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In this month’s letter, read about how DFA has been growing in numbers, has been heard in more places, and has continued to be a 
health policy and advocacy resource for its members.  You will also find blog posts, read about key policy developments, and learn 
about ways that you can get involved.  As always, we look forward to your comments and feedback! 

  

~ Physicians Making a Difference ~ 

 Dr. Mona Mangat (Florida) has been helping to 

lead an effort in her state to repeal Florida Senate 
Bill 432 and House Bill 155, legislation which 
would restrict pediatricians' ability to ask patients 
and parents simple counseling questions about 
gun safety without fear of sanctions from the state 
medical board. 
  

 Dr. Becky Jones (Vermont) has written an op ed 

piece for the “Brattleboro Reformer” in support of 
DFA’s campaign to “Innovate, Don’t Amputate” 
Medicare and Medicaid.  She will also be 
addressing a local group of women physicians 
next month to review the Affordable Care Act and 
discuss ACO’s. 
  

 Dr. Don Nguyen (Ohio) organized DFA members 

in his state to march in a Fourth of July parade 
and raise awareness of our “Innovate, Don’t 
Amputate” campaign. This month he did a 
community presentation to an audience of over 
fifty people on the ACA, Medicaid, and Medicare, 
and the impact of proposed spending cuts. 
  

 Dr. Chris Lillis (Virginia) has been busy this 

month, educating a local senior community and 
the Fredericksburg Rotary Club on health reform, 
as well as participating in an editorial board 
interview regarding health system reform with the 
Free Lance Star Newspaper.  
  

 Medical students Liz Oler (DC) and others at the 

Georgetown University School of Medicine are 
working to organize their own Doctors for America 
Chapter. 
  

 Medical student Brian Walderson (MD) took a 

break from board studying to recruit first-year 
medical students to join the movement at the 
Johns Hopkins student activities fair. 

~ Progress Notes ~ 

DFA’s Progress Notes blogs are increasingly 
being cross-posted or cited on other sites, 
including kevinmd, Huffington Post and Daily Kos, 
magnifying their impact.  Here’s a sample of 
recent posts: 

 “Where Should Rural Doctors Be Trained,”  by Dr. 

  

~ Key Policy Developments ~ 

The Federal Deficit Super Committee and Your Patients 

President Obama signed a deal on August 2 that prevented the federal 
government from defaulting on its loans and cut federal spending by 
nearly $1 trillion over the next 10 years.  Now, Congress is required by 
the end of the year to agree on spending cuts and revenues (taxes) to 
decrease the federal deficit by another $1.2-1.5 trillion over 10 years.  A 
12-member bipartisan "Super Committee" was appointed by 
Congressional leadership to negotiate the final deal this fall.  Super 
Commitee members are: 
 

 Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-CA)  

 Rep. James Clyburn (D-SC)  

 Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)  

 Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT)   

 Sen. John Kerry (D-MA)  

 Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA), co-chair   

 Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI) 

 Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), co-chair 

 Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI) 

 Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) 

 Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) 

 Sen. Pat Toomey (R-PA) 
 
Talks have already begun this week.  Doctors for America helped 
protect health care funding in the first round of cuts.  However, all 
federal health care funding is up for negotiation by the Super 
Committee-- including Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, and funding for the 

Affordable Care Act's (ACA) insurance expansion, delivery system 
reforms, and prevention.  
Read More: 

 Fact Sheet: Debt Ceiling Deal and Health Care(DFA) 

 The Super Committee: Where They Stand on Medicaid, 
Medicare, and The Affordable Care Act (Families USA) 

 Cut Medicare, Help Patients (NY Times Op-Ed by Dr. Zeke 
Emanuel) 

 HHS Fact Sheet 
 
Patients Could Pay Less for Pre-Existing Condition Plans 

The Affordable Care Act created a program for 2011-2014 that allows 
people with pre-existing conditions to buy a "Pre-Existing Condition 
Insurance Plan."  In July, the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) reduced premiums in several states to make it easier 
for people to enroll.  For a 50-year-old, monthly premiums range 
between $214 and $559, depending on the state.  Patients need to 
have been uninsured for 6 months to quality.  If you have patients or 
people in your community who should know about these plans, direct 
them to www.pcip.gov. 

