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A Heavenly Fax
It was a pretty, though still 

rather austere and sanitary, 
hospital room. As I sat there 
and looked around, I told 
myself that this was a private, 
introspective moment and 
not necessarily something to 
write about this week or any-
time soon.

But then one of my daughter-
in-law’s friends in the hospital 
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Danish Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt reacts after the funeral ceremony of shooting victim Dan Uzan, 

who was shot during an attack in a synagogue in Copenhagen on Saturday. See Pages 71 & 97
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PARKING LOTS 

AND HALACHAH
Halachic Musings

BY RABBI  YAIR HOFFMAN

Everyone in the Five Towns 
knows about it and, at times, 
many dread it. It is known unoffi -
cially as the Gourmet Glatt park-
ing lot, but it is actually a munic-
ipal lot with metered parking. In 
this article we will discuss some 
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POLL EXPOSED
B Y  M O S H E  P H I L L I P S 
A N D  B E N Y A M I N  K O R N

Viewers of CNN this week 
were informed by anchor Erin 
Burnett of what she called “a 
historically momentous event”: 
84% of American Jews support 
President Obama’s position on 
a nuclear deal with Iran, Bur-
nett declared.

B Y  L A R R Y  G O R D O N

It’s Not Black 
And White

Even though it rarely seems 
like it anymore, we live in a 
country that features a gov-
ernment for the people and by 
the people of this great land of 
ours. That’s right—government 
offi cials, from Barack Obama 
downward, work for us, the 

The Interface 
of קללה and ברכה

B Y  R A V  A R Y E H  Z . 
G I N Z B E R G
CHOFETZ CHAIM TORAH CENTER

An adam gadol once com-
mented that most people per-
ceive that everything in this 
world is divided into two con-
fl icting realities: b’rachah or 
k’lalah (blessings or curses). 
Chazal, however, teach us 
differently. Often b’rachah

and k’lalah dovetail into one 
entity.

The greatest b’rachah of all 
in this world is the b’rachah of 
geshem (rain), for without it, 
the world would cease to exist. 
Yet it most often comes with 
challenges. We spend a great 
deal of money to tar and insu-
late our roofs and waterproof 

Continued on Page 98
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Above, at the Yeshiva Gedolah of the Five Towns annual dinner on February 10, 

Guest of Honor Yehuda Biber with his son Aharon, R’ Moshe Zev Katzenstein, 

R’ Yitzchok Knobel, Motti Fox, Adam Goller, and Baruch Moskowitz. See Page 82

Danish PM Mourns For Jewish Guard

FEBRUARY 20, 20151פרשת תרומה ADAR 5775VOL. 15 NO. 21WWW.5TJT.COM$1.00

Serving Nassau County, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Bronx, and Staten Island

February 20 – 5:17 PM
February 27 – 5:25 PM
See Luach, Page 14

See Page 89



2 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES



35 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          February 20, 2015



4 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES



55 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          February 20, 2015



6 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES



75 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          February 20, 2015



8 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES

Aliyah Chronicle

Shmuel Katz 58

Business Halacha

R’ Meir Orlian 51

Classified Ads 92

A Clever Title Goes Here

Mordechai Schmutter 28

Community News

Around The Five Towns 74
Around The World 56

Dating Forum

Baila Sebrow 44

The Dish

Elke Probkevitz 55

Insights on the Torah

Five Towns Marriage Initiative 24
R’ Yanki Tauber 46
R’ Yossy Goldman 50
The Famous Abba 61

Letters to the Editor 102

Luach/Calendar 14

Machberes

R’ Gershon Tannenbaum 52

MindBiz

Esther Mann, LCSW 42

Mother’s Musings

Phyllis J. Lubin 49

News from the Hills

Chanita Teitz 34

Puzzle

Yoni Glatt 
Sarah Herman 60

Real Estate

Anessa V. Cohen 48

Sports Center

Judah Rhine 31

That’s The Way It Is!

Hannah Reich Berman 40

Travel Section 68

FEATURES

Look for the next 
issue of the 5TJT 

on newsstands
Thursday, 

February 26



95 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          February 20, 2015



10 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES

But the claim is a fraud.
Burnett was interviewing Israeli cab-

inet minister Naftali Bennett, who 
argued that the weak terms President 
Obama is proposing to Iran will leave 
Teheran with the capability to develop 
nuclear weapons in a short time. So 
Burnett swooped in with what she 
undoubtedly thought would be a “got-
cha” moment.

Burnett said she was “fascinated” to 
learn that “Israeli Jews and American 
Jews do not seem to see things the same 
way” on Iran. Her proof: “The infl uential 
Jewish lobbying group J  Street”—note 
the absence of any acknowledgment 
that J Street is a strident left-wing oppo-
nent of the Israeli government—carried 
out a poll that asked American Jews “if 
they supported a nuclear deal with Iran, 
a deal that would allow Iran to enrich 
nuclear material, and 84% of American 
Jews said yes.” This trend, she concluded, 
is “a historically momentous event.”

“Allow Iran to enrich nuclear mate-
rial”? Is it possible that 84% of American 

Jews would endorse such a position, 
which sounds as if they are willing to 
risk Iran’s turning that enriched mate-
rial into nuclear weapons?

No, it’s not possible. The number is 
the result of a rigged question, which 
in turn is being manipulated by J Street 
and its supporters—including Erin Bur-
nett—to advance their argument.

The poll was taken three months ago. 
The Iran question was one of numer-
ous questions asked of 800 Jewish vot-
ers leaving the polls after they voted in 
the November 2014 midterm elections.

But before analyzing what the poll 
asked about Iran, there is another 
important aspect to consider. One of 
the fi rst questions asked the respon-
dent to name two issues that were “the 
most important for you in deciding 
your vote for Congress today.” Fourteen 
foreign and domestic issues were listed. 
Iran came in dead last. What percentage 
of these Jewish voters considered Iran 
to be even one of their two top issues? 
Zero. Not one person chose it.

If Iran was not a major issue of con-
cern to the respondents, it also means 
that many of the respondents are prob-

ably not very well-informed on the 
details of the issue. After all, you don’t 
read up in detail on issues that are not 
important to you. In other words, the 
people J  Street was asking about Iran 
were the ones who likely knew the least 
about what they were being asked.

By way of comparison, consider the 
response to questions about the 2014 
Gaza war. The poll asked: “How closely 
did you follow the news about the mili-
tary confl ict between Israel and Hamas 
this summer?” And 82% said they fol-
lowed it “very closely” or “somewhat 
closely.” These well-informed voters 
were then asked whether they approved 
or disapproved of “Israel’s military 
action, known as Operation Protec-
tive Edge, that took place in Gaza this 
summer.” In response, 80% said they 
strongly or somewhat approved. There 
was a direct correlation between being 
well-informed and supporting Israel’s 
position.

Now back to Iran.
The poll asked respondents if they 

had heard of the “fi rst-step agreement 
with Iran to limit Iran’s nuclear program 
in exchange for modest relief from sanc-

tions.” Only 16% had heard “a great deal 
of information” about it. Another 48% 
said they heard “some information.” Of 
course, “some” could mean almost any-
thing.

From there, the pollster went straight 
into fantasyland. Instead of asking if 
the respondent knew anything about 
the terms that the Obama adminis-
tration is now proposing to Iran, they 
asked about an imaginary agreement 
that J Street concocted:

”Now, imagine that the U.S., Britain, 
Germany, France, China, Russia, and 
Iran reach a fi nal agreement which 
restricts Iran’s enrichment of uranium 
to levels that are suitable for civilian 
energy purposes only, and places full-
time international inspectors at Ira-
nian nuclear facilities to make sure that 
Iran is not developing nuclear weap-
ons. Under this agreement, the United 
States and our allies will reduce sanc-
tions on Iran as Iran meets the com-
pliance benchmarks of the agreement. 
Would you support or oppose this 
agreement?”

Get it? What J  Street offered the 
respondents was an agreement that 
would be so wonderful that Israel 
would support it as much as the 
Obama administration. Iranian would 
use its uranium for “civilian pur-
poses only.” There would be inspec-
tors (full-time!) “to make sure” they 
would never develop nuclear weap-
ons. In short, the Free World would 
get everything it wants without hav-
ing to do anything except gradually 
reduce sanctions. 

Well, of course most American Jews 
would support that. In fact, it’s sur-
prising that the numbers were not 
even larger than the 32% “strongly sup-
port” and 52% “somewhat support” that 
J Street was able to gin up.

J  Street’s tweets trumpeting the poll 
results engaged in maximum spin. One 
declared that the poll found “strong 
support for progress made by P5+1.” 
Another announced: “84% of American 
Jewish voters support an Iran agree-
ment along the lines of what the P5+1 is 
reportedly negotiating.”

But of course it was nothing of the 
sort. It was support for J Street’s imag-
inary agreement. In the real world, the 
whole problem is precisely that the 
Obama administration is not insisting 
on terms that would genuinely make 
it impossible for the Iranians to ever 
develop nuclear weapons. Numerous 
news reports indicate that the adminis-
tration is going to let the Iranians keep 
the machinery needed to make weap-
ons, and trust in Teheran’s assurances 
that they won’t make them. That’s the 
whole problem.

Try asking American Jews if they 
would support an agreement that 
leaves Iran in possession of the machin-
ery to manufacture nuclear weapons in 
the future, and see what they say. But 
of course J Street will never ask such a 
question. It has defi ned its role as serv-
ing as a “blocking back” for the Obama 
administration’s Mideast policies, and 
misrepresenting Jewish opinion is a 
crucial part of its strategy. 

Moshe Phillips is president and Benyamin 

Korn is chairman of the Religious Zionists of 

America, Philadelphia, and candidates on the 

Religious Zionist slate (www.VoteTorah.org) in 

the World Zionist Congress elections.

PHONY J STREET
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of the halachic issues that may arise when 
parking in this lot. These issues may also 
come up in the Brach’s parking lot, but as 
a general rule the Brach’s lot has fewer 
halachic implications related to parking, 
as we shall soon see.

First and foremost, one should real-
ize that it is possible to fulfi ll a biblical 
mitzvah when dealing with the Gour-
met Glatt parking lot. How so?

The Trapped Car
Let’s paint the scenario. Say that 

one has parked very near the western 
entrance of the parking lot, near Wash-
ington Avenue. When he or she is ready 

to leave, how long will it take that driver 
to get out of the spot?

Most local drivers knows that if one 
parks in the six or seven spots closest to 
the entrance and exit, it is nearly impos-
sible to get out—because people do not 
pause to let you out. Often a car will 
actually speed up in order to prevent a 
parked car from pulling out. These cars 
are essentially trapped by the incoming 
and outgoing traffi c.

Most people are aware that the mitz-

vah of gemilus chassadim, of doing kind 
acts for others, is a rabbinic delinea-
tion of the Torah principle of “V’ahavta 

l’rei’acha kamocha,” loving your neigh-
bor as yourself. When performing gem-

ilus chassadim, one of course fulfi lls a 
Torah commandment. Indeed, the Mish-

nah tells us that gemilus chassadim is 
one of the three pillars that hold up the 
entire world.

Three Issues. Nonetheless, there is a 
question whether this mitzvah can be 
fulfi lled with thought or inaction alone. 
In other words, perhaps the fulfi llment 
of this mitzvah requires some physical 
activity. Does merely not accelerating in 
such a situation constitute a fulfi llment 
of this Torah mitzvah?

Also, there are those who feel, “Look, 
these people knew the risks when they 
parked there. You made your bed—
now lie in it.” Do we say that since they 
knowingly parked in the “trap zone” this 
would negate any mitzvah of V’ahavta 

l’rei’acha kamocha?
A third issue may come into play here 

as well. Who says that one may fulfi ll 

HALACHIC MUSINGS
Continued from Front Cover

Continued on Page 16

The hapless driver may have 
been unaware of the extent and 

duration of his or her entrapment.
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chesed at the expense of other 
cars behind him? Perhaps 
those drivers are also in some 
sort of terrible rush and do not 
appreciate the extra 15 seconds 
needed to release one of the 
trapped cars.

We will deal with each of 
these points one at a time.

Rav Alechsander Ziskind of 
Grodno, zt’l (d. 1794), author 
of the sefer Yesod v’Shoresh 

HaAvodah, seems to answer 
our fi rst question (see Shaar 1 
Chapter 4). He writes that it is 
possible to fulfi ll some mitz-

vos in the restroom, a place 
where it is generally forbid-
den to study Torah. Rav Zis-
kind writes that if while in the 

restroom one feels truly happy 
for a friend’s good fortune, he 
has fulfi lled the mitzvah of 
V’ahavta l’rei’acha kamocha. 
For example, if a friend’s child 
recently got engaged, one can 
fulfi ll the mitzvah of loving his 
neighbor merely by expressing 
a feeling of happiness. Accord-
ing to this view, one can cer-
tainly fulfi ll this mitzvah by 
allowing one of these trapped 
vehicles out.

Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein, shl-

ita, son-in-law of Rav Elyashiv, 
zt’l, in his Chashuchei Chemed 
on Berachos (32a) seems to 
understand the Mishnah Ber-

urah (156:4) as requiring a 
full action and not merely a 
thought. I respectfully disagree 
with this reading of the Mish-

nah Berurah. It could very well 

be that the Mishnah Berurah is 
just giving examples of fulfi ll-
ing the mitzvah without negat-
ing the fact that it may also be 
fulfi lled in thought.

What about the factor that 
drivers knew the risks of park-
ing in one of those spots? I 
would like to suggest that 
the Gemara in Bava Metzia 
(9b) indicates that a person 
can make himself eligible for 
ma’aser ani through the legal 
vehicle known as “migo”—
in this case, the fact that he 
could at any moment just give 
up ownership of all his posses-
sions. If the notion of “he knew 
the risks when he parked there” 
disqualifi es the driver from 
being a recipient of chesed, 
then this principle should not 
work. There is also the addi-
tional factor that the hapless 
driver may have been unaware 
of the extent and duration of 
his or her entrapment.

As far as causing damage to 
others (the other drivers behind 
him waiting to get out of the 
lot), perhaps we can apply a 
ruling of the Baalei haTosfos 
(B.M. 10a, “Amar Rav”). There, 
we see that there is no concept 
of causing problems for oth-
ers when taking a found object 
and obtaining ownership for 
a friend. So maybe there is no 
problem here as well. How so? 
The car owner may certainly 
stop for a moment to let a pas-
senger out, so he may stop for 
someone else as well. Thus all 
three objections to this biblical 
mitzvah have been dealt with.

‘I Saw It First!’
Another question is that of the 

rights to a parking spot. Should 
the person who eyed it fi rst be 
entitled to it? Or should the fi rst 
car that is able to maneuver into 
it be entitled to it? The Shul-

chan Aruch (C.M. 268:1) clearly 
indicates that seeing something 
fi rst does not give the person 
any right of ownership. How-
ever, it is clear that if a person 
both saw it fi rst and made an 
effort to park in that spot, it 
would be morally reprehensi-
ble to “steal” the spot from him. 
Feigning ignorance or “not see-
ing” is also immoral, which is 
why there are so many verses 
in the Torah that end with “I 
am Hashem your G-d.” Hashem 
knows exactly what transpires 
in the mind of everyone.

Also, there is Rashi’s under-
standing of a halachic concept 
called “ani ha’mehapech b’char-

arah.” Literally this term means 
“a poor person who is looking at 
a piece of cake.” The halachah 
is that it is forbidden to take it 
out from under him. The Tal-
mud (Kiddushin 59a) tells us 
that it is forbidden to purchase 
an item ahead of someone else 
who has already entered into 
an agreement to purchase it 
and has agreed upon a price 
with the owner. The Gemara 

HALACHIC MUSINGS
Continued from Page 12



175 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          February 20, 2015

gives an illustration of such a case: Rav 
Gidel wished to purchase a certain prop-
erty and Rav Abba ended up buying it. 
Although that case turned out differently, 
it is clear from the Gemara that one who 
does so knowingly is labeled a “rasha,” 
an evildoer. This is also the halachah as 
codifi ed in the Shulchan Aruch (Choshen 

Mishpat 237:1).
Rashi explains that the concept also 

applies to someone who is looking to 
obtain something for free, and it is not lim-
ited to cases of business dealings. The Baa-

lei Tosfos disagree with Rashi and explain, 
based upon answering an apparent con-
tradiction from another section of the Tal-
mud, that it applies only to business deal-
ings. The reasoning is that free items are 
almost impossible to be found. There-
fore, the prohibition of “ani ha’mehapech” 
would not apply to something so rare.

Whether the author of the Shulchan 

Aruch rules like Tosfos or Rashi is not so 
clear-cut. According to Rashi, the prin-
ciple of ani ha’mehapech may forbid a 
person from stealing the parking spot. 
Indeed, even according to the view of 
Tosfos, it may be prohibited because the 
parking involves a transaction. This sec-
ond issue would not be applicable in 
the Brach’s lot, according to Tosfos, but it 
would according to Rashi.

Parking And Not Paying
The next question is: May one park at 

a meter that is expired and have in mind 
not to pay? Aside from this being risky 
behavior, as the cost of a ticket is well 
over 100 times the cost of paying the 
meter, it may also have halachic prob-
lems—namely, trespassing. The Rash-

bam (Bava Basra 57b “L’kulah”) indicates 
that there is a prohibition of sho’el shelo 

mida’as—which is a form of theft—for 
property as well. Thus, if one had in mind 
beforehand to not put a quarter in the 
meter, it may be considered theft. The 
reason why the municipality is allowed 
to ticket is that a person does not have 
the right to park without paying. It may 
thus halachically be considered a form of 
trespassing.

• • •
We have discussed three issues in 

regard to the Gourmet Glatt parking lot. 
The Brach’s lot doesn’t have the same 
trapped-car predicament. And, because 
it is a private lot, the parking-meter ques-
tion doesn’t apply either. The “I saw it 
fi rst” issue, however, does apply to the 
Brach’s lot according to Rashi, but not 
according to Tosfos.

As in all matters of halachah, one 
should check with one’s own rabbi or 
posek regarding specifi c applications 
and understandings of fi ner points of 
halachah. In the meantime, as we shop 
for Purim, happy parking! 

The author can be reached at 

Yairhoffman2@gmail.com.

room in Manhasset, Long Island, had 
the presence of mind to take the new-
born baby boy and bring him over to 
me, placing him gently in my arms. I’ve 
held a baby many times in the past, so 
this was not exactly a new experience. 
I’ve even bathed a newborn once upon 
a time when that was the thing to do in 
the moments following their mysteri-
ous emergence from the only home they 
previously knew, in the womb.

Outside, evening was descending 
and it was brutally cold. We could 
hear the wind whipping at the build-
ing exterior and the whistling sound 
that is produced when the wind fi nds 
a microscopic sliver of a crack in a win-
dowpane.

It was Day One for this very young 
man—actually you cannot be younger—
as he lay there, calm and snug, resting 
from his ordeal of earlier that day when 
his little world literally turned upside 
down, resulting in his landing in our 
arms and our lives.

It is a special week for this little boy 
as his parents contemplate what his 
name should be. For now, for these fi rst 
seven days, he is nameless. It occurs 
that this is an odd circumstance to be 
in. Who doesn’t have a name?

Our sages tell us that a name is a spe-
cial facet of a person, exclusive to him, 
even though many people can indeed 

share the same exact name. A name 
assigned to an individual becomes 
intertwined with that person, forming 
a unique bond and identity, and says 
precisely who they are and remains 
attached to them through their life and 
into eternity.

So as long as I’m sitting there with 

this six-pound child gently in my arms, 
I take a few moments to analyze his 
makeup and composition. I hear the 
buzz amongst the four women in the 
room discussing whom he looks like. 
His nose is like this one and his eyes 
resemble that one when he or she was 
born. Then the discussion shifts to 
whose family he most resembles.

All the while, the only thing I see 
is a most peaceful, angelic little child 
making his debut into a complicated 
and troubled world. He doesn’t know 
anything about things like that and 
will not have to concern himself with 

BAGEL STORE
Continued from Front Cover

Continued on Page 20

I see the past generations 
concentrated in that little face that 
says everything about the future.
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these issues for a long time 
to come. I look at him, and 
he is even still a while away 
from being able to look back 
at me. I see a surreal peace-
fulness that will not be dis-
turbed until the events of the 
eighth day. But as far as he 
and we are concerned, even 
that is, at the moment, in the 
distant future.

So, like the others, I exam-
ine his little undisturbed 
sleeping face. We know that 
his tiny little body has inex-
plicably and miraculously 
been imbued with a G-dly 
soul that represents and, in a 
sense, is attached to those in 
his family that preceded him.

And as I sit there, I see 
myself as a bridge between 
generations. I am not just 
holding him because he is a 
newborn and someone has 
to hold him, but rather try-
ing to ease his way between 
worlds in some kind of 
abstract sense of reality.

Baruch Hashem, we have 
a few grandchildren, and I 
have come to appreciate that 
this unthinking acceptance 
of new life in a very matter-
of-fact way leaves a great deal 
to be desired. I look at this 
little face and I marvel at the 
various facial features of this 
child who is just a few hours 
old. He looks like a compo-
sition of more than a few of 
those who preceded him.

Someone in the room says 
that he might resemble me, 
but I don’t see it, not yet any-
way. I look at him and I see 
the past generations, all con-
centrated in that little face 
that says everything about 
the future. I think back to 
the time when my mother’s 
father, Aaron Berger, o.b.m., 
held my brother’s daughter in 
his arms with some 90 years 
between them. It was at a 
family event, probably a Cha-
nukah party, and I watched 
the scene and the photo-
graph being taken that was 
something obviously special 
on a number of levels.

First of all, it was in the 
mid-1970s when it was not 
that common to come across 
four generations of families, 
but by the grace of G-d we 
were able to put it together, 
witness and observe it, and 
now, all these years later, we 
are able to vividly recall that 
which was.

I cannot help but look 
at these precious newborn 
babies as a form of Divine 
communication, a signal 
from the heavens, or a heav-
enly fax, that sends us a mes-
sage in a most warm and lov-
ing way. It says in a manner 
beyond our comprehension 
that, yes, everything is all 

BAGEL STORE
Continued from Page 17
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right. The way it turns out, most of 
what is going on in this vast universe 
of ours is obscured from us and we 
do not have the proper faculties to 
understand what the plan is or what 
is actually going on around us.

Sitting there listening to the con-
versations about the shape of the 
nose, the eyes, and the toes of this 
young man, my mind wandered off 
to his history and all that so many 
had endured to get him to this point. 
Sure, it’s been four generations, but 
at the same time not all that long ago 
that the arrival of a day like this was 
a serious doubt. There was murder 
and mayhem, fear and exile. On one 
side, there was a hurried exodus from 
an increasingly oppressive commu-
nist Russian regime and on the other, 
escape from certain death, concentra-
tion camps, and crematoriums along 
with the assorted horrors of our not-
too-distant past.

I know that’s an awful and difficult 
juxtaposition, but it is also a dimen-
sion of our reality and who we are 
today. This young man in my arms, 
his siblings, and his cousins have no 
clue about any of this. Maybe some-
day they will study or ask about the 
history and they will then know. For 
now, sitting here in this hospital 
room—my coat and cap on because 
we can still feel the winter trying to 
burst in through the windows—I am 
struck that I might be the repository 
for all this history and information 
they will one day seek.

I suppose that I am feeling like 
a bridge or a crossroads of sorts—
and also a very pleased and fulfilled 
Zaide. In a few days there will iy’H 
be a b’ris and he will enter the cov-
enant of the people of Israel and 
his family. That there is pain associ-
ated with that momentous event is 
neither coincidental nor surprising. 
That is who we are, a people that has 
endured pain on a multitude of levels 
to get to where we are today.

On the other side of that pain, how-
ever, is a great reward that begins 
with a newborn baby and a moment 
like this. 

Comments for Larry Gordon are welcome at 

editor@5tjt.com.

WHAT’S 
YOUR 

OPINION?
E-MAIL US AT

editor@5TJT.com



22 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES



235 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          February 20, 2015



24 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES

True Intent
B Y  F I V E  T O W N S  M A R R I A G E  I N I T I A T I V E

In Parashas Terumah, the 
Jewish people were told to 
give a donation for the Tem-
ple. The language used is, “Take 
a terumah for Me.” Rashi says 
that when we give terumah, it 
has to be for Hashem’s name, 
meaning it has to be with the 
correct intention of doing it 
for Hashem.

There are mitzvos that can be 
done properly even when they 
are not with the most perfect of 
intentions, and there are gen-
erally different levels of inten-
tion that a person can have. 
There are times when a person 
might do a mitzvah for ulte-
rior motives, such as haughti-
ness, fl aunting his own name, 

or for fi nancial benefi t. When 
it came to donations for the 
Temple, this was not allowed. 
All the money collected had to 
have been donated purely for 

Hashem’s sake and out of love 
of the mitzvah and a desire to 
fulfi ll Hashem’s command.

This particular mitzvah is 
different from all the others 
because it stems from the com-

mandment of making a Temple 
for Hashem so He can dwell 
within it. This command-
ment has a unique aspect, in 
that Hashem needs to be able 

to bring His Shechinah to the 
Temple. For the place to be 
worthy of Hashem’s presence, 
it was necessary that no ulte-
rior motives corrupt its cre-
ation.

The same concept of purity 
in performance has direct rel-
evance to marriage. A Jewish 
home is referred to as a mik-

dash me’at (mini temple) and 

we are told to build a marriage 
where Hashem’s presence will 
feel welcome.

By removing ulterior 
motives when we build our 
homes and marriages, we are 
making more room for Hash-
em’s presence to dwell. We 
can’t merely be sweet when 
others are around to see us 
behave or be concerned about 
looking like the perfect couple 
in front of others; we must be 
careful to act with great kind-
ness even when we are alone. 
It means putting our marriage 
fi rst when it’s not convenient 
and when there might not be 
any secondary gain. It’s critical 
to keep the focus on creating 
a Torah-true home where the 
whole family lives in sync with 
the will of Hashem.

Through the efforts we 
invest in building our mar-
riages with the intentions 
of doing it for the sake of 
Hashem, may we succeed in 
welcoming Hashem’s presence 
into our homes. 

Five Towns Marriage Initiative 

provides educational programs, 

workshops, and referrals to top 

marriage therapists. FTMI will 

help offset counseling costs 

when necessary and also runs an 

anonymous shalom bayis hotline 

for the entire community Sunday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday evenings, 

10:00–11:00 p.m. For the hotline or 

for more information, call 516-430-

5280 or e-mail dsgarry@msn.com.

By removing ulterior motives when we 
build our marriages, we are making more 

room for Hashem’s presence.

insights on
THE TORAH

They shall make the 
Ark . . . two cubits 
and a half shall be 
its length, and a 
cubit and a half 

its breadth, and a 
cubit and a half its 

height 
(Sh’mos 25:10)

The measurements of the 
Ark were all in fractions, 
indicating that to become 
a vessel for Torah, a person 
must first “break” his ego.

(Rabbi Natan Adler)

The measurements of the 
Ark were all in halves, 
indicating that no matter 
how much one studies Torah, 
one never masters its whole; 
“Longer than the land is its 
measure, and broader than 
the sea” (Iyov 11:9).

(Pardes Yosef)
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Introducing Project H.U.G.

B Y  R O C H E L L E  M A R U C H  M I L L E R

When it came to choosing a 
theme for celebrating her bat 

mitzvah, Naomi Wiener knew 
it would involve helping the 
people of Israel. “After watch-
ing the news last summer and 
seeing how people have only a 
few seconds to run into a safe 
place when the alarm sounds, 
I started thinking about what 
might happen to someone 
who couldn’t run that quickly. 
That thought made me very 
scared,” Naomi recalled.

The 11-year-old HALB stu-
dent, whose impressive chesed 
résumé includes volunteering 
at Yad Eliezer’s annual bake 
sale, as well as packing and 
delivering Tomchei Shabbos 
boxes before Pesach together 
with her family, credits her 
grandparents with helping her 
fi nd the perfect chesed proj-
ect for her bat mitzvah during 
their recent trip to Israel.

“My Bubby and Zaidy visited 
the Bnai Zion Hospital and 
showed me a picture of how 
close the hospital is to the Leb-
anese border. Dr. Amnon Roffe, 
the CEO of Bnai Zion in Haifa, 
told my grandparents that an 
underground protected emer-
gency room is urgently needed 
before the next war.”

Despite her tender years, 
Naomi realized the severity 
of the situation. “The ques-
tion is not if, but when, the 
next war will be. By build-
ing this sheltered emergency 
room, we will surely save 
thousands of lives,” says Dr. 
Roffe. Having found her wor-
thy cause, Naomi set out on 
her mission of chesed and 
hope, determined to do every-
thing within her power to 
help raise funds for Bnai 
Zion’s protected emergency 
department. To facilitate this 
goal, she is launching Project 
H.U.G., a truly inspiring initia-
tive, imbuing her bat mitzvah 
with mitzvot. Project H.U.G. is 
the acronym for Hope Under 
Ground at Bnai Zion hospital.

Bnai Zion is a leading urban 
hospital that serves the com-
munities of Northern Israel, 
providing compassionate care 
without regard to one’s ethnic-
ity, religion, or economic back-
ground. More than 64,000 vis-
its are made annually to its 
emergency department, where 
all patients, including citizens 
injured in terror attacks, have 
received exceptional treat-
ment. The medical center was 
the frontline hospital during 
the second Lebanon War in 
2006.

History has shown the rock-
ets of Israel’s enemies are 
aimed at its citizens and Israe-
lis are particularly targeted. 
Because the emergency room 
remains vulnerable to attack, 

building a new, protected 
underground unit fortifi ed 
against nuclear, biological, and 
chemical attack is the priority 
of the hospital.

This state-of-the-art facil-
ity will be designed to hold 
30 beds, two trauma rooms, 
and six professional clinics, as 
well as a protected hospitaliza-
tion department for ongoing 
care with 90 beds and a com-
plete range of services, treat-
ment rooms, doctors’ offi ces, a 
pharmacy, and other features, 
at a cost of $8 million. Helping 
now means the new protected 
unit will save lives in the near 
future.

Described by her family and 
friends as a kind and compas-
sionate kid who loves to have 
fun, Naomi is a talented actress 
who has performed in several 
Drama for Life productions, 
including Snow White, where 
she took center stage. This 
year, she will perform the lead 
role in The Snow Queen.

Growing up in a home 
steeped in Torah values and 
chesed has impacted greatly 
on Naomi who cites her grand-
father as her role model. “My 
Zaidy, Stephen Savitsky, has 
been involved in many Jewish 
organizations,” she says with 
unabashed pride. “He spends 
countless hours working for 
the good of Klal Yisrael. He was 

Continued on Page 26
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president and chairman of the 
board of the OU and got to see 
fi rsthand some of the needs 
of our brothers and sisters in 
Israel.”

Combining her sterling mid-

dot and sparkling personal-
ity, Naomi is an exemplar of 
chesed. Following in her fam-
ily tradition, she is prioritiz-
ing the needs of our broth-
ers and sisters in Israel. She 
has decided to launch Project 
H.U.G. in lieu of a fun party and 
all the gifts that accompany it. 
Instead, Naomi has created a 
series of FUNdraising events 
to enjoy with her friends and 
help her reach her goal. As the 
culmination of this lofty ini-

tiative, Naomi will present her 
gift to Bnai Zion and join them 
on their fl oat with family and 
friends at the Salute to Israel 
Parade for an unforgettable 
experience.

Please join and be a part of 
the celebration in any way you 
can.

Bake sale. From delicious 
cakes to cookies to challahs, 
shop for all your Purim seudah 
needs at the Wiener home, 332 
Island Avenue in Woodmere 

on Tuesday, March 3, 9:00 a.m.-
8:00 p.m. Bring your friends. 
Bakers are needed and greatly 
appreciated.

Purim cards. Send these 
cheerful cards to your friends 

and relatives in lieu of mish-

loach manot and help Naomi 
reach her goal at the same time. 
Order at www.project-hug.org. 
Cards will be express-shipped 
directly to your home.

Wash for Pesach. Bring 
your car to Majestic Auto Spa 

anytime between Purim and 
Pesach. Mention code word 
“Naomi,” and a portion of your 
car wash payment will go to 
Bnai Zion. 1250 West Broadway 
in Hewlett. 516-569-3970.

Dance. On May 17, HALB’s 
sixth-grade girls will com-
pete in an exhilarating Zum-
ba-thon. Each student has 
her own personal fundraising 
webpage at www.project-hug.

org. Sponsor a Zumba-thoner 
and help her reach her goal.

March. March to support 
Bnai Zion at the Salute to 
Israel Parade. Naomi’s biggest 
supporters can join her on the 
fl oat as she rides down Fifth 
Avenue in this televised event. 
Witness history as Naomi pres-
ents a check to Bnai Zion as a 
culmination of this exemplary 
bat mitzvah project extrava-
ganza. Visit project-hug.org in 
May.

Give a HUG. Can’t join any 
of these events? Tax-deduct-
ible donations can be made 
online at www.project-hug.

org. Checks can be made out 
to Bnai Zion Foundation, 136 
East 39th Street, New York, NY 
10016. Bnai Zion is a 501(c)(3) 
foundation.

Naomi enthusiastically 
recommends initiating and 
becoming involved in chesed 
endeavors. “Find a project that 
you believe in,” she advises. 
“Don’t be shy to ask people to 
help.”

Judging from her own expe-
rience, Naomi’s advice cer-
tainly rings true. Even prior 
to the offi cial launch of Proj-
ect H.U.G., the initiative had 
already been generating a 
great deal of buzz. “Every-
one I have spoken to is very 
excited to get involved and 
help me reach my goal. The 
response has been super posi-
tive. Rabbi Plotkin, my princi-
pal, told me how proud he is 
of this project.”

“What a perfect way to enter 
your accepting of mitzvot by 
helping others join together to 
give tzedakah, perform chesed, 
and do mitzvot. We are so 
proud of you,” Rabbi Plotkin 
told Naomi.

Throughout our community, 
the excitement and enthusi-
asm for Project H.U.G. is palpa-
ble. “What a great and creative 
way to educate bat mitzvah 
girls,” said Mrs. Estee Light-
stone, educational technology 
coordinator at HALB.

“Naomi and her sales force 
were amazing!” says Mrs. Deb-
bie Eisenberg, director of dis-
trict support services at HALB. 

 “We need your help,” 
exclaims Penina Wiener, Nao-
mi’s mom, who resides in 
Woodmere together with her 
husband Tzvi and their lovely 
family. “Please come to the 
bake sale, buy Purim cards, get 
a car wash. Support us in any 
way that you can. Together we 
can make a difference.” Pen-
ina adds, “We would like to 
express our appreciation to 
Jeremy Joszef; Print on Point; 
Ed Long from Majestic Auto 
Spa; Logan Family of Guard-
ian Bus Corp.; Brooke, Cheryl, 
and Jack from Bnai Zion; 
Rabbi Plotkin and Richie 
Hagler from HALB; Gitti All-
man; and Benjy and Alan from 
the bakery at Brach’s for their 
gracious generosity and assis-
tance.” 

“Find a project that you believe in 
and don’t be shy to ask people to help.”

Project HUG
Continued from Page 25
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Safety, Quality, Dependability: 

The Hallmarks Of Guardian Bus Company
B Y  R O C H E L L E  M A R U C H  M I L L E R

The care Guardian Bus Company 
has for the students they transport 
extends far beyond the school bus 
door. They treat our children as if they 
were their own, guarding their pre-
cious lives with the utmost integrity. 
Guardian’s mission is to ensure that 
every child has the best, safest, and 
most worry-free bus ride to and from 
school. Guardian’s drivers care about 
“their” kids and their communities, 
organizing school sponsorships, hold-
ing fundraisers and toy drives, rais-
ing money for scholarships, donating 
field trip services, and more.

Based in Oceanside, Guardian is a 
newly formed subsidiary of Logan Bus 
Company, which took over the school 
transportation contracts of Oceans-
ide, Uniondale, Bellmore-Merrick 
Consortium, and East Meadow school 
districts from Courtesy Bus Company. 
Although Guardian is Logan’s first 
bus operation on Long Island, Logan 
Bus Company has been providing stu-
dent transportation for the New York 
City Department of Education as well 
as bus charter services to the greater 
New York City area since 1979.

“Including Guardian, we are a 
2,000-bus company that provides 
transportation year round to over 
20,000 students,” explained Corey 
Muirhead, director of contracts and 
business development for Logan Bus 
Company. “When Atlantic Express 
filed Chapter 11 bankruptcy in Decem-
ber 2013, Guardian stepped in and 
ensured that there was no transporta-
tion interruption for the students of 
the Oceanside, East Meadow, Union-
dale, and Bellmore-Merrick school 
districts. With our recent expansion 
to Nassau County, Guardian Bus Com-
pany has 300 buses, all equipped 
with air conditioning and an aver-
age vintage year of 2007, in Oceans-

ide, Island Park, and Freeport. These 
locations place us at an advantage, 
with our extensive geographic reach 
in Nassau County, as well as parts of 
Suffolk County and Queens. We are 
very well-respected by our continu-
ous charter customers as well as the 
Department of Education.”

With safety, quality, and depend-
ability as the company’s hallmark, 
Guardian’s buses feature a variety 
of safety enhancements that make 
them among the safest in operation. 
Included among these features are:

Two-way radios. These radios allow 
drivers to communicate with each 
other and the dispatcher at the bus 
terminal, thereby enabling the driv-
ers to have instant communication in 
the event of an emergency.

Daily Pre-Trip and Post-Trip Inspec-

tions. Drivers ensure the safety of the 
vehicle by inspecting all major oper-
ating systems through a planned and 
systematic routine that is performed 
before and after every trip.

Sleeping Children Safety Check. 
At the end of every trip, drivers and 
escorts check for sleeping children 
to make certain that no child is left 
behind.

Examples abound of how the bus 
company assists the community. 
When Hurricane Sandy endangered 
the lives of the residents of Queens, 
they volunteered 100 buses and per-
sonnel in order to aid those residents 
who were in need of transportation 
to appropriate designated shelters. In 
addition, they provide transportation 
free of charge to the office of Joseph 
Addabbo in order to transport senior 
citizens to various shopping, enter-
tainment, and recreation venues.

The company has had a 30-year rela-
tionship with the Queens chapter of 
the Boys and Girls Club of America, 

an organization which provides after-
school and weekend services to many 
of the youth in our area. The provi-
sion of meaningful activities will 
always lead to a better community 
for all. Their support consists of free 
buses for various trips as well as gen-
erous monetary donations. One of the 
highlights of their donations is the 
“Logan Bus Company Day of Fun.”

“In our effort to fight childhood 
obesity, we have been an active sup-
porter of Little Leagues,” Mr. Muir-
head explained. “Our support has 
again consisted of generous dona-
tions in order to further the athletic 
goals of the leagues.”

Their commitment to helping chil-
dren who are ill is demonstrated by 
the company’s association with the 
St. Mary’s Hospital. “In particular, 
during the holiday season, we pro-
vide toys and games that have been 
preapproved by the hospital,” says 
Corey. “Not only have we developed 
a relationship with St. Mary, in partic-
ular, but also our charitable work has 
extended to being a major supporter 

of the Toys for Tots program. The 
company donates hundreds of toys 
and games each year for distribution 
to children through their program.”

