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A special shout-out to…

…Riva Pearson, ESOL teacher, Jewish Vocational 
Service, Boston, MA, who developed many of these 
materials, rpearson@jvs-boston.org 

mailto:rpearson@jvs-boston.org


Username: connecticut
Password: changeagent

How to Access The Change Agent

It is FREE in Connecticut!



1. Introduction/Welcome 
2. Why is it important to address these topics? 
3. What excites you/makes you nervous? -- Interactive 

brainstorm
4. How to talk about race: overview
5. Share the Google slides -- “Field trip”
6. Discuss strategies that you would like to do in your 

classroom/ report back -- In breakout rooms
a. What strategies would you use for instruction?
b. What strategies for hard conversations?

7. Best practices 
8. Q and A/Discussion/Evaluation -- Use the chat

Agenda



Why talk about race and equity in the classroom?
It’s relevant!

• Relevance drives 
persistence. 

• High-interest articles act as 
scaffolding toward more 
and more complex 
materials.



Why talk about race and equity in the classroom?
It addresses obstacles!

• Bias (both explicit and 
implicit) get in the way of 
learning. 

• By addressing it (and 
treating it as something 
that can be wrestled with), 
we can empower learners 
to reach their goals.



Why talk about race and equity in the classroom?
It’s inspiring!

• Featuring the ways people 
have fought back against 
racism inspires all of us to 
see that we can affect the 
flow of history.

• Biases are moveable -- not 
easily, but with effort -- 
like a lot of things!



Why talk about race and equity in the classroom?
It teaches key skills!

• You can teach critical 
thinking. E.g., ask: Why do 
you think that? Do you have 
evidence for that? Let’s 
research that further (look 
for multiple sources).

• You can teach basic skills. 
E.g., how to read for and 
write with evidence. How 
to differentiate between 
opinion and detail, etc. 

• You can teach civics.



Why talk about race and equity in the classroom?
It builds community!

• When you take on 
something challenging, it’s 
an opportunity for 
everyone to grow together.

• You might develop ground 
rules together.

• People might show 
themselves more.



from p. 3 of the “Talking about Race” issue of The Change Agent.



Why talk about race and equity in the classroom?
It is an ethical choice -- but don’t go it alone!

• In a society where bias is 
real and pervasive, 
choosing to address this in 
the classroom is an ethical 
choice... if you can and if 
you are prepared and 
supported! 

• Supporting people to see 
their agency in the big 
issues supports 
participation in democracy.

   



What are you nervous about?

12



What are you excited about?

13



How to talk about race and equity in the classroom
Build community and trust in the class.

● Give students a chance to get to know 
each other outside of hard 
conversations.

● Have the students set ground rules for 
speaking respectfully about hard topics.

● Don’t respond to everything. Let 
students respond to each other.

● Invite students to talk about their 
experiences of race in the US and issues 
related to race in their home counties.



How to talk about race and equity in the classroom
Think of it as survival English.

Issues of race and 
equity are just as 
important for 
survival in the U.S. 
as being able to go 
to the grocery 
store or open a 
bank account. 



● Fingerprinted

● Up to no good 

● Humiliation

● Border

● Speak up 

● Raise our voices 

● Allegedly 

● Discriminate 

● Hoodie
● Acquitted
● Warrant 
● Cooperate
● Racial profiling
● Institutional
● Cuffs
● Unite

How to talk about race and equity in the classroom
Remember that it is everyday English.



Digging into the Concept of Proportion
from Issue #53, p. 24, Level 4

For a 7-minute video on teaching these concepts: 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/doing-our-jobs-and-caring-for-our-children/ 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/doing-our-jobs-and-caring-for-our-children/


How to talk about race and equity in the classroom
Connect to what you already do. Make small changes 
so you don’t overwhelm yourself.



● Incorporate issues of 
race into your 
everyday teaching. 
Don’t wait until 
something comes up. 

● Don’t just talk about 
negatives. Also 
incorporate stories of 
fun, celebration, 
beauty, etc. 

How to talk about race and equity in the classroom
Provide context for what your students might be 
experiencing.



