
 
5,000 People of Faith Call on Congress to Pass the Equality Act  

 
As people of faith, we urge Congress to support the Equality Act. Our faith traditions teach us that lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, straight, cisgender, and queer people are all created with sacred dignity and 
worth. We are taught to respect and love others as ourselves in our words, deeds, and laws. Now is the 
time to update our federal laws to respect and uphold the sacred dignity and worth of all people. In doing 
so, we will live up to our nation’s values of freedom, equality, and opportunity for all.  
 
In our country today, LGBTQ people—our neighbors, family, friends, and fellow congregants, and for some 
signatories, we ourselves— are at risk of being fired from a job, refused a place to live, refused service in a 
place of business, told to leave a bathroom, or refused critical medical care because of who they are or who 
they love. Discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity is unjust and immoral. We call 
on Congress to remedy this injustice by passing the Equality Act. This legislation ensures equal protection 
for all people on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 
As people of faith, we believe it is possible to both protect LGBTQ people from unjust discrimination and 
uphold the freedom of religion. That freedom is one of our nation’s most fundamental values, which is why 
it is protected in the Constitution and remains protected under the Equality Act. As people of faith, we rely 
on this freedom every day to hold the beliefs we choose and to practice our faiths free from discrimination. 
It does not give us the right to harm or discriminate against others or impose our religious beliefs on others. 
We value the freedom of religion and the freedom from discrimination, and we urge Congress to protect 
both by passing the Equality Act.  
 
We believe equality is a right. Our nation’s laws must uphold our values of loving and caring for our LGBTQ 
neighbors as ourselves. As people of faith, we have an obligation to be part of healing the world. We will 
not cease in pursuing our commitment to these values until Congress has passed legislation protecting all 
people from discrimination and fully funds enforcement of these protections. We lament the ways in which 
religion has been used throughout our nation’s history to justify discrimination, including on the basis of 
race. We refuse to be complicit in attempts to use religion to marginalize LGBTQ communities.  
 
We call on Congress to pass the Equality Act today.  



Dr. Eric Brown 
Woodland Christian Church 
Columbus, OH 
 
Dr. Brian Newcomb 
David's United Church of Christ  
Dayton, OH 
 
Rev. CC Coltrain 
Center for Spiritual Living 
Dayton, OH 
 
Rev. Paul White 
Canton, OH 
 
Rev. Laura Young 
United Methodist  
Westerville, OH 
 
Dr. Rita Root 
United Church of Christ 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
 
Dr. Judy Guion-Utsler 
Otterbein University 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Angie Cox 
Broad St. UMC 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rabbi Robert Nosanchuk 
Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple 
Beachwood, OH 
 
Rabbi Lauren Werber 
Temple B‚Äônai Abraham 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Rev. Thomas Fehr 
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio 
Cincinnati, OH 

Rev. Joan Van Becelaere 
Unitarian Universalist Justice Ohio 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Dr. Michael Castle 
Harmony Creek Church 
Dayton, OH 
 
Chaplain Roschelle Ogbuji 
Community Chaplain and Champions 
Beachwood, OH 
 
Judy  
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Rev. Sharon Grace Budin 
PCUSA  
Euclid, OH 
 
Rev. Katherine Beckett 
United Church of Christ 
Rockford, OH 
 
Rabbi Stacy Schlein 
The Temple - Tifereth Israel 
Beachwood, OH 
 
Rev. denise ray mueller 
Columbus, OH 
 
Jarrett Davis 
Circleville, OH 
 
Emily Hedrick 
Lima, OH 
 
Rev. Karen Muntzing 
Hilliard United Methodist Church 
Hilliard, OH 
 
 
 



Rev. Dr. Paula Jackson 
Our Saviour/Nuestro Salvador Episcopal 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Rev. Mary Grigolia 
Oberlin UU Fellowship & Olmsted UU 
Congregation 
Lakewood, OH 
 
Blyth Barnow 
Femminary 
Pickerington, OH 
 
Rev. Dan Clark 
Faith in Public Life 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev Dr Virginia Bemis 
Ashland, OH 
 
Gina Bates 
Apple Creek, OH 
 
Sydney Condray 
Toledo, OH 
 
Mr. Richard Pryor 
Christ Episcopal Church 
Kent, OH 
 
Mary Fancher 
Presbyterian Church USA 
Rocky River, OH 
 
Ms. Janice Hunter 
Oak Hills Presbyterian Church 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
 Sharon Enck Welch 
Toledo, OH 
 
 

 Terri Campbell 
Chesapeake, OH 
 
 John Bierman 
David's United Church of Christ 
Dayton, OH 
 
 Alice Dugar 
Chardon, OH 
 
 Michelle Murray 
Sandusky, OH 
 
 Caroline Eader 
Bellefontaine, OH 
 
 Gina Stenken 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
 Laurie kotalac 
Medina, OH 
 