http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/11?akid=732.17706.z5DfVT&t=1
http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/270?akid=732.17706.z5DfVT&t=7
http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/287?akid=732.17706.z5DfVT&t=8
http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/287?akid=732.17706.z5DfVT&t=8
http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/288?akid=732.17706.z5DfVT&t=9
http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/289?akid=732.17706.z5DfVT&t=10
http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/290?akid=732.17706.z5DfVT&t=11


Robyn Liu (OR) 

 “Medicare, Our Deficit and Honesty,” by Dr. Chris 
Lillis (VA) and Dr. Christopher Hughes (PA) 

 “The Real Spending Problem,” by Nilesh 
Kalyanaraman (DC) 
  

 "High Quality in Veterans' Health Care and 
Clinician Autonomy: Are They at Odds?" by Dr. 
Ram Krishnamoorthi (IL) 

~ What You Can Do ~ 

Make sure your members of Congress know what 
you want! 

Our Senators and Representatives are at home the 
entire month of August meeting with their constituents. 
This is the only time all year that Congress is home for 
a whole month, and what we say now is what they will 
bring back to DC for budget negotiations and the Super 
Committee battles. 

 Write to your members of Congress 

 Write a letter to an editor 

 Visit your members of Congress or go to a 
town hall meeting (contact us for help) 

If you live in a state or district that is represented by a 
member of the Super Committee and want to get 
involved in targeted efforts, contact us by responding 
to this email! 
 
Help at a Free Clinic in New Orleans or Los 
Angeles 

 New Orleans: The National Association of 
Free Clinics is sponsoring a one-day free 
clinic for the uninsured on Monday, August 
29

th
 2011 in New Orleans, Louisiana at the 

Ernest M. Morial Convention 
Center.  Medical volunteers and donations 
are needed.  

 Los Angeles: CARENOW is sponsoring a free 
clinic at the LA Sport Arena on October 20-
23.  Learn about volunteering. 

 

Donate 

Doctors for America needs your continued support. 
Opponents of health care reform are waging a 
campaign of attrition and while we continue to hold the 
line we need your help. Please show your support for 
health care reform by donating today! 

~ Save the Date ~ 

The Second Annual Doctors for America National 
Leadership Conference will be April 22-24, 2012 in 
Washington, DC! 
 

 
HHS Requesting Public Comments on How Insurance Exchanges 
Will Work 

HHS just released more draft rules on how to make the state-based 
insurance exchanges work best for individuals and small businesses. 
Concerns include: 

 who should be on the exchange boards, 

 what information patients need to choose the best plan for 
them on the exchange 

 rules on who is eligible for tax subsidies to help pay for their 
premiums 

In the next month and a half, there will be forums in Atlanta, New York 
City, Chicago, Denver, and Sacramento to gather feedback (details not 
yet published). 
Read more:  

 After Much Scrutiny, HHS Releases Health Insurance 
Exchange Rules (Kaiser Health News) 

 HealthCare.gov Fact Sheet 
 
Application Open for Bundled Payment Experiments 

The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services is requesting letters of 
intent from organizations interested in experimenting with bundled 
payments.  The letter of intent is due on September 
22.  Details: http://act.drsforamerica.org/go/293?akid=732.17706.z5DfV
T&t=15 

 

~ What's Happening at DFA in DC ~ 

 Dr. Alice Chen (Washington, DC) has been appointed Executive 

Director of DFA and will be working with DFA President Vivek 
Murthy and the rest of the Board in providing leadership to the 
organization 

 Our summer intern, Yale pre-med student Abhinav Gupta, 
accomplished a great deal in the six weeks he spent with us.  He 
created a Young Adults webpage to educate college and medical 
students about healthcare reform, did background research on the 
national debt ceiling deal. 

 Congratulations to Dr. Donald Nguyen(Ohio) who was recognized 

at our First Annual Leadership Conference in May with The DFA 
Health Activist of the Year Award, for his “tireless advocacy for a 
system where everybody has affordable and high quality health 
care.” 

  
 

  

Thank you to those who emailed us to let us know what you've been up to. Your e-mails provide the content for the "Physicians Making 
a Difference" section. Let us hear about what you have been doing by emailingjosh.spaulding@drsforamerica.org. 
You can also stay informed on the latest developments in health care reform by following DFA on Progress 
Notes, Facebook and Twitter. 
Thank you for all you do! 
Maggie Kozel and the Doctors for America Team  
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