The dedicated men and women of 
the FDNY and NYPD are most deserv-
ing of our respect and appreciation. 
“Knowing the tremendous debt we 
owe our uniformed men and women, 
we donate transportation services to 
the 102nd and 106th Police Precincts 
for their golf outings,” says Corey. 
“When called upon by either the 
FDNY or the NYPD we provide buses 
free of charge to accommodate the 
transportation needs during wakes or 
funeral services.”

Deeply rooted in our community, 
Guardian is truly committed to the 
safety and well-being of our children. 
As loving and devoted parents, the 
administrators of this family-run busi-
ness share many of our values, inter-
ests, and concerns. When called upon 
to sponsor an event, trust Guardian to 
respond with gracious generosity, as 
with Project H.U.G.

Guardian Bus Company provides safe 
and effi cient transportation for fi eld 
trips, birthdays, bar/bat mitzvahs, wed-
dings, sporting events, parades, and 
private charters. For further informa-
tion, please call 516-SAFE-BUS or e-mail 
Info@Guardianbus.com. 
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Past Their Bedtimes
B Y  M O R D E C H A I  S C H M U T T E R

You know what I realized? I write arti-
cles about dumb criminals all the time, 
and we all laugh, but that’s actually judg-
mental of us. We only know one single 
news story about them, and they hap-
pened to do something ridiculous, so 
automatically they’re “dumb criminals.” 
We don’t know anything about them.

OK, so we know that they’re crimi-
nals. That doesn’t help their standing. 
But honestly—you’ve never done any-
thing dumb?

Not dumb enough to make the news.

But I’ve done plenty of dumb things 
in my life, and I’m sure you’ll agree. 
That you’ve done dumb things, I mean. 
And you’ll also agree that many of 
those were other people’s fi rst impres-
sions of you. Like that time you had an 
extended conversation with a stranger 
who was actually talking to the person 
behind you.

And how many times have you done 
something dumb when you were tired? 
You think criminals aren’t tired?

Consider the following true stories.
• In Florida, a man came home one 

night to fi nd a burglar sleeping on his 
couch. After momentarily doing that 
thing where you double check to see if 
it’s actually your house, he proceeded to 
call the cops, who carried the intruder 
off to jail.

• In London, a man was robbing 
a house, and suddenly, right out of 
the blue, he decided to take a shower 

and hop into bed. He was awakened 
when the occupants got home, and 
they walked into the room to fi nd him, 
quote, “frantically trying to pull on the 
husband’s clothes.”

• In Wisconsin, a man broke into 
a real estate offi ce, which in general 
is not the most lucrative idea unless 
you’re looking to steal photos of other 
people’s houses. He schlepped three 
computers outside, left them on the 
front stoop, and then went back in to 
look for more things to steal, when he 
came across a bearskin rug hanging on 
a wall. Naturally, he took it off the wall, 
put it on the fl oor, and fell asleep on it.

• In Oregon, a couple came down-
stairs one morning to fi nd a man sleep-
ing on their kitchen fl oor. We’re not 
even sure how that happens. It’s defi -
nitely no bearskin rug. The man was 
lying in a fetal position, next to a pile 
consisting of the couple’s belongings, 
his shoes, and his pants. (The pants 
were his own.)

• In December, a Texas car burglar 
fell asleep in one of the cars he was 
stealing, without actually driving any-
where fi rst. He was awakened by police 
offi cers opening the door, at which 
point he tried to escape by climbing 
into the back seat.

• In England, two burglars broke 
into a house while the owners were 
away. Some neighbors called the police, 
who arrived to fi nd the burglars in the 

children’s bedroom, pretending to be 
asleep. Pretending. What was the plan 
there?

“Control, we have two burglars here, 
but they’re asleep. Should we come 
back tomorrow?”

So my point is that, apparently, bur-
glars are tired. Or crime is boring. You 
might think it’s exciting, but it mainly 
involves schlepping furniture in the 
middle of the night.

And it’s not just about falling asleep. 
Some criminals manage to stay awake 
until they’re done, but the nature of 
their crimes makes it obvious that they 
need more sleep.

Take the pair of burglars in Califor-
nia who decided to rob the home of a 
woman named Robin Irvine. They went 
into her house, made themselves some 
sandwiches, and they even snuck into 
her bedroom while she was asleep and 
tried to steal her watch off her arm.

Now if these guys would have been 
more awake and done their research or 
maybe just looked around the house, 
they might have realized that Robin 
Irvine is actually an award-winning pro-
fessional ax-thrower.

Maybe they should have just left the 
watch.

I personally don’t know that many 
ax-throwers. There’s not a lot of need 
for ax-throwing in frum circles, unless 
you need to chop wood and you don’t 
want to get up. I don’t know even how 
you get good at something like that. 
Have you been practicing since child-
hood? Surely you have parents who say, 
“Don’t throw axes. You can put an eye 
out!”

So at that point the woman screamed, 
leapt up, grabbed her bedside toma-
hawks (as opposed to the kitchen tom-
ahawks she uses to make salad), and 
started running after them. She actually 
had the self-restraint not to hit them 
with the axes, and one of the men got 
away. The other one hid in the bushes 
near her house. Police found him when 
they saw his bike sticking out.

Another recent, well-thought-out 
crime was perpetrated by a man in New-
ington, CT, who, at 2  a.m., crashed his 
car through the window of a gas-sta-
tion convenience store, climbed in, and 
stole a banana.

Well, he didn’t actually make off with 
the banana. As police later saw on the 
surveillance tapes, he ate it in the store. 
He didn’t even have a mask on, though 
I guess that made it easier to eat the 
banana.

Now I don’t know a lot about money, 
but it doesn’t seem worth it to smash 
up your car to steal one banana. Well, 
how many bananas can you eat? And 
he had to leave. The cops were coming, 
and bananas don’t travel well.

I guess sometimes you just really need 
a banana. After all, bananas have health 
benefi ts. Like for example, they protect 
against those cramps you have behind 
your knee in middle of the night. They 
also make you smarter and more alert. 
Maybe he was trying to be awake for 
another robbery, so he wouldn’t fall 
asleep on the linoleum. And where else 
are you going to fi nd a banana at 2  in 
the morning?

Continued on Page 30
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I would not have guessed the 
gas station.

If he had driven off with 
the banana, I’d understand. I’d 
assume he had a monkey at 
home, and he needs the banana 
now or the monkey will start 
throwing things. You don’t 
know. Maybe he has toma-
hawks lying around.

Having a pet monkey can be 
a handful. A little monkey in a 
fancy coat was spotted wander-
ing around an IKEA in Toronto.

Okay, so everyone wanders 
around IKEA. That’s how IKEA 
works. Everyone who goes 
there gets lost. Why should this 
monkey be any different?

Apparently, the owner, Yas-

min Nakhuda, had left the mon-
key in the car while she went 
in to buy chairs, and the mon-
key got out and wandered into 
the store. Probably it was hun-
gry. Maybe it should have taken 
the car into a gas station to get 
a banana.

When authorities found their 
way around the IKEA, they took 
the monkey away from his 
owner, because anyone who 
puts clothes on an animal needs 
to get back out into the world 
and interact with people. And 
because bringing a monkey to 
IKEA is just animal cruelty. Also, 
because owning a wild animal is 
illegal. Anyone who doesn’t real-
ize it’s a bad idea to own a mon-
key hasn’t read the multi-part 
biography of Curious George. 
(Curious George is a story about 

a guy who adopts a monkey that 
he clearly knows is curious—
it’s right there in the name—
yet he keeps taking this mon-
key to strange new places and 
leaving him unsupervised. Also, 
the guy dresses like a banana.) 
But if the owner had read it, she 
would have known what would 
happen if she came home and 
started putting together IKEA 
furniture with the help of her 
monkey.

But that news story isn’t 
about nighttime per se. We just 
included it here because every-
thing’s better with monkeys.

Our next story comes from 
the town of Strömstad, in Swe-
den, where every time they 
want to write their address on 
the computer, they have to go 
up into “insert symbols” and 

fi nd the silly “O” thing.
Police were called to an apart-

ment at 1:00 a.m. to investi-
gate what neighbors described 
as “loud banging noises, high-
pitched screams, unintelligi-
ble yelling, and crying.” When 
police got there, they found 
that it was actually a couple 
attempting to put together 
IKEA furniture. And, as it turns 
out, these are the normal, tra-
ditional sounds people make 
when putting together some-
thing from IKEA—they bang 
and yell strange words and cry. 
Sometimes yelling at the furni-
ture helps.

It’s likely they didn’t even 
start putting it together at 1:00 
a.m. They probably started at 
3:00 p.m. But suddenly, it was 
1:00 a.m.

And speaking of terrifying 
noises keeping people awake, 
our fi nal story today comes 
from Utah, where a 60-year-old 
man was having an argument 
with his wife about whether or 
not she snores. He said no, she 
said yes.

Okay, it was the other way 
around. I know you know. 
Ninety percent of all married 
couples have this argument at 
some point. I don’t know why, 
though. People always deny 
that they snore, even though 
if they did they’d probably be 
the last person to know. Even if 
you snore loud enough to wake 
yourself up, you don’t know 
that. You just think, ‘I keep wak-
ing up!’

And meanwhile, the other 
party accuses you of snoring 
like this is something you’re 
doing on purpose, just to mess 
with them.

Anyway, at some point, the 
wife walked off to the basement 
to take a nap, maybe because 
all that arguing made her tired. 
She was pretty tired in the fi rst 
place, because her husband kept 
waking her up in middle of the 
night to claim she was snoring.

But this annoyed the husband 
because, fi rst of all, she was tak-
ing her nap in the basement.

“Now you can sleep in the 
basement?”

There he is, trying to argue, 
and she falls asleep, and guess 
what? She’s snoring!

So he did the only logical 
thing: He set her clothes on fi re.

Not the clothes she was wear-
ing, of course. He went up to the 
bedroom and set fi re to a pile of 
clothes, according to the article 
I read, “using a candle he’d lit at 
the stove.” I picture him carry-
ing the candle across the house, 
shielding it as he walked, and 
then having to go back and try 
again. This guy really needed his 
wife.

“Wake up! Where do we keep 
the matches?”

But then the fi re got out of 
control, obviously, and he had 
to wake her up anyway.

Well, that cured her snoring.
I don’t know what he was try-

ing to prove with this:
“I can’t sleep at night because 

you snore.”
“No, you can’t sleep at night 

because you burned down the 
bedroom.”

This actually happened 
during the day, but obviously 
the man was sleep-deprived.

My point is that sleep depri-
vation can do a lot of things to 
a lot of people, so you should 
probably get to bed. But fi rst 
make sure there’s no one in it. 
And that it’s not on fi re. 

Mordechai Schmutter is a weekly 

humor columnist for Hamodia and is 

the author of four books, published 

by Israel Book Shop. He also does 

freelance writing for hire. You can 

send any questions, comments, or 

ideas to MSchmutter@gmail.com.

Past Their Bedtimes
Continued from Page 28
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Winter Sports Update
Har Torah vs. HANC: Grades 7 and 

8. Already on a three-game winning 
streak, YHT defeated HANC 54–40, to 
clinch the playoffs at 6–2. YHT played 
an up-tempo defensive game, but 

HANC benefi ted from their solid out-
side shooting and stayed competitive 
through the entire fi rst half. Early in 
the second half, YHT gained an 11-point 
lead. Using a menacing half-court trap, 
they extended the lead to 20 points and 

didn’t look back. Congratulations to 
the YHT Hornets on their playoff berth!

Flatbush vs. HALB: 7th Grade. On 
a bitterly cold night, the 7th-grade 
Flatbush Falcons hosted the HALB 

Lions in a rematch of their closely 
contested game earlier in the sea-
son when HALB emerged victorious. 
This time, the Falcons would not be 

Continued on Page 32
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denied. Flatbush started off strong 
and built an 8-point first quarter lead 
led by Jeremy Linfield’s 8 points. The 
lead built to 22–9 before HALB started 
to cut the deficit. At the half, Flat-
bush maintained a 7-point cushion. In 
the third quarter, HALB kept up the 
pressure and cut the lead to 5. In the 
final quarter, HALB finally tied the 
score at 50. But Flatbush would not 
be denied. Despite being in deep foul 
trouble, the Falcons were able to nail 
down this exciting and thrilling vic-
tory with the score of 54–51. Eli Cohen 
led the Falcons with 19 points and 
Kal Abed chipped in with 18. Zach-
ary Brown led HALB with 25 points. 
Moshe Rose had 10 and Tani Konig 
had 9. After starting off the season at 
0–4, the Falcons improved to 4–5.

JV Hockey Playoffs. In the opening 
round of the JV hockey playoffs, the 
HANC Hurricanes defeated the MTA 
Lions 4–1. Maury Bauer got the scor-
ing started, snapping a wrist shot past 
the MTA goalie. Jacob Schwartzman 
and Joseph Lindenblatt would then 
go on to score goals for the Canes 
with Schwartzman sealing the game 
in the third period off a beautiful 
slap shot from the point. “Our overall 
hustle and play has been solid all sea-
son. Tonight, however, our defense 
was really able to buckle down and 
allow very few shots on net,” said 
HANC head coach Stuart Gourdji. The 
Hurricanes now advance to the quar-
terfinals where they will play SAR.

High-School Basketball
Playoffs

Heschel vs. JEC. The Heschel Heat 
defeated JEC 56–42 behind the dou-
ble-double of Senior Sam Lippman 
who had 19 points and 10 rebounds 
in an opening-round playoff game. 
Junior Sam Schwartzben came off the 
bench to chip in with 16 points and 

12 rebounds. This was a big help con-
sidering leading scorer Jonathan Gra-
nowitz had to sit a lot due to early 
foul trouble, though he chipped in 
with 8 points and 10 rebounds as 
well. Sophomore point guard Michael 
Gatan had another superb floor game 
and chipped in with 7 including 2 
threes. JEC hit 7 threes and were led 
by their junior guard Shulman who 
had 18 points on a variety of difficult 
drives. The Heat now go on to face 
the #2 seed DRS team. Since Heschel 
is on winter break all of next week, 
the game will be scheduled sometime 
late in the week of February 23.

Magen David vs. YDE. Close to 800 
people packed the MDY gym for a 
first-round playoff game between 
MDY and YDE. After a tied first quar-
ter at 16, MDY closed the second quar-

ter with a 28–25 advantage. MDY 
then broke open a tight 5-point game 
in the third and saw a 10-point lead 
close to only 3. But MDY rebounded 
early in the fourth and closed with 
a 16–0 run to defeat YDE 66–45. High 
scorers for MDY Jack Chehebar with 
23 points and Victor Salem 14 points. 
David Yazdi had 14 points and 13 

rebounds and 6 blocks! YDE was led 
by Joe Cohen with 12 and Elo with 9.

High-School Playoff 
Results And Schedule

Basketball

Boys’ Varsity—1st Round

Heschel 56, JEC 42
Hillel 48, Ramaz 45
MDY 66, YDE 45
HANC at North Shore

Boys’ JV—1st Round

TABC 53, RAMAZ 48
Rambam at North Shore
HANC at DRS
JEC at MTA

Girls’ Varsity “A”

HAFTR 50, Frisch 42
Bruriah 55, North Shore 37

Hillel at Ramaz
SAR at Flatbush

Girls’ Varsity “B”—Round Robin

Ilan at Shalhevet
MDY at Ilan
Shalhevet at MDY

Girls’ JV

Maayanot 56, Central 25
Frisch at North Shore
Kushner at Flatbush
HAFTR at SAR

Hockey

Boys’ Varsity

MTA 6, Rambam 0
Ramaz at North Shore

Boys’ JV

HANC 4, MTA 1
HAFTR at JEC

Young Israel Basketball 
Season Is Under Way

Teams from all over the tri-state 
area are once again participating in 
what is shaping up to be another 
exciting and competitive season. Fol-
low the action and standings each 
week in the 5TJT Sports Center.

Harborview vs. Heichal Hatorah. 

Harborview defeated Heichal Hato-
rah 61–45. The game started out with 
both teams looking evenly matched, 
as the score was tied at the end of the 
fi rst quarter. Once the second quarter 
began, Harborview began to pull away, 
as they went on a 14–0 run led by the 
stellar defense of guards Avi Hoch and 
Moshe Fried, giving them a comfort-

Legal Notice

If  you own or use a Simplex® or Unican™ mechanical 
pushbutton lock in the U.S., you may have a claim in a 

proposed U.S. class action settlement.
A settlement has been proposed in a class action lawsuit about Simplex® mechanical pushbutton locks. 
The Plaintiffs assert class action claims that Simplex® locks were improperly designed and marketed. The 
Defendants have denied all claims and continue to deny Plaintiffs’ allegations and maintain that Defendants 
have not engaged in any wrongful acts. This settlement is not an admission of wrongdoing or an indication 
that any law was violated. Defendants have nevertheless concluded that it is in their best interests that 
this lawsuit be resolved subject to and on the terms and conditions set forth herein. The settlement will 
provide benefits to those who purchased or use a Simplex® mechanical pushbutton lock. If you qualify, 
you may file a claim form to receive a benefit through the settlement, you can exclude yourself from the 
settlement, or you can object to the settlement. For more information on the lawsuit and the settlement, go to  
www.simplexlockcase.com or call 1-855-857-9591.

Who is Included? 
The settlement includes any owner or user in the United States of any model Simplex® mechanical 
pushbutton lock listed below:

What does the Settlement mean for me?
Purchasers or users of Simplex® mechanical pushbutton lock models listed above whose claims are 
approved are eligible to receive one or more of the following, depending upon a variety of different 
criteria: a free do-it-yourself (“DIY”) Upgrade Kit that addresses the design elements at issue in the 
lawsuit, a reduced-cost or free do-it-yourself (“DIY”) Shield that addresses the design elements at issue 
in the lawsuit, or free professional installation of the Upgrade Kit. 

How do you get the benefits of the settlement?
A detailed notice and claim form contains everything you need. Just call or visit the website to get one. 
Claim Forms must be submitted online or postmarked in the mail by March 24, 2015. 

Your Rights May Be Affected.

or you won’t be able to sue, or continue to sue, the makers of Simplex® locks about the legal claims in 
this case. If you exclude yourself, you cannot get a free do-it-yourself Upgrade Kit, a reduced-cost or free 
do-it-yourself Shield, or free professional installation of the Upgrade Kit (subject to qualifying). If you 

describes how to exclude yourself or object. The court will hold a hearing on May 14, 2015 to consider 
whether to approve the settlement, including attorneys’ fees, costs and all other expenses totaling no 

lawyer, at your own expense, to appear or speak for you at the hearing. For more details, call toll free  
1-855-857-9591 or go to www.simplexlockcase.com. 

QUESTIONS? CALL 1-855-857-9591 TOLL FREE,  
OR VISIT WWW.SIMPLEXLOCKCASE.COM

THIS NOTICE AND SETTLEMENT IS FOR OWNERS OR USERS  
IN THE UNITED STATES ONLY

PARA UNA NOTIFICACIÓN EN ESPAÑOL, LLAMAR O VISITAR NUESTRO WEBSITE

Quote of the Week: 
“It is what it is, but it will become 

what you make it.”

SPORTS CENTER
Continued from Page 31
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able lead heading into halftime. In the 
second half, Harborview was carried by 
scoring from Ari Miller and Elie David. 
Heichal was not fi nished though, as 
they rallied behind Meir Jacoby and 
Binyamin Senter to cut the defi cit to 
just nine points with two minutes 
remaining in the game. Ultimately, 
the solid team defense and key scor-
ing from bench players such as Yaakov 
Kalish, Nussie Felder, and Yaakov Man-
del brought the Harborview squad, led 
by coach Dovid Lesser, to victory!

Hillel Basketball 
Tournament

The National Hillel Basketball Tour-
nament board is excited to announce 
that the University of Georgia, Queens 
College, Baruch College, Quinnip-
iac University, Columbia University, 
and Cornell University are among 
the schools that have officially regis-
tered to participate in the 2015 tour-
nament. With registration closing on 
March  1, teams are rapidly signing 
up to ensure they have a spot in the 
tournament and can participate in 
this extraordinary weekend.

As the registration deadline 
approaches, close to 40 teams are 
signed up to be in College Park the 
weekend of April 17, all hoping to win 
the Kiddush Cup. Last year saw a record 
number of participants, and this tour-
nament is shaping up to be even bigger 
and better than last year’s event.

For more information about 
the National Hillel Basket-
ball Tournament, please visit 
http://hilleltournament.com.

Basketball Standings:
Girls’ Middle School

Varsity

YHT 8–1
North Shore 5–3
HAFTR 4–3
Flatbush 4–5
HANC 3–6
Brandeis 2–8

Women Only

HALB 8–0
YNJ 7–2
Barkai 6–3
MDY 6–3
YCQ 3–4
Shulamith BK 3–6
Bruriah 2–8
Shulamith LI 0–8

Boys’ Middle School
8th Grade

Division 1

Flatbush 9–0
Barkai 7–1
MDY 5–3
YCQ 4–3
YDH 4–6
YOH 1–8
CHY 1–9
SSSQ 0–10

Division 2

HAFTR 8–0
YHT 6–2
NSHA 5–2
HALB 5–3
Brandeis 3–6
HANC 2–7

Continued on Page 34
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7th Grade

HAFTR 8–1
MDY 6–2
Flatbush 4–5
HALB 3–5
NSHA 1–9

6th Grade

North Shore 9–0
Flatbush 7–2
HAFTR 7–2
HALB 4–4
MDY 4–5
Barkai 3–5
YCQ 3–5
YDH 2–7
YHT 0–9

YIBB Standings
Intermediates

YI Manhattan 2–0
Harborview 1–0

Red Shul 1–0
Yam HaTorah 2–1
MAY 1–1
Heichel Hatorah 1–2
YI Woodmere 1–2
Meishav Nefesh 0–1
Tribeca 0–2
Be’er Hagola 0–0

Seniors

MAY 1–0
Or Chaim 2–0
YI Woodmere 1–0
ZDR 1–1
YI Jamaica Estates 0–0
Mashadi 0–1
Shaare Torah 0–1
Tiferes Torah 0–1
Be’er Hagolah 0–1

Judah Rhine is co-director of MVP Boys 

Basketball Camp and MVP Girls Basketball 

Camp and is the co-commissioner of the 

National Council of Young Israel Basketball 

League. He has been coaching youth 

basketball for 30+ years. He can be reached at 

mvp4boys@gmail.com. 

SPORTS CENTER
Continued from Page 33

And you shall set upon the Table showbread 
before Me always 

(Sh’mos 25:30)
The Table stood in the Tabernacle, and there rested upon it the blessing from Above, 
and from it issued nourishment to the whole world. Not for a moment was that 
Table to remain empty, since blessing does not rest upon an empty place. Therefore 
the showbread had always to be renewed upon it each Sabbath, in order that the 
blessing from Above might always rest upon it, and that food and blessing, because of 
it, might emanate from that Table to all the tables of the world.

So, too, should every man’s table [have bread on it] when he says Grace After Meals: 
in order that the blessing from Above should rest upon it, it must not be empty.

(Zohar, part II, 153b)

News From The Hills
B Y  C H A N I T A  T E I T Z

As I began writing this week’s col-
umn, I heard about the fi re at Towne 
Variety on Main Street. Towne Variety 
is one of the oldest businesses on Main 
Street, located in the same store for over 
50 years. Towne Variety is more than 
just a hardware store. Everyone in the 
neighborhood, including me, shopped 

in Towne for everything from toys and 
school supplies to gifts and household 
items.

It seems that the fi re was caused by an 
electrical problem and quickly spread 
throughout the store. Smoke was bil-
lowing, engulfi ng Main Street. Baruch 

Hashem, everyone in the store got out 
and all the stores nearby were evacu-
ated for everyone’s safety.

We all hope that Sam and Beverly 
Goldberger, proprietors of Towne Vari-
ety, will be able to reopen the store, a 
true Kew Gardens Hills landmark.

Past Events
Chazaq hosts Children’s Extrava-

ganza. February 8 was a cold and windy 
Sunday afternoon, but that didn’t stop 
hundreds of children from attending 

Chazaq’s special extravaganza featuring 
Uncle Moishy and the Mitzvah Men at 
the Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills. 
This was Uncle Moishy’s second per-
formance for Chazaq this year and he 
got the children (and parents!) standing 
and cheering as he sang some of his big 
hits. “It was a nice way to warm up the 

Continued on Page 36
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family during this brutally cold winter,” 
said Dina, a mother of three from the 
neighborhood. Chazaq is known for its 
wide variety of programs targeting all 
segments of the Jewish population in 
Queens and inspiring thousands since 
its inception in 2006. For more infor-
mation about Chazaq programs, visit 
chazaq.org or e-mail info@chazaq.org.

BYQ Science Fair. Last week, Bais Yaa-
kov held its annual science fair, an excit-
ing evening for sixth- and seventh-grade 
students and their families. The fair 
took place in the school’s huge gym, 
and the display of projects was magnif-
icent. Rabbi Mordechai Gewirtz, dean, 

welcomed all of the parents and stu-
dents to the school’s annual event. Mrs. 
Sarah Bergman, general studies princi-
pal, addressed the parents with the fol-
lowing insight: “Through the process 
of this experience, our students’ inter-
ests, curiosities, and desire to explore 
the mysteries Hashem infused into our 
world are stimulated. Our outstanding 
science staff partner with our students 
to guide them through this exploration, 
and tonight’s display is the celebration 
of this learning process.”

Bais Yaakov science fair mentors, 
which include Mrs. Sharon Erlbaum, 
Mrs. Hedva Kessler, and the science fair 
coordinator, Mrs. Diane Gruber, believe 
the science fair is an invaluable expe-
rience to promote unique opportuni-

ties for teachers to work with students 
individually. The girls are closely men-
tored and are provided with real expe-
riences and methods by which all sci-
entifi c knowledge has been and is still 
being gathered. The entire process is 
to learn, understand, develop skills in 
communicating both verbally and in 
writing, interpretation, and analysis of 
data, and how to complete long-range 
projects. The objective is to foster inde-
pendence in the student by providing 
the opportunity for them to take ini-
tiative and responsibility in studying a 
topic for their own learning. Observing 
the teachers’ and students’ pride in the 
work the girls displayed is evidence of 
the success of all of their goals.

Mrs. Karen Reisbaum, assistant prin-
cipal, always behind the scenes as she 

took pictures of everyone, reported 
how exciting it was to see parents who 
themselves have stood in this gym with 
their own show boards. “The tradition 
and standard of excellence continue at 
Bais Yaakov of Queens,” she said.

Mrs. Gruber made reference to the 
winners, listed below, who will be 
entered into the Inter-Yeshiva Science 
Congress competition later this year. 
Mazal tov to all of the girls, as they 
are all winners, and we look forward 
to hearing of their hatzlachah in the 
upcoming competition.

The winners and their topics were 
Liora Karshigi, Grand Prize, coleop-
tiles; Tova Halberstam, 1st Prize, genet-
ics; Shira Sklar, 1st Prize, genetics; Bryn-

News From The Hills
Continued from Page 34
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del Wurem, 1st Prize, genetics; Chana 
Acobas, 1st Prize, human memory; Avi-
gail Goldberg, 1st Prize, human mem-
ory; Michal Jehudaiov, 1st Prize, human 
memory; Ruti Levy, 1st Prize, optical illu-
sions; Ahuva Kazarnovsky, 1st Prize, opti-
cal illusions; Avigail Razi, 2nd Prize, bac-
teria; Simi Sauer, 2nd Prize, CSI; Rochel 
Brocha Fatakhov, 2nd Prize, medicines; 
Shoshana Weiner, 3rd Prize, the heart; 
Esther Leah Moskovitz, 3rd Prize, the 
heart; Yael Sommers, 3rd Prize, rock-
ets; Hadassah Hochster, 1st Prize, sound; 
Rachel Willig, 1st Prize, sound; Ettie 
Langer, 3rd Prize, airplanes; Ruchama 
Radner, 3rd Prize, airplanes.

Upcoming Events
Anshei Kodesh Carlebach-style min-

yan. Rosh Chodesh Adar, Friday morn-
ing, at 8:00 a.m. Located at 144-35 71st 
Rd., basement of Shaarei Teshuva. There 
is a women’s section.

Crime Prevention Fair. The Kew Gar-
dens Hills Civic Association and Cap-
tain Paul Valerga, the commanding 
offi cer of the 107th Precinct, coordi-
nated the event to be held on Sunday, 
February 22, 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. inside 
the 107th Precinct, located at 71-01 Par-
sons Blvd. Come meet the 107th Pre-
cinct Crime Prevention Offi cer and 
the offi cers from the Crime Prevention 
Task Force. They will be on hand to 
answer all questions and explain the 
free programs that the NYPD offers to 
the residents of our neighborhood. ID 
registration of all electronic devices 

with the NYPD in case of loss or theft; 
auto-theft programs including registra-
tion of your car with the NYPD for the 
hours that you drive or the age of the 
operator; burglary prevention lecture; 
fraud prevention lecture; and bicy-
cle registration will be offered at this 
event.

Chevi Garfi nkel “Dance of Hope and 

Acceptance.” Rosh Chodesh Adar shiur 
on February 23 at 8:30 p.m. at the Young 
Israel of Holliswood, 86-25 Francis 
Lewis Blvd.

Avos u’Banim Grand Finale Melaveh 

Malkah. It’s pretty unbelievable how a 
program that started with 20 kids six 
years ago has grown to over 160! Baruch 

Hashem, the avos u’banim program 
has taken off like never before. It used 
to be called the Yeshiva Ohr HaChaim 
Avos u’Banim, but with the help of Mrs. 
Toby Moskovits, in honor of her father’s 
memory, it has been expanded and now 
it is the Queens Avos u’Banim because it 
is the largest motzaei Shabbos learning 
program in Queens.

We live in a society with the most 
advanced technology and the fact that 
boys are coming on a motzaei Shabbos 
to learn instead of staying home watch-

ing TV or playing games is fantastic. 
And it doesn’t make a difference what 

the weather is; the kol Torah of Avos 

u’Banim is being heard every motzaei 

Shabbos.
The melaveh malkah will take place 

motzaei Shabbos, February 28, iy’H. 
There will be prizes and refreshments. 
A big yasher koach to the director, Rabbi 
Reuven Kesherim.

Queens Jewish Center of Forest Hills 

to host Rabbi Paysach Krohn. Over the 
course of the weekend of Shabbos Para-

shas Ki Sisa (March 6–7), Rabbi Krohn 
will address the community three 
times. Rabbi Krohn will speak at Fri-
day-night dinner (reservations required; 
$30 per person.), Shabbos morning in 
the main shul, and following Minchah.

Rebbetzin Holly Pavlov at Toras Emes 

Synagogue. 78-15 Parsons Blvd., Kew 
Gardens Hills. March 9, 8:00 p.m. Spe-
cial boutique open at 7:30 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be served. $10 sug-
gested donation.

Big Chazaq Event III Sunday night, 
March 15 at the Colden Center in 
Queens College.

The fi rst two Big Events were fi lled 
to capacity at the auditorium in For-

est Hills High School as over 1,000 men 
and women were inspired by the words 
of wisdom imparted by Rabbi Paysach 
Krohn, Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein, and 
Charlie Harary. In addition, the crowd 
was treated to entertainment by an illu-
sionist and world-renowned singers.

This year, due to popular demand, 
the aforementioned speakers will once 
again enlighten us with their words 
of chizuk and a special musical perfor-
mance presented by EG Production and 
the Yosis Orchestra will feature Avra-
ham Fried. In addition, internation-
ally acclaimed mentalist, Marc Salem, 
known for dazzling audiences around 
the world, will make a special appear-
ance.

Although this year’s venue holds dou-
ble the capacity as the previous years, 
seats are going fast, so reserve your spot 
before it’s too late. Tickets may be pur-
chased at chazaq.org, by calling 917-617-
3636, or by e-mailing Info@Chazaq.org. 
Limited sponsorships and dedications 
are available. Proceeds of the event go 
towards Chazaq’s numerous outreach 
programs.

Mazal Tov . . .
To our cousins Shayna and Mutty 

Saltzman of Kew Gardens Hills on the 
birth of a son.

To my mother-in-law, Rebbetzin G. 
Teitz, and the entire extended family on 
the engagement of a great-grandson. 

Chanita Teitz is a real-estate broker at Astor 

Brokerage in Kew Gardens Hills, serving the 

entire Queens vicinity. For all your real-estate 

needs, call her at 718-263-4500 or e-mail 

chanita@astorbrokerage.com.

We hope the proprietors of Towne 
Variety will be able to reopen the 

store, a Kew Gardens Hills landmark.

News From The Hills
Continued from Page 36
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A New Sport
When I turned ten, my uncle gave 

me a special birthday gift: He took me 
and my closest friend to see the Ice 
Capades. I still remember the thrill of 
watching dozens of beautifully cos-
tumed performers glide across the 
ice and then skate in a long line with 
incredible precision. That ice show 
reminded me of the year before, when 
my parents and I traveled by train 
from our home in Providence to New 
York City to see the Rockettes per-
form at Radio City Music Hall. Then 
too, I was struck by the beauty, pag-
eantry, costumes, and precision.

Growing up, I was familiar with 
activities such as ice hockey, ice-skat-
ing, and ice dancing. Years later, I 
learned that there was something 
known as ice fi shing. Until then, I 
had been unaware that some people 
would cut holes in the ice in order to 
fi sh during cold winter months. Ice 
fi shing, ice hockey, ice-skating, and 
ice dancing all come under the head-
ing of winter sports. But there is a 
new one in town. It is known as ice 
walking!

It is not actually a sport, since 
sports participation is supposed to 

be pleasurable for the person who 
engages in it and beautiful for others 
to watch. Walking on ice is neither! 
I cringe at the thought of anybody 
watching me as I do my ice walk. It 
is not a pretty sight as I make my way 
across an ice-covered parking lot or 

down a street dotted with patches 
of hardened snow. The good news is 
that I will never know if anybody is 
watching me, since I am unable to 
look up. With my head down and my 
eyes focused on where I am placing 
my feet, I am unable to see anything 
else. I would not know if my own sis-
ter were walking next to me.

Winters are unpredictable. Over 
the years, we have had some that 
were mild and with little snow accu-

mulation. The winter of 2013–2014 
was not among them. It was a pure 
horror; we had major snowfalls every 
few days. This winter is shaping up 
to be a repeat. The only difference 
is that this year the snowfalls began 
much later. Although not all of them 
have been major storms, some have 
been bad enough. By the beginning 
of February, I was reasonably certain 
that Elder, the man who appears after 
every snowfall to shovel for me, was 
going to be a millionaire by spring. 
It also occurred to me that most of 
his wealth accumulation was coming 
from me. The wealthier he becomes, 
the poorer I get. After the first big 
snowfall, I made sure to always have 

cash on hand for snow-shoveling, 
as paying by check is not an option. 
Elder may be close to becoming a 
millionaire, but to the best of my 
knowledge he does not have a bank 
account.

Snowfalls are pretty, and many 
love the look of a winter wonder-
land when snow and ice glisten on 
tree branches. But that love is, at best, 
fl eeting. It lasts only until the snow-
ing stops and we need to deal with 

the reality of what is left behind. As 
soon as the fl akes stop falling, people 
get antsy and decide that they must 
get out of their homes and into their 
cars or their SUVs. The vehicles make 
a gray, slushy mess of the streets, and 
gone is the winter-wonderland look! 
In its place is trouble. After side-
walks have been shoveled and streets 
have been plowed, mounds of snow 
appear everywhere. And the number 
of icy patches is too high to count. 
There is ice as far as the eye can see 
and, despite most parking lots having 
been plowed, it will, for many weeks, 
remain a challenge to navigate them 
on foot.

The story never changes from one 
year to the next. Town sanitation 
men plow parking lots, and streets 
and storeowners shovel sidewalks in 
front of their front doors, but nobody 
gives any thought to shoveling a small 
path between the street and the side-
walk. This makes it next to impossi-
ble to get onto that sidewalk.

Each winter, after the fi rst snow-
fall, I make a She’hecheyanu, as it is 
the only time during the entire year 
when I am happy to see a parking 
meter! The meters become my friends 
because I can grab on to them to help 
myself climb over hardened snow and 
get onto the sidewalk.

From April through November, I 
consider parking meters a nuisance 
that do nothing but deplete my quar-
ters. And the larger nuisance is when, 
after fi nding a vacant spot and get-
ting out of my car, I shove a quarter 
into the meter and learn that it is bro-

The good news is I’ll never know 
if anybody is watching me since 

I am unable to look up.

that’s the 
WAY IT IS
By Hannah Reich Berman
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ken. At that point I look around, and 
if I discover that there is not another 
parking spot in sight, it then becomes 
decision time: Do I get back in my car 
and drive around again or do I take 
my chances and hope that no eagle-
eyed meter maid will catch me during 
the few minutes that I am in the 
store? That is always a tough call. On 
one occasion, out of sheer frustration, 
larceny crept into my heart and I seri-
ously considered taking a handful of 
snow and shmearing it over the head 
of the meter so that the red EXPIRED 
fl ag would not be visible. I might have 
done it, but the fates kept me honest: 
There was no snow soft enough to 
grab!

During the winter, parking and 
walking both present major chal-
lenges. I am unsure exactly when the 
change took place, but I did turn into 
that senior citizen who is terrifi ed of 
falling. Then, common sense kicked 

in and I realized that penguins spend 
their lives walking on ice. So I knew 
what I had to do. I learned to take tiny 
little baby steps to ambulate. The dif-
ference between me and penguins 
is that those beautiful black-and-
white creatures, who live in a world 
of ice, keep their heads upright with 
their bright orange beaks clearly vis-
ible in the frosty air, while my head 
is down and my proboscis is, at all 
times, pointed due south. No doubt I 
must present a truly attractive sight 
as I make my way along the landscape 
these days doing my ice walk. But I 
don’t fret over that, because chances 
are that nobody is looking at me. 
Everyone else is also looking down. 
Following several snowfalls, that’s 
just the way it is. 

Hannah Berman lives in Woodmere and is 

a licensed real-estate broker associated with 

Marjorie Hausman Realty. She can be reached 

at Savtahannah@aol.com or 516-902-3733.

They shall make for Me a sanctuary, 
and I will dwell amidst them 

(Sh’mos 25:8)
There was once a king who had an only daughter, and one of the kings came and 
married her. When her husband wished to return to his country, her father said to 
him: “My daughter, whose hand I have given you, is my only child; I cannot part with 
her. Neither can I say to you, ‘Do not take her,’ for she is your wife. This one favor, 
however, I ask of you: wherever you go to live, prepare a chamber for me that I may 
dwell with you, for I cannot leave my daughter.”

In the same way, G-d said to Israel: “I have given you the Torah. I cannot part with 
her, and I also cannot tell you not to take her. But this I request of you: wherever 
you go, make for Me a house wherein I may dwell.”

(Midrash Rabbah)
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Note: This letter was sent to 

me in response to last week’s 

column. It’s pretty power-

ful and doesn’t require an 

answer.

