
Teaching with Zoom: 

Engaging Students



The workshop is an interactive presentation of best practices 
in connecting with students and communicating with them on 
how to join your Zoom classes.

Objectives

Today, we will cover the following: 

• Setting up Zoom accounts/reviewing settings

• Scheduling Zoom meetings

• Connecting with students

• Helping students to learn how to join Zoom 
meetings/classes 

• Q&A



What did your classroom look like on 
February 3rd, 2020?



What about March 30th? 







Meeting Basics



Let’s Review



1. Setting up a Zoom Account



Getting Started

1

2

www.zoom.us

Zoom: K-12 free account link

http://www.zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/docs/ent/school-verification.html?zcid=1231&_ga=2.143635637.1092364383.1584370141-787027066.1557423897&_gac=1.129013246.1581356087.Cj0KCQiAm4TyBRDgARIsAOU75sp1Mjr_kjCIyG5jQ_ltXqZ8ry4kL3Z_Zvl0VyqpuGlOP2xquUkcqHEaAn_NEALw_wcB


Getting Started

1

2

www.zoom.us

Zoom: Pricing Options

http://www.zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/pricing


2. Scheduling a Meeting



Scheduling a meeting

Video: Scheduling a Meeting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uelaugxiuW0








Student management considerations for online classes

Let’s discuss

Scenario 1:
One of your students is sitting in a noisy coffee shop and another joined from 
home with their children watching TV in the background. 

Scenario 2: 
During your online class you find that too many students are talking at the 
same time and it is difficult to hear what is being said and who is speaking. 



3. Key Considerations 
for Teaching Virtually



Key Considerations for Teaching Virtually

What did we learn and what do we need 
moving forward?

• Equity

• Expectations

• Consistency



Key Consideration: Step 1

Equity



Key Consideration: Step 2

Expectations



Moving Forward & Preparing for the Unknown

Consistency



4. Connecting with 
Students



But… what if my program 
doesn’t offer in-person intake?



Tips for orienting students to                virtually: 

• Email and text the Zoom invitation link to each student 
with a clear date and time for their first class or orientation 
with you. 

• Provide visual resources on how to join Zoom from a 
computer, and particularly, a phone. 

• DOWNLOAD ZOOM ON YOUR PHONE and practice. This is 
a big one. Practice with friends or colleagues. This will 
prepare you to understand your students’ experiences and 
will help you guide them how to access specific aspects of 
the platform such as mute, unmute, video on/off, and the 
chat feature.



Resources for Connecting to Zoom

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-sTFJqI3PAJiHCyPQuS4BnPnKyeK6Qam/view?usp=sharing


•       Turn on your camera. Your students come to class to see you! Having 
your camera on increases the sense of connection and relationship between 
teachers and students. Encourage them to turn on their cameras too when 
possible.
•       Microphones – if you have a large group attend, be sure you know how 
to quickly and easily mute all so that background noise does not distract 
from the lesson. With small groups, encourage students to participate with 
microphones on. 
•       Make sure your students can hear you – before jumping in, ask for 
confirmation they can hear you loudly and clearly. Adjust if needed. The 
same goes when sharing your screen. Make sure they can see it before 
proceeding. 
•       Take the first 10 minutes of every lesson to talk through how to use 
your platform of choice – where the mute and unmute buttons are, where 
the chat box is, how to change chat from private message to whole group 
and back.

Suggestions/Ideas for Teachers



Let’s discuss

Online class logistics

• How will you communicate with students? (connecting with students)
• How often will the class meet? (expectations)
• What is the structure of the class? (consistency)



Teaching Strategies for Adapting to 
Remote Learning

• Get to know your platform
• Create an online classroom 

environment where you take time for 
community building, not just teaching.

• Engage with your learners online
• Be organized
• Use a variety of instructional strategies



Instructional Strategies
Offer a mix of activities



Advanced Features



5. Suggested Zoom Settings



Scheduling a meeting

Video: Suggested Settings

https://app.burlingtonenglish.com/training/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Zoom-Suggested-Settings.mp4?_=4


Training Resources



Breakout Room 

Discussions:

1. What is one goal you have for yourself?

(ex: convert 5 of my face-to-face whole class activities to 

virtual, schedule open office hours twice a week, use Remind to 

send 3 messages per week) 

2. What is one key takeaway from today’s presentation? 



Let’s discuss

Concerns and Questions 


