
 

WOMEN OF FAITH PLATFORM 2020  

 

"Women, if the soul of the nation is to be saved, I believe that you 

must become its soul."- Coretta Scott King 
 
Women of faith will play a decisive role in determining the fate of American democracy. When 
women lead in a spirit of courage, we change the course of history. 
 
As women of faith, we are united in the universal values of family, dignity, justice and compassion 
that have instilled in us a vision of wholeness for all God’s children. Grounded in the teachings of 
our traditions, the lessons of history, and the wisdom of today’s prophetic women, we seek to 
kindle an ethic of community that allows life to flourish. 
 
We are inspired by the examples of women leading journeys to justice in all our sacred texts.  
When faithful midwives Shiphrah and Puah defied Pharaoh by refusing to kill baby Moses, it gave 
Jochebed a chance to hide her newborn son and place him in a basket in the Nile. His sister, a 
young Miriam, watched the basket faithfully until he was safely pulled from the waters by the 
daughter of a King. Pharaoh's daughter adopted and raised Moses as her own, allowing him to 
grow up and lead the liberation of his people. This act of rebellion, intentional by all five women, 
set the stage for the Exodus that we celebrate in the Torah, the Bible, and the Qur’an.  
 
When we search for leaders of radical courage, we look to Queen Esther, who saved her people 
from slaughter, and to the Hindu goddess Durga whose fierce protectiveness is rooted in love.  
 
When we look to support our communities, we look to the wisdom, intelligence and care exhibited 
by Queen Zubayda who supported the building of wells, roads and guest houses for pilgrims 
along routes to Mecca.  
 
When we reimagine a world of equality, we see it in the eyes of our Sikh sisters who are taught 
from birth that they are equal to men in every way. 
 
When we lift our voices, we echo the prophetic call and vision of Mary, whose magnificat 
announced a God who will throw tyrants off their thrones. 
 
In moments of crisis and darkness throughout American history, women have ignited the flames 
of justice. From Sojourner Truth to Lucretia Mott, from Fannie Lou Hamer to Pauli Murray, from 
Dolores Huerta to Sylvia Rivera, and Dorothy Day, women have led and will continue to lead our 
movements.  



 
In the spirit of their courage and commitment, women must rise now in bold pursuit of justice. 
 
We believe the 2020 election is an urgent referendum on the values that will shape our nation’s 
future. While many political issues pose complex questions of competing moral goods, this 
election poses a stark moral choice. White supremacy and bigotry are on the ballot.  
 
Our nation is on a morally destructive course. Mass incarceration, an opioid overdose epidemic, 
racist policing, and the COVID-19 pandemic take lives every day and shine new light on 
long-standing racial and socioeconomic discrimination against Black, Latinx and Native people. 
The current president incites violence against people exercising their rights to protest for Black 
lives, and agents of the state attack them with tear gas and tasers. Legal safeguards designed to 
protect women from sexual abuse and misogyny have been eroded. Violence against trans 
women is rampant, immigrant women living in sanctuary in houses of worship face constant 
harassment, access to the ballot is increasingly difficult, and women at the border are being 
stripped of their internationally protected rights as they seek asylum.  
 
Women are paid far less than our male counterparts. Patriarchal power structures limit the 
influence of women across institutions. We have the highest maternal and infant mortality rates in 
the industrialized world, our elected officials block Medicaid expansion and seek to dismantle the 
Affordable Care Act, and employers can choose to deny their employees coverage of 
contraception, while our legislators dare to ban abortion even in cases of rape and incest.  
 
As a nation we must cast off our long-ingrained traditions of bigotry, misogyny, and patriarchy. If 
the Union is to live up to the promises made at its inception, there is one choice: Women of faith 
must speak up and lead. When we do, our elected leaders will follow. 
 
To that end, we present the Women of Faith 2020 platform as a bold, unapologetic and 
uncompromising call to morality, equity, and justice for every woman, everywhere. We make 
space for and affirm all women, including those that are queer and trans. We offer this platform as 
a values-based blueprint to a more just, communal and healthy nation and world, starting with 
policies born of both consensus and conviction. However, we recognize it is not all-encompassing 
or absolute. 
 
We call on our elected leaders, at every level, to honor the principles and enact the policies 
articulated in this document. And as women of faith, we commit to voting with this vision in mind.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Issues 
 
 
Protecting the Dignity and Freedom of All Immigrants 
 
Our nation’s current policies toward immigrants, people seeking asylum, and refugees are cruel, 
hateful and inhumane. The current administration promises to continue racist policies that 
traumatize and tear apart immigrant families and will shatter our nation’s image as a place of 
welcome and opportunity.  
 