Esther

Dear Esther,

I always enjoy your col-
umn, but this week in par-
ticular it hit close to home. I 
have been the longtime best 
friend who was left behind 
on more than one occasion. 
I am writing this to give the 
best friend who is getting 
engaged and getting married 
an idea of what the expe-
rience is like for her long-
time single best friend who 
is not.

This is excruciatingly pain-
ful. Of course I am happy 
for my friend; but I am also 
devastated. This feels to me 
like a death. Baruch Hashem 
nobody died, and I wish no 
harm in the world comes to 
my dear friend. The death is 
of our long relationship as we 
knew it. Losing that is more 
painful than I can describe. 
So instead, let me describe 
our relationship, and what 
I have lost, and maybe that 
will give you an idea.

For all purposes other 
than physical intimacy, we 
were each other’s significant 
other. We weren’t married, 
but we were as committed 
to each other in everyday life 
as though we were. Not only 
did we speak a few times a 
day, we were each other’s 
last phone call of the day. 
We didn’t live in the same 
house, but neither of us went 
to sleep without speaking to 
the other. We knew we could 
always count on each other. 
If either of us was ever sick 
(with the flu, etc.) we would 
take care of whatever the 
other one needed.

When her younger brother 
got married, I was there for 
every sheva berachos she 
attended, even the ones held 
out of town, in order to give 
her moral support. When my 
grandfather was dying, she 
came and sat with me in the 
hospital for hours on end. 
I took shifts for her in the 
hospital overnight when her 
mother was in a coma so that 
she could get some much-
needed rest.

Like the writer of the let-
ter and her friend, we would 
imagine the future. She 
always said that Hashem 
would never have one of us 
find someone to marry with-
out the other one getting 
engaged at the same time. 
Well, suffice it to say, Hash-
em’s ways are unpredictable.

MINDBIZ
By Esther Mann, 

LCSW
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Put simply, I feel like I just lost my 
spouse. I know that sounds extreme, 
but that is what it feels like. Of course 
I am happy for her, at the same time 
as I am in pain for myself. But the 
pain is unbearable. I cry all the time. 
I know she didn’t intend to hurt me. I 

know that we never verbally commit-
ted ourselves to each other. We both 
knew in the back of our minds that 
one of us finding someone to marry 
was a possibility. But with all that 
we’ve each been through with dating 
over the years, each of us not finding 
our basherts, and each of us being one 
of those dreaded “older singles,” the 
probability seemed extremely slim 
that either of us would find someone.

To my friend who is getting mar-
ried: I care about you so very, very 
much and always will. But this is 
more painful for me than I can possi-
bly describe. While you are busy mak-
ing plans for your future, I am won-
dering how I am going to emotionally 
survive this. Before I pulled away as 
much as I did, I gave it some time. 
I thought that maybe you wouldn’t 
abandon me in such a severe way as 
I feared. But now I realize that it was 
both unrealistic and unreasonable of 
me to expect you not to.

You are trying to build a relation-
ship with him to last forever. So of 
course you and I can’t continue to 
be each other’s last phone call every 
night. Of course we can’t check in 
with each other or speak as often 
or as long as we used to. Of course 
you have him on your mind all the 
time, and of course you are going to 
forget about me often. Of course we 
didn’t speak before Shabbos for the 
past few weeks, because you were on 
the phone with him or with him for 
Shabbos. I realize that is the way it is 
supposed to be for you. But for me, it 
is more painful than you can possibly 
imagine. I went from being attached 
and always connected to suddenly 
being completely alone and on my 
own. And I had no control over any 
of it at all.

I know you are not trying to hurt 
me. I know you don’t want to hurt 
me, but your life decision is hurting 
me. Of course your decision is not 
only understandable, but appropri-
ate. But finding your future means 
leaving me behind. I cannot talk to 

you without crying or without feel-
ing like I am dying inside, so I am 
avoiding talking to you at all.

I’m sure it would help you to have 
your best friend now to share with 
and consult with for all the excit-
ing things and even any frightening 

changes that you are going through. 
I am sorry I can’t be there for you in 
that way now. Please know that I am 
doing the best I can. I am trying to 
keep it together, to cope with this 
new reality. While you are gaining 
a new best friend for life, I am los-
ing what you and I had together. This 
throws each of us one step away from 
the middle of that ladder—you a step 

up and me a step down. And worse 
yet, while you have someone to sup-
port you through it, I am doing it all 
alone.

So please be patient with me. At 
some point I will get used to all this. 
I can’t tell you when that will be; it 
may be many months, or possibly 
even years. But I love and care about 
you no less. I am truly happy for you, 
and my wishes for you are only for 
the best that life has to offer. We 
human beings are strange that way, 
in that we can feel completely differ-
ent emotions about the same event. 
But I really can, and really do, feel 
deep happiness for you.

I don’t know what our friendship 
will look like down the road. But I 
believe we will figure it out in a way 
that works for each of us. We have 
gone through so much together and 
care deeply about each other. That 
hasn’t changed, even if all the other 
circumstances have.

So, please have patience with me 
while I navigate this whole thing. 
Please understand how devastat-

ing and life-changing this is for me. 
Please forgive me for not being as gra-
cious as you thought I would be, and 
as I myself was hoping to be. Please 
give me the time I need to grieve what 
I have lost. And please give me the 
space to fi gure out how to cope with 
this and fi gure out how to move on.

The One Left Behind

Esther Mann, LCSW, is a psychotherapist 

in Lawrence. Esther works with individuals 

and couples. She can be reached at 

mindbiz44@aol.com or 516-314-2295.

I know you are not trying 
to hurt me, but your life decision 

is hurting me.
WHAT’S 

YOUR 
OPINION?
E-MAIL US AT

editor@5TJT.com
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Question
I am a 30-year-old father of a 3-year-

old girl. I share custody with my 
ex-wife. I recently began dating a 
woman and we really like each other. 
I am attracted to her both physically 
and emotionally in so many ways. 
The level of comfort and vulnera-
bility we share with one another is 
amazing and definitely the founda-
tion for a healthy and solid relation-
ship.

I would like to continue dating her 
and take things to a more serious 
level. She’s 36 and has three kids, two 
of whom are in their early teens. I 
know that conventional societal val-
ues in the frum and even in the non-
frum world would quickly frown on 

such a relationship since it would 
seem that we are in two different life 
stages.

I’ve expressed to her my concern of 
having more children, and she said 
it would be something she would be 
open to if and when the time came. I 
am not intimidated that she has three 
kids at home, and I think I would be a 
great role model for them since their 
father is no longer frum. My friend 
thinks I’m crazy and thinks I am mak-
ing a big mistake by dating her. To 
him, it’s a numbers game—an equa-
tion that must make sense. So accord-
ing to him, (30 + 3) + (36 + 15, 13, 9) 
= Disaster. Am I missing something? 
Please share your thoughts and expe-
rience. Thank you.

Response
By Baila Sebrow

Combining mathematics and inter-
personal relationships will rarely for-
mulate favorable equations. It is pre-
cisely your friend’s point of view that 
will likely create a disaster. He calls this 
a “numbers game”? My answer to him 
is that his calculations make no sense.

I have always maintained that peo-
ple create their own personal shid-

duch crisis. Worse, they transmit their 
crisis to others. According to what 
you say, you and this woman have 
enjoyed a great relationship together 
in all aspects. Not only that, but you 
get along with her three children. 
That is huge. Do you know how many 
dating couples break up specifically 
because either the guy or the woman 
does not get along with the children 
of the person they are dating? Here, 
you appear to be looking forward to 
being their role model. Now along 
comes this friend who throws in a 
monkey wrench, and you begin to 
question the validity of a relationship 
so beautifully founded.

I wish I could simplify this for you 
by telling you to find another friend 
to consult with, but unfortunately 
that alone will not solve the crisis 
you have been placed in. There will 
always be someone in society who 
has an opinion that is best not shared.

In the secular world, people have no 
problem dating and marrying those 
who might appear outlandish to the 
rest of society. When questioned, 
these people feel a stronger sense of 
connection to the person they are 
dating. It is almost as though if you 
can shock people by your choice in 
a mate, you have done well for your-
self. And with time, even those who 
voiced a negative comment will begin 
to speak respectfully about the per-
son. We see this in the media quite 
often.

People in frum society do not share 
that type of thinking. Singles often-
times choose whom to marry not so 
much based on compatibility, but 
rather how the neighbors, friends, 
and shul members will view the shid-

duch.
I have long lost count of shiddu-

chim I suggested to singles or their 
parents who frivolously rejected a 
good idea. Now if the rejection is 
based on a compatibility issue or 
lack of attraction, I can respect that. 
But comments such as “this shidduch 
does not ‘passt’ for our family,” or “all 
my friends would think I am crazy 
for dating him/her,” is a major disap-
pointment for any shadchan to hear. 
And it is my biggest pet peeve.

Let go of what your friend thinks. 
I say, who cares what people think? 
I believe if more people would adopt 
that attitude, especially when it 
comes to shidduchim, it would open 
up their window of opportunity. Too 
many people are stuck in a cookie-cut-
ter mold of thinking, falsely believ-
ing that they need their community’s 
approval to attain happiness.

The problem is that their needs 
may not be up to par with the stan-
dards of their community. So, sin-
gles reject good potentials, in favor 
of those who may not be the right fit. 
What happens next is that they either 
cannot commit to a relationship that 
does not feel right, or they marry 
someone who is not on their wave-
length. And we all know how some of 
those marriages turn out.

I do not want you to become a 
negative statistic because of some-
one else’s standards. I do not know 
if this woman is right for you or not, 
but here is what I do want you to do. 
Focus on this woman and the type of 
relationship you will potentially have 
with her should you both decide to 
get married. That is my only concern.

Now let us examine what you are 
dealing with here. This woman is six 
years older than you. On the level of 
maturity, do you feel that you are 
both on the same page? Although 
you get along with each other, do 
you share the same long-term goals? 
How do you both foresee the next 
ten years? I am not talking about sit-
uations people have no control over, 
such as finances and health, but the 
overall style of living.

Because you both had previ-
ous marriages with families, living 
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arrangements cannot be a “let’s see 
what happens” approach. The neigh-
borhood you will both settle in needs 
to be the right hashkafic match for 
your child as well as her children. 
Your daughter is still quite young, so 
we do not know where she will stand 
in level of frumkeit. Also, you do not 
indicate if your ex and this woman 
have similar hashkafic points of view. 
Since you share custody with your ex, 
I have to assume your daughter may 
take on the level of hashkafah as her 
mother. That might change as time 
goes on, and she might even become 
more like the woman you will marry, 
but it is too early to determine that 
now.

When blended families blend well, 
the upshot can be beautiful. If, chas 

v’shalom, it does not work out, the 
results can be devastating. This has 
nothing to do with the husband being 
younger than the wife. This applies 
also to situations where the children 
from both spouses are the same age.

To make a first marriage work, it is 
only a matter of the couple getting 
along with each other (OK, in-laws 
can sometimes pose a problem too). 
Any subsequent marriage, especially 
where there are children involved, 
requires that everyone be committed 
to making the marriage work.

In your case, you are talking about 
six human beings living together 
under one roof—while all being on 
the same page. That is the only issue 
here.

But it sounds like you are already 
ahead of the game. You not only 
appear to have established a rapport 
with the children of this woman, but 
you feel comfortable enough to step 
in as their role model. These kids will 
not only have a great stepfather, but 
one who sincerely cares about them. 
When children feel the strength of 
love and concern, they are eager to 
please.

Do you know what your real prob-
lem is? That you have waited long 
enough to marry this woman and set 
up the beautiful home you surely will.

Where this relationship is con-
cerned, the only math you actually 
need to know is that two halves equal 
one whole. If you and this woman are 
meant to be together, then when your 
half of your neshamah will join her 
half, the force of that spirit will unite 
you as one whole.

Baila Sebrow is president of Neshoma 

Advocates, communications and recruit-

ment liaison for Sovri-Beth Israel, execu-

tive director of Teach Our Children, and 

a shadchanis. She can be reached at Bse-

brow@aol.com. 

Questions and comments can be submitted to 

5townsforum@gmail.com.
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From The Chassidic Masters:

The Mother Of All Questions

Why are we here?
This, the mother of all questions, is 

addressed in turn by the various streams 
of Torah thought, each after its own style.

The Talmud states, simply and suc-
cinctly, “I was created to serve my Cre-
ator.” The moralistic-oriented works 
of mussar describe the purpose of life 
as the refi nement of one’s character 
traits. The Zohar says that G-d created 
us “in order that His creations should 
know Him.” Master Kabbalist Rabbi 
Isaac Luria offered the following rea-
son for creation: G-d is the essence 
of good, and the nature of good is to 
bestow goodness. But goodness cannot 
be bestowed when there is no one to 
receive it. To this end, G-d created our 
world—so that there should be recipi-
ents of His goodness.

Chassidic teaching explains that these 
reasons, as well as the reasons given 
by other Kabbalistic and philosophi-
cal works, are but the various faces of 
a singular Divine “desire” for creation, 
as expressed in the various worlds, or 
realms, of G-d’s creation. Chassidism also 
offers its own formulation of this Divine 
desire: that we make a home for G-d in 
the material world.

A Home For G-d
What does it mean to make our world a 

“home for G-d”?
A basic tenet of our faith is that “the 

entire world is fi lled with His presence” 
and “there is no place void of Him.” So 
it’s not that we have to bring G-d into the 
material world—He is already there. But 
G-d can be in the world without being at 
home in it.

Being “at home” means being in a place 
that is receptive to your presence, a place 
devoted to serving your needs and desires. 
It means being in a place where you are 
your true, private, self—as opposed to the 
public self you assume in other environ-
ments.

The material world, in its natural state, 
is not an environment hospitable to G-d. 
If there is one common feature to all 
things material, it is their intrinsic ego-
centrism—their placement of the self 
as the foundation and purpose of exis-
tence. With every iota of its mass, the 
stone proclaims, “I am.” In the tree and 
in the animal, the preservation and prop-
agation of the self is the focus of every 
instinct and the aim of every achieve-
ment. And who more than the human 
being has elevated ambition to an art, 

and self-advancement to an all-consum-
ing ideal?

The only thing wrong with all this self-
ishness is that it blurs the truth of what lies 
behind it: the truth that creation is not an 
end in itself, but a product of and vehicle 
for its Creator. And this selfi shness is not 
an incidental or secondary characteristic of 
our world, but its most basic feature. So to 
make our world a “home” for G-d we must 
transform its very nature. We must recast 
the very foundations of its identity from 
a self-oriented entity into something that 
exists for a purpose that is greater than 
itself.

Every time we take a material object or 
resource and enlist it in the service of G-d, 
we are effecting such a transformation. 
When we take some leather and make 
a pair of tefi llin out of it; when we take 
a dollar bill and give it to charity; when 
we employ our minds to study a chapter 
of Torah, we are effecting such a transfor-
mation. In its initial state, the leather pro-
claimed, “I exist”; now it says, “I exist to 
serve my Creator.” A dollar in the pocket 
says, “Greed is good”; in the charity box it 
says, “The purpose of life is not to receive, 
but to give.” The human brain says, “Enrich 
yourself”; the brain studying Torah says, 
“Know your G-d.”

The Frontier Of Self
There are two basic steps to the 

endeavor of making our world a home 
for G-d. The fi rst step involves priming the 
material resource as a “vessel for G-dliness”: 
shaping the leather into tefi llin, donating 
the money to charity, scheduling time for 
Torah study. The second step is the actual 
employment of these “vessels” to serve the 
Divine Will: binding the tefi llin on the arm 

and head, using the donated money to 
feed the hungry, studying Torah, etc.

At fi rst glance, it would seem that the 
second step is the more signifi cant one, 
while the fi rst step is merely an enabler 
of the second, a means to its end. But the 
Torah’s account of the fi rst home for G-d 
that was built in our world places the 
greater emphasis on the construction of 
the “home,” rather than its actual employ-
ment as a Divine dwelling.

A sizable portion of Sefer Sh’mos is 
devoted to the construction of the Mish-

kan (Sanctuary) built by the Children of 
Israel in the desert. The Torah, which is 
usually so sparing with words that many 
of its laws are contained within a single 
word or letter, is uncharacteristically elab-
orate. The 15 materials used in the Mish-

kan’s construction are listed no less than 
three times; the components and furnish-
ings of the Mishkan are listed eight times; 
and every minute detail of the Mishkan’s 
construction, down to the dimensions of 
every wall-panel and pillar and the colors 
in every tapestry, is spelled out not once, 
but twice—in the account of G-d’s instruc-
tions to Moshe, and again in the account of 
the Mishkan’s construction.

All in all, 13 chapters are devoted to 
describing how certain physical materials 
were fashioned into an edifi ce dedicated 
to the service of G-d and the training of the 
kohanim who were to offi ciate there. (In 
contrast, the Torah devotes one chapter to 
its account of the creation of the universe, 
three chapters to its description of the rev-
elation at Mount Sinai, and eleven chap-
ters to the story of the Exodus.)

The Mishkan is the model and proto-
type for all subsequent homes for G-d con-
structed on this physical earth. So the over-
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whelming emphasis on its construction 
stage (as opposed to the implementation 
stage) implies that in our lives, too, there is 
something very special about forging our 
personal resources into things that have 
the potential to serve G-d. Making our-
selves “vessels” for G-dliness is, in a certain 
sense, a greater feat than actually bringing 
G-dliness into our lives.

For this is where the true point of trans-
formation lies—the transformation from 
a self-oriented object to a thing commit-
ted to something greater than itself. If G-d 
had merely desired a hospitable environ-
ment, He need not have bothered with a 
material world; a spiritual world could just 
as easily have been enlisted to serve Him. 
What G-d desired was the transformation 
itself: the challenge and achievement of 
selfhood transcended and materiality rede-
fi ned. This transformation and redefi ni-
tion occurs in the fi rst stage, when some-
thing material is forged into an instrument 
of the Divine. The second stage is only 
a matter of actualizing an already estab-
lished potential, of putting a thing to its 
now natural use.

Making Vessels
You meet people who have yet to invite 

G-d into their lives; whose endeavors and 
accomplishments—no matter how suc-
cessful and laudable—have yet to tran-
scend the self and self-oriented goals.

You wish to expand their horizons—to 
show them beyond the strictures of self. 
You wish to help him put on tefi llin, or to 
share with her the Divine wisdom of Torah.

But they’re not ready yet. You know that 
the concept of serving G-d is still alien to a 
life trained and conditioned to view every-
thing through the lens of self. You know 
that before you can introduce them to the 
world of Torah and mitzvos, you must fi rst 
make them receptive to G-dliness and to a 
life of intimacy with the Divine.

So when you meet them on the street, 
you simply smile and say, “Good morning!” 
You invite them to your home for a cup of 
coffee or a Shabbos dinner. You make small 
talk. You don’t, at this point, suggest any 
changes in lifestyle. You just want them to 
become open to you and what you repre-
sent.

Ostensibly, you haven’t “done” anything. 
But in essence, a most profound and rad-
ical transformation has taken place. The 
person has become a vessel for G-dliness.

Of course, the purpose of a vessel is that 
it be fi lled with content; the purpose of a 
home is that it be inhabited. The Mishkan 
was built to house the presence of G-d. But 
it is the making of vessels for G-dliness that 
is life’s greatest challenge and its most rev-
olutionary achievement. 

Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 

zt’l; adapted by Yanki Tauber. Courtesy of 

MeaningfulLife.com via Chabad.org. Find 

more Torah articles for the whole family at 

www.chabad.org/parshah.
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Mayor Parise went the extra mile 
to make Cedarhurst 

a special place to live.

Rest In Peace
I guess the snow and ice these 

last few weeks have not been suffi -
cient tests of strength for us. On Fri-
day we woke up to a temperature of 
9 degrees. Walking to shul tonight and 
tomorrow will surely stretch the lim-
its of stamina for those walking more 
than a block or two.

Friday was the funeral of our 
beloved Mayor Parise. What a terri-
ble loss for our community! So many 
have already written so much about 
his amazing history and his commit-
ment to our community. The many 
accounts written last week about his 
political service and his army service 
during World War II and the array of 
medals he received for extraordinary 
service provide a glimpse of what an 
extraordinary person he was.

What remains uppermost in my 
mind, though, was his unbridled devo-
tion to the Village of Cedarhurst and 
its residents, his perseverance and 
dedication to the enhancement of 
“his” village at all times—past, pres-
ent, and future.

He was constantly looking for new 
ways to make a great village even 
greater. A beautiful village even more 

beautiful. The great business commu-
nity even greater. The good services 
even better. As mayor, he made him-
self accessible to all his citizens and 
went the extra mile at all times to 
make Cedarhurst a special place to 

live and be enjoyed by its residents, 
children, and visitors. He changed the 
ugly and underused into a magnifi -
cent asset—such as the unbelievable 
renovation of Cedarhurst Park, taking 
it from a patchy park that few visited 
to a gorgeous model of a park with 
playgrounds full of active, happy chil-
dren, strategically placed benches and 
tables for parents, and the attached 
sprinkler area in which the children 
can frolic in the hot weather. A place 
to sit and shoot the breeze. A place to 

play ball on the fi eld or just to sit on 
the sidelines cheering.

He didn’t stop there, arranging to 
add gazebos and a free summer con-
cert series for the public to enjoy 
during those warm-weather days—
even an extra thought for the chil-
dren with a children’s program added 
before each concert!

The park has become such a reg-
ular meeting place for families and 
friends in the Five Towns community 
that keeping up with necessary add-
ons became part of the mayor’s yearly 
to-do list. Each spring, if you passed 
the park, you would see him there 
with consultants deciding on new 

improvements to this already beauti-
ful asset. More and more people utiliz-
ing the park? Mayor Parise had more 
seating added and then had the hardly 
used baseball fi eld redone and refi t-
ted. He didn’t believe in just leaving 
things “as is,” but strove constantly to 
improve upon the improvement.

We have all passed him on the road 
many a time as he made his daily 
rounds to check up on what was hap-
pening in his Cedarhurst, making sure 
everything was the way he wanted it 

to be. He became so much a fi xture 
of Cedarhurst that we tended to take 
his presence for granted without even 
thinking about the day he might not 
be with us any longer.

There will be a big void in Cedar-
hurst, and I do not envy whoever 
steps up to the plate to take his place, 
because he will be a diffi cult act to fol-
low. He was a very special man whom 
I am glad I had the pleasure to get to 
know. Rest in peace, Mayor Parise. 

Anessa Cohen lives in Cedarhurst and is a 

licensed real-estate broker and a licensed 

N.Y.S. mortgage broker with over 20 years of 

experience, offering full-service residential and 

commercial real-estate services (Anessa V Cohen 

Realty) and mortgaging services (First Meridian 

Mortgage) in the Five Towns and throughout 

the tri-state area. She can be reached at 516-569-

5007 or via her website, www.AVCrealty.com. 

Readers are encouraged to send questions or 

comments to anessa.cohen@AVCrealty.com.

real estate & 

mortgage financing
By Anessa V. Cohen
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and find any issue of the
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It’s Still Cold Outside
“When does summer start?” Yussie 

asked the other day when I had come 
in from shoveling the walkway.

“You know when summer starts 
Yuss—in June.”

“It’s June now! Summertime!” 
Yussie announced with a big smile on 
his face.

It’s cold out. It’s not just cold out-
side—it’s freezing cold outside.

Yosef doesn’t enjoy the cold 
weather. ANCHOR swimming at Echo 
Park is on hiatus until the springtime, 
and taking a walk to the Andrew J. 
Parise Cedarhurst Park is not much 
fun in the cold weather.

Speaking of the Andrew J. Parise 
Park in Cedarhurst prompts me to 
think of the wonderful mayor of our 
village who, sadly, passed away last 
week. The freezing temperatures did 
not prevent the outpouring of his 
friends, neighbors, and constituents 
from braving the weather to come 
out to listen to the words eulogizing 
this great man at St. Joachim’s Church 
this past Friday. A heated tent was set 
up outside the church so that all of 
the community could hear the won-
derful accolades for our great mayor.

He was certainly a father figure to 
all of us who had the good fortune to 
meet him. As Paula, a friend of mine 
from Cedarhurst, related to me, “He 
was here to help all of us. When I 
had a problem with the snow being 

cleared off my street, he made sure 
to follow up personally to make sure 
everything was OK.”

After the service, we followed the 
hearse along Central Avenue and 
stopped in front of the Levi Yitzchak 
Library—a place that the mayor sup-
ported. As we were walking in the bit-
ter cold along the avenue, I couldn’t 
help but think of the Memorial Day 
parades that would run along a sim-
ilar path—paying homage to the vet-
erans, like Mayor Parise, who fought 

for our country. I remember follow-
ing the Memorial Day parade to the 
Mayor Andrew Parise Park, where the 
mayor and many others would honor 
those we remembered on that day 
who gave their lives to defend our 
country.

Mayor Parise will no longer be 
physically present in our village, but 
his legacy will be felt through the 
laughter of the children who enjoy 
the park he was instrumental in 
constructing, and the smiles on the 
faces of residents during the summer 
months at the Tuesday-night concerts 
in the gazebo that he was at the fore-
front of creating. His smiling face 

will always be etched in my mind 
whenever I visit the Cedarhurst Vil-
lage Hall.

So it’s still cold outside—but the 
way Mayor Parise cared for all of us 
truly warms my heart. 

Phyllis Joy Lubin is an attorney with 

Maidenbaum & Sternberg, LLP, who resides in 

Cedarhurst with her husband, Leonard. They 

have six children—Naftali, Shoshana, Rivka, 

Rochel, Yosef, and Lea—and a daughter-in-law, 

Nina. The author welcomes your questions and 

comments at MothersMusings@gmail.com.

He was certainly a father fi gure 
to all who had the good fortune 

to meet him.

Another Mother’s 

Musings
By Phyllis J. Lubin

Gold, silver, and 
copper . . . 

(Sh’mos 25:3–7)

The materials donated for the Mishkan 
correspond to the components of 
the human being. “Gold” is the soul; 
“silver,” the body; “copper,” the voice; 
“blue,” the veins; “purple,” the flesh; 
“red,” the blood; “flax,” the intestines; 
“goat hair,” the hair; “ram skins dyed 
red,” the skin of the face; “tachash 
skins,” the scalp; “sheettim wood,” 
the bones; “oil for lighting,” the eyes; 
“spices for the anointing oil and for 
the sweet incense,” the nose, mouth 
and palate; “shoham stones and 
gemstones for setting,” the kidneys 
and the heart.

Rabbi Shmuel said: The materials 
donated for the Mishkan correspond 
to the heavens. “Gold” is the sun; 
“silver,” the moon; “copper,” the 
western horizon at sunset; “blue,” the 
sky; “purple,” the clouds; “red,” the 
rainbow; “flax,” the seraphim; “goat,” 
the constellation of capricorn; “ram 
skins dyed red,” thunder; “tachash 
skins,” lightening; “sheettim wood,” 
shooting stars; “oil for lighting,” the 
seven planets; “spices for the anointing 
oil and for the incense,” dew and rain; 
“shoham stones and gemstones for 
setting”—hail and snow. Said G-d: “My 
dwelling is in the heavens; if you make 
Me a Sanctuary on earth, I shall dwell 
in it.”

(Midrash HaGadol)



50 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES

Terumah: Giving Or Getting?
From Where I Stand

B Y  R A B B I  Y O S S Y  G O L D M A N

“And you shall take for Me a con-

tribution.”

—Sh’mos 25:2

The very first United Jewish 
Appeal was launched this week. Our 
parashah deals with the first fund-
raising campaign in history. Moses 
initiated it in order to build the Sanc-
tuary in the wilderness as well as to 
acquire all the materials needed for 
the special utensils required for the 
sacred services. This is, therefore, a 
good time to talk about the art of 
giving.

The holy Rabbi Israel of Rizhin 
said that while some people claim 
that if you give you are a fool and if 
you take you are clever, Jewish tradi-
tion teaches us that those who give 
and think they are only giving are, 
in fact, the fools. But those who give 
and understand that they are also, at 
the same time, receiving are truly 
wise.

The truth is that in giving, we 
receive more than we give. And 
not only a slice of heaven in far-

away paradise, but even in the here 
and now. Certainly, in our relation-
ships—whether family, business, 
or social—our generosity is often 
reciprocated and we find the other 
party responding in kind. But it goes 
beyond giving in order to get back. 
The very fact that we have done 
good—that which is right, noble, 
and just—gives us a sense of satis-
faction. “The takers of the world 
may eat better, but the givers of the 
world sleep better.”

This explains the unusual expres-
sion in our parashah, “V’yikchu 

li terumah”—“And you shall take 
for Me a contribution.” Why take? 
Surely, give would be the more cor-
rect term. But because in giving we 
are also receivers, the word take is 
entirely appropriate.

For the same reason, we find that 
the Hebrew expression for acts of 
loving-kindness is gemilus chasa-

dim. It is no mistake that this is in 
the plural form. Because every time 
someone performs a single act of 

kindness, at least two people are 
benefiting—the receiver and also 
the giver.

I have seen people over the years 
who were good people, giving peo-
ple, who shared and cared for oth-
ers. Then, after years of being givers, 
they stopped. Why? They became 
frustrated by the lack of appreci-
ation for all their hard work. After 
all, they had done for others; they 
never even got a simple “thank you.” 
So they were disappointed, disillu-
sioned, and in some instances even 
bitter. They resigned from pub-
lic life and from whatever commu-
nity services they were involved in. 
How sad that they didn’t realize that 
even if human beings are notori-
ously unappreciative, G-d Al-mighty 
takes note of every act of kindness 
we perform. And He responds with 
infinite blessings in His own way. 
In fact, our sages taught that if we 
express regret over the good that we 
have done we might well forfeit all 
the merits we would have otherwise 
deserved.

The rabbinate is but one example 
of the helping professions. Anyone 
involved in a congregational posi-
tion doesn’t only make speeches 
and teach Torah. One is called upon 
to serve in a pastoral role—visit-
ing, helping, counseling, comfort-
ing. While it can be very taxing 
and often emotionally draining, it 
is, without doubt, a source of deep 
satisfaction, particularly when one 
is able to make a real difference in 
people’s lives.

There are, of course, many peo-
ple I have been privileged to help in 
one way or another over the years. 
One feels a very profound sense of 
purpose knowing that he was able 
to help someone through a crisis, 
lift their spirits in a hospital, or 
give them hope and solace in a time 
of loss. Sure, I was the giver. But I 
received so much back in return. 
My life was rendered so much more 
meaningful, more worthy, for hav-
ing helped a person in need.

I shall never forget the look on 
a young woman’s face when I gave 
her the good news that I had man-
aged to locate her wayward, absen-
tee husband and convinced him to 
sign on the dotted line to give her 
the long-awaited get, the Jewish 
divorce that would finally free her 
to get on with her life. She was so 
radiant, absolutely beaming with 
joy. Whatever efforts I had made on 
her behalf were well worth it just to 
see her feel the freedom.

So whenever you think you’re a 
big deal because you did something 
for a good cause, remember: you are 
receiving much more than you are 
giving. Let us all be givers and be 
blessed for it. 

Rabbi Yossy Goldman was born in Brooklyn and 

was sent in 1976 by the Lubavitcher Rebbe as 

an emissary to serve the Jewish community of 

Johannesburg, South Africa. He is Senior Rabbi 

of the Sydenham Shul and president of the 

South African Rabbinical Association. His sefer 

“From Where I Stand: Life Messages from the 

Weekly Torah Reading” was published by Ktav 

and is available at Jewish book shops or online 

at www.ktav.com.
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Not Mine!
Mr. Miller had lent the signifi cant sum 

of $100,000 to a business associate, Mr. 
Rubin. Unfortunately, Mr. Rubin was 
only able to repay half the sum. “I have 
no available cash or assets that I can liqui-
date now,” he claimed.

“I’m willing to give you additional time, 
if you need it,” replied Mr. Miller.

“B’ezras Hashem, when business picks 
up,” said Mr. Rubin, “I will pay immedi-
ately every penny that I owe you.”

Sometime later, Mr. Miller saw Mr. 
Rubin walk into a jewelry store. Mr. 
Rubin handed the storeowner a thick 
wad of bills and received a diamond ring. 
Mr. Miller waited until he came out.

“How’s business going?” Mr. Miller 
asked.

“Still not well,” Mr. Rubin sighed.
“Sorry to hear  .  .  .  ,” said Mr. Miller. 

“I’m just wondering—you still owe me 
$50,000. You also promised that if busi-
ness picks up you will pay immediately 
every penny that you owe.”

“Of course,” replied Mr. Rubin. “Unfor-
tunately, business hasn’t picked up yet.”

“Then how did you buy that diamond 
ring with a wad of bills?” asked Mr. Miller.

Mr. Rubin laughed. “That’s what you’re 
wondering? That ring is not mine. A rel-

ative gave me money to buy it for him.”
“Who is that relative?” asked Mr. Miller.
“He asked that I not reveal his name,” 

said Mr. Rubin.
“That sounds very fi shy,” said Mr. 

Miller. “You owe me money, and you’re 
holding expensive property, bought with 
cash! It seems my right to demand pay-
ment unless you can verify whose it is. I’d 
like to go with you right now to discuss 
the matter with Rabbi Dayan.”

“Why should I have to tell you?” 
responded Mr. Rubin. “The ring is not 
mine, and that’s it! But I’m willing to 
speak with Rabbi Dayan.”

The two came to Rabbi Dayan. “Mr. 
Rubin owes me $50,000 and is holding a 
diamond ring, bought with cash, which 
he claims is not his,” said Mr. Miller. “Is he 
to be believed?”

“A borrower who is unable to pay, but 
is known to hold property, is not believed 
without evidence that the property 
belongs to another,” replied Rabbi Dayan. 
“This is based on the presumption that 
whatever is in a person’s hand is his (chaz-

akah kol mah she’tachas yado shel adam 

shelo hu). The borrower may be trying 
to evade repaying the lender” (C.M. 99:1; 
Maggid Mishneh, Malveh V’loveh 1:4).

“Similarly,” continued Rabbi Dayan, 
“the Gemara (Kesubos 19a) teaches that if 
a borrower who is unable to pay admits 
that a loan document he possesses from a 
third party is void, the borrower’s admis-
sion is not accepted to exempt the third 
party at the expense of the lender.”

“Are there cases where this rule does 
not apply?” asked Mr. Rubin.

“In cases where the borrower holds 
property that beis din is not aware of,” 
replied Rabbi Dayan, “the question arises 
whether he is believed when he says it 
belongs to others on account of the prin-
ciple of migo (lit. “since”), since he could 
hide the money or give it away. The Ram-

ban maintains that the chazakah over-
powers the migo and he is not believed, 
while others disagree. The Rema cites 
both opinions.”

“What else?” asked Mr. Rubin.
“In situations where the borrower is 

likely to possess property of others, he 
is believed,” explained Rabbi Dayan. “For 
example, if he manages investments, 
serves as a salesman, or holds items that 
are typically rented, there is a reasonable 
likelihood that the property belongs to 
others” (C.M. 99:3).

“Is money the same as other property?” 
asked Mr. Miller.

“Money is even more problematic for the 
borrower!” answered Rabbi Dayan. “Even 
if the money was given by another, if the 
borrower was expected to use it for him-
self and substitute other money, it is con-
sidered his. Moreover, the Shach (C.M. 99:2) 
maintains that whenever the borrower 
has the right to use the money, even if he 
didn’t, it is considered his; others disagree” 
(See Pischei Choshen, vol. X, 12:30–36).

From The BHI Hotline: 
Paying Father’s Debt 
With Antiques

Q. My father passed away and the only 
possession of value in his estate is a col-
lection of antique sefarim. I had his col-
lection appraised and it is worth approx-
imately $30,000. The other day a relative 
whom I trust informed me that my father 
owed him some money, and he wants 
me to repay him. He further claims that 
my father promised to give him his col-
lection of antique sefarim if he did not 
repay the loan on time. I would prefer to 
keep the sefarim for myself and repay the 
lender in cash. Am I obligated to give him 
the sefarim or may I keep the sefarim and 
repay the debt with cash?

A. It is clear that when an heir consid-
ers an undocumented claim to be cred-
ible he must repay that loan (Minchas 

Pitim, C.M. 17, in the name of Sefer Chassi-

dim). However, that obligation is limited 
to repaying the decedent’s debt from his 
estate, which, subsequent to the enact-
ment of the Geonim, includes the mov-
able objects the decedent bequeathed to 
his heirs (C.M. 107:1). However, if an heir 
wishes to repay the debt with money 
or other objects rather than the actual 
objects the decedent bequeathed to him, 
he may do so (C.M. 107:3).

The fact that your father committed 
to repay his debt with his sefarim col-
lection if he was delinquent in repaying 
the loan does not obligate you to repay 
the loan with the sefarim, since a kin-

yan (proprietary act) was not made to rat-
ify that agreement. Even if your father 

BUSINESS 
WEEKLY
By Rabbi Meir Orlian

Restoring the Primacy of Choshen Mishpat 

Continued on Page 52
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had made a vow, it does not obligate his 
heirs to fulfi ll it, and his commitment is 
no stronger than that (C.M. 252:2, see also 
Minchas Pitim 204:11). [It is interesting to 
consider whether the borrower himself 
would be obligated to fulfi ll his commit-
ment to give his sefarim collection to the 
lender. An argument could be made that 
the commitment lacked the necessary 
intent (semichas da’as) to be binding, and 
therefore the lender would not receive 
the sefarim unless they were given to him 
as security for the loan (see C.M. 73:17 and 
Shach, ad loc. 50)].

You should, however, be aware of a 
potential risk you would be taking by 
paying the lender with cash. If you sub-
sequently discover that there are other 
creditors with claims against your 
father’s estate, you may have to pay 
them as well. If you pay the fi rst creditor 
with the sefarim collection your father 
bequeathed, the estate would be depleted 
and would not be liable for other debts, 
since an heir’s responsibility to repay a 
decedent’s debt is limited to the inherited 
estate. Consequently, if you choose to pay 
this creditor with your own money in 
order to retain your inheritance, you are 
at risk from other creditors seeking col-
lection for their debts. (Note: this halacha 
is different for an inheritance of land; see 
Ketzos 107:8.)

Money Matters: Summary 
And Conclusion (Part I)

We have seen various halachic, legal, 
and technical aspects of copyrights and 

patents. There are two fundamental 
approaches in the poskim regarding this 
issue. Some maintain that halacha rec-
ognizes ownership of intangible, intel-
lectual property. Thus, there is an ele-
ment of theft when using copyrighted 
material, even in a restricted manner. 
This would limit even copying for per-
sonal use in certain cases, and it pro-
vides a broader base for liability of one 
who copied. It would also prohibit vio-
lating a non-Jew’s copyright, in addition 
to the concern of chillul Hashem.

Others maintain that halacha does 
not recognize ownership of intangi-
ble IP; the primary concern of copy-
ing, according to them, is commercial 
infringement, hasagas gevul. Nonethe-
less, since copyright is an established, 
contemporary issue, with legal rules 
and professional practices, restrictions 
of dina d’malchusa and minhag ha’me-

dinah would often apply, although per-
mission for “fair” or “educational” use is 
usually permitted in this context. Even 
according to this opinion, it is generally 
considered morally improper to violate 
someone’s copyright. 

