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Routes of 
Administration

Eating Intravenous/Intra-arterial

Drinking Intramuscular

Diluted in Liquid Subcutaneous

Freeze Booting

Snorting Smoking

Sublingual Blunting

Drops In Eyes Freebasing

Enemas Huffing

Douches Chasing The Dragon

Shotgunning Suppositories

Tampons

Transdermal



Listed From Most Addictive to Least 
Addictive 

(Taking Into Account Both Physical 
and Psychological Factors)

• Nicotine __1___

• Crack __3___

• Alcohol __5___

• Heroin __6___

• Ecstasy __12__

• Valium __4___

• Caffeine __9___

• Cannabis __11__

• Crank __7___

• Cocaine __8___

• PCP __10__

• Ice __2___



Potency

+

Route of 
Administration

=

Addiction Potential



Definitions of 
Mood vs. 
Mind Altering

• Mood- Altering:  Client Becomes Their 
Own Pharmacist. Focus is on a 
Temporary or Short-term Emotional or 
Feeling State; Can Involve Perception 
of Outside Stimuli;  Deregulates Brain 
Chemistry; Getting High is the Goal 

• Mind Altering: Medical Personnel are 
Pharmacists. Focus is on Long-term 
Feeling or Emotional State; Targets 
Intellect, Judgment, Cognition, 
Intellect; Re-regulates Brain 
Chemistry; Getting High Is Not the 
Goal Nor Part of the Perception of the 
Client 



Traditional Drug 
Categories

Narcotics (Depressants)

Sedative Hypnotics (Depressants)

Stimulants

Hallucinogens



Narcotics

• OPIATES: Directly Derived 
From The Opium Poppy

• SEMI-SYNTHETIC OPIATES:
Partially Derived From The 
Opium Poppy, Partially Man-
made

• OPIOIDS: Completely 
Synthetic/Man-made



Why Do We Currently Have an 
Opioid Crisis When We Have Had 
Access To Narcotics For 
Hundreds of Years?

• Morphinism – The Soldier’s 
Disease

• All Drugs Legal Until The 
Early 1900’s

• Opium Dens

• Snake Oil Salesmen



Question to 
Ponder
You are given $10,000.00 to invest in one of two companies

The first company grows a product that is illegal in its country of origin. It must 
be grown in hiding with money spent to protect the crop. It must survive all 
weather and pestilence. It must then be processed and money spent to smuggle 
it out of the country. It must be shipped thousands of miles over weeks or 
months in all types of weather. It must then be smuggled at a cost into the 
country it is going to.  It must then be processed several more times before 
reaching the street for sale.

The second company operates several blocks from your office.  They can 
produce enough doses of a synthetic copy of the product in 24 hours to equal the 
entire shipment that is listed above.  The total product can be carried in an 8 oz. 
water bottle and transported anywhere in the world in carry-on luggage within a 
day.  It is ready for the street in a matter of hours.

Where do you invest your money?



Emerging Trend – Tramadol Abuse

Tramadol is a Schedule IV opioid 
analgesic used to treat pain, similar 
to codeine. Recreational use can be 
dangerous due to the possibility of 
convulsions with higher doses. When 
taken orally, rather than injected, it 
produces opiate-like effects similar to 
oxycodone 

Tramadol costs $1-2 for a 50mg 
tablet on the street



Emerging Trend –
Zohydro Abuse

• The introduction of the powerful new opioid 
painkiller Zohydro has spotlighted the 
nation’s growing prescription drug abuse 
problem.

• A powerful new prescription painkiller known 
as Zohydro ER hit the market in March 2014 
amidst widespread concern that the drug 
could trigger a disastrous spike in overdoses 
and deaths. Zohydro is a potent extended-
release formulation of hydrocodone without 
the additives of aspirin or acetaminophen 
and without anti-abuse formulation.



Emerging Trend – Grey Death

• A new drug called "grey 
death" has been linked to 
a handful of lethal 
overdoses in the South --
but no one knows exactly 
what's in it or where it's 
coming from 

• The drug, a mix of 
opioids, can kill in very 
small doses and looks 
like concrete mixing 
powder

*U-47700 is called “Pink” in 
the illicit drug trade



K-9 Overdoses in Police Dogs



SEDATIVE 
HYPNOTICS

ALCOHOL!!!

The most highly used illegal 
substance due to the number of 
under-age drinkers



Emerging Trends - Powdered 
Alcohol



STIMULANTS

Naturally Occurring

• Cocaine (Schedule II) & Cocaine Freebase

• Nicotine (chewing tobacco, cigarettes, 
cigars, pipe tobacco, snuff) 

• Caffeine (chocolate, coffee, cola, tea, 
energy drinks, OTCs- NoDoz)

• Ephedra 

• Cathinone (Khat) 

• Yohimbine



Emerging 
Trends -
Caffeine 
Powder 

• The recent death of an Ohio high school senior 
caused by an overdose of powdered caffeine 
has prompted the FDA to issue a safety advisory 
about caffeine powders. Bulk bags of pure 
caffeine powder are readily available online, and 
these products may be attractive to young 
people looking for added caffeine stimulation or 
for help losing weight, but they are extremely 
dangerous. 

• Just a teaspoon of pure caffeine powder is 
equivalent to about 25 cups of coffee—a lethal 
amount. Besides death, severe caffeine 
overdose can cause fast and erratic heartbeat, 
seizures, vomiting, diarrhea, and 
disorientation—symptoms much more extreme 
than those of drinking too much coffee or tea or 
consuming too many sodas or energy drinks





Emerging Trend 
- Gravel/Flakka

• Gravel is a highly addictive form of synthetic 
cathinone. Its primary component, alpha-PVP, is 
often used in combination with other drugs. 