We affirm that no human being is illegal. Immigrants are our cherished neighbors. Breaking up 
families and sending immigrants, asylum seekers and refugees back to poverty, violence and 
likely death is evil. As women of faith, we are demanding human dignity for immigrant families by: 
 

● Advocating for full, just and humane immigration reform that provides a pathway to 
citizenship for undocumented immigrants, including Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) holders. 

● Defunding agencies that brutalize immigrants, such as ICE and Border Patrol. 
● Resuming and increasing the processing of asylum claims. 
● Returning refugee resettlement goals to Obama-era standards and increasing them. 
● Increasing government support for refugees and those living in sanctuary. 
● Suspending all deportations while backlogs in immigration courts remain. 
● Ending inhumane family separation policies, closing family detention centers, and 

advocating for alternatives to all immigration detention, and reforms to all immigration 
policies that divide and keep families apart. 

● Addressing root causes driving people to seek asylum and refuge in the United States: 
economic insecurity, violence and unjust trade policies.  

 
Defending LGBTQ Equality 
 
LGBTQ people are children of God who must be treated with equal dignity and equal protection. 
We strongly affirm that God sees the LGBTQ community as a radiant and divine reflection of 
absolute love, endowed with the same right to religious freedom. 
 
Since the 2016 election, historic policy advances toward full legal protections and equal dignity for 
our LGBTQ family have taken sharply regressive turns. As women of faith, we support legal 
protections from discrimination for all people. Federal protection against discrimination is needed 
now for our LGBTQ family, friends, and neighbors. From healthcare to military service, from 
workplaces to adoption agencies, special rights have been carved out to exclude and harm based 
on gender identity and sexual orientation. Religious freedom has been invoked to justify 
discrimination.  
 
The 2020 election must reverse the tide. We do not believe in using religion as a cover for 
discrimination against anyone. Moreoever, public opinion is firmly in support of legal protections 
against discrimination for LGBTQ people. We all have LGBTQ family, friends, and neighbors, and 
support federal, state and local legal protections from discrimination and inequality for our loved 
ones. As women of faith, we are demanding the prioritization of federal policies that uphold 
human dignity, fairness and freedom by: 

● Repealing every discriminatory federal executive order and rule change of the past three 
years. 



● Advocating for federal anti-discrimination protection, such as the Equality Act, which will 
extend full civil rights protections to all LGBTQ Americans.  

● Committing to nominating and confirming judges who uphold the constitutional principle 
that religious freedom protects us all, but prohibits any of us from harming others. 

 
Enacting Racial Justice 
 
God created us all equal, and the principles of equality and freedom outlined in our nation’s 
founding documents must be put into practice. 
  
Racism, omnipresent throughout American history, has become more overt and violent in recent 
years. From Breonna Taylor, Sandra Bland, and Atatiana Jefferson to George Floyd, Ahmed 
Aubrey, and Elijah McCain, we cannot and will not remain silent. We will never stop saying their 
names and their deaths will not be in vain. We know that this is not limited to Black Americans 
either, especially when we see how Asian Americans have been treated as scapegoats since the 
rise of the coronavirus, Latinx people have been referred to as rapists and murders, and Muslim 
communities have been deemed terrorists. Social media has helped reveal to the entire nation a 
truth always known in communities of color — there is endemic, systemic racism in law 
enforcement and the criminal justice system. The COVID-19 pandemic has thrown into sharp 
relief deep inequities in health care and economic security.  
 
Eradicating racism requires deeper work than a single election can accomplish. It is time for our 
nation to make a moral pivot toward the justice and equality so long denied to African-American, 
Latinx, Native, and Asian-American children of God. As women of faith, we are demanding that 
those in power support: 

● Health policies that specifically remedy our nation’s deep life-and-death racial inequality of 
care, from primary care access to maternal mortality, from insurance coverage to 
COVID-19 protection. 

● Raising the minimum wage to a robust living wage nationwide. 
● Policies that fundamentally reimagine our public safety institutions, reorienting us from 

punishment and incarceration to community and respect. Policies addressing racist 
injustice in policing and criminal justice at the state, local and federal levels must be deep 
and ambitious, not incremental and modest.  

● Comprehensive school curriculum reform that tells complete American history and 
reduces the harm of standardized testing. 

● Incentivizing the decolonization of museums and institutions by diversifying staff and 
centering narratives of marginalized communities. 

● Economic programs and incentives that further minority and women business and 
property ownership opportunities. 

 
Fighting for Climate Justice and Restoring the health of God’s Creation  
As women of faith, we believe that stopping the climate crisis is a moral responsibility for those 
who assume elected office in 2021. Fossil fuels and toxins pollute the air we breathe, the water 
we drink, and other life-sustaining natural resources. Black, Brown, and Native communities most 
often bear the brunt of pollution and because of that racial and environmental justice are 
inextricably linked.  
 



