption of the fi rstborn son] 
will take place next week.”

“Who will be the kohein?” asked Sol.
“Mr. Kahn,” replied Yisrael. “He has fi ve 

silver coins with the proper weight of 3.4 
ounces, and he offers to sell the coins to 
the father to use for the pidyon.”

“That’s great!” said Sol.
“Do you know how much the coins 

should cost?” asked Yisrael.
“At my son’s pidyon ha’ben three years 

ago, the value was about $50,” said Sol. 
“Silver went up, though; ask Mr. Kahn.”

Yisrael contacted Mr. Kahn and ar-
ranged with him to serve as the offi ciat-
ing kohein at the pidyon. “I’d like to buy 
the silver coins from you,” he added.

“Sure,” said Mr. Kahn. “They’re worth 
$100 now.”

On the day of the pidyon, Yisrael paid 
Mr. Kahn $100 for the coins. He then 
gave them back to him in the pidyon
ha’ben ceremony.

In the evening, Yisrael was talking to 
Sol. “How much were the coins?” Sol 
asked.

“Mr. Kahn asked for $100,” Yisrael said.
“That’s all?” said Sol. “I checked yester-

day and saw that silver prices have rock-
eted in the past two years. The 3.4 ounc-
es for pidyon ha’ben are now worth $140.”

“You’re kidding,” said Yisrael with dis-
may. “That’s not good!”

“What’s the problem?” said Sol. “You 
saved yourself $40!”

“That’s true,” said Yisrael, “but maybe 
the whole pidyon ha’ben is invalid!”

“Why?” asked Sol.
“There is a concept of ona’ah, either 

overcharging or underpaying,” answered 
Yisrael. “If the discrepancy between the 
price paid and the item’s value is more 
than one-sixth, the sale is annulled. I 
underpaid by almost 30 percent, so the 
coins may not have been mine at all!”

“But Mr. Kahn asked for only $100,” 
said Sol. “You didn’t try to cheat him.”

“Yes, but he erroneously thought that 
was the value,” said Yisrael. “He wasn’t 
trying to give me a discount.”

“I don’t know,” said Sol with a shrug. 
“But I have Rabbi Tzedek’s phone num-
ber if you want to give him a call.”

“That would be great,” said Yisrael.
Sol gave Yisrael the number, and he 

called Rabbi Tzedek. “I bought coins 
from Mr. Kahn for pidyon ha’ben, but he 
greatly undervalued the coins,” he said. 
“Is this ona’ah? Is there a problem with 
the pidyon?”

“This is defi nitely a case of ona’ah, mis-
pricing, and Mr. Kahn can annul the sale 
of the coins,” said Rabbi Tzedek (C.M.
227:4; see also Aruch HaShulchan 227:2). 
“However, there is no problem with the 
pidyon ha’ben.”

“Why not?” asked Yisrael.
“There is an important difference be-

tween a mistaken sale, where the wrong 
object was sold, and a mispriced sale, 
where there is ona’ah,” explained Rab-
bi Tzedek. “When the wrong object was 
sold, the sale is inherently null and void 
(233:1). However, in cases of ona’ah, the 
sale remains valid unless the aggrieved 

party annuls it due to the mistaken price. 
Therefore, since Mr. Kahn does not care 
to annul the sale of the silver coins, it re-
mains valid. The coins were yours and 

your son is properly redeemed.”
“What if he should want to annul the 

sale later?” asked Yisrael.
“There is a time limit on ona’ah

claims,” said Rabbi Tzedek. “Once the 
person had time to check the proper 
price and didn’t, he can no longer claim 
ona’ah. Usually the seller’s right does not 

expire, since he does not hold the item 
to have it evaluated. However, the val-
ue of silver is readily available, without 
need to show the coins, so that his rights 
would also expire” (227:7–8).

“Can the aggrieving party also annul 
the sale?” asked Yisrael. “Actually, he 

wouldn’t want to do that; he gained.”
“He might want to,” said Rabbi Tze-

dek. “Let’s say that you bought some-
thing and underpaid by 25% and then 
the market crashed and prices dropped 
by 50%. You thought you got a bargain, 
but would be happy now to annul the 
sale and buy the item at the new, very 

low price. Conversely, let’s say that you 
sold an item and overcharged by 25% 
and then the market soared by 50%. You 
thought you made a killing, but would 
be happy now to annul the sale and sell 
the item at the current, very high price.”

“OK, so can he annul the sale?” asked 
Yisrael.

“In general, there is a dispute whether 
the aggrieving party can annul the sale,” 
answered Rabbi Tzedek. “The Rambam
maintains that he cannot, whereas the 
Rosh maintains that he also can annul it. 
However, in the examples mentioned he 
cannot annul the sale, so that he should 
not cheat and also benefi t” (227:10–11). 

This article is intended for learning purposes 
and not to be relied upon halacha l’maaseh. 
There are also issues of dina d’malchusa to 
consider in actual cases.
Rabbi Meir Orlian is a faculty member of the 
Business Halacha Institute, which is headed by 
HaRav Chaim Kohn, shlita, a noted dayan. For 
questions regarding business halacha issues, or 
to bring a BHI lecturer to your business or shul, 
please call the confi dential hotline at 877-845-
8455 or e-mail ask@businesshalacha.com. To 
receive BHI’s free newsletter, Business Weekly, 
send an e-mail to subscribe@businesshalacha.
com.

 “If the discrepancy between the 
price paid and the item’s value is 
more than one-sixth, the sale is 

annulled.”
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The Miracle Fruit
If you’ve traveled anywhere outside the 

United States, you may have come across 
unusual produce that you’ve never tasted 
or seen before. I guarantee you’ve never 
come across a fruit like this. Dubbed the 
“miracle fruit,” Synsepalum dulcifi cum
(its technical term) is a miraculous berry 
native to West Africa that blocks the sour 
and bitter senses and makes foods taste 
exceptionally sweet. Can you imagine? 
I’ve read articles about this miraculous 
fruit and had to experience it for myself.

The fruit is sold online by various dis-
tributors as a natural berry or in a tablet 
form. It is highly perishable so it is ex-
pensive (from $1 to $3 a berry, depending 
on the supplier and how much your pur-
chase) and it is shipped to you frozen in 

dry ice to make sure it does not spoil. The 
miracle berry is totally unassuming; you 
would never believe the powers it pos-
sesses. The fruit is a small, deeply red-col-
ored berry about the size of a cranberry 
but not as round. The berry has a mild, 
slightly sweet fl avor, although most of it 
is a seed with a thin layer of surrounding 
fl esh. You are instructed to place the fro-
zen berry in your mouth and scrape off 
the pulp from the seed. Then swirl the 
pulp around your mouth in order to coat 
the tongue completely and reach all your 
taste buds. The effects are immediate and 
last for about an hour.

The most interesting foods to try are 
the ones with acidic or sour character-
istics. Citrus fruits such as limes, grape-

fruits, and lemons taste like lemonade or 
candied fruits. Vinegar can taste like ap-
ple juice, and balsamic vinegar in partic-
ular has a sweet, smooth fl avor that can 
be sipped straight up. Fruits that are nat-
urally less sweet shine under the berry’s 
infl uence, like strawberries that taste like 
the sweetest berry you’ve ever had. Oth-
er foods that are interesting under the 
berry’s infl uence are goat cheese, which 
can taste like cheesecake, and hot sauce, 
which tastes more like sweet-and-spicy 
barbecue sauce.

Besides being a wild fl avor experience, 
the miracle berry can be interesting for 
dieters or diabetics who are trying to cut 
down on sugar but want to indulge in a 
sweet treat. Studies are being conducted 
on whether cancer patients can benefi t 
from the miracle fruit to increase appe-
tite and help foods have fl avor again. Res-
taurateurs are experimenting with dish-
es that incorporate the berry to create an 
innovative dining experience. If you de-
cide to try the miracle berry, a great time 
would be on Rosh Hashanah when you 
can say She’hecheyanu, the blessing for a 
new fruit, and start your year off on an 
extraordinarily sweet note. 

Lemon Meringue Cupcakes

Ingredients:
1 cup butter or butter substitute
1½ cups sugar
2 large eggs plus 3 egg yolks
2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
2½ cups fl our
½ tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
1 Tbsp. lemon zest
1 cup buttermilk (or almond milk for 

pareve)
For curd:

½ cup + 2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1½ cup superfi ne sugar
4 eggs plus 4 egg yolks

2 Tbsp. grated lemon zest
8 Tbsp. butter

For meringue:
2 large egg whites
½ cup sugar
¼ tsp. cream of tartar
½ tsp. vanilla extract
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350°F. Line two cup-

cake pans with liners.
In stand mixer or using a hand mixer, 

blend butter and sugar till smooth. Beat 
in eggs, one at a time, on low and then 
add yolks and lemon juice.

Mix fl our, baking powder, baking soda, 
salt, and lemon zest in a medium bowl. 
Add this fl our mixture and the butter-
milk (or almond milk) to the egg/butter 
mixture alternately, half a cup at a time, 
mixing until just combined. Fill each 
cupcake liner three-quarters full. Bake 
22–25 minutes, until toothpick inserted 
comes out clean.

While cupcakes cool, whisk togeth-
er fresh lemon juice, superfi ne sugar, 
eggs, egg yolks, and lemon zest in heat-
proof bowl. Place over a pot of simmer-
ing water and thicken until it coats the 
back of a wooden spoon, about 10 min-
utes. Remove bowl from pot and add but-
ter. Transfer curd to container and refrig-
erate to set.

For the meringue, combine egg whites, 
sugar, and cream of tartar in a bowl. Place 
over a pot of simmering water and warm 
till sugar dissolves. Add vanilla and beat 
until stiff peaks form, about 5 minutes.

Make sure cupcakes are completely 
cooled. Cut a cone shape out of center 
of cupcakes with a small knife. Fill with 
lemon curd and top with meringue (ei-
ther spoon a dollop or pipe the meringue 
from a Ziploc or pastry bag). Place cup-
cakes on baking sheet and place them 
in oven set to broil for 2–3 minutes un-
til golden, being careful not to burn. Let 
cool and serve.

Want to learn how to cook delicious gourmet 
meals right in your own kitchen? Take 
one-on-one cooking lessons or give a gift to 
an aspiring cook that you know. For more 
information, contact Take Home Chef personal 
chef services by calling 516-508-3663, writing 
to elke@TakeHomeChef.net, or visiting www.
TakeHomeChef.net.

THE DISH
By Elke Probkevitz
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Program:
Divrei Chizuk by the Roshei HaYeshiva

ÔÂ¯ÎÈÊ È¯·„ HaGaon HaRav Aryeh Malkiel Kotler ‡”ËÈÏ˘

˙Â¯¯ÂÚ˙‰ È¯·„ HaGaon HaRav Yeruchim Olshin ‡”ËÈÏ˘

Wednesday evening, October , 
·”Ú˘˙ È¯˘˙ ’Ê

: pm
Congregation Shaarey Tefila

 Central Avenue
Lawrence, New York

Divrei Chizuk by the Roshei HaYesh
Progra

Divrei Chizuk by the Roshei HaYesh

We cordially invite you to attend
the Lawrence and Far Rockaway Community's

57th Annual Reception
to benefit Beth Medrash Govoha

Please join us as we pay tribute to the memory
of our dear, close friend,

Rabbi Amos Bunim Ï”ˆÊ,

Reserve
the Date!
Be inscribed in the Memorial Scroll of Honor with your pledge to the Yeshiva 

,nab hukhgk R' Amos k"mz. To pledge, and for further information about 
this memorial tribute, please call: 732-367-1060 ext. 4252.

„”Ò·
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MINDBIZ
By Esther Mann, LCSW

Dear Esther,
My daughter Nicole was always a 

tomboy. She resembles my husband 
and the women in his family. Grow-
ing up, she would always rather be out-
doors, riding her bike, going on her 
skateboard, or even playing basketball 
with her brothers. Physically, she is tall 
and broad and no one would call her 
thin.

The other women in my family, in-
cluding me, are very feminine “girly-
girly” types. We are all more or less 
petite and we love pretty, feminine 
things. We love to go shopping, wear 
makeup, and admire anything beauti-
ful.

Nicole loves to discuss the Mets, Jets, 
or who knows what. When I overhear 
anyone discussing such things, I imme-

diately zone out. Just like Nicole zones 
out when my other daughter and I dis-
cuss the new fall fashions.

Nicole is turning 18 and leaving for 
Israel tomorrow. I’m suddenly fi nding 
myself struck with a feeling of panic 
about what will be with her when she 
returns and has to start dating even-
tually. Maybe I should have addressed 
this issue with her many years ago, 
but now I fi nd myself wondering what 
kind of young man will want to marry 
her. I look around at the other young 
women on the dating scene who are 
so primped and dressed like fashion 
models, and it’s hitting me like a bolt 
of lightning that she will be totally ill 
equipped to be on the same playing 
fi eld.

I am suddenly feeling very guilty 
that I haven’t been “working on her” 
from an early age. Maybe I should have 
dragged her off the basketball court 
and forced her to go shopping with me. 
Maybe I should have insisted that she 
start wearing a little lipstick or some-
thing. Maybe I should have forced her 
to go on a diet.

It’s not that I neglected her. In ev-
ery other way, I believe I was and am 
a very involved mother. But she was 
just always such a good kid—easygo-
ing, happy, and never whiny or diffi -
cult like some of my friend’s daughters. 
I just never thought there was a prob-
lem. But now it’s like I suddenly woke 
up from a coma and wonder whether I 
have failed her as a mother.

Now she’s going away and I wonder 

whether I should say something mean-
ingful in this regard before she leaves. 
Do I express my fears to her? Of course 
what I want to hear is that she’ll fi gure 
it all out on her own. I don’t remember 
anyone telling me how “to be” when I 
started dating. But I was such a differ-
ent type of person. Or do I wait until 
she comes home and then begin some 
kind of boot-camp program with her, 
in order to prepare her for what lies 
ahead?

I know that what’s done is done and 
I can’t rewrite history. But I’m wonder-
ing if I have set the stage for something 
terrible that we will all regret some 
day. Am I worrying too much or not 
enough? I speak to mothers of daugh-
ters that look like they’ve got it all to-
gether who are struggling to fi nd dates 

for their daughters. If that’s the case, 
what’s going to be with Nicole?

Nervous
Dear Nervous,
What strikes me most about your let-

ter is your belief that you are in con-
trol. That if you follow rules 1 through 
5, your daughter will look the part, act 
the part, and be married within six 
months of returning home from Isra-
el. If only life were so easy and predict-
able. Yes, we need to be on top of cer-
tain things. But ultimately we don’t 
have the kind of control you seem to 
believe you abdicated while Nicole 
was growing up and now wish to reac-
quire.

You started your letter by saying that 
Nicole is a tomboy. She is sporty and 
enjoys outdoorsy activities and specta-
tor sports as opposed to shopping and 
fussing over her looks and worrying 
about the latest trends. What makes 
you think that a woman like that can’t 
fi nd a husband? There are many men 
who would love to settle down with 
someone with whom they can share 
such activities: Men who don’t really 
care for or appreciate the “all made-up” 
type of woman who is afraid to get her 
hands dirty or be seen without a full 
face of makeup.

It’s important for you to understand 
that we are not all cookie-cutter indi-
viduals desiring the very same thing. 
If we were, every man would want 
to marry the same woman. You men-
tioned that Nicole is an easygoing, 
great kid who never caused you much 

You deserve a great deal of credit 
for allowing Nicole to fl ourish and 
be herself while she was growing 

up, without trying to mold her into 
something she wasn’t.
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trouble. That’s saying a lot. So 
in answer to your fear that 
you neglected a crucial part of 
your mothering role with Ni-
cole, I wouldn’t go there quite 
so fast.

You deserve a great deal of 
credit for allowing Nicole to 
fl ourish and be herself while 
she was growing up, without 
trying to mold her into some-
thing she wasn’t—a clone of 
you and the other females in 
your family. Who knows what 
you might have done to her 
spirit had you tried to redefi ne 
and re-create her into some-
thing she is not. So enough 
beating yourself up over what 
you should have done. It could 
have been a disaster.

She’s leaving for what will 
hopefully be a great year in Is-
rael. I don’t think now is the 
time for any powerful speech-
es about working on her femi-
ninity while she’s away. She’ll 
be dorming with a bunch of 
women who may possibly 
have some infl uence over her 
in this way. Advice originat-
ing from peers rather than 
her mother may appear more 
meaningful to Nicole, and she 
may decide to emulate them. 
So you never quite know how 
she will return from her stay 
in Israel. But even if she re-
turns exactly the same as she 
left, as I previously said, that 
doesn’t mean that she isn’t ex-

actly right, just the way she is, 
for some wonderful man.

However—and you have 
time to worry about this—
when she does return from 
Israel, I’m sure you’ll want to 
help her prepare for the dat-
ing scene as any other moth-
er would. The right wardrobe 
is important, as is a visit to a 
makeup professional, who can 
give her a few tips for accen-
tuating her best features for 
that important date. It doesn’t 
mean you’re trying to change 
her essence in any way. It just 

means that people need to be 
prepared for opportunities 
that come their way.

Just as one wouldn’t go on 
a job interview without dress-
ing for the part appropriate-
ly, so too should a woman un-
derstand that there is a way to 
dress for a date. But don’t try 
to knock the lifeblood out of 
Nicole. I’m sure she’s perfect 
just the way she is, but like 
most people can use a little 
tweaking here and there.

Regarding her size, it sounds 
as though she is probably big-

boned rather than heavy. 
However, if you think just be-
cause you haven’t discussed 
dieting with her, she doesn’t 
know what a calorie is, don’t 
kid yourself. Again, among 
her friends in Israel, I’m sure 
it will be one of the top dis-
cussions going on at all times 
within her dorm. Nicole will 
learn about and witness di-
eting at its best and worst. 
And don’t forget, you fi gured 
things out for yourself by ob-
serving life going on around 
you, and so do most young 

people.
So relax. Don’t beat yourself 

up. Send Nicole off with mes-
sages of love and encourage-
ment. And at the end of the 
day, Whoever is ultimately in 
control of things will work 
everything out in the way in 
which they are meant to be 
worked out.

Esther

Esther Mann, LCSW, is a 
psychotherapist in Lawrence. Esther 
works with individuals and couples. 
She can be reached at mindbiz44@
aol.com or 516-314-2295.

 Allstate 1 4x4 new
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Talking To The Walls
B Y  M O R D E C H A I 
S C H M U T T E R

I don’t know why kids dread 
the fi rst day of school. It’s not 
like they have to do any work. 
Basically, they’re going to sit 
around for class after class as 
each teacher drones on about 
the rules. Most of the time, 
the rules will take up the en-
tire fi rst day of class, and then 
the teacher will spend the 
whole rest of the year behind 
schedule. If only there were 
no rules.

On my very fi rst day teach-
ing language arts at my local 
mesivta, I had exactly one rule. 
I got up and said, “You know 
all those rules the other teach-
ers give you? They apply to me 
too.” The kids loved that rule, 
because they realized that 
while they were in the other 
teachers’ classes, I was not. So 
they spent the entire year try-
ing to convince me that the 
other teachers weren’t partic-
ular about people handing in 
assignments or showing up 

to class or actually fi lling out 
their own test papers.

So every year since then, 
I’ve been adding rules. For ex-
ample, I had one class that re-
ally liked to sing. Sometimes 
I’d be in middle of a lesson, 
and all of a sudden the entire 
room would break into song. 
And, of course, they would 
sing way louder than I could 
tell them to stop, so I’d have to 
wait for a break in the lyrics, 
and then quickly yell, “Stop 
singing!”

So now I have a rule: No 
singing. And every year, I tell 
this rule to my incoming class 
right up front. I’m actually not 
sure this is a great move with 
some of the classes, because I 
feel like I’m putting ideas in 
their heads. It’s like when you 
sit your kids down and say, 
“This is your new baby broth-
er. You’re not allowed to draw 
on him.” And they look at you, 
and they’re clearly thinking, 
“We can draw on the baby?”

So basically, every year’s 
class is getting rules based on 

what the previous years’ class-
es liked to do. It’s kind of like 
all of those weird warning la-
bels that they have on prod-
ucts nowadays of things that 
otherwise never even would 
cross our minds, such as “Do 
not iron clothes directly on 

your body.” The fi rst time that 
company made an iron, there 
was no way they had that rule, 
but your iron has it, because 
somebody, at some point be-
fore you came along, said, “I’m 
running late, I don’t have an 
ironing board, and how else 
am I going to get it to conform 
to my shape?”

So here are the rules. Don’t 
go getting any ideas:

1. Yes, I’m that Mordechai 
Schmutter.

2. Yes, that’s my real name! 
Are you really the .  .  . What 
was your name again?

3. No, you can’t have my li-
cense. Can we all sit down 
now?

4. No, I meant you should 
sit down. I have to stand here 
and go over the rules.

5. Please show up every 
day with something to write 
with, something to write on, 
and something to keep it in. I 
don’t care if it’s a highlighter, 
the back of a tissue box, and a 
1987 Buick.

6. According to our con-
tracts, all teachers have to say 
the following at least a few 
times per year, or we don’t get 
paid:

• “I can stand here all day.”
• “Would you do that in 

your house?”
• “I feel like I’m talking to 

the walls.”
7. Some teachers will assign 

seats based on the alphabet, 
so they can fi gure out who 
they’re talking to based on 
where the person is sitting. 
So if your name is Zylenberg, 
you’re going to end up in the 
corner near the radiator.

8. The hardest part of be-
ing a teacher is writing on the 
board and staring at you at the 
same time.

9. After the teacher writes 
on the board, he’s going to 
stand directly in front of what 
he wrote and talk about it, and 
as soon as he’s done talking, 
he’s going to erase it and write 
something else. So you’d bet-

ter be able to see through him.
10. You don’t have the right 

to tell a completely unrelat-
ed personal story just because 
you raised your hand.

11. There are several rules 
about where students may or 
may not put their feet.

12. You know what’s really 
funny? Turning the lights off 
in the middle of class, and then 
going WooooooOOOooooooo! 
It’s so funny, I should put it in 
an article.

13. By the way, if I can write 
on the board while looking at 
you, I can also write in com-
plete darkness. It’s you who 
can’t take notes in the dark.

14. Offi cial school policy is 
not to eat in class. Sometimes 
I’ll look the other way because, 
seriously, I have bigger things 
to worry about. But at least 
don’t put together a mezuman.

Mozart wrote his fi rst sonata when he was 
four years old. You can remember to write 

your name on your assignments.
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15. You’re also not allowed 
to chew gum in class. Yes, I 
know there are 15 pieces of 
hardened gum stuck to the 
bottom of your desk, and no, 
that doesn’t mean I let last 
year’s class chew gum. I think 
they stick those on at the fac-
tory.

16. Yes, this will be on the 
test. I know you don’t want 
to be here, so the last thing 
I’m going to do is waste your 
time teaching you things I’m 
not going to test you on. Also, 
I wrote the test like fi ve years 
ago, and there’s no way I’m go-
ing to change it so you can go 
play basketball.

17. Mozart wrote his fi rst so-
nata when he was four years 

old. You can remember to 
write your name on your as-
signments.

18. What do you mean, 
“What’s on the test?” I just 
spent the last three weeks tell-
ing you what’s on the test!

19. Most kids who let you 
copy from them are not worth 
copying from. In fact, they 
probably think they’re copy-
ing from you.

20. In a true/false test, you 
can’t assume the answer is 
“false” just because the last 
three answers were “true.” You 
know why? Because I don’t 
write the questions in order.

21. I refuse to believe that 
six of your siblings got mar-
ried this year. You had a whole 

day off, you could have at 
least come up with some new 
excuses.

22. Yes, we did something 
in class yesterday. We saw 
that you were absent, but af-
ter a few minutes we regained 
our composure and somehow 
managed to move on.

23. Sometimes you don’t 
hand in an assignment, and 
you think I’ll forget about it. 
And you’re right; I will. But 
there’s still going to be a blank 
space in my grade book that I 
won’t see until I’m fi lling out 
report cards.

24. I didn’t lose your assign-
ment; you forgot to hand it in. 
Look around you. You have 
a cubby, a locker, a hook, a 

dorm room, and a desk (the lo-
cation of which keeps chang-
ing every day); you keep most 
of your papers inside your 
text books; and you keep your 
text books on the fl oor. When 
I come in, I have about half 
the surface of one desk, and I 
have to clear it off completely 
before the next teacher comes 
in. Also, I’ve been teaching for 
a while, and I know how to 
use paper clips.

26. I’m here to teach. That’s 
my job. I have a boss and a sal-
ary and a limited number of 
vacation days, so don’t ask me 
every single day if I can give 
you a free period. That’s like 
if you were a doctor, and a pa-
tient would come in and say, 

“Can you not give me a check-
up today? You don’t need the 
extra work, and I don’t want 
to get undressed. Just give me 
a positive medical report, and 
let me go play in the parking 
lot.”

27. Okay, so if I have to ex-
plain this to you, you’ll nev-
er be a doctor. At best, you’ll 
wind up working at a desk fac-
tory. But at least you’ll be al-
lowed to chew gum. 

Mordechai Schmutter is a weekly 
humor columnist for Hamodia 
and has written two books, both 
published by Israel Book Shop. 
He also does freelance writing 
for hire. You can send any 
questions, comments, or ideas to 
MSchmutter@gmail.com.
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I’d Be The First To Thank Hashem, If …
You shall not reject an Edomite, for he is 

your brother; you shall not reject an Egyp-
tian, for you were a sojourner in his land.

—Devarim 23:8
Our attitude toward the Mitzrim. The 

Torah lays out our attitude and approach 
to the different nations and tells us, “The 
Mitzrim cannot be totally rejected be-
cause you lived in their country.” Rashi 
is bothered by this mixed expression. If 
we are supposed to be grateful for the 
good that the Mitzrim did for us, why 
use the expression “don’t reject them?” 
This doesn’t sound very appreciative.