 Milo Browne 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Amy Yevincy 
Saint Clairsville, OH 
 
 Elizabeth Davis 
Dayton, OH 
 
 Patricia Wanat 
Newark, OH 
 
 Johannes Kicken 
North Canton, OH 
 
 Dale Schmidt 
Saint Marys, OH 
 
 David and Rebecca Brown 
Streetsboro, OH 



 
 Rachel General 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Matthew Little 
Dayton, OH 
 
Rev. David Sickles 
Willoughby, OH 
 
 Debra Tucker 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Chris Tracy 
Englewood, OH 
 
 Joy Watts 
Uniontown, OH 
 
 Marcia Evans 
Blacklick, OH 
 
 Bill Watts 
Uniontown, OH 
 
 Chris Rehs-Dupin 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Rachel Scherzer 
Cardington, OH 
 
 Margaret Griffin 
Mount Vernon, OH 
 
 Michael Danziger 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
 Robert Bowden 
Fairborn, OH 
 
 Michael Oakley 
Cincinnati, OH 

 
 Cantor Sebp 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 Victoria Slabinski 
Uniontown, OH 
 
Robert Bowden 
United Methodist 
Farmersville, OH 
 
Ben Grego 
Columbus, OH 
 
Dr. Rina Shere 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 Darlene Outler 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 Maggie Fout 
Portsmouth, OH 
 
Rev. John Dorhauer 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Garlene Hamilton 
Springboro, OH 
 
 Kimberly Chambers 
Maineville, OH 
 
 Minna Zelch 
Chagrin Falls, OH 
 
 Jill Funk 
Shelby, OH 
 
 Brain McGraw 
Akron, OH 
 
 



Jennifer Gibson 
Mansfield, OH 
 
 Heather Webb 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Tricia Applegate 
Ashland, OH 
 
 Donna Breault 
Ashland, OH 
 
 Marla Tomastik 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Amanda Pleasant 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Kelley Fox 
UMC  
Columbus, OH 
 
 Rinnah Kinney 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Rev Chris Long 
Lakewood, OH 
 
 Becky Stanford 
Canal Winchester, OH 
 
Rev. Douglas Browne 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Heather Roberts 
Englewood, OH 
 
Rev. Terry Williams 
Chillicothe, OH 
 
 Keri Foster 
Cleveland, OH 

 
 Beth Casebolt 
Saint Clairsville, OH 
 
 Liz Wolanski 
North Ridgeville, OH 
 
 Tamara Howell 
Lakewood, OH 
 
 Linda Overholt 
West Chester, OH 
 
 Kathy Jones 
Dublin, OH 
 
Ms. Ann Randall 
Cleveland Religious Society of Friends 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 Leslee Elliott-Sowers 
Dayton, OH 
 
Ms. Patricia Baugher 
Oxford, OH 
 
 Stacy Sandberg 
Eternal Joy MCC 
Dayton, OH 
 
Ms. Laura  
Lima, OH 
 
Mrs. Ruth Phillips 
Disciples of Christ 
Hamilton, OH 
 
Mrs. Leslie Lamb 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 
 



Rev. Dr. Larry Clark 
Monroe Street United Methodist Church 
Toledo, OH 
 
 Johanna Staples 
Toledo First 
Toledo, OH 
 
 Joanne Gillis 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 Andy Lang 
Open and Affirming Coalition, UCC 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Ms. Julie Parks 
Streetsboro, OH 
 
Mr. Shawn Jones 
St. Johns Evangelical Columbus 
Powell, OH 
 
Marcia Florkey 
Deaconess United Methodist Church/Women 
Dayton, OH 
 
 Susan Chamot 
Lakewood, OH 
 
Ms. Stacy Drake 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Karen Brooker 
Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 Jessica  
Twinsburg, OH 
 
Mrs. Paula Hoff 
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
Dayton, OH 

 
 Carol  
Dayton, OH 
 
 Nancy Grannis 
Beachwood, OH 
 
Ms. Abby Hudson 
Westerville, OH 
 
 Rosemary McGuckin 
Fredericktown, OH 
 
Ms. Joan Chryst 
Powell, OH 
 
Sister Kathleen Hebbeler 
Dominican Sister of Hope 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Ms. Gail Carter 
Shreve, OH 
 
Ms. Jessica Hurles 
Portsmouth, OH 
 
Mrs. Lyn Shoots 
UCC 
Wooster, OH 
 
Mr. Ryan Kopycinski 
St. John's UCC 
Canal Winchester, OH 
 
Ms. Diane Kozlowski 
Columbus, OH 
 
Pastor Jennifer Burns 
Brookville, OH 
 
Ms. Janet Kennedy 
Lithopolis, OH 



 
 Paul Sherry 
South Euclid, OH 
 
Sr. Maureen Heverin 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
 Richard Manoukian 
Terrace Park, OH 
 
