
 
 

WEAK LAWS AND GUN VIOLENCE  AGAINST LAW ENFORCEMENT IN NEVADA 

In 2013, the Nevada legislature passed a bill to expand criminal background checks to all gun sales, with 

certain exceptions. The bill was supported by Nevada law enforcement, domestic violence prevention 

advocates, and survivors of the 2011 IHOP shooting in Carson City. Governor Brian Sandoval vetoed the 

bill. 

Polls show that 86 percent of Nevadans support requiring background checks for all gun sales. 

 

 Law enforcement officers are among the most affected by America’s high rates of gun violence. 

o Between 2000 and 2011, 694 U.S. law enforcement officers were murdered, and more than 

80 percent of them were killed with guns.
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o According to the National Law Enforcement Memorial Fund, 23 American police officers 

have been killed by gunfire in 2014 alone, up 53 percent from the year before.
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o In 2013, at least 43 percent of law enforcement officers murdered with guns that were not 

their own were shot by individuals that were prohibited from possessing firearms.
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o In states that require a background check for private handgun sales, 39 percent fewer law 

enforcement officers are shot to death with handguns.
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 Nevada’s gun crime rate is higher than average. 

o In the most recent year where data is available, Nevada was one of 13 states where firearm 

deaths exceeded motor vehicle deaths.
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o Between 2001-10, women in Nevada were 46% more likely to be killed with a gun than 

women in other states.
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o In an average week, Nevada police receive reports of 25 aggravated assaults with firearms.
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 Nevada’s guns disproportionately wind up at crime scenes, both in Nevada and in other states 

o In 2012, Nevada’s crime gun export rate was more than twice the national average and fifth 

highest among U.S. states.
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o Nearly 1 in 4 guns recovered at Nevada crime scenes in 2012 was purchased in the previous 

two years, an indication of gun trafficking.
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o In 2012, 550 guns originally sold in Nevada were recovered at California crime scenes, 

making it the second largest out-of-state source of crime guns in California.
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 Nevada’s state government is failing to submit mental health records to the background check 

system, allowing the seriously mentally ill to buy guns.  

o As of November 30, 2013, Nevada has submitted just 3,079 mental health records to the gun 

background check system, which puts it amongst the poorest performing U.S. states.
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o The state’s rate of record reporting is just 12 percent of the national average after controlling 

for population.
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 Nevada has experienced a slew of recent high-profile shootings. 

o On October 21, 2013 in Sparks, NV, 12-year old Jose Reyes opened fire at his middle school, 

wounding two students and killing teacher and former Marine Michael Landsberry when he 

tried to pacify him, before killing himself. The shooter’s father said that the murder weapon 

had been stored in a case on top of their kitchen refrigerator but had not been locked; he was 

not aware his son knew the location of the firearm.
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o On September 6, 2011 in Carson City, NV, Eduard Sencion, 32, killed four people at an 

IHOP restaurant, including three National Guard members, before killing himself. He used a 

Norinco Mak 90 assault rifle that had been illegally modified into a fully automatic machine 

gun. When police traced the firearm, they determined that an unlicensed California seller had 

sold the gun to an unknown buyer five years earlier, at which point the chain of custody was 

broken. Sencion had been taken into protective custody during a mental health commitment 

in April 2000, but no court order was involved and it is unclear if the incident prohibited him 

from possessing firearms. IHOP allows individual franchises to determine their own firearm 

policies, and this franchise allows concealed carrying of firearms on the premises. 

o On January 4, 2010, in Las Vegas, NV, Johnny Lee Wicks, 66, shot and killed federal 

security officer Stanley W. Cooper, 72, and wounded deputy U.S. marshal Richard Gardner 

in the Lloyd D. George federal courthouse.
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 A convicted felon, Wicks was prohibited from 

possessing a firearm.
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 The 12-gauge pump action shotgun used in the shooting had been sold 

in 2008 by private seller Bruce Daly at a gun show in Kingman, AZ, without a background 

check.
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 By coincidence, Daly was also caught on video by the City of New York at the Big 

Reno Gun Show on August 18, 2009, where he and a business partner sold a gun to an 

undercover investigator even after the investigator said he probably couldn’t pass a 

background check.
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 After the courthouse shooting, ATF linked 30 firearms Daly had sold to 

other violent crimes and seized 799 firearms from his home. He was subsequently convicted 

of selling firearms without a license. In 2012, Daly told reporters the experience had changed 

him and he now supports universal background checks.  “I gotta think it would've made a 

difference,” he said.
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