Rashi answers that the Torah is teach-
ing us precisely that point. Our attitude 
towards the Mitzrim should be mixed. 
On the one hand, we don’t forget that 
they threw our infant boys into the Nile. 
On the other hand, they did provide a 
home for us. So we have ambivalent feel-
ings. We don’t completely accept them, 
but we can’t reject them either.

When we think about the background, 
this Rashi is very diffi cult to understand. 
Our stay in Mitzrayim was not pleasant. 
Tortured and bled, oppressed and hound-
ed, the Jew was treated far worse than a 
beast of burden. We had no rights. We 
had no life. We couldn’t choose our des-
tiny or protect our children. What possi-

ble debt do we owe to them?
But even more telling is that the Mitz-

rim weren’t doing us a favor by allow-
ing us to stay in their land. We were the 
backbone of their economy. Their en-
tire production was based on slave labor, 
and we were the slaves. They didn’t feed 
us for our good; they did it so that we 
could produce for them. They didn’t give 
us a place to sleep for our comfort; they 
did it so that we could be awakened at 
dawn, to the crack of the whip, to slave 
away in the sweltering heat. In plain lan-
guage, we were property—owned by the 
Mitzrim, kept for their profi t. Any good 
that they did for us was only for their 
selfi sh interests. Do we owe such people 
hakaras hatov?

This question can best be answered 
with a mashal brought by the Chovos
Ha’Levovos.

The ungrateful teenager. Two teenage 
brothers living in a grand estate are hav-
ing a conversation. One says to the oth-
er, “Father is such a wonderful man! He 
is so generous with us, and so concerned 
for our good. Look at the entire program 
he has created for us—private teachers 
and tutors—all to benefi t us. Everything 
that he does is focused on our better-
ment. I feel so grateful to him.”

His brother looks over and says, “Oh, 
I don’t know about that. First off, this 
getting up at 6:30 in the morning bit is a 
huge drag. And this whole ‘get an educa-
tion routine’ is pretty lame. Not to men-
tion fi ve miles of running every morn-
ing! It’s just plain dumb! To tell you the 
truth, I’m not so sure he really has our 
good in mind at all. I think the old tim-
er just wants to keep us out of his hair.”

What is the difference between the 
two teenagers? One is adopted; the oth-
er isn’t. You see, the adopted son grew up 
without. He knows what it means to suf-
fer. Having lived in an orphanage for two 
years, he knows what it is like to go to 
bed hungry, to sleep in a cold, dank cel-
lar. When his adopted father took him 
in, everything was a vast improvement, 
so he has an unending sense of appreci-
ation for what he now has. His brother, 
on the other hand, grew up in the lap of 
luxury. Since he fi rst opened his eyes, all 
that he has ever known is comfort and 
abundance, and so none of it means any-
thing to him. He is a spoiled brat.

I would be the fi rst to thank G-d, if . . . 
The expression hakaras hatov is high-
ly illustrative of this concept. The word 
hakarah means to recognize, to discern. 
Chazal were teaching us that this issue 
pivots on perception. By nature a person 
is grateful; the diffi culty lies in recogniz-
ing what we have to be grateful for.

This seems to be the answer to this 
Rashi. There is no question that the Mitz-
rim’s motivation when they were playing 
host to the Jewish nation was not for the 
Jews’ benefi t but for their own. However, 
the Jews did benefi t. For 210 years they 
had a land in which to live, food to eat, 

and a place to sleep. In that sense, their 
very existence is attributed to the Mitz-
rim. Granted the Mitzrim didn’t intend 
for the good of the Jews, but the Jews 
were the recipients of it. For that we owe 
a debt of gratitude—albeit mixed—but a 
debt nevertheless.

The Torah is teaching us that if I have 
received something, I must recognize 
that, even if it is a mixed blessing. There-
fore, while we don’t completely wel-
come the Mitzrim into our midst, we 
can’t reject them either.

One of the most motivating forces in 
our avodas Hashem is a sense of “I need 
to pay back.” How can I not do every-
thing in my power to pay back the huge 
debt that I have to Hashem? However, 
this is based on my understanding of the 
sheer amount of good that I receive. Un-
fortunately, we are a bit like the spoiled 
teenager who has everything and there-
fore has nothing. It is diffi cult for us 
to thank Hashem. It isn’t that we don’t 
have; it is that we don’t perceive it.

When I train myself to appreciate the 
great wealth that I enjoy, I gain an auto-
matic sense of wanting to pay back. By 
doing this, I enjoy my stay in this world 
to a much greater extent, I am grateful 
for what others do for me, and I have an 
unending sense of appreciation for all 
the blessings I have received from Hash-
em. 

For more on this topic, please listen to Shmuz 
#129: “Hakaras HaTov: Recognizing The Good.” 
The new Shmuz book, Stop Surviving and Start 
Living, is now in print! It is a powerful, inspiring 
work that deals with major life issues. Copies 
are available in stores, at www.TheShmuz.com, 
or by calling 866-613-TORAH (613-8672).

by R’ Ben Tzion Shafi er
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Beware The Bear Market
B Y  R A B B I  A V I  S H A F R A N

“You lost,” my 18-year-old son som-
berly informed me in shul the other 
day, and we both laughed.

Davening had just ended. I recite 
Kaddish these days at the end of each 
service in the merit of a distant rela-
tive. At this particular Minchah, a vis-
itor was saying Kaddish too, and he 
did so very quickly. I’m no slouch, 
though; while I prefer to recite holy 
words at a slower pace, I can speed-
daven with the best of them. So, in 
an attempt to not confuse the congre-
gation with out-of-sync recitations, I 
switched to third gear. Approaching 
warp speed to reach Yehei shmei rab-
ba alongside my fellow Kaddish-say-
er, I came close but didn’t quite make 
it. Rounding the bend of Oseh shalom 
on the equivalent of two squealing 
wheels, I hoped to at least conclude 
in coordination with my partner. 
Alas, as my son observed, I came in 

only a close second.
I’ve always been struck, over years 

and in many cities, at how the most 
important words most of us say each 
day, those bonds that tie us to our 

Creator, are so often spoken auction-
eer-style, with nary a pause for breath 
(and sometimes with the text heavi-
ly edited).

An experiment I ran (which you 
can try at home): Using a stopwatch, 

I read all the words of Aleinu from a 
siddur as quickly as I possibly could. I 
don’t think it can be done in less than 
45 seconds. Yet I suspect that I have 
often clocked in at less than that.

Some other speed records I’ve com-
piled:

Ashrei: not less than 50 seconds.

Krias Shema: not less than 1 minute, 
30 seconds.

Shemoneh Esrei: not less than 3 
minutes, 30 seconds.

And those times are for a bare min-
imum of enunciation (and no time at 

all allotted for pausing to better con-
centrate, or, in the case of Shemoneh 
Esrei, to add any personal prayer).

Basicallywe’retalkingaboutpronou
ncingthewordsofourprayerslikethew
ordsofthissentence.

Call it an occupational hazard of 
observance. The quality of things we 
do regularly can naturally become de-
graded with time. But natural needn’t 
mean acceptable.

A funny-sad story (considerably 
less humorous in writing than when 
it was told by my father, may he be 
well, at the Shabbos table when I was 
a child) concerns a shtetl Yid who 
owes a powerful landowner, or poritz, 
a good sum of money. Yankel some-
how convinces the poritz to forgive 
the debt if he, the Jew, can teach a 
bear how to pray.

Faced with the need to produce re-
sults, Yankel obtains a cub and hands 
him a siddur with a drop of honey on 
its cover and on each of the book’s 
pages. The bear wipes up the first 
drop of honey with its paw and puts 
it on his tongue. Bright bear that he 
is, he opens the book and locates and 
eats the other drops of honey too.

The next day, Yankel gives Smokey 
the same siddur, this time with a drop 
of honey only on every other page. 
The bear, with a murmur of disap-
pointment at each page bearing only 
words, still manages to service his 
sweet tooth from the others. The fol-
lowing day the honey is only on ran-
dom pages. The bear goes through the 
sefer, wiping up what drops of sweet-
ness he finds and licking his paw, 
murmuring all the rest of the time.

The Jew is now ready. Presenting 
the cub to the poritz, he declares the 
animal shul-worthy and hands him 
the here-and-there-honeyed siddur. 
The bear opens it, turns a few pag-
es, murmuring all the while, stops 
a minute to lick his finger, then re-
sumes page-turning and murmuring. 
The poritz is not impressed. “That’s 
not praying,” he says.

“Come with me,” says the Jew, lead-
ing the poritz to the local shul. Yan-
kel opens the door. Lo and behold, 
the poritz sees an entire congregation 
of supplicants doing pretty good imi-
tations of the bear. He has no choice 
but to forgive the debt.

And everyone lived happily ever af-
ter. Well, other than those of us lis-
tening to the story, left to wonder 
whether our own prayers are some-
thing more than page-turning and 
mumbles. 

© 2011 AMI Magazine. Rabbi Shafran is an 
editor at large and columnist for AMI.

Basically we’re talking about 
pronouncing the word so four 
prayers like the word soft his 

sentence.
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Continued on Page 46

Dealing With Issues
The time has come. It can’t be put 

off any longer. I need to be thinking 
about the Yamim Nora’im. To be can-
did, I started thinking about the cha-
gim on the fi rst day of August. That’s 
because I generally tend to worry in 
advance. Many years ago, it wasn’t just 
the holidays that gave me anxiety. It 
was also the prospect of buying school 
supplies for my children and shopping 
for clothing and shoes for them and 
for myself.

With the passage of time, I am no 
longer responsible for my youngsters, 
and my kids have been doing all those 
things for their own children for many 
years now. But did I relax? Absolutely 
not! Absolved of that responsibility, I 
refocused. The transition was easy be-
cause I can always fi nd something to 
worry about. I began placing all of my 
mental energy on meal planning and 
grocery shopping. That continued for 
a few years until eventually that too 
was no longer my responsibility be-
cause my girls took over the task of 
hosting yom tov meals. So, once again, 
I refocused.

With more time on my hands, I be-
gan to take extra care with my clothing 

selection. Unfortunately, overall, that 
made little difference in my appear-
ance, because I dress the way I dress 
and I look the way I look. And, with 
the exception of my son, who always 
thinks I look fi ne, none of my chil-
dren ever wholeheartedly approves of 
my choices. But I’m okay with that, be-
cause I’m used to it. Why wouldn’t I 
be? I’ve had years of practice.

One time, when my children were 
teenagers, I dressed for shul and pa-
raded in front of two of my girls, look-
ing for their approval. It was Shavuos 
and I had bought a lovely gray linen 
suit, a blouse, matching shoes, and 
what I thought was a lovely straw hat. 
I remember thinking that I looked like 
a million bucks, so I called my three 
daughters downstairs in a foolish at-
tempt to get a compliment. Only two 
of the girls came down to see what I 
was so psyched about. The third was 
too sleepy to get out of bed. “I’ll see 
you when I get to shul,” she called 
down. Little did I know I’d have been 
better off if they had all wanted to 
stay in bed a little longer.

that’s the 
WAY IT IS
By Hannah Reich Berman
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The minute the two beauties 
clapped eyes on me, I knew I’d made a 
mistake. I waited, but they just stared, 
and I knew the verdict wasn’t go-
ing to be good. What made me think 
I was going to impress my fashion-
able daughters, I don’t know, because 
I should have known better. One of 

them rolled her eyes but kept quiet 
and made a hand motion that indicat-
ed her decision to let her sister speak 
for them both. And that’s exactly 
what happened. The newly appointed 
spokesperson took a deep breath and 
said, “Ma, the color of your hat is okay, 
but the style of it doesn’t work with 
the style of the suit. And speaking of 
the suit, they’re not wearing that kind 
of a collar today, or that kind of sleeve 
either. Your shoes aren’t terrible but 
they’re not ‘today’ because they’re a 
little too pointy.”

I don’t remember adopting these 
kids, but I must have, because I’m not 
sure how any of them could be my bi-

ological offspring, They’re always all 
about “today” and I consider myself 
a success if I can keep up with yes-
terday. After the disastrous review I 
was speechless. Let’s face it, what was 
there to say?

Disappointed, but refusing to show 
it, I pooh-poohed the remarks and pre-
tended that I was thoroughly satisfi ed 
with my look. Then I left the house. 
For the fi rst minute or two I was still 

feeling pretty good—probably because 
I was in shock. But shock has a way of 
wearing off, so, with every step I took, 
I felt less confi dent. And by the time I 
walked through the front door of the 
shul, I was wishing that I was a snake 
so that I could slither in and get to a 
seat as quickly as possible to hunch 
down so that no one would notice me.

Once in my seat, the gal to my right 
said, “Wow, you look great! I love your 
outfi t.” My heart lifted slightly be-
cause she was a nice dresser and I rec-
ognized that she was sincere. So I de-
cided to confi de in her. Without going 
into the gory details, I told her that my 
daughters didn’t approve of my look. 

THAT’S THE WAY IT IS!
Continued from Page 44

And never, ever do they 
like my shoes. But that’s no 
surprise, because I don’t like 

my shoes either.
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“If our community doesn’t 
come out, we could lose our 
voice in state government.  
We can’t let that happen.” 

September 13 Special Election Alert! 
Phil Goldfeder needs your vote

All registered voters can vote in this special election

Election Day – Tues., Sept. 13 Polls open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
For a ride to the polls or to find out where you vote, call 347-766-3674

– Phil Goldfeder

She chuckled and said that she usual-
ly got the same thing from her daugh-
ter. “But,” she said, “I have it easier be-
cause I have only one daughter.” At 
that point my spirits lifted even more, 
and we both laughed.

Not wanting to be left out, the gal to 
my left wanted to know what was so 
funny. So I repeated the conversation. 
I was glad that I did because she made 
us laugh even harder. “If you think 
that’s bad, you should hear how my 
daughter gives an appraisal.” When we 
asked her to explain, she continued, 
“My daughter usually looks at me and, 
unless she thinks I’ve made a hideous 
choice, she says, ‘Ma, it’s okay for you. 
You can get away with wearing that.’ 
How’s that for a left-handed compli-
ment?”

Many years have passed since then, 
but things haven’t changed all that 
much. Of course now that I’m old-
er I don’t get quite the same level of 
criticism. And since I shop alone and 
don’t bring my clothing selections to 
my daughters for approval, I don’t get 
their Rashi commentary until I’m ac-
tually in shul. Now and then one or 
two of my girls might like my suit or 
approve of my hat, but it’s always one 
or the other. No one ever likes both. 
And never, ever do they like my shoes. 
But that’s no surprise, because I don’t 
like my shoes either. I long ago made 
up my mind to sacrifi ce style for com-
fort, and I’ve never been sorry.

As for my total look, if I get one 
good review, I’m satisfi ed—and if I get 
two good reviews, I’m thrilled. I have 
no idea how I would feel if all three 
of my girls gave a positive review, be-
cause that has yet to happen.

These days, what I often hear from 
my kids is exactly what that daughter 
said to her mother so long ago. “Ma, 
it’s okay for you.” I take that to mean 
that what I’m wearing is good enough 
for me because of my age. And I under-
stand that it also means that they’re 
thinking about how they wouldn’t be 
caught dead in my outfi t. I could ask 
them to explain the comment but I 
never do. With age has come wisdom, 
and I’m old enough and wise enough 
to know that I don’t want to hear the 
explanation. I already know that it 
won’t make me happy.

Clothing isn’t the only issue I deal 
with. The timing of the holidays is 
rarely to my liking. I’m unhappy when 
Rosh Hashanah is in early September 
because it’s too hot. But I’m also not 
happy when Rosh Hashanah arrives 
in late September, because, while that 
means that I won’t be shvitzing under 
my hat by the time I get into shul, it 
also means that Sukkos will arrive at 
the end of October. And I’m not crazy 
about that either, because I don’t like 
eating in the sukkah while wearing a 
heavy jacket. There was once a time 
when I assumed that a late Sukkos 
meant there would be no bees in the 
sukkah. But I was wrong about that. 
Bees don’t have calendars. So, when-
ever we celebrate Sukkos, they will be 
likely to join us.

It’s tough having so many issues! 

Hannah Berman lives in Woodmere and is 
a licensed real-estate broker associated with 
Marjorie Hausman Realty. She can be reached 
at Savtahannah@aol.com or 516-902-3733.
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Leadership Without Teleprompters
From The Other Side Of The Bench

B Y  D A V I D  J .  S E I D E M A N N , 
E S Q .

It’s very popular in Spain. It’s called 
the running of the bulls. Wild bulls are 
let loose and they chase participants 
through the streets. The objective? To 
arrive home for dinner as opposed to 
being eaten for dinner. I believe it’s ei-
ther Arizona or Oklahoma which will 
imitate Spain in a few weeks’ time and 
let wild bulls run the streets of the town 
that heretofore reserved such space for 
automobiles.

For those of you that can’t wait, turn 
on the television this Thursday evening 
at 7:00 p.m. Trust me, the bull will be 
running fast and furious. No, I haven’t 
seen an advance copy of Mr. Obama’s 
speech. I don’t have to. I know what he 
is going to say. Mark my word. He will 
begin by saying that he inherited this 
mess; that it was worse than he expect-
ed; that his plan is the only plan that 

works (it hasn’t); and that he is calling 
upon the Republicans to put country 
ahead of politics and “put Americans 
back to work.”

There, now you don’t have to watch 
it either. The president originally sched-
uled the speech for Wednesday night, 
but it confl icted with the Republican 

debate. He knew the debate was that 
night and if he expects us to believe 
that he didn’t know, then he really is 
clueless. How can he solve the econom-
ic crisis if he can’t read TV Guide?

So, after pressure from the Repub-
licans, Obama moved his speech to 
Thursday night. Now follow me on this 
one. He didn’t know that the Republi-
cans were having their presidential de-

bate on Wednesday night but he knew 
that the NFL was kicking off its 2011 
season on Thursday night? You see he 
claims that he scheduled his speech 
for 7:00 on Thursday so that the nation 
could watch the game, which kicks off 
at 8:30.

Conclusion? Obama believes more 

people should be watching football 
than become involved in the political 
process.

So here is my schedule: On Wednes-
day evening, I will watch the Republi-
cans debate. Thursday at 7:00 p.m., I will 
barbecue some hot dogs, put up some 
french fries, and prepare for the game, 
which should end around midnight. At 
midnight, I will check my e-mails and 

respond to the hundreds of posts that 
say, “How did Seidemann know what 
Obama was going to say?’’

The Talmud, in the tractate of Sanhe-
drin, states that while every Jew has a 
mitzvah to write a sefer Torah to be kept 
in his home, a king must write two such 
scrolls. One is to remain in his home 
and the other is to accompany the king 
wherever he goes. The commentaries 
explain that being the leader can cause 
one’s head to swell to the point where 
all reason and rationality is lost. To 
combat this, to bring a leader back to 
earth, the king must always have a To-
rah scroll within arm’s reach so that he 
can be humbled by its contents.

It is that lack of arrogance, that de-
gree of humility, which allows a lead-
er to correct course when he sees that 
“plan A” is not working. It is that lack of 
arrogance, that degree of humility, that 
allows a leader, or anyone for that mat-
ter, to leave a legacy that he or she can 
be proud of.

When we speak of legacy, we can’t 
help but think of the great Soloveitchik 
dynasty beginning with the Beis HaLe-
vi, Rabbi Yosef Dov of Brisk. He was fol-
lowed by his son Reb Chaim of Brisk, 
born in Volozhin in 1853. Reb Chaim be-
got Reb Moshe, who was the father of 
“The Rav,” Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, 
who headed Yeshiva University for so 
many glorious years and whose pro-
found impact is felt worldwide. And 
Reb Chaim Brisker, as he was known, 
also fathered Rav Yitzchok, who was 
known as the Griz, the Brisker Rav.

Once, when the Brisker Rav was in 
Switzerland for medical treatments, his 
companion noticed that a certain indi-
vidual would stare at the Brisker Rav 
whenever the Rav would be in the neigh-
borhood. The “observer” would attempt 
to remain hidden himself, satisfi ed just 
to gain a glimpse of the great gaon. Af-
ter a few days, the observer approached 
the Rav’s companion and asked if he 
could take a picture of the Brisker Rav. 
The observer was asked if he knew who 
the man was that he wanted to photo-
graph. “No,” replied the would-be-pho-
tographer, who happened not even to 
be Jewish. “But I can tell by the way he 
looks and carries himself that he must 
be a leader, and I want a photo of him.”

The Brisker Rav and all those that 
preceded him and followed him in the 
Brisker dynasty knew what it meant to 
be a leader. More important, they knew 
how to create greatness in others.

The Brisker Rav was once asked by a 
young man to give a blessing to his son 
on the boy’s third birthday. “Undoubt-
edly you want a blessing that your son 
will become a Torah scholar and one 
who fears heaven. Know that it is not 
my blessing that will accomplish either 
of those. To the extent that you, the fa-
ther, learn with your son, that will de-
termine how much of a scholar he will 
become. And as for one who fears heav-
en, that will depend on how many tears 
his mother spills in his behalf.”

Whom should our children emulate? 
You don’t have to watch the speech to 
fi nd out. 

David Seidemann is a partner with the law 
fi rm of Seidemann and Mermelstein and serves 
as a professor of business law at Touro College. 
He can be reached at 718-692-1013 or ds@
lawoffi cesm.com.

 “I can tell by the way he looks and carries himself that 

he must be a leader, and I want a photo of him.”
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Yoeli’s

Sukkos in Yerushalayim
5772

#1
Choice

Yoeli Doppelt
          yoeliscatering@gmail.com

972 52 766 1885
1718 689 1870
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For The Greater Good: A Conversation With Arthur M. Katz
B Y  R O C H E L L E  M A R U C H 
M I L L E R

Rabbi Tuvia Teldon has known Arthur 
M. Katz for 25 years and describes him 
as an exemplary role model. “Arthur is 
a very active and outstanding individ-
ual who has been a lifesaver for us at 
the Jewish Academy of Suffolk Coun-

ty,” Rabbi Teldon told the 5TJT. “I ap-
proached him in 2009 and told him 
I needed help in forming a board. He 
jumped in and gave it immediate credi-
bility which made it much easier to at-
tract quality people. He has been com-
pletely dedicated to the success of the 
Jewish Academy ever since. He believes 
that a good solid day school is integral 
to a Jewish community. Without Arthur, 
who knows where the school would 
be today. He is hardworking, sincere, 
not into it for the ego, and very down 
to earth. There is a real need for more 
people to serve in lay leadership posi-
tions on Long Island. Arthur is an exam-
ple of how much a person can accom-
plish, and I’m confi dent he has lots of 
nachas in his life as a result of these ac-
complishments.”

“Arthur has been involved with the 
UJA for many years,” said Rina Shkol-
nik, director of the JCC of the Greater 
Five Towns. He is very connected to the 
Jewish community; it’s in his heart. He 
wants to see everyone coming together. 
I have had the pleasure of knowing Ar-

thur for 16 years; he’s an extraordinary, 
giving person who is very involved in a 
leadership capacity in all aspects of Jew-
ish communal life.” Mr. Katz was past 
chairperson of the Long Island Cabinet 
of UJA-Federation of New York and has 
served as chairman of many UJA com-
mittees. He was chair of the Long Is-
land Program Services Cabinet serving 
immediately after Seymour Rudorfer. 
Arthur is a past member of UJA-Federa-
tion’s board of directors.

Mr. Katz has been involved in Jew-
ish communal work since 1968, when 
he was instrumental in organizing the 
Long Island Committee for Soviet Jew-
ry. He also served as the director of the 
Salute to Israel Parade on Fifth Avenue 
and Israel Folk Dance Festival at Avery 
Fisher Hall in 1974.

Arthur M. Katz is president of Knock-
out Pest Control in Uniondale, which 
he founded in 1975 and which serves 
the New York metropolitan area. Mr. 
Katz is a founding member of LIREG 
(the Long Island Real Estate Group). LI-
REG was formed in 2004 to encourage 

networking among Long Island real-es-
tate developers, owners, and the allied 
trades, and to raise funds for charitable 
real-estate projects on Long Island. In 
January 2007, Mr. Katz organized with 
partner Gary Shapiro the Jewish Adviso-
ry Network for Security on Long Island. 
JANSLI’s goals include the creation of 
a homeland communications network 
for the Long Island Jewish community.

In an exclusive interview with the 
Five Towns Jewish Times, Mr. Katz dis-
cussed his inspiration for communal ac-
tivism, the importance of “stepping up 
to the plate” and making a difference, 
the role of the Jewish day school, and 
ensuring our community’s security.

R.M.M.: As an undergraduate student 
at Hofstra University, you were inspired 
by Rabbi Laibel Wolf, the Hillel direc-
tor, to become a community activist. [In 
1992–94 Mr. Katz served as the chairman 
of the board of Hofstra Hillel.] How did 
it all begin? What organizations were 
you involved with at that time?

A.K.: Weeks after beginning my stud-
ies at Hofstra, a student hung a Nazi fl ag 
from his dorm room. Working with Rab-
bi Wolf, other students, and a pro bono 
attorney we were able to have the stu-
dent leave the college. During this time 
I was involved with the Student Strug-
gle for Soviet Jewry.

R.M.M.: Have any other individuals 
inspired you to become a community 
leader?

A.K.: Percy Abrams, the former execu-
tive of the former United Jewish Y’s of 
Long Island. Percy was my mentor as I 
entered Jewish communal service. [Dur-
ing 1990–1993, Mr. Katz served as presi-
dent of United Jewish Y’s of Long Island 
and has served as its chairman of the 
board as well as chairman of the Jewish 
Arts Festival.]

R.M.M.: Without exception, everyone 
I have spoken to—Rabbi Tuvia Teldon, 
Arnie Preminger, Rina Shkolnik, and Stu 
Tauber—has described your sense of in-
tegrity, your love and concern for the 
Jewish community, as well as your ex-
emplary leadership ability. What moti-
vates you to “step up to the plate”?

A.K.: My maternal grandfather, a suc-
cessful businessman in the early 20th 
century, told numerous stories of how 
he was involved in rescuing relatives 
from Europe prior to and during the 
Second World War. He taught me one 
person can make a difference through 
their actions.

