
FPL Public Comment Opposing “Inadmissibility on Public Charge Grounds” (DHS 
Docket No. USCIS-2010-0012) to Expand Definition of “Public Charge” 

As a multi-faith network of over 55,000 faith leaders across the country, Faith in Public 
Life unequivocally opposes the Trump administration’s punitive proposed changes to 
the “public charge” rule. As people of faith, we believe that no matter where you are 
from, what you look like, or how much money you have, all families have dignity, belong 
together, and need access to affordable health care, housing and food. Immigrants of all 
income levels are full members of our communities and must be treated as such. 

We strive to build a nation that reflects our shared values of community and opportunity, 
equality and inclusion. We therefore reject the administration’s divisive attempt to single 
out immigrants and immigrant families for cruel treatment. The proposed rule change 
not only subjects our neighbors to needless hardship, it seeks to divide our communities 
along lines of race, class and place of birth. In an era of fear and bigotry, it is a drastic 
step in the wrong direction. 

Expanding the public benefits considered in the public charge analysis to include SNAP, 
Section 8 Housing and non-emergency Medicaid will undeniably increase poverty, 
including among children, and instability in our communities. If put into effect, the rule 
change would force parents to make an impossible decision between providing for their 
families and being forced to leave the country. This violates human dignity and the 
sanctity of the family.  

The faith community has spoken out at every turn as this administration has attacked 
immigrant families and communities. We do so again today, and will continue to do so 
as long as politicians seek to exploit immigrants and turn neighbor against neighbor. 
Across our diverse traditions, we share a religious commitment to treating newcomers 
to our nation with the same dignity, respect and compassion that everyone deserves. 

We face a moment of truth about the kind of nation we wish to be. We call on the 
administration to cease its attempts to change the “public charge” rule, torment 
immigrant families, and divide our nation.  