This article is intended for learning purposes 

and not to be relied upon halacha l’maaseh. 

There are also issues of dina d’malchusa to 

consider in actual cases.

Rabbi Meir Orlian is a faculty member of 

the Business Halacha Institute, which is 

headed by HaRav Chaim Kohn, shlita, a noted 

dayan. For questions regarding business 

halacha issues, or to bring a BHI lecturer 

to your business or shul, please call the 

confi dential hotline at 877-845-8455 or e-mail 

ask@businesshalacha.com. To receive BHI’s free 

newsletter, Business Weekly, send an e-mail to 

subscribe@businesshalacha.com.
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Machberes: Inside The Chassidish And Yeshivish World

B Y  R A B B I  G E R S H O N  T A N N E N B A U M

Merkaz Hakollelim of Skver held 
its 52nd annual dinner this past Sun-
day evening, February 15, at the Ateres 
Chaya ballroom in Boro Park. Merkaz 
Hakollelim now consists of more than 
a dozen kollels in Skver, Spring Valley, 
NY, in which almost 1,000 young men 
intensely study Torah and prepare for 
lives of service as teachers of Torah, 
as dayanim, and as rabbanim. Under 
the leadership of Rabbi Dovid Twer-
sky, Skverer Rebbe, members of the 
kollelim devote full days, from before 
sunup until almost midnight, every 
day of the week, to absorb the depths 
of Jewish law. That dedication is only 
made possible by the generous sup-
port of Skverer chassidim worldwide 
and by those close to Skver.

The event at Ateres Chaya was dra-
matic in the number of those attend-
ing, in the amount of money raised, 
and in the range of attire, from 
intensely chassidic to modern Ortho-
dox, all unifi ed in support of height-
ened Torah study. Honorees include 
Yom Tov Lipman Direnfeld, son of 
Mechel Direnfeld, a’h, and Aaron Mos-
kowitz, remembering his parents, 
Yehuda Eliezer ben Meyer Aryeh and 
Liba Leah bas Dovid, a’h, recogniz-
ing their huge and sustained support 
through the years. The evening was 
dedicated to the memory of Aaron 

Yehoshua ben Meyer Aryeh Moskow-
itz, a’h, whose home periodically 
was ennobled in hosting the Skverer 
Rebbe.

The dayan of Skver relayed the 
berachah from the Skverer Rebbe 
and remembered Rabbi Yoel Yeshaya 
Ungar, zt’l (1924–2014), the gabbai of 
Rebbe Yakov Yosef Twersky, zt’l (1899–
1968), late Skverer Rebbe, as well as 
gabbai of the present Skverer Rebbe.

Rabbi Shaya Ungar, zt’l, 
Skverer Gabbai

The entire population of Skver, 
including older men and little boys, 
escorted Reb Yeshaya on erev Shab-

bos Naso, Friday, May 3, to his eter-
nal rest. He was 89. He had served as 
gabbai to the Rebbes of Skver for 64 
years. His father was Rabbi Avrohom 
Tzvi Ungar, zt’l, Hy’d (1898–1944), Kap-
awar Rav in Hungary and author of 
the Machneh Avraham.

While at the Shabbos tisch of 
Rabbi Shayala Steiner, zt’l (1851–1925), 
revered Kerestirer Rebbe, Rabbi Avro-
hom Tzvi was given cholent directly 
from Rabbi Shayala. The cholent 
had a bone in it. In Yiddish a bone 
is “bine,” similar to word “ben,” a son 
in Hebrew. Receiving a bone in the 
cholent shirayim from Rabbi Shay-
ala was an indication that a son was 
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to be born. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Rabbi Avrohom Tzvi cel-
ebrated the birth of a son. In 
the interim, the Kerestirer 
Rebbe had passed away and 
Rabbi Avrohom Tzvi named 
the child Yeshaya in honor 
of the late Rebbe.

Miraculously surviving the 
Holocaust and arriving in the 
United States, Rabbi Shaya 
became a follower of Rabbi 
Yakov Yosef Twersky, zt’l, 

Skverer Rebbe. As the num-
ber of chassidim increased, 
the Rebbe sought a full-time 
gabbai to assist in serving 
the growing demand. In 1950, 
Rabbi Shaya was invested 
with the responsibility of 
becoming the Rebbe’s chief 
of staff. Sadly, Rabbi Yakov 
Yosef passed away at the rel-
atively young age of 69. He 
was succeeded by his son, 
Rabbi Dovid, present Skverer 
Rebbe. Rabbi Shaya contin-
ued his intense dedication 
on behalf of the successor 
Skverer Rebbe.

He devotedly and self-
lessly served the Rebbe and 
all of his chassidim. Rabbi 
Yaakov Yosef blazed a new 
path when he established 
the chassidish village of 
New Square (Shikun Skver) 
on American soil in Spring 
Valley. The trials and trib-
ulations of the innovative 
undertaking were shared by 
Rabbi Shaya, who gave of 
himself completely to ensur-
ing its success.

Rabbi Shaya’s every day 
was incredible in the volume 
of responsibility that he car-
ried upon his shoulders. He 
would sit at the Rebbe’s door 
writing kvittlech for peti-
tioners until 2 or 3 in the 
morning, after which he had 
a regular seder of learning 
Mishnayos. Before Shacha-

ris every morning, he would 
complete the recital of the 
entire Tehillim.

He was stationed at the 
Rebbe’s side for Shacharis, 
Minchah, and Ma’ariv and 
oversaw the almost daily 
b’ris milahs, tefillin for bar 
mitzvahs, pidyon ha’bens, 
tenayim, chuppahs, and sheva 
berachos. Every Shabbos 
tisch had Rabbi Shaya ensure 
that its timing was perfect. 
All arrangements that were 
decided for those who con-
sulted the Rebbe were orga-
nized and overseen by Rabbi 
Shaya. He had become indis-
pensable. An entire staff was 
needed to continue the func-
tions that Rabbi Shaya devel-
oped and conducted.

At the dinner, a slideshow 
was presented, with the hope 
that the immensity of Rabbi 
Shaya’s lifework would be 
fully described. The warm 
words that he imparted to 
those in need, the heartfelt 
tefillos that he led, and the 

sweet songs that he vocal-
ized will never be forgotten.

Celebrating 
Rabbi Itzik Twersky 

The evening also served to 
highlight the amazing work 
that is being performed by 
Rabbi Itzik Twersky. Rabbi 
Itzik is the oldest son of Rabbi 
Dovid Twersky, zt’l (1921–2001), 
Skverer Rebbe of Boro Park, 
who was a medical pioneer. 
Never having seen a medi-
cal school, the Skverer Rebbe 
of Boro Park, in his youth, 
acquired an unbelievable 
insight into medical science. 
As a student at Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaath, he was given an 
offi ce where he was consulted 
on all sorts of medical issues.

Before the world knew of 
medical referral services or 
the benefi t of second opin-
ions, the young Rabbi Dovid 
Twersky had already estab-
lished an invaluable network 
of superb medical profession-
als with earned outstanding 
reputations, greatly respected 
by colleagues. Rabbi Dovid 
had an uncanny ability to 
fi nd doctors and surgeons 
who themselves were ahead 
of their times. Rabbi Dovid 
developed a fi erce loyalty on 
the part of the doctors who 
would stop whatever they 
were doing, stand at atten-
tion, and bid the Rebbe’s spe-
cifi c instructions.

He knew which doctors 
were preeminent in healing 

different maladies. People 
from all over the world came 
to him for medical advice 
and referrals. Leading doctors 
were stupefi ed by his knowl-
edge and were unable to 
decline his referrals. Doctors 
gave up vacations because 
Rabbi Twersky called—such 
was the awe and respect that 
he earned.

Rabbi Itzik Twersky, his 
oldest son and brother to 
Rabbi Yechiel Mechel, suc-
cessor Skverer Rebbe of Boro 
Park, has inherited the holy 
work that his father initi-
ated. Rabbi Itzik arranges 
medical attention for those 
who need specialized treat-
ments. People contact him at 
all hours of the day or night. 

He arranges hospital transfers 
when needed. Leading medi-
cal professionals all over the 
world know that when Rabbi 
Itzik calls, immediate atten-
tion is necessary.

In seeking to help those 
who call upon him, Rabbi 
Itzik often consults with the 
Skverer Rebbe, who has devel-
oped an exceedingly high 
regard for his lifesaving work. 
Humbly, Rabbi Itzik accepted 
the distinction and recog-
nition bestowed upon him. 
May Heaven pave the way for 
more success. 

Rabbi Gershon Tannenbaum is the 

rav of B’nai Israel of Linden Heights 

in Boro Park and director of the 

Rabbinical Alliance of America. He can 

be contacted at yeshiva613@aol.com.
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A Foodie’s Experience Of Kosher
This year’s Kosher Food & Wine Expe-

rience event featured the best that the 
kosher restaurant and wine industry has 
to offer, and a who’s who of the kosher 
foodie world came out to play. If you 
could spot them through the immensely 
populated crowds, you could rub elbows 
with the likes of the Aussie chef herself, 
Naomi Nachman; share a tasting table 
and take a picture with Levana Kirschen-
baum and Elan Kornblum; and discuss 
traveling the world and fi nding kosher 
food while eating sorbet with Dani 
Klein from YeahThatsKosher.com. Feb-
ruary 9 was defi nitely a night of foodie 
moments not to be forgotten.

Making our way through the large 
auditorium at the Metropolitan Pavil-
ion in Manhattan, we were struck with 
a sensory overload of visually beauti-
ful dishes and aromas of delectable cui-
sines; we couldn’t help but feel we were 
at a kosher version of a Top Chef event. 
One thing was for sure: everyone at this 
event, whether in front of or behind 
those tables, had a strong passion for 
kosher cuisine. Anytime we overheard 
a fellow attendee say something along 
the lines of “that was the best thing I 
had tonight,” we immediately sprang on 
them to fi nd out what it was to make 
sure we did not miss it!

Some of our more memorable 
moments were visits to ETC Steakhouse 
(Teaneck, NJ) where they offered cured 
chamomile rib-eye with potato bacon 
mousse with a lotus root chip. The rib-
eye was soft and tender, the mousse 
was outstanding, and the chip was per-
fectly crisp. Glatt A-La-Carte (Boro Park) 
had a wonderful gnocchi with braised 
beef in a red-wine sauce. Chagall Bistro 

(Park Slope) served an outstanding beef 
tartare with potato dentelle—delicious 
fl avor, perfectly executed.

Grow & Behold delivers pasteurized 
meats raised on small family farms. 
They had delicious artisanal sausages, 
“bacon” burgers, and navel pastrami. 
Our favorite was the mild spicy chorizo. 
One of my most favorite dishes of the 
night was the hot lamb bacon from T-Fu-
sion Steakhouse (Marine Park, Brook-
lyn). It was an epic bite of food: crispy 
on the outside, tender and just the right 
amount of fattiness on the inside, with 
a sweet sauce. We could have eaten 
more than our two servings if we hadn’t 
eaten as much as we had that night.

Gemstone Catering’s booth was defi -
nitely the star of the night. It had the 
most beautiful house-smoked char-
cuterie you have ever seen, done to per-
fection, sliced in front of you, smoky 
and tender and perfectly salty. They 

offered other perfect little bites like 
smoked egg pâté with crispy lamb-
cetta “lardon” and house-made Barten-
ura balsamic ketchup served on a New 
York everything bagel crostini that can 
only be described as perfection. The bal-
ance of creamy and salty and crunchy in 
one bite was out of this world. Another 

branch of Gemstone, Wandering Que, 
had a wonderful 18-hour barrel-and-cher-
rywood-smoked barbecue angus beef 
brisket that was not to be missed.

If you haven’t been to the KFWE 
before, it is an exciting event to taste 
and see a little bit of what is out there 
in the world of kosher food and wine 
all in one night—if you are up for the 
challenge of crowd-surfi ng and work-
ing a bit to get to your little bite. If you 
fi nd that one morsel of heaven that will 
introduce you to a restaurant you might 
not have known about, then it might be 
well worth the experience. 

Want to learn how to cook delicious gourmet 

meals right in your own kitchen? Take one-

on-one cooking lessons or give a gift to an 

aspiring cook you know. For more information, 

contact Take Home Chef personal chef 

services by calling 516-508-3663, writing 

to elke@TakeHomeChef.net, or visiting 

www.TakeHomeChef.net.

We felt we were at a kosher version 
of a Top Chef event.

THE DISH
By Elke Probkevitz
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Community News 

From Around 

The World
It’s In The Genes At JEC

On Tuesday, February 3, the Jew-
ish Educational Center’s Bruriah High 
School division hosted Dor Yeshorim, 
an international genetic screening orga-
nization that aims to prevent the trans-
mission of genetic disorders that have 
an increased frequency among the Ash-
kenazi Jewish community.

The Dor Yeshorim system was 
designed in the early 1980s by an Ortho-
dox rabbi to test young adults before 
they begin to contemplate marriage. 
Participants can then use the system to 
learn their genetic compatibility with 
potential marital partners.

The confi dential testing was offered 
to Bruriah 11th-and 12th-graders and was 
entirely optional. Participating students 
were assigned private numbers that they 
will be able to use in the future to check 
whether they have healthy genetic com-
patibility with a future mate.

To learn more, visit www.

jewishgenetics.org/dor-yeshorim. 

Misameach’s Midwinter 
Gala Brings Joy

Misameach’s annual midwinter event 
is designed to bring families with sick 
children together for a magical eve-
ning of excitement and song, in keep-
ing with the organization’s mission to 
bring joy to the lives of children who 
need it most. This year’s event, held on 
Monday, February 2, was attended by 
close to a thousand members of the 
Misameach family.

The entire Lake Terrace was trans-
formed into an indoor forest. In the 
lobby, a giant, realistic-looking wooden 
structure bore a sign reading “Mis-
ameach National Park,” serving as the 
“visitor’s center” where guests received 
their gift bags chock-full of toys and 
entertainment for children of all ages, 
as well as tickets to enter into an excit-
ing raffl e.

Walking into the main room, one 
truly felt transported to a lush for-
est. Actual trees surrounded a fl oor of 
leaves and dirt, and the smell of fresh 
pine lent authenticity to the scene. 
The green lighting refl ected the trees 
and cast their glow on a towering sky-
way, painstakingly built by dedicated 
volunteers over many hours. Children 
climbed the steps to the enclosure on 
top for a bird’s-eye view of the breath-
taking scene.

In the center of the huge room were 

4:30 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Mishnah Berurah: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:00 am @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shmuel Grossman

5:15 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Rafael Fink

5:30 am @ Chofetz Chaim Torah Center – Cedarhurst

@ Rabbi Neiman’s Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yossi Schonkopf

5:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) – Magid Shiur: Rav Shmuel Witkin

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

6:00 am @ Agudah of L.I – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@
@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul

 Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Sholom Fried, Rabbi Daniel Fink

@ CBEY- Island Ave., Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shalom Rosner

@ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Greenblatt

6:10 am @ Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Rabbi Spiegel

6:15 am @ Cong. Beis Avraham – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Henoch Grumet

@ Beis Haknesses of North Woodmere

6:30 am @ Agudah of West Lawrence – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Moshe Brown

@ Young Israel of Law./Cedar. Maggid Shiur: Yale Fishman/Yaakov Shalev
@ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Rabbi Katz's Shul in Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pinchas Birnhack

6:40 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Aron Glatt

@ Congregation Beth Shalom – Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Yechiel Weberman
6:45 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ The White Shul – Magidei Shiur: Rabbi Kanner

@ Agudah of the Five Towns – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

7:00 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dr. Mermelstein

@ Congregation Beth Avraham – Sunday ONLY

@ Yeshiva Gedolah of 5 Towns – Magid Shiur: Rav Yitzchok Knobel

@ Young Israel of Law./Ced. – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

7:09 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR 3rd car from the end – Direct to Penn Station

Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kodesh

7:10 am @ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue
7:15 am @ Aish Kodesh – Sunday ONLY

@ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul)

@ Chabad – Maple Avenue, Cedarhurst

7:30 am @ Agudah of L.I. (Rabbi Reisman) In Library – Magidei Shiur:

Rabbis S. Kohn, N. Schweid, R. Flegman

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid – Sunday ONLY

7:35 am @ Y.I. of Woodmere – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi R. Fink

7:45 am @ Kehillas Bais Yehudah Tzvi (the Red Shul) – Sunday ONLY

@
@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz’s shul - Shabbos ONLY

 Beth Sholom – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

7:50 am @ Far Rockaway LIRR front section of the last car – Direct to Penn Station

7:55 am @ Lawrence LIRR – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Pesach Lerner

8:00 am @ Shaaray Tefila – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Kalish

@ Agudas Yisroel of Long Island – Sunday ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Tzvi Flaum

@ Mesivta Ateres Yaakov, 131 Washington Avenue (Shabbos Only)

8:10 am @ LIRR Far Rockaway Branch, in the last car of the train, which makes stops at

Inwood, Lawrence, Cedarhurst and Woodmere at 8:22 am
Magid Shiur: Rabbi Menachem Adler

8:15 am @ Beth Sholom – Shabbos ONLY – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yale Fishman

8:45 am @ Agudah of L.I. – Sunday ONLY in library

@ Sunday mornings at Beis Tefilah – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Shaya Richmond

10:15 am @ The White Shul – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Matt Cohen

12:50 pm @ Cedarhurst Center – Ground Floor Conf. Room – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Lichtenstein

8:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Nochum Katz

@ Aish Kodesh – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Simcha Weingott

@ Y.I. of Far Rockaway – Magid Shiur: R’ Daniel Martin and R’ Avraham Bachrach 

8:15 pm @ Cong. Beis Medrash of Cedarhurst – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Spiegel

8:30 pm @ Y.I. of Oceanside

@ Congregation Heichal Dovid

8:45 pm @ Yeshiva Sh’or Yoshuv – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Metz

@ Rabbi Blumenkrantz – Magid Shiur: Rabbi Yosef Friedler

9:00 pm @ Agudah of L.I. – Magid Shiurim: Rabbi Lichtenstein/Rotating Chaburah

@ Agudah of West Lawrence – Rabbi Brown’s Shul

@ Agudah of Bayswater

@ Beis Tefilah – (Tues.– Thurs.) Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Ephraim Edelstein

DAFYOMISHIURIM
In the 5 Towns Far Rockaway Area
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the bears of the forest. Large cages 
housed the animals to be used in a 
grand show later that evening. Mean-
while, children enjoyed watching the 
bears roam around their enclosures 
from a closer vantage point than at the 
zoo.

But the elaborate scenery was only 
the beginning. A lavish spread by Green-
wald Caterers allowed parents to feed 
their families from a virtually unlimited 
buffet. Cotton candy, popcorn, snow 
cones, candy, and cookies made for 
sticky and satisfying dessert options.

An abundance of activities kept 
attendees busy, including carnival 
booths, crafts, face-painting, and a num-
ber of exciting infl atable rides.

Before the entertainment portion 
of the evening began, Misameach pre-

sented an award to Investors Bank in 
recognition of their generous contribu-
tions to Misameach. Beloved pediatri-
cian Dr. Reuven Shanik was recognized 
for his great devotion to all of Lake-
wood’s children and to the entire Lake-
wood community.

Dr. Shanik participated in a lively 
on-stage rekidah with volunteers and 
then said a few words of praise for the 
lifesaving work of Misameach. Later, 
Dr. Shanik also accepted an award on 
behalf of Dr. Ian Jacobs, medical direc-
tor of the Center for Pediatric Airway 
Disorders at the prestigious Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), in 
gratitude for his dedication to and care 
of many of the Misameach children.

Once all of the awards were pre-
sented, the music struck up a lively tune 

and some of the popular names in Jew-
ish music took to the stage to spread 
their unique brands of joy. The lineup 
included, in order of appearance, Uri 
Davidi, Yoni Z, and Benny Friedman.

The New Jersey Transit Police, 
brought in to the event with the help of 
the New Jersey Chaplains Association, 
presented a K9 dog show, followed by 
questions from the audience (especially 
the preteen boys!).

The Twins from France delighted the 
audience with their trademark antics, 
putting on a show the children are sure 
to remember.

Finally, the bears had their moment in 
the spotlight, with children and adults 
watching in fascination as the large ani-
mals jumped, rolled, danced, and per-
formed intricate tricks. The show was 

the highlight of the event for many, 
who were amazed by Misameach’s abil-
ity to come up with such unique and 
innovative shows every year.

Though the event was offi cially sup-
posed to end at 8:00 p.m., guests lin-
gered far longer, unwilling to leave the 
magical atmosphere and the spirit of 
warmth and camaraderie that pervaded 
Lake Terrace that night.

If one had to choose the defi ning fea-
ture of the night, it would be the glow-
ing smiles evident on the faces of every 
parent, child, volunteer, and caretaker 
present at this evening that will long 
be remembered created by an organi-
zation that has profoundly touched so 
many lives. 

Some of the Misameach family The bears perform for Misameach

Continued on Page 62
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Unusual Weather
I understand that you guys have been 

having some extreme weather in New 
York, the coldest weather in decades. 
Interestingly, we have also been hav-
ing some colder-than-normal weather 
lately, and with snow in the Yerusha-
layim forecast at the end of the week. 
Maybe it’s not as cold as yours, but we 
are incredibly unused to it. One of the 

strangest parts of the latest weather 
system may have been the weather we 
had as this front blew in, an unseasonal 
major sandstorm that lasted about two 
days.

Sandstorms are not unusual here, 
but they normally occur in the warmer 
months, especially toward the end of 
summer. It is very rare to have one in 
winter, especially one as strong as this 
one. There was sand and dust seemingly 
everywhere.

The cars were covered with it to the 
point that it was diffi cult to see out the 
windows because of the muck. It was 
all over the streets and blew into any 
open window. Goldie commented that 
she could taste it in the air. People with 
respiratory issues were warned to stay 
inside, and people were advised not to 
exercise outdoors.

A sandstorm is also usually followed 
by a rainstorm that washes and cleans 
out the air. This sandstorm was so 
heavy that when the rain began to fall, 
it came down as a thick, sloggy paste. 
Goldie said that instead of raining, it 
was “mudding.” Yuck.

On the second day of the hazy over-
cast, I was traveling to the yeshiva a few 
minutes before sunset. I happened to 
glance up at the sky and noticed the sun, 
which appeared in a way that I had never 

seen before. The haze from the sand was 
so thick that the sun appeared as a white 
circle and you could look at it with the 
naked eye. It looked about as bright as 
the full moon and was extremely eerie.

When the sandstorm fi nally abated, 
I headed off to the gas station to clean 
my car windows (along with just about 
every other car owner in the country). 
Imagine having dry mud caked all over 
your windows—that is basically what I 
had. By the time I got there, the water 
in the squeegee bucket was fi lthy. And 
I used it anyway because the end result 
was much cleaner than what I had been 
trying to look through.

I still have to clean out the dust 
from the inside of the car, though, at 
least before Goldie gets home. I have 
been playing Mr. Mom all week so that 
Goldie could spend some time with her 
family to enjoy our niece Rivky Krein-
berg’s wedding to our newest nephew, 
Ari Horn. And they are literally next-
door neighbors—how do you like that!

So I have been making chocolate 
sandwiches (yes, chocolate is a sand-
wich-stuffer here) and chummus sand-
wiches and driving all the carpools and 
maintaining everyone’s schedule, and 
I have had enough. I did not need this 
week to show me how amazing Goldie 
is and how much she does. But I really 
don’t know how she does it without 
going insane.

Thankfully, she is a detail-oriented 
person and gave me step-by-step 
instructions. I, of course, messed up on 
the very fi rst day with the fi rst item on 
her list: “Put Mordechai’s lunch into his 
knapsack.” You can bet that I paid very 
close attention to that list from then on.

One good thing about her not being 
here is that she will not get a chance to 
preview this article and tell me to edit 
out stuff she doesn’t want included, 
something she often does when I fi nish 
writing. So, I get to tell her that I love her 
and miss her and please come back home 
already! (And yes, I did all the laundry.) 

Shmuel Katz is the executive director of 

Yeshivat Migdal HaTorah (www.migdalhatorah.

org), a new gap-year yeshiva. Shmuel, his wife 

Goldie, and their six children made aliyah in 

July of 2006. Before making aliyah, he was 

the executive director of the Yeshiva of South 

Shore in Hewlett. You can contact him at 

shmu@migdalhatorah.org.

Instead of raining, 
it was “mudding.” Yuck.

OUR ALIYAH 
CHRONICLE
By Shmuel Katz

Morning sun over Modi’in in a sandstorm
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5 T J T  P u z z l e  P a g e

Solution To Previous Crossword: 
Standing For

Puzzle appeared on Page 56 of the February 13 issue.
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K
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Y
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46

A
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N
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A
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51

S T S E
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N
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B
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A
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P O P A
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C
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H
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A S C S
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Crossword: 
Stars Wars, Jewish Edition
B Y  Y O N I  G L A T T

Across

1. Asher ___ . . .
5. Schindler of Schindler’s List

10. Word before Yisrael

14. Greek war god
15. Saved on supper, perhaps
16. Jewish frat
17. Weapon for an Israeli Jedi?
19. Record
20. Battery size
21. Fit for David or Achashverosh
22. Not prerecorded
23. Ill will
25. Bounty-hunting prime minister?
28. Frenzied
29. Letter that can be long
30. Actress Vardalos of My Big Fat Greek 

Wedding

31. Bottom line
33. Danger to divers
34. Wagers
35. Frum part of The Force?
39. ___ Yikra

40. Pull a Buckner
41. ___-mo
42. Furrow
43. Fancy neckwear
44. Creighton University site
48. Wookie of the tribe?
51. Rabbi Weil of the OU
52. Landlocked Asian land
53. NYU arts name
55. Like the Rova
56. Speck
57. Lord of Passover?
59. [See other side]
60. Mr. T’s group
61. Hamlet, e.g.
62. You might need one’s help for this 

puzzle
63. Like some questions
64. Clarinetist Artie

Down

1. Balak’s curser
2. Grande who sings
3. Get back
4. Blonde shade
5. They might be spring-loaded?
6. Deer sir
7. Grill item
8. El Al asset
9. Cellular stuff
10. Gush ___
11. Unlike matzah

12. Many Jews have one Friday night
13. Fanciful story
18. Pacts
22. Last Knick to make the Garden go 

insane
24. One who goes for the gold
26. Swells (up)
27. Prof.’s helpers
32. Former Adam Brody show
33. Audience
34. Ecological unit
35. The greatest thing in the world, 

according to Billy Crystal’s Miracle 
Max

36. It’s prepared before Shabbos
37. Piece of Talmud
38. Lazy ones
39. Medical star of the NBA?
43. Humanities degs.
45. ___ Zarah

46. Capital of Montana
47. Luck in the NFL
49. Get on
50. Buenos ___
51. Joe who’s a yutz

54. Marvel(ous) Lee
56. + or – item
57. Calendar square
58. Directors Wood and Burns

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38
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Building Bridges 
For Children 
With Special Needs

Chana Sharfstein is a fi ghter. Through-
out much of her life she endured trag-
edy, struggles, and many obstacles. This 
never deterred her from fi ghting for 
what is just and right. When her autistic 
daughter, Zlatie, passed away last year 
at the age of 53, it propelled her to con-
tinue to fi ght on behalf of people with 
special needs.

“When Zlatie was diagnosed with 
autism, the medical condition was only 
in its infancy,” Sharfstein recalls. “There 
were no occupational therapists, physi-
cal therapists, or early-intervention pro-
grams to assist the child. Few resources 
such as day camps, schools, or residen-
tial centers were available.”

Most painful for her and her fam-
ily was the lack of support and under-
standing of the needs of this popula-
tion. While many in the 1960s chose to 
hide their special-needs children from 
the public, Sharfstein treated Zlatie like 

every other member of the family, tak-
ing her to the park, restaurants, and 
public events. As a result, there was a 
backlash for her family members who 
were the recipients of mocking by class-
mates, belittling by teachers, and nega-
tive undertones from their neighbors.

While the situation today has 
improved, with community support, 
schools catering to this population, and 
organizations such as Chabad’s Friend-
ship Circle, Sharfstein says the commu-
nity still needs to learn about people 
with special needs and how to be more 
sensitive to them and their families. In 
a new book, Dignifi ed Differences: A Spe-

cial Soul, Sharfstein and her family talk 
about their pain, their triumphs, and 
their emotions.

“Zlatie’s life impacted our family in a 
most painful and heartbreaking way,” 
her brother Sruli Sharfstein writes. “It 
was during a time when people with 
special needs were not understood. 
Our neighbors, associates, and men-
tors teased me, and at times placed the 
blame of her ‘blemishes’ on me. I still 
feel the pain. I still live with the insults 
and ridicule I endured as a child.”

For Sruli it was tragic, but he tri-
umphed. “I feel that Zlatie was placed 
on this earth to test our humanity and 
compassion. Some failed; others greatly 
succeeded.”

Zlatie’s sister Seema Gersten 
describes Zlatie as one who was 
unable to communicate with those 
she loved the most, yet she was able to 
tell them which songs she wanted on 
the record player and what foods she 
would enjoy for dinner. “When you 
judge someone based on a diagnosis,” 
she writes, “you miss out on their abil-
ities, uniqueness, and beauty. Zlatie 
was so much more than a woman 
struggling with autism.”

With raw emotions, Zlatie’s mother 
writes about her role as the caretaker, 
the emotional struggle when she had to 
decide to send her to a residence, and 
facing her granddaughter who came 
face-to-face with someone who spoke 
condescendingly about Zlatie.

With all that, she writes: “Thank you, 
G-d, for entrusting me with this spe-
cial human being. Zlatie impacted my 
entire life and helped me grow in so 
many ways, teaching me to appreciate 

the small things, to love uncondition-
ally, to be strong.”

On Sunday, March 8, 7:30–9:30 p.m., 
Sharfstein and the Friendship Circle of 
Brooklyn, in commemoration of Zlat-
ie’s yahrzeit, is presenting “Building 
Bridges,” an evening of awareness for 
people with special needs. The event 
will take place at the Jewish Children’s 
Museum, 792 Eastern Parkway in Brook-
lyn. At the event, Dignifi ed Differences: 

A Special Soul will be distributed to all 
attendees. 

Touro Takes Part 
In Annual HOPE Survey

Students, faculty, administrators, 
and support staff from the Touro Col-
lege Graduate School of Social Work 
braved freezing temperatures from mid-
night until the wee hours of the morn-
ing on Monday last week to help New 
York City with its annual count of the 
number of homeless people living on 
the streets and offering to take them to 
shelters.

The evening marked the sixth con-
secutive year that the graduate school 
participated in the event, which draws 
thousands of volunteers from through-
out the city to canvass parks, subways, 
and other public spaces as part of the 
New York City Department of Homeless 
Services Homeless Outreach Population 
Estimate.

“Participating in HOPE is aligned 
with Touro’s mission of tikkun olam,” 
said Professor Elhanan Marvit, MSW, 
LCSW, director of the Brooklyn learn-
ing site and administrative services at 
the graduate school. “It also raises our 
consciousness to the issues surround-
ing homelessness, and, as the city has 
noted, HOPE is critical to helping evalu-
ate strategies to overcome street home-
lessness as well as appropriate housing 
resources for the most vulnerable New 
Yorkers living without shelter.”

MSW student Georgia Bancooten 
noted, “Participating in the annual 
HOPE 2015 count is about giving back 
to our community. I pass a young man 
with a cardboard sign and coffee cup 
asking for money and assistance every 
day outside our campus. This was our 
night to make an impact for the home-
less in our city.” 

Polly-O Certified By OU
The Kraft Foods line of Polly-O brand 

string cheese is now certifi ed kosher by 
the Orthodox Union (OU). Polly-O is the 
only mainstream string-cheese brand to 
be kosher-certifi ed by the OU across its 
entire line of products. Kosher consum-
ers can now enjoy the well-known qual-
ity and taste of Polly-O String Cheese 
that is 100% real cheese, with no artifi -
cial fl avors.

“We’re always listening to our fans, 
including those in the kosher commu-
nity, and we know they are looking 
for premium, mainstream brands with 
OU certifi cation,” said Camille Vareille, 
senior brand manager for Polly-O. “With 
high-quality ingredients and delicious 
fl avors to choose from, we’re excited 
to offer Polly-O to kosher string-cheese 
lovers,” Vareille added.

The Polly-O production facility 
in Campbell, NY underwent numer-
ous rabbinical inspections and a full 
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koshering process to attain the OU cer-
tifi cation. The plant now has a team 
of kosher supervisors, one of whom 
is always on-site during production to 
meet the OU’s strict standards. The OU, 
the world’s largest kosher certifying 
agency, is seen as the hallmark kosher 
certifi cation by many consumers.

“Bringing a beloved brand such as 
Polly-O to the kosher community and 
increasing options for the kosher con-
sumer is what the OU is all about,” 
remarked Rabbi Menachem Genack, 
CEO of OU Kosher. “Working with the 
Polly-O team, and their enthusiasm 
towards the project, has been a plea-
sure,” Rabbi Genack added.

Polly-O String Cheese and Polly-O 
Twists are available in seven varieties 
and are a favorite of moms and kids 
alike. Widely available in the Eastern 
U.S., Polly-O is made with no artifi cial 
fl avors or preservatives, is a good source 
of protein and calcium, and contains 
0 grams of lactose.

Polly-O sister brand Kraft String 
Cheese, available in the Western U.S. 
states, has attained OU kosher certifi -
cation on many of its varieties as well. 
Consumers should look on Kraft String 
Cheese packages for the OU symbol.

Polly-O and Kraft String Cheese prod-
ucts bearing the OU-D symbol are avail-
able at retail outlets nationwide, but as 
always, observant consumers should be 
sure to check for the OU-D certifi cation 
symbol prior to purchase or consump-
tion. 

Central 10th-Graders 
Celebrate Shabbaton

Central High School sophomores 
had an amazing time at the fantastic 
gradewide Shabbaton two weeks ago. 
The fun kicked off on Friday morning 
with a media presentation and game to 
introduce the theme of the weekend, 
“The HeART of the Matter: The world 
is your canvas.” Students discussed art 
and music in the Torah and in contem-

porary Modern Orthodox life. The soph-
omores then ventured to Great Neck 
for lunch and pottery-painting at Mud-
dworks.

Back at Central, students vied for a 
culinary title in a cholent cook-off. The 
school building came alive on Friday 
night with a beautiful Carlebach-style 
davening and Shabbos dinner. Ms. 
Denah Emerson spoke about her expe-
riences as a religious female in a school 
for the arts. Following a session about 
Rav Kook’s understanding of what it 
means to be an artist, grade represen-
tatives Emily Berger and Evelyn Pollak 
led the sophomores in a fun game at an 
oneg.
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Then came the cherry on top—a 
slumber party in the gym!

On Shabbos day, students davened 
at the Young Israel of Holliswood and 
enjoyed additional sessions about 
Torah and the arts, including a shiur by 
Ms. Miriam Borenstein. Motzaei Shab-

bos activities featured a mix of chesed 
and fun. The grade reps topped off the 
night with dancing, karaoke, and a piz-
za-and-ice-cream party. 

YUHSG Goes 
To Washington

At Central, students are motivated to 
bring their passion for current events 
beyond the classroom as they strive to 
make the world a better place. Central 
is proud of its 12 students—spanning 
all four grades—who joined YUPAC on 
Wednesday last week for a lobby mis-
sion to Washington, D.C. On Sunday, in 
preparation for their visit, participants 
attended a training seminar at Stern 
College.

At their fi rst stop in the nation’s cap-
ital, the participants arrived at AIPAC 
headquarters, where they met with 
senior AIPAC leaders. Students learned 
of the active debate in Congress about 
a proposed bill to increase sanctions 
on Iran. The “lobbyists” then met with 
Congresswoman Grace Meng of the 
Sixth District of New York, as well as 
her offi ce staff, to present reasons why 

she should support the bill if it were 
to pass in the Senate and come to the 
House.

Rabbi Eli Slomnicki says the stu-
dents, led by alumna Rivka Abbe (’12), 
were amazing. After davening Min-

chah in front of the Capitol, the stu-
dents were privileged to visit the Israeli 
Embassy, where three embassy employ-
ees described their diplomatic func-
tions and advised the students how to 
combat misinformed statements about 
Israel on social-media sites. Marnie 
Weingarten (’18) “can’t wait to continue 
to organize lobbies for Central in the 
future.” 

YU Launches Technology 
Certificate Programs

Yeshiva University is planning to 
launch four skills-based technology 
career certifi cate programs beginning 
May 11, 2015. The programs will provide 
remote-collaboration-driven courses, 
focused on software technology and 
data analytics—crucial areas of grow-
ing need in the marketplace. The certifi -
cates will be offered through YU Global, 
Yeshiva University’s online learning ini-
tiative, and can be completed over a six-
month period.

“YU Global is an important evolu-
tionary step for Yeshiva, offering an 
innovative approach to the delivery of 
advanced education and training,” said 
Dr. Selma Botman, YU vice president 
for academic affairs. “These programs 
will help students meet the growing 
demand for high-tech careers and cap-
italize on the richness of resources that 
are available online.”

Students in the programs will work 
with faculty mentors on real-world team 
projects to build the practical skills and 
experience employers are looking for in 
Agile Web Application Development in 
Ruby on Rails, Big Data/Data Analytics, 
eCommerce Technologies, and Mobile 
Application Development.
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Diving In Aqaba: 

So Near, Yet So Far

B Y  N A O M I  B A U M

Winter is the ideal time of 
year to put on your fi ns and 
mask and head down south for 
a dive. Since traveling in the 
Sinai is tricky these days due to 
an unstable political situation, 
and the Great Barrier Reef is 
halfway around the world, we 
settled on a three-day diving 
safari in Aqaba, Jordan, which 
hosts some pretty terrifi c Red 
Sea diving.

Arriving at the border-cross-
ing just a couple of kilometers 
north of Eilat, we parked our 
car in the empty lot and made 
our way to the passport-control 
building. As we approached, I 
could feel my stomach clench 
and my heart beat faster. We 
have done this before, yet each 
time I cross the border into a 
neighboring country that was 
once at war with us, I sense 
that we are leaving the safety 
of home and are crossing into 
the unknown.

In addition to a warily 
observed peace treaty and 
a border, we have much in 
common with our Jordanian 
neighbors to the east. We 
share scenery, climate, the 
Dead Sea, and the Red Sea, 
to name just a few. When it 
snows in Jerusalem, it snows 
in Amman as well. However, 
Jordan is far removed from 
the Israeli consciousness in 
day-to-day matters, and Jor-
danians remain a mystery. 
The cold peace we partake in 
has endured for decades, and 
while Jordanians don’t feel 
like “the enemy,” I am not 
entirely sure they are friends.

By 9:30, we are drinking 
instant coffee at the dive 
club, located in Tala Bay, 
just south of the city and 
across the narrow bay from 
Eilat. We struggle into our 
black wetsuits and are out-
fitted with first-rate equip-
ment, briefed, and ready for 
our first dive. The sky is deep 

azure, with not a cloud to be 
seen, but the brisk winds feel 
cool—downright cold, actu-
ally.