In addition, my involvement in the 
United Synagogue Youth movement re-
inforced family lessons of how one per-
son can really make a difference. I at-
tended many USY national and regional 
conventions where workshops dealt 
with Jewish survival and the obligation 
of mitzvos.

R.M.M.: Which organizations are dear 
to your heart and why?

A.K.: There are many very worthwhile 
charitable organizations. UJA-Feder-
ation, however, is the one organiza-
tion that really takes care of the world-
wide Jewish community. UJA takes care 
of those who do not even know how 
to ask. I am confi dent that UJA has 
touched the lives of every one of the 
readers’ families at one time or another.

Continued on Page 55
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COME HOME TO
YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2011 | 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
WILF CAMPUS |  500 WEST 185TH STREET |  NEW YORK 

*Dedicated by Michelle and Daniel Berman in memory of Erwin Eisenberg, k”z rxht ‘r ic van.

Registration through September 18; sign up by August 31 for early-bird pricing.  
visit www.yu.edu/homecoming2011, e-mail homecoming2011@yu.edu or call 212.960.5373.

Sponsored by El Al Israel Airlines and Coca-Cola

Special Homecoming Arbesfeld 
Kollel and Midreshet Yom  
Rishon* featuring Rabbi  
Dr. Jacob J. Schacter and  
Professor Smadar Rosensweig

Alumni College Classes facilitated 
by esteemed and beloved faculty

YU Block Party with carnival rides 
for kids, games and food

Town Hall with President  
Richard M. Joel

Live entertainment featuring  
The Maccabeats, Blue Fringe  
and Y-Studs

Chavruta Learning for  
both men and women 

Sports Clinics led by YU  
student athletes and staff 

Student Organization  
Fair and Reunions 

SCHEDULE FOR THE DAY
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PRE-ROSH HASHANAH 
MENSWEAR & SUIT SALE 

for Men & Boys!

Super 120 Designer Mens 
Wool Suit 36–52 R, S, L . . . . . . . . . . .$150
Cotton blend shirts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10
100% cotton shirts 14.5–18  . . . . . . . $25
Woven Silk Ties  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15
Wool / Cashmere Blend Coats . . . . . $99
Famous Maker Leather Shoes 8-13  . . $55
Boys 100% wool suits 8–20 . . . . . . . . $75
There will also be for sale: boys cotton blend shirts, 
boys cotton shirts and boys ties.

Motza’ei Shabbos, Sept. 17th
9pm-1am

Sunday, Sept. 18th
10am-10pm

Motza’ei Shabbos, Sept. 24th
9pm-12:30am

Sunday, Sept. 25th
10am-10pm

For information please call 

718-261-2452

J&Z Couture
69-66 Main St. (1 block off Jewel Ave.)

Partial proceeds to benefit the Rabbinical Seminary 
of America / Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim

Call Us At: 718-891-8100 or 516-791-0100
For All Your Catering Needs

MANHATTAN BEACH JEWISH CENTER
CONGREGATION OHR TORAH

YOUR SPECIAL
$4995*

New Star Caterers

SPECIAL
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Continued on Page 54

A Vacation From Vacation
“Why school tomorrow?” Yussie 

asked for the 15th time yesterday.
“Because your school starts on Tues-

day. Remember, you are starting a new 
school. You are now 11 and you will be 
in middle school!”

“Lockers?”
For some reason, Yosef connects mid-

dle school with lockers. I don’t know 
why. I hope that if he doesn’t have one 
at this new school, he won’t be disap-
pointed.

It seems like we have been on vaca-
tion for quite some time now. Yosef’s 
last day of camp was August 24, and we 
have been on the go ever since. On that 
last day of camp, Yussie, Lenny, Rochel, 
and I left to escort our eldest daughter 
back to Binghamton University.

Last year we discovered a lovely place 
in the Poconos—Fernwood Resort—
that is at the midpoint between here 
and Binghamton, which makes the trip 
home more palatable. Last year we just 
stayed for one night, on the way home. 
This year we decided to stay for two 
nights. This way we didn’t have to travel 
too long in either direction, and our el-
dest daughter was able to enjoy the ho-
tel amenities with us for the fi rst night 
of our trip.

Our accommodations served us well. 
Fernwood has hotel rooms and little 
villas available. We were housed in a 
two-bedroom villa that had three bath-
rooms, a full kitchen, and a living room 
and dining room—a lovely way to get 
away from home! There are pools in ev-
ery “community,” and the pool in ours 
was a walking distance from our villa. 
In addition, there was a full arcade in 
the hotel. As long as there is a pool and 
an arcade, Yussie is truly happy!

After depositing our college senior 
(I still can’t believe that) in her dorm/
apartment, we were happy to return to 
our Fernwood home-away-from-home. 
On the actual “home front” we were as-
sured that Naftali, Rivka, and Lea were 
keeping the house safe and sound. We 
have gotten so spoiled by our in-house 
babysitters, and with Naftali getting 
married soon and Rivka going away to 
college, we will have to learn a whole 
new way of living. Rochel pointed out 
that she will be the only in-house baby-
sitter available!

Thanks to Rivka, we returned home 
Friday afternoon to the smell of fresh-
baked challah and a house that was 
all prepared for Shabbos. Of course we 
didn’t have too much time to be at ease, 

since we were being warned that a hur-
ricane was coming. On Friday night we 
heard Ed Mangano’s voice on the an-
swering machine telling us all that he 
was announcing a “mandatory evac-
uation” of all homes south of Sunrise 
Highway. That included us! But it was 
Shabbos and we weren’t going any-
where. My brother and his family were 
in for a couple of weeks from Israel, so I 
was assured that my folks had company 
through the storm. What an interesting 
time for them to visit!

And so we braced ourselves for the 
storm. Before Shabbos we made sure 
that we fi lled a pail with water and that 
we had enough bottled water just in 
case. Flashlights were available through-
out the house if needed. On Shabbos af-
ternoon, at an early Minchah minyan
(organized for this very special pre-hur-
ricane time period), the rabbi reassured 
everyone that with Hashem’s help we 
would be okay and reported that the 
mayor of Cedarhurst himself was not 
leaving his house.

The winds howled and we feared that 
we would lose power. More important-
ly, we were worried about the big tree 
in our backyard that swayed ominously 
in the wind. Thank G-d, Sunday morn-
ing came, and at least in our own back-
yard only a few downed branches and 
leaves were left by Irene. The electrici-
ty was still on and all our family mem-
bers in the metropolitan area were fi ne. 
Rivka’s move-in to Stern College was de-
layed from Sunday to Monday, which 
gave us all an extra day of assisting Riv-
ka with packing and, more important-
ly, bonding time before her offi cial 

move out of the house. Another bonus 
of Irene was the extra time it afforded 
us with my brother and his family (their 
fl ight back to Israel that Sunday was ob-
viously delayed). Sunday was spent to-
gether bowling at Woodmere Lanes, en-
joying each other’s company.

Monday’s move into Stern went 
smoothly, although the delay in the 
date required me to drive into the city 
myself. As my readers know, I have ex-
panded my driving ability over the past 
few years with my solo driving trips to 
Binghamton, etc. But a drive into Man-
hattan is not on the top of my wish list. 
Somehow, with Rivka as my navigator, I 
got us to Stern in one piece!

Tuesday morning, we were already 
gearing up to go on the road yet again, 
this time with Lenny, Rochel, Lea, and 
Yussie to Lake George. We had planned 
this trip all summer, and we were ready. 
We had made reservations at the Coun-
try Inn and Suites in Queensbury, New 
York—right next door to The Great Es-
cape amusement park. For the past two 
summers we have visited Dorney Park 
and this summer we were ready for a 
change. In addition, this summer Len-
ny was available to join us on our trip.

Fortunately we were going to the 
area on Tuesday—after the bulk of the 
effects of Irene were behind us. This 
particular hotel and most of the Lake 
George area had no power from Sunday 
until Monday afternoon. A Tuesday ar-
rival was perfect.

The website for the Country Inn and 
Suites did not do it justice. Our one-

Another Mother’s 
Musings
By Phyllis J. Lubin
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bedroom suite was beautiful. There was 
enough space for all of us, and a beauti-
ful indoor and outdoor pool. Breakfast 
comes with every reservation and there 
was more than enough fresh fruit and 
Kellogg’s cereals to satisfy our morning 
needs.

Being right next door to The Great Es-
cape was terrifi c since we saved on the 
parking fee at the park, while getting a 
little exercise in at the same time. We 
were able to see both the beautiful out-
door pool and the excitement of the 
rides at the park right from our hotel 
window.

We arrived at the hotel on Tuesday af-
ternoon and immediately were able to 
jump into the warm indoor pool. My 
back had been bothering me that morn-
ing, so a dip in the hot tub was just 
what the doctor ordered! The big news 
of our foray into Lake George was that 
Yussie has demonstrated that he actual-
ly knows how to swim independently.

Last summer he mastered becom-
ing more comfortable in the water, and 
would even swim down to the bottom 
of nine feet of water as long as some-
one was holding his hand in the pro-
cess. This summer we were trying to 
get him to explore the water on his 
own. This is something he had been se-
riously working on this past summer 
with his amazing swim instructor, Don-
ny Aharon, at Hillel Day Camp. When I 
came a couple of days before the end 
of the summer to visit the Hillel water-
front, I witnessed him swimming inde-

pendently when Donny Aharon 
would let go of him in the wa-
ter. This adventure at the Coun-
try Inn and Suites was just the 
venue for him to have the con-
fi dence to swim totally on his 
own with almost no prompting. 
The indoor pool was only three 
feet at the shallow end and only 
went to a total depth of four feet 
at the deep end. The warmth of 
the pool, added to the fact that 
the pool was not overly huge, fi -
nally gave Yussie the confi dence 
to swim away from the wall all 
on his own. Hurray for Yussie!

Wednesday morning, after our nu-
tritious breakfast of Cheerios and milk 
and fresh fruit, we ventured over to 
the amusement park. We were so hap-
py that at this park there was a pass 
available to those riding with Yosef (or 
any child with a disability) to “go to the 
head of the line.” Waiting for anything 
continues to be a diffi cult thing for 
Yussie. We are trying to teach him good 
waiting skills, but when it comes to en-
joying an amusement park, not waiting 
is always better than waiting! In addi-
tion, we felt more confi dent when the 
park provided us with identity brace-
lets for both Yussie and Lea in the un-
likely event that they would wander off 
and be found by the park security. For-
tunately this is not a safety feature that 
we needed on this trip—but better safe 
than sorry.

We all had fun on the various rides (I 
must admit that I am more of an observ-
er when it comes to amusement park 
rides, but even I managed to go on a few) 

and getting refreshed in the water park, 
which is included with the park admis-
sion. Upon our return from The Great 
Escape we again enjoyed some fun in 
both the indoor pool and the outdoor 
pool at our hotel. That night Rochel and 
I managed to get some outlet shopping 
in, and Rochel, Lea, and Yussie all have 
a cozy Gap sweatshirt to brave the cool 
fall evenings coming up!

Thursday morning, after another sat-
isfying breakfast, we ventured into the 
town of Lake George and had a relax-
ing voyage on the steamboat called the 
Minne-Ha-Ha. After our boat excursion, 
we enjoyed our breakfast in a beautiful 
park overlooking the lake. Of course no 
vacation would be complete without a 
trip to some souvenir shops as well as 
an arcade. With our Lake George T-shirts 
in hand, we returned to our hotel to en-
joy our dinner of Wok Tov Chinese food 
conveniently double wrapped to heat 
up in our in-room microwave. After our 
fun-fi lled few days in Lake George we 
opted to relax and take in some much 

needed TV-watching on our last eve-
ning away.

Friday morning I gave in our Shab-
bos “food order” to my mom, Esther 
Davidson, who promptly satisfi ed 
our culinary requests, and we were 
assured that no matter what time we 
returned, it would be ready for Shab-
bos. Throughout our entire stay in 
the Lake George area, Lenny man-
aged to join the Lake George min-
yan run by the Saratoga Chabad on 
Bloody Pond Road. He had the honor 
of pesichah one morning, and even 
blew the shofar on Friday morning. 

It was surely comforting for him not to 
miss his morning minyan experience 
even while out in Lake George.

And so Yosef started school today. He 
has started a new school (South Side 
Middle School in Rockville Centre) and 
we hope that he has great success in his 
new locale. It’s surely an exciting year: 
our eldest daughter has started her se-
nior year of college; Rivka has started 
her fi rst year of college and is meeting 
many nice young ladies from all over the 
country; Rochel is due to start eleventh 
grade and Lea fourth grade on Thursday; 
and Naftali and Nina are due to be wed-
ded on November 23. Today, I am getting 
over to the offi ce for a bit. It’s time to get 
back to the “real world” which actually, 
with the kids all back in school, will be 
a bit of a vacation from my vacation! 

Phyllis Joy Lubin is an attorney with Rosenfeld 
& Maidenbaum, LLP, who resides in Cedarhurst 
with her husband Leonard and six children: 
Naftali, Shoshana, Rivka, Rochel, Yosef, 
and Lea. She welcomes your questions and 
comments at MothersMusings@gmail.com.

MOTHER’S MUSINGS
Continued from Page 53
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R.M.M.: What inspired you to become 
involved with JINSA? Why is it vital to 
our community? [In August 2001, Mr. 
Katz was appointed vice-chairman of 
Long Island Division for the Jewish In-
stitute for National Security Affairs.]

A.K.: I became involved in JINSA in 
early 2001. JINSA is the only Jewish or-
ganization that interfaces with the 
United States military. JINSA educates 
former military offi cers and cadets on 
the importance of the relationship be-
tween the United States and Israel. JIN-
SA’s trips to Israel do much of the same 
as UJA missions in education from a 
personal experience.

R.M.M.: What is the Jewish day 
school’s role in ensuring the future of 
the Jewish community?

A.K.: The Communal Jewish Day 
School (the Jewish Academy) provides 
our children with a complete immer-
sion into Jewish life in a way that would 
be impossible any other way. Many of 
our students come from families that 
are non-observant and therefore have 
no other way of learning Jewish values 
or Torah.

R.M.M.: What are the major problems 
facing the Jewish community?

A.K.: Jews have a false sense of securi-
ty living in the United States. In virtual-
ly every other country of the world with 
the exception of Israel, Jews are at best 
not welcome. At its worst is the threat 
from Iran that calls for Jewish destruc-
tion.

R.M.M.: What is the most rewarding 

aspect of your communal involvement?
A.K.: My family has been blessed with 

the resources to be able to help oth-
ers, and in sharing those resources, hav-
ing the knowledge that we have had a 
positive impact on the lives of those in 
need.

R.M.M.: What challenges have you 
faced as a community leader?

A.K.: I have grown up in the “me” gen-
eration. I would like to see those who 
could take a leadership role step up to 
the plate and do and give what they can. 
But, do something for the community.

R.M.M.: With Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur fast approaching, what 
message would you like to convey to 
our readers?

A.K.: Someone once asked me how 
would I like to be remembered by my 
grandchildren. I would like each per-
son to act each day as if it was their last. 
Tell your family members how you feel 
about them and do an act of kindness 
for someone you do not know. 

Arthur M. Katz
Continued from Page 50
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When we emulate Hashem’s ways by 
lavishing care upon our fellow man, we 
walk in the footprints of Hashem that 

have been cast upon this world.

9/11 DAY OF SERVICE
As part of the 9/11 National Day of 
Service, Yeshiva University invites 
all Arbesfeld Kollel & Midreshet Yom 
Rishon attendees to participate in a 
food drive. The JCC of Washington 
Heights’ food pantry serves an average 
of 300 households each week! On 
September 11, please bring unopened, 
non ‘junk’ food, bearing a reliable kosher 
symbol for the food pantry.

RABBI YONA REISS
The Max and Marion Grill Dean, Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological Seminary

RABBI MORDECHAI WILLIG
Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary

MS. ANAT BARBER
Planning Executive, Commission on the Jewish 
People at UJA-Federation of New York and former 
shomeret at Ground Zero

Moderator: RABBI KENNETH BRANDER
The David Mitzner Dean, Center for the Jewish Future

The Abraham Arbesfeld Kollel Yom Rishon Sunday Morning Learning Program for Men www.kollelyomrishon.org
The Millie Arbesfeld Midreshet Yom Rishon Sunday Morning Learning Program for Women www.midreshetyomrishon.org

Rabbi Yona Reiss
Rabbi Mordechai Willig

Yeshiva University’s Center for the Jewish Future – Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 

The Profound Impact of 
September 11 on Jewish Life 

Acts Of Kindness Initiative, 
Week 3: Small Favors
B Y  R A B B I  T Z V I  F L A U M

Olam Chesed Yibaneh

“Ki amarti olam chesed yibaneh . . .” (Te-
hillim 89:3). Chazal tell us that the Ribbo-
no shel Olam created the world with His 
middah of chesed. What is the meaning 
of chesed? What is the signifi cance of this 
Divine attribute of Hashem as it relates 
to human beings throughout the world? 
The answer to this is found in many mi-
drashei Chazal that have been explained 
and interpreted by the Chofetz Chaim 
and other gedolei ba’alei mussar through-
out the ages.

They point out that when Hashem cre-
ated mankind, he gave them a “tzelem
Elokim.” This tzelem Elokim represents 
the essence of Hashem contained in ev-
ery human being. It is this tzelem Elo-
kim that separates mankind from the rest 
of creation. Chazal tell us that the attri-
bute of chesed—kindness is the vehicle 
through which a human being express-
es the Divine essence of Hashem in this 
world. When a human being performs an 
act of chesed, he is not just being nice; he 
is in fact fulfi lling the purpose for which 
he was created.

The Torah commands us to emu-
late Hashem, in the pasuk of “Halach-
ta B’drachav.” When we consider Hash-
em’s constant, limitless, perpetual acts of 
chesed, we come to understand why do-
ing chesed is a fulfi llment of this Torah di-
rective.

Hashem’s existence is expressed 

through the constant care he lavishes 
upon his creations. That is how we dis-
cern Hashem’s Divine nature. When we 
emulate Hashem’s ways by lavishing care 
upon our fellow man, we walk in the 
footprints of Hashem that have been cast 
upon this world.

Hashem created a world that is full of 
opportunities to do chesed. The fact of 

the matter is that each human being has 
needs that cannot be fulfi lled without 
the help of others. Even the richest per-
son must depend upon others for his ba-
sic necessities. Without the farmer, with-
out a trucker, without a grocer, without 
a butcher, we would not be able to eat. 
Without doctors, nurses, pharmacists, 
and other health professionals, we would 
not be able to recover from illness. With-
out the plumber, the electrician, and the 
carpenter, one’s home would fall into dis-
repair. If you think about it for a min-
ute, Hashem could have easily created a 
world of self-suffi cient people. Instead, 
however, he created each of us with vari-

ous gaps and defi ciencies in our abilities. 
Why did he do so? To ensure that man-
kind would be woven together in a fabric 
of chesed, formed by countless interlock-
ing threads of human need and generosi-
ty. To this Divine design, every day of life 
presents a vast array of opportunities to 
use the G-dliness within ourselves.

Mankind requires chesed to keep us all 
vital and expressive of G-d’s Divine will. 
The ba’alei mussar point out that when a 
wealthy person encounters a poor man 
who needs his help, his perception is that 

the poor man is the taker and that he is 
the giver. He really feels and believes that 
the poor man needs him. The fact of the 
matter is that the real benefi ciary is the 
wealthy man, for he has been given an 
opportunity to live up to his potential as 
a G-dly being. In reality, the poor man is 
the giver and the wealthy man is the tak-
er.

How do we transform every day of our 
lives into a time of chesed? One might 
think it is necessary to fi nd the poor, the 
hungry, or the ill in order to activate this 
Divine attribute of chesed within our-
selves. In reality, however, the opportu-
nities of chesed surround us every day. 

Opening the door for a person encum-
bered by bundles is a chesed. Loaning a 
neighbor a few dollars is a chesed. Lend-
ing a lawn mower, giving a ride, or offer-
ing advice or a few encouraging words to 
an individual who needs them are every-
day acts of chesed that can help raise us to 
the level of G-dliness.

Our Chazal teach us that acts of chesed
are, in fact, the physical manifestation of 
the mitzvah of ahavas Yisrael—loving our 
fellow man. These acts are what trans-
form lip service concern for others’ wel-
fare into real, tangible concern. When 
one analyzes the Torah’s mitzvah of lov-
ing a fellow like you love yourself, it may 
initially seem like an impossible demand. 
Every human being knows that it is al-
most impossible to force yourself to feel 
love for other human beings. Rav Dessler, 
however, explains that giving to others is, 
in fact, the very basis of love. Therefore, 
performing acts of chesed allow us to 
fulfi ll the mitzvah of ahavas Yisrael and 
ahavas haberiyos. The more one invests 
one’s self in another person, the more he 
comes to love that person. The ultimate 
example of this is the parent/child rela-
tionship. No relationship calls for a high-
er level of giving and no love is purer than 
that of a parent to a child.

As a person continues to perform acts 
of chesed, he gradually strengthens his ca-
pacity for love. He learns to look outward 
towards the rest of the world, rather than 
inward in self-absorption. He becomes 
more aware and seeks ways to respond 
through love to the needs and necessities 
of others.

In summary, we therefore see that acts 
of chesed express true ahavas Yisrael and 
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ahavas haberiyos and strengthens these 
emotions in one’s entire being and in 
one’s heart.

To emphasize the importance of chesed, 
Chazal tell us that Avraham and Sar-
ah were chosen to become the progeni-
tors of the Jewish people because of their 
performance and perfection in the daily 
practice of chesed. During their lifetime, 
they sanctifi ed the name of Hashem ev-
ery day with their ohel of chesed, helping 
the other members of society with acts of 
chesed. Because of this they were chosen 
by Hashem to become the spiritual lead-
ers of the entire world.
K’lal Yisrael are mandated to emulate 

the deeds of our forefathers; “Ma’asei avos 
siman l’banim.” The Rambam emphasiz-
es that one of the most important attri-
butes of our forefathers that we, the Jews, 
have to emulate is the attribute of tzeda-
kah and chesed. There is a midrash that re-
cords a famous discussion that took place 
between Hashem and Avraham concern-
ing the end of days. Hashem pointed out 
to Avraham that there will be many up-
heavals taking place in the world that 
will potentially jeopardize the contin-
ued existence of the Jewish people. Hash-
em said to Avraham that the way to guar-
antee the eternity of the Jewish people 
and to maintain the spiritual leadership 
of K’lal Yisrael, is to intensify our acts of 
chesed and charity and likewise intensi-
fy our study of Torah. He also tells Avra-
ham that the eternal signature of K’lal Yis-
rael is the Divine attribute of chesed, and 
in fact, this Divine attribute, when per-
formed properly, with the proper kava-
nah, doing it l’sheim Shamayim, will give 
us spiritual strength and stamina to be 

able to continue our spiritual mission as 
the Am HaNivchar—the chosen people 
until the ultimate redemption of Yemos 
HaMashiach.

We therefore see that just as the world 
was created with chesed, the ultimate re-
demption will be realized through the 
middah of chesed.
Baruch Hashem, we, who are zocheh 

to live in the Five Towns community, are 
able to see the power of chesed that is 
performed by our community every day. 
There is no question that the shefa bera-
chah that we see taking place in our com-
munity is the result of the dynamism of 
our Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim.

I would like to take this opportunity, as 
chairman of the Vaad HaRabbonim of Far 
Rockaway and Lawrence, to give my to-
tal support and chizuk to the AOK chesed 
project that has recently been initiated 
in our community in honor of Rosh Ch-
odesh Elul. The n’shei chayil of our com-
munity, who initiated this project, should 
be praised for this very thoughtful and 
spiritually powerful program of activities, 
whose purpose is to enhance ahavas Yis-
rael by doing kind acts in our communi-
ty, every day.

Let us hope and pray that the spiritu-
al activities of K’lal Yisrael, throughout 
the world, will create a corporate z’chus 
in Shamayim that will allow us to ulti-
mately experience, this coming year, the 
coming of the Mashiach, the ultimate re-
demption of Eretz Yisrael, and the ingath-
ering of K’lal Yisrael to our dear, beloved 
Jewish Homeland.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish our whole community a kesivah 
and chasimah tovah. 
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AOK Success Stories
Kindness to ponder. What do we have 

to lose by being the fi rst to smile or say 
hello to someone? Why is it so hard for 
us?

Today was all about smiling fi rst, and 
here’s my AOK experience:

Mornings are rough for me. I’m usual-
ly tired and all I want is my coffee and 
the paper. This morning I made an effort 
to greet my kids with a cheerful “good 
morning” and in turn they responded, 
looking a bit surprised and even excit-
ed, as if something fun is going to hap-
pen today.

I often forget to smile at the woman 
whom I should smile the most to, my 
housekeeper. She works so hard helping 
me run my household, and I often take 
it for granted. I gave her a pleasant “good 
morning” too, (when I usually just nod 
and head for my paper) and I honest-
ly felt like she tried extra hard to make 
me happy today. She even surprised me 
by folding all my clothes and jumped to 
loan me cash when I didn’t have a tip for 
the delivery guy.

No better place to test this smile ex-
periment out in public than at Gourmet 
Glatt, where you are guaranteed to run 
into everyone you know. For some rea-
son, maybe it was the beautiful weather, 
maybe it was the AOK effect, everyone 
seemed especially happy today. It could 
have been because I made a conscious 
effort to smile at everyone I knew, but 
where the smile power really came in 
handy was when I needed to have my 
cart delivered and had no time to wait 
on line. Gourmet has a great service 
for $5 where you shop and they check 
you out. When I approached custom-
er service, the woman behind the coun-
ter looked frazzled. I made a conscious 
effort to give her a big smile, say good 
morning, and ask her if I could leave 
my cart. Her reaction was priceless. She 
went from seeming stressed to doing 
whatever she could to be more helpful. 
It felt good to brighten her day, even if it 
was just for that moment.

The rest of the day I just found that 
by smiling at people, people suddenly 

seemed friendlier, complimentary, and 
warm. The world felt brighter and in 
turn my mood was brighter.

