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What negatives 
does poverty and 
special needs 
teach?

*No one cares

*Everyone seems smarter. 
They must be better than me.

*We don't belong

*People like us do not get 
educated

*We don't have what we 
need

*There is no one to help



What positives 
does poverty 
teach?

Family loyalty:

I love my family. 

They love me.

He's my brother. 



Seeing strengths 
and unknown 
potential

She’s Juliette who happens to 
have autism.  



What else does 
poverty teach?

Children in poverty become 
adults quickly. They will take on 
responsibilities. That is normal.

Marriages
Births
Divorces



What else does 
poverty teach?

That life is Constant Crisis: 

People are sick more 

Die younger 

High Infant Mortality

For me: 
Premature Baby 
Jennifer Marie -4lbs 



How support can 
change outcomes

Danny born healthy---Thanks to 
people bringing resources into our 
lives: Community Action, Head Start 
and WIC. 

PEOPLE who understand and build 
in supports make the difference.



Maslow was right

Motivation increases as 
basic needs are met

Motivation decreases as 
basic needs are met



Some Poverty Impacts

Hopelessness

Purpose of education or job unclear 

Not knowing subjects/norms/vocabulary

Stereotypes, myths, and judgements 

Internalized personal deficiency 

Poverty realities pull and demand attention

Trained Incapacity: Expectations of what is possible is                         diminished by poverty 
conditions



Some Special Needs Impacts

Hopelessness

Act out when needs not understood: All behavior is communication

Not knowing expectations and norms

Stereotypes, myths, and judgements 

Low and no expectations

Internalized personal deficiency 

Trained Incapacity: Expectations of what is possible is                         diminished by low or 
no expectations



What Prevents Us 
From Addressing Poverty And Special 
Needs:
1. No clear definition of poverty

2. Labels prevent us from seeing potential

3. Ignorance about poverty and special needs

4. Access to resources and supports vary by social class

5. Fragmented approaches that do not include perspectives of those impacted



Generational Poverty

Family has never owned land

Never knew anyone who benefited from 
education

Never knew anyone who moved up or 
was respected in a job

Highly mobile

High family illiteracy

Focus is on making it through the day

Defining Poverty



Working, But Still 
In Poverty

Working, but rarely have money for any 
extras

Most do not own property

Live pay check to pay check

Few have health care

Focus on making it two weeks or 
through the month

Poverty seen as personal deficiency

Defining Poverty



America is the 
land of...



Immigrant Poverty

Have little or no resources

Language and culture barriers

 Seem to do better than those 
born into poverty in America

Poverty viewed as a system 
problem

Depression-era 
Poverty

A time when the message 
was: 
  
“We are  all in this together.”
 
Poverty was seen as a 
societal problem.

Defining Poverty



Situational and 
Covid poverty

Defining Poverty

Surrounded by people who are 
educated or able to earn a living 
wage

Grew up attending school regularly 
and has health care

Has crisis (pandemic, health, divorce, 
etc.) and income drops

The longer the poverty last, the more 
isolated and internalizing their 
situation as a personal deficiency. 



Poverty 
Intersected 
with 
Racism

Struggles with accessing basic 
human needs 

Experiences inequities based on race 
or ethnicity

Racism is recognized as a key social 
determinant of health

Different access to goods, services, 
and opportunities based on race. 

Inherited disadvantage when 
historical discriminatory policies are 
integrated into organizations. 

Internalized racism is acceptance by 
members of stigmatized races of 
negative messages about their own 
abilities and intrinsic worth.

More likely to experience violence & 
incarceration

Defining Poverty



From Theory to Practice: Advanced tools

1. Strengths Perspective—Potential is unknown. 

2. Resiliency Theory---What makes me special and unique?

3. Asset Theory—What assets do I have and what is missing?

4. Social Capital Theory---Break isolation and build address books!

5. Faulty Attribution Theory---Seek to know the “why” behind the behavior.



What works: 
Mentor and Navigate

Believe students/families can make it out 
of poverty.

Believe students/families have 
knowledge and skills to contribute.

Suspend judgment: Increase poverty 
competencies

Break the isolation of poverty and build 
students/families
  networks of support.



She’s Juliette
Who Happens To 
Have Autism



Potential



A New Paradigm

* A Deeper Understanding Of Poverty And The Families
   Who Live In It.

* A Strengths Perspective Approach: Stand In Awe

* A NASA Attitude: Failure Is Not An Option

* Stronger Partnerships: Within and Without



There Is Enough

1. What was spent on fireworks July 4th, 2020?

__9 million  __800 million    ___1 billion 

2. How much did Americans spend on Valentines for their pets in 2020?

__324 million  ___ 719 million   ___1.7 billion

3. How much did American’s spend on beer in 2020?

__32 million ___37 billion  ____80 billion

4. What is the amount spent in October on Halloween costumes?

____1 million____ 900 million____ 80 million

5. What is the average spent on a kid in the Juvenile system each year?

___ 150,000  ____ 18,000____ 44,000



1. The wealthy Native American woman 
    opened her purse.

2. The purse contained money.

3. The wealthy Native American woman had opened the door to her car
4. The middle-class African American man was a thief.

5. The poor White parking garage attendant was the man at the car door.

6. The middle-class African American man took the                                
contents of the purse.

7. There was a man inside the car.

8. The middle-class African American took the money.

9. The wealthy Native American woman owned the car.

10. The middle-class African American man was a                                    
passenger.





We are more alike



More Resources

*Custom Next Level Poverty Trainings
*Poverty Competency Assessments with Action Plans
*Bring Beegle Poverty and Poverty Coaching Institutes to your 
community
*Become a Beegle GoldStar Speaker 
*Become an Opportunity Community
Contact our office 503-590-4599 or 
www.combarriers.com
 

http://www.combarriers.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSU School 
Of Social 
Work
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