As I slowly enter the water, 
weighted down by my full 
tank and 11-kg weight belt, 
my heart is hammering. Is it 
the exertion or the anticipa-
tion? I spit into my mask to 
prevent fogging, then rinse 
it before placing it over my 
head. The instructor, Taher, a 
compact, wiry man of about 
40, gives us the thumbs-down 
signal to descend, and within 
seconds, the splendor of the 
underwater world unfolds in 
front of us. I clasp my hands 
in front of my body (you 
don’t swim with your arms 
when diving) and stretch out 
my yellow-flippered feet to 
start a slow, relaxing flutter 
kick.

Diving is at once famil-
iar and exciting. In my ratio-
nal brain, I know that there 
is an entire universe just 
below the sparkling surface 
of the water. Yet each time I 
descend with a tank on my 
back and become part of the 
world below, it is as refresh-

ingly surprising as the first 
dive. We slowly circle the 
soft beige corals that undu-
late in the currents, watching 
the tiny bright blue fish with 
spots of yellow swim around 
looking for tasty morsels. 
We spot an enormous green 
sea turtle close by, at least a 
meter and a half long, lum-
bering along open-mouthed, 
waiting for a delectable feast 
that is unwittingly swim-
ming its way.

Our slow circuit contin-
ues along the reef, allowing 
a close-up look at the coral 
abundance, shades of pink, 
blue, purple, beige, green. 
Like snowflakes, I think—
alike but each one unique. 
We eagerly seek out the 
more unusual varieties of 
fish, spotting the gloriously 
colored clownfish proudly 
displaying their fluorescent 
blues and oranges and the 
patrician zebrafish, sport-
ing black and white stripes 
and a splash of yellow for 

contrast. We are careful to 
give wide berth to the lion-
fish, stonefish, and sea por-
cupines, so as not to arouse 
their poisonous venom. A 
large pink coral is home to 
at least 15 full-sized lionfish 
peeking menacingly out of 
the crevices.

The slight danger merely 
heightens the experience—
similar, I think to myself 
later in the day, to our walk 
through the streets of Aqaba. 
As Israelis, we usually need to 
take an airplane in order to 
arrive in “chutz la’aretz,” that 
place that engenders feeling 
of being far from home. Here 
I am a mere three-hour drive 
from home, yet the sensa-
tion of being abroad is palpa-
ble. The language is familiar 
and the smells recognizable 
as we walk through the mar-
ket in a matter-of-fact sort 
of way, belying the strange 
feeling of being in this coun-
try that is so close, yet so far 
away.
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As we return to the sea the 
next day and rediscover an 
entire universe below the 
surface, I am struck by how 
we live in parallel worlds 
most of our lives, focused 
on ourselves and little else. 
In my daily routine, I rarely 
think about Jordan or about 
the universe waiting right 
under the surface of the sea. 
My family, my career, my 
health, and various and sun-
dry details like How much 

milk is in the fridge? and Did 

anybody fold the laundry? 
occupy my thoughts. Travel, 
and slow travel in particular, 
allows that delicious peek 
into these parallel universes, 
blowing wide open the 
opportunity to learn about 
others and, perhaps more 
importantly, look at our own 
lives from a distance.

In contrast to that height-
ened sense of perspective, 
while diving, each of us is 
ensconced in a mask, breath-
ing through a regulator, dis-
connected from the world. 
Underwater, my focus nar-
rows to the screen of my 
mask and the dial connected 

to my oxygen tank. The only 
way to communicate is by 
sign, and every few minutes 
the guide signs the OK sign, 
questioningly, as we pick up 
our hands in response, form-
ing the O with thumb and 
forefinger. Aside from these 
periodic breaks, I am alone 
with my breath, hearing each 
inhalation whoosh through 
the regulator, and each exha-
lation bubble out into the 
deep blue.

I am present—deeply and 
fully present. My eyes scan 
the watery scenery, marvel-
ing at the greatness of G-d 
and His world, the colors, the 
shapes, the flora and fauna 
in all their glory. The more 
slowly I move, the more I can 
see, appreciate, and marvel. 
Under water, all sense of get-
ting somewhere and accom-
plishing something disap-
pear. I simply am. This is 
slow travel at its best. 

Dr. Naomi L. Baum, an inveterate 

scuba diver and slow traveler, enjoys 

taking in the sights and writing 

about them. Her slow-travel blog 

can be found at slowtravelsblog.

wordpress.com.

Here I am a mere 
three-hour drive from 

home, yet the sensation 
of being abroad is palpable.

Make the Mishkan [covering] 
ten tapestries . . . with cherubim 

of artistic work shall you make them 
(Sh’mos 26:1)

“Artistic work” means that the images were not embroidered, but 
of the weave itself, and done in such a way that one figure showed 
on one side and a different figure on the other. “Embroidered 
work” were images made with needlework, and which were the 
same on both sides.

(Rashi)

“One of the unique aspects 
of our certifi cate programs is 
the mentoring provided to stu-
dents,” said Botman. “Students 
will receive an unmatched 
Yeshiva University education, 
while studying at a pace that 
enriches their learning experi-
ence.”

YU Global’s online catalog 
will eventually include gradu-
ate degrees, professional devel-
opment programs, and lifelong 
learning programs, as well as 
additional certifi cates. These 
courses will feature faculty 
members from Yeshiva Univer-
sity and will also draw on new 
pools of talented teachers and 
experts in various industries.

“In this online venture, 
Yeshiva is combining its deep 
educational expertise with 
transformative new teach-
ing and learning technologies 
so that students and lifelong 
learners all over the world can 
now access YU courses and 
programs,” said Akiva Covitz, 
YU Global’s executive director 
for strategy.

To learn more about YU 
Global, upcoming informa-
tion sessions, or to register for 
the certifi cate programs, visit 
global.yu.edu. 

‘Taste Of Memphis’ 
Shabbaton, 
May 29–31

Faced with skyrocketing 
housing and education costs, 
an increasing number of young 
Jewish families are choosing to 
move to the vibrant, afford-
able, and friendly community 
of Memphis, Tennessee. As one 
visitor recently described the 
community, it’s a hidden gem 
waiting to be discovered.

In an effort to prove this 
assertion and recruit new fam-
ilies to the city, the Memphis 
Jewish community will show-
case itself during its second 
“Taste of Jewish Memphis” 
Shabbaton over the weekend 
of May 30. Visitors will enjoy 
a fantastic Shabbat featuring 
Southern hospitality, a com-
munal Shabbat dinner, and 
Shabbat lunch with host fam-
ilies. They will have multiple 
opportunities to interact with 
engaging Jewish families and 

speak with employment and 
real-estate experts. On Friday 
and Sunday, visitors can tour 
the Margolin Hebrew Acad-
emy/Feinstone Yeshiva of the 
South (MHA/FYOS), explore 
the newly renovated JCC, and 
visit the city’s historic sites.

Memphis is well known as 
a tourist attraction—600,000 
people come yearly to visit 
Graceland, the home of Elvis 
Presley. Sun Studio, the Gib-
son Guitar Factory, Beale 
Street, and the National Civil 
Rights Museum are popular 
destinations as well. Mem-
phis also boasts an extremely 
vibrant Jewish community, 
including four Orthodox syn-
agogues with dynamic rabbis, 
the aforementioned Ortho-
dox day school, a bustling JCC, 
and wide availability of kosher 
food. Additionally, Memphis is 
atypical in that all of the city’s 
Jewish organizations collabo-
rate with each other. “There is 
a unity among all the Jews in 
Memphis that is truly unique 
and can be largely attributed 
to the JCC, which is central in 
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the lives of many Jews, observant and 
non-observant,” said Chana Nelson, 
who moved to Memphis with her fam-
ily in 2007.

Not only does the Memphis commu-
nity present a cohesive and welcom-
ing atmosphere for any Jew, the city 
also lends itself to a relaxed, stress-
free lifestyle. Drs. Lindi and Ari Van-
derwalde moved to Memphis one year 
ago from Los Angeles. When asked 
what they like best about Memphis, 
they responded: “It is the rare city 
where one can experience both small-
town perks and an exceptional Jew-
ish community, complete with choices 
of schools, synagogues, and activities. 
The pace of life is slow, easy, and fam-
ily-friendly. There is an abundance of 
outdoor space and the kids are able to 
both explore and play safely. Protect-
ing family time is a cultural value in 
the city—the workday ends compara-
tively early for even the busiest profes-
sionals. People are friendly and accom-
modating, and genuinely care about 

each other. And traffi c is now a thing 
of the past!”

Memphis offers an abundance of 
diverse opportunities in educational, 
cultural, and social activities while 
also extending the warm Southern 
hospitality for which it has become 
famous. Visitors and new Memphians 
are immediately embraced by the com-
munity. Rachel and Steven Schwartz-
berg moved to Memphis from New 
York in 2011. They recalled that “people 
were clamoring to meet us when we 
moved in and we didn’t eat Shabbos 
lunch at home for the fi rst six months 
we lived here!”

Families new to Memphis fi nd that 
not only is there an abundance of won-
derful activities and attractions for chil-
dren, they are also all accessible. Rachel 
and Dr. Joel Siegel moved to Memphis 
ten years ago from Manhattan and have 
four children. They stated, “We love all 
of the kid-friendly places to go in Mem-
phis. The JCC is our favorite destination 
and our home away from home. There, 
our children play on numerous sports 
teams, spend hours at the amazing 
water park, hang out with friends, paint 

in the art room, watch performances in 
the theater, and attend numerous other 
programs. Besides the JCC, we also 
enjoy the Memphis Zoo, the new biking 
trail, and the FedEx Forum for events 
such as Monster Jam, Disney on Ice, and 
Grizzlies basketball games.”

Memphis is the ideal destination for 
a family looking for a place to live with 
a fantastic quality of life and all of the 
Jewish amenities. In addition to offer-
ing fl ight subsidies for any family visit-
ing the community for a weekend, they 
are also offering a generous commu-
nitywide incentive package to all new 
Jewish families coming to Memphis. 
The package includes 50% off of full tui-
tion for 2015–16 and 25% off of full tui-
tion for the 2016–17 school year at MHA/
FYOS. New Memphians also receive a 
free year of membership at any of the 
Orthodox shuls and three free months 
of membership at the JCC. Lastly, the 
fi rst ten Jewish families that move to 
Memphis will receive $500 in reloca-
tion costs.

Please visit www.100newfamilies.com 
or contact 100newfamilies@gmail.com 
or 901-219-9794 for more information. 

Israeli Cybersecurity Lab 
Launches With $18 Million 
Investment

By Ronn Torossian

Team8, a new cybersecurity research 
lab and startup foundry, recently 
launched with a mission to build rev-
olutionary cybersecurity companies 
and architect a safer cyberworld. Team8 
launches with an $18 million A-round 
investment from Alcatel-Lucent, Cisco 
Investments, Marker LLC, Bessemer 
Venture Partners (BVP), and Innovation 
Endeavors.

 “Global cybersecurity threats are only 
becoming more targeted, frequent, and 
destructive in nature, so we’re fortunate 
to be partnering with Team8, who is at 
the forefront of new cutting-edge cyber-
security innovation,” said Eric Schmidt, 
founding partner of Innovation Endeav-
ors and executive chairman of Google. 
“Team8 is a great example of how Israel 
has some of the best talent in the world 
to confront these challenges through 
its ability to develop advanced and cre-
ative solutions for this rapidly evolving 
landscape.”

The Team8 foundry is a platform for 
building and launching cybersecurity 
companies from scratch. At the core of 
the foundry is a technology research 
group that acts as an operational think 
tank, carrying out extensive, practi-
cal research that incorporates offen-
sive and defensive expertise. Team8 has 
assembled a unique pool of talent and 
applies proven methods for tackling the 
most challenging cybersecurity prob-
lems. Team8 also recruits experienced 
entrepreneurs to partner with techni-
cal teams, and plans to inject the capi-
tal, resources, expertise, and talent they 
need at every phase to launch success-
ful startups.

The founding team is composed of 
accomplished entrepreneurs and cyber-
innovation executives. Nadav Zaf-
rir and Israel Grimberg, known fi gures 
in the Israeli cyberinnovation space, 
co-founded Team8 together with Liran 
Grinberg, an entrepreneur and product 
management expert (eToro, Conduit). 
Team8’s technology research group is 
led by cyber-research veteran Assaf Mis-
chari. Ray Rothrock, an investor and 
board member of Check Point Software 
Technologies, is joining Team8’s board 
of directors. A special adviser to the 
team is Ronni Zehavi, a former security 
executive at Akamai Technologies who 
previously founded Cotendo (acquired 
by Akamai).

The Team8 platform is further 
enhanced by strategic research and 
engineering collaborations with indus-
try leaders, such as Cisco and Alcatel-Lu-
cent (including Alcatel-Lucent’s leading 
industrial research arm, Bell Labs); both 
are among the platform’s investors.

Bell Labs teams across the globe will 
collaborate with Team8 on various secu-
rity challenges. This will include close 
collaboration between Team8 and Bell 
Labs researchers working at a cloud 
and security facility near Tel Aviv, repre-
senting the fi rst major industry collab-
oration since the facility was offi cially 
opened in December 2014.

Exceptional leaders and entrepre-
neurs work with Team8 via an entre-
preneur-in-residence (EIR) model, 
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Danish Jewish Community 

Grapples With Attack Aftermath

By Anav Silverman

“It’s a hard time to be a Danish Jew, 
whether you’re in Denmark or living 
outside the country,” said Shimon (not 
his real name) following the deadly 
attacks in Copenhagen this past week-
end that left Jewish security guard Dan 
Uzan dead. “Most people are shocked in 

the Danish Jewish community. Copen-
hagen is no longer this isolated para-
dise—there are real dangers.”

Denmark, whose small Jewish com-
munity numbers around 6,400 people 
today, was the fi rst Scandinavian coun-
try to open its doors to Jews. In 1622, 
King Christian IV welcomed Spanish 
and Portuguese Jews from Hamburg 
and Amsterdam, and 62 years later, King 
Christian V ordained the establishment 
of a unifi ed Jewish community. During 
the Holocaust, the Danish resistance 
movement smuggled 7,220 Jews in fi sh-
ing boats to the safety of Sweden during 
the German occupation.

Shimon, who asked that his name be 
changed, grew up in Copenhagen and 
made aliyah several years ago to Israel 
out of what he notes were Zionistic 
motives and not fear. “I feel Israel is my 
home; I came here because I chose to do 
so,” he told Tazpit News Agency.

Since 1948, around 1,500 Danish Jews 
have made aliyah to Israel according to 
the World Jewish Congress.

Dan Uzan, a 37-year-old synagogue 
security guard, was fatally shot by sus-
pect Omar El-Hussein, 22, a Muslim 
extremist, who also killed Danish fi lm-
maker Finn Nørgaard at a freedom-of-
speech debate held at a café. The two 
separate attacks left fi ve policemen 
wounded as well. Danish police have 
indicated that they do not believe that 
El Hussein, who holds a criminal record 
for aggravated assault, received training 
in jihadist camps in the Middle East.

Uzan was an active member of the 
local Jewish community and had 
attended a Jewish school in Copenha-
gen. An economics graduate from the 
University of Copenhagen, Uzan was 
standing guard at Copenhagen’s largest 
synagogue because of a bat mitzvah cel-
ebration taking place on Saturday night, 
February 14.

“I knew Dan from growing up in 
the Jewish community. He was always 
involved with security at Bnei Akiva 
events and at the synagogue,” recalled 
Shimon, who goes to college in Jerusa-
lem. “He was a huge guy, very strong, 
with a sense of humor, who always 
liked to joke. People felt that if there 
was someone who could protect them, 
it was Dan,” Shimon told Tazpit. “Who is 
going to protect the community now?”

Following the attack on the kosher 
supermarket in Paris, the Jewish com-
munity in Denmark had asked the gov-

ernment to strengthen security at Jew-
ish institutions. Danish police have 
begun reevaluating security arrange-
ments, according to Denmark’s Chief 
Rabbi Jair Melchior.

Denmark has tried a soft approach 
with jihadist fi ghters returning home 
to Denmark from battle in Syria and 

Iraq. Unlike other European countries, 
which bar or jail returning jihadists, 
Denmark has not imprisoned any fi ght-
ers but instead offers free psychological 
counseling for returnees to help them 

integrate back into society in cities like 
Aarhus.

Meanwhile, on Sunday, thousands of 
Danes left fl owers by the city’s 180-year-
old Great Synagogue in central Copenha-

gen, where Uzan had been killed. “There 
are questions that still remain,” says Shi-
mon. “Will fear actually play a role in 
shaping the future of the Jewish commu-
nity in Denmark?” (Tazpit News Agency) 

“People felt that if there was 
someone who could protect them, 

it was Dan.”
Inside the Great Synagogue in central Copenhagen
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working out of the company’s Tel Aviv 
headquarters to explore, ideate, and 
validate new concepts, hand-in-hand 
with Team8’s leaders and extended 
network. All EIRs have access to 
Team8’s domain expertise, research, 
marketing, business development, 
and top talent recruiting capabili-
ties. Team8 funds this process, giving 
entrepreneurs the time and resources 
needed for the development of fun-
damental research into differentiated 
solutions and long-term, indepen-
dent companies that solve real mar-
ket needs. 

Thousands Attend Royal 
Wine’s KFWE 2015

The 9th annual Kosher Food & Wine 
Experience (KFWE 2015) welcomed 
more than 700 industry profession-
als during the daytime trade and press 
event and just over 1,700 guests for 
the evening event at the Metropoli-
tan Pavilion in New York City to what 
has become the destination event for 
kosher oenophiles and gastronomes 
alike.

The New York City KFWE 2015, 
which tours Los Angeles, Miami, Lon-
don, and Israel as well, showcased the 
best of kosher wines and spirits from 
France, Israel, and fi ne wine regions 
the world over, with several labels 
premiering at the show.

Among the new wines making their 
debut were Herzog Variations, (show-
casing wines from California), Ovadia 

by Ovadia Bartenura, Flam Noble (the 
new fl agship wine from Flam), Pavil-
lon de Leoville Poyferre, (a new, young 
Bordeaux), Montefi ore Kerem Moshe 
(the recently released fl agship wine 
from the Montefi ore winery), Her-
zog Single Vineyard Dry Creek (Her-
zog Wine Cellar’s annual single vine-
yard release), Matar by Pelter (which 
will be available late spring), and the 
offerings of Titora Winery of Modi’in, 
Israel, the latest boutique winery 
range to be imported and distributed 
by the Royal Wine Corp.

In all, the event featured over 340 
different wines from Israel, Chile, Cal-
ifornia, France, Italy, Spain, Ukraine, 
Argentina, New Zealand, Austra-
lia, Washington, Oregon, and New 
York and an assortment of 82 types 
of liquors and liqueurs from Spain, 
Colombia, Israel, Poland, California, 
Sweden, Mexico, Ukraine, Russia, St. 
Maarten, Panama, France, Scotland, 
United Kingdom, New York, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, and California.

The event is produced each year 
by Royal, headquartered in Bayonne, 
NJ—the leading producer, importer, 
and distributor of kosher wines and 
spirits in the world, with over 300 
brands in their portfolio. Bartenura 
Moscato, the bestselling Italian Mos-
cato in America overall—kosher or 
not—is one of Royal’s own labels.

According to Jay Buchsbaum, vice 
president of marketing and director 
of wine education at Royal, “Kosher 
wine in America is big business—
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Comedy For A Cause: 

Young Professionals Raise 

Funds For Ezer Mizion

B Y  M I R I A M  M A G H E N

Ezer Mizion was founded 
in 1979 by Chananya Chollak 
to offer an extensive range of 
medical and social support ser-
vices to people with life-threat-
ening illnesses and their fam-
ilies. Since then, Ezer Mizion 
has grown to become one of 
the largest nonprofi t organiza-
tions in Israel, benefi ting over 

650,000 people each year. It 
now includes the world’s larg-
est Jewish bone-marrow donor 
registry. Inspired by the organi-
zation’s mission, a group of fi ve 
friends set out to raise funds 

and awareness for this amaz-
ing organization in the United 
States.

The idea for this comedy 
fundraiser was born at a meet-
ing in New York with Yaffa 
Karp, Ezer Mizion’s director of 
development. Hosted by the 
Elefant family in Lawrence on 

February 8, Comedy for a Cause 
was Ezer Mizion’s fi rst “Young 
Professionals” fundraiser. 
Amid an elegant décor, guests 
enjoyed sushi, salad, meats, 
as well as a selection of wines 
and desserts. The night con-
tinued with a comedy show 
organized by comedian Kenny 
Gluck of Kosher Komedy. 

Guest comedian Moshe 
Braun opened the show, fol-
lowed by comedians Eli Lebo-
wicz and Mike Fine. The hour-
long show had guests roaring 
with laughter.

With Hashem’s help and 
a lot of hard work and plan-
ning by committee members 
Rena Beller, Yehuda Berko, Eli-
sheva Elefant, Miriam Maghen, 
and Shimmy Vais, the event 
was a huge success. More 
than 100 young professionals 
gathered at the event to raise 

over $10,000 for Ezer Mizion. 
Many generous donors even 
gave more than the minimum 
donation of $72, including two 
Diamond sponsors who gave 

more than $1,000 each. Guests 
enjoyed a fabulous night out 
complete with food, wine, and 
entertainment all while bene-
fi ting a good cause. Everyone 

who attended experienced the 
joy of giving and the powerful 
feeling of helping other Jews 
worldwide. 

Guests enjoyed a fabulous 
night out while benefi ting a 

good cause.

(L–R, standing) Elisheva Elefant, Miriam Maghen, Rena Beller, 

and (seated) Shaindy Pearlman, Freidy Goldberger, and Rivky Kaplan

(L–R) Yitzi Sporn, Elisha Aryeh, Michael Namdar, and Yonatan Gray

Comedians Eli Lebowicz, Kenny Gluck, Mike Fine, and Moshe Braun (L–R) Yehuda Berko 

and Shimmy Vais
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Creating Achdut At DRS
Stop any student in the halls of DRS 

and ask him to describe DRS’s mission 

in one word, and he will inevitably say 
“achdut.” DRS prides itself on building 
an environment in its school where 

every student feels like an important 
part of his class, and one in which every-
one in the school gets along with each 
other. To that end, DRS focuses many of 
its extracurricular programs on estab-
lishing that sense of chevrah and cama-
raderie. On the very fi rst Shabbos as a 
DRS student, the freshmen are taken to 
Camp Kaylie for their freshman Shab-

baton. In addition, throughout the 
year, DRS holds various “mini-shabba-

tons” for its students. This past Shab-
bos, the ninth grade had its “mini-shab-

baton” in Woodmere. Students living in 
the neighborhood made sure that those 
students who live in Queens, Brook-
lyn, and West Hempstead had a place to 
stay. On Friday night, the entire grade 
joined together at a tisch at DRS mena-

hel Rabbi Kaminetsky’s house. The tisch

was highlighted by lively singing, divrei

Torah, cholent, kugel, and great com-
pany. Throughout Shabbos, students 
were invited to meals at their rebbes’ 
homes. On Shabbos afternoon, fresh-
man Josh Weiner hosted a grade-wide 
seudah shelishet at his home. These pro-
grams certainly make every student feel 
a part of the DRS family from the very 
beginning. 

Three National Merit 
Finalists At DRS

This year, three DRS Seniors, Yehuda 
Inslicht, Daniel Aharon, and Yoni Gold-
berg, have qualifi ed as fi nalists for the 
National Merit Scholarship. This pres-
tigious honor refl ects the high level of 

education that DRS strives to deliver to 
its students, as well as the level of com-
mitment and work they expect from 
them. The National Merit Scholarship 
Program is a United States academic 
scholarship competition for recogni-

upwards of $28 million in sales and 
increasing at a rapid pace. In partic-
ular, Israeli wines are very much in 
demand. Israel is the region with the 
strongest growth in the kosher wine 
world, hands down. And critics are 
taking note too; in an upcoming issue 
of Wine Enthusiast, we have 90+ rat-
ings on 30 wines!”

Trade and industry professionals 
from around North America descend 
on KFWE each year to discover new 
wines and spirits, learn about indus-
try trends, and gauge trends in con-
sumer preference. Noted one buyer, 
“for a sales rep to bring me every bot-
tle of wine in their portfolio to taste 
is unrealistic, but this show gives 
me that opportunity. Every year I’ve 
attended I have found something 
new that I may not have known 
about or might not have ever had the 
chance to try.”

“This year’s KFWE was the biggest 
to-date in all aspects—we offered a 
larger venue, more wineries, and addi-

tional food—beyond any past shows,” 
noted Jay Buchsbaum. “The venue was 
bigger this year by nearly 6,000 square 
feet, we had nine more wineries rep-
resented versus last year, and over 
30 restaurants, caterers, and gourmet 
food companies showcasing their sig-
nature dishes, 10 more than last year! 
We did this to accommodate the 
ever-increasing demand to attend the 
event by industry professionals and 
consumers alike,” added Buchsbaum.

In addition to the bountiful wine 
offerings, this year’s KFWE featured 
more than 30 top kosher restaurants, 
caterers, and gourmet food compa-
nies from the tri-state area, to com-
plement its range of wine and spir-
its. The cornucopia of food included 
classical French cuisine, sushi, steak-
house favorites, traditional Jewish 
cuisine, nouveau American cuisine, 
charcuterie, fusion cuisine, Caribbean 
cuisine, authentic barbecue, Mexican 
cuisine, and a variety of decadent des-
serts and specialty coffees.

To view the complete KFWE 2015 
Tasting Guide, visit http://kfwe2015.

com/fl ash/Tasting-Book-NC.swf. 
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DRS Merit Finalists
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tion and college scholarships admin-
istered by the National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation. Students who qualify 
as fi nalists have an outstanding aca-
demic record, are endorsed and recom-
mended by school offi cials, and achieve 
extremely high PSAT scores. 

DRS Senior Places First 
At YU Wrestling Tourney

Multiple championship banners in 
hockey, basketball, softball, fl ag foot-
ball, and bowling grace the walls of 
DRS’s gymnasium, and now, a new 
sport joins the ranks. This past week-

end, Yeshiva University held its annual 
Henry Wittenberg Wrestling Tourna-
ment which welcomes high school 
competitors from across the country for 

fi rst-rate competition. The event offers 
students an opportunity to gather for 
community and celebration—and for 
high school students who might be 
interested in YU to get a sense of the 
campus and community. For the fi rst 
time ever, DRS celebrated champion-
ship victory at the tournament as senior 
David Haskell placed fi rst in his weight 
class. David’s mother, commenting on 
the impact of the wrestling team on 
her son, said, “Wrestling has taught him 
how to be resilient and that with hard 
work and dedication you can achieve 
great accomplishments.” Aside from 

David’s big win, students Natan Davi-
dowitz and Noach Levy placed fi fth 
in their respective weight classes, and 
Judah Wagner placed sixth. Considering 

that the tournament hosted over 100 
athletes, these accomplishments are 
quite impressive. 

Pink Day At SKA
Pink was the color of the day at the 

Stella K. Abraham High School for Girls 
on Wednesday, February 11. To honor 
Sharsheret’s annual Pink Day, which 
seeks to bring awareness to the issue 
of breast cancer and to raise funds, SKA 
students donned pink apparel, sold 
pink doughnuts and pink Chapsticks 
and even sponsored mani“cures”!

This student-initiated event was 
highlighted by the speaker, Mrs. Reva 
Borgen, a breast-cancer survivor (and 
the mother of an SKA twelfth-grader) 
who shared her incredible story with 
a spellbound audience. Sharsheret is a 
remarkable organization that is a sup-
port system for Jewish women dealing 

with breast cancer and, as the students 
learned, Sharsheret played a strong role 
in Mrs. Borgen’s recovery.

Breast cancer awareness is so import-
ant to SKAers that students came after 
school hours to decorate the building 
with pink posters and streamers; even 

Pink Day at SKA

Continued on Page 76
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though attendance at Mrs. Borgen’s 
speech was voluntary, the room was 
packed with girls. Pink Day at SKA was a 
huge success! 

SKA Students Awarded 
At JSH Symposium

Congratulations to Sarah Herman, a 
twelfth-grader at the Stella K. Abraham 
High School for Girls, upon winning 
fi rst place in the Behavioral and Social 

Science category of the Junior Science 
and Humanities Symposium, Long 
Island Division. She is now a fi nalist 
for the National Symposium. Congrat-
ulations also to senior Ilana Radinsky, 

who is a semi-fi nalist. Many thanks go 
to SKA adviser Dr. David Friedman for 
his help and encouragement.

Designed to challenge and engage stu-
dents in grades 9–12 in science, tech-
nology, engineering, or math, the JSH 
Symposium, held this year on Sunday, 
February 8, offers students the opportu-
nities for scholarships and peer recogni-
tion. Both Sarah and Ilana had to submit 
research papers, which were evaluated by 
college faculty and practicing scientists. 
The twelfth-graders were then selected 
to present the results of their original 
research before a panel of judges and an 
audience of students like themselves.

SKA is so very proud of the students’ 
accomplishments. 

Sister Of Fallen IDF Soldier 
Speaks At Rambam

What greater tribute could there be 
to memorialize the life of a young Jew-
ish hero than the dedication of a sefer 

Torah? Talmidim at Rambam Mesivta 
have undertaken this project in order to 
pay tribute to Sean Carmeli, a lone sol-
dier who fell fi ghting for the IDF, who 
was born in South Padre Island, Texas.

During a special assembly, Rambam 
students were riveted as they heard 
Or Carmeli, Sean’s sister, describe her 
beloved brother’s life and legacy. Sean, 
later known as Nissim after he made 
aliyah, was a member of the Golani Bri-
gade and was killed in Gaza City on July 
20 when his armored personnel carrier 
was struck by a Hamas anti-tank missile. 
According to his sister, Or, “He lived his 
life as a proud Jew and died as a proud 
Jew defending our people.”

When funeral arrangements were 
made there was no way to tell how 
many people would attend to pay their 
last respects. After all, he was a lone sol-
dier with very few social connections in 
Israel. In a national outpouring of sol-
idarity and grief and in recognition of 
the tremendous sacrifi ce that Nissim 
made, 20,000 people turned out to pay 
tribute to this young hero.

To further memorialize his life and sac-
rifi ce, a project was undertaken to write 
a sefer Torah in his memory. Rabbi Uri 
Dopelt heads an organization, Oz ve’Ha-
dar, whose specifi c purpose is to provide 
sifrei Torah to IDF bases. Rambam stu-
dents will be working closely with him 
for the anticipated dedication which 
will take place sometime this year.

According to rosh mesivta Rabbi Zev 
Meir Friedman, “The importance of 

having a sefer Torah on each army base 
reinforces the message that the Jewish 
people are united by Torah, despite dif-
ferent levels of religious observance. 
Having one dedicated to the memory 
of a fallen victim of Tzahal makes that 
dedication all the more meaningful. We 
are honored that Rabbi Dopelt and Or 
spoke to our talmidim and we are proud 
that our boys have undertaken this very 
special project.” 

Rambam Poetry Team 
Wins Major Awards

Rambam Mesivta’s Poetry Team, the 
Poe Pack, recently took home two major 
awards at SKA’s 1st Annual Poetry Slam. 
Captain Moses Bibi won “Best Free-
Verse Poem” and freshman Lev Shul-
man won “Best Haiku Poem.” Captain 
Zechariah Rosenthal and Captain Evan 

AROUND THE FIVE TOWNS
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JSH award winners Ilana Radinsky 

and Sarah Herman

The Rambam Mesivta poetry team, the “Poe Pack”
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Edelstein were also in the running for 
major awards, both having advanced to 
the fi nal round.

When Rambam Mesivta fi rst helped 
form the Yeshiva High School Poetry 
League fi ve years ago, it was with a mod-
est goal: To give yeshiva high-school stu-
dents an opportunity to explore Jewish 
themes through the medium of poetry. 
What began with four schools and 
about 30 students now is a league with 
15 participating schools and over 100 
poets. It is clear that the void fi rst felt 
has now been fi lled, and Jewish youth, 
eager to share a love for Israel and Juda-
ism, is pleased to do so through a love 
of the written and spoken word. 

Shining Stars At Shalhevet
Star qualities shine both inside and 

out of the classroom at Midreshet Shal-

hevet. Over the past few weeks, the 
students at Midreshet Shalhevet have 
won numerous interschool competi-
tions and commendable awards for 
their superb performances in various 
extracurricular activities. Starting with 
the Yeshiva University National Model 
United Nations Competition, junior 
Noa Eliach won honorable mention 

representing Israel and Australia in her 
counterterrorism unit. Noa felt confi -
dent and prepared when she presented 
her stance and credits her coach and his-
tory teacher, Mr. Simcha Bader, for her 
success. Following Noa’s accomplish-
ment, juniors Tamar Beer and Tamar 
Yastrab qualifi ed for the fi nalist round 
with Tamar Yastrab winning the Best 
Overall Performance at the interschool 

Poetry Slam competition held on Feb-
ruary 10. Tamar Yastrab’s poems titled 
“Rainku” and “Promise” exemplifi ed the 
theme of Branching Out. Mrs. Jenni-
fer Morey, Tamar’s AP English and cre-
ative-writing teacher was thrilled when 
Tamar won. “Tamar has exceptional tal-
ent in many areas and I was so proud 

Continued on Page 79

Shalhevet Mock Trial Team

Noa Eliach accepting her award
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The Warmth Of MAY On A Winter Day

On motzaei Shabbos, February 7, Mesivta Ateres Yaakov held its 
annual gala Chinese auction at the yeshiva building in Lawrence. 
Guests enjoyed great odds of winning excellent prizes, a sumptuous 
buffet sponsored by Ossie’s, musical entertainment, door prizes, and 
illusions and magic of the mind by the famed magician Sam Jacobs.

Since its founding in 1987, MAY has become famous for the warmth 
that characterizes the relationships between the faculty and its 190 
students, between administration and students, and between the stu-
dents themselves.

Rabbi Yossi Bennett schmoozing with R’ Yochanon Frisch

Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe, menahel, picking a winning ticket

Sam Jacobs entertaining the crowd
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Continued on Page 80

that her talents were recognized by all 
at the slam.” Mrs. Morey exclaimed. 

The achievements did not stop there! 
The Mock Trial team, under the superb 
guidance of Ms. Atara Blumenthal and 
Mrs. Melanie Marmer, an attorney, won 
their fi rst two cases! The team argued 
the defense in the fi rst trial, and for 
plaintiff in the second. Seniors Devora 
Chait and Daniella Azose and sopho-
more Avigail Borah acted as the attor-
neys and presented thought-out argu-
ments and stated their cases clearly. 
Witnesses played by juniors Yael Eif-
erman, Bella Weiss, and senior Miriam 
Blonder responded well under cross-ex-
aminations and were not thrown off by 
allegations from the other team. The 
Mock Trial team is busy preparing for 
their upcoming trials in the following 
weeks. The entire Shalhevet family is 
overjoyed by the success of its students 
and is appreciative of their hard work. 

BBY’s 21st Annual Dinner: 
A Garden Of Success

Walking into The Sands at Atlan-
tic Beach on Monday night, January 
16, was a surreal experience. Outside it 
was frigid—the wind chill brought the 
temperature down to well below zero. 
Inside, visitors were met by spring-
like conditions, as fl owers bloomed 
on every surface, place cards “grew” in 
small patches of neatly mown grass, 
dinner tables and presentation boards 
displayed the eye-catching BBY fl ower, 
and even the mechitzah was a magnifi -
cent exhibit of fl owers.

The theme of blooming and blos-
soming was so appropriate. As the 
evening unfolded, the BBY story 
emerged through the voices of admin-
istrators, board members, parents, 
and children. BBY is a nurturing place, 
an environment in which children are 
able to thrive and grow, to bloom and 
blossom.
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As the massive crowd of 1,000 guests 
enjoyed the sumptuous repast artfully 
arranged at the smorgasbord, they had 
the opportunity to mingle with friends. 
With reluctance, the crowd moved to 
the dinner tables. But reluctance turned 
quickly to delight. Rabbi Ephraim Sha-
piro, rav and world-renowned speaker, 
opened the program with his impas-
sioned words about the importance of 
empowering every girl with a love of 
Yiddishkeit and feelings of self-worth 
and belonging. These feelings, asserted 
Rabbi Shapiro, will help a girl grow 
into a strong and secure woman capa-
ble of establishing a bayis ne’eman b’Yis-

rael. Rabbi Shapiro confi rmed that from 
everything he’s seen and heard about 
BBY, it is exactly the kind of school that 
can engender those feelings in its talmi-

dos. With his powerful presentation, 
Rabbi Shapiro validated the pride of all 
in attendance at belonging to such a 
worthy institution.

The presentations that followed were 
heartfelt, articulate, and laden with 
massive doses of hakaras ha’tov. Led by 
master of ceremonies Dr. Akiva Berg-
man, the program continued apace and 
the messages came through loudly and 
clearly. Hakaras ha’tov was expressed to 
so many deserving people: gratitude to 
Mr. Jason Cury and Mr. Joel Beritz for 
their unstinting help in providing BBY 
with state-of-the-art academic equip-
ment; appreciation to Mrs. Malka Fish-
man and Mrs. Leah Bachon for organiz-
ing the magnifi cent dinner; kudos to the 

members of the parent committee who 
volunteer massive amounts of time and 
energy to BBY; and a surprise tribute to 
Mr. Lloyd Keilson for his behind-the-
scenes efforts on behalf of BBY. Deserv-
ing the greatest thanks were the three 
members of the board of trustees—Mr. 
Sam Bergman, Mr. Moshe Hirth, and 
Mr. Mel Zachter. These gentlemen, all 
of whom have busy, productive lives 
of their own, assumed the responsibil-
ity for the smooth running of Bnos Bais 
Yaakov. Out of a sense of achrayus to 
the klal and to the girls of BBY, Mr. Berg-
man, Mr. Hirth, and Mr. Zachter turned 
their lives upside down and inside out 
to be available at all times and in all sit-
uations for BBY and its personnel. The 
applause for these gracious gentlemen 
was appropriately rousing.

And, fi nally, the guests of honor 
expressed hakaras ha’tov of their own. 
Mr. and Mrs. Shabse Fuchs, Kesser 

Shem Tov awardees, were fulsome in 
their praise for their children’s teachers 
and principals. Rabbi and Mrs. Moshe 
Bender, Parents of the Year, expressed 
their delight at the wholesomeness of 
the BBY environment and the superior 
academic program that it provides.

In a moving surprise presentation 
by the children of Mr. and Mrs. Ber-
ish Fuchs, the lobby of the BBY school 
building was dedicated in memory of 
Mrs. Hannah Fuchs’s mother, Mrs. Mir-
iam Reinberg, great-grandmother to a 
lovely bunch of Edelstein, Fuchs, and 
Ostreicher BBY talmidos. As Mr. Edel-
stein mentioned during his presenta-
tion, it will be a z’chus for the children 
to walk through the “Ohel Miriam”—
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certainly for the great-grandchildren, 
but for all the other BBY talmidos as 
well.

The video presentation was profes-
sionally rendered by Mr. Chananya 
Kramer of Kol Rom Studios. Aside from 
the usual expressions of delight at rec-
ognizing the face of a beloved daughter 
in the video, the audience greatly appre-
ciated Mr. Kramer’s artistic portrayal 
of the “blossoming” theme. With pet-
als and fl owers strewn about on screen 
and a stunning visual demonstration of 
a budding fl ower, the idea hit home vis-
cerally—BBY is a school in which girls 
grow and blossom, using the nutrients 
provided to maximize their potential in 
ruchniyus and academics.