“I eventually got a job in a dry-cleaner’s where they paid me in cash 
because I didn’t have a Social Security number. I used to work many 
hours and stress myself to the point that one day I passed out. I 
always got paid less than everybody else because my boss thought I 
didn’t have the right to say anything...Now I am trying to get my GED. 
I have amazing teachers who are helping me achieve my goal. 
Everyone should be able to have a career regardless of their 
immigration status.”

       -- Patricia Vazquez, “I am a DREAMer” Change Agent: Immigration

How to talk about race and equity in the classroom
Speak from your own experience, and use resources 
that speak to theirs. 



Materials from The Change Agent in 
PDF, audio, and Google slides

• “Talking about Race,” Issue #42

• “Indigenous Peoples” Issue #48 

• Also… just about any issue of The Change Agent 
uses a racial justice lens, and every issue lifts up 
voices of people of color.

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/ 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/


Google slide sets that explicitly address race
1. Black Lives Matter — high intermediate ESOL
2. Talking to the Police — high intermediate ESOL
3. Intro. to Racism in the U.S. — high intermediate ESOL
4. Equality vs. Equity — can be adapted for various levels

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/ 

Google slide sets that are race-adjacent
1. Moving from Anguish to Power — high intermediate 

ESOL
2. Endorphins, A Natural Remedy — high intermediate 

ESOL

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/issue-52-march-2021-mental
-health/

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mmmB8TUQ4oB3YFqKnALADo3yexqwMwBX-GwW5QjwcHk/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R65eaoC5eL8d3geK_vLn1Vr4uB4lYG3jzlyNw2MlxpQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tVMkVNPyjR9Mrldx_UJmqTL9J2YNyH4fwGulQKBsz8k/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rD3nRysZZZR7GIwDr3fUg4nIo-ALj_9w02WvzV5dW9A/edit#slide=id.ga57fe0bb9c_0_51
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-6-YXQkw4moO4oD7AVpovdPe2MxUX3olGpXyVCZZIp0/edit#slide=id.gcf5f7e2fcf_0_113
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CAHKrn4wBI1LrgD-qPsZbfBlSd6XU9L9EPpXGwvoFGU/edit#slide=id.gca14e83d95_0_107


More content/More formats

“Suddenly, We Are Teachers”

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/doing-our-jo
bs-and-caring-for-our-children/audio-suddenly-we-
are-teachers/. Note: students can write a comment 
online about the article.

“Some Fiiiiine Hair”

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/03/Some-Fiiiiine-Hair.m4a

Note: this audio is a little different from most of 
our audio; it is read by the author herself! A real 
treat.

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/doing-our-jobs-and-caring-for-our-children/audio-suddenly-we-are-teachers/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/doing-our-jobs-and-caring-for-our-children/audio-suddenly-we-are-teachers/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/doing-our-jobs-and-caring-for-our-children/audio-suddenly-we-are-teachers/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Some-Fiiiiine-Hair.m4a
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Some-Fiiiiine-Hair.m4a


Breakout Rooms -- about 4 per room; 8 
minutes; then come back

a. What strategies would you use for instruction?
b. What strategies for hard conversations?



Best Practices for Talking about Race in the Classroom
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/#packet12 

Be Intentional about the Topics 
You Bring to Class

● Look for generally excluded 
groups when doing things in 
class about holiday 
celebrations. For example, 
find Thanksgiving stories 
from Native American 
perspectives.

● Bring in music, poetry, and 
literature by people of color. 

Work with Material Strategically

● Analyze your textbook and other 
materials before using them in 
class. How are white people and 
people of color portrayed 
differently? What assumptions are 
made? Whose viewpoints are 
expressed?

● Make sure the races and 
ethnicities of your students are 
represented in worksheets, videos, 
etc. 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/#packet12


https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/ 

Next Call for Articles: February 2022

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/


Questions/Comments/Evaluation

Cynthia Peters
Change Agent Editor, Adult Educator, and PD Provider
cynthia_peters@worlded.org 

mailto:cynthia_peters@worlded.org