Many political leaders ignore or deny the overwhelming scientific evidence that human behavior is 
driving the climate crisis. We can’t afford denial, delay or indifference. We urge elected officials 
to: 
 

● Reinstate the over 60 environmental rules and regulations rolled back in the last three 
years. 

● Embrace policies such as the Green New Deal and the Blue New Deal, that will prioritize 
permanent environmental protections, sustainable energy development and create new 
opportunities for economic growth. 

● Invest in climate change mitigation for vulnerable communities, many of which are already 
being affected by rising sea levels, temperatures, and erratic weather patterns.  

 
 
Improving Health Care for all Women (Abundant Life + Agency) 
 
It is time for women of faith to bring from the shadows to the forefront conversations around 
sexual assault, domestic violence, obstetric violence, infertility, reproductive loss and reproductive 
justice. If a conversation can be had in the back halls of places of worship, they can and should 
be had in the sanctuaries.  
 
Every woman loves a person that has had to deal with one of these experiences and we know the 
tearful conversations that accompany them. We also know how the tears are wiped away and 
topics are swept under the rug before reentering the public sphere. From a young age we are 
taught that these are not conversations that should be examined in a broader context. 
 
The stigmatization of these topics allows patriarchy to flourish and white supremacy and 
paternalism to remain unchecked. It allows shame to seep in and steals from us meaningful 
opportunities to share our lived experiences, ask questions, and learn and grow in our faith.  
 
When we take control of our agency and we speak out it will certainly cause unrest, but after the 
unrest there will come the dismantling of power structures that seek to control and  
divide us.  
 
We must clearly state that conservative Christians in the late 1970s launched the pro-life 
movement as a way to align and build political power. Through a Religious Roundtable, the 
Christian right’s initial focus was halting school desegregation efforts. This table largely excluded 
women and people of color, yet they declared themselves the “moral majority” under a false 
banner of an exclusionary gospel. There is a lot more that unites us than divides us. Women of all 
theological backgrounds are tired of the hypocrisy of politicians who make abortion into a partisan 
wedge issue while failing to address how inequality, poverty and lack of health care have 
contributed to the abysmal state of reproductive care in the United States.  
 
The United States’ infant mortality rate ranks 33rd out of 36 among developed nations and our 
maternal mortality rate is the highest in the industrialized world. These numbers are far worse for 
Black women, who die at three times the rate of white women during and after pregnancy and 
childbirth. As women of faith, we are demanding policies such as the MOMNIBUS Act of 2020 
which invests in maternal healthcare, to address these discrepancies and make the United States 
a safer place for mothers and babies alike. 
 



When reimagining what improving women’s healthcare in our country looks like, we choose to 
follow the unfailing and consistent leadership of Black women, a group of whom coined the term 
and built a movement around “reproductive justice” in 1994. The tenets of this movement 
proclaim that every woman has: 
 

● The right to have a child 
● The right to not have a child 
● The right to parent a child in safe and healthy environments 

 
To accomplish these demands we believe that women deserve public policy that provides: 

● Access to convenient, high quality, and affordable health care for all women, including 
fertility treatments and counseling services. 

● Readily available access to affordable contraception. 
● Convenient access to high quality, affordable prenatal, pregnancy and postpartum care. 
● Reauthorization and expansion of the Violence Against Women Act to ensure 

comprehensive ptotection for victims of intimate partner abuse and domestic violence. 
● The restoration of Title X, which has long had bipartisan support and provides healthcare 

for low income individuals, has continually served minorities and removed some barriers 
of care for LGBTQ communities. 

● Compulsory and comprehensive, evidence based, reproductive health education for every 
student. 

 
While we envision a world where every positive pregnancy test is met with joy, we believe that 
criminalizing abortion can and will cost women their lives. Some of our sisters will face 
unimaginable situations. We trust women's moral agency on all reproductive decisions, that they, 
with wise medical and spiritual counsel, will make a decision that is best for their individual 
circumstance. 
 
Across the range of our personal beliefs, we know the time has come to reckon with the 
underlying forces causing individuals to seek an abortion care in the first place. Recent research 
shows that the share of women who live in poverty and seek abortions is higher now than it was 
20 years ago. Poverty and abortion are linked. Where we see the highest rates of poverty, we see 
the greatest demand for abortion. We must have conversations reflecting this reality and enact 
policies that address the root causes of poverty such as:  
 

● The pay gap- not only between men and women, but between white women and women 
of color. 