(For photos from the event, please see 
pages 22–23 in this week’s 5TJT.) 

Goldfeder Named 
To Assembly Insurance 
Committee

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (D–
Rockaway) has been appointed to the 
New York State Assembly Committee 
on Insurance. The infl uential commit-
tee is responsible for reviewing legisla-
tion and holding public oversight hear-
ings relating to the state’s multibillion 
dollar insurance industry.

“Insurance companies must be held 
accountable,” said Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder. “Sandy was a wakeup call 
for so many in our community who 
were victimized by companies who col-
lected premiums but disappeared when 
it came time to help devastated fami-
lies. I will work to ensure that our fam-
ilies have the insurance protection they 

need, without the risk of falling into 
debt or fear of being dropped through 
no fault of their own.”

The Assembly Committee on Insur-
ance is responsible for reviewing all pro-
posed bills having to do with the insur-
ance industry. It provides oversight for 
the state’s multibillion-dollar insur-
ance industry, which includes property 
and homeowners, auto, life, and health 
insurance. In addition, the committee is 
charged with keeping tabs on the state’s 
various insurance-related agencies and 
public bodies, such as the State Depart-
ment of Financial Service or the state’s 
public health insurance exchange.

Assemblyman Goldfeder has long 
been an advocate for families struggling 
with complicated insurance policies 
and rising premiums. In 2013, Goldfeder 
helped pass a comprehensive Sandy 
insurance legislative package to reform 
the process of providing insurance cov-
erage, strengthen homeowners’ rights, 
and hold companies to a higher stan-
dard of accountability. The assembly-
man has also worked closely with col-
leagues at the federal level to prevent 
drastic increases in federally-backed 
fl ood insurance premiums as a result 
of the Biggert-Waters Act passed in Con-
gress in 2012.

In addition to his new post on the 
Insurance committee, Assemblyman 
Goldfeder will continue his role on his 
various other committee assignments. 
Goldfeder currently chairs the Assem-
bly Subcommittee on Autism Reten-
tion and is also a member of the Com-

Continued on Page 83
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Honoring Yeshiva Gedolah

Rosh Yeshiva Rav Moshe Zev Katzenstein, 
Rosh Kollel Rav Yitzchok Knobel, dinner chair-
man Motti Fox, president Adam Goller, and exec-
utive director Baruch Moskowitz graciously pre-
sented awards to Parents of the Year Ricardo 
Goldschmidt and Harbotzas Torah Awardee Rabbi 
Tani Feit at the Yeshiva Gedolah of the Five Towns 
dinner on February 10. The community came out 
to the memorable event to honor this makom 
Torah and enjoy a beautiful night out.
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mittee on Aging;, the Committee on 
Corporations, Authorities and Commis-
sions; the Committee on Government 
Employees; the Committee on Mental 
Health; and the Committee on Racing 
and Wagering. 

Kaminsky Thanks DOT 
For Route 878 Repairs

Assemblyman Todd Kaminsky 
thanked the New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation for meeting him 
on Friday, February 6, on NYS Route 878 
to make expeditious repairs to danger-
ous potholes.

“NYS Route 878 is in dire need of a 
complete overhaul. Until that can be 
done, I thank NYS DOT for addressing 
the dangerous potholes and repairing 
them on Friday evening,” said Assem-
blyman Kaminsky.

“On February 3, Chaverim of the Five 
Towns and Far Rockaway had an enor-
mous call-volume increase for fl at tires 
due to huge potholes on the 878 high-
way. We posted to our Facebook page 
warning local motorists of the area. 
Assemblyman Kaminsky immediately 
contacted us for the exact location of 
the potholes and within the next 24 
hours had a Department of Transporta-
tion truck there fi lling in the potholes. 
He personally supervised the operation. 
We are so impressed and thankful for 
his incredibly fast response. We thank 
him for helping us to help the commu-
nity!” said Binyamin Lipsky, co-direc-
tor of Chaverim of the Five Towns and 
Rockaway. 

Cedarhurst Station 
To Get Security Cameras

The Long Island Rail Road plans to 
install security cameras at the Cedar-
hurst LIRR stop following a number 
of troubling incidents at the station. 
Assemblyman Todd Kaminsky urged the 
LIRR to install cameras last month after 
two swastikas were found etched into 
panes of glass over a two-week period.

The cameras are scheduled to be 
installed around the station building 
later this year, but the LIRR has also 
agreed to make every effort to expedite 
their installation and prevent further 
incidents.

“I applaud the LIRR for its commit-
ment to the people of Cedarhurst, and 
for its swift action to deter hate crimes,” 
said Assemblyman Kaminsky. “Cameras 
will also go a long way towards making 
commuters feel safe at this station.”

“The LIRR moved quickly after each 
of the recent incidents at Cedarhurst 
station to remove the offensive mate-
rial, and the MTA Police Detective Divi-
sion continues to investigate both inci-
dents,” said LIRR President Patrick A. 
Nowakowski. “The installation of secu-

rity cameras at Cedarhurst will signifi -
cantly improve our investigative efforts 
going forward, and hopefully serve as a 
deterrent as well. We will continue to 
work with Assemblyman Kaminsky and 
the community to address questions 
and concerns as they arise.”

“I am very pleased that the LIRR will 
be installing security cameras to help 
with the pervasive hate-graffi ti,” said Jef-
frey Leb, managing director of govern-
ment and external relations, UJA-Feder-
ation of New York. “This wouldn’t have 
happened without the work of Assem-
blyman Todd Kaminsky, who made this 
a priority before he was sworn into 
offi ce, and he delivered results in a 
very expeditious fashion. The commu-
nity owes him a great deal of gratitude 
and I thank him very much for his assis-
tance.”

On January 4, days after the fi rst swas-
tika was found at the Cedarhurst station, 
Assemblyman Kaminsky wrote a letter 
calling for cameras at the stop and else-
where in the train system: “This station, 
as well as others nearby, experienced 
these hateful displays on far too many 
occasions. I urge the LIRR to install cam-

eras on the train station platforms in 
this and other stations that have been 
defaced by perpetrators of hate crimes. 
Such cameras would aid law-enforce-
ment authorities in catching those who 
commit these terrible acts or deter such 
acts in the fi rst place.” 

NCPD Announces 
Police Training 
And Intelligence Center

Nassau County Executive Edward P. 
Mangano, Acting Police Commissioner 
Tom Krumpter, and the Nassau County 
Police Foundation announced plans to 
construct a new, state-of-the-art Nas-
sau County Police Department Cen-
ter for Training and Intelligence on the 
grounds of Nassau Community College.

“Nassau is the safest large suburban 
county in the nation and we intend to 
keep it that way,” said County Execu-
tive Mangano. “My administration, via 
a partnership with the Police Foun-
dation, will construct a new, state-of-
the-art center for training local law 
enforcement. With this step, we move 
police training from outdated facilities 
to a modern venue that advances our 

nationally acclaimed intelligence-led 
policing models.”

The Center for Training and Intelli-
gence includes a new Police Training 
Academy, Asset Forfeiture and Intel-
ligence Bureau, an Emergency Vehi-
cle Operations Course, and a tactical 
village that allows for scenario-based 
training, such as simulated drug raids 
and hostage barricade situations. The 
center will serve as a redundancy cen-
ter for the NCPD’s Communications 
Bureau and as emergency responder 
housing for federal, state, and local fi rst 
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responders during emergencies. The 
center will include modern classrooms, 
a lecture hall and auditorium that can 
be used for large-scale training, ceremo-
nies, national conferences, and private 
sector functions, as well as a dedicated 
physical training and defensive tactics 
area that will properly prepare recruits 
for the rigors of police work.

Due to its proximity, the facility will 
create signifi cant synergies with the 
community college and provide an 
opportunity to generate revenue for 
taxpayers by hosting national police 
conferences and as a site for fi lming by 
Nassau’s growing movie and television 
production industry.

Nassau County recently issued a 
request-for-proposals seeking design ser-
vices for the center. Construction of the 
approximate 120,000-square-foot facil-
ity is expected to begin in the fall of 
2015 and be completed in 2017. The cen-
ter will replace the current Police Acad-
emy, which has been housed since 2006 
at the former Hawthorne Elementary 
School in Massapequa Park. Prior to that, 
the academy was located in trailer-style 
modular buildings at the Nassau County 
Correctional Center in East Meadow and 
at the Cross Street School in Williston 
Park. Nassau County currently spends 
approximately $700,000 in rent to lease 
the Hawthorne School for its Police 
Academy and will thereby save taxpayer 
funds over the life of the new facility.

“Our current facility was built and 
designed as a grammar school, not a 

Police Academy,” said Acting Commis-
sioner Krumpter. “Good training is the 
key to disciplined, effective, and fair 
policing and this new, upgraded, and, 
most importantly, permanent facility 
will give us everything we need to pro-
vide the best and most up-to-date police 
training to our members.”

The cost of the project is estimated 
at $40 million, with $10 million in cap-
ital funding and the remaining $30 mil-
lion from private donations to the Nas-
sau County Police Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) Not-For Profi t corporation, as well 
as through the Nassau County Police 
Department Asset Forfeiture funds.

“We are proud to be a part of this 
important project that will provide our 
law enforcement offi cers with a state-
of-the-art training facility,” said Eric Blu-
mencranz, chairman of the NCPD Foun-
dation. “The NCPD is one of the best 
police departments in the country and 
this facility will allow them to train for 
21st-century policing threats, which will 
continue to make Nassau County one of 
the safest places to live.” 

Tax Credits Available
Too often, hardworking families on 

the South Shore miss the opportunity 
to save hundreds or even thousands of 
dollars in federal and state tax credits. 
These tax credits are in place to help 
families make their hard-earned dollars 
stretch just a little further.

Current programs you may qualify for 
include:

• the Empire State Child Credit, a 
refundable tax credit worth up to $330 
per child for ages 4-16;

• the Child and Dependent Care 
Credit, a tax credit based on a sliding 
income scale for working parents who 
pay for child care or those who live with 
a spouse or dependent who is physi-
cally or mentally incapable of self-care;

• the federal Child Tax Credit, a non-re-
fundable tax credit of up to $1,000 per 
child under the age of 17, or the refund-
able Additional Child Tax Credit; and

• the Real Property Tax Credit, a 
refundable tax credit worth up to $375 
for eligible homeowners and renters.

Additionally, if eligible, you may be 
able to recoup portions of the income 
tax that were withheld from your pay-
check throughout the year. Through an 
often overlooked tax break called the 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), eligi-
ble taxpayers can get extra cash back 
from the IRS or New York State. These 
savings help many families cover their 
monthly bills and allow them to put 
some money away for the future.

To qualify for the New York State and 
federal EITC, you must:

• have worked full- or part-time at 
some point during the calendar year;

• have income below $38,511 ($43,941 
if married) with one child;

• have income below $43,756 ($49,186 
if married) with two children;

• have income below $46,997 
($52,427 if married) with three or more 
children; or

• be a worker between the ages of 
25 and 65, earning less than $14,590 
($20,020 if married) with no children.

Tax season doesn’t need to be a stress-
ful time of year, and assistance is avail-
able to help you prepare your taxes. The 

IRS-certifi ed volunteers with the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) pro-
gram provide free tax-preparation ser-
vices to individuals and families with 
annual incomes of $53,000 or less. For 
those 60 years of age and older, the Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) pro-
gram can also provide assistance at no 
cost to you. To fi nd the nearest VITA or 
TCE site, visit www.irs.gov/Individuals/

Find-a-Location-for-Free-Tax-Prep or call 
800-906-9887. To learn more about the 
federal Earned Income Tax Credit and 
the Child and Dependent Care Credit, 
visit irs.gov. For information or ques-
tions on New York State taxes and the 
state EITC, visit tax.ny.gov. 

Broadway To The 
Five Towns: Shulamith’s 
Production Of ‘Twisted’

On Tuesday evening, February 10, in a 
sold-out theater on Central Avenue, the 
curtain rose on a breathtaking scene. 
More than 70 fi fth-eighth graders from 
Shulamith Middle School performed 
their hearts out in Twisted, a play writ-
ten by Atlanta-based theater profes-
sional Rachelle Freedman. “Twisted is 
a story about a group of middle-school 
girls who are in the midst of their 
fi nal dress rehearsal for a Purim play 
when chaos ensues. This play includes 
rich dramatic moments, silly come-
dic scenes, and Broadway-style musi-
cal parodies from Wicked,” says Sari 
Kahn, director of Maor Performing Arts 
and the director of the original produc-
tion. Kahn explains, “I wanted the stu-
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dents to perform in a production that 
they would be proud to be a part of, 
so with the help of musical director 
Rebecca Gruenfeld and choreographer 
Mina Black, we incorporated into the 
script a choir, dance numbers, a gym-
nastics piece, and a ballet into one uni-
fying piece.”

The outcome was nothing short of 
spectacular. Under the direction of 
Rebecca Gruenfeld, a professional pia-
nist, singer, and composer, the choir 
learned three Hebrew songs with 
accompanying harmonies. Mina Black, 
an accomplished ballerina who most 
recently worked with Miriam Han-
dler in her latest production in Brook-
lyn, choreographed dances to make the 
words of each song come to life.

One of the highlights of the eve-
ning was a fun-fi lled banquet dance 
where gymnasts “tossed” missing gob-
lets through the air while dancers cos-
tumed as Persians and Jews simultane-
ously fl oated on the stage as guests of 
one of Achashverosh’s famous feasts. “I 

love bringing out the hidden talent in 
girls,” says Ms. Black, a Shulamith par-
ent who runs a dance studio in conjunc-
tion with the Five Towns JCC and seam-
lessly brought dancers with various 
levels of training together in a variety 
of dance pieces. “I wanted every dancer 

to know that she has an opportunity to 
shine on the stage either through dance, 
ballet, or gymnastics and that through 
her own work and dedication to the 
process she can accomplish amazing 
things. I am only here to bring out the 
best in every one of them.”

Rebecca Gruenfeld, who has a master’s 
of arts in teaching, not only taught the 
choir and soloists the musical arrange-
ments for the show, but as a piano and 
voice instructor in the Five Towns area, 
she also played the piano for all of the 
musical numbers. “I really challenged 
the choir to sing songs and harmonies 
that they did not know. I wanted them 
to understand that there is a wealth of 
beautiful Hebrew music and that they 
should be proud to sing it.” Ms. Gruen-
feld added that she was “particularly 
impressed with the soloists’ hard work 
and dedication and in their ability to 
learn diffi cult songs from Wicked.”

Parents were beyond thrilled with 
the outcome of the production. Malka 
Davies, whose daughter Tamar was 
a member of the gymnastics troupe, 
described the performance as “the best 
play ever!” Another mother shared with 
the director that she had tears in her 
eyes when she watched her shy daugh-
ter transform into a confi dent woman 
on stage. Mothers, grandmothers, aunts, 
and sisters were amazed by the level of 
professionalism and talent the middle 
school students displayed on the stage.

This production bears the precious 
fruits of the empowering achdut and 
collaboration within the Five Towns 
community. None of this could have 
happened without the guidance of the 
Shulamith Middle School’s administra-
tion along with its partnership with the 
HAFTR administration. The Shulamith 
administration, arts professionals, and 
faculty all worked together to balance 
the students’ rigorous rehearsal sched-
ule while maintaining the school’s aca-
demic standards. The students there-
fore learned essential life skills like 
time-management, prioritizing, and 
perseverance while participating in 
the rehearsal process. Additionally, Alli-
son and Blimie Chait from Shabbos 
Brushups Inc. volunteered their time 
to transform the students’ faces into 
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the famous Purim characters from the 
Megillah. Moreover, because the pro-
duction was staged at HAFTR high 
school, their friendly cooperation and 
assistance clearly added to the show’s 
success. Mrs. Billet, Shulamith Middle 
School’s principal, eloquently summed 
up the feelings of the night best when 
she said, “Shulamith Production night 
was indeed a beautiful evening. A large 
number of very talented students were 
able to showcase their talents in front 
of a deeply appreciative audience of 
women and girls. The students grew 
from their exposure to the gifted direc-
tors and learned skills to last a lifetime. 
The singing, dancing, acting, creative 
costumes, and charming set all contrib-
uted to a delightful and memorable per-
formance. Thanks to all who made it 
possible.”

For more information on Shulamith 
Middle School, please contact mid-

dledivision@shulamith.org; to learn 
more about Maor Performing Arts 
and the professionals, please contact 
info@campmaor.com. 

Yeshivas Nishmas Hatorah 
Holds Lakewood Retreat

By Tuli Urbach

Historic. Bold. Unique. Innovative. 
These are some of the words that come 
to mind when describing the latest ini-

tiative undertaken by Yeshivas Nishmas 
Hatorah. This past motzaei Shabbos, 
bachurim from various yeshivos in the 
tri-state area assembled at the Wood-
cliff Lake Hilton in New Jersey for a 
mini-retreat/convention that continued 
throughout Sunday morning.

The idea was the brainchild of Rabbi 
Pinchus Weinberger and Rabbi Yissachar 
Blinder, roshei yeshiva of Yeshivas Nish-
mas Hatorah. As they are involved in 
being mechanech bachurim who are in 
the post-Eretz Yisrael/dating stages of 
life, they realized a tremendous need to 
address the diffi culties and challenges 
that this turbulent stage of life presents 
for Klal Yisrael’s young men. How do I 

continue my growth in ruchniyus back 

in the U.S.? How do I know when I am 

ready to date? How do I know what to 

look for in a wife? How do I juggle all my 

responsibilities?

These questions and many more are 
at the forefront of these bachurim’s 
minds. More often than not, the 
yeshiva experience in itself is not 
answering them. Thus the idea was 
conceived to host a retreat that would 

feature speakers and workshops 
geared specifi cally to these sensitive 
topics. The undertaking had the warm 
and encouraging berachah from Rav 
Elya Brudny, shlita.

The fi rst speaker to kick off the 
event was Rabbi Doniel Frank, direc-
tor, M.A.P. Seminars, Inc., and a note-
worthy licensed marriage and fam-
ily therapist in the frum community. 
Rabbi Frank spoke about the essential 
factors that one needs in order to be 
successful in his relationship, career 
choices, and even in his observance of 
Yiddishkeit. He focused on motivation, 
developing essential life skills, and 
being authentic, and how these effect 
dating and marriage.

Following Rabbi Frank’s presen-
tation, the bachurim were given the 
opportunity to hear from Rabbi Yosef 
Viener, shlita, rav of congregation 

Shar Hashomayim in Monsey. Rabbi 
Viener spoke about the delicate hala-

chos of how to conduct and respond 
to questions in regard to research on 
shidduchim. The rav couldn’t empha-
size enough the severe ramifi cations 
of misinformation and the importance 
of asking she’eilos. The bachurim were 
given the opportunity to ask their own 
questions and hear Rabbi Viener’s can-
did and often unexpected responses. 
They walked away with the under-
standing of the tremendous achrayus 
that they carry and how when one 
sticks with halachah, only good can 
result.

Following Rabbi Viener’s speech, 
all attendees gathered for a delicious 
melaveh malkah and inspiring kumzits 
led by the very talented Nagelberg 
brothers of Lawrence. At the kumzits, 
Rabbi Blinder spoke about the infi nite 
potential that every person has to 
transform moments of yeridah into 
opportunities of attaining great levels 
of kedushah and aliyah just by asking 
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the most basic of questions: “Where 
are you, Hashem?” It was heartwarm-
ing to see the achdus and camaraderie 
develop amongst bachurim who did 
not know each other previously.

After Shacharis and a delectable 
breakfast, Sunday morning’s fi rst ses-
sion began with a roundtable ques-
tion-and-answer panelist discussion. 
The panelists featured three young 
balabatim who, after leaving their 
years of yeshiva, had transitioned, at 
least partially, into the working world 
with much success and wished to 
share their insights into what it takes 
to make this transition as a ben Torah 
in today’s working environment. R’ 
Yehuda Zachter ascribed his unfore-
seen journey from “Merkaz guy” to 
kiruv rabbi at Columbia University to 
a private-wealth manager at Morgan 
Stanley as being open to see the yad 

Hashem in every step of one’s life.
R’ Zvi Reider, a talmid of Rav Tzvi 

Kaplan, underscored the importance 

of a solid foundation in Torah learning 
and Jewish values as key to continued 
growth. Rabbi Abi Goldenberg, who is 
also a rebbe in Yeshiva Nishmas Hato-
rah, reminded the chevrah that plans 
change. One can chart a course only to 
see it change drastically. One must be 
prepared for that eventuality and try 
to thrive from it.

The panelists all stressed the respon-
sibility of making a kiddush Hashem 
in the secular world and improving 
the image of the frum businessmen. 
This was so powerful as the present-
ers were young, “with it,” and refresh-
ingly candid.

The fi nal speaker of the retreat was 
Rabbi Y.Y. Rubenstein. Rabbi Ruben-
stein focused on the imperative for 
one to have a relationship with a rebbe 
throughout life, and to maintain one’s 
core identity as a ben Torah no mat-
ter where life takes him. He capti-
vated the audience with his own per-
sonal astounding experiences and his 
good-natured humor. It was a per-
fect dose of chizuk and hadrachah, 
giving the bachurim the opportunity 
to encapsulate and build upon that 
which they had gleaned over the past 
15 hours.

A tremendous yasher koach to Rabbi 
Pinchus Weinberger, Rabbi Yissachar 
Blinder, and Rabbi Abi Goldenberg, as 
well as Mordechai Fuchs, for enabling 
the success that this event achieved.

Tuli Urbach is a talmid at Yeshiva 

Nishmas Hatorah and a division head 

in Camp Munk. He authors a blog 

geared towards Jewish youth at www.

hearthustlefi re.com. 

‘Out Of The Box’ 
Play A Huge Success 
At Gan Chamesh

There was an air of excitement 
in the classrooms of Gan Chamesh, 
Chabad’s early-childhood center, as 
the preschool celebrated Box Week. 
Inspired by award-winning book Not a 

Box by Antoinette Portis and The Hap-

piness Box by Bracha Goetz, Gan Cha-
mesh instituted Box Week as a means 
of letting the children’s imaginations 
soar as they play and experiment with 
all different kinds of boxes. The chil-
dren collected boxes of all shapes and 
sizes and proudly brought their collec-

tions to school. The regular classroom 
toys were set aside and the boxes took 
center stage. The children used the 
boxes to create massive towers, rail-
road stations, rocket ships, and castles. 
Empty food boxes and canisters lined 
the shelves of the dramatic play and 
kitchen areas as well.

The box experience appealed to the 
children’s latent senses of engineering 
and architecture, as the children judged 
which boxes work best as a founda-
tion for their structures. Box Week pro-
vided a medium for problem-solving 
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and cooperation as the children devised 
their masterpieces together and partic-
ipated in animated discussions about 
which boxes should be used to achieve 
a specifi c purpose. In light of the suc-
cess of Box Week, many of the class-
rooms at Gan Chamesh will be extend-
ing the experience well into the next 
several weeks.

For more information about Gan 
Chamesh, Chabad’s Early Childhood 
Center, please contact Susy Adler or 
Suzanne Wallin, the program directors, 
at 516-295-2479. 

The Tax Man Cometh
By Arye Nisonson

If you reside in or own a home in 
Nassau County, you want to know Sha-
lom Maidenbaum, Esq., of Maidenbaum 
Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC. A 
relationship with his company can save 
you money each tax year as he chal-
lenges the assessment of your property 
as determined by the county.

Sitting with Mr. Maidenbaum recently, 
it rapidly became apparent that under-
standing the relationship between the 
multibillion-dollar Nassau County and 
school budgets and the property taxes 

that provide the income for those bud-
gets requires a certain insight—or even 
genius—that he possesses. Chances are, 
Maidenbaum says, that if you do not 
challenge your assessment each year, 
you may end up paying more than your 
fair share of the property tax burden.

Another wonderful thing about work-
ing with Mr. Maidenbaum and his part-
ner, Ilyse Sternberg, Esq., is that there 
is absolutely no fee for the work done 
unless they reduce your property tax 
assessment. Mrs. Sternberg, who has 
worked with Maidenbaum for over 25 
years, applies the same diligence to her 
work at Maidenbaum Property Tax as 
she did as an international competitor 
on the U.S. world championship karate 
team and as a champion at the Maccabi 
Games.

Mr. Maidenbaum and his team have 
over 25 years of experience in this 
ever-changing business. Over the years, 
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction 
Group, LLC, has saved homeowners 
many millions of dollars.

The March 2, 2015 deadline to fi le 
a tax grievance is rapidly approach-

ing, so it is important to make con-
tact with them today if you have not 
done so already. Maidenbaum Prop-
erty Tax is located in Cedarhurst and 
can be reached by calling 516-336-8622 
or e-mailing CustomerService@MPTRG.

com. 
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SERVICES 
PROVIDED 

“Kosher” Yoga & Licensed Massage Therapy
Peaceful Presence Studio
436 Central Avenue, Cedarhurst
Separate men/ women
Group/private sessions, Martial Arts…
Gift Cards Available
www.peacefulpresence.com, 516-371-3715

SBG Moving LLC — Local & Long Distance, insured.
Lowest rates to Lakewood.
Small jobs welcome.
Call Shalom at 347-276-7422

Appliance repair, refrigerators, microwaves, ovens/
stoves, dishwasher, washer/dryer. Reasonable, reliable, 
satisfaction guaranteed. Licensed established 1988.
References available. Call Raja 917-714-9446

Violin lessons
In your home (in the Five Towns)
All ages and levels
30-years’ experience
Call Eric 516-359-3801

Experienced Rebbe available to learn any limudei 
kodesh subject with you or your son. References available. 
917-842-2587, PrivateRebbe@gmail.com

Gemach special for simcha. We provide for you 
excellent speaker plus MP3 full of Jewish music, plus excellent 
mike system. Call 718-600-4559

Beautiful business-size cards with Kiruv websites, 
are available for free (to give to not-yet-Frum people). 
Please text or call 718-501-2110 

“Used or Abused” Before you buy a used car, come in 
for a free frame (structural) check. Precision Auto Body 691 
Burnside Ave, Lawrence. 516-371-1137. 
Friends don’t let friends drive junk! 

Boro Park Ladies & Children Coat Gemach accepting 
gently used coats in excellent condition. Woodmere drop-off . 
718-972-3699 

Simchas Naava Share your simcha fl owers! Be 
m’sameach other simchas! Donate your fresh fl ower 
arrangements! We will match your simcha date with simchas 
following yours or deliver them to nursing home residents. To 
donate or obtain fl ower arrangements call 
516-239-6066 
In memory of a special friend, Naava Wassner Katlowitz 

Small beginners Siddurim, and Shabbos 
guidebooks, both in Russian, are available for you to 
distribute. 
Please call Tashbar Publications 
at 718-438-9025 (leave message with address, IY”H we 
will mail them to you for free.) 

New Table and Chair Gemach for shortterm 
simchas. 740 Mador Ct., Far Rockaway. 
Call 718-471-0368 

Retired public school teacher available to tutor men 
and boys in Hebrew, English, and/or Yiddish in the 5 Towns. 
Recession buster. Call 718-552-5525 

G’Mach Chasdei Yisroel — Lending money to people 
in Klei Kodesh & for Klei Kodesh purposes. In the Far Rockaway-Five 
Towns area. 
Please call 917-822-9910 for more info. 
Or email shaimag@gmail.com. 
In Memory of R’ Yisroel Ben Binyamin, a”h. 

Personal Chavrusa available for learning and growing 
understanding the beauty of our Torah. Experience of many years 
in delivering shiurim to Baalei Batim and all those interested in 
learning. Reasonable hourly rate. This is a project of Kollel Tiferes 
Avos. Call 718- 316-3874 
or call Rabbi Dov Bressler 718- 327-8903. (Payments are 
tax deductible.)

Study with Steve. One-on-one tutoring. SAT Math prep, 
regents, high school and elementary math, high school physics. 
Call 516-371-5522

Menadvim — Furniture and Appliances. Like new to 
Donate and Receive. Call 718-MEN-ADVIm 
(718-636-2384) We deliver. 

Boro Park Ladies Hat Gemach accepting your gently 
used weekday and Shabbos hats. Woodmere and Kew 
Gardens Hills drop-off s. 718-972-3211

HELP WANTED 

TAG Junior High has several openings for teachers for next 
year; 7th grade math, 6th grade all subjects. Please email 
resume cdwieder@gmail.com

Medical receptionist/biller. Howard Beach 
offi  ce. Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and evenings, 
Friday AM and early afternoon. Please send resume to 
drzinberg@gmail.com

Evening Shift Mashgiach needed for Long Island City 
commissary. Hours are 3pm until closing. . . . . $18/hour.
Email info@freskofresh.com to set up an interview.

Part Time/ Full Time Receptionist for Busy 
Orthodontic Offi  ce — Are you an outgoing, detail-
oriented person with good telephone skills and computer 
literacy? We are looking for a mature person to join a great 
team whose members stay long term. Experience preferred. 
Send resume to drrubin@drrubinortho.com

Seeking salesperson for expanding business. Must be 
motivated, responsible, and personable.
Sales experience preferred, but not necessary. Will train. 
Please email asalesposition2015@gmail.com
Great potential!!

HR Assistant Full Time — for fast-paced 
Williamsburg E-commerce offi  ce. Entry level position with 
room for growth. Perfect opportunity for a bright recent 
college grad looking for human resources position. E-mail 
cover letter and resume to hr@alliancetime.com.

Accounts Receivable Admin — F/T, for fast-
paced Williamsburg E-commerce offi  ce. This role provides 
administrative, accounting and clerical services, including 
processing and monitoring payments, expenditures and 
performing reconciliations. Strong Excel skills a must. E-mail 
cover letter and resume to hr@alliancetime.com

Manager of Invoice Review Min. 3 years Nursing 
Home A/P or Purchasing exp. Self-motivated & organized 
a must. Based in the Bronx. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Email:jobs@centershealthcare.org

Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe in Kew Gardens seeking a 
substitute for 4th Grade General Studies 
teacher maternity leave. Beginning after Pesach. 
Hours: Mon-Thur 12-4 PM, Friday 11-1 PM. Send resume 
to YTMPrincipal@gmail.com or fax to 
718-441-3962

Surprise yourself. Spend an hour or two in a nursing home 
delivering shaloch manos this Purim. You’ll feel great 
at the end of the day. Call 631-747-9458

Food Services Director/Registered 
Dietician for large Kosher Skilled Nursing Home in Staten 
Island. Easy commute from Brooklyn. 
Full-time, excellent benefi t package.
Fax resume to 347-982-2324.

Hosiery store in the Five Towns looking for energetic 
salespeople. Full time & part time positions available. 
Please call 929-271-4733

FOR SALE 

Furniture: Two 44” beds, headboards, high riser, armoire, 
dresser, night table, kitchen table, four chairs and three AC 
units. Call 914-260-4526

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Lawrence Open House Sunday Feb. 22
1125 Doughty Blvd 4BR brick col. . . . . $600’s 11-12:30
Grand 6 bdrm stucco col in park setting . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.5+
Old Woodmere — 78 Johnson Pl 4 bdrm 
traditional col. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $585,000.00
Milky Forst Properties 516-239-0306
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Lawrence — Palatial CH Colonial on X-LG Property. Large 
EIK, Banquet Sized Formal Dining Room & Formal Living 
Room, Den, 9BR, Full Finished Bsmt, Wall Of French Doors 
Leading to Stone Patio. Garage and Carriage House On Private 
Driveway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.199M
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

5 Towns Jan Kalman Rlty Open Houses 
Feb 22nd
Lawr — 124 Monroe St (1:30-3) Mint Col. 4-5BRs, 2MBR 
stes, lg EIK. h/w fl rs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.35M
Wdm — 920 Tee Ct (12-1) Price Slashed!! 4BR, 2Bth H/R. 
Great Starter home.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $539K
Wdsb — 185 Wdm Blvd So. (12-1:30) 5BR, 3Bth Exp rnch. 
EIK, Den, h/w fl rs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $789,500
Hew — Lovely updtd 5BR, 3Bth Spl. Updtd EIK/Bths, Den/
fpl, bsmt.Close to all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $464,990
N.Wdm — Mint 4BR, 3Bth H/R.Updt EIK/bths, vltd ceil, 
Motiv! Make an off er!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $599K
Wdm — Immac well maintained Split. 3-4BRs, Den, Spac 
prop w/deck. Can expand.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $569K
Wdm — Fab exp H/R. 5-6 BRs, Main fl r Den/vltd ceil. Spiral 
staircase. Every amenity! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$849K
JanKalman.com 516-569-5651

Lawrence- New Exclusive! - The Regency 
- Open House Sunday February 22nd, 
12-3 PM- Please Call Irene. Magnifi cent, Newly Built 
Condominium Building With Full Concierge Service, Doorman, 
Personal Parking Valet, Indoor/Outdoor Heated Pool & Jacuzzi, 
Full Gym, Card Room, Banquet Room, Wine Cellar That Doubles 
As A Second Banquet Room, Parking, and Separate Storage 
Rooms. Regal, Elevator Building With Heated Circular Drive. 
Beautiful 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments Available With Wood 
& Granite Kitchens W/Island, Living Room, Dining Room, & 
Private Terraces. Rentals Now Available!  . . . . . . . . . . .$POR
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

The Regency — Limited Time Off er - Special 
Values For The Next 30 Days On These Brand New Beautiful 
Apartments! Call Me!!!
Lawrence — The Regency Magnifi cent Brand 
New 1BR, 1.5 Bathroom Apartment, With Wood & Granite 
Kitchen W/Island And SS Appliances, And Beautiful Terrace, 
In Luxurious, Newly Built Condominium With 5 Star Hotel 
Amenities, Now Asking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$495K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

Lawrence Co-Op — Please Call Irene. Beautifully 
Renovated 2nd Floor Apartment With 2 Large Bedrooms, 2 Full 
Bathrooms, Wood & Granite Kitchen With Separate Dinette 
Area, Lr, Dr, Terrace. Close To All! 
Reduced For Quick Sale!!! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$199K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

The Regency — Limited Time Off er - Special 
Values For The Next 30 Days On These Brand New Beautiful 
Apartments! Call Me!!!
Lawrence — The Regency - Magnifi cent Brand 
New 1BR, 1.5 Bathroom Apartment With 12 Ft High Ceilings, 
Wood & Granite Kitchen With SS Appliances, And Terrace, 
In Luxurious, Newly Built Condominium With 5 Star Hotel 
Amenities, Now Asking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$499K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

The Regency — Limited Time Off er - Special 
Values For The Next 30 Days On These Brand New Beautiful 
Apartments! Call Me!!!
Lawrence — The Regency - Magnifi cent Brand New 
2BR, 2bths Apartment, With Wood & Granite Kitchen W/Island 
And SS Appliances, And Beautiful Terrace, In Luxurious, Newly 
Built Condominium With 5 Star Hotel Amenities, 
Now Asking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$725K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

The Regency — Limited Time Off er - Special 
Values For The Next 30 Days On These Brand New Beautiful 
Apartments! Call Me!!!
Lawrence — The Regency - Magnifi cent Brand New 
Extra Large 2BR, 2.5 Bath Apartment, With Wood & Granite 
Kitchen W/Island And SS Appliances, And Beautiful Terrace, 
In Luxurious, Newly Built Condominium With 5 Star Hotel 
Amenities, Now Asking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$840K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

The Regency — Limited Time Off er - Special 
Values For The Next 30 Days On These Brand New Beautiful 
Apartments! Call Me!!!
Lawrence — The Regency - Magnifi cent Brand 
New Extra Large 3BR, 2.5 Bathroom Apartment, With Wood 
& Granite Kitchen W/Island And SS Appliances, And Beautiful 
Terrace, In Luxurious, Newly Built Condominium With 5 Star 
Hotel Amenities, Now Asking  . . . . . .$999K - $1.020M
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

Cedarhurst Co-Op — New Exclusive! Large 1 
Bedroom, 1 Bath Apartment In Elevator Building, With Eat In 
Kitchen, Large Lr/Dr, And Built In Offi  ce Space in Hallway. Close 
To All. Asking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $137,500
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

Lawrence — New To Market! Large, Updated Center Hall 
Colonial On Great Block. 5BR On One Level, 5bths, Den, Library 
and Offi  ce. Finished Basement. Deep Property.  . . . . $1.7M
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Hewlett — Beautiful Garden Town Location, Spacious First 
Floor, Center Hall 2BR, 2 Full Bathroom Apt, Large Lr, Formal 
Dr, EIK, W/D in Apt, Beautiful Back Private Terrace. Shows 
Beautifully And Priced To Sell! 
Reduced To Sell!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$129K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

Hewlett — Large Beautiful Center Hall Colonial Rebuilt 
in 2002, 5BR, Wood and Granite EIK, Den, and Huge Finished 
Basement. Circular Drive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$949K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

Woodmere — Gut Renovated 5 Plus Bedroom CH 
Colonial With Wood & Granite Eat In Kitchen, Living Room With 
Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Den And Finished Basement. 
SD#15. Close To All! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$749K
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

Cedarhurst — Updated 2BR, 2 Bath, Kitchen, Closets, 
Terrace, Prime Location  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$289K
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — 1BR, 1.5 Bath, 2nd Floor “The Plaza” 
Beautiful Apartment, Renovated Bathrooms, Walk-In Closet
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$308K
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — Outstanding Luxury Bldg W/24HR Doorman, 
1BR, 2 Full Baths, Eik, IG-Pool, Indoor Parking, Balcony, 
Elevator Bldg, Close To All. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$289K
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

North Woodmere — Price Reduced!! Spacious 
& Bright Brookfi eld Split, 4BR, 3 Full Baths, Lg Bedrooms All On 
One Floor, Lower Level Den, Eik, Formal DR, CAC, SD#15
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$659K
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

North Woodmere — Beautiful col. in pristine 
condition. Totally renovated, LR, FDR, EIK, den, 4BR (1 level), 
3.5bths, full fi nished basement, all systems, great location on 
tree-lined street, walk all shuls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$769K
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Lawrence — Co-op Board Approval Not Required, 
Outstanding Lux Bldg W/24Hr Doorman, 1BR, 1bth, Renovated 
Kitchen & Bath, IG-Pool, Balcony, Near All . . . . . . . . .$299K
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — Quality New Construction b/w Peninsula 
Blvd & West Broadway Classic 5+BR colonial w/ full bsmt on 
oversized property. Grand 2-story entry foyer, master bdrm 
suite & huge kosher kitchen. Too many features to mention. 
Full basement! Over 4,000 sq. ft. home. Call for apt to see the 
plans and specifi cations. Asking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.2M
South Shore Estates 516-569-4980

Woodsburgh — Over 1/2 acre, prime location, 
buildable lot. Park-like property. Walk to all. Build your dream 
home. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .P.O.R.
South Shore Estates 516-569-4980

Woodsburgh — Magnifi cent Totally Renovated 7+ BR 
Classic Colonial On 1+ Acre. Lush Grounds with Guest House 
and Pool. Every Amenity. Must See. Walk To IP Minyan. Call for 
Appointment & Price.
South Shore Estates 516-569-4980