• Seizures of the drug have been found to contain 
methamphetamine, Klonopin, and bath salts.

• Mail delivery systems are used for the 
transportation and distribution of alpha-PVP in bulk 
quantities purchased overseas. It is often labeled 
as plant fertilizer.

• Rat poison and ammonium are used to dilute the 
alpha-PVP, producing the rock-like substance. It is 
often in the form of small rocks or pieces of salt 
that can be injected or smoked. 

• Side effects include increased blood pressure, 
elevated heart rate, paranoia, hallucinations, and 
brain damage.



Emerging Trend - 2C-I 
or India

• The synthetic drug 2C-I or India is replacing bath salts as the new 
hallucinogen of choice among teenagers. The drug is derived 
from phenethylamine. It is sometimes confused with 251-NBOMe, 
aka Smiles.

• India is usually sold as a fluffy, sparkling-white powder, which can 
be pressed into a pill and taken orally, snorted, smoked, or taken 
rectally.

• It is sold from several online vendors of research chemicals in the 
United States. It is often misrepresented as mescaline when 
being sold on the street; however, it has a much greater potency 
by weight, resulting in a higher likelihood of overdose if taken as 
mescaline.

• Effects occur within two hours of ingestion and last four to 12 
hours. Desired effects include psychedelic or hallucinogenic 
effects similar to LSD or MDMA. Symptoms include dilated pupils, 
high energy, and muscle relaxation.
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Emerging Trends 
- Lemon Drop

• Lemon drop is a homemade hallucinogenic drug produced 
by mixing a painter’s solvent(Naphtha) with over-the-
counter drugs, such as Robitussin cough syrup, Sucrets, or 
Vicks Formula 44. 

• Lighter fluid can be used to replace Naptha but is usually 
not preferred due to the bad aftertaste.

• Once the solvent is mixed with the drugs, the mixture is 
heated to extract the DXM (Dextromethorophan) from the 
drugs. The byproduct of this process is mixed with either 
lemon juice or Country Time powdered lemonade mix and 
cooled, which causes the juice to bond with the DXM. 

• Lemonade is used if the lemon drop product is to be 
ingested orally and real lemon juice is required if the 
lemon drop is to be swallowed via capsule form.





Emerging Trend - Dabs (BHO)

• A highly concentrated version of THC known 
as Butane Hash Oil, Dabs, Amber, Honey Ear 
Wax or Wax is made using highly explosive 
butane. A clear, golden-brown cannabis 
derivative, BHO has little smell, either in its 
solid form or when vaporized. 

• It sells on average for $50 a gram. BHO is 15 
percent THC, and a drop or two can be as 
potent as a joint. It is said to be so potent 
that it will keep a person high for more than 
a day.

• The process for producing BHO is extremely 
dangerous. The finely ground marijuana is 
stuffed into an extractor, which is a tube or 
cylinder made of glass or stainless steel. 
The cylinder is then filled with liquid butane, 
which extracts the active ingredients from 
the marijuana and drips down out of the 
cylinder. The butane is evaporated from the 
mixture using a hot water bath. What’s left 
is the concentrated hash oil.

• “We have seen people have an onset of 
psychosis and even brain damage from the 
exposure to that high concentration of THC,” 
said Gary Hill, assistant special agent in 
charge at the DEA’s San Diego office. “Our 
concern is that this is going to spread before 
we get it under control.”



Emerging Trend -
Puppy Chow

• Puppy chow is a common party food made 
by melting chocolate and butter and 
combining it with powdered sugar and 
Chex cereal.

• The THC oil is added to the butter during 
the cooking process.

• Users are also mixing the THC oil with 
Cinnamon Toast Crunch cereal.

• The high lasts approximately five hours 
and costs $10 per cup. Marijuana is not 
visible on the product. It does have a faint 
odor of marijuana, which grows stronger 
when the bag is shaken.



Emerging Trends -
Inhalants

Get User High Through Anoxia (Cutting Off Oxygen 
to the Brain), Heart, and Lungs; Highly Lethal

Two Primary Groups that Use Inhalants are 
Adolescents/Young Adults and Late Stage Users 
of Other Drugs

Began Being Recognized in the 1950’s with the 
Advent of Sniffing Glue

Almost Always Legal as Have Legitimate Legal 
Uses: 46 States Have Enacted Laws Reducing 
Sale of Many Household Chemicals to Minors 
Due to Their Abuse



Inhalants

PHYSICAL REACTIONS

Amyl & Butyl Nitrates: Sudden Sniffing Death 
Syndrome

Benzene (in gasoline): Injury to bone marrow 
and immune system

Butane & Propane (lighter fluid, hair spray and 
spray paint): Serious Burns, Sudden 
Sniffing Death Syndrome

Freon (refrigerant and aerosol propellant):
Sudden Sniffing Death Syndrome, liver 
damage, respiratory obstruction

Methylene Chloride (paint thinners and 
removers, degreasers): reduction of 
oxygen in the blood, changes to heartbeat 
and heart muscle

Nitrous Oxide (laughing gas): Anoxia, 
Reduction of heart muscle functioning

Toluene (gasoline, paint thinners and 
removers, correction fluid): Brain, liver, 
and kidney damage

Trichlorethylene (spot removers, degreasers):
Sudden Sniffing Death Syndrome, Hearing 
and Vision damage, cirrhosis of the liver





Get The Book

Street Drugs: A Drug Identification Guide

www.streetdrugs.org

(763)-473-0646

http://www.streetdrugs.org/