 Rebekah Colours 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Sister Joanne Lamert 
Akron, OH 
 
Tracy Ross 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Patricia Morgan 
Mayfield Village, OH 
 
 Richard Boyce 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Rev. Ian Lynch 
Mentor, OH 
 
Rev. Jacqueline McMillen 
Wadsworth, OH 
 
Mrs. Sue Hanlin 
Amherst, OH 
 
Rev. Jacqueline McMillen 
Wadsworth, OH 
 
 Katie Steele 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Rev. Joan VanBecelaere 
Columbus, OH 

 
Mrs. Ann Duff 
New Franklin, OH 
 
Mr. John Sniegocki 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Ms. Rebecca Mosher 
Columbus, OH 
 
 George Marsh 
Tiffin, OH 
 
 Gary Metzenbacher 
Groveport, OH 
 
 Pamela Reed 
Columbus, OH 
 
Mrs. Gwynyth Chmara-Huff 
Granville, OH 
 
Ms. Karyn Deibel 
Columbus, OH 
 
Sister Eilis McCulloh 
Akron, OH 
 
Ms. Dena Morris 
Amelia, OH 
 
 Bay Gaillard 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 Rickie Beck 
Madison, OH 
 
 Dan Gutman 
Sidney, OH 
 
Sister Julie Grote 
Tiffin, OH 



 
Ms. Lynn Buffington 
Beavercreek, OH 
 
 Lucy Parsons 
Xenia, OH 
 
Ms. Nancy Kelley 
Columbus, OH 
 
Mr. Thomas Devers 
Union, OH 
 
 Diane Obringer 
Willoughby, OH 
 
 Carlynn Canny 
Willoughby, OH 
 
Sister Joyce Kahle 
Dayton, OH 
 
Rev. kathleen Fowler 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Rachael Purdy 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Nicole Pickens 
Flat Rock, OH 
 
Rev. Lynn Shetzer 
North Canton, OH 
 
 Helen Bare 
perrysburg, OH 
 
 Leslie Partridge 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Shanon Sterringer 
Painesville, OH 

 
Ms. Karen Linn 
Delaware, OH 
 
 Jayne Janus 
Brecksville, OH 
 
 Rodney Myers 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Linda Loesch 
Delaware, OH 
 
 Kathryn Boniface 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
 Heidi Stickney 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
 Joanna Davis 
Marietta, OH 
 
 Dianne Russell 
Bay Village, OH 
 
Ms. Connie Hammond 
Columbus, OH 
 
Mrs. Phyllis Park 
Chillicothe, OH 
 
 Amanda Epting 
Columbus, OH 
 
Sister Barbara Kane 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Sally Padgett 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Ann Thompson 
Cincinnati, OH 



 
Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens 
Columbus, OH 
 
Dr. Marcus Mescher 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Ms. Patricia Dion 
Strongsville, OH 
 
Rev. deniray mueller 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Dr. Dwight Davidson 
Granville, OH 
 
Deacon Margaret Champion 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Mr. Abraham Bonowitz 
Bexley, OH 
 
Rev. Joseph Cherry 
Beachwood, OH 
 
Rev. Kate Shaner 
Hilliard, OH 
 
Rev. Christopher Rinker 
Dublin, OH 
 
Rabbi Jessica Shimberg 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridgeman 
Delaware, OH 
 
Pastor Henry Zorn 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Dr. Yvonne Zimmerman 
Columbus, OH 

 
 Shirley Kalina 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Rev. David Hett 
Columbus, OH 
 
Ms. Constance Dubick 
Akron, OH 
 
Ms. Kris LoFrumento 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Karen Zent 
Dublin, OH 
 
Mr. Mitchell Gilbert 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Joel Miller 
Columbus, OH 
 
Reverend Ian Lynch 
Kirtland, OH 
 
 Blyth Barnow 
Pickerington, OH 
 
 Samantha Shivener 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. David Meredith 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Cantor Jack Chomsky 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Amanda Hays 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Andrew Burns 
Westerville, OH 



 
Rev. Dr. Julie Carmean 
Delaware, OH 
 
 Joan  
Columbus, OH 
 
 Mary Hogan 
New Marshfield, OH 
 
 Kris Witt 
Berea, OH 
 
Rev. Gary Witte 
Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Eric Williams 
Columbus, OH 
 
Michael Greenman 
Westerville, OH 
 
Mr. Alan Fortnoff 
Akron, OH 
 
 Nathan Esala 
Dublin, OH 
 
Rev. David Long-Higgins 
Delaware, OH 
 
 Kelsey Pinckard 
Columbus, OH 
 
 Lynda Couch 
Warren, OH 
 
 Amanda Hays 

Columbus, OH 
 
Rev. Dr. Marian Stewart 
Columbus, OH 
 
Cindy Matthews 
Toledo, OH 
 
 Helen Stewart 
Columbus, OH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