Woodmere — “New Construction” Ready to move in! 
Center hall colonial with Grand two-story entry foyer. 6BR 4 
full Bths. Master bedroom suite. Huge Kosher EIK and great 
room.  Magnifi cent trim work, 10ft ceilings. Full fi nished 3rd. 
fl oor. School district # 15. Walk to Young Israel. Call for apt.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1M+
South Shore Estates 516-569-4980

North Woodmere — Price Reduced!! 
Immaculate Spacious 4BR, 3 Full Bath Hi-Ranch, Eik, Large Lr 
& Dining Rm, Den, CAC, Hardwood Flrs Throughout, Side Patio, 
SD#15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$679K
info@pugatch.com 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — New to Market. Ours alone. Legal brick 
2 family house on quiet tree lined street. 3BR over 3BR, CA/C, 
gas heat, low taxes.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$849K
Call Joan for more details.  . . . . . . . . . . 516-319-4482 
Five Town Homes Realty 516-569-5710

Inwood — Excellent income! Mixed used building. 
High traffi  c area 1st fl oor offi  ces, includes lot next door.
2nd fl oor 2 Apts. Rental +basement  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$899K
212-470-3856 WinZone Re

Continued on Page 94
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FOR RENT 

Far Rockaway/Bayswater — New to Market. 2,3,4 
Bedroom apartments for rent.  . . . . . . . Call for Details
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Cedarhurst — New to Market, Spacious 3BR apt in 2 
family house. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call for details.
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes, 
Realty 516-569-5710

Old Woodmere — Large House for Rent. 
Available immediately.
Lrg EIK, oversized family room. 2-Car garage.
Beautiful yard. Walk to IP Minyan. Call for details.
South Shore Estates 516-569-4980

Cedarhurst New to Market. Ours alone. Bright and 
light, 3BR, 1.5bths in 2 family house.  W/D, parking and yard 
included.  Private entrance. Walk all. . . .  Call for Details
Call Joan 516-319-4482, Five Town Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

LOST AND FOUND

Found — Boys sneakers found near Beach 6, Far 
Rockaway. Please call 516-314-4609

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR SALE

Rockville Centre — Professional Co-Op, Turn Key 
Medical Offi  ces, 3,000+/-SF, 7 Exam Rooms, 2 Consult Offi  ces, 
Lg Reception/Waiting Area, Handicap Accessible, & Much 
More!!! Call for Details. Randy Green. For Sale  . . . . $395K.
516-295-3000, info@pugatch.com

Island Park — Urgent Care/Offi  ce/Retail 
7,000+/- SF on Two Floors, Beautiful Free Standing Elevator 
Building, Totally Refurbished, Handicap Accessible, Adjacent to 
LIRR Station, For Lease/For Sale  . . . . . . . . . . . . Call For Details
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR SALE

Valley Stream — Minutes From JFK Airport, 400+ Amp 
Electric, High Ceilings, Ample Parking, Great Location for: Light 
Manufacturing, Construction, Home Improvement, Freight 
Forwarding, Inventory or Storage. For Sale…Call For Details
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Valley Stream — 7500SF +/- Industrial Building, 2 OH 
Doors, 400+ Amps, 20’ Ceilings, For Sale…Call For Details
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Valley Stream — 5,500SF +/- Warehouse W/Offi  ces, 
2 Separate Offi  ces, Kitchenette, Conference Rm, Warehouse 
Space W/OH Door, Private Parking, Great Location, 
For Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call For Details 
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — New Construction!! 4,300SF +/- 
Offi  ce Building With Parking. For Sale/Lease . . Call For Details
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Inwood — Warehouse/Offi  ce 12,000SF Building 
With O’H’ Door & 16 Car Private Parking, Mins to JFK, Ready to 
Deal, For Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.395M
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Woodmere — 4400SF Brand New Offi  ce Building With 
24 Car Parking For Sale
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — 2 Story (Retail/Offi  ce & A 3BR 
Apartment), Just Off  Central Ave, Needs TLC
For Sale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$400’s
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Lawrence — Professional Suite In The Plaza 
building, Central Ave, 24hr Doorman, 3 Treatment Rms, 
Reception & Waiting Area. For Sale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$329K
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Lynbrook — 6,100SF Warehouse, Fully Built Out Offi  ces, 
2 OH Doors For Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$625K
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lynbrook — 6,000SF Warehouse, With offi  ce, 
Kitchenette, & Bathrooms, 3 OH Doors For Sale  . . . .$899K
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Valley Stream — Free Standing Offi  ce Bldg, Corner Lot, 
2000SF, For Sale Only. Call for details. Randy Green. . . .$245K
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

Hewlett — First fl oor Co-op. Updated 1BR, LR, DR, EIK, 
patio, bright and sunny w/d, storage and parking included. 
Great location. walk all, owner says sell. 
Drastic price reduction!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $86K
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Cedarhurst —  Co-op. Freshly painted! new to market. 
Large 1BR apt in White House. Very spacious LR, DR, kitchen, 
1bth, terrace facing gardens, owner motivated, present all 
off ers, low maintenance. Great location. walk all  . .$149K
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

Cedarhurst — Grand C/H col. in MIC, 9’ ceilings, large 
gourmet kosher kitchen, banquet-sized FDR, large LR & den, 
radiant heated fl oors, crown moldings, 4+BR, full fi nished 
basement. A must see! On quiet tree-lined street, great 
location, walk all shuls.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . POR
Call Joan 516-319-4482, and/or Edy 516-728-
2977, 5 Towns Homes Realty 516-569-5710

Woodmere — Split ranch, renovated, 6BR, LR, FDR, large 
den, great for large family in SD#14. (Can be mother daughter 
with proper permits) Walk all. Priced for quick deal!. $579K
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

North Woodmere—Beautiful spacious 3,000 sq. 
ft. brick col. prime location, on quiet treelined street, 5BR 
(1 level), 4.5bths, Kosher granite EIK, large FDR & LR with 
designer moldings, den, full fi nished basement, great for large 
family, a must see! Walk all shuls. 
Price reduced. Asking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$849K
Call Joan 516-319-4482, 5 Towns Homes 
Realty 516-569-5710

FOR RENT 

The Regency — Limited Time Off er - Special 
Values For The Next 30 Days On These Brand New Beautiful 
Apartments! Call Me!!!
Lawrence — The Regency- For Rent- Magnifi cent 
Brand New Extra Large 2BR, 2.5 Bathroom Apartment, 
With Terrace. Wood & Granite Kitchen with Island and 
SS Appliances, And Beautiful Terrace, In Newly Built 
Condominium With 5 Star Hotel Amenities.  . $4,200 mo.
Irene Steiner Direct — 516-652-7099 
Pugatch Realty Corp Email — 
isteiner@pugatch.com

Apartment for Rent in Center of Far Rockaway, 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony, spacious dining room, extra 
closet space, Available immediately,  . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,700
Call 914-260-4526

Atlantic Beach house Bay Blvd — fl exible winter 
($1950) or year round ($2975) 3BR, 2 bath, 
fully furnished/or not, 2 blocks Shul. Owner (No fee) 
516-578-8045

Lawrence House — Newly renovated Center Hall 
Colonial on cul-de-sac. Cent'l location/Walk to all Shuls. New 
EIK w stainless steel appliances. Hi Ceilings. Wood fl oors/
moldings. 5 large BR, Library/Den, FDR, Backyard. 
Avail. immediately! . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,500 per/mo.
917-455-7376

Far Rockaway — Studio/1BR apartments available, 
freshly painted, near Shuls, bus transportation in front of 
building, Start rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,100/month
M. Frucht Real Estate Services 
718-376-3868

Basement furnished apartment ideal for student or young 
couple. One extra-large room with separate kitchen. 
Great Lawrence location. Send particulars of yourself. 
EstherBD1@gmail.com

Woodmere — 1BR Apt In Bldg - Renovated 
Kitchen & Bath, Heat & Water Incld, 2nd Floor, Close To LIRR & 
Shopping, Laundry Room In Bldg, SD#14  . . . $1,375/Mo
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — New to market, ours alone. Spacious 4BR, 
2bths, duplex apartment in private house. Large living room 
with fi re place, kitchen, formal dining room, basement.
Call Joan for details. 516-319-4482 Five 
Town Homes Realty 516-569-5710

CLASSIFIED ADS
Continued from Page 93

516-239-0306516-512-3862

www.Milkyforstproperties.com

Mag. 10BR Contemp Col. W/ Beautiful Marble Entry & Soaring 
Ceilings Banquet FDR, FLR, Huge Granite Chef’s EIK , Library, 
Den, Lux Mbr Suite+ Office Lg ,Closets & Bth All Overlooking 1.3 
Acre Of Beautifully Lndscpd Prop. W/ Igp & Bsktball Crt P.O.R.

Charming 3 bdrm  ranch,  den, flr, fdnr, eik, full finished 
basement, property 75x100, LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION 

C/H Colonial, 5+ Bdrms, 3.5 Bths on 60X180  Prime Tree 
Street Block SD15. $799K Sale or Rent 

WOODMERE

One Of A Kind Woodmere 400 In Mic,Flr With Vaulted 
Ceilings Lg Fdnr Eik Main Lvl Den, 4 Bdrms On 1 Lvl
+Mdsrm Finished Basement Location!!! $849K

N. WOODMERE

LAWRENCE

LAWRENCE FAR ROCKAWAY

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Feb. 22nd

BY APPT

eik f ll finishedeik full finish

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Feb. 22nd

583 Cedar Hill Rd
1:30pm-3pm

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Feb. 22nd

BY APPT

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Feb. 22nd

BY APPT

With V lt d

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Feb. 22nd

BY APPT

Classic All Brick C/H Col. On Prestigious St. Beautifully 
Appointed Flr, Banquet Fdr, Chef’s Eik W/ Hi- End SS
Appl, 2 Sinks , 2 DWs, 2 Stoves, Wine Fridge, Main Lvl 
Den/Built-Ins, 2 Lux. Mbr Stes & Bths, Jacuzzi, Steam 
Shower, Radiant Heat. 6-Car Drvwy $1.6+

Traditional All Brick C/H Col With Lg Flr Fdnr Beautiful 
Main Lvl Den 4 Bdrms With Easy Expansion 
Possibilities, Lg Oversized Property, Prestigious 
Cul-De-Sac, Walk To All$939K

LAWRENCE

OPEN HOUSE
Sun Feb. 22nd

BY APPT
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COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Cedarhurst — Warehouse Near JFK Airport For Rent. 
Approx. 4,000 sq. ft. 16 ft ceilings. Great art studio and/or 
storage. Call 516-448-4393

Cedarhurst — Offi  ce for Rent in elevator building. Prime 
location on Central Avenue. Can rent 1 to 4 rooms. 
Call 917-417-5725

Hewlett — 800+/-SF Retail Store with Full Basement, on 
Franklin Ave, For Lease Call For Details.
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Hewlett — Retail Store with Full Basement, Parking in 
Rear, Great Location, on Broadway, For Lease. Call for Details.
info@pugatch.com 516-295-3000

Hempstead — 2,500 +/-SF Restaurant/Retail Space on 
Main St, High Visibility & Excellent Frontage, 
For Lease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call For Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Island Park — Retail 13,000+/- SF Lot, on Corner with 
Traffi  c Signal, Great Visibility, 1800SF Building in Busy Location 
For Lease/For Sale Call for Details. 
info@pugatch.com 516-295-3000

Hewlett — Retail 2,250+/-SF store, 2 Bathrooms, Full 
Basement, Parking in Rear, Can be 3 Units, 
For Lease. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Call for Details.
info@pugatch.com 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — Across The Street From Bay Harbor Mall, 
1,500SF Take Out Restaurant…For Lease . . . . $4,500/Mo.
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Valley Stream — 6,000SF +/- Commissary Space, Fully 
Sprinklered, 3 Walk-In Freezer Boxes, Available For Lease,
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15PSF
Call For Details info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — 2 Offi  ce Suites Available, Opposite the 
Cedarhurst Post Offi  ce, Prime Location, Well Maintained 
Building, Great Parking, For Lease…Call For Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — Retail Store on Central Ave, 1000SF +/- 
with Full Basement. Won’t Last!! For Lease…Call For Details. 
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FOR RENT

Lawrence — Up to 8,000SF Space with Parking, Great 
Exposure, High Traffi  c For Lease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call For Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — 2 stores available, 600SF, Cheapest Stores in 
Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . For Lease $1,200/Mo.
info@pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Valley Stream — 1700SF Offi  ce Space, Full Service, Build 
to Suit, Underground Parking, Near LIRR Station . . . . .For Lease
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30/SF
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lynbrook — Offi  ce Space!! 2200SF or 1500SF, 
Built to Suit, Mins From 5 Towns, Great Parking, Everything Is 
All New. For Lease. Call For Details.
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Woodmere — 800SF Store on Irving Place, Clean Offi  ce 
With Nearby Parking, 
Price Reduced For Lease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,475/Month
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000 

Lawrence — Central Ave, 1,650SF + Basement, Very Close 
To Rockaway Turnpike, Great Location, 
For Lease Call For Details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Lawrence — Offi  ce Max Shopping Center, 1000 Or 4000SF 
Available, Join Offi  ce Max, Sherwin Williams, AutoZone & More, 
Great Parking, Corner Store On Rockaway Tpke & Burnside Ave 
For Lease Call for details.
info@Pugatch.com, 516-295-3000

Cedarhurst — 3,000SF Building For Rent, Good For Day 
Care/Medical/General Offi  ces 
Call for Details. For Lease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25/SF
516-295-3000, info@Pugatch.com

Rockville Centre — 3,500 sq. ft., fully wired for Web, 
partitioned, will divide. Call 516-322-3555

MISCELLANEOUS 

Yeshiva of South Shore has some membership openings 
in its burial society. By purchasing an individual, couple 
or family membership, you will be ensured of select plots in one of 
several New York area cemeteries. For more information on burial 
society membership, please call 516-374-7363 or e-mail: 
societies@yoss.org

Your Real Estate, 

Service, or 

Help Wanted 

Ad Here Every 

Thursday
100,000 readers look 

forward to what’s 
happening in the 5 Towns 
by reading The Five Towns 

Jewish Times. 

1 Week . . . . . . . . . . $35

2 Weeks . . . . . . . . . $60

4 Weeks . . . . . . . . $100

Weekly Ads of up 
to 25 words

Call: 516-569-0502

Fax: 516-977-0608

Or E-mail ads to: 

Classifieds@5tjt.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING BY THE 
BOARD OF APPEALS
Pursuant to New York State Town Law Article 16, New 
York State Public Officers Law Article 7, and the Town 
of Hempstead Building Zone Ordinance, NOTICE is 
hereby given that the BOARD OF APPEALS of the Town 
of Hempstead will hold a public hearing in the Town 
Meeting Pavilion, Town Hall Plaza, One Washington 
Street, Hempstead, New York on 02/25/2015 at 9:30 
A.M. & 2:00 P.M. to consider the following applications 
and appeals:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE FOLLOWING CASES WILL BE CALLED STARTING 
AT 9:30 A.M.

102/15. FRANKLIN SQUARE - Tony & Jane Mignanelli, 
Renewal of grant to maintain 2-family dwelling., N/W cor. 
Langdon St. & Catherine Ave., a/k/a 1168 Langdon St.

103/15. N. BELLMORE - Karen I. Coughlin, Renewal of 
grant to maintain 6’ high fence., S/E cor. Herkimer St. & 
Bellmore Rd., a/k/a 2644 Herkimer St.

104/15. NR LAWRENCE - Donato Rinaldi, Gino Longo & 
Antonio Longo, Renewal of grant to maintain 2-family 
dwelling., N/W cor. Randall Ave. & Washington Pl., a/k/a 
285 Washington Pl.

105/15. EAST MEADOW - Omar Martinez & Nelida  
Cabrera, Renewal of grant to maintain 2-family dwelling., S/s 
Gladmore St., 100’ E/o Freeman Ave., a/k/a 2456 Gladmore St.

106/15. LEVITTOWN - Samuel & Harriet Levy, Renewal 
of grant to maintain 6’ high fence larger than pool 
installation area., N/W cor. Straight La. & North La., 
a/k/a 25 Straight La.

107/15. LIDO BEACH - Harold & Tina Kuritzky, Renewal 
of grant to maintain 18’ high living fence., N/s Gerry Ave., 
447’ E/o Daniel Dr., a/k/a 939 Gerry Ave.

108/15. MERRICK - Herbert Newman, Renewal of 
grant to maintain 6’ high stockade fence & 8’ high 
living fence., W/s Lynn Ct., 67.94’ W/o Clubhouse Rd., 
a/k/a 1695 Lynn Ct.

109/15. WOODMERE - Charles & Judith Kandler, 
Renewal of grant to maintain 6’ high fence with pool., 
N/E cor. Diane Pl. & Cliffside Ave., a/k/a 583 Diane Pl.

110/15. NR VALLEY STREAM - Rasheed Khan, Maintain/
Install 6’ high fences forward of dwelling on Clayton Rd. 
which may substantially obstruct line of sight., N/E cor. 
Putney Rd. & Clayton Rd., a/k/a 1656 Putney Rd.

111/15. WEST HEMPSTEAD - Mark & Ari Herskovits, 
Variances, lot area occupied, front yard average setback, 
construct 2nd story addition to dwelling., N/s Langley 
Ave., 400’ E/o McKinley St., a/k/a 510 Langley Ave.

112/15. UNIONDALE - Lidiardo Benitez, Variances, 
average front yard setback, side yard, maintain 2nd 
story addition, porch conversion & awning all attached 

to dwelling., N/s Northern Pkwy., 400’ E/o Davis Ave., 
a/k/a 579 Northern Pkwy.

113/15. NR VALLEY STREAM - Jocelyn Nozea, Variances, 
side yards aggregate, rear yard, construct 2nd story 
addition attached to dwelling., E/s Fulton St., 66’ N/o 
Pershing St., a/k/a 897 Fulton St.

114/15. MERRICK - Arthur Best, Variances, lot area 
occupied, maintain accessory structure (BBQ) higher 
than permitted & with less than required side yard 
setback., S/s Hewlett Ave., 399.87’ W/o Jami St., a/k/a 
3394 Hewlett Ave.

115/15. WOODMERE - Devorah Roth, Variances, 
height, lot area occupied, side yards aggregate, construct 
2-story addition to dwelling., N/s Clubhouse Rd.,60.14’ E/o 
Fairway Dr., a/k/a 894 Clubhouse Rd.

116/15. OCEANSIDE - Chris & Donna Pappas, Variance, 
lot area occupied, construct 2nd story wood deck with 
stairs attached to dwelling., W/s Carrel Blvd., 520’ S/o 
Cecilia Pl., a/k/a 50 Carrel Blvd.

117/15. N. BELLMORE - Edward Friedman, Variance, 
side yards aggregate, maintain enclosed porch attached 
to dwelling., N/s Jacqueline Ave., 256.06 ‘ W/o Newbridge 
Rd., a/k/a 2199 Jacqueline Ave.

118/15. NR EAST ROCKAWAY - Robert McKee, Variance, 
lot area occupied, maintain screened porch attached to 
dwelling., E/s Hewlett Point Ave., 65’ S/o Thixton Ave., 
a/k/a 32 Hewlett Point Ave.

119/15. NR LYNBROOK - Jason & Jennifer Marchetta, 
Variance, lot area occupied, construct addition & 2nd 
story addition both attached to dwelling., N/s Norwich 
Ave., 65.06’ S/o Birch St., a/k/a 54 Norwich Ave.

120/15. NR LYNBROOK - Francisco Vargas, Use 
variance to maintain accessory structure (detached 
garage converted to living space) (not permitted) 
higher & larger than permitted & exceeds horizontal 
maximum on both sides., W/s Franklin Ave., 55.69’ 
N/o Edward St., a/k/a 17 Franklin Ave. (Negative Dec-
laration issued under S.E.Q.R.)

121/15. - 122/15. OCEANSIDE - Nina Kombert, 
Variances, side yard, side yards aggregate, maintain 
addition & garage converted to living space both  
attached to dwelling; Maintain 5’ high fence forward 
of dwelling which may substantially obstruct line of 
sight., E/s Club Ct., 215.53’ E/o Links Dr. E., a/k/a 408 
Club Ct.

123/15. FRANKLIN SQUARE - John Piotrowski, 
Variances, lot area occupied, side yard, side yards  
aggregate, maintain carport attached to dwelling., 
W/s Bayberry Rd., 369.30’ S/o Park La. South, a/k/a 
748 Bayberry Rd.

124/15. NR LONG BEACH - Patty Linton, Variance, rear 
yard, maintain deck & outdoor shower enclosure both 
attached to dwelling.,  W/s Leamington St.,98.8’ S/o Lido 
Blvd., a/k/a 16 Leamington St.

125/15. MERRICK - Howard Stein, Variances, lot area 
occupied, rear yard, maintain 2nd story wood deck with 
stairs attached to dwelling., W/s Elinore Ave., 200’ S/o 
Gregory Ave., a/k/a 2396 Elinore Ave.

THE FOLLOWING CASES WILL BE CALLED STARTING 
AT 2:00 P.M.

126/15. MERRICK - Salvatore & Kimberly Birardi, 
Maintain 6’ high fence forward of dwelling on Gregory 
Ave. which may substantially obstruct line of sight., N/W 
cor. Elinore Ave. & Gregory Ave., a/k/a 18 Elinore Ave.

127/15. BELLMORE - Craig Messina, Special exception 
to use part of premises for tattoo shop., N/W cor. Merrick 
Rd. & Eastern Ave. running thru to Bellmore Ave., a/k/a 
2813B Merrick Rd. (Negative Declaration issued under 
S.E.Q.R.)

128/15. - 129/15. BELLMORE - Jennifer Licausi, 
Variance, lot area occupied, maintain addition 
& roofed over porch both attached to dwelling; 
Variance, side yard, maintain a/c unit attached to 
dwelling., W/s Russell St., 125’ S/o Natta Blvd., a/k/a 
1984 Russell St.

130/15. NR NEW HYDE PARK - R & J Associates, Special 
exception to exceed floor area ratio; Variance in off-
street parking, insufficient back-up space, stall size 
& access, parallel parking (not permitted) & special 
exception to park in front yard on Nassau Terminal 
Rd., construct 1-story additions to existing ware-
house., Southeasterly end of Nassau Terminal Rd., 
638’ W/o Denton Ave., a/k/a 170 Nassau Terminal Rd.

131/15. FRANKLIN SQUARE - SPNL Realty, Variances, 
subdivision of lot, lot area, front width from & on street 
line to front setback line, construct dwelling with garage 
(demolish existing dwelling)., E/s Sherwood Ave., 60’ N/o 
Russell St.

132/15. FRANKLIN SQUARE - SPNL Realty, Variances, 
subdivision of lot, lot area, front width from & on 
street line to front setback line, construct dwelling 
with garage., E/s Sherwood Ave., 100’ N/o Russell St.

133/15. - 134/15. BELLMORE - 1305 Newbridge Rd. 
Realty, LLC, Variance in off street parking (proposed  
retail store); Install one illuminated double-faced 
detached ground sign; overall size 199 sq. ft. (99.4 
per side); setback 16’11” from Charles Ct.; overall 
height 18’ with 3’10” clearance from bottom of sign 
to grade., N/E cor. Newbridge Rd. & Charles Ct., a/k/a 
1305 Newbridge Rd.

135/15. - 143/15. INWOOD - 300 Henry Realty, LLC., 
Use variance to maintain additions to warehouse/ 
office building not permitted in Res. “B” District with 
front yard setback variance; Use variance to maintain  
warehouse for storage, not permitted in Res. “B” District 
with rear yard variance; Waive off-street parking; 
special exception to park in Res. “B” District; Use 
variance for the parking of commercial vehicles 
not permitted in Res. “B” District; Use variance to 
maintain outdoor storage of equipment & stor-
age & display of materials not permitted in Res. “B”  
District with front yard setback variance in conjunction 
with cement plant; Use variance to maintain weigh 
station scale not permitted in Res. “B” District; Use 
variance to maintain storage shed with rear yard  
variance; Use variance to maintain 2nd storage shed 
with side & rear yard variances; Maintain 6’, 8’ & 12’ 
high block walls, 6’ high chain link fences & 5’ & 7’ 
high brick & metal fence.,  E/s Henry St. ,  100.21’ 
S/o Burnside Ave.,  a/k/a 280 Henry St.  (S.E.Q.R. 
determination not made)

144/15. - 145/15. NR VALLEY STREAM - Active  
Academics, Inc., Special exception for proposed 
day care center as accessory use in existing church; 
Variance in off-street parking., W/s N. Central Ave., 
356.44’ N/o North Dr., a/k/a 502 N. Central Ave. (Negative 
 Declaration issued under S.E.Q.R.)

146/15. INWOOD - Jarvis Capital Group Inc., Use 
variance to maintain detached garage converted to 
single family dwelling (2 dwellings on one parcel); 
Variances side yard, rear yard, maintain additions to 
detached garage., W/s  Chestnut Rd., 181’ N/o Bayswater 
Blvd., a/k/a 85 Chestnut Rd. (Negative Declaration 
issued under S.E.Q.R.)

147/15. INWOOD - Jarvis Capital Group Inc., Variances, 
subdivision of lot, lot area, maintain dwelling on a lesser 
lot., N/E cor. Maple Rd. & Chestnut Rd., a/k/a 78 Maple Rd.

148/15. INWOOD - Jarvis Capital Group Inc., Variances, 
subdivision of lot, lot area, front width from & on street line 
to front setback line, lot area occupied, rear yard, construct 
3-story dwelling with garage., E/s Chestnut Rd., 35.73’ N/o 
Maple Rd.

1409/15. - 1417/15. NR GARDEN CITY - The Retail 
Property Trust, Install two (2) changeable wallscape 
signs & one (1) illuminated store ID sign & maintain two 
(2) changeable wallscape signs all attached to South 
parking garage walls (not permitted because not on 
tenant space); Install two (2) changeable wallscape 
signs & one (1) illuminated store ID sign all attached to 
North parking garage (not permitted because not on 
tenant space); Install one changeable wallscape sign & 
one illuminated store ID sign both attached to North-
west parking garage (not permitted because not on 
tenant space); Install one changeable wallscape sign & 
three (3) illuminated store ID signs all attached to West 
parking garage (not permitted because not on tenant 
space); Install twelve (12) illuminated directional signs 
(4 double-faced & 8 single-faced); overall size 37 sq. ft. (8 
sq. ft. permitted) & 8’ 3” in height (7’ high permitted) all 
of which must say “Entrance” or “Exit” and do not; Install six 
(6) 4-sided illuminated monument signs (not permitted); 
Install one double-faced, illuminated monument en-
try sign (not permitted); overall size 86 sq. ft. (43 sq. ft. 
per face); overall height 29’ 4” & setback 16’ from Old  
Country Rd; Install one double-faced, illuminated 
monument entry sign (not permitted); overall size 86 
sq. ft. (43 sq. ft. per face); overall height 29’ 4” & set-
back 15½’ from Stewart Ave; Install one double-faced,  
illuminated monument entry sign (not permitted); 
overall size 78 sq. ft. (39 sq. ft. per face); overall height 
29’ 4” & setback 7’ from Zeckendorf Blvd, S/s Old 
Country Rd. bounded by Clinton Rd., Stewart Ave. & 
Meadowbrook Pkwy., a/k/a 630 Old Country Rd.

ALL PAPERS PERTAINING TO THE ABOVE HEARING 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION AT THE BOARD 
OF APPEALS, TOWN HALL, 1 WASHINGTON STREET, 
HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550.

Interested parties may appear at the above time and 
place.  At the call of the Chairman, the Board will con-
sider decisions on the foregoing and those on the Re-
serve Decision calendar and such other matters as may 
properly come before it.

By order of the Board of Appeals,
David P. Weiss, Chairman

Richard M. A. Regina, Secretary

Deadline for  

Classified 

Advertising  

in the next issue  

is Monday, 

February 23,

at 5:00 PM 

Call  

516-569-0502
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HANC Happenings
Kindergarten visits LICM. 

Kindergarten students from 
HANC’s Samuel & Eliza-
beth Bass Golding Elemen-
tary School, in West Hemp-
stead, had a wonderful time 
at the Long Island Children’s 
Museum.

During their visit, the stu-
dents stopped at a number of 
exhibits; each exhibit explored 
a different scientifi c concept 
that shapes our world. In Feast 
for Beasts, the students exam-
ined different animals’ bod-

ies to learn how they adapt 
for the type of food that they 
eat. In Building Boom with 
KEVA Planks, the students used 
KEVA building blocks to learn 
about balance, proportion, and 
geometry. In Healthyville, the 
students used the latest scan-

ner technology to select the 
proper food for a healthy diet 
and to demonstrate the mus-
cles and bones of our bodies 
in action. The grand fi nale was 
the bubble room, where the 
students explored the magi-

cal world of bubble water. Stu-
dents had a great time experi-
menting with wands and tubes 
of different shapes and even 
got to go inside a giant bubble 
that surrounded them.

Chag HaSiddur celebration. 
Mazal tov to all the kitah aleph 
students on receiving their 
fi rst siddurim! The students in 
Morah Shoshana’s and Morah 
Katz’s classes sang songs about 
tefi llah and having gratitude to 
Hashem. The students did a fan-
tastic job singing together and 
reciting their individual lines; 
each student delivered an out-
standing performance. The par-
ents, grandparents, siblings, 

teachers, and friends who came 
to celebrate with the students 
were all tremendously proud. 
And the students were all really 
proud of themselves; their faces 
positively glowed as they came 
up to receive their fi rst siddurim 
from Rabbi Sadigh and Mrs. 
Deutsch.

A big thank-you goes to 
Morah Shoshana, Morah Katz, 
Morah Chavy, and Morah Brit-
tany for all their hard work, and 
to Rabbi Shapiro for his won-
derful musical accompaniment, 
as well as to the PTA for the col-
lation and to the parents who 
sponsored the Chag HaSiddur. 
HANC would like to thank Mrs. 
Tawil for the wonderful scenery 
and Morah Dafna for the beau-
tiful labels that were placed in 
the children’s siddurim.

May the students’ beautiful 
tefi llot continue to go directly to 
Hashem, and may they always 
bring nachat to everyone they 
encounter.

“Derech eretz” doughnuts. 
Third-graders in Rabbi Merrill’s 
class have learned that derech 
eretz kadma laTorah, that having 
good middot is a prerequisite to 
being a Torah-observant Jew. 
Third-graders are working hard 
to be good friends, to treat each 
other with respect, and to have 
great derech eretz. To remind his 
students about the importance 
of derech eretz, as well as to 
acknowledge and celebrate the 
students who demonstrate fan-
tastic derech eretz, Rabbi Merrill 
gives out “derech eretz tickets.” 
After receiving a certain num-
ber of tickets, students receive 
the grand prize—an invita-
tion to a derech eretz doughnut 
party! The fi rst group of third-
grade derech eretz superstars 
just earned enough tickets to 
enjoy a yummy doughnut party.

HANC is so proud of all the 
students for their commitment 
to Torah and to behaving with 
derech eretz.

Wondering about a world 

with no numbers. Mrs. Pinn 
challenged her sixth-grade math 
students to ponder the question 
“What would the world be like 
without numbers?” Students 
were asked to think about the 
question and to compile and 
present a report to the class 
with their thoughts.

The students offered some 
remarkable analyses and 

thoughts about how we use 
numbers and what the world 
would be like without them. 
Students suggested that sci-
ence, technology, medicine, and 
all related innovation would be 
stymied without numbers. Stu-
dents also suggested that cook-
ing and baking would be a disas-
ter without numbers to guide 
us on how to measure ingre-
dients properly. Students also 
noted that without numbers 
we would never know how to 
get dressed properly because 
we wouldn’t be able to com-
municate about weather and 
temperature. A number of stu-
dents suggested that our econ-
omy would come to a halt if 
we no longer had numbers and 
money.

Students were sad to real-
ize that without numbers there 
would be no dates or calendars 
and therefore no birthdays or 
birthday parties! Students pos-
ited that the world of music 
would forever be altered with-
out numbers because music is 
measured in beats, which are 
numerically based. One stu-
dent even pointed out that the 
Torah describes the days of cre-
ation as “Day One,” “Day Two,” 
“Day Three,” etc. so that with-
out numbers there would liter-
ally be no world!

While some students said 
they’d be happy in a world 
without numbers because then 
there would be no more math 
homework, all the students 
agreed that the world could not 
exist without numbers because 
numbers play such an import-
ant role in our lives and in the 
world around us.

High School principal visits 

alumni learning in Israel. Rabbi 
Shlomo Adelman, the menahel 
of HANC High School, visited 
with alumni learning in Israel. 
Rabbi Adelman met with each 
of the students in their seminar-
ies and yeshivot, as well as at the 
annual shanah aleph reunion, 
which was held this year in 
Soyo, an elegant restaurant in 
the heart of Yerushalayim. The 
reunion was an opportunity 
for the students to share divrei 
Torah, relive high-school mem-
ories, and reconnect with each 
other, all while enjoying a deli-
cious meal. Rabbi Yisrael Wein-
got, a beloved rebbe at HANC 
High School, joined Rabbi Adel-

HANC kindergarten at LICM Chag HaSiddur
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man on the yeshiva visits and provided 
special divrei chizuk at the reunion.

Upon returning from his trip, Rabbi 
Adelman proudly described the nachat 
that he received from the students. “It 
is so powerful to witness fi rsthand the 
incredible growth and development 

of our students and how beautifully it 
builds upon the solid foundation that 
they received at HANC. The hakarat 
ha’tov that each of the students has for 
their HANC education and experience 
was a recurring theme at every yeshiva 
and seminary that I visited.” 

Danish PM Weeps At Funeral 

Of Jewish Guard
Dan Uzan, the Jewish volunteer 

guard killed in a shooting outside 
Copenhagen’s central synagogue, was 
remembered at his funeral as one 
“who was always ready to do his part.”

“Everybody in our community 
knew Dan,” said Dan Rosenberg, head 
of the Danish Jewish community, 

on Wednesday at the Mosaiske Ves-
tre Jewish cemetery in Copenhagen. 
“He was always ready to do his part; 
he was a very fine example for the 
whole community.”

Danish Prime Minister Helle Thorn-
ing-Schmidt was among the hun-
dreds of mourners who attended the 
funeral, which was held under tight 
security, the French news agency AFP 
reported.

“The Jewish world embraces you at 
this difficult time,” Natan Sharansky, 
the Jewish Agency’s chairman, told 
Uzan’s family at the funeral.

Uzan, who had an Israeli father and 
a Danish mother, died early Sunday 
morning from injuries sustained in the 
attack on the Danish capital’s central 
synagogue in Krystalgade. He was 37.

Uzan was standing guard outside 
the synagogue at an event held at an 
adjacent building for approximately 
80 people who had gathered for a bat 
mitzvah. The attack occurred hours 
after a fatal shooting Saturday after-
noon at a free-speech event at a cul-
tural center featuring the Danish 

cartoonist Lars Vilks, who is under 
police protection because of his car-
toons caricaturing Muhammad.

In a shootout on Sunday, Danish 
police killed the gunman suspected 
in both attacks. (JTA) 

Visiting alumni in Israel

“The Jewish world embraces you 
at this diffi cult time.”
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taxpayers and the people who elect 
them to offi ce as our representatives.

It is said about democracy that it is 
the worst type of governmental process 
except for all the others in existence. 
As voters, we can conclude that on a 
national level we have done a pretty 
shabby job in a general sense.

Take the presidential situation, 
for example. In 2008, 78% of Jew-
ish voters cast their ballots for Barack 
Obama. He did a fairly awful job over-
all with the international apologies, the 
excuse-making for American exception-
alism, an assortment of signifi cant scan-
dals followed by stonewalling and cov-
er-ups, and making certain that there 
existed some daylight in the U.S.–Israel 
relationship.

So what did we, as a community, do 
about that? In 2012—the last presiden-
tial election—only 69% of us in the Jew-
ish community voted for Mr. Obama. 
Some expression of discontent that 
is, and what a way to express disap-
pointment with Mr. Obama’s arrogance 
and attempts to not just degrade ISIS 
but also the U.S.–Israel relationship. 
Chances are if Mr. Obama could run for 
a third term, he would still stunningly 
receive the majority of the U.S. Jewish 
vote.

As his administration begins to draw 
to a close, the Jewish community has to 
be prepared, more than ever, for parting 
shots and lasting dangers in which Mr. 
Obama may seek to leave Israel as he 
rides off into the Chicago sunset.

A perfect example of this unfortu-
nate scenario is the way in which the 
White House is handling the upcom-
ing plans of Prime Minister Net-
anyahu to address Congress on March 
3. Though it is an important address 
on a vital matter of interest in numer-
ous international capitals, President 
Obama and his supporters are taking 
it as a personal affront and are work-
ing overtime to prevail on members 
of Congress to boycott Mr. Netanya-
hu’s address.

Perhaps the Israelis should have 
changed their plans and worked 
around the congressional address so 
as not to play into the critics—espe-
cially in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus—who feel that Mr. Netanyahu, at 
Speaker Boehner’s request, is seeking 
to embarrass the president and expose 
his foreign-policy incompetence and 
doing so specifi cally because they dis-
respect him as the fi rst American pres-
ident who is black.

Frankly it seems absurd to have 
every challenge to this already chal-
lenged administration reduced to sug-
gestions of racial discrimination. Fox 
News commentator Charles Krau-
thammer has said repeatedly over 
the last few years that in the Obama 
White House, when it comes to a 
choice between being corrupt and 
being incompetent, he will go with 
incompetent at every turn. The sug-
gestions that these critical assess-
ments of the ineptness of the Obama 
administration are based on race are 
discriminatory in a reverse manner 
and a racial defense mechanism that 

hinders our country from dealing 
with vital security issues in a respon-
sible fashion.

As ISIS slashes their way through 
the Middle East, it is just a wrong-
headed distraction to repeatedly 
insist that Mr. Obama’s being more 
concerned about offering free com-
munity-college education or hav-
ing his mind buried in the next golf-
course sand-trap is about race.

In addition, as Iran continues its 
march toward the ability to pro-
duce and stockpile nuclear bombs 
that present an existential threat to 
Israel as well as numerous other Mid-
dle Eastern countries, it is just plain 
wrong to concern oneself about the 
optics of Israel’s leader addressing 
and warning Congress on the matter.

Now otherwise consistent supporters 
of Israel like Congressmen Charles Ran-
gel and Gregory Meeks are being coaxed 
into making certain they are not pres-
ent in their seats in Congress when Mr. 
Netanyahu is scheduled to deliver his 
address on the Iranian threat in partic-
ular and the terrorist threat in general. 
And they have made clear to supporters 
that they are doing this at the behest 
of the president and because they feel 
that Mr. Obama is being disrespected in 
a sense because he is this country’s fi rst 
African-American president.

Has this country ever had to deal 
with something so ridiculously 
absurd? If we want to take this absur-
dity to an even more, I’m sorry to say, 
idiotic level, perhaps we should be 
suggesting that the president would 
never have the audacity to ask import-

ant members of Congress to avoid the 
speech—including members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee like 
Mr. Meeks—if it were not Israel and a 
Jewish prime minister as the subject 
of all this distractive behavior.

