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What is STAR?

STudent Achievement in Reading (GLE 4.0-8.9)

Evidence-based reading instruction (EBRI)

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills CCRS

Assessments are used to identify students’ strengths and needs

Instruction is direct and explicit



Four Reading Components 

• Alphabetics

• Fluency

• Vocabulary

• Comprehension



Assessments

Student: GOALS 905 – 219

What is the student’s GLE?



GOALS CASAS: Class Profile 

Student Pre-test GLE Post-test GLE



San Diego Quick 

Assessment

Assessments

Word Meaning 

Test

Alphabetics Comprehension

Fluency Vocabulary



Reading Inventory



Explicit Instruction

“I do, we do, and you do!”
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1. Explanation- The teacher explains the purpose of the 

instruction and describes the key concepts or procedures.

2. Modeling- The teacher gives the students examples of the

concepts or demonstrates the procedures.

3. Guided Practice- The students practice using the new 

concepts while teacher gives feedback and assistance.

4. Application- The students practice using the new concepts

on their own while teacher monitors for success.



• Alphabetics: The process readers use to translate-or decode-printed words 
into meaningful spoken words.

1. Phonemic Awareness: The manipulating the sounds of spoken language. 
(segmenting, rhyming, or blending of sounds)

2. Word Analysis: The ability to connect letters and letter combinations with the 
sounds they represent. 

3. Word Parts: Root words, affixes, prefixes, and suffixes

4. Syllable Guidelines: Parts of a word that contain a vowel sound.

5. Sight Word Recognition: High frequency words that contain irregular letter-
sound relationships. 

Alphabetics

RF.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds. Phonological Awareness

RF.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. Phonics and Word Recognition



Alphabetics
Short Vowels

a /a/ apple

e /e/ Ed

i /i/ igloo

o /o/ octopus

u /u/ up

Long Vowels *Say their own name

a /a/ ace

e /e/ eat

i /i/ ice

o /o/ open

u /u/ use

*y:  /i/ cry

/e/ baby

Vowel Teams: *Most of the time, the first vowel is long 

and the second vowel is silent.

ai bait brain Spain

ea meat great* bread*

ee fleet bleed speed

oa boat float oats

ie tried       field*      piece*

Consonants

b c d f g h j k l m n p

q r s t v w x y z



Examples: 

napkin

monument

grease

A syllable is part of a word that contains one vowel sound.

Purpose: 

Decoding: Sounding out words that are unfamiliar to the reader.
Encoding: Spelling words that are difficult.
Pronunciation: ESL Leaners.

Syllables



Syllable Guidelines

Guideline 1:  Double consonants surrounded by two vowels
Example: summer

mellow

Guideline 2:  Two unlike consonants surrounded by two vowels
Example:  Atlantic

target

Guideline 3: Consonant + le
Example: apple

table

Guideline 4:  Compound Words
Example:  cupcake

rainbow

Guideline  5: Prefixes and suffixes
Example: untie

peaceful
replaying



Practice

unhappy command   joyless farmer

friendship     infect walrus mention          

interdisciplinary



Open and Closed Syllables

1. Closed Syllable: The vowel is followed by a consonant letter or 
letters.  The vowel sound is short.

Example:  men
fast

2.  Open Syllable:  Nothing comes after the vowel. The 
vowel sound is long.

Example:  hi
my
free



Open and Closed Syllables

humid motel student

pencil museum lemon



Fluency

Accuracy: The ability to identify words correctly.

Rate: The ability to identify words rapidly. Sight words

Prosody: The ability to read the words with appropriate 
phrasing and expression.

RF.4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. (Fluency)
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Fluency Scale

3
The reader should read smoothly with appropriate 

pauses (,) and stops (.).  There should be very few 

errors and repetitions.

2 The reader should be reading fairly steady with few

pauses and some errors and repetitions.

1 Uneven or choppy reading with frequent repetitions or 

lapses and sounding out of words.

0
Labored, word-by-word reading, with continual 

repetitions or stopping to sound out words.  The 

reader may have several to many errors.



Vocabulary

Tier 1: Basic or concrete words.
Examples: truck, hospital, store

Tier 2: They are more abstract and have multiple meanings. They are academic words 
that cut across contexts and hold other words together.

Examples: expose, conspicuous, intense

Tier3: Words that appear with specific areas.
Examples: photosynthesis, democracy,  commission

1. Carbohydrates are a consequence of photosynthesis.
2. Long-term exposure to intense sunlight may cause dermatitis. 
3. Workers on commission will be able to pursue an aggressive savings plan to compensate for 

less income.
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Quadrant Chart 

Word

adjacent

Synonyms

Personal Associations Antonyms

Sentence: We plan to buy the house adjacent to the park. 



Sample GED Text

1. What words may be a challenge to decode?

2. What words may be considered to Tier 2 Vocabulary words? 



Comprehension Skills

and Literary Terms

•Setting

•Main idea

•Details

•Style

•Context Clues

•Compare and Contrast

•Problem and Solution

•Cause and Effect

•Theme

•Summarize 

•Tone

•Mood

•Conflict

•Plot

•Inference 

•Character Traits

•Symbolism

•Order of Events

•Fact and Opinion

•Drawing a Conclusion

•Author’s Purpose (P.I.E.S)

•Irony

•Text Structure

Explicit instruction is used to teach each listed item



Context Clues allow the reader to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar 
word or phrase by reading the words around it.  

Example: The word decline has several meanings.  See how its used below.

1. My father has been in the hospital for several weeks. He is getting weaker each day. His health is declining.

2. Marcos was declined from applying to Harvard.

3. His credit card was declined for the third time this week.

Do you know what these words mean? 

altruistic, capricious, cosmopolitan



Directions: Use context clues to figure out the boldfaced words below.

1. Mother Theresa was altruistic.  She was always helping others.

2. The weather in Minnesota is capricious.  One day it is 90 degrees; 
the next it snows.

3. New York City is very cosmopolitan.  People from all over the world settle 
there.



Comprehension QFocus: Question Focus

• The purpose is to provide a focus for student questions.

• It is used to stimulate student thinking.

• A brief statement or visual pertaining to specific topic.

• It gets the students to do the talking opposed to the teacher. 

• It increases the student's comprehension skills. 

1. Shipwrecked on a small island in the middle of a war, 11 sailors face 
hopelessness.  

2. There are many ways to die on Mount Everest. 

3. The children of Nome, Alaska have been infected with a deadly 
disease.

4. Irish Immigrants suffered many hardships in life and became a resilient 
group of people. 



Sample Lesson



Qfocus: The assassination of JFK changed 
America forever.



Quadrant Chart









Primary Text



Student’s Work 
Sample 





Final Writing 
Sample



Resources

• BATT: https://atlasabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/BATT-
090115.pdf

• San Diego Quick Read: https://readingsimplified.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/San-Diego-Quick-Assessment.pdf

• Lincs.ed.gov

• Scope magazine: December 2013

• STAR Toolkit 

• Reasoning Through Language Arts: Steck Vaughn

• Teacher-made materials 

https://atlasabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/BATT-090115.pdf
https://readingsimplified.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/San-Diego-Quick-Assessment.pdf