So all in all it was a great day 1! To-
morrow we are supposed to smile at 
someone we normally do not greet. Till 
then . . .

MW, Woodmere

My AOK moment of the day: After 
Shacharis, I introduced myself to a guy 
who I see in shul all the time, but nev-
er knew his name. He seemed genuinely 
happy that I took the initiative to intro-
duce myself. Before hearing about AOK, 
I probably still wouldn’t have done so. 
However, if we are going to do AOK in 
the Five Towns/Far Rockaway communi-
ty, then we need to be proactive in mak-
ing people feel comfortable and wel-
come in the community (among other 
things).

AB, Cedarhurst

The music was audible from the park-
ing lot. I heard the familiar melody 
and immediately felt the smile spread 
across my face. This wasn’t just anoth-

er wedding to attend, this was a wed-
ding we had waited years for. The last 
of our classmates was fi nally getting 
married, a simcha shared by our entire 
grade. I knew many of my former class-
mates had made every arrangement pos-
sible to make it this evening. This was 
a double simcha—a momentous wed-
ding as well as a class reunion. I hadn’t 
seen some of my friends and classmates 
in over 10 years and my curiosity was 
piqued. Where had life taken them, how 
many children did they have, and what 
were they up to? But back in my mind 
I was also wondering if Malka would 
be there. I don’t really know why Mal-
ka and I didn’t get along. There wasn’t 
a single moment or event that caused 
the friction between us, but somehow 
it was there and we got through junior 
high and high school avoiding each oth-
er. Most of our friends were aware of the 
situation and did their best to cautious-
ly navigate between us. We graduated, 
went to different seminaries, moved to 
different communities, and stayed out 
of each other’s lives. Walking into the 
wedding hall I scanned the crowd to see 
familiar faces, hoping the years hadn’t 
taken their toll and silently praying that 
I haven’t changed a bit since graduation. 
Answered prayers or an extra layer of 
makeup, I was quickly embraced by for-
mer friends and I was delighted as we 
caught up about our lives, husbands, and 
children. The evening was off to a won-
derful start.

As I went to fi nd my seating card I no-
ticed Malka’s name and felt my pulse 
race and my body stiffen. I had not for-
gotten the shared animosity between 
us. As I found my seat I saw Malka. She 
looked exactly the same and evoked in 
me the same feelings so many years lat-
er. We ignored each other and went on 
catching up with other friends. As the 
fi rst dance was coming to a close I found 
myself refl ecting on my feelings and ac-
tions. I try to instill in my children to be 
“mekabel kol adam be’seiver panim yafos” 
to embrace every man with a kind word 
and a smile. Would it really be so diffi -
cult for me to go and say hello to Malka, 
to inquire about her life? “She saw you 
just as well as you saw her,” the devil’s 
advocate in me meddled. “If anything, 
she should come over to you and say hel-
lo after all the politics in high school.” 
I tried to push away those thoughts but 
still they haunted me. I tried to tell my-
self that it didn’t matter whether we 
greeted each other or not, after tonight 
we probably wouldn’t see each other for 
another twelve years. But something in-
side me broke. “Kol hamerachem al hab-
riyos merachmim alav min Hashamay-
im.” Anyone who is kind to to others 
will be rewarded with kindness from the 
Heavens. This was the start of Chodesh 
Elul. I plastered a smile on my face and 
went to greet my former rival. “Malka,” I 
said, “Mazal tov! It is so wonderful to see 
you here.” At fi rst I felt Malka give me 
a quizzical look and her words seemed 
forced. I continued to smile and ask her 
about her whereabouts since gradua-
tion. Gradually, Malka softened and in-
quired about my life as well. We stood 
there talking for several minutes until I 
felt myself at ease. “It’s really wonderful 
to see you Malka. We should continue 
meeting at simchas,” I heard myself say 

Continued on Page 61
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and was astonished to discover that I ac-
tually meant it. I drove home from this 
beautiful moment, confi dent and secure 
in the knowledge that from the Heavens 
Hashem is smiling down on me.

RS, Lawrence

My husband came home from shul 
this morning and mumbled, “I do not 
know what his problem is, but he just 
cannot smile.” Having just been to the 
AOK initiative, I said to my husband, 
“Why don’t you smile to him?” My hus-
band looked at me aghast. “You must 
be kidding. I should smile to him? That 
man is so not friendly. I cannot smile to 
him.” I urged my husband and said, “Just 
try it.” I eagerly waited for him to return 
from minyan to hear how well the smile 
went over.

My husband came in totally dejected. 
The man blew him off. The next morn-
ing, I encouraged my husband again. He 
said, “I am not smiling at him.” I begged 
and pleaded, “Please, we are working on 
smiling this week. I am sure you can get 
this man to smile.” So once again, I wait-
ed eagerly to hear a success and he came 
home feeling like it was pointless. We 
got half of a crack of a smile. But what is 
the point? “For a crack of a smile I need 
to feel so silly?”

The next morning, I said, “Let’s give 
it one more try. Three times’ a charm.” 
At this point I was not very hopeful, but 
fi gured, “Who knows? Maybe that crack 
will actualize into a full smile.” And on 
this morning, my husband came home 
and said, “I think we are on to some-
thing. It was not a full smile, but I cer-
tainly sensed he is warming up to me.” 
And fi nally, the next day—bingo—a full 
smile and even a hello. My husband said, 
“It was worth it! The smile was so re-
warding.”

Anonymous, Lawrence

The fi rst of September ushered in a 
new school year and a fresh beginning 
for a close relationship with my students 
ranging in age from 12 to 17. For the past 
number of years I had been teaching 
in a small community and it was quite 
conceivable that I could bump into my 
students on the neighborhood streets a 
couple of times a day. It had really per-
turbed me that some of the girls failed 
to acknowledge my presence as they 
walked past me without any sign of rec-
ognition. It was as if I were the invisible 
woman. I resolved that I would make my 
feelings known to them from the begin-
ning and teach them an invaluable les-
son in manners.

Approximately a week before the 
start of school I had received an e-mail 
about the AOK initiative, a project devel-
oped in the Five Towns and Far Rocka-
way neighborhoods to promote friend-
ship and unity amongst the community 
through acts of kindness. I was asked to 
join the program for 40 days, starting on 
Rosh Chodesh Elul and culminating on 
Yom Kippur. Each week, the program 
would focus on one theme and the fi rst 
week would concentrate on the act of 
smiling. Those who signed up to the pro-
gram were enjoined to smile at a spouse, 
parents, children, and neighbors, as well 
as to those one is not accustomed to 
greeting.

I decided to dedicate the fi rst week 
of teaching to the theme of smiling. I 
photocopied the lyrics to the song ti-
tled “When you’re smiling” and taught it 
to the youngest class. In another class, 
I dictated the beginning paragraph of a 
story about a Mrs. Smiley who lived in 
a happy land surrounded by happy peo-
ple. She decided to go for a walk and 
bumped into a not so happy person. The 

girls were asked to come up with the 
next paragraphs. Finally, I spoke to each 
class about the initiative and requested 
that when the girls would receive home-
work during the fi rst week of school, 
they were to smile at the teacher and 
thank her for caring that they should 
succeed with their studies. Furthermore, 
I instructed my students that if they 

were to meet a teacher on the street, 
they should greet her with a big smile 
and say hello. I cautioned them not to 
carry on a major conversation with the 
teacher as she was likely to be in a rush.

After I concluded one class, I assigned 
them some homework. A number of 
girls smiled at me and thanked me. I 
beamed from ear to ear as their smiles 
warmed the cockles of my heart. Instead 

of groans, it was a pleasure to be greet-
ed by happy faces and, I must admit, it 
felt great.

School ended for the day and I walked 
home, refl ecting on what I thought was a 
successful fi rst day. As I turned the corner, 
I noticed three students from the oldest 
class heading in my direction. They looked 
at each other knowingly and turned to-

wards me. Their faces were plastered with 
wide smiles as they simultaneously greet-
ed me with, “Hello, Mrs. F.” A warm feel-
ing embraced me as I told them this was 
the best homework I could have ever giv-
en them. “This lesson stays with you for 
life,” one of the girls responded. I smiled 
broadly, grateful for the opportunity to 
teach my students a lesson that would re-
main with them for years to come.

A few days later, I walked into one 
class. Smiley faces adorned the black-
board. “Mrs. F.,” the girls exclaimed ex-
citedly. “We have something to tell you. 
This morning, two of our teachers as-
signed us homework. We burst into 
wide smiles and thanked the teachers 
for doing something which benefi ts us. 
Both teachers jumped back in shock.”

Hopefully, the teachers have recov-
ered from their students’ unexpected 
embrace of homework. Now, for the 
readers’ homework, please give a warm 
smile to the next person you encounter.

Alisa Farber
 Antwerp, Belgium

Share your AOK success stories at 
arewedoingaok@gmail.com.

AOK Success
Continued from Page 58

I drove home from this beautiful moment, 
confi dent and secure in the knowledge that from 

the Heavens Hashem is smiling down on me.
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“If our community doesn’t 
come out, we could lose our 
voice in state government.  
We can’t let that happen.” 

September 13 Special Election Alert! 
Phil Goldfeder needs your vote

All registered voters can vote in this special election

Election Day – Tues., Sept. 13 Polls open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
For a ride to the polls or to find out where you vote, call 347-766-3674

– Phil Goldfeder

Remembering 9/11
B Y  R O C H E L L E  M A R U C H 
M I L L E R

This year on September 11, our na-
tion will mark the 10th anniversary 
of the tragic attacks on our country. 
People across the United States will 
gather in their homes, schools, shuls, 
other houses of worship, communi-
ty centers, and other public places to 
honor the memory of those who lost 
their lives and to express their hope 
for a peaceful future.

For many of us, the approaching 
anniversary of 9/11 brings with it a 
sense of uncertainty as well as recol-
lections and the desire to commemo-
rate the lives lost on that tragic day. 
We may feel anxious, unsure, angry, 
and confused, or relatively devoid of 
feeling.

Some responses may be triggered 
by memories of September 11, 2001, 
which we refer to as anniversary re-
actions. Some people may also ex-

perience a broad range of reactions 
to the death of Osama bin Laden. A 
person may feel a sense of relief that 
is quickly followed by fear of retal-
iation, other terrorist acts, or some 
more diffuse uncertainty. These re-
actions are normal and can range 
from feeling mildly upset for a day or 
two to a more severe, long-lasting re-
sponse. Reactions may include feel-
ing as though you are re-experienc-
ing the event in thought, feeling, or 
bodily sensation; avoidance of peo-
ple, places, or things that remind 
you of the event; and arousal, feeling 
nervous or on-edge, having difficul-
ty sleeping or focusing, or becoming 
more reactive than usual.

Within a week or two after the an-
niversary, the symptoms general-
ly lessen and most people will feel 
better. As we live in a time when we 
must deal with uncertainty on a dai-
ly basis, we should remind ourselves 
of things that help ground and sooth 

us. Each of us has our own style of 
dealing with stressors. Remember to 
engage in positive healthy activities 
that you enjoy.

Do not become isolated from oth-
ers; use your support system. Spend 
time with family and friends.

Rather than verbalizing their feel-
ings, children may report more phys-
iological reactions, such as stomach-
aches and headaches. They may feel 
anxious about attending school dur-
ing this time. Developing family safe-
ty plans may help alleviate these feel-
ings and create stability. Exposure 
to media coverage should be limit-
ed. Children should be encouraged 
to engage in positive, constructive 
activities, such as commemorations 
and memorials, to counteract their 
sense of helplessness and promote 
expression.

UJA Federation of New York has 
created an important resource for 
individuals and institutions in our 
community who plan to develop 
commemorative services. Recogniz-
ing that each family or agency will 

memorialize the tragedy in its own 
unique way, a panel of Jewish educa-
tors has compiled excerpts from Jew-
ish literature, liturgy, religious texts, 
and songs. All of the materials reflect 
our experiences as Americans and as 
Jews.

The section on Meditations on the 
10 Year Anniversary contains reflec-
tions by several communal leaders 
and a letter by the mother of a victim 
of 9/11. In addition to materials that 
can be used at home, UJA Federation 
of New York provides examples of a 
communal commemoration, a school 
commemoration, and a service for in-
dividual or group visits to the site of 
the World Trade Center.

UJA Federation hopes that these 
materials will enrich people’s expe-
riences as they reflect on the last 10 
years and provide comfort to those 
who seek it.

“We had developed a resource sim-
ilar to this on the first anniversary of 
9/11,” Lynn Light Geller, executive di-
rector of educational resources and 
organizational development at the 
Jewish Resource Center UJA/Fed NY 
told the Five Towns Jewish Times. 
“With the 10th anniversary of 9/11 ap-
proaching, we wanted to develop a 
comprehensive resource once again, 
so we sat down with a group of col-
leagues to discuss what is relevant.”

Working in tandem, the panel of 
experts developed an exemplary and 
comprehensive resource and sent it 
to day schools and agencies through-
out the nation. Spiritually uplifting 
and sensitive in its approach, it is 
eliciting enthusiastic feedback from 
professionals, lay leaders, and indi-
viduals from all walks of lives whose 
lives have been touched and forever 
changed by 9/11.

“9/11 has impacted my life,” says 
Rabbi Michael Paley, the Pearl and 
Ira Meyer Scholar-in-Residence at the 
Jewish Resource Center of UJA-Feder-
ation N.Y. “My daughter Naama was a 
student at Stuyvesant High School at 
the time and she experienced it as it 
was happening. She witnessed both 
buildings being hit.”

Rabbi Paley recalls vividly how, 
along with so many fellow New York-
ers, his teenage daughter kept on 
running on that horrific day, barely 
able to see.

“That night, Naama spoke of the fe-
rocious and cataclysmic destruction 
she had witnessed and the trauma 
she had experienced,” recalls her fa-
ther, who in the ensuing days, weeks, 
and months graced many 9/11 memo-
rial services with his eloquent and 
heartfelt words, offering comfort to 
those left behind. Rabbi Paley dis-
cussed the Jewish response to 9/11 
and implementing the Resource ef-
fectively.

“It’s important to us as Jews to 
put 9/11 in a Jewish context. Some of 
the Midrash and the poems featured 
within the Resource affect us all. We 
need to look forward to the future 
with hope. We were all victims on 
that day; we were all changed by that 
moment. Thinking about this mo-
ment is a Jewish tradition. We are all 
part of the American community and 
we are fortunate to be living in this 
great country.” 
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Suiting Every Occasion

By Simcha Brown of Frederick Parker
I once found myself in a very remote 

place on a business trip, and at the rec-
ommendation of a friend I decided to 
check out a store in that area. The store 
was located at the edge of town in an 
alleyway. This custom tailoring shop 
would go unnoticed if not for its word-
of-mouth buzz. Neighborhood residents 
fl ock here for the decent turnaround 

(three to four weeks on average) and 
sharp tailoring. The store features an 
Old World feel, with wood fl oors, a tri-
fold wooden mirror, a fi t mannequin, an 
antique barber’s chair, and music play-
ing in the background. You know the 
type—the modest upscale store in an al-
ley where the short Italian guy with the 
thick accent and a tape measure draped 
around his neck, sleeves rolled up, waits 
to tell you about his years of experience 

and his ancestry in this line of business.
The proprietor showed me the most 

impressive and broad range of fabrics 
and reassured me with a confi dent, all 
knowing smile that I would have the 
most magnifi cent suit and look and feel 
great. I was excited. Sure enough, he was 
correct. After the three week wait, with 
much anticipation I received my suit 
which brought to life exactly what I had 
envisioned, and with a few very minor 
adjustments I had a custom suit that ex-
ceeded my expectations.

There is a great demand here in Long 
Island for superior quality fabrics sup-
plemented with quality craftsmanship. 
We have therefore opened up a store ca-
tering to the modern man with classic 
and vintage principles, that old-world 
feel, and traditions. Our Private Men’s 
Shop has 1,200 square feet of endless 
possibilities to bring your visions to life. 
This store is grounded on the fundamen-
tal principles of the ideal men’s cloth-
ier shop, what we refer to as the “4 C’s”: 
Convenience, Craftsmanship, Custom 
fi t, and Complete service.

You no longer have to travel to remote 
towns for this service or compromise by 
shopping the standard retail protocol 
by going to the shops and showrooms 
of Manhattan’s elite. We have made it 
convenient and accessible for all of you 
with discerning taste who appreciate a 
good quality garment consisting of the 
fi nest and most durable fabrics. Freder-
ick Parker offers a collection of exclu-
sive fabrics from the world’s best fabric 
houses including Vitale Barberis, Loro 
Piana, Holland and Sherry, Zegna, and 
many other leading designer fabrics. 

Choose from the fi nest Super 100’s, Me-
rino wools, silks, cashmeres, English and 
Italian fabrics, superfi ne wool worsteds, 
fl annels, Scottish tweeds and cashmere, 
French Gabardines, Italian pure silk and 
silk mohairs. At Frederick Parker, we pay 
tribute to old world traditions by work-
ing with the most authentic artisans, our 
own in-house European-trained tailors, 
and the fi nest fabric mills. We embrace 
the most discerning clientele by creat-
ing clothing and a look that is hand-tai-
lored to fi t your lifestyle and image.

Why custom? It’s just the slight differ-
ence between good and great. It’s those 
slight fi nishing touches that the average 
tailor will neglect and a master and ex-
pert tailor prides himself with and marks 
these fi nishing touches as his signature.

A casual approach to business is gone. 
Today men are interested in looking 
smart, dapper, and more put together 
than ever before. It is dressing up for 
competitive advantage. It is a trend that 
spans from the most youthful to the 
most mature. Custom clothing and the 
assistance of our professional tailors is 
the surest way to gain traction and ac-
celerate your progress as you look to 
update your wardrobe. The successful 
man wants to take something that is 
inherently classic, like a great suit, and 
personalize it—to make it his own—
through custom fi t and styling.

While the suit is the cornerstone of 
this wardrobe upgrade, the addition 
of dressier accessories like French-cuff 
dress shirts, subtle yet distinctive cuff 
links, high-quality neckties, and clas-
sic shoes supplement and complete the 
package.

AROUND THE
FIVE TOWNS

Simcha Brown in his offi ce. 
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“You only have one chance to make 
a positive fi rst impression,” is undoubt-
edly familiar to those who appreciate 
and have chosen to wear custom tai-
lored clothes. You understand that you 
have only 4-5 seconds in which to make 
that critical fi rst impression. Why buy a 
designer suit off the rack when for the 
same money or less you can get a cus-
tom suit made specifi cally to fi t you in a 
material you want? Don’t spend a lot of 
money on a suit that doesn’t make you 
stand out. Work one-on-one with us to 
suit you so that you look sharp and dis-
tinguished.

All of our business is done by appoint-
ment in our showroom (504 Central Av-
enue), or in your home or offi ce. There 
is no wasted time during the process 
of your purchases. It’s never too late to 
treat yourself to the attention you de-
serve.

We look forward to sharing our pas-
sion with you and being your concierge 
for the journey in styling with the very 
best custom-made, hand-tailored cloth-
ing and introducing you to a world of 
authentic luxuries. 

Friendship Circle End-Of-Summer 

Camp

Last week, the Friendship Circle of 
the Jean Fischman Chabad Center of 
the Five Towns hosted its annual end-of-
summer camp for children with special 
needs in the Five Towns, a nonstop, ac-
tion-packed, fun, and exciting weeklong 
Jewish program for the children and the 
dedicated teenage volunteers.

Each day began with a circle time 
where the children gave tzedakah, dav-
ened, and did their daily exercise. On 
Monday they were off to “Once Upon a 
Tree Top,” where the campers enjoyed a 
range of entertaining, educational, and 
fun exhibits. From the pretend grocery 
store, the dress up room, and jungle gym, 
the kids had a ball. The children could 
not wait to return to camp on Tuesday—
excited to see their friends and for an 

outing to the Levi Yitzchak Library and 
the Theresa Academy of Performing Arts. 
What could be better than a great dance 
class and doing some arts and crafts? 
On Wednesday, the fun was taken to a 
whole new level with a grand trip to the 
Intrepid Air and Space Museum. It was a 
perfect day to check out all the fascinat-

ing planes on the fl ight deck of the In-
trepid. The camp was also lucky enough 
to hear the shofar being blown by Rab-
bi Meir Geisinsky, Chabad’s Youth Direc-
tor. Thursday’s trip to Fun Station—an 
all-time favorite of many—was another 
great day from start to fi nish. The rides, 
games, slides, and arcades only extend-
ed the already wide smiles on the camp-
er’s faces. To top it all off, they were priv-
ileged to make challah with the help of 
Morah Miriam Wolowik and her won-
derful kids. The children braided, egg 

washed, and added seeds of their choice 
to their challahs for Shabbos and then 
had their very own Shabbos party!

Five Towns Friendship Circle Director 
Mrs. Batsheva Borenstein says, “Thanks 
to our wonderful and dedicated volun-
teers, what could have been a week of 
frustration for a Friendship Circle fami-
ly has been transformed into a week of 
relaxation and pleasure. The memories 
and friendships that were formed cer-
tainly have impacted the lives of the en-
tire Friendship Circle family.”

The positive feedback from The 
Friendship Circle parents has been non-
stop. A grateful parent, Mrs. R.B., told FC 
staff, “As always, they had a blast, and my 
child has not stopped talking about it. 
With great dedication and care, Friend-
ship Circle has completed another tre-
mendously successful program continu-
ing the legacy of their motto, ‘Making a 
Difference.’”

Save the date for the Rosh Hashanah 
Friendship Circle holiday event on Sep-
tember 25. Pre-registration is required. 
Also, if you or someone you know would 

Abby P. and Tamar R. are all smiles at Fun 
Station.

Daniel A., Max T., and Moshe S. enjoying the 
Intrepid.

JJ G. rises to the occasion at Friendship 
Circle’s challah-baking class.

Marci S., Chaim S., Reva B. and Tzipporah F. 
having a great time.

Continued on Page 70
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BENJAMIN AND RINA HOCH
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO A BREAKFAST RECEPTION WITH

Shuvu/Return is a unique organization
that maintains a network of 67 institutions
educating thousands of children throughout

Israel. In addition to its educational  network,
the organization’s services include: summer

camping, seminars and outreach, holiday food
packages, & much more

SUNDAY, Sept. 18, 2011
9:30 AM

at their home
121 Lawrence Avenue 

Lawrence,  NY

for information call 212.425.3500
We are looking forward to greeting you!

For donations please call: phone 718-692-3434 • fax 718-977-5634 • email INFO@SHUVUUSA.ORG
Please make checks payable to SHUVU and mail to 5417 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11204

DOUBLE YOUR DONATION
$100 OR MORE WILL BE MATCHED BY AN ANONYMOUS DONOR
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like to partake in Friendship Circle or if 
you’re in ninth grade and up and would 
like to volunteer, call Batsheva at 516-
295-2478, ext. 13 or visit www.Fc5towns.
com. 

SKA-DRS-HALB Edtech Boot Camp

Summer vacation ended early for 
faculty members of the Stella K. Abra-
ham High School for Girls, Davis Renov 
Stahler High School for Boys, and He-
brew Academy of Long Beach Elemen-
tary School! On Wednesday, August 31, 
teachers from all three schools spent 
much of the day at SKA attending an 
“EdTech Boot Camp,” learning new tech-
nological techniques to enhance class-
room time. Workshops on the basic use 
of Smartboards and the use of Google 
Docs and Edmodo in the classroom 

were given by administrators Rabbi Dr. 
Jeff Rothman, SKA principal grades 9-10; 
Rabbi Dov Emerson, DRS assistant prin-
cipal, general studies; and Dr. Tzvi Pittin-
sky, director of educational technology 
at the Frisch School. A working lunch in-
troduced a variety of other technologi-
cal tools for the teachers to use. Attend-
ees had the opportunity to learn the web 
tools in a hands-on fashion and left the 
sessions with a greater ability to inte-
grate the programs in their classrooms.

An EdTech Community of Practice, or 
CoP, will be open to all faculty members 
of SKA, DRS, and HALB. These monthly 
meetings will focus on sharing ideas and 
best practices of implementing EdTech 
in the classroom. Together with ongoing 
training sessions and an e-mail list to 
share resources, CoP will help ensure 
advanced classroom applications and 
ultimately greatly benefi t the students! 


Rosh Chodesh Elul In Beit Bnei 

Rachel

By Evelyn Haies, President, Rachel’s 
Children Reclamation Foundation and 
Beit Bnei Rachel

It used to be every Tuesday that the 
bus from Efrat came to Kever Rachel and 
we learned in Beit Bnei Rachel, the RCRF 
majority-owned property just a few feet 
past Kever Rachel in the Rachel Tomb 
Walled Complex, but now it is only on 
each Rosh Chodesh that the Efrat group 
learns in the memory of my dear friend 
Sara Blaustein, H’yd.

This Tuesday Rosh Chodesh Elul, the 
shiur was given by Sara Jo Ben-Zvi. It 

was a talk on Nechemia and problems 
within the walls. This month’s trip was 
sponsored by Bryna and Chaim Astor 
on the occasion of their 24th wedding 
anniversary. HaRav Benyamin Levene 
spoke on “Rachel Imeinu and the Rosh 
Hashanah Prophecy.” The stories of his 
grandfather and the tzadikim of his day 
relayed a very important message. Tza-
dikim are simple and one should always 
respect and care for one’s fellow man. 
Ima Rachel cries, sacrifi ces, has empathy 
and emunah. Her middos carry her chil-
dren above the decadence and decep-
tions and will bring us up from the falls. 
There was also a visit by HaRav Moshe 
Wolfson, shlita, for a tish. About 200 fol-
lowers of this great rabbi enjoyed a talk 
in Yiddish. Yerushalmi kugel, rugelach, 
and other refreshments were served.