● Stagnant wages, record unemployment and economic stress.  
● The United States’ lack of national family leave policy and the rising costs of childcare. 
● Increasing lack of affordable housing options. 
● Pregnancy discrimination and loss of income. 
● The stigmatization of single mothers and the constant slashing of social service and 

educational programs meant to protect women and children  
 
We are for life - for an entire life; life where children have an opportunity to grow to adulthood full 
of joy and with equal access to opportunity. Life where nursing babies aren’t torn from their 
mothers’ arms at our southern border; life where property value doesn’t determine the quality of 



education a child receives; life where mothers who use drugs receive care, not incarceration; life 
where no child is without a home, or goes to bed hungry.  
 
We are also for access and agency - for women having access to the care they need and the 
agency to make decisions that are best for their families. 
 
Together we can make this vision - one that balances abundant life and agency - a reality. By 
doing so our country could move forward in substantive ways for women and families instead of 
remaining stagnant in long rehashed ideological battles. 
 
Demanding A Fair Tax Code and Pro-Family Work Policies  
 
The United States is the only industrialized country with no national paid family leave policy. 
Because of our lack of policy and workplace protections, one in four women return to work just 10 
days after giving birth. This disproportionately affects low income families, many of whom are 
families of color, and contributes to worse infant and maternal health outcomes.  
 
We are demanding that those in power support a national paid family leave policy of at least 6 
weeks for all new parents. Research has shown this can reduce maternal mortality and result in 
healthier children. 
 
Caring for a family is a lifelong responsibility. To ensure strong, healthy, and resilient families, we 
encourage policymakers to look to and build upon federal legislation like the Healthy Families Act, 
which mandates federal paid leave to take care of oneself or a relative when facing an illness. 
 
Furthermore, we recognize economic justice must be addressed in order to foster healthy families 
and communities. Federal legislators must pass a tax code that compels those, corporations and 
people, with the most to pay their fair share. Simultaneously, we must ensure that there is a 
social safety net for those on the economic margins. By expanding credits like the Earned Income 
Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit we can create more opportunity for working families. 
 
We must also close the wage gap. Currently, white women make $0.82 for every $1 white men 
make, By comparison, Black women make $0.62, Native women make $0.57, and Latina women 
make $0.54 by the same measure. As we are all equal in the eyes of God, we demand equal pay 
for equal work. This must come in the form of federal legislation and we urge current and future 
members elected officials to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act which will help alleviate the wage 
gap. 
 
Combating White Nationalism, Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism 
 
We respect all forms of religious expression and the inherent dignity of all faith traditions. We 
stand arm-in-arm with our sisters of all backgrounds and decry Islamaphobia, Anti-Semitism and 
every form of religious bigotry. 
 
In the United States, the root of such hatred and violence is directly linked to our long history of 
white supremacy. White nationalist groups have been emboldened over the course of this 
administration, and hate crimes have reached a 20-year peak.  
 



As faithful women we say: 
● Never again to white supremacist murders such as the massacre at Mother Emanuel AME 

Church in Charleston, S.C. 
● Never again to the abduction, assault, and murder of precious daughters like Nabra 

Hassanen, who was slaughtered after breaking her Ramadan fast in Virginia. 
● Never again to massacres like the one at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh or the 

Sikh Gurdwara in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. 
 
We demand that the investigation and prosecution of white nationalist violence be made a federal 
priority. We urge all current and future lawmakers to create policies that require teaching diversity 
and tolerance in every K-12 school and quell the spread of bigotry and incitement online.  
 
Securing Democracy and Civil Rights 
We believe that voting is the most direct way that women can have a voice in the policies that 
shape our daily lives.  
 
We call for expanded access to absentee voting, early voting, and vote by mail, as well as ballots 
printed for those with different language needs and polling places that are accessible for those 
who are disabled.  
 
Furthermore, we demand transparency and fairness in redistricting that takes into account all 
individuals that live in an area, regardless of immigration status. 
 
Finally, we call on Congress to restore the Voting Rights Act to its full power and expand access 
to the ballot box and to ensure that voting is simple, accessible, and available for all. 
 
Championing Disability Rights 
Created in the image of God, all human beings have different abilities and deserve a life of 
dignity, access, and protection. American economic life and culture tends to value only that which 
can be monetized. We see this acutely in how we treat disabled people. As women of faith, we 
are committed to advocating and advancing the cause of disability rights and implore our 
policymakers to ensure: 

● Access to full education and employment, regardless of ability 
● Freedom from discrimination, abuse and forced institutionalization  
● The centering of disability and access discussions around the voices of activists who are 

experts in their own needs and the needs of their communities 
● Fair opportunity and inclusion through meaningful, competitive work with fair wages 
● Repeal of section 14C of the Fair Labor Act, which allows disabled people to be paid 

subminimum wages for equal work 
● Easy passage in public spaces and enforcement of the Americans with Disabilities Act in 

private businesses 
 