At this juncture, as al-Qaeda and 
their offspring in ISIS continue to 
savagely butcher innocents by the 
dozens, how can we create a hubbub 
and distraction about the appearance 
before Congress of the leader of the 
greatest ally of the U.S. in the Mid-
dle East? It is both mindless and irre-
sponsible as well as a detriment to 
world order and everyone’s security.

The best statement on the subject 
was issued by Nassau County Demo-

FROM THE EDITOR
Continued from Front Cover

Gregory Meeks
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our homes, and we use umbrellas to 
protect ourselves from the rain. Why 
does it have to be this way? The adam 

gadol explained that this is the derech 

ha’olam, the way of the world.
Every b’rachah comes with chal-

lenges and even diffi culties. Parnas-

sah is a much-desired b’rachah, but it 
comes with “b’zei’as apecha,” tremen-
dous toil and exertion. One of the great-
est b’rachos in this world is childbirth, 
yet it comes with “tza’ar leidah,” pains 
of childbirth. This is the way HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu designed and created the 
world.

Similarly, often we fi nd that the 
k’lalah is in reality the very b’rachah 
itself. In Parashas Sh’mos, as Klal Yis-

rael begins the painful period of suf-
fering as slaves in Mitzrayim, the Torah 
describes their status as “ka’asher yanu-

cha, kein yifrotz,” which means, simply, 
that despite the oppression of slavery 
they still multiplied.

However, the Ramban in Sefer Bam-

idbar interprets this pasuk differ-
ently. The Ramban answers the ques-
tion that is asked by many mefarshim 
as to why Shevet Levi was signifi -
cantly smaller than all the other she-

vatim, especially in light of the fact 
that they were not enslaved like the 
others. He explains that it is precisely 
because they were not enslaved that 
they didn’t multiply like the others. 
And so the meaning of the pasuk is 
“ka’asher yanucha”—because they 
were enslaved, they multiplied, and 

Shevet Levi, which didn’t have the 
k’lalah of “ka’asher yanucha,” didn’t 
have the b’rachah of “kein yifrotz” that 
came with it. In the very k’lalah itself, 
the berachah is found.

With this in mind, Rav Yosef Salant, 
zt’l, in Sefer Be’er Yosef (Parashas 

Sh’mos) shares the following pene-
trating insight. (I am indebted to Rav 
Osher Liberman from Lakewood for 
enlightening me to this sefer and to 
my beloved nephew Tzvi Rudinsky for 
sharing his sefer with me.) He explains 
that in light of the aforementioned 
p’shat in the pasuk in Sh’mos, we can 
now understand a famous Chazal in 
Maseches Megillah (15a) a little differ-
ently.

The Gemara tells us that the wise 
advisers of Haman described Klal Yis-

rael to him. “This nation is compared to 
afar (dust) and also to kochavim (stars); 
when they fall, they fall as low as dust, 
and when they rise, they rise all the 
way to the stars.” The simple interpre-
tation of this Chazal is that when Klal 

cratic Congresswoman Kathleen Rice. 
“Thwarting Iran’s nuclear ambitions 
and ensuring Israel’s security should 
be something that unites both par-
ties in Congress. But the recent contro-
versy surrounding Prime Minister Net-
anyahu’s visit threatens to drag this 
issue down to the level of divisive par-
tisan politics. I refuse to contribute to 
that. Some people have urged me to 
sign a petition asking the prime min-
ister to delay his speech, or to sug-
gest that I won’t attend. I will not do 
either. I do agree that the invitation to 
the prime minister should have been 
arranged differently, but trading blame 
and pointing fi ngers will only further 
divide us. What’s done is done—the 
prime minister of our closest ally in 
the world is scheduled to address Con-
gress on March 3, and when he speaks, 
I will be there to listen,” said Ms. Rice. 
“I made a commitment to the people 

of our district not to engage in the par-
tisan politics that so often distract us 
from the real issues at hand and the 
real work to be done. That is what I 
will continue to do—especially when 
it comes to advocating for the security 
of the State of Israel and the safety of 
the Israeli people.”

This is the fi nest and most astute 
statement that has been issued by any-
one in Washington from the president 
downward. It is sensible and pragmatic, 
with the emotions harbored by Mr. 
Obama and others where they belong—
checked at the door.

Mr. Netanyahu does not need the 
address to Congress in order to advance 
his electability in the upcoming Israeli 
elections. Israel’s parliamentary sys-
tem is only partially about who gets 
the most votes. Every indicator points 
to Mr. Netanyahu being the only person 
at this point who will be able to assem-
ble a ruling coalition after the March 17 
elections.

It is patronizing and even conde-
scending to suggest that the congressio-
nal appearance by Mr. Netanyahu is a 
piece of campaign trickery. The Iranian 
threat is one that is a clear and present 
danger to Israel. Unfortunately, a presi-
dent who sees himself as nothing more 
than a big-city mayor with the responsi-
bility to keep crime statistics to a mini-
mum just does not get it.

As far as we are concerned here, it is 
important to note that Kathleen Rice 
gets it. Greg Meeks does not. 

Comments for Larry Gordon are welcome at 

editor@5tjt.com.

Kathleen Rice

B’RACHAH AND K’LALAH
Continued from Front Cover

Continued on Page 101



100 February 20, 2015          5 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES



1015 TOWNS JEWISH TIMES          February 20, 2015

Yisrael are on top, they rise up to the 
stars, where the sky is the limit, and 
when they chas v’shalom fall, they fall 
to the lowest depths possible, tram-
pled upon like dust by the rest of the 
world. However, says the Be’er Yosef, 
in light of the above understanding of 
the pasuk of “ka’asher yanucha, kein 

yifrotz”—the correlation between b’ra-

chah and k’lalah—we discover a differ-
ent interpretation of this Chazal.

Klal Yisrael is compared to both afar 
and kochavim simultaneously, such 
that even when they are in a down-
ward spiral, trampled upon like afar, 
they are still in the realm of kochavim. 
One can even possibly say that the 
very reason they are like dust gives 
them the ability to be like the stars.

Even the greatest navi of all needed 
to be taught this important lesson. At 
the end of Parashas Sh’mos, Moshe 
painfully asked HaKadosh Baruch Hu: 
“Lamah hareisa la’am ha’zeh,” why 
are you causing such hardship to this 
nation? And Hashem simply responds, 
“Ani Ad-noy.”

The Daas Sofer (Rav Akiva Sofer) 
offers an important explanation of 
this dialogue between Moshe and the 
Ribbono shel Olam. He explains that 
the name Ad-noy represents Rachamim 
(compassion) and “Elokim” represents 
Din (strict judgment). With the words 
“Ani Ad-noy,” Hashem is explaining to 
Moshe that even when it appears He 
is acting with strict “Din,” it is always 
with Rachamim. Everything I do, 
Hashem said, is only for Klal Yisrael. 
Din is really Rachamim and k’lalah is 
really b’rachah.

Chazal explain how this works. By 
increasing the workload of Klal Yisrael, 
Hashem was able to reduce, almost by 
half, the 400 years that Hashem told 
Avraham that Bnei Yisrael would be 
enslaved in Mitzrayim.

Moshe, with all his greatness and 
deep understanding of Hashem’s ways, 
saw Din, but in reality it was the ulti-
mate Rachamim.

How often in our lives do we per-
ceive events or situations as complete 
k’lalah and Din while in retrospect it 
may be pure b’rachah and the greatest 
level of Rachamim?

The Chasam Sofer, zt’l, also saw this 
interface of b’rachah and k’lalah in the 
Torah’s description of the emotional 
reunion between Yosef and Binyamin. 
Chazal explained that each one cried 
upon the shoulder of his brother upon 
seeing with ruach ha’kodesh that there 
will be churban in each other’s portion 
in future generations.

However, Chazal say that this 
reunion took place on Shabbos; so 
how could they cry in grief over their 
respective impending churban, when 
it is not permitted on Shabbos? The 
Chasam Sofer answers that, yes, they 
were shedding tears, but they were 
tears of joy. How can visions of chur-

ban bring joy? The Chasam Sofer 
explains that they realized that even 
after such colossal, horrifi c churban, 
Klal Yisrael would endure. They would 
build yeshivos, communities, and fam-
ilies, and our people would not only 
survive, but thrive. That brought a fl ow 
of tears of joy.

At that highly emotional and poi-
gnant reunion, they saw the b’rachah 
in the k’lalah.

The Stoliner Rebbe, zt’l, went 
through a diffi cult period of darkness 
following a pogrom that took place 
right after Sukkos. To strengthen him-
self, he took out his Chanukah meno-

rah and placed it on the table where 
he could see it. The knowledge that in 
a few weeks his home would be fi lled 
with the light of the menorah gave him 
the clarity to see through the darkness 
of the days fi lled with fear and loss. He 
saw the light of b’rachah amidst the 
darkness of k’lalah.

Rav Noach Isaac Oelbaum, in a recent 
hashkafah shiur to his kehillah, shared 
a phenomenal insight from the sefer 
of Rav Yaakov Galinsky, zt’l. He tells a 
story of a seemingly distinguished Yid 
who came to the town where the illus-
trious rav was the Tosfos Yom Tov. He 
introduced himself as a meshulach, a 
collector on behalf of the yeshiva of 
the Bach, as the gadol ha’dor, Rav Yoel 
Sirkis, was known.

The Tosfos Yom Tov warmly greeted 
his guest and said, “For the help of the 
yeshiva of the great gaon, the Bach, I 
can’t just sit by; I will go with you and 
help you collect the funds.” Together 
they walked through the streets and 
marketplaces of the city, and upon see-
ing the rav himself escorting the col-
lector, people gave signifi cant dona-
tions.

After an exhausting but very suc-
cessful day, the rav invited his guest to 
come to his home for a hot drink. They 
climbed the stairs to the rav’s home, 
shared a hot drink, and the guest pre-
pared to be on his way. The rav walked 
him to the door and he extended 
honor to the rav by letting him exit 
the door fi rst.

As soon as the Tosfos Yom Tov exited 
his home, he quickly slammed the 
door shut and bolted it from the out-
side, leaving his guest locked inside 
the house. The guest began to bang on 
the door and scream to be let out of the 
locked home. The rav just ignored him. 
Meanwhile a crowd began to gather 
around, watching this strange scene 
of the Tosfos Yom Tov standing on the 
steps outside his home and someone 
inside screaming to be let out.

At the rav’s request, the people 
began to question the guest through 
the locked door about his identity 
and what he was really collecting 
for. Finally he admitted that he was a 
“mumar” and had sold his soul to the 
devil and joined a group of mission-
aries trying to turn people away from 
Yiddishkeit, and he was collecting 
money for them. They asked why he 
claimed that he was collecting for the 
Bach, of all people, and he explained 
that he intended it for his newfound 
religion—with the same two letters 
“beis” and “ches,” which stand for “b’ris 

chadashah.” The people responded 
by confi scating all the funds he had 
taken, and they sent him on his way 
amid great degradation and embarrass-
ment.

The story quickly spread through-
out the city and those close to the Tos-
fos Yom Tov asked him how he knew 
he was a fraud. They asked, “Rebbe, 

B’RACHAH AND K’LALAH
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do you have ruach ha’kodesh?” The 
rav responded, “Not even the smallest 
amount, but I was troubled that when 
we went collecting for the Bach’s 
yeshiva it was too easy, and people 
responded more generously than ever 
before. And I wondered, where is the 
Sattan and why isn’t he being mekat-

reig like he always does for every davar 

kedushah? It was then I realized that if 
it is indeed so easy, it must be for the 
‘Sitra Acher,’ a different force of tumah, 
and I knew that I had to force him into 
admitting who he really is and who he 
really is representing.”

What an amazing lesson and limud 
for us from the Tosfos Yom Tov. Nor-
mally when things are easy and go 
smoothly, we look at it as a b’rachah, 
and when diffi cult and full of strug-
gles, it’s a k’lalah. We learn from him 
that just the opposite is true. When 
things don’t go well and there are 
many struggles, that is the way of b’ra-

chah, it is the way of verifying that it 
is the derech of kedushah and of Torah, 
while when things go to easy, it may 
very well be the Sitra Acher.

We all want only b’rachos in our 
lives, but we have to be always cog-
nizant as to what constitutes b’ra-

chah and k’lalah. At times, it may be 
extremely diffi cult to decipher, but we 
need to do so regardless. In that z’chus, 
may HaKadosh Baruch Hu shower us, 
our families, and all of Klal Yisrael 
with a life fi lled with pure and com-
plete b’rachah. 

B’RACHAH AND K’LALAH
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Advice But Not Consent
Dear Editor,

In last week’s fl attering article about 
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction 
Group, LLC, and the upcoming Nas-
sau County fi ling deadline, it may have 
been implied that I somehow directly 
infl uence county tax policy. While I 
was one of the professional members of 
the County’s Assessment Reform Team 
(ART), I do not and cannot formulate 
county tax policy. That is clearly a func-
tion for our elected offi cials.

I am, however, proud of my track 
record as a member of ART in helping to 
cultivate a more taxpayer-friendly envi-
ronment with open access for review to 
Nassau County’s overtaxed homeown-
ers. Likewise, I am proud of coauthor-
ing the ART report with my colleague 
Mark Miller, Esq., that recommended 
adopting a “Taxpayer Bill of Rights.” 
Beyond our initiating the original con-
cept, our colleagues in the property-tax 
reduction fi eld participated in contrib-
uting content.

Ultimately, as a result of these efforts, 
I am proud to say the Mangano admin-
istration and the county enthusias-
tically embraced and adopted a Nas-
sau County Taxpayer Bill of Rights. No 

homeowner likes to pay property taxes, 
which is why my fi rm and dedicated 
team of over 25 years remain vigilant in 
providing my clients with premier rep-
resentation and customer-friendly edu-
cation and service.

Sincerely,

Shalom Maidenbaum

The Vaccination Debate
Dear Editor,

The February 13 edition contains an 
article “Anti-Vaxxers and Halachah” by 
Rabbi Yair Hoffman, regarding the cur-
rent controversy over the recent mea-
sles outbreak and parents who refuse to 
vaccinate their children.

In June 2005, noted environmental 
attorney Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (son of 
the slain former senator) published 
an article in Rolling Stone magazine 
entitled “Deadly Immunity,” regard-
ing the link between vaccinations 
and autism. The article can be found 
by following the links in the refer-
ences section of the Wikipedia article 
on Robert F. Kennedy Jr. I urge every-
one, with an open mind, to read the 
article. Kennedy himself has admit-
ted that there were factual errors in 
his original article, and the archived 

article contains those corrections and 
explanations.

I have no “skin in the game” over the 
vaccination controversy: all of my chil-
dren (seven) are adults now (between 
the ages of 25 and 38), and all of them 
were vaccinated. Although I am an 
attorney, I don’t handle med-mal law-
suits and I have no fi nancial or personal 
interest in the present dispute over 
whether tainted vaccines cause autism.

I am neither a scientist nor a doctor. 
It’s understood that measles can lead 
to serious complications: birth defects 
(if pregnant women get the disease); 
encephalitis; and even death. Yet autism 
is also a serious condition. Despite the 
publicity over high-functioning autis-
tics such as Dr. Temple Grandin and the 
“idiot savant” portrayed by Dustin Hoff-
man in Rain Man, the sad reality is that 
most autistics cannot and do not lead a 
normal life, and wind up in institutions.

One tragedy versus another trag-
edy: how does one choose here? The 
anti-vaxxers are not just a bunch of 
hysterical nutty radicals: they are con-
cerned parents who are frightened 
about the possible vaccine–autism link 
and who are not convinced that the link 
has been discredited.

Let’s face it: people don’t trust the 
government, and they don’t trust the 
pharmaceutical companies. There 
needs to be more solid scientifi c data 
out there, from studies not funded by 
plaintiffs’ attorneys out to make money 
from lawsuits (as the study in the 1998 
Lancet article was alleged to be), or by 
the big drugmakers anxious to protect 
themselves from such lawsuits. Until 

letters to
THE EDITOR
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then, parents who choose not to vacci-
nate (understanding the risks and dan-
gers of measles infection) may be acting 
in the best interests of protecting their 
children from autism, an incurable life-
long condition.

Sincerely,

Judy Resnick

Rabbi Hoffman Responds

By an overwhelming consensus, pedi-
atricians, neurologists, and autism 
researchers disagree. They understand 
vaccines, as they are administered now, 
to be vital. It is a fundamental lack of 
hakaras ha’tov to be suspicious of a 
group of people that have saved so 
many lives. So many diseases have been 
wiped out or severely limited, and I 
strongly believe that the wholesale dis-
missal of the established medical view 
is a negation of hakaras ha’tov, which is 
a foundation of Yiddishkeit.

In the 17 years since the issue was fi rst 
raised, there have been numerous stud-
ies published in reputable publications 
that show that there is no causal rela-
tionship between autism and vaccines.

For some people it still won’t matter, 
unfortunately.

There are various factors that con-
tribute to the mindset of people in 
the anti-vaccination movement, just as 
these factors contribute to the mind-
set of people in the anti-seatbelt move-
ment. When dealing with the anti-seat-
belt people you can show them studies 
from here to tomorrow, and nothing 
you can do can change their minds. 
They are entrenched in their thinking.

There are also believers in shark-car-

tilage cures for cancer who spend tens 
of thousands of dollars on useless and 
expensive treatments.

Thankfully, the CDC and the govern-
ment have ignored these views and 
have helped eliminate some terrible 
diseases through these vaccination pro-
grams.

Edward Jenner, the pioneer of the 
smallpox vaccine, was called mi-chas-

sidei umos ha’olam by the leading rab-
bis of the 19th century—for good rea-
son. The immunologists and doctors 
who are on the frontlines preventing 
disease should be looked at as heroes—
they have collectively saved millions of 
lives. Painting them as villains is, in this 
author’s opinion, a tragic and terrible 
lack of hakaras ha’tov. There are older 
people alive who lived through polio 
and its horrifi c devastation. The cava-
lier dismissal of the Salk and Sabin vac-
cines that some anti-vaxxers are prone 

to do is actually a matter that is painful 
to those that lived through it.

The chart above represents the bene-
fi ts of vaccines.

See the full version of this response 
at 5TJT.com for an extensive list of 
research articles that debunk any pur-
ported association between autism and 
vaccines.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Yair Hoffman

A Case Against Bibi
Dear Editor,

Re: your article regarding the upcom-
ing elections in Eretz Yisrael (“If Labor 
Wins,” February 13). There is no real dif-
ference in my opinion between Net-
anyahu and Hertzog. Netanyahu has 
stated on a number of occasions his 
approval of a future Palestinian state. 
As far as I can remember, he never said 
no to any kind of division of Yerusha-

layim. It is already somewhat divided. 
Har HaBayit is basically not in our con-
trol and the Arabs basically run day-to-
day operations in east Jerusalem. Net-
anyahu actually surprised the chareidim 
when he fell for Lapid whose platform 
was so anti-chareidi—whether or not 
you believe in chareidim learning in kol-

lel or going to the army is not the issue 
right now. The gezeiros that he made—
fi nancial burdens against kollel families 
and kollelim in general—will not be for-
gotten. Netanyahu must pay through 
election for what he supported. It is my 
hope he loses big time. True, there will 
be no picnic with Hertzog. But we had 
left-wing governments before and who 
gave away the most land? Who gave 
away Gush Katif? What is Gush Katif 
today? Shame on Netanyahu. He was a 
big disappointment.

Sincerely,

Ian Shleif

Annual deaths
(all ages) if no
immunization

Prevented Occurring % prevented

Smallpox 5.0 million 5.0 million – 100

Diphtheria 260,000 223,000 37,000 86

Whooping cough 990,000 630,000 360,000 64

Measles 2.7 million 1.6 million 1.1 million 60

Neonatal tetanus 1.2 million 0.7 million 0.5 million 58

Hepatitis B 1.2 million 0.4 million 0.8 million 33

Tuberculosis 3.2 million 0.2 million 3.0 million 6

Polio (cases of lifelong paralysis)  640,000 550,000 90,000 86

Malaria/other parasitic infections 2.2 million – 2.2 million 0

HIV/sexually transmitted diseases  1.3 million – 1.3 million 0

Diarrhea/enteric fevers 3.0 million – 3.0 million 0

Acute respiratory infections 3.7 million – 3.7 million 0
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Welcome, Mr. President
B Y  D A V I D  W I L D E R

Monday, February 2, 2015, was a great 
day in Hebron.

The fi rst element of this special day 
was the rededication of the Hebron Her-
itage Museum and the premiere screen-
ing of our new movie called Embracing 

Eternity.
The museum was founded by Hebron 

resident Shmuel Mushnik about 25 
years ago. Working singlehandedly, he 
arranged stunning exhibits, using pho-
tographs as well as his own artwork, 
to show visitors the glorious history of 
this holy city. Glorious, and also sad. 
One of the rooms depicts the 1929 riots 

and massacre, which subsequently led 
to the expulsion of the surviving Jews, 
the fi rst time in almost 1,000 years that 
Jews did not reside in Hebron. At a min-
imum, tens of thousands of people of 
all religions visited and learned about 
Hebron over the years at the museum.

Recently, it was decided to upgrade 
the exhibits, utilizing modern tech-
nology to better bring Hebron to the 
masses. The work on this project is still 
continuing. The museum is dedicated 
to the memory of Mr. Herschel Fink, a 
longtime Hebron supporter. The proj-
ect is headed up by Hebron’s own Rabbi 
Hillel Horowitz, a close friend of the 
Fink family.

President Rivlin with Noam Arnon and Rabbi Hillel Horowitz at Me’arat HaMachpelah

President Rivlin with Noam Arnon and General Uzi Dayan at Hebron Heritage Museum

President Rivlin with Rabbi Hillel Horowitz during dedication ceremony next to Beit Hadassah
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Last week, the new film, Embrac-

ing Eternity, was screened for the 
first time. This production is profes-
sionalism at its best. The story takes 
the viewer through a virtual time-tun-
nel, allowing people to actually relive 
major events in Hebron’s 4,000-year 
history. Presently in Hebrew, the film 
will soon be shown also in English, 
and eventually in other languages too.

The other major happening in 
Hebron was the visit of Israeli Pres-
ident Reuven Rivlin. Rivlin is no 
stranger to Hebron. He has visited 
numerous times. His connection to 
the City of the Patriarchs began many 
decades ago, when his grandparents 
lived in the city. President Rivlin is 
a Rivlin from both his father’s and 
mother’s sides of the family. His 
mother’s family was Chabad with 
associations as far back as students of 
the Ba’al Shem Tov. His father’s side 
was associated with the Vilna Gaon, 
and many of his ancestors lived in 
Hebron.

So, when Rivlin said, “Today I ven-
tured on a journey of roots, and that 
didn’t encompass flying to eastern 
Europe, rather a much easier route, 
that being an hour’s drive to Hebron,” 
he wasn’t exaggerating.

The president visited Kiryat Arba, 
Me’arat HaMachpelah, the newly ded-
icated museum, and then spoke beau-
tifully at the outdoor ceremony. He 
is the first president to visit Hebron 
since Ezer Weizmann’s arrival in 
1998, paying a condolence call to the 
Ra’anan family following the murder 
of Rabbi Shlomo Ra’anan, Hy’d.

Rivlin was among the first Israeli 
soldiers to reach Hebron when liber-
ated in the 1967 Six Day War. I asked 
him how it felt to be back, now as 
president. On film, he spoke about 
his family’s connection to the city. 
Later, with the camera off, he said, 
with genuine modesty, that this visit 
to Hebron was no different from any 
of his other visits here.

In reply, I told him that perhaps for 
him it wasn’t any different. But for 
us, having the honor to host the pres-

ident of the State of Israel, it was dif-
ferent.

It really was an honor and a plea-
sure. True, we don’t necessarily agree 
with everything he says and does, but 

so it is with any public figure. What 
cannot be debated is that President 
Reuven Rivlin is an authentic lover 
of Am Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael, and a 
strong supporter of Hebron. 

What cannot 
be debated is 
that President 
Reuven Rivlin 

is a strong 
supporter of 

Hebron.

President Rivlin with Hebron police 

commander Barak Arusi

And you shall make a Menorah . . . its shaft, and its 
branches, its goblets, its bulbs, and its flowers . . . 

(Sh’mos 25:31)

The height of the Menorah was eighteen handbreadths. Three handbreadths for the 
base and the flower upon it; two handbreadths of unadorned stem; one handbreadth 
for cup, bulb and flower; again two handbreadths of unadorned stem; one 
handbreadth for a bulb out of which two branches come forth, one on each side, 
extending and rising to the same height as the Menorah; one handbreadth plain; one 
handbreadth for a bulb out of which two branches come forth, one on each side, 
extending and rising to the same height as the Menorah; one handbreadth plain; one 
handbreadth for a bulb out of which two branches come forth, one on each side, 
extending and rising to the same height as the Menorah; and then two handbreadths 
plain. There now remained three handbreadths, in which space were three cups, a 
bulb and a flower (in each of the seven branches).

The cups were like Alexandrian goblets (wide at the top and tapered down towards 
the base); the bulbs like Cretan apples; and the flowers like the blossoms around 
the capitals of columns. It will be found, therefore, that there were twenty-two cups, 
eleven bulbs, and nine flowers.
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VEGETABLE
ROLL  

$399
EA

PEPPER
TUNA ROLL

$499
EA

ALASKA
ROLL

$499
EA

RAINBOW 
ROLL 

CALIFORNIA ROLL TOPPED
W/ ASSORTED FISH

$950
EA

GODZILLA 
ROLL

SPICY TUNA, SALMON, KANI W/ AVOCADO 
MANGO DEEP FRIED

$950
EA

Valid Through 2/22/2015 TO 2/27/2015 

GET MORE. PAY LESS

PRODUCE

SPECIALS

SEAFOOD APPY COUNTER

BAKERY

th
e

under one roof

ERY

DOLE CLASSIC 
ICEBERG OR 

COLESLAW MIX

2/$3

JUICY LARGE

LEMONS

10/$299

FRESH TENDER
ASPARAGUS
$199

LB

SNOW WHITE
MUSHROOMS

WHOLE OR SLICED 8 OZ

2/$250

LA ROUJE
SWEET RED 

PEPPERS

$129
LB

SWEET RIPE
STRAWBERRIES

2/$4
PREMIUM

IDAHO
POTATOES

#5 LBS

$199

SWEET
BABY PEELED

CARROTS
16 OZ

99¢

U.S. #1 SWEET

YAMS
69¢LB

YELLOW

ONIONS
#2 LBS

89¢

GOLDEN RIPE
BANANAS

49¢

CALIFORNIA
NAVEL 

ORANGES
113 CT

20/$399

STAR RUBY
GRAPEFRUITS

48 CT

10/$399

HASS
AVOCADOES

2/$250

WASHINGTON
EXTRA FANCY

RED DELICIOUS
APPLES

100 CT

79¢LB

ORGANIC
CAULIFLOWER

$299
EA

THIN VEAL 
CUTLETS

$1599
LB

WHOLE OR QUARTERED 
CHICKEN 
BROILERS 

$199
LB

KOSHER STYLE 
T-BONE 

VEAL CHOP 
$1099

LB

SQUARE 
CUT ROAST

$799
LB

BONELESS 
SPARE RIBS

$999
LB

FAMILY PACK
CHICKEN

WINGS
$119

LB

FIRST CUT
FLANKEN
$1199

LB

CHICKEN
WELLINGTON 

$799
EA

TOMATO BASIL 
SOUP

$599
QT

CRISPY
ONIONS

$299
PACK

ANGEL HAIR
PASTA

$549
LB

AARON’S
TURKEY BREAST

$999
LB

CANDY SPECIALS

FILLETED TO ORDER

WHOLE BABY 
SALMON 
$599 

LB

FILLETED TO ORDER

WHOLE
BROOK TROUT  

$699 
LB

FAMILY PACK
3 LBS OR HIGHER

COSTA RICAN 
TILAPIA

$699 
LB

BREADED BEER 
BATTERED 
POLLOCK
$599

LB
 

BREADED
SALMON 

CROQUETTES 

$599
LB

ASSORTED
MANDEL
BREAD

$499
EA

KINERET

MINI POTATO 
LATKES

30 OZ BAG

$299

TAAMTI

CIGARS, 
KIBBEH, 
FALAFEL 

14.4 OZ PKG

$399

UNGER’S

GEFILTE
FISH 

22 OZ LOAF REGULAR OR NO 
SUGAR

2/$10

PASKESZ

SANDWICH 
COOKIES

16 OZ PKG VANILLA –
CHOCOLATE – DUPLEX

2/$5

POWERADE

DRINKS
32 OZ BTL ASST

69¢
LIEBER’S

SNACKERS
11.3 OZ PKG SALTED

OR UNSALTED 

$199

BAMBA

PEANUT 
SNACKS

5.6 OZ PKG FAMILY PACK 8 PACK

$399

GLICKS

CHICKPEAS 
16 OZ CANS

99¢
YEHUDA

GEFILTE 
FISH 

24 OZ JAR ORIGINAL OR SWEET

$299

KLEENEX

FACIAL 
TISSUE

160 CT BOX

3/$5
BOUNTY

PAPER 
TOWELS

15 ROLL PKG

$1299

HADDAR

PRETZEL 
RODS
27 OZ CONT

$299

AMNON’S

ORIGINAL 
SLICES PIZZA

36 OZ PKG

$699

ACHLA
HUMMUS, TAHINI, 
AND MATBUCHA

8.8 OZ CONT

89¢

CHICKEN OF THE SEA
SOLID WHITE 

TUNA
5 OZ CAN IN WATER OR OIL

99¢
WESSON

OIL
CORN – VEGETABLE – CANOLA

GALLON

$599

ALL SALES VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY

SUPER A

STEAM 
MAGIC 

VEGETABLE 
12 OZ BAGS 

99¢

CAVENDISH

POTATOES
32 OZ BAGS HASH BROWNS – 

TATERS – REGULAR –
CRINKLE CUT

$199

BIRDSEYE

VEGETABLES
1 LB BAG GREEN BEANS –

PEAS – CORN – MIXED

4/$5

COFFEE FLAVOR OF THE WEEK

CAPPUCCINO
FUDGE

HAOLAM
WHITE

AMERICAN
CHEESE

$200
1/4LB

LINGUINE AND 
BROCCOLI IN 

GARLIC SAUCE 
PREPACKAGED

$799

MASHED 
POTATO 

PREPACKAGED

$599

WOW! FULL LINE OF BEIT YOSEF MEATS
AVAILABLE

FULL LINE OF NATURAL &
ORGANIC BEEF AVAILABLE

FULL LINE OF PREPACKAGED SHOR
HABOR LUBAVITCH AVAILABLE

 COKE, SPRITE, 
FRESCA, 

DR PEPPER 
2 LITER BTLS REGULAR OR DIET

4/$5

 COKE –
DIET COKE – 

SPRITE –
DR PEPPER

8 PACK 96 OZ PKG REGULAR OR DIET

2/$9

 PEPSI –
MOUNTAIN DEW – 

SIERRA MIST – 
MUG 

2 LITER BTL REGULAR OR DIET

4/$5

SUPER A

GRANULATED 
SUGAR 

4 LB BAG

$169

SILVER PALATE

MARINARA
SAUCE

25 OZ ASST

2/$5

GEFEN

CHOCOLATE
CHIPS

10 OZ BAG

3/$5

NESTLE

RICH MILK 
HOT COCOA 

4.27 OZ PKG

69¢

POST
HONEYCOMB,

FRUITY OR COCOA 
PEBBLES 
15 TO 16 OZ PKG

$299

ENTENMANN’S

LITTLE BITES
8.25 TO 9.75 OZ PKG ASST

$199

APPLE & EVE

JUICE & 
DRINKS

8 PACK 54 OZ PKG APPLE – 
BERRY – KIWI – ORANGE 

2/$5

NATURE’S OWN

APPLE
JUICE

64 OZ BTL

3/$5

GENERAL MILLS

TRIX OR 
GOLDEN 

GRAHAMS
10.7 TO 12 OZ PKG

2/$5

ENTENMANN’S

DONUTS
15 TO 19 OZ PKG ASST

2/$6

RONZONI

PASTA
1 LB PKG ZITI – SPAGHETTI – 

ELBOWS – ROTINI

5/$5

GLICKS

FLOUR
5 LB BAG ALL PURPOSE OR

HIGH GLUTEN

2/$5

SUPER A

ICE CREAM
36 OZ PKG VANILLA – CHOCOLATE

OR VANILLA ORANGE CUPS 

$349

NESTLE

DRUMSTICKS 4 
CT OR PUSH UP 

POPS 9 CT 

$349

LAND O LAKES

WHIPPED 
BUTTER

8 OZ CONT SALT OR SWEET 

$169

SABRA

GUACAMOLE
8 OZ CONT CLASSIC OR SPICY 

2/$5
LA YOGURT

YOGURTS
6 OZ CONT

2/99¢

EMPIRE KOSHER
TURKEY OR 

CHICKEN 
FRANKS

1 LB PKG

2/$5

EMPIRE KOSHER
OVEN OR WHITE 

TURKEY
SLICES 

8 OZ CONT

$399

SPRING VALLEY
FRANKS ‘N’ 

BLANKETS, EGG 
ROLLS OR POTATO 

PUFFS 
28 TO 32 OZ PKG

$999
NOAM

PIZZA 
SQUARES

4 PACK

$599

UNGER’S

DEEP DISH
PIE SHELLS 

2 PACK

$399

FRIENDSHIP

COTTAGE 
CHEESE
16 OZ CONT ASST

2/$5

SUPER A

CREAM
CHEESE BARS

8 OZ PKG  REGULAR 
OR 1/3 LESS FAT

2/$3

TROPICANA

ORANGE OR 
GRAPEFRUIT 

JUICE
59 OZ CONT ASST

$299

TROPICANA

LEMONADE
59 OZ CONT

2/$5

LOLLIPOPS
8 OZ PKG

2/$249
GUMMY RINGS

8 OZ PKG 

$229

SUNDAY ONLY
FAMILY PACK

RIB STEAK
$999

LB
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Valid Through 2/17/2013-2/22/2013 

GET MORE. PAY LESS

Adar Madness!
For meals with mazel,

count on fresh fish from Brach’s! 
Fresh fish cooked to order just

$1 per lb. Featuring flounder rolled 
with spicy salmon - lemon pepper  

tilapia - spicy tuna stuffed tuna
- salmon teryaki -marinated fresh 
fillets in corn flakes crumbs and 

more...  

your purim hq!
Do-it-Yourself  or Allow Us!

Beautiful themed shaloch manos 
for all tastes and budgets. Our 

famous selection of  bags, baskets, 
goodies and treats. There’s still 
time to place bulk lot orders for 

your favorites! See our special all 
Purim Circular with savings you 

can count on.

PASKESZ
NUTTY
CHEWS

5.5 OZ BOX

2/$5

MIKE & IKE
ZOURS

.78 OZ

6/$1

KEDEM
MINI

SPARKLING
GRAPE JUICE

6.3 OZ BTL

$189

SIMON 
FISCHER
PRUNE
BUTTER

17 OZ JAR

$299

SIMON 
FISCHER

APRICOT
BUTTER

10.5 OZ JAR

$169

JOLLY 
RANCHERS
TWO SOME 

CHEWS
1.8 OZ

89¢

LIEBERS
LOLLY 

FIZ
.05 OZ

6/$1

 ALLEGRO
COOKIES

ECLAIR, HAZELNUT, 
CHOCOLATE CREAM

7 OZ PKG

2/$5

WISE
SNACKS

ASST 1 OZ BAGS

6/$1
PASKESZ
SOUR 

STICKS
ASST 1.75OZ PKG

69¢
PASKESZ
MINT 

ROUNDS
6OZ PKG

$199

DOUBLE 
BUBBLE

CRY BABY
.8 OZ

5/$1

PRESIDOR
MINI 

WAFER 
ROLLS
1.25 OZ BOX

69¢

PASKESZ
NOSHKES

1.05 OZ

4/$1
DUBBLE 
BUBBLE

FIZZERS
1.7 OZ

99¢

KIDSMANIA
QUICK 
BLAST

2.05 OZ

99¢

MINI
SOUR 
BELT

STRAWBERRY, 
BLUEBERRY, APPLE

& MIXED

5/$1

LIEBER’S
MARSHMALLOW

TWISTS
5/7 OZ PKG

3/99¢

EMZEE
WAFERS

28.8 OZ

$299

DOUBLE 
BUBBLE

PAINTERZ
.95 OZ PKG

5/$1

JORAY
FRUIT 

LEATHER
ASST 1 OZ PKG

3/99¢

OSEM
BISSILI

BBQ, FALAFEL, PIZZA
14.8 OZ BAG MULTI 

PACK

$599

TIROSH
BISCUITS

6.1 OZ PKG

2/$3

DOUBLE
BUBBLE

BIG
SLUGGER

.42 OZ

99¢

SNACK 
DELIGHT

MARSHMALLOW 
TREATS
6.2 OZ PKG

$299

SKITTLES
CANDY

1.35 OZ

2/99¢

JOYVA
JELL 

RINGS
3 PACK, 1.35 DZ PKG

89¢
LAFFY 
TAFFY
ASST 145 CT TUB

$899

RAZZLES 
CANDY 
GUM

1.4 OZ

99¢

LAFFY TAFFY
ROPES

ASST 81 OZ PKG

5/$1
BOZ OF 24 $4.69

SWIZZELS
DOUBLE 

DIP
.07 OZ

3/99¢

KIDSMANIA
FLASH 

POP 
RING

ASST COLORS

2/99¢

KIDSMANIA
GUM BALL
DIPENSER

1.41 OZ PKG

99¢

KEDEM
TEA

BICUITS
PLAIN, VANILLA, CAPPUCCINO OR 

CHOCOLATE; 4.2 OZ PKGS
EXCLUDING SUGAR FREE

2/89¢

KEDEM
SPARKLING
GRAPE JUICE

24.5 OZ BTL

$299

PASKESZ
FUN TIME 
DIPPERS

.42 OZ

10/$1

HERRS
SNACKS

1 OZ PKG

6/$1

PASKESZ
FRUIT CHEW, 

OR SOUR 
CHEWS

16 OZ

2/$5

GEFEN
SUGAR 

WAFERS
LEMON, CHOCOLATE,& 

VANILLA. 14.1 OZ

2/$3

DUM DUM
LOLLY 
POPS

10.4 OZ

$299

DOUBLE
BUBBLE

COTTON 
CANDY GUM

.8 OZ

5/$1
PRESIDOR
WAFER 
ROLLS
ASST 8.9 OZ PKG

2/$3

See our
Special Purim 

Aisle!

KIDSMANIA
RIBBIT 

POP

99¢

KEDEM
MINI 

GRAPE 
JUICE

6.3 OZ BTLS

89¢

MIKE & IKE OR 
FERRARA

CANDIES

6/$1 $3.99
24 CT CONT

Red Rageous
Berry Blast

Original Fruit
Cherry Head

Lemonhead
Applehead
Grapehead

Berry Lemonhead
Tropical Lemonhead

Happy Purim!

mix n’ match
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