It was such a joy to be with HaRav 
Levene again whose roots are deep in Je-
rusalem history and hear stories of his 

grandfather’s visits to Kever Rachel be-
fore it was occupied by the Jordanians 
and after it was reclaimed in 1967. I pre-
sented him with a painting by Malky 
Grunwald which displayed that unity 
and derech eretz are what bring the geu-
lah. This painting is on display in the Ra-
chel’s Children Reclamation Foundation 
Museum of Jewish Aliyah that just host-
ed a Biblical Art Exhibit by Ellen Lapidus 
Stern. Malky Grunwald, my granddaugh-
ter, who now attends SKA, had the fi rst 
bas mitzvah at Beit Bnei Rachel. Recent-
ly, she was on the NCSY JOLT program 
visiting the camps her family survived. 
She is a third generation Holocaust sur-
vivor. She was celebrating her 16th birth-
day in Beit Bnei Rachel with her contem-
poraries in rectifi cation of a bas mitzvah 
that was blemished by complications 
but still most memorable and the inau-

Around The Five Towns
Continued from Page 67

HALB’s EdTech Boot Camp

Evelyn Haies presents Rav Benjamin Levene 
with a painting by her granddaughter Malka 
Grunwald: Kever Rachel, Unity, and Derech 

Eretz.
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Sukkah Center 8x10 new 

gurator of so many more sim-
chas in our beautiful recep-
tion center. This birthday was 
so joyous because it was shared 
and a surprise. It was also a 
statement for Jewish steadfast-
ness and survival in the merit 
of Ima Rachel’s tears. 

Jeff Leb Joins Otsar

Jeffrey Leb has joined Otsar 
Family Services, a leader in pro-
viding quality programs and 
services for children and adults 
with developmental disabili-
ties, as the director of admin-
istration and government rela-
tions.

Mr. Leb comes to Otsar from 
the Sephardic Community Fed-
eration (SCF), a public policy 
organization where he served 
as executive director. At SCF 
Jeff was responsible for, among 
other things, leading a mission 
to Albany each year to fi ght cuts 
to special education program-
ming in New York State. Jeff’s 
advocacy ensured that children 
with special needs were well 
represented in Albany and he 

will now bring those skills and 
that relationship to bear on be-
half of Otsar’s families.

“I have worked with Jeff on 
several community projects 
over the last several years and 
have been impressed with his 
understanding of city and state 
government, and his effective-
ness and total dedication to the 
project,” explained Eli Green-
berg, a member of Otsar’s board 
of directors. “I am excited to 
have Jeff on board at Otsar to 
help us best fulfi ll our charita-
ble mission to keep our fami-
lies strong and intact.”

Mr. Leb is very involved 
in communal issues both in 
Brooklyn and in Long Island 
where he lives with his wife 
and four children. Jeff is the 
co-founder of Project Mazon—
a charity that provides food 
vouchers for needy families. He 
is also the Secretary of TEACH 
NYS, a statewide group that ad-
vocates on behalf of parents of 
private school children, and he 
has recently been elected in a 
landslide victory as a trustee of 
the Peninsula Public Library in 
Long Island.

“Jeff Leb is a visionary and a 

dynamic leader. I congratulate 
Otsar on such an inspired selec-
tion. Jeff will only amplify the 
good work that is being done at 
Otsar,” commented New York 
City Councilman Lewis Fidler.

Otsar is a grassroots organiza-
tion that began in 1980 with a 
small group of parents dedicat-
ed to improving their children’s 
quality of life. Over 30 years lat-
er, OTSAR serves 400 families 
with children and adults with 
developmental disabilities in 
the New York community.

“We are pleased to have Jeff 
working with us,” said Betty 
Pollack, Otsar’s executive direc-
tor. “He brings great energy and 
enthusiasm to the job. He un-
derstands our commitment to 
the families that depend on Ot-
sar to help them care for their 

children with special needs. 
Jeff understands the vital work 
we do and is here to help us 
grow to meet the ever-changing 
needs of our families. We look 
forward to a long and produc-
tive association with him.” 

Memorial Tribute To Rabbi 

Amos Bunim, October 5

For 56 years, the Far Rock-
away/Lawrence Communi-
ty has convened in support of 
Beth Medrash Govoha at an 
annual parlor meeting hosted 
by the Bunim family. The tra-
dition was started by Mr. Ir-
ving Bunim, zt’l, the legend-
ary askan who will forever be 
remembered for saving innu-
merable lives during the Holo-
caust through his work on the 
Vaad Hatzala and the critical 

missions that he undertook at 
the behest of the Vaad’s guiding 
force, Rav Aaron Kotler, zt’l. Af-
ter his father’s passing, R’ Amos 
Bunim continued his work and 
sustained the close kesher with 
gedolei hador, devoting himself 
to Klal Yisrael’s rebuilding ef-
forts and standing staunchly at 
the side of three generations of 
Lakewood roshei yeshiva. His 
own petirah this past May sent 
waves of grief through the en-
tire Torah world.

Characteristically, R’ Amos 
would always open his home 
during the Aseres Yimei Teshu-
vah giving the whole kehillah
an opportunity to be mechazek
Torah and merit its lifegiving 
zechus before the Yom haD-
in. This year, the community 
and Beth Medrash Govoha will 

pay tribute to his inspiration-
al memory at a reception on 
Wednesday evening, October 5, 
at Congregation Shaarey Tefi la 
in Lawrence. The program will 
feature memorials by the rosh
yeshiva, Rav Aryeh Malkiel Kot-
ler; divrei hisorerus by the rosh
yeshiva, Rav Yeruchim Olshin, 
the showing of a remembrance 
video, and the distribution of a 
memorial scroll of honor. The 
memorial scroll will chronicle 
the generosity of all participat-
ing friends and neighbors who 
will dedicate and upgrade their 
annual contributions to the ye-
shiva l’iluy nishmaso.

Please circle the date on your 
calendar. Invitations will be 
mailed shortly. For further in-
formation, call 732-367-1060 
ext. 4252. 

Jeffrey Leb
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Community News 
From Around The World
Agudah Steps On The Gas To Get 

Buses For Schools

Delivery took place last week of the 
fi rst 4 of 56 brand-new buses to schools 
in the Greater New York area and the 
Lower Hudson Valley, as part of a cap-
ital grant by the New York State Senate 
from the NYS Economic Development 
Assistance Program. The grant provided 
$5 million to purchase buses to be used 
by nonpublic schools whose school day 
extends past 4:30 p.m. The recipient of 
the grant was Community Transit Sys-
tems LLC (CTS). The sole member of 
CTS is Agudath Israel of America Com-
munity Services, Inc., which in turn is 
an affi liate of Agudath Israel of America.

School bus recipients included 
schools affi liated with a wide variety of 
streams within the Orthodox commu-
nity, as well as non-Orthodox and non-
Jewish schools, as per the terms of the 
grant. Schools receiving the buses are 
spread among the fi ve boroughs of New 

York City and Orange, Putnam, Rock-
land, Westchester, Nassau, and Suffolk 
counties. It is anticipated that the ma-
jority of the buses will be delivered be-
fore September 15, with the rest of the 
buses due for delivery before Novem-
ber.

Kudos are due to Shimon Ostreicher, 
Shiya Ostreicher, and Agudath Israel’s 
Vice President for Community Affairs, 
Rabbi Shmuel Lefkowitz, for obtaining 
this grant and to New York State Senate 
Majority Leader Dean Skelos for spon-
soring the grant. 

Renovations Funded For Boro Park 

Playgrounds

Thanks to $1.4 million in funding se-
cured by City Councilmembers Brad 
Lander and Sara M. Gonzalez, Boro 
Park’s Brizzi Playground and Dome Play-
ground will get a much-needed facelift.

The two parks are popular among 
the children of Boro Park. Despite hav-

ing more young children than most ar-
eas of the city, Boro Park has very few 
playgrounds and Brizzi and Dome play-
grounds are both in need of refurbish-
ment.

“All children in this city deserve a 
fi rst-class playground,” said Council-
member Lander. “The community here 
has a vision for what Dome and Brizzi 
Playgrounds should be and I’m glad 
that we were able to provide the mon-
ey to make it happen. It is exciting to 
see this revitalization bringing people 
together within and across neighbor-
hoods. Through this volunteerism, we 
are building a sense of co-ownership of 
these playgrounds.”

“Councilman Lander and I met with 
the community leaders late last year to 
seek their input regarding Brizzi Play-
ground improvements. In this tough 
economy I am delighted we were able 
to provide the funding necessary to 
refurbish this facility and we eager-
ly await further participation from the 
community to make their vision a reali-
ty,” said Councilmember Gonzalez.

Brizzi Playground is located by New 
Utrecht Avenue between 42nd and 43rd 

Streets. Councilmember Gonzalez and 
Councilmember Lander each allocated 
$250,000 for the park, for a combined 
$500,000.

In addition to his work on behalf 
of Brizzi Playground, Councilmember 
Lander has been working to give a face-
lift to Boro Park’s Dome Playground, lo-
cated on Dahill Road at Cortelyou Road. 
This year, Lander allocated $900,000 for 
the park, in addition to $1 million pro-
vided last year by the councilmember 
and Borough President Marty Markow-
itz.

The new funding has inspired commu-
nity members to take ownership of the 
parks, putting their own ideas and en-
ergy into beautifying and maintaining 
the playgrounds. Parents and children 
in northern Boro Park and Kensington 
founded Friends of Dome Playground, 
which organized a volunteer clean-
up day for the park earlier this month. 
Friends of Brizzi Playground was re-
cently formed by community members 
who want to help plan the new Brizzi 
Playground.

Councilmembers Lander and Gon-
zalez are creating a community-driven 
process to decide how to spend the new 
funds. In March, Councilmember Land-
er organized a meeting attended by over 
50 residents to discuss their visions for 
Dome Playground. Just last week, par-
ents and children from Boro Park met 
with Councilmember Lander at Brizzi 
Playground to discuss improvements 
for that park. Boro Park’s children cre-
ated paintings of the playground that 
they wanted the councilmembers to 
build at Brizzi.

Going forward, the councilmembers 
will be working with the Parks Depart-
ment to make the community’s dream 
for Brizzi and Dome Playgrounds a re-
ality. 

Volunteer September 11. Friends of 
Brizzi Playground is organizing a vol-
unteer day this Sunday, September 11, 
12:00–3:00 p.m. What an appropriate 
way to commemorate 9/11. They will 
be cleaning the park and repainting 
one of the pieces of play equipment so 
the playground can get a colorful face-
lift. NYC Department of Parks and Rec-
reation will provide the cleaning and 
painting equipment. Refreshments will 
be available for the volunteers, donated 
by KRM Kollel Supermarket.

For further information, e-mail 
FriendsOFBrizziPlayground@gmail.
com.

Samaria Representative To 

Confront Oslo

Eliezer Braun of Samaria will be tour-
ing Norway over the next two weeks, 
promoting an alternate grassroots peace 
plan for the region known as the “West 
Bank.” His plan calls for education, de-
mocratization, and mutual respect. The 
speaking tour has been arranged as part 
of an effort to raise international sup-
port before the September 20 UN vote 
on Palestinian statehood. Mr. Braun ar-
gues that a vote for the current plan will 
create more problems than it solves, 
with its government-imposed change.

Mr. Braun is the director of the Shuva 
Israel’s Interfaith Department, and trav-
els around the world speaking main-
ly to Christian groups on behalf of 
Samaria’s communities and raising sup-
port for the residents of the “disputed” 
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Be
Prepared

NO ONE PLANS TO HAVE AN 
ACCIDENT, BUT YOU MUST BE 
PREPARED IF THE UNEXPECTED 
HAPPENS... 

The 10 Things You Should Do And The 10 Things You Should Not Do If You’re Involved In An Accident

Stop immediately and pull over to a safe location. Do not drive 
away! You can be charged with a hit and run even if the accident 
was not your fault.
If someone is hurt, call for medical assistance.
Call the police. Make sure to obtain the name and badge number 
of the responding officer.
Cooperate with the police. In New York, you are required to give 
your name and address. Show your driver's license and 
insurance card to the other party. Obtain the same from them for 
you will need this information to make any future claims.
“Stick to the facts.” If you were driving at a speed of 40 mph, do 
not say you were flowing with the traffic under the speed limit.
Obtain names and addresses of vehicle's other occupants.
Use your camera phone to photograph the damages to the other 
vehicle and of the accident scene or write it down..
Obtain contact information from any witnesses.
Determine the value of your vehicle and the estimated cost of the 
repair in order to make an intelligent decision on whether or not to 
proceed with the repair.
Choose your repair facility wisely. The promise of the driver of the 
first shiny tow truck who says “trust me, we will make your car 
look like new”, will not help you when you pick up your car with 
substandard repairs or when you find out that certain parts were 
not actually replaced.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

Do not  pull over and stop if you are bumped from behind and are in 
a deserted area. Call 911 immediately and proceed to a busy area 
and wait.
Do not stay in vehicle if you are in a dangerous location.
Do not leave your vehicle in the way of traffic.
Do not let the other party persuade you with promises of reimburse-
ment of your damages and to please trust them.. Wait for the police! 
Get a police report to protect yourself.
Do not volunteer unnecessary information like what you were 
planning to do after the light changed. Just say, “I stopped at the 
light and was hit from behind.”
Do not discuss, argue or admit who is at fault.
Do not let your car be towed without obtaining information from 
towing company as to rates and how to get your car released. Make 
it clear that they have no authority to dismantle your car or contact 
your insurance company. Ideally you should have your vehicle 
towed directly to your repair shop or to your driveway.
Do not leave your car at the towing company's yard for an extended 
period of time. They will assess excessive charges which your 
insurance company may not reimburse in full.
Do not leave anything of value in your car.
Do not choose a repair facility or sign any papers allowing someone 
to negotiate with your insurance company until you are satisfied by 
recommendations that your vehicle will be repaired properly.

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.
10.

don’t

do
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Community News
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Continued on Page 80

land. He and his family have been resi-
dents of Samaria since moving to Israel 
from the U.S. in 1983.

Mr. Braun specializes in debunking 
popular misconceptions about the re-
gion and proposes realistic and cre-
ative solutions to problems that have 
plagued the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict 
since its inception. He focuses on the 
positive impact of the “settlements” on 
the peace process. On this tour he plans 
to offer Norwegian citizens clear and 
abundant reasons to support Israel in 
the face of worldwide pressure to give 
up her secure borders to a proven hos-
tile and unreliable “peace partner.”

The Shomron Liaison Offi ce acts as 
the Samaria region’s central represen-
tative body to the greater international 
community. 

A Summer Chaplaincy Experience: 

Life (And Death) Lessons

By Yonatan Klayman
This summer I completed one unit 

of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). 
I worked as a chaplain at North Shore 
University Hospital (near Great Neck). 
The hospital has over 850 beds and 60% 
of its population is Catholic and Jewish, 
with many other faiths completing the 
fi gure. My fi rst day was a culture shock, 
to say the least. I was greeted by six in-
terns who had faiths different from my 
own. Two of them were Seventh Day 
Adventists, one from Haiti, the other 
from Ghana. There were two Episcopa-
lians, one from Denver, the other from 
Queens. Finally there were two Presby-
terians, one from Korea and the other 
from Jamaica. I’ve had very little expe-
rience with people from other cultures 
and faiths, being born into the sheltered 
Orthodox community of N.Y. I spent my 
entire life in Yeshiva of Flatbush and 
then went on to yeshiva in Israel and 
YU. Even if I had participated in YU’s 
other multicultural programs I would 
not have had the opportunity to learn 
from and with such a diverse group, or 
to share and teach about my faith and 
how it impacts the beliefs and values of 
hospitalized Jewish patients. My super-
visor was also from Korea and her facil-
itation of our learning was very impres-
sive. Her insights were invaluable and 
she really guided us in our struggles to 
become confi dent and skilled profes-
sional chaplains.

A rabbi told me that whatever area I 
go into in avodas Hakodesh, I should do 
at least one unit of CPE. He said that it 
would really be an incredible life expe-
rience. His claim turned out to be right. 
I never experienced something like this 
before and the lessons that I have tak-
en away will last my entire life. We only 
had two days of orientation and then 
we had to begin rounds on our assigned 
units. I was given two units in the hos-
pital; one was a standard medical fl oor, 
the other was a medical/HIV fl oor. We 
were assigned these units and instruct-
ed to offer support to every patient on 
the fl oor regardless of faith. I introduced 
myself as a chaplain and it went from 
there. My supervisor shadowed me on 
my fi rst two visits and after that I was 
on my own. As she always said, “Only 

Israel Security Forces Foil Multiple 
Terrorist Attacks In Jerusalem
B Y  A N S H E L  P F E F F E R

The Israeli Shin Bet security ser-
vice foiled a suicide terrorist attack 
last month in Jerusalem, it emerged 
Wednesday. An explosive belt was 
seized only 24 hours before the 
planned attack, after it was already 
smuggled into Jerusalem.

The interception of the planned 
attack was part of a large-scale op-
eration by the Shin Bet, the IDF 
and the police against the Hamas 
military infrastructure in the West 
Bank and Jerusalem. During the 
operation, dozens of Hamas mili-
tants—operating in alleged 13 sep-
arate cells—were arrested.

The main cell charged with car-
rying out the attack was based in 
Hebron. The cell was in touch with 

the Hamas headquarters in Syria, 
and the date of the attack was set 
for August 21. The planned attack 
involved a fire extinguisher which 
contained six kilograms of explo-
sives. The device was supposed to 
be carried by a suicide bomber in 
a bus or a mall in the Pisgat Ze’ev 
neighborhood in Jerusalem.

The same cell was responsible 
for the March 23 attack in the cen-
tral bus station in Jerusalem, where 
Mary Jean Gardner, a British tour-
ist, was killed, and 47 other people 
were injured.

The Shin Bet has recently not-
ed significant attempts to restore 
Hamas’ military infrastructure in 
the West Bank and execute terror-
ist attacks. The main goal, accord-
ing to estimates, is kidnapping a 

soldier in order to negotiate the re-
lease of Palestinian prisoners.

Another terrorist cell exposed 
by the Shin Bet was operated from 
within Ketziot prison. The group 
included about twenty militants, 
whose prime objective was to kid-
nap an IDF soldier for bargaining 
purposes.

Yet another cell that has been ar-
rested recently operated from He-
bron under directions from Hamas 
leadership in Gaza. The cell’s ob-
jective was also to kidnap an IDF 
soldier, smuggle him into the Sinai 
and then back through the tunnels 
to the Gaza Strip. The head of the 
cell, Ahmad Madhoun, aged 44 from 
Hebron, received $10,000 on a visit 
to Saudi Arabia to purchase weap-
ons for the operation. (Haaretz) 
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SERVICES 
PROVIDED 

Gemach special for simcha. We provide for you 
excellent speaker plus MP3 full of Jewish music, 
plus excellent mike system. Call 718-600-4559

Going to Israel for Yom Tov? Leave the cooking 
to us. Call Culinary Essentials in Israel at 718-874-
7173 or +972-57-317-1118

Bar Mitzvah Teacher — Expert and gentle. 
Reasonable rates. 718-327-3061 or 561-302-
5457

Ivy League tutoring service specializing in 
college-level math and science courses. For more 
information, call 646-593-9904 or visit orgotogo.
com

Beautiful business-size cards with Kiruv 
websites, are available for free (to give to not-yet-
Frum people). 
Please text or call 718-501-2110 

“Used or Abused” Before you buy a used car, 
come in for a free frame (structural) check. 
Precision Auto Body 691 Burnside Ave, Lawrence. 
516-371-1137. 
Friends don’t let friends drive junk! 

Boro Park Ladies & Children Coat Gemach 
accepting gently used coats in excellent 
condition. Woodmere drop-off . 
718-972-3699 

Simchas Naava Share your simcha fl owers! Be 
m’sameach other simchas! Donate your fresh 
fl ower arrangements! We will match your simcha 
date with simchas following yours or deliver 
them to nursing home residents. To donate or 
obtain fl ower arrangements call 516-239-6066 
In memory of a special friend, Naava Wassner 
Katlowitz 

Small beginners Siddurim, and Shabbos 
guidebooks, both in Russian, are available for 
you to distribute. 
Please call Tashbar Publications at 718-438-
9025 (leave message with address, IY”H we will 
mail them to you for free.) 

Help Kosiner Bikur Cholim maintain their 
apartments near Manhattan hospitals. Sponsor 
a Shabbos as a z’chus. Donations accepted. Tax 
deductible. 347-924-4205 

New Table and Chair Gemach for shortterm 
simchas. 740 Mador Ct., Far Rockaway. 
Call 718-471-0368 

G’Mach Chasdei Yisroel — Lending money to 
people in Klei Kodesh & for Klei Kodesh purposes. 
In the Far Rockaway-Five Towns area. 
Please call 917-822-9910 for more info. 
Or email shaimag@gmail.com. 
In Memory of R’ Yisroel Ben Binyamin, a”h. 

Personal Chavrusa available for learning and 
growing understanding the beauty of our Torah. 
Experience of many years in delivering shiurim to 
Baalei Batim and all those interested in learning. 
Reasonable hourly rate. This is a project of Kollel 
Tiferes Avos. 
Call 718- 316-3874 
or call Rabbi Dov Bressler 718- 327-8903. 
(Payments are tax deductible.) 

Retired public school teacher available to tutor 
men and boys in Hebrew, English, and/or Yiddish 
in the 5 Towns. Recession buster. 
Call 718-552-5525 

Study with Steve. One-on-one tutoring. SAT 
Math prep, regents, high school and elementary 
math, high school physics. 
Call 516-371-5522 

SBG Moving — Prompt, professional, and 
reliable moving service available for local & 
long distance moves. Lowest rates between 
NY and Lakewood. Small jobs welcome! We are 
insured! 347-276-7422 

Menadvim — Furniture and Appliances. Like 
new to Donate and Receive. 
Call 718-MEN-ADVIm (718-636-2384) 
We deliver. 

Boro Park Ladies Hat Gemach accepting hats in 
excellent condition. Woodmere drop-off . 
718-972-3699 

HELP WANTED 

Salesperson wanted for established printing 
company in Queens. Salary + commission. Make 
your own hours. Please call Abe 917-652-9679

F/T Web Developer (PHP, MYSQL, HTML) for 
Ecommerce Business. Located in Sheepshead Bay. 
Potential to work from home. Salary $70,000+ 
DOE. Contact 732-687-5556

Medical assistant needed for local offi  ce. Must 
be able to work on some Sundays and evening 
hours. Call 516-616-4522. Fax resume to 516-
616-4566

IT Coordinator — Brooklyn fi rm seeks on-site 
IT Specialist to act as primary contact with 
the company’s outside support vendors and 
consultants, perform basic PC maintenance, 
manage data backups, coordinate IT 
procurement, and extract/report data from 
various tracking and accounting systems.
Required skills: Ability to multitask and reliably 
perform recurring scheduled tasks. Ability to use 
SAP/Crystal Business Objects Report Writer and 
Excel to produce data extracts and reports based 
on non-technical information requests. Windows 
XP and Windows 7 operation and maintenance.
Preferred skills: Experience managing a sales 
management tool such as Act! or Goldmine. 
Experience with EDI transactions. Basic 
knowledge of Windows Server and Exchange 
user maintenance. Experience provisioning and 
troubleshooting email-linked handheld devices 
such as Blackberries, iPads, and Android. Web 
authoring and graphics editing skills.
E-mail resume to applyfe@gmail.com. Salary 
Range $35-50K depending on experience and 
skills.

Part-time & Full-time Paraprofessional (shadow) 
positions available for the Fall 2011-2012 School 
Year in all 5 Boroughs. We have 5 & 6 days a week 
schedules available to work with children with a 
variety of developmental and/or health disorders. 
Positions are available in Private Schools, Charter 
Schools and Yeshivas. Great wage and timely 
payment. Please send your High School Diploma, 
GED or letter from your school stating that you 
have graduated. (This is a requirement set by the 
NYCDOE.) Experience a plus, we will train you. 
Please fax resumes Att: Ms. Levitan at 718-559-
4811 or E-mail: nycshadows@gmail.com

HELP WANTED 

Your Real Estate, 

Service, or 

Help Wanted 

Ad Here Every 

Thursday
100,000 readers look 

forward to what’s 
happening in the 5 Towns 
by reading The Five Towns 

Jewish Times. 

Deadline is Monday at 
5:00 p.m.

1 Week . . . . . . . . . . $35

2 Weeks . . . . . . . . . $60

4 Weeks . . . . . . . . $100

Weekly Ads of up 
to 25 words

Call: 516-569-0502

Fax: 516-977-0608

Or E-mail ads to: 

5TJTads@gmail.com

Include payment info.
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HELP WANTED 

5 Towns Area Boys’ Yeshiva seeking middle school 
General Studies teacher for ‘11-’12 school year. 
M-Th from 2:00- 4:30. 
Please send your resume to teachersearch11@
gmail.com 

Physical therapy offi  ce looking for Physical 
therapy assistant (PT/FT) in Five Towns. 
If interested please call 516-650-5756 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Cedarhurst
445 W. Broadway — 3BR col lg property $418K
336 Westminster Rd. — 3BR ranch with main lvl 
den . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300’s
463 Summit Ave. — 1BR, 1.5bths co-op . $125K
Lawrence
284 Central Ave. — 2BR, 2 bth sale /rent $135K.
1 Rosalind Pl. — Mint 1BR, 1bth, 2nd fl r . $145K
Woodmere, Woodsburgh, N. Woodmere by app
9 Hazel Pl. — Charming 3BR ranch on beautiful 
property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $469K
917 Midway Woodmere — Mint 4BR split 
granite/wd EIK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $625K
1023 Hazel Pl. — Totally renovated split, new 
kitchen and bths tree lined st
Far Rockaway Open House
1056 Neilson St. — New Construction Apts. For 
Rent
11-14 Heyson Rd. — Renovated 2-family duplex. 
New kitchen and bths . . . . . . . . . . . . . $650K 11-12
608 Seagirt Blvd. — Mint 2-family new kit, bths, 
hardwood fl rs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $549K 12-1
201 B.3rd St. — Charming country home, rights 
to private beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200’s
Ranch, lg EIK, 3+ BR, den, beautifully fi n 
basement, location! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $800’s
Co-op 1BR, 1bth, terrace, doorman, elevator bldg. 
$155K
Legal 2 family homes
3/2 BR fi n. attic, basement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $469K
2/2 new EIKs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $349K
Milky Forst Properties, Inc. 516-239-0306

Far Rockaway — Empire & Broadway. Great 
Greek corner col. 10 rooms, 4 bths, basement, 
high ceilings, wood fl oors, balcony. $950K neg.
Exit Realty Kingdom 212-470-3856

Far Rockaway — Spacious 7BR, Victorian col. 
High ceilings, fi nished bsmt, 4 renovated full bths, 
large enclosed yard, perfect location near all shuls 
and schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $850K
347-236-7259

Woodmere — Waterfront. Magnifi cent view.
Unique Mother/Daughter. Completely redone. 
6BR, 5bth $899K
Woodmere — Exp. Ranch. 4BR, 3bth. $445K
Woodmere — Co-ops:
Studio $59K
1BR $125K
2BR $165K
Prudential 516-849-2522 Dalia

Open House: Sunday 9/11 12-1:30 PM
Lawrence — 209 Juniper Circle North
Nu to market, Renovated 4BR Split, Den, 
Playroom, New Wood & Granite EIK, Prime 
Location . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $899K
Open House By Appt.: Sunday 9/11 Call Irene
Lawrence — Sprawling 5BR, Exp. Ranch on Lg 
Property, Den, Huge Bsmt, Beautiful Location. 
Reduced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $949K
Back Lawrence — 2.8 Acres on Private Rd. in 
Eruv! Elegant 7BR Manor Home. Hi Ceilings, Huge 
Rooms, IGP, Breathtaking Waterviews . . . . . $POR
Woodmere — Charming 3BR, CH Col. Den (or 
4th BR), EIK, Lg Fin. Bsmt, SD #14, Close to All. 
Reduced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $469K
Hewlett — New to Market! Updated 3+BR split, 
Large Rooms, Cathedral Ceiling LR, Den, Fin. Bsmt, 
Huge Backyard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $569K
Hewlett Neck — Beautiful Renovated 7BR CH 
Colonial Set Back on XLg property, Fin. Bsmt, IGP, 
Cabana. Reduced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.475M
Co-Ops
Lawrence — 3BR, First fl oor Apt. Terrace, W/D  . . 
$221K
Lawrence — 3BR, 2nd fl oor Apt. Lg Formal DR, Lg 
LR, Terrace, W/D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $315K
Cedarhurst — Renovated 2BR, JR4, First fl oor 
Apt., Handicap Accessible, W/D . . . . . . . . . . $169K
Call Irene Steiner Direct 516-652-7099. E-mail: 
ISteiner@Pugtach.com Pugatch Realty Corp

Cedarhurst — House for Sale
3BR, 2.5bth, Charming Split, EIK, FLR, FDR, den, 
attached garage, laundry room, plus fi nished 
basement, walk to all . . . . . . . . . . . . . Asking $510K
For more info, call 917-328-5941

Cedarhurst — New construction. First show. Col. 
9’ ceilings, 5BR, 2.5bths, full basement, on quiet 
tree-lined street. Call for details . . . . . . . . . . $799K 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

Hewlett — Beautiful 5 BR, 3 bths, split. All 
updated, in SD#14. Separate entrance can be M/D 
with proper permits. Owner motivated, reduced. 
$499K 
5 Towns Home Realty 516-569-5710 

Lawrence — Ours Alone!! Brick, C/H COL, Stately 
brick, w/old world charm, Hi ceilings, 6Br, 4.5 bths, 
Kosher EIK, Lg. FDR, Library, Fin. Bsmt., Lg Prop., 
walk all. 
5 TOWN HOMES 516-569-5710 

Woodmere Colonial For Sale
6 BR 3.5 Bath Col. Master suite w/ bath. Fin. Bsmt, 
BR, bath + more. Granite Kitch, all new appliances, 
Den with skylt, Fireplace, formal DR, A Gem! 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $649K
516-569-1684

Woodmere — New Construction Classic 5BR c/h 
col. Large property. Walk to YI of Woodmere and 
Aish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1M+
Cedarhurst — Open House — 372 Argyle Road
By appointment
Renovated 3+1BR col. Great yard, must see! 
Reduced and ready  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $420K
Woodmere — Open House 9 Harvard Road — 
12-2 PM
Newly constructed, 6BR col. Grand 2 story entry 
foyer, custom kitchen, marble bath, radiant heat, 
every ameniety. Must see! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1M+
Hewlett Neck — New construction located on 
spectacular 1/2 acre lot. 6BR, 2-story entrance 
foyer, 9’ ceiling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1M+
Hewlett Neck — 1/2 acre , buildable lot, for sale 
$750K
South Shore Estates 516-569-4980

Woodmere, Woodsburgh, N. Woodmere by 
appt.
1039 Magnolia Pl. — 4BR split on beautiful cul-
de sac basement den  . . . . . . . . . .$699K 4:30-5:30
Far Rockaway Open House
1056 Neilson St. — New Construction Apts. For 
Rent
11-14 Heyson Rd. — Renovated 2 family duplex 
new kitchen and bths . . . . . . . . . . . . . $650K 11-12
608 Seagirt Blvd. — Mint 2 family new kit bths 
hardwood fl rs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $549K 12-1
148 B.3rd St. — Charming country home, rights 
to private beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$539K 1-2:30
Mint ranch, new EIK and bths, 4BR full fi n. 
Basement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $829K
Legal 2 family homes
3/2BR fi n attic, basement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $469K
2/2 new EIKs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $349K
Milky Forst Properties, Inc. 516-239-0306

North Woodmere —Spacious Updated 
Woodmere 400. 11 rooms, 5BR, 2.5bth, EIK kosher, 
FDR, Den, Fireplace, Finished Basement, Offi  ce, 
New Roof, SD#15, 2-Car Garage, 
All-Sys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $735,000
Owner 516-717-8723

Kew Gardens Hills — Beautiful, spacious 2BR 
garden apt. Updated kitchen, bth. W/D, c/ac, close 
to shul and transportation. Many extras. Call 718-
309-9320

Oceanside — Brand new construction. 
Beautiful CH col. Large 4 BR (1 level), 2.5 bths, 
granite EIK, FDR, den with fp, full bsmt, in cul-
de-sac, walk all, best price  . . . . . . . . . . . $675K 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

Woodmere/Cedarhurst Oppty! 12,000 sq. ft. 
approx. 90’x150’, Colonial, 17 rooms, full bsmt. 
with hi ceilings, clean 2 car garage plus storage, 
6 space parking, 2 family, professional use, 
accountant, Esq., medical and/or educational 
and religious uses. Grand colonial with charm 
and great possibilities. Available at once . $875K 
Negotiable. 
Owner 516-322-3555 

Hewlett — Col. MIC, 4br, 2bth, 2fpl, full deck, 
wood fl r, Lg. den. Walk to all. $729K 
5 TOWN HOMES 516-322-3555 

Far Rockaway — 2 Family. All NU, 3 over 1 Bdrm, 
3 full baths. Great Location  . . . . . . . . . . $599K Call 
516-322-3555 

Howard Beach — Co-op 2BR, 2bth, totally 
renovated. Maintenance includes gas, electric, 
heat and parking space. Great buy. Asking $150K 
5 Towns Homes 516-569-5710 

Cedarhurst — First show. LR, FDR, new EIK, 
4BR, 2 new bths, fi nished basement, cream puff  
condition, quiet street, walk all, low taxes $500’s 
5 Towns Homes 516-569-5710 

Cedarhurst — 1st show. New exclusive regal 2 
family, brick, all new, LR w/ fi replace, FDR, large 
kosher EIK, 3BR each apt, c/ac, alarm, basement, 
great location. 
Walk all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $759K 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

5 Town Homes 516-569-5712 
Cedarhurst: NU 2 Mkt. Lg LR, DR, EIK, Den, 5BR, 3bth, 
Skilits, Cabana, Lg prop, IGPool, Walk to all . . . $659K 

Inwood — New to market. Charming Victorian on 
quiet tree-lined street with water view. 7BR, great 
for large family. A must see!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $499K 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

Far Rockaway: Coop, 3Br, 1Bth Lr/Dr, Walk to All 
$179K Call 516-322-3555 

Cedarhurst — Co-op. 1st Flr, large LR, FDR, 
EIK with new appliances, 2BR, 2bths, hw fl oors, 
Terrace. Views of Gdns, W/D, Lo maint, Grt. 
loca’n, Walk all. Asking  . . $319K or rent $2400 
5 Town Homes 516-569-5710 

Five Towns — Woodmere, Church Avenue 
Completely renovated CH colonial in 2004/05. 
Hardwood fl oors throughout. 8BR, 5 full baths, 
custom kosher EIK, stainless steel appliances, 
FDR, home offi  ce, full fi nished basement, kids’ 
game room & home gym and so much more. 
Asking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.5M 
For more information & virtual tour visit www.
abcwoodmerehouse.com. 
Call 516-640-8646, 
or e-mail moshry@hotmail.com 

Lawrence/Far Rockaway — Co-op Freshly 
painted large 2BR, 2bth, kosher kitchen, LR, FDR, 
terrace, 24-hour doorman, Shabbos elevator. 
Walk all. 279K 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

North Woodmere — Decorator’s Dream. 
Beautiful bi-level, large granite kosher EIK, FDR, 
large LR, den, 4BR, waterview, all systems, walk 
all shuls. Owner motivated. Present all off ers. 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

North Woodmere — New to market. Custom 
6BR (4 on one level), new granite kitchen, LR, 
FDR, 2 dens, quiet treelined street. Walk all 
shuls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $679K 
Owner. 516-902-8908 

Lawrence/Far Rockaway — 833 Central Ave. 
Spacious 1 BR, light and bright, doorman/
elevator building, walk all. Price reduced  $179K 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

Lawrence — Gracious brick c/h col. LR with fi replace, 
FDR, large EIK, den, 4BR (1 level), 3bth, fi nished 
basement, great location, quiet block  . . . . . . . $895K 
5 Towns Homes 516-569-5710 

FOR RENT 

Bayswater — Luxury First Floor. New House. 
Beautiful condition. 3BR, 2 full bth, new kitchen, 
MIC. References a must . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1475
Call 718-812-4106

Cedarhurst — First show. Spacious 5BR, 3bth, LR, 
FDR, large kosher EIK, huge den, c/ac, in prime 
location, walk all. Furnished or unfurnished . . . . . 
$3,200
5 Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Cedarhurst — 2BR, 2bths, fi rst fl oor, garden apt, 
LR, DR, EIK, terrace, prime location. Heat and 
water included
5 Towns Homes 516-569-5710

Woodmere — Renovated Jr.4, lg. Fyr, ss/granite, 
lots of storage, elevator bldg. ID/OD prkg avail, 
Near All, $139kr $1650/month
Owner 917-402-6630

Beautiful big home in the heart of Woodmere. 
3 separate BR with private baths, mini fridge. 
Perfect for students. Near all shuls, walk to all. 
917-299-4199

Far Rockaway — Off  street parking, w/d hookup,
3BR, New EIK, tile fl oors, storage, Available 
October or sooner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1650 neg.
3BR, 2bths . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1425 includes utilities.
203-387-9991

Lawrence — Coop Rental. 1BR. 1NU Bth, LR, DR, 
EIK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,300 
5Town Homes ** 516-569-5710 

Cedarhurst — Garden apt. Nu 2 Mkt. Oversized 
1BR, 1Bth, Mint, 1st Flr, heat & prk incld  $1,600 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

Far Rockaway — Large, bright 3BR, 1.5bths apt 
in 2-family house. Great location off  Reads Lane. 
Includes heat and parking. 
5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710 

Far Rockaway — Lg. Hse Rental: 4br, 2bth, 
bsmt., hi-ceilings, NU bths, W\D. 
Call 516-322-3555 

Hewlett — House for rent. Updated 3BR, 2bths, 
new EIK, SD#14, walk all. Available immediately 
$2,600 
Call 5 Towns Homes 516-569-5710 

Lawrence — Newly-restored manor house. 
Cent’l location. Hi Ceilings. Wd Floors. 4 large BR, 
Library, FDR, EIK, Den. New chef’s kitchen
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,250  516-316-3176 

Cedarhurst — All updated charming Col. New 
granite EIK, FDR, LR with fi replace, 4+ BR, CAC, 
in the heart of Cedarhurst. Walk all. 
Call 5 Towns Homes 516-569-5710 

VACATION RENTAL 

Jerusalem Apt. Talbiah — 2BR, 2bth, fully 
equipped kosher kitchen, w/d, parking, wireless 
internet, cable TV, a/c, walk to Kotel, Emek Rafaim, 
& Inbal Hotel. 718-544-7571

Vacation Village 2 fl , 4 BR, LR, 3 new bth, playrm, 
WD, beautiful view. 516-967-8370

Alexander Hotel, Miami Beach — 2BR apt. 
Breathtaking views, 2bths, southern exposure, 
10th fl oor. Available for Pesach. Priced right! 
516-581-2058, 516-374-4001 

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT 

New store for rent on Spruce! 1000 sq ft- 
completely rehabbed, central air, corner space, 
across from Club Central, municipal parking. Low 
Rent! Call Weissman Realty 516-791-6100

Income Producing Shopping Center for Sale in 
Sullivan County
100% Leased  with Long Term Leases In Place & 
Additional Air Rights Available
$1,900,000- 9.7% CAP Contact Yosef Katz @ 212-
837-4629 or ykatz@gfi cap.com

Rockville Centre — 3,500 sq. ft., fully wired for 
Web, partitioned, will divide. Call 516-322-3555 

Cedarhurst — Offi  ce rental: Executive 2 Bths, 
Fully Web wired, 1,250 sq. ft., CAC. 5TGR 516-322-
3555 

Cedarhurst offi  ce for rent— 2 small offi  ces on 
Central Ave. 1 fl ight up, C/H, C/A. 
Call owner 917-417-5725 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The Ocean Corp. 10840 Rockley Road, Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train for a New Career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. *NDT/Weld 
Inspector. Job Placement Assistance. Financial 
Aid available for those who qualify. 1-800-321-
0298

Yeshiva of South Shore has some membership 
openings in its burial society. By purchasing an 
individual, couple or family membership, you will 
be ensured of select plots in one of several New 
York area cemeteries of your choosing. For more 
information on burial society membership, 
contact Eliezer Allman at 347-417-3777 
or ezerman@msn.com 

Helping poor brides is a big z’chus to fi nd a 
shidduch! Donate to Yad P’sucha Hachnasas 
Kallah.  Call 718-972-3699 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

FOR RENT 
REAL ESTATE 

FOR SALE 

Deadline for  

Classified 

Advertising  in the 

next issue  

is Monday, 

September 12 at 5 PM  

Call  516-569-0502
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516-239-0306516-512-3862

Charming colonial on Country St. New roof, finished 
bsmnt, near park and shopping. Great Starter Home!
$369K

CEDARHURST

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Sept 11TH

By Appt
485 COURT AVE

Legal 2 family home, finished basement
75x150 property
$629K

Stately tudor with lg flr  banquet fdr new eik mbr suite+3 
bdrms den full finished bsmnt btfl lg prprty, wonderful st.
$1.1M

CEDARHURST

Dramatic 5 bdrm contemporary col with soaring 
ceilings and windows. Beautiful open space, with 
water views.
$900’s

WOODMERE

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Sept 11TH

4:30am-5:30pm
552 DERBY AVE

Wide Line 5 Bdrm Split On Beautiful Cul-De-Sac Den 
Full Basement , Just Painted, New Roof, New Windows, 
Hardwood Floors Thruout Fully Alarmed Sd#14
$699K

WOODMERERE
OPEN HOUSE
Sun Sept 11TH

12am-1pm
1039 MAGNOLIA

PL

CEDARHURST
OPEN HOUSE
Sun Sept 11TH

By Appt
19 LOTUS ST

ST
OPEN HOUSE
Sun Sept 11TH

By Appt

Traditional Brick C/H Col. 4BR On 1 Lvel & Lg Exp. Attic,
Lg FLR, Banquet FDR, EIK With SS Appliances 2 Sinks,
2 Dishwashers, Full Fin. Bsmnt, Btfl Garden & Deck.
$829K

FAR ROCKAWAY
OPEN HOUSE
Sun Sept 11TH

By Appt

5TJT Puzzle: NFL Kickoff
B Y  Y O N I  G L A T T

Across
1. Sacrifi cial NFL team?
5. Mets rookie
8. The NFL’s Zygi Wilf or Robert Kraft
13. Seed covering
14. George Bernard of note
15. Innocent
16. Options display
17. Poh
18. Like many kitchen fl oors
19. NFL team for David Ben-Gurion, 

Moshe Dayan, and Yoni Netanyahu?
21. NFL team sent off the boat by Noah?
22. One who tells
23. We ___ Soldiers
24. Only kosher NFL city?
28. Rocky in which Mickey Goldmill 

passes away
29. Homer’s Hindu pal
32. He’s got the whole world on his 

shoulders
33. Therefore
34. When squared, a cracker
35. Regretted
36. Gang ___
38. Actor LaBeouf
39. The Steroids ___
40. Bucket
41. Daniel’s favorite NFL team
42. They work at ERs
43. Help
44. Edam and Gouda
46. Motels
47. Thompson from an ’80s trilogy
48. Og’s favorite NFL team

51. NFL team of treif birds
56. Elat to Tsfat direction
57. This or ___
58. Monkey appendage
59. Knowledgeable of
60. El Al’s favorite NFL team
61. Stare
62. Small drum
63. Salinger and Drew
64. Merge

Down
1. It elevates a skateboard jump
2. Place
3. Tea fl avor
4. Speak like a drunk
5. Europe’s fi rst one was established in 

Venice in 1516
6. What a listener “is all”
7. Bride of 1-Across, perhaps
8. Canadian province
9. Forswear
10. It was blood, once
11. Like 2, 4, and 8
12. The Bengals shared Riverfront Stadi-

um with them
14. Sandbar
20. Ret. funds
21. Be in charge
23. Bug
24. Less clothed
25. Make a 180°
26. Pet pests
27. Craze
29. A Musketeer
30. Webber’s partner
31. The Minutemen’s sch.

33. One mixes water and electricity, per-
haps

36. Increases
37. Expels
38. The Beatles “___ Liebt Dich”
40. The NFL’s Geoff Schwartz, e.g.
41. A niece of Yitzchak
44. Many NFL players wear them
45. Warms
46. Start

48. Annoying bug
49. State without an NFL team
50. Many a person from the Middle East
51. Shack
52. Splitting one is dangerous
53. Pay
54. Slay
55. Rosebud, e.g.
57. One of NCSY’s Israel trips

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64
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Mark Lipner 
Direct:516-298-8457 
Office:516-295-3000 
Email: mlipner@pugatch.com 
www.marklipner.com 

WOODMERE 
OPEN HOUSE  9/11 

11:30-1pm 
Beautiful Colonial, 

Magnificent Ppty, Hw 
Floors,Updt Kit.$499K 

WOODMERE 
OPEN HOUSE  9/11 

1:30-3pm 
4BR, 3 Bath Split, 2 

MBR’s, Main Flr Den 
W/Marble Flr...$499K 

LAWRENCE 
OPEN HOUSE  9/11 

By Appointment 
Outstanding Bldg 

W/24hr Drmn, Pool, 
Terrace,Elevtr.$400’s 

WOODMERE 
OPEN HOUSE 9/11 

2-3:30pm 
4BR, 3 Bath Split,  

Ovz Property, CAC, 
Alarm, IGS…$499K 

N. WOODMERE 
OPEN HOUSE 9/11 

12-1:30pm 
4BR, 3 Bath Split, 4 
Bedrooms On One 

Level,Fin Bsmt.$515K 

WOODMERE 
OPEN HOUSE 9/11 

12-2pm 
3BR, 1.5 Bath Ranch, 
Location, Location, 

Location...$439K 

WOODMERE WOODSBURGH 
Open House 9/11-By Apt 
4BR, 5 Bath Expanded 
CH Col,Over 1/2 Acre, 
Huge MBR Ste...$POR 

CEDARHURST 
Open House 9/11 11:30-1 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bath 
Co-op, Eik, High Hats, 
W/D In Apt…$299K 

Open House 9/11-By Apt 
5BR,3 Bath Split, Lush 
Property With IG Pool 

+ Cabana…$839K 

· WOODMERE            · CEDARHURST 

· HEWLETT             · LAWRENCE 

  Call For Details 
(516)  2 9 5 - 3 0 0 0  

   950 Broadway - Woodmere 
 visit ALL our listings @  www.pugatch.com 

Solution To Last Week’s 5TJT Puzzle:
Weather Woes

Puzzle appeared on Page 72 of the September 2 issue. 
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a chaplain can walk with someone in 
their pain, fear, emotional distress, and 
whatever is burdening them.” Unfortu-
nately, in the U.S. in most hospitals, es-
pecially in large University hospitals, 
the patients can feel like pieces of ma-
chinery. As a chaplain you treat them as 
people, restoring their dignity and help-
ing them with spiritual healing. I can’t 
describe the emotions that are going 
on when entering a room to say the fi -
nal prayers with or for a patient. Regard-
less of their backgrounds, families and 
patients deeply appreciate the support 
in this time of crisis. Sometimes I had 
a few hours to prepare myself for this 
moment but more often than not I had 
less than a minute to prepare before en-
gaging the situation of crisis.

Many ask me what happens when en-
tering a Catholic patient’s room or real-
ly any faith other than Judaism. I asked 
the same question before I started this 
internship but after the fi rst day on my 
units I realized that for the most part 
people don’t really care what faith you 
are. You are a representative of G-d and 
they’re happy to talk to you especially 
about the things that are causing them 
(or their loved ones) anxiety or suffer-
ing. I have to admit that it was hard de-
vising spontaneous prayers for patients 
of different faiths, but I got better at 
it by the end. Many also appreciated a 
perek of Tehilim. I worked closely with 
the full time chaplains and I was lucky 
to meet and work with Rabbis Daniel 
Coleman and Nathan Goldberg, North 

Shore’s interim director of chaplain-
cy education. They were always there 
to help me with any problems I had 
and their advice was invaluable. I was 
also glad that I was able to help them 
with all the Jewish emergencies that of 
course come up Friday afternoon right 
when you are getting ready to go home. 
I was happy I did this and I am serious-
ly considering chaplaincy as my path in 
avodas Hakodesh. This was truly an un-
forgettable experience whose lessons 
will help me in any path I choose.

Yonatan is the fi rst YU/RIETS student 
to do a unit of chaplaincy training at 
North Shore University Hospitals, and 
among the few frum students to aspire 
to become a healthcare chaplain in many 
years. His supervisor was exceptionally 
impressed by his sensitivity, openness to 
learning, and compassionate care for his 
patients. 

Senator Lieberman Acclaims YU As 

An “Important Proposition”

By Eitan Kastner
A capacity crowd of more than 1,000 

people fi lled Yeshiva University’s Lamp-
ort Auditorium to hear a conversation 
on Jewish ideas and American Democ-
racy between Senator Joseph Lieber-
man (I-CT) and the director of the Zaha-
va and Moshael Straus Center for Torah 
and Western Thought, Rabbi Dr. Meir 
Soloveichik on the evening of August 31, 
the last day of fall orientation.

As the fi rst of a series of public con-
versations on religion and democracy, 
the event also served as the fi rst pub-
lic gathering of the fl edgling Straus Cen-
ter, attracting an audience of students, 

Community News
Continued from Page 74
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WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28 – SUNDAY OCT. 2, 2011

NORTHERN NEW JERSEY'S MOST ELEGANT
& SOPHISTICATED HOTEL ON 21 ACRES IN
THE HEART OF SCENIC BERGEN COUNTY

20 MINUTES FROM G.W.  BRIDGE; 10 MINUTES FROM MONSEY; 1 HOUR FROM THE CATSKILLS.

The Hilton rated no. 1 for service in the metropolitan area

AT THE FOUR STAR WOODCLIFF LAKE

HILTON HOTEL & SPA

FOR RESERVATIONS &  INFORMATION CALL: 1-800-522-1850
Take a web tour of this Upscale property at: www.hiltonwoodclifflake.com

tomcheishabbosofpelhamparkway@gmail.com               PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT TOMCHEI SHABBOS OF PELHAM PKWY.

Chassidish Schechita

Cholov Yisrael

Elegant Tea Rooms

Professional Day Camp

All Rooms Newly Renovated

Inspirational Baalei Tfilos

Private rooms available for
Large Families

Eruv Encloses Entire Property

Outdoor Basketball & Tennis

Indoor Racqetball

Outdoor Volleyball

Jacuzzi and Sauna

Full Circuit of Cardio Equipment

Paved half-mile walking path

Fitness/jogging trail

Championship Golf Course Nearby

Shiurim & Lectures
Provided By 

SPECIAL

CHILDREN’S SHOW!
WITH

BEN COHEN

Magician

TOMCHEI SHABBOS OF PELHAM PARKWAY PRESENTS

FULL-SERVICE SPA ON PREMISES

90%

SOLDOUT!
90%

SOLDOUT!

CHAP-A-NOSH
 Lavish

Gourmet Meals by

CHAP-A-NOSH
 Lavish

Gourmet Meals by

 OF CEDARHURST
 OF CEDARHURST

Rabbi
Tzvi
Flaum

Rosh HaYeshiva of Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion
Noted Lecturer & Magid Shiur

Exec. Vice-Chairman of Conf. of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations

Malcolm
Hoenlein

Rabbi Moshe Fuchs,
RABBI, BNAI YISROEL, PELHAM PKWY, NY

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Thank you

to our entire staff

and all our guests for

contributing to the great

success of our SOLDOUT

Shabbos Nacham
u program

!

alumni, administrators, faculty, and 
members from the greater Jewish com-
munity.

Intent on developing a new breed 
of Jewish thinkers and public intellec-
tuals, the Straus Center functions as a 
hub for the spreading and nurturing of 
YU’s motto of Torah U’madda, which 
combines the traditional ideals of Jew-
ish learning with the great ideas of the 
Western tradition.

In introducing the event, President 
Richard M. Joel spoke of the Straus 
Center’s important mission of “making 
headlines out of what it is we are. What 
it is we do. And what it is we must be.” 

President Joel welcomed Lieberman to 
Yeshiva, referring to him as a “ground-
breaking Jew,” “a serious Jew,” and “a 
member of the family.”

Rabbi Soloveichik exclaimed his de-
light in opening the Straus Center with 
a Torah observant United States sen-
ator, calling Lieberman, “the perfect 
person in which to begin our series of 
public conversations of America and re-
ligion.”

The senator returned these compli-
ments by sharing his admiration of the 
Yeshiva mission. “I feel very much at 

Continued on Page 82

Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik and Senator Joseph Lieberman
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home,” he said. “YU and the Straus Cen-
ter stand for an important proposition 
that our mission cannot be narrow; we 
must reach out [with our Torah ideals].”

Using Lieberman’s latest book, The 
Gift of Rest: Rediscovering the Beauty of 
the Sabbath, as a springboard for discus-
sion, the conversation revolved around 
the senator’s life as a well-known obser-
vant Jewish public servant. Lieberman 
recounted the inspiration he felt from 
the presidency of John F. Kennedy—the 
fi rst Roman Catholic president—which 
eventually convinced him to enter poli-
tics, and noted the great progress made 
in the realm of religious tolerance in 
America since that time.

An especially crowd-pleasing mo-
ment occurred when Lieberman de-
scribed an encounter he had with for-
mer Alaska governor and Republican 
vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin 
days before her televised debate dur-
ing the 2008 election season. With Pal-
in feeling nervous and off her game, her 
aides contacted Lieberman, asking him 
to help calm her as “they both were re-
ligious.” He went on to report that he 
shared an idea of Yeshiva University’s 
own Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (the 
great-uncle of the Straus Center’s direc-
tor) with Palin, which gave her strength 
and motivation before the debate.

The senator closed the conversation 
by directly addressing the students in 
the audience, urging them to pursue 
their desired professions knowing that 
their faith need not hinder their suc-
cess. “In this country and at this mo-
ment you will never have to choose be-
tween living a Torah observant life and 
your secular professional career,” he 
said. “Whatever you do, do it with the 
confi dence that the system will respect 
your observance.”

“Senator Lieberman embodies the 
promise of America,” said Rabbi So-
loveichik after the event. “We were de-
lighted with his forthrightness. He an-
swered my questions eloquently and 
we loved having him.”

Jordan Abowitz, the father of YU stu-
dents, came to the Wilf Campus “to see 
what Senator Lieberman had to say. I al-
ways watch him from afar and now I 
can be fi ve rows from him and hear him 
fi rsthand,” said Abowitz.

As a Beren Campus student liaison for 
the Straus Center, Jina Davidovich ’12S, 
greatly enjoyed the public dialogue. “It 
was absolutely fabulous,” she said. “I 
was extremely impressed by the caliber 
of the questions and the depth of Sen-
ator Lieberman’s responses. They ad-
dressed key points important to Amer-
ica and our university while showing 
how much Judaism has to give to the 
world at large.”

The next Straus Center Conversation 
will take place in Weissberg Commons 
on Friday, October 28 at 10 a.m. Enti-
tled “Faith and Democracy in American 
and Europe,” it will feature the United 
Kingdom’s Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks.

BP Markowitz Criticizes Brooklyn’s 

Exclusion From Hurricane Irene 

Disaster Relief

“This weekend all New Yorkers came 
together, prepared for, and fought 

Community News
Continued from Page 81
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Continued on Page 84

THIS ROSH HASHANA GIVE YOURSELF THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS!

Join&

AT THE MAGNIFICENT HYATT REGENCY IN NEARBY HAUPPAUGE, LONG ISLAND

RABBI NAFTALI PORTNOY AND RABBI MOSHE TURK

FOR A SPECTACULAR & INSPIRING

  ROSH HASHANA AND/OR YOM KIPPUR

p An Inspiring Event for the Frum Community i

INCREDIBLE YESHIVA STYLE DAVENING LED  
BY RABBI YOSEF SINGER, SHLITA

WORLD CLASS GOURMET CUISINE

BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS, RESORT-LIKE SETTING

INSPIRING SHIURIM, DAVENING, RUACH

SEPARATE BEGINNERS SERVICE AND CLASSES

CHILD CARE & YOUTH PROGRAM

WITH INTERNATIONALLY

ACCLAIMED LECTURERS  
& PHENOMENAL

BAALEI TEFILA 
SPECIAL GUEST:
RABBI  
LABEL LAM

ALSO FEATURING:
RABBI RONNIE GREENWALD

DR. GILA SCHWERD

RABBI MOSHE SCHWERD

RABBI DOVID SCHWARTZ DIRECTORS, JEWISH HERITAGE CENTER

 

We often sell out early! Reserve now!
1-888-4-JUDAISM(458-3247) / FOR DETAILS VISIT: WWW.JHCRH-YK.COM 

YOM KIPPUR  
ONLY  

$179!
PP/DBL OCC

RABBI 
MOSHE 
TURK

RABBI  
NAFTALI  
PORTNOY

ROSH HASHANA 

AS LOW AS

$599!  

PP/DBL OCC

PLUS 20% 

SERVICE & GRATUITIES

LIMITED  

TIME OFFER!

THE JEWISH 
HERITAGE CENTER

The Acclaimed  
GREENWALD CATERERS

through a tough storm. Our ‘Brooklyn 
Attitude’ allowed us to bounce back 
quickly and our city was open for 
business Monday morning.

“However, there is still a lot of work 
to be done to recover from Hurricane 
Irene. In Brooklyn, hundreds of trees 
were knocked down, doing signifi cant 
damage to cars, homes, and infrastruc-
ture, and some Brooklynites remained 
without power. Brooklyn’s low-ly-
ing ‘Zone A’ neighborhoods that were 
evacuated saw signifi cant fl ooding, 
including Sheepshead Bay, Manhat-
tan Beach, Coney Island, Red Hook, 
DUMBO, and Williamsburg. Just yes-
terday, it was discovered that a sec-
tion of the BQE may be unstable as a 
result of storm damage and will need 
urgent repair. The storm even made 
landfall at Coney Island.

“Given these facts, I am absolute-
ly dumbfounded that federal offi cials 
have excluded Kings County from a 
disaster declaration for public assis-
tance. I applaud Governor Cuomo and 
Mayor Bloomberg for requesting this 
help, and hope that FEMA immediate-
ly reverses this dreadful decision and 
includes Brooklyn.”

Trauma And Teshuva With Nefesh, 

September 11

Nefesh International will present a 
professional training entitled “Trauma 
and Teshuva.” This event, co-sponsored 
by the Lander College at Touro in Flat-
bush, the Orthodox Union, and FEGS, 
will feature three outstanding profes-
sionals who will address the topic from 
different perspectives.

Rabbi Dr. Dovid Fox is a clinical and 
forensic psychologist and professor in 
Los Angeles, rav of the hashkamah min-
yan at the Young Israel of Hancock Park, 
and a visiting dayan of the beis din, Rab-
banut Yerushalayim. His presentation 
will offer an in-depth look at signifi cant 
trauma throughout Jewish history, with 
its accompanying supplication, distress, 
and anger issues as they correlate to re-
ligious and spiritual struggles.

Dr. David Pelcovitz, Straus Professor 
of Psychology and Education, Azrieli 
Graduate School, Yeshiva University, is 
chairing this program and will present 
on the idea of resilience in the face of 
trauma.

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, execu-
tive vice president, emeritus of the Or-
thodox Union, will focus on the way 
traumatic events affect us, some more 
than others. He will address the issue 
of helping others who are traumatized, 
when the “helpers” have themselves 
been traumatized by the same occur-
rence, and he will respond to the issue 
of teshuvah: does trauma facilitate or 
impede it?

Registration will take place at 8:30 
a.m. and the program will end at 1:00 
p.m. Many thanks to Pomegranate for 
graciously sponsoring breakfast. 

Human Care Services Honors 

Legislative Friends At Annual 

BBQ

This Wednesday, Human Care Ser-
vices for Families and Children, Inc. 
celebrated its second annual legis-
lative barbecue. The gala event took 
place on the rooftop of Human Care 

Service’s executive offi ces and was ca-
tered by the renowned Chef-ah cater-
ers. Many leading state and city of-
fi cials attended and spoke with the 
crowd, honoring Human Care Services 
for its 14 years of service to the com-
munity.

Human Care Services proudly pre-
sented State Assemblyman Felix Or-
tiz with the Human Care Appreciation 
Award in gratitude for his hard work 
on their behalf. Senator Ortiz said, 
“When I fi rst visited the Human Care 
Services residential home in my dis-
trict, I was struck by the positive en-
ergy and warmth of the individuals 
who worked there. Human Care Ser-
vices is very different from other orga-
nizations because it provides a sense 
of independence to the residents that 
reside in their homes and the individ-
uals who visit their day programs. The 
quality of life for any individual with 
disabilities who works with Human 
Care Services is incredibly high. I wish 
that more organizations ran their res-
idential homes in a similar manner—
one of love, service, and caring.”

State Senator Eric Adams received 
the Legislator of the Year Award. He 
praised Human Care Services, saying, 
“A community is judged by how the 
children in that community are far-
ing. If we cannot say that the chil-
dren are fi ne, then the community has 
failed. At Human Care Services, I can 
honestly say that the children are do-
ing well.”

State Assemblyman Dov Hikind 
spoke at the event, praising Human 
Care services for the work they do 

on behalf of children in need. In ad-
dition, Director of Brooklyn DDSO 
Donna Limiti received a “People First” 
Leadership Award in recognition of 
her dedication to individuals with 
special needs. The entire affair was 
aired live by the Zev Brenner show at 
620 AM.

Human Care Services for Families 
and Children, Inc. is a not-for-profi t 
organization that provides services to 
individuals with special needs. These 
services, such as group homes, yeshi-
va/seminary programs, respite, behav-
ior management, community habilita-
tion, and others, are vital to the people 
they serve. The annual legislative bar-
becue lets state and city leaders know 
how much their work on the organiza-
tion’s behalf is appreciated. 

Hebron In Brooklyn, September 13

Several events are scheduled to take 
place in Brooklyn to support Hebron on 
September 13 at 9:00 p.m. at the home 
of Yakov and Robin Ticker, 1552 E. 35th 
Street. Yisroel Bramson, executive direc-
tor of Hachnosas Orchim Hebron, will 
be speaking. 

“Chevron Hospitality” is engaged all 
year long in charitable works at the 
Tomb of the Patriarchs, in Chevron in 
particular, and in the Kiryat Arba area 
in general. Every day lunch is served, 
free of charge, at the Tomb of the Patri-
archs, to anyone hungry. Every Shabbat 
three Shabbat meals are served, for free, 
to whomever is hungry at the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs. Some participants are 
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rent@perrental.com

NEW!
Great deals

for all
hotels in

Israel!

guests with no place to eat, 
and some are needy local resi-
dents. Additionally, on average, 
every Shabbat they host about 
150 people, including meals, 
at cost. From time to time, 
they prepare bar and bat mitz-
vahs for children whose par-
ents cannot cover the expense, 
and they would like to expand 
their operations in this realm.

They cook for families in 
need, for example where the 
mother is ill, for single-parent 
homes, children with illness-
es, the poor, etc. They cook 
for weddings, britot, and oth-
er joyous occasions, for any-
one interested in holding their 
simcha at Me’arat HaMachpe-
la in Chevron, and all this at 
rock-bottom prices. On Shab-
bat Chayei Sarah, they cook 
for and feed thousands of peo-
ple staying in Chevron, for free 
or at a nominal fee. Likewise, 
they hold a kiddush for 10,000 
people.

However, the kitchen they 
work out of today, in the Avra-
ham Avinu Neighborhood in 
Chevron, is very small (20 sq. 
m.), very crowded, and does not 
meet the basic standards of the 
Health Ministry, such that we 
cannot continue using it.

For quite a long while now, 
Kiryat Arba Chevron has need-

Community News
Continued from Page 83
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ed a modern, new, institutional kitchen 
that can supply hundreds to thousands 
of meals per day, something that could 
help other institutions in the area. Af-
ter searching for a long time, they have 
found a 200 sq. m. structure in Kiry-
at Arba, in an excellent, convenient lo-
cation, where they can set up an insti-
tutional kitchen to serve all the needs 
mentioned above. This kitchen would 
meet Health Ministry standards, allow 
them to produce many meals much 
more quickly, be convenient for both 
the workers and needy families, render 
producing and cooking the meals signif-
icantly less expensive, and allow them 
to lower prices and increase the quanti-
ty of events, attracting a larger commu-
nity of Jews to bond with the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs and Chevron. They could 
increase charitable works for families 
in need, provide a livelihood to ten lo-
cal families, serve the armed forces as 
well, who in the past have approached 
them seeking to purchase ready meals 
since they had encountered diffi culties 
in this sphere, and to cook hot meals 
at cost for pupils who have a long day 
but are not recognized by the Educa-
tion Ministry.

For more information about this Ma-
rine Park event call 718-338-3822 or 718-
510-2364. If you would like to arrange 
to have Yisroel Bramson speak in your 
shul or for a private meeting, call 718-
377-8016. 

Katzele And Hikind On Behalf Of 

Mesharim Talmud Torah Network, 

September 18

On Sunday, September 18, 10:00 a.m. 
at the home of Marcus and Sara Lehm-
ann, 1816 Avenue K (between East 18th 
Street and East 19th Street) in Brooklyn, 
Knesset Member Yaacov Katz (Katzele) 
will address the current crisis in Israel 
and the Middle East and Assemblyman 
Dov Hikind will make remarks on be-
half of the Mesharim Talmud Torah Net-
work, a network of yeshivas established 
after the expulsion from Gush Katif

Mesharim is a young, dynamic or-
ganization. Now in its fi fth year, they 
are running eight schools after start-
ing with two in their pilot year. The 
schools are located in Tiberias, Nahari-
ya, Afula, Kiryat Ekron (near Rehovot), 
Ashdod, Hebron. and Natzeret Ilit (ye-
shiva high school). To learn more, vis-
it www.mesharim.org. Tax-deductible 
checks may be sent to YACHDAV Inc, 
c/o David Greenbaum, 819 Caffrey Ave-
nue, Far Rockaway, New York 11691. 

WHAT’S 
YOUR 

OPINION?
E-MAIL US AT

editor@5TJT.com
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Honoring Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook
B Y  R A V  M O S H E  Z U R I E L

Rabbi Avraham Kook was a true ge-
nius. The literary heritage that he left 
us is prodigious—tens of volumes have 
already been published and tens of oth-
ers remain in manuscript form. These 
cover every fi eld of Torah study: hal-
achah, aggadah, Jewish philosophy, 
Kabbalah, Talmudic dialectics, Mi-
drashic homilies, Mussar works, re-
sponsa, delicate poetry, and abstruse 
investigative thought. His mental vigor 
and constant activity gave him aston-
ishing mastery in any intellectual en-
deavor that he undertook.

Although his paternal grandfather 
was a Misnaged, his maternal grand-
father was a chasid of the famous 
Tzemach Tzedek of Lubavitch. This 
double capacity bequeathed wide rang-
ing capacities—clear-headed thought 
alongside powerful emotions. Being 
granted a pure unselfi sh soul, and also 
a very articulate literary ability, we had 
here a perfect candidate to be the Chief 

Rabbi of the Jewish community, as he 
was between 1921 and 1935.

During his youth, he learned in the 
world-famous Yeshiva of Wolozhin, un-
der the tutelage of the Netziv (Rabbi 
Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin). It was there 
that he picked up his wide-embracing 
theorem that it is forbidden to split 
the Jewish nation into “camps” (see his 
work Ma’amarei Re’iya, page 76). Unity 
is, or should be, our hallmark. We can 
be certain that this approach was incul-
cated by his mentor, the Netziv (She’elot 
U’tshuvot Meshiv Davar, responsum 44 
p. 53).

As a young student in Yeshivas 
Wolozhin, Rabbi Kook habitually wore 
tefi llin all day (as he did for the rest 
of his life). One of the lecturers there 
complained to the rosh yeshiva (the 
Netziv) that this was objectionable os-
tentation. The Netziv rejoined that the 
lad (he was then less than 20 years old) 
was a tzaddik. The objector answered 
that there were many other tzaddi-
kim in Wolozhin, yet they didn’t do so. 

The Netziv answered, “But he always 
does Chassidus.” Again the objector re-
plied, “We have here several students 
who are Chassidic, yet they feel wear-
ing tefi llin publicly is improper.” Once 
again the Netziv answered, “But he is 
a Kadosh.” Here the objector assented. 
“You are right. He is the one and only 
(of the 400 students then in the yeshi-
va) that can be so categorized. So it is 
proper that he be the one and only.” 
(This story was told by Rabbi Meir Bar-
Ilan, the son of the Netziv). A childhood 
companion of Rabbi Kook testifi es that 
when he learned mishmar night chevru-
sa with Rabbi Kook who was then aged 
13, each night Rav Kook made a break at 
midnight, took off his shoes, and sat on 
the fl oor, weeping and mourning the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Tem-
ple. (Recorded by Rabbi Maimon in his 
biographical work, Azkara).

At the age of 23, Rabbi Kook edited 
a journal called Iturei Sofrim. This was 
to be a literary platform for young au-
thors from all sections of Jewry, Chas-

sidim and Misnagdim, Haskalah and 
ultra-Orthodox, Zionists and non-Zion-
ists. Each was to air his thoughts pub-
licly and all readers were invited to par-
ticipate with their written criticisms 
and suggestions, on all and every prob-
lem current then. This ambitious jour-
nal came out in three numbers (now re-
published in Otzrot Ha-Re’iya). The plan 
involved is admirable.

Rabbi Bar-Ilan notifi es us in his bib-
liographical essay on Rabbi Kook, pub-
lished as the foreword to Hazon Ha-
Geula, that amongst the unpublished 
manuscripts of Rabbi Kook, we have 
Moreh Nevuchim Hadash, a concilia-
tion between Torah and science. Rabbi 
Zvi Yehuda Kook (the rabbi’s son) tells 
us that his father wrote a dictionary of 
Kabbalistic terms, arranged alphabeti-
cally, which is still in manuscript form.

Before Rabbi Kook reached the age 
of 40, he made aliyah. He was invited 
to be the rabbi of Yafo. This was then 
a very small town with only a hundred 
or so families, amongst them many lib-
erals and Maskilim. At that time there 
was a great rift between the ultra-Ortho-
dox in Jerusalem (“the old Yishuv” who 
looked askance at the infl ux of the new 
immigrants who were religiously lax; 
some of them were out and out apos-
tates. Rabbi Kook, with his characteris-
tic love for all, had no qualms and did 
his best to reach out to them. We have 
in his collection of letters (volume 1, p. 
362, volume 2, p. 222) correspondence 
between Rav Kook and Eliezer ben-Ye-
huda, written with dignity. At that pe-
riod (prior to World War I) Rabbi Kook 
went on a three week round of the irre-
ligious kibbutzim in the Gallil area, at-
tempting to reach even those who had 
never encountered an Orthodox rabbi 
and therefore suffered delusions con-
cerning our faith. At that time there 
were no automobiles or paved roads. 
The trip was done by horse and wagon. 
The journey from Yafo to Haifa itself 
took fi ve days! The story of the travel-
ogue is given in detail by Frankel (Sinai 
Jubilee Edition, Ellul 1985, page 16).

Rabbi Kook put out an important 
handbook for the repentant called Orot 
HaTeshuva. This has been republished 
many times and is popular for study 
during the Aseres Yimei Teshuvah. Rav 
Kook was such a prolifi c writer that ac-
cording to one historian’s calculation, 
if we count the responsa that he wrote 
and correspondence (whether pub-
lished or as yet unpublished) we have 
over a period of 40 prolifi c years an av-
erage of seven items a day. For a man 
as busy with public matters as Rabbi 
Kook, this is certainly an astonishing 
fi gure.

Rabbi Neryia, who personally studied 
with Rabbi Kook, tells that from writ-
ing so many hours and constantly, Rab-
bi Kook’s hand fatigued and cramped. 
Nevertheless he trained his left hand to 
be able to substitute, fl ipped the pen to 
his left hand, and did not interrupt his 
writing and stream of thought.

Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer (rosh ye-
shiva of Yeshivas Etz Haim) says that 
Rabbi Kook had a photographic mem-
ory. He could easily quote at random 
any passage in the Gemara, Tosfos, and 
Rambam just as if he had studied it that 
day. When the son of the Gerer Rebbe, 
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Shabbos Pinstripes
Halachic Musings

B Y  R A B B I  Y A I R  H O F F M A N

Her name is Suzyn Waldman and 
she is a sportscaster for WCBS for 
the New York Yankees. More specifi -
cally, she is a color-commentator for 
John Sterling. A color commentator is 
someone who does the chitchat in be-
tween the play-by-play. John Sterling 
does the play-by-play; Suzyn Waldman 
does the chitchat. Among other things, 
she is known as the person who made 
shalom between former manager Yogi 
Berra and owner George Steinbrenner 
after a 14- year war—no easy feat.

Suzyn Waldman also happens to be 
Jewish. So what is the issue? A motza-
ei Shabbos Yankees game is scheduled 
to be broadcast from Angel Stadium in 
Anaheim, California this week. While 
on the East Coast it will be motza-
ei Shabbos at game time, on the West 
Coast it will still be Shabbos.

May frum people listen to the mot-
zaei Shabbos game if one of the broad-
casters is Jewish and is broadcasting 
on Shabbos?

Maaseh Shabbos

The halachic issue under discussion 
is called “maaseh Shabbos.” What fol-
lows is an overview of the underlying 
issues, with a play-by-play analysis of 
how it would apply regarding Suzyn 
Waldman. Then we will go back and 
come to a conclusion.

The Gemara in Kesubos (34a) cites 
an argument concerning the status 
of something that was made or im-
proved upon in violation of the Shab-
bos. The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 318:1) 
rules that if any biblical prohibition 
was violated on Shabbos, it is forbid-
den to benefi t from the item. If it was 
done purposefully, it is forever for-
bidden to the person who did the vi-
olation. Others, however, may benefi t 
from the item immediately upon mot-
zaei Shabbos.

This is, in a nutshell, the position of 
Rabbi Yoseph Karo, as set forth in the 
Shulchan Aruch.

So far it seems like good news for 
Yankees fans. The Shulchan Aruch 
rules that although it is forever for-
bidden for the willful violator, others 
may benefi t on Saturday night. The 
game may be heard.

To understand the issue in greater 
depth, however, we need some back-
ground information.

Difference Between Gentile Or 

Jew Doing Melachah

This ruling deals with the law of 
whether a Jew may benefi t from ac-
tion done by a Jew. It is actually much 
more lenient than in regard to when 
things are done on Shabbos for a Jew 
by a gentile.

If a gentile did something on Shab-
bos for a Jew one must wait the time 
it would have taken for him to have 
done it on motzaei Shabbos before 

one benefi ts. This is called waiting “bi-
chdei sheya’asu”—the amount of time 
that it would take to do it.

Why is it more lenient if a Jew did 
the melachah?

The Mishnah Berurah gives two ex-
planations—that of the Taz and that 
of the Magen Avraham. According to 
the TaZ, a person will not come to 
tell a fellow Jew to once again vio-
late Shabbos—whereas he may come 
to tell a gentile. According to the Ma-
gen Avraham, the Jew will not end up 
doing it for him or listening, because 
a person does not sin unless he him-
self gains benefi t. When people steal, 
for example, they keep the money for 
themselves—they don’t steal and put 
it in someone else’s bank account for 
the other person.

Why do we mention these two rea-
sons? Because many poskim hold that 
the whole discussion of the Shulchan 
Aruch here about it being permitted 
on Saturday night for a Jew refers only 
to an observant Jew who violated the 
Shabbos; but if it was an unobservant 
Jew, there may still be a requirement 
to wait some time on Saturday night 
(bichdei sheya’asu)!

Uh-oh. This would be bad news for 
the Yankees fans.

Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank (Har Tzvi, O.C. 
183), in fact, rules this way—that one 
does have to wait on Saturday night 
the amount of time it would have tak-
en to perform the melachah when the 
violator was, in fact, non-religious. 
More bad news for the Yankees fans.

Other poskim, however, do not rule 
this way (Dayan Weiss, for example). 

Some express some doubt on the is-
sue (See PMG MZ 318:5:6). Good news 
for the Yankees fans.

With this issue, we may come up 
with what would seem to be a rath-
er bizarre halachah. At least accord-
ing to Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank, zt’l, a 
non-observant Jew must wait bichdei 
sheya’asu on Saturday night because 
of a concern that he may tell the Jew 
to do it, but an observant Jew would 
not have to wait. Although most pos-
kim might hold that once Chazal did 
not enact a prohibition on a Jew to 
wait some time on Saturday night, 
they did not distinguish between dif-
ferent types of Jews (“lo plug Rabban-
an”), this is perhaps the only time 
when a halachah might actually be 
more stringent for someone who is 
less stringent.

What Is Meant By “For Others?”

There is another issue, however. The 
Magen Avraham limits the leniency of 
“for others.” The Shulchan Aruch writes 
that “for others” it is permitted imme-
diately upon Saturday night. The Magen 
Avraham writes that this is just “regular” 
others. If it was done specifi cally for oth-
ers—then that is also forbidden. In other 
words, if the Jew did it for other people 
specifi cally, the Magen Avraham forbids 
this. It is only permitted for other peo-
ple whom the violator did not specifi cal-
ly do it for.

Uh-oh. More bad news for the Yankees 
fans. Why? Because Suzyn Waldman is 
doing it for the listeners.



895 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          September 9, 2011

LANDER
COLLEGE
WOMEN
A PLACE TO 
BE INSPIRED

for

Academic Excellence 

with Torah Values

Learn more about us at our

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH
FROM 1:00PM - 4:00PM

For more information or to RSVP, please contact: 
Sarah Klugmann at 212-520-4263 or lcw.info@touro.edu

OPEN HOUSE

Touro College is an equal opportunity institution.

LANDER COLLEGE 
FOR WOMEN

The Anna Ruth and Mark Hasten School

A Division of Touro College

227 West 60th Street
New York, NY 10023

Does The Mishnah Berurah 

Disagree?

What is interesting, however, and the 
point of this article, is that the Mishnah 
Berurah does not cite the Magen Avra-
ham. If ever there was a Magen Avraham 
to cite, it would be this one. The fact that 
he doesn’t indicates that he disagrees 
with it and holds that all others may 
benefi t from it on Saturday night—even 
those for whom it was specifi cally done.

So this is the question that we must 
ask our own rav or posek: Does the fact 
that the Mishnah Berurah doesn’t quote 
this Magen Avraham indicate that he 
holds that for all others—even those 
whom it was specifi cally done for—it 
is permitted? This is certainly the im-
pression one gets from just learning the 
Mishnah Berurah.

This issue, by the way, is a very perti-
nent one. It deals with whether we may 
ever benefi t from something done for us 
by another Jew on Shabbos.

Biblical Versus Rabbinical

Another issue regarding our case is 
whether it also applies to a case of a rab-
binic violation of Shabbos rather than 
a Biblical violation. The Chofetz Chaim 
(Biur Halachah “HaMevashel”) that even 
according to the Shulchan Aruch one 
may benefi t from a rabbinic violation 
done beshogeg, not on purpose. The im-
plication, of course, is that one may not 
benefi t if it was done on purpose—but 
are there parameters? The Magen Avra-
ham (505:14) writes that it is permitted 
only when there is no other alternative. 
The Nishmas Adam on the Chayei Adam 
(9:9) rules that one may benefi t from it 
on Saturday night.

Applying the Magen Avraham to our 
case would not allow a person to hear 
Suzyn Waldman, but may allow for hear-
ing the game on another station. It seems 
that Ms. Waldman is a color anchor only 
for WCBS News, but there are other sta-
tions that occasionally or regularly carry 
Yankees games. If there is no other sta-
tion, then even according to the Magen 
Avraham things would be good. Accord-
ing to the Nishmas Adam, it would not 
seem to be a problem.

Whenever There Is A Doubt

Another reason to be lenient is a 
concept cited by the Mishnah Berurah 
(318:46). Whenever there is a doubt or 
an argument concerning maaseh Shab-
bos, one may be lenient. Rav Elyashiv (in 
Kovetz Teshuvos Vol. II:24) rules in this 
manner as well.

What is the doubt in our case here? 
The issue revolves around the exact vi-
olation of broadcasting. While the Cha-
zon Ish rules that the use of electricity in-
volves the Biblical prohibition of boneh 
(building on Shabbos), by no means is 
this universally accepted. Most poskim 
treat electricity and microphones as pro-
hibited, but it is unclear whether it is a 
rabbinic violation or a Biblical violation, 
and there is a debate as to what the pro-
hibition is. That being the case, it can 
defi nitely be argued that maaseh Shab-
bos in this instance would be permitted.

Nature Of The Change

Finally, one last thought. If there is 
no change brought about to a physical 
item, many poskim permit benefi tting 
from maaseh Shabbos. If it is beshogeg, 
they permit its use on that Shabbos. If 

it was bemeizid (intentional) they permit 
its use on Saturday night. For example, if 
someone carried a key on Shabbos in vi-
olation of halachah, and that key would 
have been accessible anyway, one may 
use it to open the door (see Rambam 
Shabbos 6:24 and Nishmas Adam #9).

(Some would argue that there is no ac-
tual benefi t received from a color com-
mentator either, since there is no play-
by-play discussion.) In conclusion, in 
light of the issues discussed above, it 
would seem that one may listen to her 
broadcast. But in the event that one par-
ticularly enjoys her comments, it should 
be avoided.

This entire discussion, of course, does 
not deal with the issue of bitul Torah. 
One would clearly be better off learn-
ing Torah with one’s children during 
this time and having a melaveh malkah. 
Perhaps a discussion about the halachic 
repercussions of listening to a Yankees 
game—with a twist to it—would be a 
more appropriate activity. 

The author can be reached at yairhoffman2@
gmail.com. An earlier version of this article was 
published at VIN News.

Embracing Courage

At a reception for Glenn Beck at the Bible Lands Museum (L–R): Jerusalem resi-
dent Harvey Shwartz, Dr. Joseph Frager, Odeleya Jacobs, Republican Senator Mike 
Lee of Utah, and Dr. Paul Brody. Frager, Jacobs, and Brody are founding members of 
the World Committee for the Land of Israel who had earlier brought Glenn Beck to 
the Knesset. Beck, who held four pro-Israel rallies August 21–24, proclaimed, “In Isra-
el, there is more courage in one square mile than in all of Europe, and there is more 
courage in one Israeli soldier than in the combined and cold hearts of every bureau-
crat in the United Nations.” 
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Top 10 Reasons 
To Vote This Tuesday
B Y  R I C H A R D  A L T A B E

I am grateful for the positive re-
sponse to my recent article exhorting 
my friends and neighbors to be sure to 
vote this Tuesday, September 13, for Phil 
Goldfeder for Assembly. Dozens of com-
munity members have already joined 
the effort to elect one of our own to 
the NYS Assembly and we hope that in 
these fi nal days leading up to Tuesday, 
every registered voter (Republican or 
Democrat) turns out at the polls to cast 
their vote.

This week, I hope to summarize the 
top ten reasons to show up this Tuesday 
at the polls to cast your vote:

10. It takes ten minutes and costs no 
money. Unlike every other appeal in 
this community, voting is absolutely 
free and is not time consuming (unless 
you wait until the fi nal hour to vote). 
Though the polls are open 6:00 a.m.–
9:00 p.m., during the middle of the day 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. the lines are very short, enabling 
you to perform your civic duty with 
minimal effort.

This year we are offering free babysit-
ting to women with young children at 
the Young Israel of Far Rockaway and 
we will have volunteers available 3:30–
7:00 p.m. to watch your child.

9. We are offering free rides to the polls 
throughout the day. If you need a lift to 
the polls during the day, please call 347-

766-3674 or e-mail me ASAP at raltabe@
yahoo.com. During the afternoon rush 
hour (5:00–7:00 p.m.) we will have cars 
awaiting commuters at the A train in 
Far Rockaway and the LIRR in Inwood 
to drive voters directly to the polls.

8. If you vote before 3:00 p.m. you will 
avoid having to be disturbed during your 
dinner hour by phone calls asking you 
to vote. We are planning a massive vol-
unteer effort to have every household 
called because we cannot afford to lose 
even one vote this Tuesday.

7. We are putting out this massive Get 
Out the Vote Effort because we believe 
this election is extremely close and that 
your vote really counts and your vote 
will make the difference between win-
ning and losing. We say this because 
we know that other areas of the dis-
trict have deep ties to Phil’s opponent. 
In past years, the Orthodox vote in As-
sembly elections was at best 10 percent 
of the overall vote total. Phil’s Ortho-
dox Jewish turnout needs to be closer 
to 20 percent of the overall vote total 
for him to be able to win this election. 
That means we need everyone, and ev-
eryone includes you!

6. Phil Goldfeder’s opponent, Jane 
Deacy, has absolutely no knowledge of 
our community and will never be able 
to represent our needs in Albany as well 
as Phil could. She has not even cam-
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paigned in our neighborhood. Unlike 
Phil Goldfeder, who has made a con-
certed effort to meet and greet every 
Rockaway resident, Jane Deacy has 
made no outreach or any effort to cam-
paign here. By ignoring our communi-
ty during the election, Ms. Deacy clear-
ly hopes to catch us all asleep. She truly 
believes that you will stay home be-
cause of the perception she is creating 
that she is not a serious opponent. Ask 
anyone who drives through Belle Har-
bor on their way to the Marine Parkway 
Bridge. Jane’s blue lawn signs are just as 
ubiquitous in Belle Harbor as Phil’s are 
on Reads Lane. Her strategy of ignor-
ing our end of the Rockaways is a sign 
of what is to come if chas v’shalom she 
wins this election.

5. Phil Goldfeder has already demon-
strated that he will fi ght for our concerns 
even before assuming offi ce. Last year 
when dozens of college students were 
stranded by snow at Kennedy Airport 
on their way to Israel through an Aish 
haTorah program, it was Phil who cut 
the red tape and enabled Yanky Brach 
to deliver food to the passengers at the 
El Al terminal. Last week, when van-
dals threatened our neighborhood, it 
was Phil who lobbied the city for extra 
police protection. When Homeland Se-
curity grants were being considered in 
Washington this past year, it was Phil 
who made sure, through the offi ce of 
Senator Schumer, that our local syna-
gogues and yeshivos would be included 
on the list.

4. Phil Goldefeder’s record of public 
service makes him the clear choice to as-
sume the role of Audrey Pheffer as our 
community’s Assemblyman. Phil knows 
the district very well, having worked 
for Councilman James Sanders, May-
or Bloomberg as the Queens liaison in 
the Community Assistance Unit, and 
as an aide to Senator Schumer. He has 
worked for both Democrats and Repub-

licans alike, all in an attempt to best 
serve the needs of our community. He 
has spent his entire professional career 
in public service and locally has been 
recognized by both Achiezer and the JC-
CRP for his tireless efforts on behalf of 
the klal.

3. This election is a historic opportu-
nity for our community. If we are suc-
cessful in propelling Phil Goldfeder to 
victory with a massive turnout, the po-
litical world will stand up and notice. 
Believe it or not, in the 2005 mayoral 
election, our community was third, be-
hind Boro Park and Williamsburg in to-
tal turnout. If our numbers surpass our 

2005 effort, we will become the biggest 
block of Jewish voters in NYC. This will 
mean that future candidates will make 
sure to listen to our needs if they hope 
to earn our support in the future. This 
could result in funding for our yeshivas
and community institutions and insure 
that we receive our fair share of ser-
vices. Also, with one of our own in of-
fi ce, our access to the halls of govern-

ment power will be increased. As one of 
the many community advocates, I can-
not even begin to emphasize how im-
portant it is for us to have access to gov-
ernment.

2. If we fail to vote, we will become ir-
relevant as a community. When Phil was 
fi rst suggested to the party leadership as 
a possible candidate, many in the lead-
ership felt that running Phil was a gam-
ble because outside of the Orthodox 
community he was relatively unknown. 
Cynics who followed our voting pat-
tern the past few years did not believe 
we had the ability to turn out votes as 
we had done in the past. Phil ultimate-

ly was selected to run because we con-
vinced party leadership that we would 
overwhelmingly support our own can-
didate, and they understood that if we 
did, Phil would ultimately win. If, chas
v’shalom, we fail to produce the expect-
ed number of votes, our standing politi-
cally will be irrevocably damaged.

What does political irrelevancy have 
to do with you? Everything! Carolyn 
McCarthy took her Jewish community 
for granted when she supported Pres-
ident Obama’s positions on Israel ini-
tially and only took tougher positions 
when she realized that her Jewish sup-
port was slipping. Bob Turner has not 
used the letter signed by 40 rabbanim
against David Weprin because his polit-
ical analysts have reasoned that he has 
more to lose by printing the letter than 
he has to gain from Orthodox voters in 
Brooklyn who are likely not to vote.

It is easy to become cynical nowa-
days about politics. But failure to par-
ticipate is not an option that works for 
us. Though our numbers are relatively 
small, our power as a voting bloc comes 
from our unity and ability to turn out 
the vote. Once we lose our electoral ad-
vantage we will lose our ability to advo-
cate for our issues (chas v’shalom).

1. How can anyone stay home this Sep-
tember 13? We need every registered 
voter to vote for our community, vote 
for our future, and to vote for our own 
Phil Goldfeder!

I expect to personally greet each of 
you at the polls this Tuesday. If you are 
available to volunteer for this historic 
effort, please contact me at raltabe@ya-
hoo.com as soon as possible. 

Phil ultimately was selected to run because 

we convinced party leadership that we would 

overwhelmingly support our own candidate, 

and they understood that if we did, Phil would 

ultimately win.

Reasons To Vote
Continued from Page 91
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Rav Kook
Continued from Page 86

Reb Avrohom Mordechai, paid a visit in 
Jerusalem, he was fl abbergasted to see 
that Rabbi Kook quoted to him long 
passages of the S’fas Emes by heart.

Rabbi Kook was a tender soul. He 
felt full compassion for all those who 
were suffering. Many a time he emptied 
his pockets of all monies to aid a pau-
per. Once Rabbi Harlap saw him far off, 
treading the sandy dunes of the Yafo ex-
panses. When asked why he didn’t take 
pocket money to hire a wagon, he an-
swered that he did but on the way he 
met a homeless individual and gave 
him all that he had. He didn’t own a 
pocket watch since he pawned it to aid 
others. Once a poor bridegroom came 
to his house begging aid since he was 
dressed in tatters (as was quite preva-
lent in that period under Turkish rule) 
and Rabbi Kook gave him his Shabbos 
frock as a gift. Only when Shabbos ar-
rived and he didn’t change his garb did 
his wife recognize the act. She imme-
diately ascertained the address of that 
young groom and got the frock back. 

Due to this compassionate trait, the 
community members of Yafo arranged 
to give his monthly salary to his wife, 
and not to him. It is told that when 
young impecunious wives brought 
slaughtered chickens that they had pur-
chased to him for kashrus rulings, and 
sometimes due to great yiras Shamayim 
in cases of ritual doubt he took a strin-
gent ruling, he was in the habit of then 
paying the questioner from his pocket 
the purchase price of the chicken.

Rabbi Kook’s house was open to all. 
Some came to receive a legal decision; 
some came to receive a blessing. Some 
came to request a letter of recommen-
dation or a haskamah for a book. Some 
came to see the face of a famous indi-
vidual (The painter Chagall came, so too 
Albert Einstein). Rav Kook arose to pray 
Shacharis with sunrise and he stayed 
awake till midnight to recite Tikkun 
Chatzos. He slept only four hours over a 
24 hour span, according to Rabbi Aryeh 
Levine. Of course he was left no respite 
for private introspection, since each 
visitor thought that he was “the one 
and only.” Seeing Rabbi Kook’s great fa-
tigue, and the fact that many a time he 

skipped his noon-hour dinner (he didn’t 
permit himself to eat and have a visitor 
wait), a family member once posted a 
short notice on the external door to the 
residence “Please don’t knock between 
1-2 p.m.” When Rabbi Kook found out 
about that he immediately made short 
shrift of it. He remonstrated, “Don’t you 
know that I am a servant of the Jewish 
people? I am obligated to them, not to 
myself!” (I was told this by Rabbi Kook’s 
daughter’s brother-in-law, Rabbi Rieger, 
and it is reprinted in the fi nale to letter 
30 in Letters, vol. 1, page 29).

At a later date, when the Leftist lead-
er Arlozoroff was murdered (truly by 
an Arab, as Israel’s fi rst Police Minis-
ter Shitrit attested), due to sharp strife 
against the right wing groups a Jew 
called Stavsky was (falsely) accused of 
the murder. The British wished to bring 
him to trial and to execute him. How-
ever Rabbi Kook spearheaded a commu-
nal front to exonerate Stavsky. The Brit-
ish warned Rabbi Kook that he would 
be charged with contempt of court. 
More so, the Leftists black-painted on 
the walls of his house “woe to the gen-
eration that its high priest (Rabbi Kook 

was a kohein) protects murderers.” 
These wild attacks hurt his sensitivi-
ties. Nevertheless he stood fast against 
accusations from all sides. As he wry-
ly writes, “From those who cannot un-
derstand it is impossible to beware, and 
many times it is not necessary to be-
ware.” (Letters, vol. one, p. 154).

Due to his good connections with 
most of the most prominent rabbis of 
the age (see the collection of letters 
written to him with the most honorary 
salutations heading those letters, in the 
book Iggerot Le’Ri’yah), Rabbi Kook was 
invited to one of the Moetzet Gedolei 
HaTorah of the worldwide Agudas Isra-
el convention in Berlin (1913). However, 
after arriving there, the First World war 
broke out. Rabbi Kook was stranded in 
Europe with no transportation oppor-
tunities to return home. He spent the 
fi rst period in Switzerland. Afterwards 
he was offered a position as synagogue 
rabbi in London. While there, he had a 
most infl uential position that eventu-
ally brought about the Balfour Decla-
ration. Some British assimilated Jews 
(who were lords of Parliament) claimed 
that it was a disloyal act for British cit-
izens to agitate for another political 
homeland. Rabbi Kook used his vast To-
rah knowledge and his earnest tongue 
and pen to counter this mistaken idea. 
After the war, due to his increasing 
fame as a lover of Eretz Yisrael, the ma-
jority of the Jews of Jerusalem request-
ed him to be their rabbi. He arrived to 
fulfi ll this capacity. In 1921 he was elect-
ed unanimously as the fi rst Ashkenazi 
Chief Rabbi of the country.

With the noble and impactful plan of 
rejuvenating the ranks of great talmidei 
chachamim, he founded The Central 
Universal Yeshiva (afterwards renamed 
Merkaz HaRav). He had remarkable ed-
ucational plans. He wished the Talmud 
to be studied broadly (b’kius) and not 
by isolated pilpul. (see Otzrot Re’iyah 
pp. 70-73)

Rabbi Kook led the yishuv during 
the Hebron massacre and the period 
following. At that time the Arab Mufti 
pressured the Jews to relinquish their 
rights to the Kotel Ha-ma’aravi (and 
of course renege all rights to the Holy 
Mount). The Mufti uttered threats that 
much Jewish blood would be spilt if 
this declaration would not be forth-
coming. All heads of the contemporary 
Zionist Movement pressured Rabbi 
Kook to make the necessary commit-
ment. However despite the fact that 
he would cry at even a wound of one 
individual suffering, he could not al-
low himself to abandon any part of the 
Holy Country, much more so Jerusalem, 
much more so the Holy Mount. His son, 
Rav Zvi Yehuda, tells us that his saint-
ed father lost health, but stood fi rm. 
Even when asked after the Hebron riots 
if he did not regret his decision, he an-
swered, “The land is not ours to waive. 
It belongs to G-d and it is He that deliv-
ered it to us. We are not legally empow-
ered to forfeit it.”

Rabbi Kook went up to join the an-
gels in Heaven on the 3rd of Elul, a full 
16 years after his second aliyah to Isra-
el to become the Rabbi of Jerusalem. 

The Five Towns Jewish Times will continue 
to honor Rav Kook’s Elul yahrzeit in upcoming 
issues with letters of correspondence between 
Rav Kook and other gedolei Yisrael.
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PEPPER
TUNA ROLL
$549

EA

MEXICAN
ROLL

(SPICY TUNA, SALMON, TOBIKO, 
SCALLION, AVOCADO)

$1049
EA

Valid Through 9/11/11 - 9/16/11

STORE HOURS:
Sunday
Monday & Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

7am-8pm
7am-9pm
7am-10pm
7am-12midnight
7am-5:00pm

SUGAR SWEET
CANTALOUPES

2/$4
EUROPEAN SEEDLESS
CUCUMBER

2/$250

SNOW WHITE
CAULIFLOWER

2/$4
SNOW WHITE

MUSHROOMS
8 OZ PKG

$129

GET MORE. PAY LESS

   AT
BRACHS!

AT OUR
APPY COUNTER

PRODUCE

SPECIALS

SEAFOOD APPY COUNTER

BAKERY

SPECIAL

th
e

under one roof

ERRY

5

Y
SUPER A

APPLE
JUICE
64 OZ CONT

2/$3

MISHPACHA

SQUEEZE 
HONEY BEARS 

12 OZ BTL

2/$3

MEAL MART

STUFFED 
CABAGE 

6 LB TRAY

$1999

MANISCHEWITZ
MATZO BALL 

OR MATZO BALL
& SOUP MIX

REGULAR OR LOW SODIUM
5OZ BOX

2/$3

SUPER A
VEGETABLES

32OZ BAG. PEAS, CORN, 
PEAS N’ CARROTS, MIXED

$199

GREEN GIANT
CORN ON THE 
COB NIBBLERS 

6 CT BAG

2/$3

OF TOV

CHICKEN
RINGS

2 LB BAGS

$999

MEAL MART

BEEF
PATTIES

3 LB BOX

$1499

MEAL MART

KUGEL
4 LB TRAY. POTATO, APPLE, 

BROCCOLI, NOODLE

$1699

MEAL MART

MATZO BALLS 
3.75 LB BOX

$1299
OF TOV

CHICKLICIOUS
2 LB BAGS

$999
PHILADELPHIA

SOFT CREAM
CHEESE

ASST 8 OZ CONT 

2/$4

HOMEMAKER
ORANGE

JUICE
64 OZ CONT 

$269

BREAKSTONE
SOUR CREAM

16OZ CONT. ORIGINAL, 1/3 
LESS FAT OR FAT FREE

$199

FRIENDSHIP
COTTAGE 
CHEESE

ASST 16 OZ CONT

2/$5

SABRA
CHUMMUS

10OZ CONT. CLASSIC,
SPICY OR PINENUT

5/$10

REAL KOSHER
CLASSIC 
FRANKS
5 LB BUNDLE

$1699

EMPIRE KOSHER
SMOKED OR WHITE 

TURKEY SLICES
8 OZ CONT

$399

CHOBANI

YOGURT
ASST 6OZ CONT

99¢
AXELROD

COTTAGE 
CHEESE

16 OZ CONT

$199

JUMBO
HONEYDEW
$299

EA

 RED RIPE
PLUM

TOMATOES

99¢LB

CALIFORNIA
ICEBERG
LETTUCE

99¢EA

FARM FRESH

BROCCOLI
2/$3

BEST NEW CROP

MANGOES
99¢EA

ONIONS
2 LB BAG

89¢

FANCY RED OR GREEN 
SEEDLESS 
GRAPES 

$149
LB

U.S. #1 BARTLETT

PEARS
99¢LB

N.Y. STATE MCINTOSH

APPLES
79¢LB

JUMBO RED OR BLACK

PLUMS
$129

LB

FAMILY PACK

SALMON
FILLET 
$999

LB

BUTTER-FLIED 
BROOK 
TROUT
$699

LB

READY-2-BAKE
SALMON
PATTIES
$999

LB

WILD NILE 
PERCH
FILLET 

$899
LB

BREADED
TILAPIA 

$599
LB

SABLE 
PLATE

$749
1/4LB

BLEU 
CHEESE

$399
1/4LB

GOUDA
CHEESE

$249
1/4LB

FETA
CHEESE
$699

LB

BUTTERNUT 
SQUASH 

SOUP
$499

QT

AXELROD

YOGURT
ASST 6 OZ CONT

12/$399

CORN BEEF
DECKLE
$599

LB

SQUARE CUT 
ROAST

$649
LB

HUSH PUPPIES
$199

EA

STUFFED 
CAPON
$499

EA

BBQ WINGS
$399

LB

YEMENITE 
SOUP 

$399
QT

GRILLED CORN 
SALAD

$299
LB

FAMILY PACK

RIB STEAK
$999

LB

GROUND
VEAL

$599
LB

FAMILY PACK

CHICKEN 
BOTTOMS 

$229
LB

FAMILY PACK

GROUND
CHUCK 
$349

LB

VEGGIE
HOOP CHEESE
$699

LB

WE SLICE 
CHEESE

WHILE YOU SHOP
OR WAIT...

“PARVE”
PHILLY FLUFF

$499
EA

COKE, SPRITE, 
DR PEPPER OR 

FRESCA
2 LITER BTL 

99¢
BETTY CROCKER

FRUIT BY 
THE FOOT

ASST 4.5OZ PKG

2/$4
MANISCHEWITZ

TAM TAM
CRACKERS
9.6OZ PKG. ORIGINAL, 

EVERYTHING, ONION, GARLIC, 
SESAME

2/$4

OSEM
INSTANT
SOUP MIX

14.1 OZ CONT CONSOMMÉ, ONION, 
VEGETABLE, BEEF

$399

MISHPACHA

HONEY
2 LB BTL

$399

MRS ADLER’S 

GEFILTE
FISH

24OZ JAR. OLD JERUSALEM, 
REGULAR, WHITE N’ PIKE, NO SALT

$299

KEDEM

SPARKLING 
GRAPE JUICE
ASST 25.4 OZ BTL (EXCLUDING 

MERLOT OR ROSE)

$299

GEFEN

CRANBERRY 
SAUCE

16OZ CAN. WHOLE OR JELLIED 

2/$3

GEFEN

APPLE
SAUCE

50 OZ JAR

$299

KEDEM

TEA BISCUIT
4.2OZ PKG.  PLAIN, VANILLA, 

CHOCOLATE, CAPPUCCINO, ORANGE 
(EXCLUDING SUGAR FREE)

2/99¢

BARILLA

PASTA
ASST 12 TO 16OZ PKG

EXCLUDING PLUS 

5/$5

BARILLA

MARINARA 
SAUCE
ASST 24OZ BTL

2/$5

AUQUAFINA

WATER
16.9 OZ BTL 24 PACK

$399

NESTEA

ICED TEA
16.9OZ BTL 12 PACK 

$499

POLAND SPRING

WATER
GALLON JUG 

99¢
MANISCHEWITZ

NOODLES
12 OZ BAG

99¢

GENERAL MILLS 
CHEERIOS OR 

GOLDEN GRAHAMS
8.9 TO 12OZ PKG

2/$4
KELLOGG’S
EGGO OR

CINNABON CEREAL 
9.4 TO 12 OZ PKG

2/$5

MAXWELL HOUSE
OR SANKA

INSTANT COFFEE
8 OZ BTL

$499

WACKY MAC
MACARONI
& CHEESE

5.5 OZ BOX

89¢
HUNT’S

BBQ SAUCE
21.6OZ BTL. ORIGINAL, 

HONEY, HICKORY 

99¢

SUPER SPECIAL
SEASON SKINLESS &

BONELESS OR CLUB SARDINES
4.375 OZ CANS IN OIL, WATER OR TOMATO SAUCE

99¢

SUPER A

ICE
CREAM
ASST 56 OZ CONT

2/$5
HAAGEN DAZS 

ICE CREAM
5 – 6 PACK. CONES OR

SNACK BARS

$399
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